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Here it is! The first issue of the 
# h t b a r p  m a g a z i n e !
What started as a little idea finally became 
reality. I always had the dream of 
publishing my own magazine, but I had 
no clue what it should be about or how 
to achieve this goal. Back when I was 
working as a researcher in molecular 
biology I had no time to live my dreams. 
However, when I became a pro 
photographer and started my project 
“How To Become A Rockstar 
Photographer”, my life turned upside 
down, like on a rollercoaster ride.

In April 2014 I wrote my first article 
about how to start out as concert 
photographer and when I published it on 
my blog, I never could have dreamed of 
what happened next. 2 ½ years later, and 
I have built a world-wide community of 
passionate concert photographers, and 
helped them to live their passion. More 
than 5000 newsletter subscribers and 
the positive feedback I receive every day 
has shown me that my work is important 
and my help is needed. I want to thank 
you all for this, because you are the 
reason for all this success. 

The idea of the #htbarp magazine first 
came to my mind when a friend mentioned 
that he was starting his own magazine, 
featuring photos of his community 
members. When I heard that, I was sold 
on the idea.

The next step was to establish my unique 
hashtag #htbarp on Instagram. Why 
Instagram? In my opinion Instagram is 
the most important platform for concert 
photographers at the moment. It’s easy 
to upload photos and get people to see 
and like them. Almost every band has an 
active Instagram account, which makes it 
a great opportunity to get in contact with 
them as well. It’s simply an incredible 
tool to share your work with like-minded 
people. That’s why I started to ask concert 
photographers to use the hashtag #htbarp 
to mark their music photography work. 
After three months we collected 20,000+ (!) 
awesome concert photos in this gallery. 
It was unbelievable! 
 
So I thought, how cool would it be to 
give people the chance to get their work 
published and receive worldwide attention? 
The idea of the #htbarp magazine was 
born. I began to curate the Instagram 
gallery and chose 55 concert photographers 
to be published in this first issue of the 
#htbarp magazine. 

We know how challenging it can be to 
make a career out of concert photography 
and therefore I want to help you with 
this first step. 

This issue features an interview with  
the incredible New York-based music 
photographer Dana Distortion who 
reveals some great insights that we can 
all learn from. 

The main part of the magazine consists 
of the work of 55 concert photographers 
from all around the world. Some are 
beng published for the first time, while 
others are well-established in this 
industry. Every photo is unique and 
reflects the personality of the photographer. 
It’s not only about getting a technically 
perfect photo. It’s also about emotions, 
about conveying the feelings that the 
photographer experienced when he or 
she was standing in front of the stage 
when these photos were taken. 

I am proud of everyone who has been 
selected as a photographer, and I am 
happy to present you a selection of 
awesome concert photos from all around 
the world, from the smallest clubs to the 
biggest festival stages. 

 
I hope you enjoy it! 
 
And please see the Submission page if 
you wish to contribute to the next issue. 
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yourself a lot of damage because you are 
who you are. If you want to become 
somebody else other than yourself, or be 
like somebody else rather than yourself… 
I think that’s a mistake. Well, I don’t want 
to call it a mistake, but I think it’s not 
good for you because what’s the point?  
I already exist, so why would anybody 
else want to shoot like me? You know,  
I shoot my photos, you should become 

yourself. You should explore yourself, 
your limitations, your artistic side, you 
should want to be you. You should never 
want to be somebody else. You should 
never compare your work to other people’s 
and say, “Hey, they are better than me!” 

Matthias: How do you deal with 
drawbacks and do you have suggestions 
on how to overcome them? 

Dana: Like everything in life, you just do 

Matthias: Welcome, Dana! Great to have 
you here. How are you doing? 

Dana: Great to be here, I’m doing great! 

Matthias: You were born in Israel. What 
was it like being raised in Israel, and how 
is the music culture there? 

Dana: Childhood in Israel is really great, 
you become independent from a very 
young age because it’s pretty small and 
kind of different. I was very involved in 
the music scene back then. We had a big 
club called Roxen that had live shows, 
such as Radiohead. They started their 
career there too and they say ’til this very 
day that that’s where they were discovered! 
We had big shows coming to that club 

and I started going there from a very 
young age. But it’s a tiny country and it’s 
not very convenient to get there, and the 
political situation is not great, so not a lot 
of big artists come there. So when they 
do, it’s a very big deal, it’s a very big 
show. I saw a lot of big bands there as a 
teenager – such as Madonna, Michael 
Jackson, U2, Aerosmith, and Metallica. 

Matthias: Were you already a music 
photographer back in Israel, and did you 
get access to shoot all those big events? 

Dana: I’ve been a music photographer for 
less than seven years actually, I just 
started recently. I was always a music 
lover. I was always involved in the music 
scene but I was never doing that 

professionally, and photography came 
very late. 

I did films, a lot of music videos and stuff 
that is music related, but I didn’t even 
know that music photography existed 
until pretty recently actually. I didn’t even 
know that you can have a career out of 
that at all. It’s something I had no idea 
about, so that was a big surprise for me. 
I was always involved in music and the 
music scene, and music was always my 
number one thing, but never professionally. 
Then I went to a film school and started 
doing videos and documenting dance on 
video, so that’s really how I started 
getting into it, but not actual photography, 
it was just video stuff. 

Matthias: In the year 2000 you moved to 
New York City. How do you like it? 

Dana: I came here for the summer and I 

have stayed for almost 17 years now. I’m 
in love with New York! I wasn’t planning 
on moving here, it just happened and now 
I’m in love with the city. Never stopped 
being in love with it. It’s the best thing 
that ever happened to me! It’s my home. 
I love Israel very much but I’m a very 
hyper person, I need a lot of action and 
New York definitely provides that for me. 

Matthias: For the guys who are not 
familiar with your work, can you talk 
about some milestones in your music 
photography career so far? 

Dana: My dream is not to be on the 
cover of a magazine or stuff like that.  
I never see it that way. To me it’s just…  
I really love music and I’m becoming a 
better photographer for myself, which is 
a great challenge and an accomplishment 
for me, but I never look at it as a 
competition. I just want to do it for a 
living for the rest of my life, maybe not,  
I don’t know.  

You know, a milestone for me is that 
people write to me a lot and are saying 
that they are inspired by my work and 
that they love my work. To me that’s my 
biggest accomplishment in life. I love 
inspiring people, I love teaching people,  
I take a lot of time answering emails and 
questions, and to me that’s success. It’s 
not measured in money, it’s not measured 
in accomplishments or awards. 

It’s always nice to have a magazine 
publishing my photos, it is always a great 
feeling, but I don’t have a big goal that 
I’m going after. You know, when the 

bands love my photos or take me on tour 
with them and take me to shoot their 
shows, it’s a huge compliment for me. It’s 
a huge milestone for me, but it’s never 
my goal doing that. I just really love what 
I do, I really love music. I’m a music fan, 
first of all.

Matthias: I totally agree with this. Being 
an inspiration to others gives you so 

much more positive energy. You can 
reach and help so many people out there. 
I often hear people struggling with 
comparing their work with others and in 
the end get frustrated, because they 
think, “Other people are better than me.” 

