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HANGING IN THERE… 

Dear Hillcrest Family, 

 

Thanks again to all for all your support in my two months of sabbatical leave in July and August.  I made signifi-

cant progress on a writing project tentatively titled “For Christ’s Sake” about living life with our creator God who 

keeps creating and renewing all of creation and all of us.  Kerstin and I also took a wonderful and meandering 

road trip up to Seattle and back.   

 

The article below is an excerpt from something Kerstin wrote about our trip. Hope you enjoy… 

 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Romans 12:12 

 

On our recent trip to Oregon and Washington, I saw many natural wonders that took my breath away.  Among 

them were ancient giant Spruce, Pine and Fir trees in the rain forest of Olympic National Park, and the majestic 

Redwoods of Northern California. However, the tree that impressed me most on this trip is a conifer (maybe a 

Spruce?) of rather ordinary size. Have a look at the picture, and maybe you can see why. 

 
The tree is perched on the edge of a gorge – Annie Creek Gorge in Oregon, to be precise. Over time, weather and 

erosion washed away the earth its roots once were grounded in. More than half of its (massive) roots are now  

exposed with nothing to hold on to. Yet this tree is literally hanging in there, standing proud and tall, full of life. 

The word ‘defiant’ came to my mind when I looked at it, as did the word ‘hope’. Life persists against all odds.  

 

I think we all know what it means to ‘hang in there’. There are plenty of situations in life when we are exhausted, 

burnt out, overwhelmed, and seem to be losing ground – we are diagnosed with a severe illness, we lose a loved 

one, something bad happens to us. There are times when it seems there is nothing to hold on to. All we can do in 

such situations is to hang in there – and to just survive, another hour, another day, another week – and to hang on. 

 

   [Continued on p. 2…]   



 Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS    October 2018 2 

 

 

Some are so traumatized by things that happen to them that they can’t manage to hang in there without the 

help of alcohol, recreational or prescription drugs, or some other habit that brings relief and satisfaction for a 

moment (like ‘retail therapy’) but is destructive in the long term. For some (even people of faith), it’s really 

tough to hang in there and we shouldn’t judge them but rather seek to help them as much as we can to get back 

on a healthy and life-fostering track. 

 

But as people of faith, we have hope that things eventually will get better, because God promises us life to the 

fullest that transcends life here on earth. God showed his yearning for this kind of life when Christ rose on 

Easter morn, for the sake of humanity and the sake of the world. 

 

We have something to hold on to, for we are grounded in God – and even as we die (as the tree in the picture 

above eventually will not be able to hang in there anymore and will have to surrender to gravity), we are  

confident that God is there to catch us and give us life beyond death. God gives us confidence that life persists 

against all odds. 

 

We also can find hold in community – the picture doesn’t show it, but there are other trees nearby whose roots 

intertwine with the roots of the tree on the edge, offering stability. My prayer is that we all have community 

we can turn to when we just ‘hang in there’: family, friends, a church community, or groups that organize 

themselves with the goal of helping each other make it through tough times. Nobody needs to be alone in times 

of trouble! 

 

My hope and prayer is that we all recognize that we are community to someone else and can offer something 

to hold on to when someone is in need. 

 

The Apostle Paul knew something about hanging in there. His mission of spreading the good news of the  

crucified and risen Christ did not always go according to plan. He had to contend with adversity from outside 

and within the Christian community. He was derided, driven out of town more than once, stoned and left for 

dead, imprisoned several times, and eventually martyred for his faith.  

 

But he had hope: hope in God, and also hope in Christian community, the ‘body of Christ’. With this defiant 

hope in his heart, he could write to the struggling congregation in Rome, that in all hardship, ‘Let love be  

genuine; hate what is evil, hold on fast to what is good; love another with mutual affection; outdo one another 

in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in  

suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints (which is, the members of the Christian 

congregation); extend hospitality to strangers…Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep’ (Romans 12:9-13, 15) May these words remind us of the loving and gracious and life-giving power of 

God and the power of community in all those times we merely hang in there and as we move ahead. 

 

Pastor Kerstin Weidmann 

 

Blessings,  

Rev. Fred  
                                                                                                                           …AND MOVING AHEAD  
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Family Fun at Hillcrest Church 
 

Christian Ed is excited about October - so many events for families to en-

joy!  Here is the flyer that was mailed home to families as an October invita-

tion.  And remember...Advent is just around the corner - more fun for kids! 

 

The Christian Ed Team 
 

Oktoberfest: October 6 

Dinner and fundraiser at Hillcrest Church; children under 14 eat for 

free!  Doors open 5:30 pm; music, raffle & delicious food!  At Hill-

crest Church. 

Blessing of the Animals: October 14 
Bring your favorite pet to church for a special service and blessing of the ani-

mals!  Don’t miss this Pleasant Hill community tradition!  Sunday, October 

14 10:30 am at Hillcrest Church 

Children’s Sabbath: October 21 
And Jesus said “let the little children come to me…for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.”  Come participate and be part of a special service 

lead by children on Sunday, October 21 10:30 at Hillcrest Church 

Fall Family Fiesta: October 28 
Wear a costume and get a free raffle ticket!  Prizes, games, haunted house, 

photography booth, pumpkin decorating, etc.   Sunday, October 28 at Hill-

crest Church. 

