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HAND PAINTED CERAMICS BRINGING AFRICA – IN ALL HER GLORY – TO YOUR HOME  FOR DISTRIBUTION 

This newsletter is targeted mainly at building 
brand awareness and ultimately distribution 
of our products to other markets around the 
world.  

The principle design concept was developed 
in 1993, and marketed successfully from that 
period until 2015, when the original owners 
focused on establishing themselves abroad.  
Rebranded and under new ownership, Hippo 
Studio is seeking new markets.   

Hippo Studio produces hand painted ceramic 
tableware and accessories for the home, and 
is based in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.  Bulawayo 
is the second city of Zimbabwe and is found 
in the south west of the country.  It is rich in 
history; surrounded by a heritage of cave art 
by the earliest southern African tribe, the San 
people.  And diverse in culture.  All, Hippo 
Studio embraces in our design concepts. 

Bulawayo is situated in Matabeleland, where 
the Kalahari Desert systems reach.  It is 
largely arid and undeveloped.  It is fondly 
called the “Skies” because of the big, open 
landscape of this region. 

The studio employs twenty-six people, 
including the Operations Manager, Richard 
Cottam, and his wife, Vanessa Cottam who 

manages the branding and communications.  
Together, they also manage the quality 
control amongst the decorators. 

The studio has nineteen decorators.  They 
are all self-employed and have the use of the 
studio’s facilities, including paints and other 
materials.  The staff feel pride and pleasure 
in their work, and through their economic 
independence also have a meaningful place 
in their communities. 

We believe self-employment provides a 
sense of self-empowerment allowing the 
decorators to truly develop their creativity.  
They all aspire to become recognized for 
their skills.   

The previous owners maintained successful, 
long-term markets, which lapsed when the 
owners focused on establishing themselves 
abroad.  The Dearlove family bought the 
business, including the art rights from the 
original designer and owner in 2016/17.  The 
brand name for the original designs is 
Chekari.  New designs are branded as Hippo 
Studio.  

This is a family run business, that aims to 
bring something unique and of a high quality 
to the market.   

 
 
 
 

 

Design Concepts 
We have three Collections, each representing design 
concepts that are hand painted by the decorators.  
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Value Statement  
We aim for excellent product performance and 
delivery to all the partners in the chain. 

Page 3 

ABOUT HIPPO STUDIO 



HIPPO STUDIO BULAWAYO, ZIMBABWE | Issue 1  2 

 

 

  Chekari 

  Collection 
 
   The Chekari Collection takes its 
   inspiration from our landscapes that 
   team with wildlife, flora and fauna. 

 
• The Mashona line takes on the 

colour theme of the rain-blessed 
northern parts of Zimbabwe – 
Mashonaland. 

 

• The Matabele line also depicts the 
diversity of wildlife, flora and 
fauna, but with a colour palette 
that reflects the arid nature of 
Matabeleland in the south-west. 

 

• The Papillon line uses a bright, 
clean palette of colours to produce 
brilliant butterflies. 

 

• The Private Collection line is a 
more structured design using the 
camouflage patterns and colours of 
our wildlife. 
 

Belinda Mary 
Collection 
 
 
The Belinda Mary Collection is also a 
celebration of nature’s bounty.  This 
collection of designs is new to the 
studio. 
 

 
 

• The Bird line is a fresh direction 
that brings the pretty chatter of 
birds set amongst the foliage 
and fruits of trees. 

 

 
 

• The Beetle line is a playful and 
colourful interpretation of 
insects and beetles. 

 

  
• The Floral Line is decorated in the 

classical blue and white. 
 

Nkosi 
Collection 

 
The Nkosi Collection introduces an array 
of design concepts that reflect the spirit 
of Africa.   
 

 
• The Tribal Fusion line is set in 

the monochromatic schemes of 
blue and white or black and 
white, or in colour. 

   

Design Concepts 
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Our brand is all about celebrating the 
spirit and nature of sub-Saharan Africa, 
and we are committed to telling its 
story. 

Visit our website, recently developed 
to showcase our catalogue.  You can 
navigate between our product range of 
dinnerware, platters, serving, beverage 
and accessories within each collection, 
inside of which you will be able to 
browse through images of each line.  
Product codes and dimensions are 
provided. 

You can join the Hippo family on 
Facebook.  Imagery and news are 
communicated using this friendly 
platform. 

We have an Instagram page, featuring 
images of our products and 
Zimbabwean landscapes and lifestyles.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The studio uses a high-quality of 
white earthenware clay, paints 
are lead free, and the glazes are 
compliant with US Food and 
Administration standards.  All the 
kilns are computerised to give a 
consistent quality of product. 

• All the products are food safe, 
non-toxic, microwave and 
dishwasher friendly. 