Dana: It’s a lot about being confident in 
life. In anything in life. If you think that 
way, if you look at your work through 
other people’s work, and it doesn’t 
matter in what field, I think you’re doing 

INTERVIEW WITH...

DA N A  D I S TO RT I O N 
“Just  f*cking do it !”



it! I have fears and doubts every day in 
my life too! When I start new things, 
insecurities are a part of being a human 
being and you just have to do it, you 
know! Just fucking do it! You can’t let 
your fears get the best of you. And 
they’re not going to go away, they’re 
going to be there so you just have to 
accept them as your friends. You’re going 
to live with your fears and it’s going to 
become better, you will become better. 
At the start I had no idea what I was 
doing, I had no idea how to take photos,  
I have millions of washed out or black 
photos from when I started and I just did 
it! I didn’t think about it so much, you 
have to not over-think those things and 
just go with it. What’s the worst that 
could happen? What, you’re going to be 
a failure? Just do it. Be afraid and do it. 
Pee in your pants, but do it. Because I 
think it’s worse not doing than giving up 
on your dreams. 

Matthias: You were shooting and also 
touring with the Japanese band 
BABYMETAL! How did this all start  
and how did this go for you? 

Dana: I went to Japan to shoot The 
Rolling Stones and on my day off I went 
to see Babymetal, and a friend of mine 
knew the manager, so I took some photos 
and sent them to the band and they 
really liked them and they offered me to 
become their official photographer. And I 
said yes. It was a great experience. I have 
toured with them for the past two years. 
I love working with them. Love that 
band! And they really became huge over 

time and I’m very proud of them. It was a 
great experience for me! Especially to 
work with a different culture, because 
they are all Japanese, and I loved those 
people. I love Japan. That was my first 
time in Japan, I fell in love with it. My 
whole life I wanted to get to Japan. I love 
everything about the Japanese culture,  
I love the aesthetics so much. Touring 
with Japanese people was just amazing! 
Everything about it was amazing, I have 
absolutely nothing bad to say. The 
experience is amazing! 

Matthias: Becoming a tour photographer 
is also one of the milestones that people 
want to reach. Do you have any advice? 

Dana: People who do that for years,  
I really don’t know how they do it. It’s 
hard work. People think, “Oh, the rock 
star world is just a party”… bullshit! Rock 
stars are exhausted. It’s exhausting. It’s 
really hard work. And you have 
to put in a lot of traveling 
time, a lot of flights, a lot 
of hours spent on a bus. 
And you always have 
to be responsible and 
do what people tell 
you to do. Being there 
at a certain time, it’s a 
lot of pressure: very, very 
hard work. It’s not that rock 
and roll life that people think 
it is…oh well, I guess it is a little bit 
but that’s not what it is about! 

Matthias: Right! Not the rock star cliché, 
“Sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll.” 

Dana: Oh no, not at all! Especially for 
music photographers. We don’t get to 
party because we need to send the 
photos in. So we mostly work on tour. 

Matthias: Yeah, we have to edit every 
night and get it out there.  

Dana: Exactly! 

Matthias: From my experience as a 
concert photographer, it is not only 
about shooting pictures, it’s also about 
networking and marketing and building  
a personal brand. You told me that you 
are working on your own fashion brand. 
How is it going? 

Dana: It’s getting there! It did not launch 
yet! Well, it did come to me many, many 
years ago. Just because I was like, “Wow, 
I would love to make a T-shirt with all my 
photo passes. I think it will be really cool!” 

So I started looking for ways of 
doing that. Then a lot of 

ideas, stuff that I was 
inspired by music and 
photography, just 
came to me and then I 
was just like, “Well, 
why don’t I do it?”, and 

I started designing! I’ve 
been working on it for a 

really long time because I 
can not fully commit to it, and 

I’m shooting a lot! It takes way more 
time than I want it to, but the more I start 
doing it, the more ideas come to me and 
I really want to create a brand that is 
personal to me that is based on music. 

The brand’s slogan is “Rock ’n’ roll you 
can wear” and that’s exactly what it is! 
It’s my photos and photos of things that 
are related to music and my experience, 
my point of view from shows. I think that 
living music photography should be more 
than just a poster on the wall or a photo 
in a magazine. I think it’s also the wearable 
things, souvenirs and all my tickets, or a 
bag. It’s like all my souvenirs from shows, 
and it’s very personal to me, and I think a 
lot of people can relate. So it’s all based 
around music, a lot of quotes 
from songs, sentences I really 
like. I’m a really big fan of lyrics. 
You’ll see that there are a lot of 
different things but it’s all around 
music, rock and roll, photography. 
Things I love, basically. Things  
I love made into clothes and 
accessories. 

I’m doing a big launch party here 
in New York in October, and then 
I’m going to launch the website, 
which is all ready! You know, 
step by step, just preparing all 
the social media for it. There is one 
already – it’s called “Distortion Unplugged”, 
an Instagram account and a Facebook 
page, and I’m going to start running it 
next month! Finally! 

Matthias: Let’s do a short Q&A:  
Nikon or Canon? 

Dana: I’m a Nikon shooter. 
 
Matthias: Which camera model of Nikon 
do you have? 

Dana: I have a D4 and a D4S.  

Matthias: If you could choose only one 
lens for concert photography, which one 
is it? 

Dana: 24-70mm Nikon lens, absolutely. 
It’s my go-to lens, I use it the most. It 
covers a good range, especially if you are 
in the pit. It’s not too wide, it’s not too 
long. It’s super fast. It’s a beautiful lens!  
I love it.

Matthias: Favorite record of all time?  

Dana: Oh boy. I can not answer that 
question. There are so many! But one 
that I would take to a deserted island 
would be “After the Gold Rush” by  
Neil Young. 

Matthias: Band T-shirts or a dress? 

Dana: Of course band T-shirts… since 
100% of my clothing is bands’ T-shirts.  
I also have dresses that are bands’ 

dresses, so I’d do that. Though I really 
like being a girly girl sometimes, I feel 
naked if I’m not wearing a band T-shirt, 
so I’ll definitely go with that. 

Matthias: Your favorite concert you have 
shot so far? 

Dana: My favorite was definitely Paul 
McCartney, just because he’s my number 
one, it was very early in my career and it 
was very, very important to me! 

Matthias: Spring, summer, fall or 
winter in New York?

Dana: Fall, absolutely! Leather 
jacket and a scarf. That’s all I 
need. And a band T-shirt.  

Matthias: Which band is still on 
your concert photography “to 
do” list?  

Dana: Rage Against The 
Machine! Come on!

Matthias: Thank you so much, Dana! 
What is your one must-have tip for 
people starting out in concert 
photography? 

Dana: Just fucking do it!!
 
