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 Hillcrest 
Congregational 

Church 
LIFE IS…                          
 

Our worship theme this Easter season is “Dare to Dance.”  There’s a wonderful story in the Acts of John (think of 

the Gospel of John and the Letters of John in the Bible; this is an early document that has more stories about  

Jesus and the apostles) that goes like this: 
 

     Jesus told us to form a circle, holding one another’s hands, and himself stood in the middle. 

     He began to sing a hymn….and we circled round him and answered him, “Amen.” 
 

Wow.  Imagine that!  Well, we can imagine that 

*Every time we gather together for worship 

*Every time we work together to care for others and for our world 

*Every time we pray together 

*Every time we play together and enjoy our fellowship with each other and God’s Spirit 

*Every time we breathe and breathe out the air of God’s creation, and 

*Every time we drink the water of God’s great creation 

*Every time we create in whatever myriad of ways we create. 
 

As John’s Gospel tells us and as the circle dance in the Acts of John reminds us, Jesus is the “Word made flesh.”  

Everything was and is created through the Word.  Jesus is that creating and creative part of God born to live 

among us as one of us and show us the way—the way to be human and the way to be divine. 
 

Among the many fascinating lines that Jesus sings in the circle dance, after having told the apostles to dance is 

this: 
  
     You saw what I do…and seeing did not stay but were wholly moved.  

     Being moved toward wisdom you have me as a support; rest in me. 
 

So, which is it?  Are you we supposed to dance and move?  Or rest?  The answer: Yes. 
 

As you live your life with others within God’s great creation DANCE and move with the creator who creates 

everything, and with the human Jesus who shows us the way.   

As you live your life with others within God’s great creation REST in the wholeness, the peace, that is yours as 

God’s child, Jesus’ brother or sister, and yourself a wonderful creation of God. 

Dance.  Rest.  And be whole. 
 

 
 

                                                                                  …A CIRCLE DANCE AROUND CHRIST 

 

Blessings, 

 

Rev. Fred  
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Hillcrest’s 37th Annual Jim Smith Memorial Steak Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note your calendar on Saturday evening, June 2nd, for the 37th Annual Jim Smith Memorial Steak Dinner 

at Hillcrest. The time is 5:30 p.m. for punch; dinner is served at 6:00 p.m. The cost is $30 again this year with 

ages 5 – 12 still at $10. Norm’s much-loved grilled tri-tips return (or, if you prefer, huge marinated mush-

rooms) and each dinner will include a complimentary raffle ticket. 
 

The traditional menu is grilled tri-tip steak, grilled portabella mushroom, or chicken, plus corn on the cob, 

green salad, watermelon, French bread, a special dessert and coffee/tea/punch to drink along with wine glasses 

to rent for additional beverage options. With Norm supervising the barbeque and experienced volunteers in the 

kitchen, the food will be delicious as usual. (If you have attended in prior years, you know that’s true.) 
 

The entertainment is Hillcrest’s famous raffle plus the live auction (including the coveted reserved parking 

space). As usual, all profits from the dinner, raffle and auction go to the special fundraising line in our annual 

church budget. Last year we raised almost $5,000 and everyone had lots of fun! 
 

Each year we have great raffle prizes that church members solicit from merchants or donate themselves. 

These prizes include gift baskets of all types, dinners (home cooked or restaurant gift certificates), store gift 

certificates, etc. Again this year donations can be made for two special auction items:  the Grand Chocolate 

Basket (donate anything chocolate - boxed, in bars, as syrup, etc.) and the Wine Cellar Sampler (donate a  

bottle or two). Live auction items, in addition to the reserved parking space, will be chocolate, wine and 

weekends or more at church member’s vacation homes.  If you wish to contribute a prize or auction item, 

please drop it off at the reservation table, in the church office or call Jim Flagstead, Hillcrest’s Financial Secre-

tary at 689-8260. Please put your name, phone number and value on your donation so we can thank you and 

provide a receipt for a tax deduction. You do not need to be present to win raffle prizes so watch for sales of 

raffle tickets following worship services beginning May 13th. 
 

