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Editor’s Introduction

Welcome to the fifteenth edition of the 

ICTA newsletter, ”FARES”.

Free of charge, feel free to print and 

distribute and put in your own binder.  If 

you would like to submit an article or 

personal profile regarding you or your, 

Checker,  please feel free to submit all 

content to the email address on the right 

side of this page.

So what’s new in this issue?  Ever wonder 

how many Checkers survive? Well, we’ll 

take a pass at some fancy calculations to 

forecast a number.  

We’ll also tackle the myth of when Checker 

were first sold to the general public, 1960?  

That said, we have printed a copy of the 

1959 New York Times Sunday Times 

article introducing the new Checker 

for 1960.  

Our first new issue since the 

Summer shows, we’ll also present 

coverage of the Hackenberger

auction, Macungie and Rockford. 

Some of our members will 

remember the crazy fashions of the 

1960’s please enjoy several photos 

from the sixties where Checker were 

used as backdrops.

As always we’ll share photos of taxi 

calamities, members Checkers and 

showcase current used Checkers 

available for sale. 

Please enjoy issue: volume 3 issue 5. 

Editor: Joe Fay
Drivermatica8@yahoo.com

Owner 1949,1950, 1952, 
1957 Checkers
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Members of the Internet Checker Taxicab Archive 
(formerly known as the Checker Cab Club) had a fun 
weekend viewing and bidding on the Ron 
Hackenberger vintage car collection. The event 
generated over 1.67 million dollars in sales a little 
over a week ago. Who was Ron Hackenberger?

Ron Hackerberger started collecting cars in 
1962. Ron’s first purchase was a 1948 Studebaker, 
which he bought when he was 15, with a loan from 
his grandfather.
Apart from more than 250 vehicles made by 
Studebaker, the collection 
includes Hudsons, Kaisers and Packards, British and 
Italian roadsters, and French cars such as Citroen 
DSs and 2CVs, also a DeLorean and a Bricklin SV-
1. His muscle cars include a 1965 Ford Mustangs, a 
1966 Dodge Chargers, and a 1967 Plymouth 
Barracudas.

There were microcars, such as Crosleys, Nash 
Metropolitans and Goggomobils, Honda N600s and 
Z600s and a BMW Isetta. There were 1940s era 
motorcycles, John Deere tractors, Jaguars, and a 
Cadillac ambulance, that looks like it came “straight 
out of Ghostbusters”.

ICTA Members Michael Pincus, Ben Merkel & Pete Talanca

ICTA At The Wackenberger Auction



4

Also included in his collection of orphan cars are eight 
Checkers! All needing restoration, some were quite rare. 
When was the last time you saw a six door Aerobus up for 
sale?

Hackenberger had originally hoped to open a museum to 
display his car collection, before deciding to sell them as 
his dream of building a museum became a 
challenge. Apparently Hackenberger did not store all of his 
cars in one location, the vehicles were scattered all over 
the country in the north and the south. Many were stored 
outside in Minnesota. Which appeared to be the case with 
the Hackenberger Checkers.
The challenge for the auction house was to get all the 
vehicles to Norwalk. Ohio for the auction. Can you imagine 
the logistics of moving 750 collector cars. The auction took 
place at the Summit Motorsports Speedway. While the 
auction was running, visitors could enjoy a 1000 car 
antique, hot rod and custom car show. There was also an 
opportunity to take in a series of drag races.

ICTA member John Roos, Ben Merkel, Pete 
Talanca, Michael Pincus, Steve Contarino and Joe 
Fay were at the two day event held on July 
15th. A great archivist, John Roos diligently 
sought out every Checker and documented the 
vehicle. The following is a brief narrative on each 
car along with a picture. All info will be entered 
into the ICTA roster.
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Car number 231, 1967 Checker Aerobus 8 door 

Limo. Serial Number A12W8M55288433. $2250.00

This appeared to be a very solid and straight blue 

wagon. A couple of missing windows, there were some 

extra windows lying on the rear seats. The only issues 

beyond standard old car rot was that each door was 

equipped with hardware store type door latches to keep 

the doors closed! Decals on the car indicated that part of 

its commercial service was in Chicago.