Find Dana at : 
www.distortionpix.com/ 

Instagram: @danadistortion 

“I really love 
music and I’m 

becoming a better 
photographer for 

myself, which is a great 
challenge and an 
accomplishment 

for me.”

http://www.distortionpix.com/
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Feel and relate to what you are listening and what you are seeing while 

shooting a concert, and those feelings will be translated into a great  
picture full of emotion.

www.facebook.com/helenagranjophotography 
Instagram: @helenagranjo

Gear used: 
Canon 60D and Canon 24-70 f/2.8 USM II 

 
Camera settings: 

47mm | f/5.6 | 1/200s | ISO 2000

Helena Granjo, Portugal

This is a photo of the band Battles taken at Nos Primavera Sound 
Festival this year.I decided on this one because it’s about a drummer, 
who is often “neglected” in our concert photos for being too far in the 
back or hidden behind the other bandmates. Also it has a lot of what I 

love about music photography; lights, colour, action and emotion.

Battles © Helena Granjo

#1 tip for beginners: 



October 2016, issue 1 # HTBARP magazine

#1 tip for beginners: 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help from other photographers.  

We are a great family. 

http://ericbrisson.ca 
Instagram: @sakuhabs

Gear used: 
Canon 7D - Canon 70-200 f/2.8 mkII 

 
Camera settings: 

70mm | f/2.8 | 1/320s | ISO 1600

A full pit on this night. Looking to capture something different I went  
to the side, knowing Andy Biersack of Black Veil Brides is always very 

expressive, and I might be able to capture something interesting.  
I love how this image shows the intensity and the personality of  

the singer with a good view of his Batman tattoo. I love how he is 
isolated in this capture.

Eric Brisson, Canada

Black Veil Brides © Eric Brisson
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#1 tip for beginners: 
There will always be some important people who try to keep you  

from pursuing your passion, so prove them wrong, be eager to learn,  
and never ever stop shooting! 

www.samflammang.com 
Instagram: @sam_flammang

Gear used: 
Canon 5D mark III, 70-200 f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

100mm | f/2.8 | 1/1250s | ISO 100

A classic punk jump-shot from Anti-Flag at 2014 Rocco delSchlacko 
Festival in Germany; I simply adore the simple composition  

and the bassist’s perfect jump, even though the lighting was hard  
due to direct sunlight.

Sam Flammang, Luxembourg
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Try to be consistent. Try to be the guy that gets there and does the job. 

www.ruibandeirafotografia.com 
Instagram: @rui_bandeira

Gear used: 
Canon 5DMkII, Canon EF 17-40mm f/4L USM 

 
Camera settings: 

31mm | f/4 | 1/160s | ISO 1250

I made this image at the start of Ana Moura’s tour this year. I was 
official photographer for the tour. This image was on the first night of 
the tour and I was at the back of the stage when I made this image.  
I usually don’t remove the colors on my concert images, but this one  

I just had to make into black and white.

Rui Bandeira, Portugal

Ana Moura © Rui Bandeira
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Be nice to other people, it pays off, trust me. 

www.samarcophoto.com 
Instagram: @samarcophoto

Gear used: 
Fuji XT-1, Fujinon 56mm f/1.2 

 
Camera settings: 

56mm | f/1.8 | 1/125s | ISO 3200

Since I first listened to “Plays Metallica by Four Cellos” I always wanted 
to see Apocalyptica. This was the first time I saw them and also one of 

the first bands I ever photographed. Back then I had no idea what a 
Photo Pass was. I had a chat with the guy at the merchandise table, 

found out who the band manager was, and asked to shoot the show, 
and just like that, I was in the pit for the first three songs. I ended up 

taking this shoot later from the crowd. This picture was taken without a 
whole lot of available light, with a mirrorless camera and a prime lens. 

You can do a lot without spending much.

Gus Samarco, United States & Brazil
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#1 tip for beginners: 
You need to love music first , so you can take great photos at concerts. 

http://lewisshihphotography.wordpress.com 
Instagram: @lewisshih_photography

Gear used: 
Nikon D90 , 35mm f/1.8 

 
Camera settings: 

35mm |  f/4 | 1/30s | ISO 640

I am one of the official photographers at Megaport Festival 2016 where 
this photo was taken. It’s one of the biggest music festivals in Taiwan. 

ChthoniC is a famous oriental metal band from Taiwan.

Lewis Shih, Taiwan

ChthoniC © Lewis Shih
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Believe in yourself and never give up! 

www.nici-eberl.com 
Instagram: @NiciEberlPhoto

Gear used: 
Canon 5D MK III, 24-70mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

 f/2.8 | 1/100s | ISO 5000

I am always on the lookout for musicians that get into the crowd,  
and I was especially lucky this time. The guitarist jumped into the 
crowd with his guitar and continued playing there. The adrenaline 

pumped through my veins and I knew I only had a few seconds to get 
the perfect shot. I quickly changed my settings and ran there. The first 

couple of shots came out blurry but the last one was THE ONE.  
I think you can imagine how happy I was, can’t you?

Nici Eberl, United Kingdom

Cage The Elephant © Nici Eberl
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Explore and shoot as much as possible!! Concert photography is fun,  
it’s a passion, but low light and bad lighting are always against you.  

Explore your camera and environment. 

www.ivanpadillaphotography.com 
Instagram: @_ivanpadilla_

Gear used: 
Nikon D5100, 24-75mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

75mm | f/2.8 | 1/400s | ISO 1600

C4 Trio is amongst the finest masters of the cuatro, the national 
Venezuelan instrument. Their sound takes traditional Venezuelan music 

into contemporary terrains. This shot is an epic moment on their 
performance. They gather together, sit down and start playing each 

other’s instruments in an amazing and energetic way!!  
I was so happy with this shot. It really transmits great energy!

Ivan Padilla, Russia
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#1 tip for beginners: 
There will be lots of discouraging moments on your road to success -  
let the small wins drive you forward and never give up on your dream. 

www.anjaivanovic.com 
Instagram: @anjaimusicphoto

Gear used: 
Nikon D7000, Nikkor 50mm f/1.8 G 

 
Camera settings: 

50mm | f/4.0 | 1/200s | ISO 2000

The singer, Isis Queen, has lots of energy on stage. She was jumping 
and climbing the stage all the time, so it was hard to freeze her 

movement. This was the one rare moment when she stopped, and right 
at that moment someone from the crowd raised a fist, which added 

something more to the framing.

Anja Ivanovic, Slovenia

Barb Wire Dolls © Anja Ivanovic
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Be confident. Even if you’re a nervous wreck and think you have no idea 
what you’re doing, just be confident. You deserve to be where you are. 

www.rachaelking.co.uk 
Instagram: @rachaelkinguk

Gear used: 
Nikon D700, Nikkor 50mm f/1.8 

 
Camera settings: 

50mm | f/2.8 | 1/200s | ISO 4000

This was taken at the end of Avatar’s set aboard the Shiprocked cruise 
in January. I love this photo as it’s different from my normal live shots. 

Johannes stood there for a minute, really appreciating the fans’ 
reactions after they finished playing. It was a great moment to capture!