Of course volunteers are needed to help with set up, check-in, raffle ticket sales, food service, clean up and 

other miscellaneous stuff. Watch for signup sheets on Sundays beginning May 6th. 
 

Dinner reservations are essential! You can make a reservation any Sunday after church services beginning 

May 6th, by calling the church office (689-8260) or e-mailing hillcrestucc@att.net .  Deadline for reserva-

tions is Thursday, May 31st.  Please tell us whether you want STEAK, MUSHROOM OR CHICKEN 

when you make your reservation. 
 

Everyone is welcome. Call the church office if you will need child care. Please join us for great food and 

warm fellowship and lots of fun. Also please make this a successful fund raiser by donating items to the raffle 

and /or auction and buying additional raffle tickets if you are able to do so. All profits support church  

programs. Any questions about this event will be cheerfully answered by Norm Grube (939-4783) on behalf of 

Hillcrest’s Board of Trustees. 
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MODERATOR’S REPORT FOR MAY 
Establishing Outreach Ministry's Social Justice Team  

 

We are living in very serious times.  
 

Locally we are seeing practices that threaten and violate the civil rights of our immigrant population.  

In our own food and clothing rooms we see a significant decrease in clients with Latin surnames. Those who do come 

have confided their fear of being picked up by ICE if they come to our campus. (Our experiences are shared by 

Christ the King who also runs support ministries akin to ours). 

Church members have informed Council about ICE checkpoints in local Hispanic communities, stopping and asking 

certain people for proof of citizenship. 

Council recently learned that the West County Detention Center has now banned all visitors for ICE detainees in that 

facility. This includes friends and family as well as groups trying to assist them. 
 

Hillcrest members and clergy already participate in a number of organizations working to ensure that civil rights of all 

peoples are upheld in our community.  
 

 Hillcrest Formally partners with: 

The Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County—Carolyn Mac Kenzie serves on the Board 

Multifaith Action Coalition of Contra Costa County 

Bill Cunningham serves on the Food Security Task Force 

Dick Beal serves on the Housing Task Force 

Rev. Fred serves on the Steering Committee and facilitates the Clergy Advisory Board 

Pleasant Hill Ecumenical Clergy Group—Rev. Fred serves as “Dean” and facilitates the Group 

Stand Together Contra Costa—An organization providing immigration legal services 
 

 Hillcrest Informally partners with: 

Contra Costa County Immigration Alliance 

The Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity 

The Multifaith Immigration Coalition for Action 

Faith Alliance for a Moral Economy 
 

Our Outreach Ministry (Community Food Pantry, Clothing Room, and Layettes) does important work that needs to con-

tinue; however, at Hillcrest there is currently no single way to coordinate responses and communicate to Council, the 

whole church, and partnering organizations regarding issues and actions that need attention in this volatile political and 

economic environment. 
 

Consequently, Council is authorizing the organization of the Hillcrest ‘Social Justice Team’ under Outreach Ministry. The 

Social Justice Team’s charge is as follows: “To support Hillcrest Outreach Ministries and those with and for whom they 

serve, through partnering with others, sharing information, and advocacy.”  
 

This team will be led by Bill Cunningham, Outreach Ministry Chair. It will not meet regularly, only when necessary. Its 

activities will include: 

 Establishing a list of resources that can be provided to Food and Clothing Room clients who seek assistance beyond 

our services. 

 Communicating to the wider immigrant community about services offered by Hillcrest. 

 Developing Hillcrest positions on various issues that can be referenced by Hillcrest representatives as they work with 

outside groups. (An example might be: We stand against violating the civil rights of all individuals.) 

 Reporting issues and activities to Council and the congregation. 
 

If you are interested in joining this team, please contact Bill Cunningham (925-680-0637; billc6@outlook.com). 
 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me or any member of Council to discuss this important effort. 
 