Car number 231R, 1967 Checker Aerobus 8 

door Limo. Serial Number 

A12W6M6522567. $2750.00

A very rare six door Aerobus, this Checker 

seemed to be very straight and the interior was 

nice, but needed a major cleaning. The stance 

was weird as it seemed to sit very high above 

the five lug nut wheels.
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Car number 232R, 1969 Checker Aerobus 8 door 

Limo. Serial Number A12W55289435. $1750.00

The roughest Aerobus it yielded the lowest price. Very 

straight this Checker still needed alot of help. Headlights 

doors were missing the interior was a mess. The 

limo equipped with door latches most likely purchased at 

ACE Hardware to hold the doors open. Left quarter glass 

was missing. In the back luggage compartment, a massive 

air conditioner was tucked up into the roof.

Car number 233R, 1974 Checker A11 

Taxicab. Serial Number 

A111634445383 $2250.00

One of the worst Checkers at the show, this car 

was deceiving. It looked great in pictures and 

even standing 5 feet away. Closer inspection 

yielded rusty floors and rear passenger seating 

area under the rear quarter windows. Equipped 

with a Chevy six cyclinder, it was unclear and 

painted black, it was unclear it this car had 

performed actual taxi service.
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Car number 234R, 1965 Checker Marathon 

Wagon. Serial Number A12W495129340. $1750.00

Equipped with a 327 Chevy engine, this was best Checker 

wagon at the auction. The interior was pretty messy and 

paint was a mess, but no significant rust could be 

found. This vehicle should really be saved considering 

that fewer that 100 wagons survive within the ICTA 

registry.

Car number 235, 1964 Checker Marathon 

Wagon. Serial Number 

A12W583814313. $1000.00

Equipped with an inline Continental six 

cylinder engine, perhaps the roughest of the 

wagons, this car had a dent in every fender, 

not very straight, which would explain the 

overall low cost.
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1962 Checker Marathon Superba. Serial Number 
A10W463651288. $700.00

Pretty awful overall condition auctioned for day two. That said, it was a 
very desirable A10 Superba. It was also equipped with the taller 1958-
1962 front fenders with a starburst grille. Hopefully this one will be 
saved as it is perhaps the rarest of all other than the six door Aerobus.

Bidding was lackluster and within 10 minutes on day 1 six Checker went 
under the gavel. Longterm its unclear how this will boad for the hobby.

Left - Michael 

Pincus climbs 

the 1951 

Studebaker 

Armbruster-

Stageway 8 door 

limo ladder 
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When this writer internalized that the Das 

Awkscht Fescht event would be a neutral 

site for Checker fans to meet post 

litigation, a certain uneasiness hit the pit 

of my stomach. How would the event go, 

would it be ugly, would a rumble 

erupt? Would we sit in our respective 

corners? How would it play out?

By mid morning 8 Checker arrived, and it 

was split evenly for both camp, 4 ICTA 

and 4 CCCofA. The air was tense, but 

then something strange happened, we 

all had fun! Thankfully we all agree that 

it’s time to move forward and enjoy our 

hobby. We all hope that over time the 

bad feelings will fade away and we can 

have more events like Das Awkscht

Fescht.

For 54 years, Das Awkscht Fescht has been a summer tradition 

for all ages. Offering three fun-packed days in the great 

outdoors, it’s been a perfect way for families to celebrate 

summer and see some of the finest antique cars from the east 

coast.

ICTA and CCCofA meeting at Das Awkscht



10

On Sunday At 8 AM Christian Hutter and 
his son Gavin arrived in their pristine A11 
was parked and ready for show. Marjorie 
and Bruce Uhrich made the drive from 
Philadelphia in their stunning 1956 
Checker Model A8 Standard. Michael 
Pincus arrived mid morning with his 
original NYC Checker A11. A 300 miles 
round trip with no a/c and in a car with 
1.25 million miles is a long ride is a 
challenge but the “world famous 707A 
maded the trip in fine order.

The Beebe’s of Morganstown, 
Pennsylvania, arrived in their stunning 
Checker. Painted in a pretty dark forest 
green, the Beebe Checker is quite 
striking. Jim Rogers & Nicole Rogers 
arrived with their family in their classic 
NYC A11. Best described as war torn, the 
Rogers A11 is always a crowd pleaser. Hutter 1976 Checker A11
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The Beebe’s of Morganstown, Pennsylvania, arrived in their stunning Checker. Painted in a pretty dark forest 

green, the Beebe Checker is quite striking. Jim Rogers & Nicole Rogers arrived with their family in their classic 

NYC A11. Best described as war torn, the Rogers A11 is always a crowd pleaser.