Rachael King, United Kingdom
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Enjoy the moment: take time to be aware of your surroundings  

and what’s happening, not just getting the shot. 

https://daniellecauleyphotography.myportfolio.com/ 
Instagram: @daniellecauley

Gear used: 
Canon 50D, EF 17-85 mm 

 
Camera settings: 

26mm | f/5.0 | 1/40s | ISO 160

I have a soft spot for silhouette shots for some reason, they just bring a 
certain mystery and emotion that you don’t get in light/detailed photos. 

Glassjaw was a really great/fun band to shoot, so much passion and 
emotion in their performances. I didn’t know anything about them 

before shooting, which almost made it better!

Danielle Cauley, United States

Glassjaw © Danielle Cauley



October 2016, issue 1 # HTBARP magazine

#1 tip for beginners: 
Make the best of every lighting situation and think quick on your feet.  

Getting those unique shots let you stick out from other photographers! 

http://amhimages.com 
Instagram: @allisonhade

Gear used: 
Nikon D700, 85mm f/1.8 

 
Camera settings: 

85mm | f/1.8 | 1/250s | ISO1600

This is Danny, guitarist of Secret Weapons. They were playing at 
Schubas Bar in Chicago, IL and the lighting was absolutely fantastic. 

This shot was taken just after I had finished taking some photos from 
the back of the venue and I didn’t adjust my ISO. This saturated the 

picture with that light!

Allison Hade, United States

Secret Weapons © Allison Hade



# HTBARP magazine October 2016, issue 1

#1 tip for beginners: 
Learn the Holy Trinity: aperture, shutter speed and ISO. 

www.facebook.com/MetalVisualsPasiErikssonPhotography 
Instagram: @propaani

Gear used: 
Nikon D750, Nikkor 70-200 f/2.8 ED VR II 

 
Camera settings: 

200mm | f/2.8 | 1/640s | ISO 200 

I shot Primordial for the first time at Tuska Open Air Metal Festival 
2016. The band’s vocalist Alan Averill is a very photogenic person.  

He  makes great contact with the audience and he has very nice poses, 
like this one.

Pasi Eriksson, Finland
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Always pay attention to the lights, that’s what makes the dramatic effect of 

a pic and can change everything! 

www.loluphotography.com 
Instagram: @loluphotography

Gear used: 
Canon 6D, Tamron 24-70mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

35mm | f/2.8 | 1/250s | ISO 3200

This picture was made in Southampton, UK, while I was on tour with 
coldrain, a Japanese band. It was their first headline tour in Europe,  

so it was a bit special for them and the pressure on me was big every 
night to always capture the best! It was nearly the end of the tour, 

everybody was tired, but the band gave it all, like always. I think this 
picture captures well the charisma and the intensity that Masato,  

the singer, is capable of when he’s on stage. He is one of the people  
I like to photograph the most.

Laure Ghilarducci, France

Coldrain © Laure Ghilarducci
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Just read between the light and the shadow! 

https://aftphotography.amebaownd.com 
Instagram: @a.f.t.photography

Gear used: 
Sony a7m2, 16-35mm f/4.0 

 
Camera settings: 

17mm | f/4.0 | 1/125s | ISO6400

House Arrest did a Japan tour from Barcelona, Spain in 2015. Though 
I’m not totally satisfied with this photo technically, I love the balance 

and the composition they made. They came from different places,  
but I felt the strong bond between them and the groove they made was 

so cool and perfect.

Aki Fujita Taguchi, Japan
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Don’t forget the drummer! 

www.rock-n-laura.com 
Instagram: @rocknlauraphoto

Gear used: 
Nikon D5000, Nikkor 18-55mm,  f/3.5-4.5 

 
Camera settings: 

f/3.8 | 1/250s | ISO 3600

This photo is less “right place, right time” and more “same place, all the 
time.” Japanese tech metal band Cyclamen were opening up for Sikth in 
a packed live-house in Tokyo, and I spent the gig shooting from the side 

of the audience against a wall and on top of a stepladder, so when 
singer Hayato went crowd surfing I just happened to be in the right 

place to get this shot.

Laura Cooper, Japan

Cyclamen © Laura Cooper
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Don’t compare yourself to others, do your thing in your own personal way. 

Instagram: @cthulhu_

Gear used: 
Canon 600D, 50mm f/1.8 

 
Camera settings: 

50mm | f/1.8 | 1/80s | ISO 200

Small band, small club, very low light, tight stage. I was literally playing 
with my new lens, moving from one side of the stage to the other, 

almost lying on the floor... and I got this shot! It seems like  
sometimes you can have the best shots by just playing around  

without trying too hard.

Andrea Massazza, Italy

Electric Ballrom © Andrea Massazza
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Take time to introduce yourself to other photographers in the pit. This 

simple practice helps to relieve any pre-show anxiety you may have and will 
also expose you to some amazing talent that can help you grow as a 

concert photographer down the road. 

www.iceboxphoto.com 
Instagram: @iceboxphoto156

Gear used: 
Canon 5D Mark III, Tamron 24-70 

 
Camera settings: 

24mm | f/2.8 | 1/250s | ISO 3200

This shot of John Moyer was taken on March 16, 2016 at the House of 
Blues in San Diego, California.  It was my very first trip to the pit,  

and I actually found out less than 24 hours before the show that I was 
approved to shoot. The lighting during the “first three” was challenging 
(lots of pyrotechnics, smoke, and red lighting), but I managed to capture 
some killer shots of one of my all-time favorite bands. It’s an experience 

that I will never forget!

Matthew Belter, United States
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Camera settings and picture composition are important, but don’t 
concentrate too hard on them or you will miss the music and the 

atmosphere that are the heart and soul of every concert. 

Instagram: @picturave

Gear used: 
Sony A7R + Metabones adapter + Sigma 24-70mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

37mm | f4.0 | 1/160s | ISO5000

My first time shooting this band. It was a high-energy, seriously rocking 
gig and Edi was a whirlwind on the drums. Luckily, in this venue,  

(Viper Room Vienna) it’s very easy to get past the other musicians  
and near to the drummer for some cool close-up shots.

Roswitha Prochazka, Austria

Hard Excess © Roswitha Prochazka
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Stay focused. I know how overwhelming and crazy it can get once you are 

in the photo pit, but just try to stay focused and get the best shots you can. 

www.dariatuca.com 
Instagram: @dariatuca

Gear used: 
Nikon D800, 70-200mm f/2.8G 

 
Camera settings: 

86 mm | f/2.8 | 1/500s | ISO 2500

It rained huge amounts before the concert. When we were all set in  
the photo pit and the band came on stage, the sound was so strong 

that all the water that was collected on the roof of the stage fell right 
onto us. The adrenaline rush was so strong that I wasn’t even able  
to realize why I was soaking wet, we all just figured it out after the  

first three songs ended.

Daria Tuca, Romania

Alice Cooper - Hollywood Vampires © Daria Tuca
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Be respectful of everyone. Leave your ego at home.
Follow the light, Chase the music. Make great art. 

www.themusicistalking.com 
Instagram: @themusicistalking

Gear used: 
Sony A99 - Zeiss 24 - 70 f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

 f/4.5 | 1/125s | ISO 3200 

This photograph of Steve Harris from Iron Maiden is a photograph that 
I have been chasing to make since I first started making photographs at 

concerts. When I was younger, I would watch their live concert, Live 
After Death, on a video cassette, and was hooked by their music and 
visuals. I was mesmerized watching Steve Harris play bass without a 

pick. I saw the gorgeous photographs in the album’s booklet made by 
Ross Halfin, and knew I wanted to make one as well.

