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Hillcrest Friends,
As this summer comes to a close, I find myself reflecting on my time here, and the experiences we have shared.
With Reverend Fred on sabbatical, these past months have been a time of great personal growth for me.
I have had the opportunity to take on new roles and greater responsibility. Though I was apprehensive at first, I
now find myself more sure than ever of myself and my calling. I have had the opportunity to help people, to
serve and lead, to make mistakes, and to learn from them, and for that, I feel very blessed.
The highlight of the summer for me was, of course, our Kidz Camp in July. I am told that this was one of our
largest camp groups ever, and the children were a delight to work with. Our camp this year took our kids on a
tour of the Caribbean islands. They got to read about children very much like themselves who live in that part of
the world, how their lives are similar to ours, and how they might be different. The camp experience was not
without challenges, notably the incredible heat wave that hit us that week, forcing us to cancel a few outdoor activities in favor of lower energy indoor ones. Nevertheless, a good time was had by all, and we hope that a few of
the families who we met this summer will not be strangers in the coming year.
Though Reverend Fred's absence was felt this summer, it gave us an opportunity to host a number of wonderful
pastors, who took on various roles in his absence. At various times over the past months, I got to work with Ray
Wells, Katherine Schreiber, Skip Holiday and Rodney Yee. It has given me a chance to learn from each of these
people, and they have been very gracious in offering advice and wisdom to me. This has been a great comfort to
me. As I take on more and more challenges and responsibilities, I feel that I cannot fail with a support network
this strong.
Of course, the joys of this summer did not come without some sorrows. Our community has mourned the loss of
several of our friends and family members these past months. At the same time, a new round of wildfires has
erupted in our state, causing worry and distress for many. Even as we celebrate, our prayers remain with those
who mourn and those who suffer, either in our own community, or in the world that surrounds us.
These last few weeks have found me gearing up for the coming year. I find myself quite excited by the prospect
of helping to plan this year's Sunday school curriculum. I already have a few ideas for lessons and activities, and
it is never too early to start thinking about the Christmas pageant. I look forward to seeing you around, whether I
am herding packs of children, standing up front in the service, or just helping out where I can.
Blessings
David Kuechle, Pastoral Associate
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Celebration!
Saturday, October 6, 2018
Refreshments at 5:30 & Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Hillcrest Fellowship Hall
Mouthwatering sausages, bratwurst, and hot dogs.
Fantastic sauerkraut, cooked cabbage and potato salad
Delicious, refreshing cold beer and tasty wine for a

$5.00 glass rental fee.

Scrumptious dessert
Entertainment, Music and Mystery Raffle Prizes!
All you can eat for $25.00 per adult; children under 14 free
SIGN UPS IN FELLOWSHIP HALL BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 11th
RSVP BY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th
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Welcome Back Week: September 9 –16th
September 9: Return to Regular Schedule
9:30 Church School, 10:30 Worship Service
September 16: Welcome Back Celebration
On September 16 after the Worship Service will be a celebration on the patio welcoming us
all back from summer vacation.
There will be food, music, and activities along with booths with information about our ministries and committees. We hope you can join in the festivities as we celebrate each other and
our church!
Moderator’s Report
It takes a village…
At Hillcrest we:
 Care for and educate children.
 Maintain and enhance a physical campus.
 Raise and distribute funds, and maintain financial records.
 Plan and carry out weekly Worship services.
 Provide food, clothing and layettes to the needy.
 Care for those in our church family who are sick, grieving, in residential care, or just going through
tough times.
 Get together as a community for dinners and other celebrations.
 And much more…
Sounds like a village to me!!
We realize that most you already contribute your time and talent to Hillcrest and for that we are grateful.
Frankly, because there are fewer members than ever who are able to help carry the load, we are asking you
to take a look and find at least one more thing you can do to strengthen your Hillcrest village.
In every case there are small things you can do that will make a big impact.
 Provide treats for the kids at church school once—or on a regular basis.
 Sing with the Extended Choir—regularly or occasionally.
 Restock in the pews with offering envelopes.
 Help with set-up or clean-up at a church dinner.
 Bring a church member with you to church or to drive them to a doctor appointment.
 Help count money in the offering plates on a Monday morning.
Whether you’ve been attending church regularly or haven’t been there for a while, we encourage you to
come, hang out, listen to the music, and check out the committee booths to see where you can help out in any
small way to keep this community thriving.
Your Moderator
- Cindy Durant
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closed.
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KIDZ CAMP 2018
A big “thank you” to everyone who helped make our Kidz Camp a huge success. It takes the participation
and assistance of many people to help make camp run smoothly throughout the week. Special thanks go to
the following groups and individuals::
*Office Staff
*Counselors
*Snack & Clean-Up volunteers
*All who donated craft items

