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AND TO ALL WHO RECEIVED HIM HE GAVE POWER…
Dear Hillcrest Family,
You never know what challenges a new day will bring. As I write, it was yesterday that Kathy, Sue, Jim, and I
were all here in the Hillcrest Office needing and expecting to get onto our email and the internet, and guess what?
We couldn’t. After a grueling hour or two of dealing with recorded voices and real voices from different vendors
and providers, Sue and Kathy were able to identify the problem—the router wasn’t functioning. Solution? A new
router.
When the tech came to install the new router he discovered something. The router was fine. So, what was the
problem? The power source. When I heard it, I blurted out, “Well, I guess everybody needs a power source.”
And then I thought—yeah, that’s right. That really is right.

Jesus’ followers were very clear about the “power” they experienced from Jesus and the “power” they experienced from the Holy Spirit. They used strong language. The biblical word for power doesn’t really even need
to be translated: “dynamo” comes directly from it.
Too bad we don’t use the word dynamo more often. According to Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
“dynamo” has two meanings: 1. Generator; 2. A forceful, energetic individual.
I think Jesus would agree. God knows we have some dynamos around here!
Seriously, what and who Jesus and Holy Spirit are for us and the world are generators of power and forceful,
energetic forces for life and living life abundantly. Dynamic enough and powerful enough to heal—ourselves,
others, and our world. Powerful enough to keep us moving on even when, especially when, the going gets tough.
Power to act on behalf of ourselves, on behalf of others, and on behalf of our world to experience and to pass
along God’s love and care.
Sisters and brothers, stay plugged in the dynamic power source which is our God!
Blessings,

Rev. Fred

…TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD
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HILLCREST ANNUAL HARVEST DINNER
Hosting the
KOREAN METHODIST CHURCH
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018
12 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL
Hillcrest has a long-standing tradition of holding an annual Harvest Dinner the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving
and of inviting and honoring our brothers and sisters from the Korean Methodist Church as our guests. We
hope to share the experience of a traditional American Thanksgiving dinner and share our gratitude and
blessings with them.
Sign-ups will begin on October 28th in Fellowship Hall following worship. Or, you can call the church
Office at (925) 689-8260 or send the office an email with:


your reservations and how many people you will bring



what you will bring (turkey, salad, potatoes, sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce or pies)



how you are willing to help (greeters, decorations, set-up, kitchen serving, clean-up)

Questions? Please call Angie Beal—(925) 457-0758 or the church office at (925) 689-8260. If you need a ride
to the dinner or know someone who does, please contact the office. We want everyone who would like to
attend to be able to do so.

AND...
HARVEST DONATION FOR THE HILLCREST FOOD ROOM
In addition to our Harvest Dinner, we also ask that people bring a food item to place on the chancel table as a
small token of gratitude for all God has given us. All items will be donated to the Hillcrest Food Room

