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“Let Everything That Breathes Praise the Lord”: Easter, Earth Day, and You 
 

As I write I am just back in the office following Easter and am looking ahead to the second Sunday of Easter for 

which one of our scriptures is “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord” (Psalm 150).  I’m tempted to talk 

about our Good Friday and Easter at Hillcrest--those of you who were here know just how wonderful and mean-

ingful they were (and a heartfelt Thank You to all involved).  But I won’t.  Instead I’ll pick up on a couple of 

things in between. 
 

First, on Saturday several members of Hillcrest were at the Earth Day/John Muir Birthday Celebration at the John 

Muir Homestead in Martinez.  What an event!  Thanks to our own Carolyn Mac Kenzie and so many others who 

made the Green Spirit Contra Costa booth (organized by several area churches and Interfaith organizations) such 

a success. Among the offerings this year were animal blessings.  I received several usual suspects.  Then came a 

snake and an alligator lizard brought by the East Bay Regional Parks District.  That’s me, below, asking God’s 

blessings on “Mr. Snappy” –a rescue animal who helps to spread the word about all of our roles in maintaining 

our ecosystems and contributing to ongoing life for all. 
 

While that was going on several Hillcrest members were here at church converting our sanctuary into such a joy-

ous and colorful holy space for Easter morning worship.  That’s Rachel Hackel, below, blessing us with her  

experience and skill in plant arranging. Thanks to her and all. 

                                                          

Easter hadn’t happened yet—we were still “in between” Good Friday and Easter—and yet so many blessings and 

so much joy and praise for God and God’s love and life-giving creation. 

And that got me to thinking—most of our time isn’t Easter or some other great holiday. Most of our time is in 

between time. And it’s in that “in between” time that we do most of our living.  So let’s listen to the Psalm, and 

to Mr. Snappy, and to Rachel and our decorating team: “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.” All the 

time!  Amen.         

Blessings,    

Rev. Fred  
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Hillcrest’s 38th Annual Grube-Smith Memorial Steak Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note your calendar on Saturday evening, June 8th, for the 38th Annual Grube-Smith Memorial Steak  

Dinner at Hillcrest. The time is 5:30 p.m. for punch; dinner is served at 6:00 p.m. The cost is $30 again this 

year with ages 5 – 12 at $15.  The much-loved grilled tri-tips return (or, if you prefer, huge marinated mush-

rooms) and each dinner will include a complimentary raffle ticket. 
 

The traditional menu is grilled tri-tip steak, grilled portabella mushroom, or chicken, plus corn on the cob, 

green salad, watermelon, French bread, a special dessert and coffee/tea/punch to drink along with wine glasses 

to rent for additional beverage options. Our experienced barbeque volunteers in the kitchen, the food will be 

delicious as usual. (If you have attended in prior years, you know that’s true.) 
 

The entertainment is Hillcrest’s famous raffle plus the live auction (including the coveted reserved parking 

space). As usual, all profits from the dinner, raffle and auction go to the special fundraising line in our annual 

church budget. Last year we raised almost $5,000 and everyone had lots of fun! 
 

Each year we have great raffle prizes that church members solicit from merchants or donate themselves. 

These prizes include gift baskets of all types, dinners (home cooked or restaurant gift certificates), store gift 

certificates, etc. Again this year donations can be made for two special auction items:  the Grand Chocolate 

Basket (donate anything chocolate - boxed, in bars, as syrup, etc.) and the Wine Cellar Sampler (donate a  

bottle or two). Live auction items, in addition to the reserved parking space, will be chocolate, wine and 

weekends or more at church member’s vacation homes.  If you wish to contribute a prize or auction item, 

please drop it off at the reservation table, in the church office or call Jim Flagstead, Hillcrest’s Financial Secre-

tary at 689-8260. Please put your name, phone number and value on your donation so we can thank you and 

provide a receipt for a tax deduction. You do not need to be present to win raffle prizes so watch for sales of 

raffle tickets following worship services beginning May 12th. 
 

