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Marijuana Cultivation Charges: The Best Houston Criminal Lawyer To 

Represent You 

Have you been accused of operating a 

marijuana grow house? Grow houses have 

been popping up all over Texas and all over the 

nation. As a result, law enforcement has 

intensified investigations. They are reviewing 

electrical usage and water usage to determine if 

excessive amounts are being used — creating 

suspicion that the manufacture/cultivation of 

marijuana is being carried out on the premises. If 

you are under investigation or have been arrested 

and are facing drug manufacturing charges, you 

need experienced legal counsel on your 

side. Houston Criminal Lawyer Charles 

Johnson expertly defends clients who have been 

charged with marijuana-related crimes through 

the entire State of Texas, with offices in Houston, 

Austin, Dallas and San Antonio. 

At the Charles Johnson Law Firm, we take marijuana charges seriously. We provide aggressive 

manufacture/cultivation defense representation to each client. Contact Attorney Johnson directly at (713) 

222-7577 anytime night or day to discuss your case with an experienced criminal defense attorney. 

Marijuana Cultivation: Defense Lawyers You Can Trust 

Our law firm provides exceptional defense representation. We have earned a reputation for our 

diligence and our commitment to our clients. Clients have come to respect and trust us when they are in need 

and their future is at stake. We know the law and how to effectively defend our clients. 

When clients have been charged with marijuana cultivation or other drug manufacturing, we analyze every 

aspect of the case. 

 How did law enforcement become aware of the use of grow lights? 

 Was reviewing the occupant’s electrical bills legal? 

 Was a valid search warrant obtained before entering the home? 

 Did someone else have access to the home? 

 Was the home actually owned by someone else? 

In marijuana cultivation cases, penalties are based on quantity. Therefore, if you have possession of a 

significant amount of plants in your home or an amount of marijuana of substantial weight, you may face a 

mandatory minimum sentence. Experienced defense counsel is paramount to the success of your case. 

We use our knowledge of the law to our client’s benefit. If required procedure was not followed or our clients’ 

rights were violated, we petition to have evidence suppressed from the record — weakening or destroying the 

case against you. If you have been arrested for marijuana cultivation, trust the Best Houston Drug Lawyer 
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Charles Johnson to provide the zealous defense representation you need. You can contact Attorney 

Johnson directly anytime night or day at (713) 222-7577. 

About Marijuana Cultivation in Texas 

In Texas, it is against the law to possess, distribute, or grow marijuana. The charges for these crimes are 

serious and the penalties include jail time, probation, prison, and expensive fines. In addition to these 

consequences, your driver’s license will be suspended even if you are not driving a vehicle at the time of your 

arrest. 

Texas marijuana cultivation laws make it illegal for you to grow and possess certain plants or other organic 

materials that are used to produce marijuana. This means that if you are found with cannabis seeds, grow 

lighting systems, or marijuana plants, you will be charged with marijuana cultivation. 

Large-scale federal marijuana cultivation charges are serious and carry severe consequences. As a 

federal offense, your case would be handled in the federal court system, which places strict sentencing 

guidelines on convictions. It is important that you retain a lawyer who has experience trying cases at the 

federal level. I can evaluate your case from every angle to determine the best course of action. 

Marijuana is derived from the hemp plant called Cannabis sativa, which can be found growing naturally in 

many parts of the world. Though it may be commonly known as a hallucinogenic drug, the hemp or marijuana 

plant can be used in many other ways to produce paper, hemp oil, food and clothes. Owning items that are 

made of hemp is not illegal; however, growing or cultivating a marijuana plant in Texas is punishable as a 

criminal offense. 

