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Mt Zion Baptist Church
PRAYING AT THE CROSSROADS- PRAYERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT •

THE PRAYER OF HANNAH •  1 SAMUEL 1:1-28 •  4/28/2020

MAIN POINT
Regular, persistent prayer indicates a growing relationship with God.

INTRODUCTION
Finish the following sentence: “The longest and hardest I’ve ever prayed for
something was...”

When you pray long and hard for something, what is your gut reaction: to wonder
whether God actually heard you, that His timing is perfect, that He must have another
plan, that you’re doing something wrong, or something else? Explain.

How does a personal, intimate relationship with God affect a person’s prayer life?

Hannah’s deeply personal entreaties to the Lord inspire and instruct us in prayer that’s humble,
honest, hopeful, habitual, and hugely thankful. Month after month, year after year Hannah
waited for God’s blessing of a child, praying from the depths of her soul.

Hannah’s prayer was honed in personal relationship. Hannah recognized the good blessing of
children as the Lord’s provision. The reality of her own barrenness became painful fodder for
taunts from Peninnah. Every jeer, every snide remark increased Hannah’s longing ache in her
perpetual disappointment. Hannah repeatedly came to the Lord with the same petition, signaling
confidence that He heard even if she couldn’t see His divine yes in response. Such regular,
persistent communication indicates a growing relationship with God.

WATCH VIDEO SESSION 4 OF PRAYING AT THE CROSSROADS—THE PRAYER OF
HANNAH.
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UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

READ 1 SAMUEL 1:1-16.

How would you describe Hannah’s circumstances?

Do thoughts of fairness and unfairness come to mind as you read Hannah’s story?
Explain.

Hannah’s barrenness led her to fervent prayer for a baby, while her husband’s rival wife,
Peninnah, year after year bore him both sons and daughters. Elkanah’s attempt at comfort was
recorded in verse 8: “Hannah, why are you crying? … Am I not better to you than ten sons?”

Even as we embrace God’s sovereignty, how could a person’s prayer life be affected
by long years of waiting? Consider both pros and cons.

How can daily, habitual prayer influence a Christian’s spontaneous prayers?

Hannah’s prayer was directed to the One she knew was there, who heard, cared, and was able to
meet her need. As Hannah pleaded with the Lord, she simultaneously offered Him the dearest
request of her heart. If God would give Hannah a son, she would relinquish her son back to the
Lord in service to Him. Hannah recognized that God alone could bring life where there was none.

Would you characterize Hannah’s words in verse 11 as a bargain with God or a
demonstration of faith? Why?

READ 1 SAMUEL 1:17-28.

Verses 20 and 27 herald God’s gift to Hannah—her baby boy, Samuel. Samuel means “name of
God” or “one who comes from God.” Hannah’s words in verse 27 proclaimed her joyful
recognition that the little boy she now held was God’s direct answer to her long-offered prayers.

When God obviously intervenes to answer your prayers, what’s your typical response?

What do these verses show about God’s faithfulness to His people, even in hard
times?

First Samuel 2:1-10 records Hannah’s song of thanksgiving for the birth of Samuel. An often
repeated theme in Scripture is God’s faithful care for people who are weak and helpless. He
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responds with power and might to strengthen those who humbly trust in Him.

Read James 4:6. How do you see this principle illuminated in Hannah’s prayer of
thanks?

God magnificently answered Hannah’s prayer for a baby in the gift of her son Samuel. God
always hears and answers our prayers. However, we must also recognize that sometimes God’s
answer to our honest, heartfelt prayer is no. In those moments God is still God, and He’s still
good. We entrust our hearts and our souls to God, trusting His best for us. Although we may not
receive the answer we request, God always answers our prayers.

How should God’s children respond when His answer as a loving Father is no?

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What are some things you are thankful for? How does thankfulness impact your
prayer life?

In what situation do you need to boldly ask the Lord for your heart’s desire, then wait
for Him to respond according to His perfect will and timing?

What connection is there between seeking to reach those who don’t know Jesus and
a faithful practice of prayer?