THANKSIVING MULTI-FAITH CELEBRATION & SERVICE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH
4:00 P.M.
CLAYTON VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We will gather in community with faith leaders from across the County to find inspiration, share
gratitude for abundance and commit to confronting poverty.
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Hillcrest’s Stewardship – Sustaining God’s Work in 2019
The “Pledge Drive”, Hillcrest’s annual effort to encourage everyone to promise their financial support for
church programs is well underway. As part of Hillcrest’s year-round stewardship program of sharing time,
talents and treasure to do God’s work, the pledge drive seeks a commitment of financial support throughout
the coming year. It is essential for every household to participate so Hillcrest can effectively plan and sustain
its legacy of service.
Moderator Cindy Durant introduced our five week pledge drive at the October 7th worship service. The
following Sunday, Rico Duran spoke to us about how the miraculous survival and development of his
prematurely born and very tiny daughter strengthened his faith. On October 21st, we began distributing
pledge cards to every family. And on Sunday, November 11th, we will consecrate our pledge commitments
and celebrate our mutual generosity in after worship Fellowship Hall.
Do you know where your pledge card is? If you didn’t pick it up on October 21st or 28th, the US Postal Service delivered it to your home. If you haven’t filled it out and turned it in, it’s probably sitting in your
seemingly inexhaustible pile of bills to pay. You need to deal with it again this year, please. Preferably
sooner rather than later (this is the perspective of the bean counters who deal with Hillcrest’s inexhaustible
pile of bills).
It’s not easy for most of us to fill out a pledge card. Making a big financial commitment for a year that hasn’t
even started yet is scary. Got faith? Got hope? It’s still scary. Anything could happen next year. But Jesus
has the answer to the very human fear of uncertainty that we all share. Our church, Hillcrest, constantly reassures us that God’s love casts out fears and his blessings will always sustain us. And as Casey Stengel
said: “You can look it up.” In Matthew 6:25, Jesus teaches us to not be anxious about our lives.
Another human trait is to compare ourselves with others. Because we have more than most, we may feel vain
or guilty. Because we have less than some others, we may feel bitter or resentful. Jesus teaches us to judge
not (Matt. 7:1). And who hasn’t felt that they just have less than they hoped for and see too many demands
on their limited resources. Jesus teaches us not to lay up treasures on earth but to seek first God’s kingdom
and His righteousness (Matt. 6:19, 33). We know in our hearts that we must share whatever we have
because God’s work is so very important not only for ourselves but for those whom we love and everyone
else in the world.
So if you still are holding on to your pledge card (or are thinking that you really should have submitted a
different amount), please fill it out (or get a replacement from the church office) and turn it in right away.
Each promise of financial support is a mustard seed planted by the river of life. And each seed will grow
large in support of God’s kingdom here on earth and multiply His blessings over all His works. Please give
generously in 2019P. God bless you!
John Wolfe – Budget Coordinator
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“Silent Night, Holy Night” is one of the best-loved moments of many a Christmas Eve.
Something mystical happens when we light our candles and sing the hope of “all is calm,
all is bright”—peace and light for the world. This Advent season we will celebrate the
carol’s message as it teaches us who we are in the world and guides us to know Peace,
Joy, Love and Hope all year long.

Saturday, December 1: Holiday Preparation & Fun—Hanging of the Greens
Come for coffee and donuts, and to decorate Fellowship Hall and the Sanctuary for this special season.
Meet in Fellowship Hall at 10:00a.m.

Sunday Services—10:15a.m Carol Sing, 10:30a.m. Worship
December 2:

“Sleep in Peace—Peace”

December 9:

“Glories Stream—Joy”

December 16:

“Redeeming Grace—Love”

December 23:

“Let us Sing—Hope”

Christmas Eve Service & Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 24, 5:00p.m—in the Sanctuary
All children, grandchildren, and their friends are invited to participate. See details below.
Families may bring infant clothing wrapped in white tissue to the service as an offering to the Baby
Jesus. Gifts go to the Hillcrest Layette Program.

Children and Family Activities
December 9:

Sugarplum Workshop—beginning during Worship and continuing
afterwards—Fellowship Hall

December 9, 16 & 23:

Pageant Rehearsals—During 9:30a.m. Sunday School
and 10:30a.m. Worship

December 19:

Pageant Rehearsal (tentative) 6:00p.m. in the Sanctuary

December 24:

Children in Pageant arrive at 3:45 to dress, eat snacks & practice

Hillcrest Congregational Church—United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill
925-689-8260
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Oktoberfest 2018 was a great success! We especially want to thank Neal Minietta and Dennis
Fisher for their culinary talents. The sausages, strudel and German cookies were a special treat. Thank you
to Margaret Halbig for entertaining us and everyone who helped set up, clean up, brought beverages, potato salads and the very generous donations of Raffle Prizes.

