
Module Three
Lesson 4 

AUDIO 



AUDIO

NOT TO BE UNDERESTIMATED…. 



In this Module
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What You’ll Learn

Mobile  population 

What you need to make it 
happen 

Audio not to be 
underestimated 
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WHEN TO USE AUDIO: 

MOST STUDENTS ARE MOBILE - ON TRAINS, BUSES 
WALKING - AUDIO YOUR LESSONS 

WHEN YOU INTERVIEW SOMEONE ELSE 
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WHEN TO USE AUDIO: 

EVEN WHEN YOUR COURSE IS VIDEO BASED, 
 IT’S A GOOD IDEA TO PROVIDE AN AUDIO VERSION OF 

YOUR VIDEO WHICH CAN 
BE DOWNLOADED 
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AUDIO GIVES YOUR STUDENTS THE ADVANTAGE OF 
EASY, ANY-TIME ACCESS 

They can listen while walking to school/work/car on the 
train - anywhere ! 
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WHEN NOT TO USE AUDIO:

IF it’s a topic that is highly complicated to explain, audio 
probably won’t cut it. 

Obviously they can’t see examples and illustrations 
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Where 

AUDIO GREAT FOR: 

Topics that you can explain in an engaging, storytelling 
manner 

Language teaching 
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Where 

INTERIEWING ‘EXPERT’ 

In your field - like a radio show 

Examiner 
Author - text book 

Fellow teacher 



04

Where 

LIKE A RADIO SHOW 

Shows you as an expert 

Widen your reach 

Easy to do 

Can be made available in iTunes and just downloads to
 those who subscribe 
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TOOLS YOU’LL NEED FOR AUDIO LESSONS: 

External microphone 

Recorder software 

Audio editing software 
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MICROPHONES 

USB BLUE SNOWFLAKE - easy to get started with 

AUDIO TECHNICA ATR2 100 

BLUE YETI 

HEIL PR-40 

INVEST - in as high quality as you can afford 



04AUDIO RECORDING SOFTWARE: 

Audacity - FREE 

Vimeo /Wistia 
http://www.vimeotomp3.com/

Adobe Audition 
This link for a whole host of other option s

http://www.razorsocial.com/best-podcast-software-and-tools/
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It doesn't need to be perfect - remember you’re teaching 
something and in a classroom your delivery isn’t perfect 

- its not that different !
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PRODUCTION TIPS 

(For video too) 
Use a script and practice - You’ll be amazed how many 

phrases either don't make sense or  sound awkward- things 
you can’t know until you practice them. 

Position the microphone 6-12 inches away from your mouth 
and speak directly into it. 

Hold your script in front of you- if you tilt your head downward 
you’ll hear a drop in the audio volume. 
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PRODUCTION TIPS 

Don’t read across pages that you have to turn or move; 
the microphone will pick up the sound. Separate each page 

of the script and spread them out in front of you on a board or 
podium to read from . 

OR 

Use another laptop that you can scroll down easily.  



04PRODUCTION TIPS 

Don’t fidget! 

Repetition is your friend. Key words or phrases repeated 
throughout your audio lesson will help concepts stick in your 

students’ minds 

Go into the closet - 

Include a transcript -
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LEARN TO RECORD WITHOUT STOPPING 

MARK YOUR MISTAKES SO THAT THEY’RE EASILY 
EDITABLE

So after a mistake - clap your hands - but keep going!

The hand clap will cause a spike in the recording and you 
know where to edit 
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Delivery of AUDIO 

Audio is normally a downloadable file 

If listened to on a computer then you want to deliver them in 
an audio player 
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If you're using a course delivery platform, they’ll provide 
the built-in video player 

Otherwise, Vimeo and Wistia are where you want to 
HOST  this - easy and uncluttered 
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AUDIO- listening to away from a computer 

Then you need to provide a downloadable link 

www.S3amazon.com

Most external players use the MP3 file format 
Some may tell you to use a zip file because of the size of the 

audio file 
MP3 is a better user experience 



LOOK INTO AUDACITY -OR 
ONE OF THE OTHERS -  
HAVE A PLAY AROUND WITH 
IT. 

PRACTISE! 

TRY RECORDING A LESSON 
THIS WEEK 

HOMEWORK



AUDIO A GREAT ALTERNATIVE TO VIDEO 

GOOD TO OFFER ANYWAY - 
POPULATION HIGHLY MOBILE 

TOP AUDIO TIPS 

What did we learn?
Recap

1 .

2 .

3 .