Marijuana remains readily available and is considered the most widely used illegal drug throughout the State 

of Texas. Marijuana in this area is primarily imported from the Texas/Mexico border via privately owned 

vehicles (POV) and commercial trucks. Large quantities of marijuana are routinely seized by all levels of law 

enforcement during highway interdiction stops in the North Texas area. In recent years, increased 

enforcement activity has lead to the seizure of several significant indoor marijuana cultivation operations in 

North Texas. These operations range in size from 100 to over 1100 plants and have produced marijuana with 

THC levels as high as 15%. Mexican marijuana is the most predominantly trafficked drug in the Houston 

Division. It is not uncommon for the US Border Patrol to make multi-hundred pound marijuana seizures from 

“back packers” at points along the Rio Grande River, and from vehicles at the US Border Patrol secondary 

checkpoints in Texas. At the Ports of Entry, ton quantity seizures of marijuana are often made from 

commercial trucking attempting to enter the United States. 

Outdoor Operations 

Seasonal marijuana growing operations may be conducted on lands of all ownership. Some individuals elect to 

grow their illegal crops on publicly owned lands where isolation and limited public access lessen the likelihood 

of accidental detection. Certain things may be indicators of an outdoor growing operation. Some of these are: 

 An unusually large purchase of fertilizer, 

 garden hoses, PVC pipe, and 

 camouflage netting. 

 Excessive security measures out of place 
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 in remote forested areas. 

 An unusual structure or out-of-place 

 items in remote forested areas, such as 

 buckets, garden tools, hoses, PVC pipe, and fertilizer bags. 

Indoor Operations 

Many individuals choose to cultivate marijuana indoors in order to have total control of the environment. 

These operations may divert power from power companies to circumvent payment of high bills and attempt to 

avoid detection. This only raises the cost of power for law-abiding citizens. 

Certain things may be indicators of an indoor growing operation. Some of these are: 

 Covered or blackened-out windows. 

 Loud humming sounds (from fans or ballasts). 

 An unusually strong musty odor. 

 Unusually large amounts of potting soil, containers, fertilizer, hoses, halide light system, and ballasts. 

 Excessive security measures and use of guard dogs. 

Marijuana possession, sale, and manufacture are regulated by both state and federal law. In Texas, marijuana 

is classified as a Schedule I substance, which means that it has a high potential for abuse and no generally 

recognized medical value. (Texas Stat. and Code Ann. § 481.002.) 

Marijuana Possession 

It is a crime to possess marijuana in Texas. Penalties vary according to the amount possessed, with increased 

penalties for offenses in a drug free school zone. (Texas Stat. and Code Ann. § 481.121.) 

 Two ounces or less. Penalties include a fine of up to $2,000, up to 180 days in jail, or both. 

 More than two ounces, but less than four ounces. Penalties include a fine of up to $4,000, up to one 

year in jail, or both. 

 Four ounces or more, up to and including five pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $10,000, 

between 180 days and two years in prison, or both. 

 More than five pounds, up to and including 50 pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $10,000, 

between two and ten years in prison, or both. 

 More than 50 pounds, up to and including 2,000 pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $10,000, 

between two and 20 years in prison, or both. 

 More than 2,000 pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $50,000, between five and 99 years in 

prison, or both. 

Marijuana Cultivation and Sales 

It is illegal to cultivate or sell marijuana (or possess marijuana with the intent to do so) in Texas. Penalties 

vary according to the amount cultivated or sold, with increased penalties for sales to a minor or within a drug 

free school zone. (Texas Stat. and Code Ann. § 481.120.) 
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 Gift of one fourth of an ounce or less. Penalties include a fine of up to $2,000, up to 180 days in jail, 

or both. 

 Selling one fourth of an ounce or less. Penalties include a fine of up to $4,000, up to one year in jail, 

or both. 

 More than one fourth of an ounce, and up to and including five pounds. Penalties include a fine of up 

to $10,000, between 180 days and two years in prison, or both. 

 More than five pounds, up to and including 50 pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $10,000, 

between two and 20 years in prison, or both. 

 More than 50 pounds, up to and including 2,000 pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $10,000, 

between five and 99 years in prison, or both. 

 More than 2,000 pounds. Penalties include a fine of up to $50,000, at least ten (and up to 99) years in 

prison, or both. 