Bruce and Marjorie’s 1956 Model A8 1.25 Million mile Checker 7A70
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George Lukas made it up from Virginia in a pretty blue 1970 A12, his second Checker, George bought his first 

Checker in 1960! Later in the morning Tony Mattern arrived in his 1967 Checker A12 followed by Ed Fox with 

his unique A12. The Fox Checker is quipped with the extremely rare broadcloth option. Ed’s Checker has a 

total of 43K original miles, its barely broken in!

The Bebee Marathon The Rogers Checker
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Sadly the founder of the Checker Car Club Don McHenry was not able to show due to his advance 

aged. All missed Don and his originally purchased new 1960 Checker Model A12W wagon. At 95 Don is 

in great health, but is no longer able to drive.

The Mattern Checker from Maryland Equipped with a Broadcloth interior the Fox 

Checker was very unique
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We’ll had a tough act to follow, considering the 2016 
Internet Checker Taxicab Archive (formally known as the 
Checker Cab Club) convention was such a success. This 
past weekend we had our 2017 Checker event in 
Rockford, Illinois. Why Rockford? There were several 
points of interest in and around the area that provided 
fun activities to fill the weekend: The Illinois Railway 
Museum in Union, Illinois and the Historic Auto 
Attractions Museum in Roscoe, Illinois. An as expected is 
proved equally fun and like last year, we had eight 
Checkers on display. Also like last years we were able to 
view over other Checker and classic cars on display!

The event started at the base hotel, the Holiday Inn in 
Rockford, late Friday. The first guest to arrive was none 
other than one of the ICTA’s biggest cheerleaders, Daniel 
Smith! Those familiar the Seattle Classic Cab Number 1 
project know Danial Smith, formerly from the Rockford, 
Illinois area, Dan now resides in Arizona.

Rocking Rockford 2017 by Joe Fay

Dan, a long time Checker fan, in the past has had 

extensive Checker experience working with Joe Pollard, 

the famous Checker supplier and salvager. A technical 

expert, Dan is familiar with every nut and bolt on a 

Checker. Dan seems to knows more about Checkers than 

any other member of the ICTA. Not only did Dan, visit the 

show, but he also visited his parents and his parents came 

to the show!3
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The next hardcore Checker fan to arrive was Ben Merkel and Pete 
Talanca. According to an article in Hemming Motor News blog in 
2005 Ben Merkel purchased his first Checker back in the 70’s. “ 
Ben, of Middlefield, Ohio, east of Cleveland in Amish country, 
discovered Checkers from a collector’s standpoint when he 
bought his first Marathon for $600 in 1977 while in Santa Monica, 
California. He had a yen (“a latent disease,” is how he described 
it) for Checkers, and saw his opportunity to enter the hobby with 
that car. “It was one of those deals where I drove away waving, 
and the dealer and I were both thinking, So long, sucker, Ben 
said.” Over the next thirty years Ben would amass one of the 
biggest collections of Checkers in the world. Another one of those 
suckers is Pete Talanca, like this writer Pete purchased his first 
Checker from Ben some twenty plus years ago. Both are repeat 
ICTA convention participants!

Ben drove his beautiful 1982 Checker Winkoff, a stunner, it 
surprisingly was not the only Winkoff at the show.

Judy, Dan and Mike Smith
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Late Thursday we had another arrival, David Powers with a 
Beautiful 1967 Checker Marathon. David is a well known and 
highly respected Checker fans. A Checker owner for many 
years, This writer first met the David at the CCCofA conventions 
of 2004.

David just recently finished the restoration of his 
Checker. The restored Checker was once owned by 
his father-in-law the late Steve Wilson, a former 
CCCofA president and longtime leader at Checker 
Motors Corporation. The Powers family have very 
strong emotional bonds with Checker and the club is 
very fortunate for their participation. Based out of 
Iowa, Dave is a Pastor with the Newkirk Reform 
Church. Sadly Connie Powers could not make the 
trip due to a family illness.



17

The Power’s Checker is very unique. Originally a company car for Steve Wilson, the car sports many non-standard 
Checker accessories. Painted silver, the Checker has a long chrome strip running down the rocker panel. The gavel card 
was never added as Mr. Wilson felt it was a rust trap. Perhaps the most unique feature is the brush aluminum dash 
overlay and chrome grab handles. The Powers Checker is great example of the ability of Checker to produce specialty 
cars.

