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Mt. Zion Baptist Church
PRAYING AT THE CROSSROADS- PRAYERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT •

THE PRAYER OF SOLOMON •  1 KINGS 8:22-53 •  5/1/2020

MAIN POINT
Authentic prayer involves adoration and repentance.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is a difficult decision you have faced recently? How did you respond? What
strategy did you use to reach a conclusion?

Do you tend to make decisions very quickly or take a long time? What are some
potential problems with each of those approaches?

We daily make decisions of different types and levels of importance. Solomon was a national
leader who made long-term choices and responded to them. Not all of his decisions were perfect,
and not all of them pleased God. But in 1 Kings 8 Solomon made decisions that helped turn the
nation of Israel back in a direction that would not only prove pleasing to God but would also
have long-term implications beyond their days, even into the New Testament.

The people of God were at a historical and spiritual crossroads. They sat at an intersection of
history, experience, and relationship with God. After years, the hopes and dreams of King David
were to be fulfilled by his son Solomon. With much planning, praying, and dreaming, the temple
had been carefully constructed according to a specific design and was finally complete. A place
for people to meet with God had been created. In 1 Kings 8 we read Solomon’s prayer as he
stood and then knelt in front of the altar of God.

WATCH VIDEO SESSION 5 OF PRAYING AT THE CROSSROADS—THE PRAYER OF
SOLOMON.
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UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ 1 KINGS 8:22-53.

What’s the connection between God’s faithfulness and His sovereignty? How do we
see both in Solomon’s prayer?

Although God wants us to pray for our needs, how could our prayer lives be enriched
by going beyond needs-based requests?

Often the prayers we find in the Bible are very different from our own. Prayers in the Bible
proclaim to God who He is and praise Him for His nature and character. Scripture reminds us to
thank God for the grace and blessings He has shown us. The grace we receive from God should
lead to prayers in which we humbly and brokenly agree with Him about our sin and seek His
forgiveness.

In the video, Dr. Ewart said the temple provides evidence that God wants us to come
near Him and to know Him. How would it change the way you pray if you approached
God knowing that He’s willing to hear you?

Though our sins are forgiven in Christ, why should we continue to confess them to
God ? How does this practice help us fight against sin?

Solomon prayed for the people’s forgiveness. He didn’t say if they sinned but when they sinned.
All people, even redeemed ones, are prone to sin. Our sin isn’t hidden from God, who is the
ultimate judge. Whether the sin was a part of their personal relationships or a national sin,
Solomon asked God to hear and forgive. Taking our sins to God and confessing them removes
the guilt and shame we feel and allows us to receive the forgiveness that He freely gives to all
who ask.

Reread verse 41. God isn’t just the national God of Israel. He’s the only living God.
When Solomon prayed for the foreigner, who could that be in our context? How
should this request shape our prayers?

Solomon prayed that the temple would reach and teach the nations about the true God, not
separate them from Him. The temple was the sign that the God of Israel dwelled among His
people and invited the nations to know Him. He prayed that they would come there to see and
experience Him. He asked that they would be allowed to pray to God and that He would listen to
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their prayers. The law and the temple were to illustrate a walk with Yahweh. The temple was to
be an invitation for people to come and experience intimacy with the one true God.

Solomon prayed for victory, protection, justice, and security. When was the most
recent time you prayed for these concerns?

Hopefully, you’re seeing through this study that God is willing to hear our prayers in a variety of
circumstances. No concern surprises or frustrates God. He longs to hear from us and give us the
opportunity to speak and commune with Him. The temple embodies that truth.

What’s the most recent answer to prayer you received from God? Share and celebrate
with the group.

As we seek to follow God’s will, we can pray for victory. We can also pray for security and
provision. Solomon prayed for the continual fulfillment of God’s promise to His people. The
nation of Israel was under His care and authority.

How would the influence of believers on our culture change if we were seen as
people who truly celebrate God’s victory and goodness?

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What difference does it make in our prayers when we spend time acknowledging
God’s character and His actions?

How should the realization that God already knows everything about you bring you
confidence, not fear, when you come into His presence in prayer?

Have adoration and repentance been a regular part of your prayer life? Why or why
not?

