
 

 

 

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS     April 2019 1 

April 2019 

HILLCREST  

~ News ~ 
         A Gathering Place for Faith and Action in the Community 
                  www.hillcrestucc.org 

 

 

Hillcrest 
Congregational 

Church 

    

Forget the Bunny. How about an Easter Hen? 
 

I want to share a story (Luke 13:31-35) which includes what is perhaps the simplest and richest image of God 

that Jesus ever shared. And it says a lot about who we are and what we are about as Easter people. 

 

As Jesus is just beginning the journey from his home region of Galilee to Jerusalem for what we will come to 

know as the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter the Pharisees—yes, those Pharisees; the ones we  

often tend to think of as enemies of Jesus—come to Jesus with urgent news: they warn him to hurry up and go 

because Herod Antipas (the regional puppet king under Rome) is trying to get him. Jesus says that that’s his plan 

anyway. So yes, he’ll be on his way. And he then goes on to indicate that he is going to Jerusalem where he fully 

expects he will be caught and executed (and indeed as Luke tells the story this same Herod will have a hand in 

that—a reminder of just how tenacious the forces that work against God’s ways in the world can be can be).  

 

So, what image does Jesus use to quickly paint a word picture—remember, he’s got to be moving on (!)—that 

will resonate with these friendly opponents (these Pharisees may disagree with him about how to understand God 

and any number of related things but they sure don’t want to see him harmed or killed) and with his own follow-

ers and with us? How does he put forward an image of God to convey  the need for everybody—leaders and  

people alike—to see the error of their ways and begin to live as God intended?   

 

Here’s how: “How often,” says Jesus, “have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood 

under her wings, and you were not willing!”  When push comes to shove and he has to come up with an effective 

image for God right there on the spot, what does Jesus use? God as mother hen. What an image! 

 

Now, one thing I never understood about Easter is what bunnies have to do with eggs. I think I’ll just be forever 

confused about that one. But hens and mother hens and God as mother hen—that I get. And as for us?  Well this 

Easter and beyond, let’s let the loud and triumphant and ever-loving call of God crack our shells and make us the 

most aware hatchlings we can be. Let’s gather together as one under God’s wing as we heed God’s call to live in 

a way that makes for life and life abundant.  

 

Happy Easter! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Rev. Fred  
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SCHEDULE FOR LENT AND HOLY WEEK 

 

The Lenten Season 
The season of Lent has often been a time when we think about “giving something up”—a 

holdover from its penitential flavor in the medieval church. But what if we thought less 

about “giving up” and more about “Making Room?” In this Lent series, we will find out 

what it really costs to be so busy. Let us reconnect to an unhurried God. 
 

The theme for this year’s Lenten season is “Reconnecting with an Unhurried God.” Throughout the season we 

will be asked to discern the cost of being so busy, cluttered and stressed. Each Sunday’s worship services will 

provide us with an opportunity to be still and make room within ourselves for God’s light, love and  

compassion.  

   Thru April 7:  Sunday Lenten Services 

   April 14:        Palm Sunday-a special service including palms & processional 
 

   April 19:  Good Friday:      

       *5:45 p.m.:  Family Eucharist in Fellowship Hall 

       *7:00 p.m.:  Tenebrae Service in the Sanctuary 
 

   April 21:  Easter Service with the Korean Methodist Church  

    followed by an Easter lunch hosted by the KMC 
 

 

LENTEN NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Hello Hillcrest Families! 
 

I hope your Lenten season has been off to a great start! As you may remember, we have a lot of meaningful 

and fun ways for kids to participate in the worship services throughout Lent, whether it be reading, singing, or 

service.  
 

Here is snapshot of some of our family-friendly Lenten activities: 
 

 Palm Sunday is Sunday, April 14th. The kids are invited to participate in the music during worship  

      by singing a song about Jesus!  
 

 Starting Sunday, March 24th, all kids who are interested in participating in the Palm Sunday song will 

meet in the sanctuary after church for a brief rehearsal with Josh and Mya. 
 

 Good Friday is Friday, April 19th. Hillcrest has a wonderful family Eucharist meal at 5:45 pm, followed by 

a moving and very special Good Friday worship service at 7 pm. I have been so blessed to attend this  

      service the last couple of years, and it is something I look forward to each year. 
 