Children’s Sabbath—October 21, 2018
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT
CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Maureen Alison
Ryan Anderson
Sherrell Baker
Stephen Baker
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Mitsuka Bude
Becky Bunnell
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Reva Dietz
Nancy Goff
Nancy Hammill
Eldon Harwood
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Vicki Hernandez
Norm and Adele Inkster
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Frank Laemmlen
Sharon Lind
Shirley Malcolm
Chuck Payne
Alix Sahlin
Jeanette Sahlin
Dana Sparks
Bob Wooldridge
HOME FROM THE
HOSPITAL
Jeannette Sahlin
Eunhye Grace (Wife of Rev.
Jeff (Korean Methodist Church)
Bob Wooldridge

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Barbara Cotton
Marilyn Finson
Betty MacKenzie
Mary Rinehart
Shirley Ronzone
Jan Smiley
Betty Soreide
Martha Vivrette
**Please help us keep these
lists updated. If you do not see
a name you expected to see, let
us know. And, if you know of
name(s) that can be removed,
please contact us at the
Church office.
MOVED
John and Eileen Dahl have moved to
Sacramento. Their new address is:
641 Feature Drive, Apt. 127,
Sacramento, CA 95825-8329.

IN SYMPATHY

Our sympathy goes to Rev. Ray and
Jackie Welles on the recent death of
Rev. Ray’s brother, John, who passed
away in Southern California.

THANK YOU
Dear Hillcrest Family and Friends,
I want to thank Rev. Weidmann and all
of you for your love and support the past
several months. My beautiful mother,
Frances Thorp, cherished all her Hillcrest
friends over the years, after joining the
church in 1954. Very special thanks to so
many of you who visited her in June,
July and August, including Rev. Fred,
David, Tuesday Prayer Group friends
Harriette and Katy, Barbara, Rachel,
Carolyn, and others of you I haven’t
named. Thank you for your prayers, your
cards, texts and phone calls.
Thank you Rev. Fred, Kathy, Susan and
Barbara for helping me plan the beautiful
memorial and reception on September
29th. My mother was certainly blessed to
belong to such a loving church.
With gratitude,
Rochelle Hays and
Thorp Family
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Could YOU be a Friend to the Caring Hands Program?
The next Caring Hands Volunteer training is coming up on November 9! If you
have just an hour or two each week to
offer friendship and occasional rides to a
senior in your neighborhood, or if you
know someone wonderful who knows how to be a friend, please
consider joining the team as a non-medical volunteer caregiver.
Enriching matches and deep relationships are created with frail
or isolated Contra Costa County seniors who treasure a friendly
visit, a walk, a social outing, or a ride to the doctor. Reading
mail or providing occasional respite care are services which
make a big difference. The program is flexible and you can
volunteer in your own neighborhood if you wish.
Perhaps you’ll be that friend who gives a waiting senior hope
and help – or maybe you know just the person to do so! For an
application or more information about John Muir Health’s
Caring Hands please contact Stacy Appel, Volunteer Coordinator, at (925) 952-2999 or email
caring.hands@johnmuirhealth.com ,

PRAISE FOR OUTREACH VOLUNTEERS
The church office recently received a phone call from a woman
who is providing transportation and assistance to a family who
recently arrived from Afghanistan. The volunteer was checking
to see whether the family was eligible to return for a second
visit to the Food and Clothing rooms. During the conversation
the caller commented on how friendly and welcoming everyone
at Hillcrest has been to her client.
Knowing how difficult it must be for anyone having to leave
their home country, we are grateful to have services and
volunteers who make the transition a bit easier for new arrivals
to the U.S.
To all who work in the Clothing Room and Room A, what you
do does not go unnoticed. Thank you for all you continue to do
to serve our
Community.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday -Friday 9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
The office is now closed at noon
on Wednesdays.
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)
Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED: October 30, 2018
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Hillcrest Book Group
November Book Group Selection:
The book selection for November is An American
Marriage by Tayari Jones. This is a book which speaks not only to
the relationship between husband and wife, but it touches on the
bond between parents and their children, even into adulthood. We
look into the souls of people who must reckon with a past while
moving forward with hope and pain into the future.
Our next meeting is November 11th. We will meet in Room 16 after
the church service to share our opinions and thoughts on this interesting story. Haven't read the book? Bring your coffee/tea and listen
to our review of An American Marriage.
Upcoming Reading Selections
December: 4:50 From Paddington by Agatha Christie
January: Call the Nurse by Mary J. MacLeod

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Pastoral Associate:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Worship Service schedule
10:30—Worship begins
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
October 14, 2018 at NOON.
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