Alexander Hallag, New Zealand
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Be persistent and brave enough to invest into projects that might not earn 
you any money at first glance but might turn out to be extremely beneficial 

for you in the future. If you feel that it’s the right thing to do, everything 
will work out it the end!

 

www.adamharanghy.com 
Instagram: @adamharanghy

Gear used: 
Canon EOS 5D Mark III & Walimex Pro 14mm 

 
Camera settings: 

14mm | f/2.8 | 1/160s | ISO 400

Jan Delay is a very successful and versatile German Hip-Hop, Reggae, 
Funk and Rock artist. In addition to being one of my personal favourite 
musicians, he had a huge impact on my career as a music photographer 
as well. Back in 2010, the first concert that I ever shot was actually him 
playing with his awesome live band ‘Disko No. 1’. Five years, and a lot 

of hard work, later he was also the first artist I got to tour with as a 
photographer. Sharing the stage with one of my favourite musicians 
and bands in front of tens of thousands of people, working for them, 
and eventually building up a strong relationship – that’s nothing short 

of a dream come true!

Adam Haranghy, Germany

Jan Delay & Disco No.1 © Adam Haranghy
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#1 tip for beginners: 
It’s about capturing the moment, not necessarily being technically correct. 

www.leaveittoleavitt.com 
Instagram: @leaveittoleavitt

Gear used: 
Canon 5D mark III, Canon 24-70 f/2.8 IS USM 2 

 
Camera settings: 

 24mm | f/ 2.8 | 1/400 | ISO 800

When I took this picture, it wasn’t bad, but it wasn’t good, I considered 
it a “meh” shot, one that I was content with. A few weeks after delivery, 

Lindsey posted this photo to her Instagram and gushed over it.  
When I asked her why out of ALL the other shots she chose this one, 

she said “...I don’t have any other images of me like this. It’s so perfect, 
tight and crisp. My skirt is flying and you can see motion. It’s a beautiful 
image!” I was very quickly reminded in that moment, that beauty is truly 

in the eye of the beholder. 

Leavitt Wells, United States
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Kevin Dubrow - Quiet Riot © Scott Burns

# HTBARP magazine

#1 tip for beginners: 
Get to REALLY know your gear, and shoot a lot!  

Don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Have fun. 

www.scottburnsimages.ca 
Instagram: @scottburnsimages

Gear used: 
Pentax ME Super, 50mm f/1.7 lens 

 
Camera settings: 

Manual focus, approx 1/320s

This image is one of my personal favorites of all time. I love the energy 
of the artist (the late Kevin Dubrow of Quiet Riot). It was created on a 

very hot August 17, 1984 at CNE Stadium in Toronto, Canada. This was 
in my early days, and shot on Kodak TriX ISO 400 black-and-white film 
(analog!) so it has that slightly grainy appearance, and I find that sexy.

Scott Burns, Canada
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Never compare yourself to other concert photographers. You are on your 

own journey and they are on theirs. Learn from others but find and be true 
to your own vision. 

www.clvestphotography.com 
Instagram: @lyrics_and_lenses

Gear used: 
Nikon D7000, 18-200 f/3.5 

 
Camera settings: 

f/5.6 | 1/160s | ISO 1600

The atmosphere at this show was beautiful and I got a little emotional 
and teary eyed in the photo pit when I got this shot. I am a portrait 

photographer who discovered concert photography ten months earlier, 
and this shot is when I realized I was exactly where I was supposed to 
be. Combining two passions - music & photography. I had found me.

Christi Vest, United States

Leon Bridges © Christi Vest
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#1 tip for beginners: 
 

www.hummerphotography.com 
Instagram: @hummer_photography

Gear used: 
Nikon D700, Nikkor 24-70mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

60mm | f/2.8 | 1/320s | ISO 2000

Jared James Nichols supported Zakk Wylde in Zurich. I didn’t know this 
band until then but loved to shoot their show. Lots of action on stage.

Jürgen Hummer, Austria
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Know the music, feel the music. When you know the song’s about to get 

big, so is the show! It’s easy to get carried away by it, but that is when you 
need your focus most! 

www.lumenlineas.nl 
Instagram: @Lumenlineas

Gear used: 
Canon 5dmk2 + 24-70mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

 f/2.8 | 1/320s | ISO 2500

I was shooting two shows that weekend, and had forgotten to take a 
break and sleep. So I ended up at Distortion festival, just shooting  

band after band, when Meshuggah came on. It was a hectic show with 
a lot of strobes. Finally, after some time, I got the lights just right!

Stefan Lucassen, Netherlands

Meshuggah © Stefan Lucassen
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Read, learn, do and ask every photographer the question you want to ask. 

www.nylodemeijer.nl 
Instagram: @nylodemeijer

Gear used: 
Nikon D7100, Tokina 11-16 f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

11mm |  f/2.8 | 1/250s | ISO 4000 

The first three songs were done already. I was standing in the crowd 
and saw that he was about to jump. So I ran to that spot and tried to 

get the best shot possible. I’m pretty happy with this one!

Nylo de Meijer, Netherlands

Monuments © Nylo de Meijer
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Believe in yourself and follow your dream; regardless of age,  

experience or background. 

www.debkloedenphotography.com 
Instagram: @debkloedenphotography

Gear used: 
Canon 5D Mark II, 70-200mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

70mm | f/4.0 | 1/350s | ISO 3200

Lachlan Bostock is the guitar/keyboard player for Sydney’s emerging 
indie-electronica band, Mansionair. This shot was taken in June 2016 at 
Adelaide’s HQ Complex. The venue has several viewing levels, allowing 
for many good vantage points. It was the first time I’d seen this exciting, 

new, young band, and they didn’t disappoint.

Deb Kloeden, Australia
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Only you can decide whether you’re “good enough” to become a concert 

photographer. In pursuing dreams like this, you might be faced with failure, but 
rather than dwelling on it, use it to propel yourself forward. Never, ever give 

up. Don’t stop learning, surround yourself with others who support your dream 
and stay true to your dream. Believe in yourself and go to the next concert! 

www.norrsken.photography 
Instagram: @siebzehnx

Gear used: 
NIKON D750, Nikkor 70-200mm f/2.8G VR II 

 
Camera settings: 

85mm | F2.8 | 1/640s | ISO 1600

Photo was taken during Neal Morse’s annual festival Morsefest held 
this past July for the third year in a row. There’s a drum duel in the song 
and both drummers, Jimmy Keegan (the current drummer, to the right 

in the pic) and Nick D’Virgilio (the former drummer to the left) took the 
drums showdown to a next level when they got off their drum-kits and 
started drumming on every possible thing they found on their way to 
the front of the stage, where they ended up drumming on the floor in 
alternate takes, drumming on each other’s bodies and even clashing 

their drumsticks once, the moment captured in the photo.