Drug Paraphernalia 

It is illegal in Texas to manufacture, sell, or use drug paraphernalia (or possess paraphernalia with the intent 

to do so). Paraphernalia includes items used in growing, harvesting, processing, selling, storing, or using 

marijuana. Penalties for possession include a fine of up to $500, but no jail time. Selling paraphernalia may be 

punished with a fine of up to $4,000, up to one year in jail, or both. (Texas Stat. and Code Ann. § 481.125.) 

Stamp Tax 

A stamp tax is a tax imposed on certain types of transactions (such as the transfer of property) that requires a 

stamp to be purchased and attached either to the item sold or to an instrument documenting the transaction 

(such as a deed). The federal government imposes stamp taxes on deeds, the issue and transfer of stocks and 

bonds, and on playing cards. 

In Texas, those who buy, transport, or import marijuana into Texas are required to pay a stamp tax and place 

the stamp (proof of payment) onto the contraband. However, because the possession of marijuana is illegal, 

people typically don’t pay the stamp tax. When you are convicted for possession, you will also be liable for 

payment of the unpaid taxes ($3.50 for each gram or portion of a gram). (Texas Stat. and Code Ann. § 

159.101A.) 

Challenging the Prosecution’s Case – Why You Shouldn’t Give Up Hope 

Marijuana cultivation cases often depend on informants. People who have been arrested on drug and 

related criminal charges may agree to provide police with information in exchange for a reduced sentence. As 

a result, someone may give your name to the police when in reality you have little, if anything, to do with the 

cultivation of marijuana. Houston Drug Lawyer Charles Johnson will investigate the background of informants 

and their relationship to the police in order to expose leads and information ignored by law enforcement in 

building their case against you. 

Facing Possession Charges 

Often marijuana possession charges result from police contacts while in your car. Typically, officers will ask 

the driver if they can search their car. In many cases, drivers agree to a search thinking officers have a right 

to inspect their car. However, an officer must first have reasonable suspicion that a law has been 
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broken to pull you over. Second, in order to search your car, one of the following must apply: You must 

give voluntary, informed consent to the officer; the officer must see something in plain sight that gives them 

probable cause to conduct a search; or the search must be incident to a lawful arrest. Attorney Johnson will 

review the evidence, dashboard camera footage and the actions of arresting officers to determine if your 

rights were violated. 

The Value of Local Legal Representation 

If you have been charged with a marijuana-related offense, consult an experienced criminal defense attorney. 

While the penalties and consequences of a marijuana charge are governed by statutory law, only a local 

criminal defense attorney can tell you how cases like yours tend to be handled by prosecutors and judges in 

your courthouse. As you can see, the penalties for marijuana cultivation in Texas are life changing. Not only is 

your freedom at stake, your bank account can be cleaned out and you will lose your driving privileges. You 

need an experienced drug-offense attorney on your side at a critical time like this. 

Houston Drug Lawyer Charles Johnson expertly defends clients who have been charged with marijuana-related 

crimes through the entire State of Texas. Due to his dedication to fighting drug charges, he is familiar with the 

most effective defense strategies to defend you. If you’ve been arrested on marijuana cultivation charges in 

Houston or anywhere in Texas, it’s in your best interest to speak with an experienced drug cultivation defense 

lawyer who can inform you of your legal rights and provide you with the aggressive defense you need against 

your charges. 

When you come to our firm, you can rest assured that a knowledgeable and well-practiced Texas marijuana 

cultivation defense attorney will thoroughly look into your charges to determine if the police violated your 

constitutional rights, or conducted an unlawful search and seizure. If we find any evidence that may indicate 

the police violated the law, we will make it known to the judge immediately, and motion to have the charges 

dropped. 

To learn more about our defense services, please contact Houston Marijuana Cultivation Lawyer Charles 

Johnson anytime night or day at (713) 222-7577 to speak with him directly. 
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The government is leading a well funded fight against drugs that measures its victory by the quantity 

of arrests made and the size of drug ... 
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earned.  Minor marijuana possession is not decriminalized in Texas, ... 
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