*Camp Leaders
*Jr. Counselors

The following individuals:
*Ryan Terry for daily set up
*Sue Beadle for web and graphic assistance
*Baron of Simply Selling Shirts for t-shirts
*Gordon with Pleasant Hill CERT
*Frank Hackett for his hurricane presentation &
general assistance
*All of our wonderful campers!
~Vicki Hackett, Camp Director
From the Office Staff to Vicki Hackett, Katy Colbath, Amber Willliamson and David Kuechle:
Thank YOU for a wonderful week of camp!
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FLOWERS FOR CHANCEL TABLE
Please signs ups being taken

Thank you to all who have presented floral arrangements to enhance our Sunday morning worship services. All have been
beautiful.
There are blank spaces on the sign up chart on the western wall
of Fellowship Hall (near the restrooms). If you’ve been thinking
about it—now is the time.
If you have a flowering bush or home garden flowers, consider
sharing their beauty with us. Arrangements do not have to be
from a florist.
If you need help or more information, call Rachel at
925-935-5755.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday -Friday 9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
The office is now closed at noon
on Wednesdays.
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)
Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT

CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Maureen Alison
Ryan Anderson
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Mitsuka Bude
Becky Bunnell
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Eileen and John Dahl
Reva Dietz
Nancy Goff
Nancy Hammill
Eldon Harwood
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Bill and Sue LaPat
Sharon Lind
Shirley Malcolm
Chuck Payne
Alix Sahlin
Larry Smythe
Dana Sparks
Martha Vivrette
Bob Wooldridge
HOME FROM THE
HOSPITAL
Norm & Adele Inkster
Larry Smythe
Ray Welles
Bob Wooldridge

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Betty MacKenzie
Mary Rinehart
Shirley Ronzone
Jan Smiley
Betty Soreide
Eric Sundin
**Please help us keep these
lists updated. If you do not see
a name you expected to see, let
us know. And, if you know of
name(s) that can be removed,
please contact us at the
Church office.

IN SYMPATHY
Our sympathy goes to Bob Hodgson and
family. Nancy passed away on July 15th.
Bob and Nancy were both very active
volunteers in the Food Room for many
years.
Our condolences go to the Ryan family
on the death of Bettie Ryan. Bettie died
on August 5, 2018. Memorial services
were held at Oakmont Cemetery on
August 17th.
Our sympathy goes to Carol and John
Wolfe and family on the death of Carol’s
mother, Dorothy Smith. Dorothy passed
away on August 7, 2018 in Southern
California.
Our condolences go to the family of
Frances (Fran) Thorp who passed away
on August 19th. Plans are being made for
a memorial service at Hillcrest in
September.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Kedee Snell, great
granddaughter of Gloria Malcolm.
Kedee who graduated from College
Park High School in June.
BAPTIZED
Charlotte Paige Hackett, granddaughter
of Vicki and Frank Hackett. Charlotte
was baptized on July 22, 2018 by Rev.
Ray Welles. Congratulations to the
Hackett family!

MOVED
Barbara Cotton has moved from
Rossmoor to a skilled nursing facility in
Sebastopol. No address is available but
cards sent to her Rossmoor address will
be forwarded to her.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED: August 25, 2018
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Hillcrest Book Group
September Book Group Selection:
The book selection for September is Nothing to Envy-Ordinary
Lives in North Korea by Barbara Demick. The author explores
the most closed off society in the world through the stories of six
"ordinary" North Koreans who defected to South Korea in the late
1990s.
Join us at the September 9th meeting in Room 16. A very timely
read for all of us.

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Pastoral Associate:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Summer Worship Service schedule
June 10—September 2, 2018
10:30—Beginning September 9, 2018
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
September 9, 2018 at NOON.
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

