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OF THE CHILD THAT IS BORN…
As I write we are coming up on Epiphany Sunday, January 6, which is also called Three Kings
Day. And the whole season we are now in is known in church circles as Epiphany; that is, the
season in which God is made manifest in the world.
But what about us and our times? The idea of God being made manifest in our world might, on the
one hand, feel like a cruel joke. Really??? God manifest in our world of crass politics, a polarized
electorate, growing violence, increasing poverty, etc . On the other hand we might ask why anyone
would need any help at all recognizing God every time the sun rises or, for that matter, every
time the rain falls or every time we experience a hug or smile or any number of acts of kindness
that come our way even during tough times. All good questions and important observations!
And here’s another consideration for the season. It comes from Longfellow’s still-great poem,
The Three Kings:
And so the Three Kings rode into the West,
Through the dusk of the night, over hill and dell,
And sometimes they nodded with beard on breast,
And sometimes talked, as they paused to rest,
With the people they met at some wayside well.
“Of the child that is born,” said Baltasar,
“Good people, I pray you, tell us the news;
For we in the East have seen his star,
And have ridden fast, and have ridden far,
To find and worship the King of the Jews.”
And the people answered, “You ask in vain;
We know of no King but Herod the Great!”
Ever feel like Longfellow’s kings? You know God is in the world and want to experience just that,
and share your joy and awareness with others. But so many others are either uninterested or
completely unaware: “We know of no King but Herod the Great!” When that happens, do like
those kings, who “spurred their horses across the plain, Like riders in haste, who cannot wait.”
Sure, patience is a virtue, that’s true. But so is stick-to-it-iveness and so is following that star.
Don’t ever let the naysayers and the unaware hold you back from following God’s light, and
sharing it with others.
Blessings of the Epiphany Season,

Rev. Fred
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From The Hillcrest Social Justice Team
In late October, Hillcrest was approached by our longtime partners at the Contra Costa Food Bank [Fun Fact:
Hillcrest helped to found the Food Bank over 50 years ago]. Their concern regards a proposed national policy
change which would punish immigrants who legally participate in programs like CalFresh which are vital to
many whom our Outreach ministries serve. Meanwhile, the Multifaith Action Coalition of Contra Costa County as well as our national church body, the United Church of Christ (UCC), have also put out appeals asking us
to respond to this proposed policy change and support immigrants who legally participate in programs that
counter hunger and promote nutrition and health. Please read the Contra Costa Food Bank’s statement below
and consider taking the action requested.
-------------------------------------------------------------On October 10th the Department of Homeland Security published their proposed “public charge” regulation
designed to scare immigrants away from programs like CalFresh that protect their health and the strength of
our communities. It would punish immigrants by jeopardizing their ability to stay in the US if they legally receive food assistance to feed themselves and their children. This would have a disproportionate impact in CA,
where nearly half of all children have at least one immigrant parent.
-------------------------------------------------------------There are two simple and effective ways to voice opposition to the proposed changes.
The Hillcrest Social Justice Team urges you to do both. Here’s what to do and why:
Go online to the UCC website page dedicated to this matter: https://p2a.co/1iPy0Qa?iframe=1.
There you will find a prepared statement. After filling in your information, you may simply click the
button and send. Even better would be to read thru and personalize the statement before you hit “Send.”
You statement will be directed by the UCC to your elected public officials, urging them to oppose the
proposed policy change.
Request a postcard from the Hillcrest Office, from Bill Cunningham, Chair of Outreach, or from Rev. Fred.
These postcards have been prepared by the Multifaith Action Coalition and provide a space for you to
fill in your statement. They are pre-addressed to the division of Homeland Security under which this
proposed change falls. You may send it in on your own or, if you’d like, we’ll be sure it gets sent for
you.
As you prepare your statement, you may consider:
What are your faith values that drive your concern?
Why is protecting everyone’s access to food without fear important?
How might this proposed policy, if passed, negatively impact the work we do at Hillcrest (by creating a
climate of fear, for example)?
Please let us (the office, Bill, or Rev. Fred) know that you’ve taken action. We’d like to keep a count for our
friends at the Contra Costa Food Bank and the Multifaith Action Coalition.
THANK YOU.

9:30 a.m. Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 am Congregational
Mtg.
1-4 pm Korean Church

27

9:15 am Ext. Choir Reh.
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
10:30 am Worship

20

9:30 a.m. Education Hour
11:30 am Book Group
(R16)
12 pm “News” articles due
(Office)

Winter Nights

New Years Day

7 p.m. Council Mtg (R16)

12 N - Fell of Prayer (R 9)

15

7 pm Board of Trustees
(R 16)

12 N - Fell of Prayer (R 9)

9 am “Healing Touch”
appt.
(Engelbert home)

8.

1

Tue

28

12 N - Fell of Prayer (R 9)

29

12 N - Fell of Prayer (R 9)

21 Office Closed
22
Martin Luther King, Jr. 9 am “Healing Touch”
appts (Engelbert home)
Day

14

13. Winter Nights
Ends

Winter Nights

4:30 pm Worship/
Music (Room 16)

7

Mon

1-4 Korean Church

Epiphany
9:15 am Ext. Choir Reh.
9:30 am Education Hour

6. Communion Sunday &

*Childcare available both
hours.

10:30 am -Worship service

9:30 am—Education/
Activity Hour for Adults &
Church School

Sun

Winter Nights

30

7:30 pm Choir Reh.
(Sanc)

Office Closes at Noon

23

8:30 am Upper Room

31

8:30 am Upper Room

24

8:30 am Upper Room

Office Closes at Noon

17

9 am Meditation
(Engelbert home)

8:30 a.m. Upper Room

10. Winter Nights

3

Thu

16

7:30 pm Choir Reh.
(Sanc.)