Come and be part of the joy! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje9M3vxNndAhUKSq0KHWFqBx4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhappydays-365.com%2Fholidays-important-days-in-october%2F&psig=AOvVaw3YEgBEVE1Nvo8DzduqofUe&ust=1538081112
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Hillcrest’s  2018 Stewardship/Pledge Drive  
 

October and November are stewardship months at Hillcrest. This includes the Pledge Drive, our annual 

effort to encourage everyone to promise financial support for next year’s church programs.  In the Gos-

pel of Luke, Jesus teaches the gathered crowd, “Give and it will be given you.  Good measure, pressed 

down, and overflowing will be poured out into your lap.  For the measure with which you measure will 

be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38).  Throughout the same chapter, Jesus warns about the smallness 

of a life that only gives back once those living it have received something. Instead, he urges his follow-

ers to take the lead, to be generous first, and in so doing discover that you get what you give. 

 

On Sunday, October 7, our Moderator will introduce Hillcrest’s five-week Pledge Drive,  part of our 

year-round stewardship program of sharing time, talents and treasure to do God’s work.  The pledge 

drive seeks a commitment of financial support throughout the coming year.   

 

On subsequent Sundays other church members will share different aspects of giving.  Pledge cards will 

be made available on Sunday, October 21.  We will consecrate our pledge commitments on Consecra-

tion Sunday, November 11. The participation of every household is essential to effectively plan and sus-

tain our church’s legacy of service. Pledge contributions provide almost 90% of Hillcrest’s general fund 

revenue. 

 

It is not enough to say that Jesus wants us to give; he really wants us to be shaped by generous living.  

He wants our lives to turn in a new direction; a direction not shaped by a grasping kind of living, but by 

an open-hearted life lived in delight and gratitude. Let your gratitude for all you have received show in 

your delight in giving. Please pledge generously for 2019.  God bless you. 

 

John Wolfe, Budget Coordinator – Board of Trustees  
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MODERATOR’S REPORT 

 

;or  

calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS    October 2018 6 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

  

“The Apocrypha Jesus” Video Series 

Adult Education  

Begins September 23rd 
 

"The Apocryphal Jesus" (a video series from The Great Courses) 
adult education series offers fascinating insights into the early 
Christian world and how different groups understood the teach-
ings of Jesus and the first apostles. 

The New Testament contains 27 Gospels, Letters, Acts and 
more. These are only a fraction of the many volumes written 
about the life of Jesus, the apostles, and early Christian commu-
nities. This alternative body of literature falls under the catego-
ry of "apocrypha," which literally means "hidden" or "secret." 

Join Rev. Fred Weidmann in viewing and discussing this video 
series led by Professor David Brakke, Ohio State University, and 
a friend and fellow student of Rev. Weidmann's in the Graduate 
Studies program at Yale.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our sympathy goes to Tina Olson and 

family on the death of her brother, Eric 

Sundin who passed away on August 19, 

2018. Rev. Weidmann officiated at his 

graveside service. 
 

 

Our condolences go to Morena and 

Flor Cruz and family on the death of 

Morena’s father.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Congratulations to John and Carol Wolfe 

on the birth of their new granddaughter, 

Analiese Catherine Wolfe. Born  

August 20th in Eden Prairie, MN, she joins 

sister Ariella Caroline Wolfe.  The proud new 

parents are Bruce and Kareena Wolfe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOYS 
 

We are grateful to out Healing Touch 

Hillcrest members who have been 

working at the “Stand Down” in 

Pleasanton for disabled veterans.  

Hillcresters include Cindy Durant and 

Suzanne Mittica and Bill Cunning-

ham. 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Maureen Alison 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Sherrell Baker 

 Stephen Baker 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Becky Bunnell 

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Eileen and John Dahl 

 Reva Dietz 

 Nancy Goff 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Eldon Harwood 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Bill and Sue LaPat 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Chuck Payne 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Larry Smythe 

 Dana Sparks 

 Martha Vivrette  

 Bob Wooldridge 

  
 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 
 

Larry Smythe 

Donna Rohrer 

Maureen Alison 

Janis Duysen 

Bob Sartin 

 
 

 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Barbara Cotton 

 Marilyn Finson 

 Betty MacKenzie 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

**Please help us keep these 

lists updated. If you do not see 

a name you expected to see, let 

us know. And, if you know of 

name(s) that can be removed, 

please contact  us at the 

Church office.  

BAPTISM 

 

Fox Wallace Terry was baptized at 

Hillcrest Church UCC by Rev. Fred 

Weidmann on Sunday, September 2nd. 

Fox is the son of Mya and Ryan Terry. 

Mya coordinates Children & Youth 

Ministries and Ryan is in charge of 

church maintenance and is the sound 

board technician.  Congratulations! 

 

Rev. Fred holds Fox Terry as parent’s 

Mya, Ryan, sister Nina and family look 

on. 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Pastoral Associate:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Joshua Feltman 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service schedule  

10:30—Worship begins 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour  

 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

October 14, 2018 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: October 28, 2018 
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Hillcrest Book Group 
October Book Group Selection: 

 
 The book selection for October is The Call of the Wild by Jack  

 London.   The story follows a dog named BUCK   He is abducted 

from a comfortable life as a pet and tossed into the chaos of the 

Klondike Gold Rush along with the realities of frontier life. 
 

The story was first published in four installments in 1903 by The 

Saturday Evening Post, which bought it for $750.00.  In the same 

year London sold the story for $2000 to  MacMillan.  He never  

received any royalties.  The book has never been out of print. 
 

Join us at the October 14th meeting in Room 16  after the church 

service, to share our thoughts and discuss this "classic" novel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 