Joel Barrios, United States

Spock’s Beard © Joel Barrios
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Trust your vision and have fun; you make the shot, not the equipment!

http://t2media.us 
Instagram: @t2_kgrg

Gear used: 
Nikon D7100, Tamron 17-50mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

 f/2.8 | 1/250s | ISO 6400

This is a photo of Mixi, the lead singer of Stitched Up Heart.  
The band was playing a show on Nov 16, 2015 at Studio 7 in Seattle, 

Washington. They were the supporting band for Like A Storm that 
night. Mixi is a small woman with a huge stage presence, and had been 
headbanging and spinning her mic repeatedly that night. I went into the 
crowd and had to shoot through the audience to get this shot. The crop 
at chest level was to remove the heads of audience members but with 

the hair moving the way it is, it fills the frame nicely.

Trevor Foyston, United States
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Never give up! 

www.christoph-seubert.de 
Instagram: @christophseubert

Gear used: 
Nikon D700, Nikkor 10.5 f/2.8 fisheye

 
Camera settings: 

10.5mm | f/3.2 | 1/200s | ISO 2500

The Band is called Nada Surf, which was the headliner at the Phono 
Pop Festival 2012 in Rüsselsheim, Germany. Unfortunately I got a 

denial for my accreditation request but I didn’t give up. A few emails 
later I got the official accreditation for the whole festival. Afterwards, 

all of my pictures where uploaded to the official festival homepage  
with a link to my website.

Christoph Seubert, Germany

Nada Surf © Christoph Seubert
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Only release shots where the musician/band looks good, or at least,  

all right. This actually should be taken for granted, but I often see photos 
which are technically perfect but people on it just look weird. Nobody 

wants to see a photo like that. 

www.petra-leusmann.com 
Instagram: @rockmusicphotos

Gear used: 
Nikon D750, Nikkor 70-200 mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

95mm | f/2.8 | 1/400s | ISO 2000

Primal Fear is one of my favourite bands and it was a great pleasure  
and very exciting to shoot them. Thanks to Mat Sinner for the chance 

to take the photos.

Petra Leusmann, Germany
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Work hard on composing your images, don’t cut off parts of instruments, 

and think of where you place your object in the photo. 

www.bjornsphoto.se 
Instagram: @bjornsphoto

Gear used: 
Nikon D750, Tamron 24-70 f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

50 mm | f/3.5 | 1/3200s | ISO 640

This is Nita Strauss playing with Alice Cooper at Copenhell 2016.  
The stage was really high, so I had to hold my camera over my head and 

use live view to get this shot. I rarely use live view because the AF 
autofocus is slow in this mode, so it is hard to get sharp images.  

But in this case it worked out just fine!

Björn Olsson, Sweden

Nita Strauss © Björn Olsson
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Learn to use your camera in the worst possible scenarios and then 

everything else will seem easy in comparison! I started out shooting mainly 
rock & metal bands in small, dark venues in London – fast-action, lots of 

people on a small stage, very little light, no flash allowed and no photopit. 
Now I feel confident to shoot in a wide range of scenarios which makes the 

whole process much more fun and less stressful! 

www.katiefrostphotography.com 
Instagram: @katiefrost84

Gear used: 
Nikon D3300, Nikon FX 24-70mm f/2.8G 

 
Camera settings: 

24mm | f/2.8 | 1/4000s | ISO 800

This remains one of my favourite photographs I have taken in my career 
so far, taken at Tons of Rock Festival in Norway in 2015. I love this shot 

because it captures the guitarist lost in the moment as he belts out a 
guitar solo with his head flung back. You can’t get much more  

rock ’n’ roll than that!

Katie Frost, United Kingdom

Niterain © Katie Frost
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Actually read the camera’s manual and know how to operate  

every button and dial! 

http://rockatnight.net 
Instagram: @chyrisset

Gear used: 
Nikon D750, 80-200 mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

185 mm | f/2.8 | 1/400s | ISO 5000

There are moments when the lighting and shadows are perfect –  
and this is one of them. I was shooting photos of Nahko and Medicine 

for the People when two of the musicians performed a duet with  
a fiddle and an African stringed instrument called a kora. The lighting 
was very dark except for a dim overhead light from the side. Shooting 

with my Nikon 80-200 mm lens from the audience, I was able to 
capture this wondrous moment. Its Rembrandt qualities make it one  

of my favorite photos!

Chyrisse Tabone, United States
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#1 tip for beginners: 
My #1 tip is believe in your heart and follow your passion,  

quit your comfort zone and find a wide world full of new adventures  
and opportunities.

 

www.atrphotography.cl 
Instagram: @atrphotographycl

Gear used: 
Nikon D3300, 35mm 

 
Camera settings: 

 f/1.8 | 1/160s | ISO1600

Scomic is one of the bands that truly believed in my photography work 
in my first year of full dedication to concert photography and invited 

me to be part of them as one more of the band. I’m super happy to feel 
and understand the message of their music and capture memorable 

moments like this in my pictures.

Francisco Rojas, Chile

Scomic © Francisco Rojas
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Don’t ever be afraid to put yourself out there and follow your dream. 

www.dianemariephotography1.com 
Instagram: @camera_chick7

Gear used: 
Canon EOS T3i 

 
Camera settings: 

24mm | f/2.8 | 1/200s | ISO 3200

I have seen Sleeping With Sirens many times, but this was my first time 
shooting them with an All Access pass. I got this shot at Warped Tour, 
which is a huge music festival and one of my favorite events to shoot. 

This shot of Kellin Quinn was one of my favorites because you can 
really see all of the emotions he puts into performing.

Diane Henning, United States

Sleeping With Sirens © Diane Henning
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Feel the music when you’re looking for the perfect picture,  

so you can capture the moment. 

Instagram: @xchelguillermo

Gear used: 
Canon 5D mark II, 24-105 lens 

 
Camera settings: 

28mm | f/4.0 | 1/60s | ISO 3200

I was allowed to shoot the entire concert. I got this shot by the end  
just when I was moving towards the right side of the stage. They got 

together at the front and I got this. It’s all about the emotion.

Xchel Guillermo Ledesma Cervantes, Mexico
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Know your gear! No matter what gear you have, make sure you know it 

inside out and can change settings quickly in the dark; we only have three 
songs (maybe less) so don’t waste valuable shooting time by fumbling 

around and changing settings. 

www.richardbolwell.photography 
Instagram: @richardbolwell

Gear used: 
Nikon D700,  Nikkor AF-S Nikkor 24-70 f/2.8 G ED 

 
Camera settings: 

70mm | f/3.2 | 1/200s | ISO 3200

I have shot the Exeter-based folk rock duo Sounds of the Sirens on 
many occasions, and Hannah & Abbe always put 110% into every 

performance. I love the energy and chemistry both of these girls have 
on stage, but Hannah is the truly energetic one of the two and really 

goes all out on stage.I always manage to capture Hannah’s energy and 
passion in my images (hard not to) but there was something extra 

special about this one. Hannah was so energetic on this occasion that 
her trademark curly hair was really bouncing up and down and I just 

had to capture it - I managed to get her hair in “mid-bounce”. I am close 
friends with Sound of the Sirens and everytime I look at this image  

I think, “Yep, that’s Hannah to a T!” I’m really quite proud of this image.