Of course volunteers are needed to help with set up, check-in, raffle ticket sales, food service, clean up and 

other miscellaneous stuff. Watch for signup sheets on Sundays beginning May 5th. 
 

Dinner reservations are essential! You can make a reservation any Sunday after church services beginning 

May 5th, by calling the church office (689-8260) or e-mailing hillcrestucc@att.net .  Deadline for reserva-

tions is Sunday June 2nd.  Please tell us whether you want STEAK, MUSHROOM OR CHICKEN 

when you make your reservation. 
 

Everyone is welcome. Call the church office if you will need child care. Please join us for great food and 

warm fellowship and lots of fun. Also please make this a successful fund raiser by donating items to the raffle 

and /or auction and buying additional raffle tickets if you are able to do so. All profits support church  

programs. Any questions about this event will be cheerfully answered by Neal Minietta (916-496-4778) on 

behalf of Hillcrest’s Board of Trustees. 
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ADULT EDUCATION  

Sundays 9:30 – 10:15 in Fellowship Hall 

Come May 5 for the finale of our series, Why Did Jesus (Have to) Die? 

Facilitated by Rev. Fred 

Come May 12 and watch for a fascinating video screening and discussion about The Moral Roots 

of Liberals and Conservative. What does this suggest about Christianity today?  What roles 

does, and what role can, Hillcrest play in our environment? 

Come May 19, 26, and June 2 for a new video series, This Rabbi on That Rabbi: An outside-the-

box, modern rabbi from Portland, Oregon explains the Jewish Messages of Jesus. Topics in-

clude “Born Again,” The Revolutionary Jesus (or, “ReLOVEution”), Heaven, the Bible, and 

Mysticism. 

Come June 9 for our final session of this program year. We’ll discuss This Rabbi on the Rabbi 

further, and plans for next program year, beginning September 8 (which will include an exciting 

new video series, ProFuture Faith: The Prodigal Species Comes Home). 

      Come for the learning, the discussion, the fellowship, and the fun. Every session is wonderful and 

different, and every session is better with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from Kathy 

Dear Hillcrest Members and Friends, 

I want to share a very special time in my life with you. As of June 1, 2019  I will be re-

tiring as Office Manager. I have worked in the office for 22 years and what a journey it 

has been!   Now it is time for me to start new journeys. I may finally get a few quilts 

made and spend more time traveling, especially to Oregon to see my granddaughters!  

Along the way I have made so many wonderful friends at Hillcrest. Thank you for let-

ting me be a part of each of your lives, both in the good times and the hard times. I am 

not leaving Hillcrest so you will see me around volunteering here and there, maybe even 

in the office! 

Carolyn Mueller-Ries will be our new Office Manager. She is delightful and very capa-

ble in all that is required to do this job. Please stop by the office to welcome Carolyn. 

She will be here full time in May and I will be here assisting in the transition. 

I will always have wonderful memories and stories to tell. I could write a book full of 

wonderful characters with stories full of laughter, tears, surprise endings and twists and 

turns along the way! 

God bless all of you and thank you for enriching my life working here at Hillcrest. 

 

With love and thankfulness, 

Kathy Flagstead 
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KIDZ CAMP 2019 

“All Creatures Great and Small” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      

Monday, July 29—Friday, August 2nd 

Camp: 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.        Aftercare:  12:30—2:00 p.m. 

Kidz Camp Sunday—August 4th 

Flyers coming soon! 

 

 

HILLCREST CHURCH 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to encourage you to give a few of your well-earned weekend hours in the interest of 

being good stewards of our church campus and grounds. Volunteers are needed for both inside and 

outside jobs, and we have jobs for everyone!  Please call the church office to sign up or look for the  

sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall after worship beginning April 7th. 
 

**If you know of any youth who would like to volunteer or who need community service hours for  

    School or Scouts, we’d love to have them participate.   