I sincerely hope your family will join us for the remaining Lenten worship series which focuses on making 

room for Jesus in our hearts and lives by tuning out the stresses of the day-to-day, and turning inward to grow 

deeper in our faith and relationship with God.  And, of course, don’t miss Easter Sunday, April 21, look for-

ward to seeing you. 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
 

Sincerely,        

Mya Terry, Christian Education     

(925) 350-9113 (cell) 
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MORE NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Over the past months, our Sunday School has been focusing on the life of Jesus 

Christ. We learned about the events surrounding His birth in Christmas and  

Advent, so now we are studying His life and ministry. Our focus has been on  

discipleship: who Jesus's disciples were and what it means to be a disciple.  
 

 

 

 

With the beginning of Lent, we look forward to finishing the story with Christ's death and  

resurrection.  On Palm Sunday, April 14th, we will be having our traditional procession of the palms 

as well as a children's song. We invite you and your families to join us for the celebration. 
 

 

David Kuechle, Pastoral Associate 

 

 

From The Multi-Faith ACTION COALITION (MFAC) 
 

MFAC is celebrating its first five years of working to eliminate poverty in Contra Costa County. 

While “eliminate” is an aspirational goal, we are committed to its achievement. Embedded in our 

name ACTION is the core of our mission: Advocates & Communities Taking Initiative for Our 

Neighbors.  We are launching a new website at www.multifaithactioncoalition.org. 
 

Several Hillcrest members and friends are active in MFAC. If you’d like to become involved, speak 

with Bill Cunningham or Rev. Fred. Check out the new website to learn about MFACs accomplish-

ment and current actions, AND to participate in the contest: 

 

     Every member of a congregation who explores our new website and answers a few questions 

     will increase your congregation’s chances of winning. The winning congregation will receive 

     a reception hosted by members of the Coalition, before or after a service….[And] Every 

     individual who completes the survey will be entered into a drawing for a gift card for a dinner 

     for two at a local restaurant. The drawing will be held soon after the May 31st deadline.   

 

 

 

2019 EASTER FLOWER ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
 

It is a tradition at Hillcrest to decorate the Sanctuary on Easter morning with lilies and blooming 

spring bulbs purchased by members and friends to honor or commemorate loved ones.   
 

If you would like to order flowers for Easter, please complete the enclosed order form and return it, 

along with payment, to Hillcrest Church by Palm Sunday, April 14th. 
 

After Easter, we will again be delighted to have Chancel Table presentations by volunteers. A sign-

up sheet is available on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall and I can provide consultation or  

assistance.  Flowers do sing to the heart!!   ~Rachel Hakel, Flower Coordinator, 925-935-5755 
 

 

 

http://www.multifaithactioncoalition.org
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     Hillcrest Women’s Retreat 
     “Making Room for God” 
    Connect with your Sisters – Connect with the Creator 
     Connect with Yourself 
 

     Saturday, April 6 
     9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
     Free Daycare provided at Hillcrest—sign up at registration 
   Salad Bar Lunch! Greens provided—bring fixins’ or toppings 
 

     Martha Engelbert’s House 
     #1 Foothill Park Terrace, Lafayette  
    (Off Pleasant Hill Road near Lunardi’s) 
 

   Call Church Office: 925-689-8260 to register 
     (Space limited to first 25) 
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IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO SAVE THESE DATES! 
Summer will be here before we know it and two of Hillcrest’s annual activities have already been 

scheduled.  Be sure to mark these dates on your calendars: 
 

  THE GRUBE/SMITH MEMORIAL STEAK DINNER 

   Saturday, June 8th at 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

 

 
 

The annual Hillcrest Steak Dinner has been renamed this year to include Norm Grube, along with 

that of Jim Smith.  These two dedicated Hillcrest members were instrumental in making this  

Annual fundraising event a huge success over the years.  Look for more information in the May  

newsletter 
 

KIDZ CAMP 2019 

“All Creatures Great and Small” 

 

 

 
 

 

Monday, July 29—Friday, August 2nd 

Camp: 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.        Aftercare:  12:30—2:00 p.m. 

Kidz Camp Sunday—August 4th 

Flyers coming soon! 