Office Closes at Noon

9

2

Wed

January 2019

25

18

11

4

Winter Nights

Fri

Winter Nights

26

9 am Healing Touch
(Engelbert home)

19

9-11:30 am Food &
Clothing Rooms Open

12

9 am Healing Touch
(Engelbert home)

5

Sat

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS
January 2019 3

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS

January 2019

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVE AT HILLCREST CHURCH

Our beautiful sanctuary is decorated with poinsettias for the Advent season.

Christian Education children participating in the Christmas Eve pageant.

Beautiful sounds of the season being sung by the Extended Choir (left) and the Chancel Choir (right)

“Silent Night” being sung on the Hillcrest patio, Christmas Eve 2018
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TIS THE SEASON FOR THE LAYETTE PROGRAM

Layette volunteers prepare the “Giving Tree” in December. Each year the Layette program has a
Christmas tree with tags of items needed for the Layette program. Volunteers from left to right:
Avanelle Abbott, Suzanne Mittica (hanging the star), Jan Grover, and Kathy Flagstead.
The Hillcrest Layette team would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Layette Program in
2018!

The Pleasant Hill-Martinez AAUW collected baby clothes for the Hillcrest Layette program at their
December 2018 meeting. We are so grateful for their donations that helped enable us fill and distribute 211
layettes in 2018.
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT
CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Maureen Alison
Ryan Anderson
Stephen Baker
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Mitsuka Bude
Becky Bunnell
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Nancy Goff
Nancy Hammill
Eldon Harwood
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Vicki Hernandez
Norm Inkster
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Frank Laemmlen
Sharon Lind
Cal Robie
Alix Sahlin
Dana Sparks
Bob Wooldridge

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Barbara Cotton
Marilyn Finson
Betty MacKenzie
Mary Rinehart
Shirley Ronzone
Jan Smiley
Betty Soreide
**Please help us keep these lists
updated. If you do not see a name
you expected to see, let us know.
And, if you know of name(s) that
can be removed, please contact us
at the Church office.

HOSPITALIZED

Norm Inkster
THANK YOU
Dear Hillcrest,

HOME FROM THE
HOSPITAL

Thank you very much for the beautiful
poinsettia plant. It will join the one the
that I got last year that has grown into a
large sun-loving plant. It is so kind of
you to remember me.

Frank Laemmlen
Carolyn Mac Kenzie

Sincerely,
Joyce Santos
Dear Friends of Hillcrest,
Thank you for all the cards, phone calls
and gifts in memory of Norm. A
special thanks to Reverend Fred, Kathy,
Sue, Barbara, Joshua and Ryan for all
your help in making it a wonderful memorial.
Norm made many friends in the church
he loved.
Thanks to all of you.
The Grube Family

IN SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy goes out to
Martin Johnke and family on the
death of Fran. A memorial service
will be held at Hillcrest on
February 16th at 11:00 a.m.
Our prayers and sympathy go out
to the family of Martha Vivrette
who passed away on December
22nd. A memorial service will be
held on February 9th at 1:00 p.m.
at Hillcrest.
Our sympathy and love go out to
Suzanne Mittica and family upon
the passing of her first cousin,
Wesley Case. He passed away in
Connecticut on December 26th at
the age of 96.
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Moderator’s Report January 2019
Happy New Year Hillcrest Family!
We sure made memories in 2018!! As I look back, pictures of
faces and places vividly play back in my mind and heart:
We gathered many times in Fellowship Hall to share
meals, laughter, and conversation.
We joined together in the Sanctuary to worship, to delight
in baptisms, and to remember, with Love, those we
lost.
We met together in various rooms to share ideas and make
decisions.
We volunteered to perform the many jobs that our church
calls us to do.
…And much, much more!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

These are the memories of every year and, with dedication,
love and faith, they will be memories made each year far into
the future.

Monday -Friday 9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

I thank God, the Creator, the Divine Presence for this church.
Every day we respond to God’s call to serve others, and to care
about and for each other.

(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
The office is now closed at noon
on Wednesdays.

And much as we like to reminisce, please remember—THESE
ARE the Good Old Days!!!

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

…And now, a bit of business We’ve had some changes on Council:
*Flor Cruz stepped down as Co-1st Assistant Moderator for
health reasons.
*Katy Colbath agreed to continue as the sole 1st Assistant
Moderator.
nd

*Rico Duran agreed to serve as 2 Assistant Moderator.
*Katy Colbath is serving as the Acting Scribe for the
Council— volunteers to serve in that position are
invited to contact me.
*Angie Beal has stepped down as Trustees Chair. Neal
Minietta agreed to serve as Acting Chair.
Blessings to you All,
Your Moderator,
Cindy Durant

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)
Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED: January 8, 2019
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Hillcrest Book Group
January Selection—Call the Nurse
This memoir, Call the Nurse by Mary J. MacLeod, is a portrayal of
the challenges of island life in the Western Hebrides during the
1970's.
The author, as the district nurse, gives us an account of the years she
and her family spent there, coming to know its folks as both patients
and friends
Our next meeting is January 13, Room 16, after the church service.
Haven't read the book? Bring your coffee/tea and come and listen to
our thoughts about this interesting book.

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Pastoral Associate:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Worship Service schedule
10:30—Worship begins
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
January 13, 2019 at NOON.
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