PRAYER
Thank God for the ways He blesses you even when your circumstances are not what you want
them to be. Confess the situations where you are not fully trusting in Him, then pour your heart
out to God in faith, seeking to entrust your life to His will.

COMMENTARY
1 SAMUEL 1:1-28

1:1. The exact location of Ramathaim-zophim is not known, but it is distinct from Ramah,
located in the tribal territory of Benjamin (v. 19). It probably designates Elkanah’s ancestral
home. The name Elkanah means “God has acquired.” Ephraimite denotes Elkanah’s place of
residence, not his tribal background, which was that of Levi (1Ch 6:25-28).
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1:2. The name Hannah means “grace.” She was childless, a condition often viewed with disfavor
or even anguish (Gen 16:4-5; 30:1; Lk 1:24-25).

1:3. Shiloh was centrally located about 30 miles north of Jerusalem. It was the place from which
Joshua divided the land among the tribes (Jos 18:1-10).

1:5. The “double portion” was the amount of the inheritance the firstborn received (Dt 21:17).
Here it probably denotes Elkanah’s special love for Hannah. The words “the Lord had kept her
from conceiving” is literally, “Yahweh had closed her womb” (cp. v. 6).

1:6. The rivalry between Hannah and Peninnah finds parallels in the accounts of Sarah and
Hagar (Gen 16:4-5) and Leah and Rachel (Gen 30:14-16).

1:10. The words “deeply hurt” can be more literally rendered “bitter of soul,” using the same
Hebrew word that Naomi used ( mara; Ru 1:20).

1:11. If God would give Hannah a son, she vowed to give him back to God according to the law
of the Nazirite (Num 6:1-21).

1:12-14. Eli misread Hannah’s anguish as drunkenness and scolded her for her apparent
disregard of the holy place.

1:15-16. Hannah immediately clarified the situation with Eli. The “depth” (lit “abundance”) of
Hannah’s anguish and resentment over her situation had come to the surface.

1:18. The Hebrew word for favor with which Hannah replied was a shortened form of her own
name.

1:19. Ramah lay along the major north-south highway five miles north of Jerusalem in the
territory of Benjamin. The tender words “the Lord remembered her” remind the reader that
ultimately it is God who brings new life within the womb. In the OT, to “remember” means not
simply to think about someone but to act on their behalf.

1:20. The name Samuel may be a wordplay meaning “requested from God.” A second possibility
is the meaning “heard by God.”

1:21. The expression “annual sacrifice” literally means “sacrifice of the days” and probably
designates one of the three required festivals—Passover, the Festival of Weeks, or the Festival of
Booths (Dt 16:16). The word “vow” may denote a separate vow that Elkanah had made, or
perhaps it designates Hannah’s vow that Elkanah then shared with her when he heard of it (Num
30:10-15).
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1:22. The apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees (2 Macc 7:27) suggests Israelite children were
weaned at around age three, a custom not unusual in societies where homes lacked running
water and where the purity of drinking water was difficult to maintain.

1:23. The Hebrew verb translated “confirm” literally means “cause to stand.” Elkanah wanted
God’s blessing to remain on the young boy Samuel.

1:24. The Masoretic Text, overall the most reliable Hebrew manuscript tradition, reads “three
bulls” here. The HCSB adopted “three-year-old bull” because of the reference to a single bull in
verse 25 and because of the testimony of other early manuscripts. If the Masoretic Text is
correct, however, it may be that the one bull constituted Elkanah’s sacrifice of thanksgiving for
Samuel’s birth, while the other two were part of his usual sacrifice, and hence were not
mentioned in verse 25.

1:26-27. Hannah thought it important to testify to Eli, Israel’s high priest, how God had answered
her prayer.

1:28. The Hebrew words translated “give” and “given” are related to the Hebrew word for
“requested,” which also has to do with the meaning of Samuel’s name (v. 20). They literally mean
“to give over” or “to grant” what was requested. Hannah had received the son she requested; she
now grants him to the Lord for His service.