Richard Bolwell, United Kingdom

Hannah Wood - Sound of the Sirens © Richard Bolwell
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Think outside the box when shooting live concert performances and be as 
creative as you can be. It’s about capturing a moment and it’s a moment in 

time. Make it special and enjoy yourself. 

www.martinbonephotography.co.uk 
Instagram: @martinbonephotography

Gear used: 
Nikon D800, Nikkor 18-70 AF-S f/4.5 ED 

 
Camera settings: 

40mm | f/4.5 | 1/125s | ISO 200

Stereo MCs are very active and it’s great when you get a musician on 
stage who knows how to play to the camera. It was a challenge to grab 
a sharp shot, so this was one of many images I shot, and it was used by 
Stereo MCs not only on their social media but as a promotional image 

for a nighclub in Bristol called The Fleece. 

Martin Bone, United KIngdom

Stereo MC © Martin Bone
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#1 tip for beginners: 
My number one tip for anyone starting out in music photography is to get 
to know your camera inside and out. The way I did this (other than from 

shooting gigs) when I was starting out was to go out at night for walks with 
my camera and create some long exposure shots for a few hours a night, 
twice a week. This got me to understand the exposure triangle in a “safe” 
environment and allowed me to try things out and make mistakes without 

it being a problem. 

http://richbroomemusicphotography.weebly.com 
Instagram: @rich_broome_photography

Gear used: 
Nikon D7000, Sigma Art 18-35mm Lens 

 
Camera settings: 

35mm | f/2.8 | 1/200s | ISO 1600

This is Josh Middleton of Sylosis on their headline tour. This shot was 
taken in The Electric Ballroom, Camden, London, England. I found out 

that Sylosis were playing in London and I desperately wanted to 
photograph them, so I contacted a friend of mine who is the co-editor 

of The London Economic. He contacted Sylosis’s management for a 
pass and they were happy to provide one! The pit was fairly empty (five 

or six photographers at most) and so I had lots of room to play with, 
which helped me achieve this shot. At the end of the three songs my 
camera bag was at the wrong end of the pit and as everyone else was 

shuffling out on the opposite end, I put my equipment away and stayed 
there to see if security would kick me out - they didn’t, so I stayed in 

the pit for the entire set.

Rich Broome, United Kingdom
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Make sure you know your camera gear in and out. Read the manual - you 

should be able to operate your camera as if you’re blindfolded. Don’t forget 
to practise, practise, practise all possible scenarios, including low light, 

bright light, red light, fast movement, and more. 

http://garciaborgo.com 
Instagram: @sylviaborgo

Gear used: 
Nikon D700, 70-200mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

 145mm | f/2.8 | 1/400s | ISO 4000

Vance Joy played the Balboa Theater in San Diego on February 29, 
2016. After being able to photograph the first three songs from the 
front of the house, I was given permission to explore the venue to 
continue shooting throughout the concert. I chose to go up to the 

second level of the theater and into a balcony seat. When I saw  
the spotlight behind Vance, I knew I just had to wait for the right 

moment, when Vance would move closer to the microphone to sing,  
so that I could have him partially block the light in order to illuminate 

him from behind.

Sylvia Borgo, United States

Vance Joy © Sylvia Borgo
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Don’t think that every photo is going to be sharp, clean and well lit!  

Don’t be afraid of including the dirt and grit into your photos because  
often that’s exactly what live music is all about. 

www.mattallanphotos.com 
Instagram: @mattallanphotos

Gear used: 
Canon 1DMk II, Sigma 24-60mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

24mm | f/3.5 | 1/80s | ISO 1250

It was Taking Back Sunday plus The Used together on one night and,  
as you might expect, the venue was packed to the rafters and the 
crowd was seething with anticipation. When Taking Back Sunday 

exploded onto the stage, the pace was frantic and the lead singer Adam 
Lazzara was zipping around the stage like a madman, which made it 
difficult because we were all packed into the photo pit like sardines. 

It was nothing more than a case of being in the right place at the right 
time with this shot though, and when Adam stopped pacing the  
stage just in front of me, I just had to get into position with my  

camera and get to work.

Matt Allan, Australia
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Take your time to get to know your camera, the technical stuff will come 

eventually, each gig is different with different results, but first and 
foremost, immediately respect the pit, the people around you, the 

equipment, etc. Pit etiquette is a top priority for music photographers and 
if you do see someone that is not respecting the rules, give a polite tap on 

the shoulder, they could be new too! 

www.amandacphotography.com 
Instagram: @amandac_photography

Gear used: 
Panasonic GX7 

 
Camera settings: 

65mm | f/4.8 | 1/125s | ISO 1000

Not long after taking the HTBARP course, I invested in a  
Panasonic DMC GX7 and a 45-150mm lens. This shot of Take That  

in their flying machine at the London O2 is one of my favourite shots, 
simply because it was one of my first. I’ve since upgraded to a  

Nikon D800 and shoot music on a regular basis for several agencies  
as well as artist commissions.

Amanda Cunningham, United Kingdom

Take That © Amanda Dunningham
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Try to feel and take the emotions at a concert. 

http://www.markusfroemml.ch 
Instagram: @markusfroemml

Gear used: 
Nikon D700, Nikkor 70-200 f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

180mm | f/2.8 | 1/160s | ISO 1000

This photo was taken on August 24th, 2013 at Teffli-Rally in 
Ennetmoos, Switzerland. The Johnny Trouble Trio is a German  

rockabilly band. I was the official concert photographer at the event.

Markus Frömml, Switzerland
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Don’t think, just take photos. 

Instagram: @FNDKBL

Gear used: 
Canon 40D 

 
Camera settings: 

33mm | f/2.8 | 1/125s | ISO 800

The S.I.G.I.T. (The Super Insurgent Group of Intemperance Talent) is an 
Indonesian rock band based in Bandung, Indonesia. I took pictures of 
them at a festival called The Parade, 2012 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

Hendy Winartha, Indonesia
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Be yourself, enjoy what you do, respect others and never, ever give up  
on your dreams! 

#1 tip for beginners: 

www.facebook.com/m-13 
Instagram: @monique_m13

Gear used: 
Nikon D7000, Nikkor 35mm f/1.8 

 
Camera settings: 

35mm | f/3.5 | 1/125s | ISO 2500

Photo was taken at Beer & Flowers festival, Slovenia on July 2016.  
I contacted Jay beforehand and asked him if he was interested in a 

collaboration when they come around. He was nice enough to get me  
a pass as their official photographer for that day. Great band, very cool 

guys! This is one of my favorite photos I took that night.