• Hippo Studio has the 
infrastructure to produce just 
under one hundred thousand 
pieces per year. 

• Each piece is inspected before 
going into the kiln.  The colour 
and content quality must meet 
the design concepts specific to 
each collection. 

• We offer a wide range of products 
and have the capacity to produce 
to customer specifications. 

• Our staff are skilled and 
committed to bringing 
something of value to the 
market. 

• Our products are both functional 
and decorative, and guaranteed 
to have a wide appeal. 

• Each piece is signed and dated by 
the artist on the underside, and 
the Chekari or Hippo logos are 
decalled onto the surface for a 
durable sign of authenticity. 

 

 
 

CORPORATE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Hippo Studio’s core focus is on the 
manufacture of hand painted 
ceramics, while also re-building 
awareness and relationships with our 
market.   

Hippo Studio provides a working 
environment where all the decorators 
and staff can learn and build 
marketable skills and achieve 
economic independence. 

Our twenty decorators are self-
employed and contributors to their 
families.  They aspire to be recognised 
and Hippo Studio encourage this 
through running a “Piece of the Week 
Award” – a symbol of accomplishment 
for our decorators.  It is a place where 
they can learn and develop and reach 
self-empowerment. 

The natural environment is key to our 
stability and peace and we are aware 
that we must protect the diversity of 
life.  There are many conservation 
projects underway in Zimbabwe, and 
we hope to be able to contribute to 
their work. 

Value Statement 
 

 

 

PROMOTION AND BRAND 
AWARENESS 

QUALITY CONTROL AND 
STUDIO CAPACITY 
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Target Market 

About the Owners:   

The Dearlove  

Family 
 

From 1993 to 2015, the previous owners 
successfully marketed these products under 
the name of Penzo.  Mainly in the United 
States and South Africa.  Retailing through 
curio gift shops at Oliver Thambo airport, 
Johannesburg, Disneyworld and Tiffanies in 
the US.   

Shaun and Belinda Dearlove bought the 
studio and art rights in mid-2016. 

Shaun and Belinda ran a successful 
farming business until 2003.  They have 
two children, Matthew and Emma. 

In 2003 the Dearloves moved to South 
Africa to establish a large-scale citrus 
operation for a Dutch company.  This 
then led to them relocating to Holland, 
where Shaun ran the orange 
procurement operation for the Dutch 
company. 

They then bought a family business in 
the UK and settled there for ten years.  
With the children grown up – Matthew 
completing his studies at Exeter 
University and Emma working – Shaun 
and Belinda returned to Zimbabwe.  But, 
not before finding a medium-scale 
business to purchase, the studio, which 
they called Hippo Studio.  

The Dearlove family’s favourite 
downtime place in Zimbabwe is Lake 
Kariba, where they spend time with 
good friends fishing.  The shorelines of 
Lake Kariba alive with wildlife, and the 
waters with fish, crocodile and hippo. 

Belinda managed the studio and worked with 
the nineteen decorators.  After buying the art 
rights from the original owners, Penzo, 
Belinda set about to ensure the much-loved 
design concept was maintained.  While there, 
she also developed new design concepts with 
the decorators. 

In June, 2017, Belinda passed away after a 
short battle with Cancer.  Shaun and their 
daughter, Emma, continue to manage Hippo 
Studio. 

BELINDA MARY DEARLOVE 

 
• Our hand painted pieces have a 

place in every home and lifestyle, 
as the products are both 
functional and decorative. 

• The design concepts reflect the 
warm and vibrant nature of 
southern Africa and appeals to all 
ages. 

• Each piece is hand-painted and 
son “one-of-a-kind”.  Follow our 
decorators on our website or 
follow their progress on 
Facebook.  Collectors of African 
art and craft will appreciate. 

  
We feel our ceramic tableware and 
accessories encapsulates everything that is 
inspiring about our part of the world. 

It is timeless, it is contemporary and has 
something of our heritage and character. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Hippo Studio produces handmade and 
hand painted ceramic tableware and 
accessories for the home.  We aim for 
excellent product performance and 
delivery to all the partners in the chain. 
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CONTACT US 

 

MANAGING DIRECTOR ׀ SHAUN DEARLOVE 

 

MOBILE   6309 285 78(0) 263+ ׀ 

 

EMAIL    ׀ thehippostudio@gmail.com 

 

 

 

MARKETING    ׀ VANESSA COTTAM 

 

MOBILE   343 442 777(0) 263+ ׀ 

 

EMAIL    ׀ vanessacottam67@gmail.com 

 

 

 

WEBSITE   ׀ www.hippo.studio.com 

 

FACEBOOK   ׀ thehippostudio 

 

http://www.hippo.studio.com/
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