PRAYER
Praise God for always being with you in Christ, who has made you His temple through the
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Confess the ways you’ve sinned individually and
collectively as the church. Pray that God will give you an opportunity to share the gospel with a
“foreigner.” Yield your life to Him, expressing your willingness to listen when He calls and to go
where He leads.
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COMMENTARY
1 KINGS 8:22-53

8:22 Standing before the altar, Solomon spread out his hands toward heaven. This posture was
not only a sign of deep respect for God but also a benefit to other worshipers who could see their
king showing respect. Standing in prayer was considered respectful. The phrase “entire
congregation of Israel” means that all the tribes were represented by attendees. Dignitaries,
officials, prominent citizens, tribal leaders, and many others were gathered at this official
dedication.

8:23 Solomon began his prayer with words of praise: “Lord God of Israel, there is no God like you
in heaven above or on earth below.” The temple had been under construction for seven years.
Thus the king had plenty of time to think about what he would say in his prayer of dedication.

The prayer was designed not only as a direct statement of praise to God but also as an
affirmation to the hearers about who God is. Interestingly, Solomon began by declaring God’s
incomparability. He stated that God is like no one or nothing else. The inference was that the
Lord alone is God.

A specific aspect of God’s incomparability to which Solomon drew attention was His
faithfulness in keeping the gracious covenant with Your servants. The Lord is a covenant-
keeping God. Because of His faithfulness, believers can come to God with utmost confidence
that He will remain true to His word.

Solomon implied, moreover, that the Lord demanded covenant faithfulness from His people (and
their king!). God was not obligated to keep His covenant if the king was a habitual covenant-
breaker. The expression “whole heart” hearkens back to the command in Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart.” This command was one of the fundamental affirmations
of faith in the Old Testament. Every Israelite was to learn and practice this command.

8:24 God had promised David that his son would ascend to the throne and would build the
temple. Solomon affirmed that God had fulfilled those promises by His power that very day. He
recognized that his rule was part of the fulfillment of that promise.

8:27 Solomon acknowledged God’s transcendence—the reality that He is everywhere at once and
cannot be contained. The temple would serve the Israelites as a divinely approved, physical
symbol of God’s real presence; but they were never to imagine that God was limited to the
temple.
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8:28 In referring to himself as the Lord’s servant, Solomon was showing proper reverence and
submission. This is the appropriate attitude for all to show in prayer. Solomon used a variety of
words for prayer in this verse. These words stress the truth that God hears us: He understands
us, cares about us, and listens to us when we pray. Theologians often refer to this biblical
teaching as God’s “immanence”—a word that emphasizes God’s closeness (as compared with
“transcendence,” which emphasizes His beyondness). In these two verses, Solomon clearly
demonstrated an understanding of who God is. His words informed the people that the temple
was God’s invitation for all to pray.

8:31-53. Solomon presented a series of seven scenarios, both personal and national, in which
people would find themselves in need and thus call out toward God in his temple.

Conflict, requiring divine resolution (8:31-32).

Military defeat, caused by national sin (8:33-34).

Drought, caused by national sin (8:35-36).

Natural disasters (famine, blight, pestilence, siege, sickness) due to sin (8:37-40).

Foreign pilgrims, drawn to the great name of the Lord (8:41-43).

Military campaigns on foreign soil (8:44-45).

Exile and captivity, under divine judgment (8:46-51).

The last scenario is given the longest treatment since it was of most relevance to the original
readers, who were in exactly this situation. The appeal is that God would first forgive and then
cause their conquerors to show them mercy. That this mercy would take the form of return to the
land is made clear by the reference to the exodus in verse 51: For they are your people... whom
you brought out of Egypt. The relevance of this to the first readers of 1 Kings is evident.

Several observations can be made about this prayer. First, the failure of his people was not a
surprise to God. The prayer predicted the problem: for there is no one who does not sin (v. 46).
Sin permeated everything his people did. Second, God did not take sin lightly. It had certain
consequences, and those consequences might be severe. Third, God had prearranged the
solution. The temple stood as a dramatic witness to the provision God had made in advance for
the failures of his people. Fourth, confession must never be superficial. Repentance involved not
only the acknowledgment of sin but also turning from it. Fifth, the situation would never be
hopeless because God was a God who heard his people when they came to him as he required.
And he would not only hear; he would forgive and restore.
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