Monique Taii Voss, Slovenia

Jay Wud © Monique Taii Voss
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#1 tip for beginners: 
My number one tip for beginners is work on mastering shooting  

in low light conditions! 

www.Keith-Clark.com
Instagram: @keithclarkphotg

Gear used: 
Canon 50D, 18-135mm f/3.5 

 
Camera settings: 

18mm | f3.5 | 1/20s | ISO 3200

This was shot at A Change of Frequency benefit concert where I had All 
Access Area clearance.  While moving towards the Green Room,  

I snapped this pic of the guitarist from Fake Shark Real Zombie sitting 
on the stairs taking in the band White Ash Falls performance. It’s one of 

those rare captures that shows an intimate moment of a musician’s 
view from the sidelines.

Keith Clark, Canada
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Start in small clubs, with one camera and one lens (35mm or 50mm). 

www.blickwechselfotografie.ch/
Instagram: @blickwechsel

Gear used: 
Fujifilm X-T1, Samyang 8mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

8mm | f/2.8 | 1/250s | ISO 3200

I’m working on an annual project with this band and I follow them over 
a whole year. The picture is taken at the Montreux Jazz Festival. 

Working very close with the band gives me opportunities for capturing 
pictures from a different angle that goes beyond the first three songs.

Tilman Jentzsch, Switzerland

The Two Romans © Tilman Jentzsch
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Apart from the technical and composition stuff you can learn from amazing 

guys like Matthias and the Facebook group. One of the most important 
things I learnt was to go for photos of musicians who are doing something 

out of the ordinary, so I try to avoid shots of singers singing into 
microphones, etc. and wait for them to do something cool and interesting, 

even if it’s just a laugh to someone else in the band.  
I guess this tip would be called timing. ;) 

www.williamrichards.photography
Instagram: @Sixshot101

Gear used: 
Nikon D750, Nikon 24-70 f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

 f/3.2 | 1/400s | ISO 6400

This was shot during a day-long Impericon festival in the Melkweg in 
Amsterdam. There were ten bands playing spread out over the whole 

day, so it was pretty tiring! I’d already got the shots I wanted of the lead 
singer so I went and stood near this guy and just followed him as he 

moved around hoping he would do something cool. It worked.

William Richards, Netherlands

B
le

ss
 T

h
e 

F
al

l ©
 W

ill
ia

m
 R

ic
h

ar
d

s



October 2016, issue 1 # HTBARP magazine

#1 tip for beginners: 
Every band has a unique style, try to highlight that with your photo. 

www.andraspaul.com 
Instagram: @polandris

Gear used: 
Canon 5D mark II 

 
Camera settings: 

160mm | f/4 | 1/125s | ISO 3200

In this picture we can see András Lovasi the front man of the Hungarian 
alternative rock band Kispál és a Borz (Kispál and the Badger) captured 

at The Grand, London in May 2016. The snap was taken close to the 
end of the concert. I was at the back of the room close to exit and was 
waiting for another photographer to finish as the place he was standing 
at had a great view. And he left! I took my place and kinda waited for a 

moment to happen, and then on a heightened mood suddenly the 
smoke machine just blew a lot of smoke to the crowd so one could not 

see anything. One nice light beam right in front of the lead singer 
appeared for a very short time, my luck that I was prepared with the 

camera so just had to click. It was like now or never. Up to this time it is 
my favorite picture. Enjoy!

Andras Paul, United Kingdom

András Lovasi - Kispál és a Borz © Andras Paul
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Take iconic photos, rather than just photos of icons. 

www.chrispatmore.co.uk
Instagram @cpmusicfoto

Gear used: 
Canon 6D, Tamron 28-75mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

28mm | f/2.8 | 1/320s | ISO 1600

I was shooting the gig for Rock at Night. I was the only photographer 
there and allowed to shoot the whole set. The singer leaned into  

the camera, and I managed to frame it with the bass player behind him. 
It was one of those shots that you know is going to be a good one  

as soon as you press the shutter, even without having to look at the 
back of the camera.

Chris Patmore, United Kingdom

The Rubens © Chris Patmore
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#1 tip for beginners: 
To catch this special moment - relax, observe & listen: the musician’s 
reactions are correlated to the beat and music dynamics, and most  

of the time they are repeatable.

http://joannawizmur.com
Instagram @joannawizmur.photo

Gear used: 
Nikon d750, Nikkor Micro 105mm f/2.8 

 
Camera settings: 

105mm | f/3.5 | 1/500s | ISO 3200

Wojtek Mazolewski is a real rockstar among jazz musicians and that’s 
why photographers love him – he is very expressive when playing the 

double bass. However, he’s been photographed so many times that 
capturing him differently from what’s already been done is actually 

pretty challenging. I could call myself lucky - I was standing in the right 
spot and with my favorite lens on and reacted quickly, setting my 

camera to freeze this exceptional moment. Wojtek spontaneously lifted 
the bass above his head which was unusual – and I hadn’t expected 

that in the encore!

Joanna Wizmur, Poland
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Shoot every show like it’s your last, every artist like a headliner,  

and every photo as a story. 

www.MigPxl.com
Instagram: @MigPxl

Gear used: 
Sony Rx100m3 

 
Camera settings: 

f/2.8 | 1/300s | ISO 1200

I was initially offered to shoot Taylor Swift here in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
by a third party client and I signed the papers with my client but took 

the kill rate when I saw the photo contract that her tour had for all 
photographers. Instead, I was able to get tickets and shot from the 

crowd and I took my Sony Rx100m3 point and shoot camera with me.  
I shot this and an album of images for my personal collection and this is 

an important set of photos to me because it made me realize two 
things: stand up for your rights as a photographer, and any camera in 

the hands of the right person can create amazing images.

Miguel Mendoza, United States

Taylor Swift © Miguel Mendoza
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#1 tip for beginners: 
Making photos not taking photos. Capture the moment and noise is sexy. 

Instagram: @myrockinphoto

Gear used: 
Sony RX 100 MK II 

 
Camera settings: 

10.4mm | f/1.8 | 1/250s | ISO 800

I took this photo at small gigs, I tried to catch dramatic frame between 
the band and the crowd. It was really hard because the crowd always 
pushing around and the lighting was very low, but I am very satisfied 

with the result.

Gede Adhiputra, Indonesia

Kelelawar Malam © Gede Adhiputra



SUBMISSIONS

The #htbarp Magazine features photographers—both emerging and established—from all corners 
of the world. It doesn’t matter if you are just starting out or if you’re a professional music 
photographer with 30 years of experience. It doesn’t matter if you have a degree in photography  
or if you’re self-taught. 

What matters is your passion for concert photography, and I deeply believe that your passion will 
be reflected in your music photography work. I am seeking those people who yearn to be in front 
of the stage, those who won’t give up quickly when they’re facing challenging lighting conditions, 
and those who found concert photography to be a new motivation in their lives.

How to submit:

1. Simply tag your concert photos on Instagram with the unique  
hashtag #htbarp

2. For each new issue of the #htbarp magazine (four times a year)  
I am going to curate this gallery and choose 50 photographers.

3.  If you’re one of the selected photographers, you’ll be featured  
with one of your photos and get the chance to show off your  
work to a worldwide audience.

Tag your photos! I am so excited to see all of your awesome concert photography work!

Vintage Trouble © Matthias Hombauer
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