Your Moderator,  

- Cindy Durant 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Hillcrest centenarians Fran Thorp (left) and Rachel Hakel 

(right) at Fran’s 100th Birthday celebration in Fellowship 

Hall on April 6, 2018. Happy Birthday, Fran! 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP REPRESHMENTS 

Coordinator Needed 
 

  Fellowship after worship service on Sundays is an enjoy- 

  able way of catching up with friends, meeting new people,  

  and is often a time for us to celebrate a member’s  

  birthday or special occasion.  However, it takes coordin- 

  ation efforts to ensure that treats will be supplied each  

  Sunday.   
 

  Barbara Stallings has graciously provided this coordination 

  for the past two years and has stepped down.  In order to  

  keep the tradition going, we need somebody to assume this 

  task. It requires very little time and involves signing up  

  people to bring refreshments and calling with reminders.  
 

  Please call the church office at 925-689-8260 to let us  

  know if you would be willing to take  on this task.   

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our sympathy goes to the family of Hope 

Dick who passed away in her own home 

on April 13, 2018. A service for Hope 

was held at Oakmont on April 25. The 

Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann officiated. 
 

*** 

Condolences to Dick and Shannon  

Merrill on the death of their niece,  

Reva Dietz, on April 14th in Dallas  

Texas. 

*** 

Our sympathy goes out to the family of 

Bob and Mercia Stewart. Shortly after 

moving to Georgia to be near their 

daughter they both passed away. 

 

 

JOYS 

  

Congratulations to Ron and Harriette 

Henrickson on the birth of their first 

great grandchild!  His name is James 

Sachin Sinnaduray born on April 11th.  

The parents are Suzanne and Sanjiv 

Sinnaduray. Ron and Harriette’s 

daughter, Margaret, is the  

grandmother.  Everyone is very  

excited!! 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Kevin Bench 

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Becky Bunnell 

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Reva Dietz 

 Nancy Goff 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Bill and Sue LaPat 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Chuck Payne 

 Ray Peters 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dorothy Smith 

 Larry and Gerry Smythe 

 Dana Sparks 

 Martha Vivrette  

 Bob Wooldridge 

  
 

 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 
 

John Wolfe 

 

 
RECEIVING HOSPICE CARE 
 

Kevin Bench is receiving  

hospice care and is residing in a 

board and care home at 2957 

Hannan Drive, Pleasant Hill 

94523-2018. He would greatly 

appreciate cards and visits from 

Hillcrest members. 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

 Eric Sundin 

**Please help us keep these 

lists updated. If you do not 

see a name you expected to 

see, let us know. And, if you 

know of name(s) that can be 

removed, please contact  us 

at the Church office.  

THANK YOU! 

 

Dear Hillcrest Church, 
 

     Thank all of you for my wonderful 

100th birthday celebration.  It was so 

thrilling to hear all sing “Happy  

Birthday” on Sunday morning,  

April 8th. 
 
 

     Barb Stallings planned the  Fellow-

ship Hall table arrangement with the 

beautiful birthday cake and gorgeous 

flowers. 
 
 

     It was so great to greet old friends. 

 

Blessings and much love to you all, 

Fran Thorp 
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WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK 
 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that everyday prayers are being said for you?  Yes, a small but mighty 

group of Hillcrest members say prayers for Hillcrest and people in need including family 

members, friends, etc. across the country and beyond – EVERYDAY!  
 

What, you may ask?  How could I be so lucky?  I didn’t even know!  Tell me more. 

Well, it all started in the 1950’s when Lois Plourde, Elizabeth Wyrick, Gladys Finster 

and others saw the need for a committed group of people to support the confidential and 

open requests for prayer assistance as members, friends and family faced challenges in 

their lives: health, employment, bereavement, personal relationships, etc.   
 

Through confidential prayer, the Hillcrest Prayer Group has been assisting you for over 

60 years! Members of the Prayer Group find this ministry “rewarding” as it brings a 

feeling of closeness to others and a greater awareness of the compassion needed in a 

constantly changing world.  It is also a wonderful chance to form friendships within the 

group and there are joyful celebrations every month including birthdays, Taco Tuesdays, 

ice cream cones, etc.    
 