Friday morning the big event happened, we paid a visit to the Illinois Railway Museum. The Illinois Railway Museum is 
the largest railroad museum in the United States and is located in Union, IL. About 25 miles from our base hotel in 
Rockford.
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Since 1957 the museum’s mission has been to demonstrate the vital role railroads have played in the growth 

of the Chicago area as well as the United States as a whole. There are over 450 pieces of prototype 

equipment in its collection as well as numerous displays.

Special thanks goes out to Museum Facilities Manager David Diamond, he gave us broad access to the 

grounds and made sure everything was perfect. The highlight for many was to ride on some of the museum’s 

equipment, particularly the trolley, Pete Talanca rode at least three time!

We were allowed to pull our Checkers onto the museum grounds and display them at the museum 

entrance. ICTA members were provided with many great photographic opportunities and in one case was able 

to drive all over the grounds with a Checker filled with ICTA members!

Massive GG1 Electric Locomotive on 
display at the IRM

AJ Voiles’s of Belvidere, IL. Aerobus The Bower Winkoff
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Once set up on Friday, the first to arrive was: new to Checker collecting AJ Voiles of Belvidere, IL. AJ pulled in with a 
Checker Aerobus, which is undergoing a complete restoration. AJ Aerobus has a long way to go, but it wound up 
presenting a perfect example of the now rare Checker comradery and community, that was once displayed years ago in 
other Checker clubs, but long has since disappeared outside of the ICTA.

ICTA members climbed all over his Aerobus offering advise and counsel. Remarkably, many committed parts to AJ for 
free to help accelerate the restoration. It was refreshing to see true Checker fans help and create new bonds all based 
on a very historical car. AJ’s Aerobus can be seen in a 1964 Checker Aerobus brochure!

Zents 81 
Checker  Left 

Right 82 Fort 
Cab 
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Later in the morning we met Matt Thomas. Matt is an Engineering Technician 
at Underwriters Laboratories and lives with his wife Leanne and three 
children: Annie, Simon and Elliot in Palatine, Illinois. A very active member on the 
Internet Checker Taxicab Archive Facebook page, Matt contributes significantly to 
the Checker Cab hobby. Matt arrived in his1966 Marathon. As expected Matt 
brought along the foil dash labels he developed to help restore Checkers and word 
has it, he sold a few.

Like all the members Matt participated in a live broadcast of the event on 
Facebook. One our first experiments with live video broadcasting, Matt provided a 
full review on his Checker. A unique vehicle, Matt’s Checker has a high performance 
engine and flame painted them on the body. The interior is very original and is a 
real standout. All of the videos can be seen on the Facebook pages. 

Early afternoon on Friday, Emerson and Rachel Zentz arrived fashionably late. The 
Zentz own an entire fleet of Checkers. Not your ordinary Marathons, Emerson has 
purchased several authentic taxicabs from Ben Merkel. Base out of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, Emerson and his wife Rachel have a large pole barn filled with a number 
of cars, taxis and buses, to say the collection is outstanding would be an 
understatement. Both Emerson and Rachel represent a new younger demographic 
so important is ensuring that our hobby is carried onto another generation. Their 
late arrival was due to their 3000 mile trip picking up a new bus! More on that later.
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Emerson and Rachel displayed there fantastic 1982 Checker Model A11E Super Cab. A very rare Checker indeed, the 
vehicle was in fantastic original condition. The Zentz’s also brought there green and yellow 1981 Checker A11, the two 
tone combination was striking!

Friday evening was expected to be an off night with no activities, but that changed late Friday. Thankfully, Matt 
Thomas found a casual dining eatery in Union, IL. called Checkers. After executing the instructions on closing up the 
Museum provided by David Diamond, the Checkers headed to Checkers. The food was great and so were the 
Checker’s staff who all lined up to have photos taken with the taxicabs.
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The second day activities were held at the Historic Auto Attractions Museum in Roscoe, IL. The Historic Auto 
Attractions Museum was just a short 15 mile hop on I-90 from Rockford to Roscoe. Over 75 historic autos were on 
display in the 36,000 sq. ft. building, including the world’s largest collection of presidential and world leader’s 
limousines, John Dillinger’s getaway car, Elvis Presley’s personal car, Indy cars, TV Land cars and movie cars such as 
the Batmobile. 