SPRING CLEAN-UP 
Saturday, May 4th @ 9 a.m. 

 

Join us for a campus clean-up & fellowship. 
 

Coffee & snacks will be provided. 
 

Sponsored by the Church Council 
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

 

Our sympathy goes to the family 

and friends of Bruce Smiley 

Jan Smiley passed away on April 

19th, 2019.  A memorial service 

will be held on June 1st at 10:00am 

At Hillcrest. 

 

Our sympathy to the family and 

friends of Judy Edlund who passed 

away.  Judy worked for a long time 

volunteering both in the Food and 

Clothing Room .  She was a mem-

ber of Lafayette Christian Church.  

and a friend of  Angie Beal. 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

 

Thanks so much for the beautiful 

red azalea plant.  It will  look so 

nice in my garden. 

Thanks to Gloria for bringing it.  

 

Joyce Santos 

 

 

 

 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Maureen Alison 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Stephen Baker 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Becky Bunnell 

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Joy Davis 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Eldon Harwood 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Vicki Hernandez 

 Norm Inkster 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Frank Laemmlen 

 Cal Robie 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dana Sparks 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Jeanne Walker 

  

 
 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 

 

Larry Smythe 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Barbara Cotton 

 Marilyn Finson 

 Betty MacKenzie 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone  

 Betty Soreide 

  

**Please help us keep these lists 

updated. If you do not see a name 

you expected to see, or an event 

that you would like us to post, let 

us know. please contact  us at the 

Church office.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Have a New Phone System 

If you have tried to reach us over the 

past month and were unable we apol-

ogize.  Our system is now up and 

 Running. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mind our Mess… 

We have a renovation project to up-

grade the bathroom and hallway in 

Fellowship Hall beginning May 1st –

May 7th 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday   

 9 a.m.-12 noon; 

 1 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

      (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

 The office is closed at noon      

    on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m. 

3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m. 

3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

. FOOD ROOM NEWS 

Thank you, Volunteers! 
 

A huge “thank you” to our Hillcrest family, friends, 

neighboring churches, Girl Scouts and service 

groups.  In 2018 the Hillcrest Food Room served 

2,701 food-insecure people throughout Contra Costa 

County.  Since we are an Emergency Food Pantry, 

we give out food for three meals for three days per 

person.  That totaled 24,309 meals!  In November 

and December alone we served 627 people.   
 

You wonderful people helped make this outreach 

possible.  We could not serve the food-insecure 

without our fabulous Food Room volunteers who 

come from Hillcrest Church and neighbor churches. 

Bless you, each and every one! 
 

In order to continue serving our community, we 

need more volunteers.  We are open three days a 

week: Monday, Wednesday and Friday from  

9—11:45 a.m.  Some months have five Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays, but not too often.  When a 

fifth day happens, we often run out of volunteers. 

When that occurs, we cannot open.  That disappoints 

us and makes people go hungry until the next time 

we are open  If YOU (or someone who know) has an 

extra day to help out, please call the Hillcrest office 

at (925) 689-8260 or the Food Room coordinator, 

Carolyn Smith at (925) 687-1065. We would be 

more than happy to talk to you.  As are all volunteer 

jobs, this one is very rewarding. 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Pastoral Associate:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Joshua Feltman 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service schedule  

10:30—Worship begins 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour  

 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

May 12th, 2019 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: May 1, 2019 
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Hillcrest Book Group 
 Next Book Group    
 May 12 in Room16 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The novel "Beneath A Scarlet Sky" by Mark Sullivan is set in Italy in 1943 during 
WWII. It is based on a true story of a forgotten hero, an epic tale of one young 
man's incredible courage and resiliency during one of history's 
darkest hours. 
 
All church members are invited to join us in Room 16 the 2nd Sunday of the 
month following worship service 

We are a low-key group that read a variety of books, we always have interesting 
and informative discussions. 
 
For more information call Kay Baldwin, 944-9637. 