YES – it’s true:  there are openings for people to join this worthwhile, rewarding and 

joyful group!  All it takes is a commitment to meet every week: Tuesdays, 12:00 noon to 

2:00 pm.  Join us – we’d love to have you!  Call or text: 
 

Harriette Henrickson, 925.683.3456                         Katy Colbath, 925.938.0205  

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Congratulations to David Durant who was recently awarded The Cornerstone Award by the Pleasant 

Hill Community Foundation. Tim Flaherty, Mayor of Pleasant Hill, writes, “Aside from his service to 

our city as mayor and councilmember, David has always been a quiet contributor and supporter of the 

foundation and many other local organizations.” 
 

Congratulations, David! 
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 You are Invited to a Free Concert 

Tapestry Handbell and Vocal Ensemble 
 

Saturday May 12 

7:00p.m. in Hillcrest Sanctuary 
 

Last September I had the privilege of joining Tapestry, the only combined vocal and handbell ensemble in the 

Greater Bay Area. This May, Tapestry will be performing for the first time at Hillcrest and I hope you will all 

come to enjoy this talented group!! 
 

The Ensemble consists of approximately 25 female vocalists and 15 bell ringers and has been entertaining 

East Bay audiences for many, many years. Twice a year their performances are enjoyed by packed 

houses at the Rossmoor Event Center, the United Methodist Church in Walnut Creek, and other local 

churches.   
 

Tapestry is registered as a non-profit arts organization with the mission to entertain, educate, and raise 

funds for charity. Currently, offerings are going to Oeuvres des Hospitaliers de Provence to assist in 

their effort to build a Youth Home in Cameroon Africa. This facility will house children who have 

been separated from their parents in the ongoing warfare.  

 

In June, Tapestry singers will travel to Provence and Brittany in France to perform benefit concerts in 

support of this important work. 
 

The Ensemble’s May repertoire includes many old favorites, some gospel music, and a variety of beautiful 

eclectic pieces. When they needed a venue for the May 12 performance, I jumped at the chance to bring them 

to our church. 
 

I’m hoping we can fill the sanctuary and make Tapestry performances at Hillcrest a regular event. Bring your 

friends and family and prepare to be entertained!!  

         - Cindy Durant 
 

HELPFFUL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SENIORS 
 

More and more services are now available to meet the needs of seniors in our communities. 

The following are some numbers you might want to keep handy. 
 

PLEASANT HILL SENIOR VAN SERVICES: The Senior Van Service is an alternative 

means of travel for Pleasant Hill seniors run entirely by friendly, reliable, capable volunteers. 
 

Fare: $1.50 each way. For your convenience, 10-ride fare cards are available for purchase. Please call the  

reservation line below for an order form. Hours of Operation: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Friday: 9:00 a.m. to Noon.  Pre-registration is required. Call Pleasant Hill City Hall 

925-671-5272 for more information 
 

RIDES FOR SENIORS:  Mobility Matters offers ambulatory, otherwise home bound senior residents of 

Contra Costa County free, one-on-one, door-through-door rides provided by volunteer drivers. These rides 
are primarily for the purpose of obtaining medical care, grocery shopping, and other basic necessities.  
 
To become a Rides for Seniors client, you must meet all the following qualifications: Age 60 or older; Able to 

walk with the aid of a cane, walker, knee scooter, crutches, or elbow assistance; Require escorted, door-

through-door assistance; Able to call in to request rides; Unable to use other forms of transportation. Call 

925-284-6161 for more information. 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Joshua Feltman 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  

9:30 Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School 

Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

May 13, 2018 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: April 30, 2018 
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Hillcrest Book Club 
 

 

This month we are reading "The First Wife, A Tale of Polygamy" 

by Paulina Chiziane. The author is the first  published female  

novelist from Mozambique. The reader has to broaden their  

definition of what being faithful is, especially when five women in 

the novel realize they have been married to the same man. 

 

The next meeting is May 13th, in Room 16, after the church service. 

Bring your coffee or tea and come be  a part of this Fellowship.  An 

interesting discussion is sure to follow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 