HILLCREST CHURCH 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to encourage you to give a few of your well-earned weekend hours in the interest of 

being good stewards of our church campus and grounds. Volunteers are needed for both inside and 

outside jobs, and we have jobs for everyone!  Please call the church office to sign up or look for the  

sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall after worship beginning April 7th. 
 

**If you know of any youth who would like to volunteer or who need community service hours for  

    School or Scouts, we’d love to have them participate.   

SPRING CLEAN-UP 
Saturday, May 4th @ 9 a.m. 

 

Join us for a campus clean-up & fellowship. 
 

Coffee & snacks will be provided. 
 

Sponsored by the Church Council 
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy goes to the family of 

longtime Hillcrest member, Esther 

Bird.  A memorial service will be 

held at Hillcrest on Friday, April 

26th at 3 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

 

I thank you all so much for the 

birthday card for my Mother,  

Elizabeth MacKenzie. She enjoys 

receiving cards and she sure  

enjoyed the card you sent for her 

92nd birthday. 
 

She is doing okay. She still knows 

who all her kids are ...and enjoys 

the garden at Aegis. 
 

Best wishes, 

Joan Cronin 

 

 

 

 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Maureen Alison 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Stephen Baker 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Becky Bunnell 

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Joy Davis 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Eldon Harwood 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Vicki Hernandez 

 Norm Inkster 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Frank Laemmlen 

 Cal Robie 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dana Sparks 

  

 
 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 
 

Sigrid Snider 
 

. 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Barbara Cotton 

 Marilyn Finson 

 Betty MacKenzie 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

**Please help us keep these lists 

updated. If you do not see a name 

you expected to see, let us know. 

And, if you know of name(s) that 

can be removed, please contact  us 

at the Church office.  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Carol Trusler on her 

80th birthday! Carol, we wish you a 

very Happy Birthday and all the best in 

the year ahead! 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank You from a Layette Recipient 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordumc.org%2Fclientimages%2F44066%2Fwomensretreat%2520logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordumc.org%2Ftemplates%2FSystem%2Fdetails.asp%3Fid%3D44066%26mast%3DEvents%26PG%3DEvents%26CID%3D1495271
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday   

 9 a.m.-12 noon; 

 1 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

      (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

 The office is closed at noon      

    on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m. 

3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m. 

3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

. FOOD ROOM NEWS 

Thank you, Volunteers! 
 

A huge “thank you” to our Hillcrest family, friends, 

neighboring churches, Girl Scouts and service 

groups.  In 2018 the Hillcrest Food Room served 

2,701 food-insecure people throughout Contra Costa 

County.  Since we are an Emergency Food Pantry, 

we give out food for three meals for three days per 

person.  That totaled 24,309 meals!  In November 

and December alone we served 627 people.   
 

You wonderful people helped make this outreach 

possible.  We could not serve the food-insecure 

without our fabulous Food Room volunteers who 

come from Hillcrest Church and neighbor churches. 

Bless you, each and every one! 
 

In order to continue serving our community, we 

need more volunteers.  We are open three days a 

week: Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9—

11:45 a.m.  Some months have five Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays, but not too often.  When a 

fifth day happens, we often run out of volunteers. 

When that occurs, we cannot open.  That disappoints 

us and makes people go hungry until the next time 

we are open  If YOU (or someone who know) has an 

extra day to help out, please call the Hillcrest office 

at (925) 689-8260 or the Food Room coordinator, 

Carolyn Smith at (925) 687-1065. We would be 

more than happy to talk to you.  As are all volunteer 

jobs, this one is very rewarding. 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Pastoral Associate:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Joshua Feltman 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service schedule  

10:30—Worship begins 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour  

 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

April 14, 2019 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: March 29, 2019 
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Hillcrest Book Group 
April Book Selection 

“Educated” by Tara Westover 

Next Book Group - April 14th in Room 16 
 

Raised in the Idaho mountains by survivalist parents 

who eschewed schooling and doctors, Westover  

hungered so powerfully for education that she taught  

herself, getting to Brigham Young University and 

eventually Cambridge University for a PhD. 
 

 

All church members are invited to join us  in  

Room 16 the 2nd Sunday of the month following  

worship service. It’s a great way to learn about new authors and  

genres. We are a low-key group that likes to read a variety of books 

and we always have an interesting discussion.  
 

 

For more information contact Kay Baldwin at (925) 944-9637. 

 
. 

 

 

 

 