Oswald Checker Getaway car Kennedy Secret Service Caddy
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Within the presidential collection, ICTA members viewed the Oswald Checker used as a get-away car after the JFK 
assignation. We had some unexpected guests for day two! Tim and Zandra Bower arrived in a stunning Model A11 
Winkoff Marathon. Like Ben Merkel and Pete Talanca, the Bowers were repeat show participants, they even came in 
the same type of Checker, a Winkoff.

Late in the day we wrapped up the event in Roscoe and headed back to Rockford. Special thanks from this writer goes 
out to the Bower family for serving as a chase vehicle back to the Holiday Inn. According to the Tim and Zandra my 
top speed going downhill in a 1950 Checker Model A4 was an astonishing 52MPH!

Checker’s Staff enjoyed the Checkers Zentz Crown Bus broadcasting live on Facebook
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On Saturday, Emerson Zentz surprise all by leaving his Checker at home, he brought the bus he had just driven from 
California! A very unique item and largely known only in California. Crown buses are much like Checker, old style but 
new in technology. The Zentz bus was designed in 1947, but production spanned 1947 till 1990. Touring the bus, it 
was shocking to see an almost new bus but it looked so old!

To cap off the event a dinner was held at the Hoffman House. Since 1958, the Hoffman House has taken extra effort 
to ensure that all functions are a truly enjoyable and memorable events. The hall is rented for three hours and a 
piano will be made available, sadly no one knew how to play the piano. Matt was joined by his entire family, Joe Fay’s 
wife Marie ,Daniel Smiths parents Mike and Judy and AJ Voiles’ wife Jennifer joined in the fun!
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The ICTA is almost ten years old, originally established as the 
Checker Cab Club, we were happy to execute our second national 
convention. Plan for next year will be announce after Labor 
Day. As a teaser we will tell you this: we already have three shows 
planned for three regions!
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How Many Checker Survivors Exist? by Joe Fay

Over 30 years ago I received my BS in Business 

Administration with a major in Accounting. I am a 

numbers guy. When former Checker plant manager 

John Logan recently donated Checker production 

records, being a numbers guy I was really excited. We 

now have access to data that will allow us to better 

understand how and when Checkers were built.

Over the last few years there have been significant 

dialog on the subject of “how many Checkers are

left?”, which is really impossible to determine but 

it can be estimated using mathematics and known 

decay calculations. One of my UMASS 

professors once commented “Figures don’t lie and 

all liars can figure”, with that phrase in mind, I am 

going to try to estimate Checker survival.

How do you estimate survival? There’s actually a 

formula, called the decay curve it’s used to 

estimate automotive survival rates. In a nutshell 

decay rates decline after a certain period after the 

last year of production. Just shortly after 

production, loss rates of about 10% per year run 

for a period then flatten out leaving a average rate 

of one percent. The formulas is used by wrecking 

yards to manage inventory, eventually the yard 

will clear out stock based on a forecast of no 

demand for a particular out of production auto 

make or model.

To put this into perspective in model year 1960, 
American Motors produced 458,841 automobiles. 
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Over a period of 1960 thru 1970 scarp yards across 

the nation would maintain appropriate levels of 

scrapped AMC’s. By 1970 these same scrap yards 

using decay metrics at about 10% a year would 

remove all 1960 scrapped units. Essentially the 

demand for salvaged 1960 Ramblers parts had dried 

up by 1970, with limited space, yards moved 

out Ramblers, probably replacing them with wrecked 

1969-70 AMC Hornets. Most decay rates for 

autos flatten at 1%, so in 2016 It would be estimated 

that 4588 1960 AMC’s are left on planet earth.

1960 Rambler American

Decay rates for autos may vary depending on the 

make and model. For example, The Corvair Club 

places its survivor metric at 4%, primarily because, 

while being produced, the Corvair garnered interest 

in the auto hobby and racing community. That said, 

members of the Buick Club estimate survivor rates at 

1%, consistent with other collector makes.

Now let’s take a look at Checker. First off, one must 

understand that Checkers were special niche 

automobiles, total production of Checkers from 1959 

till 1982 represents a very small total of 121,484 

automobiles. 23 years of production represents 26% 

of total 1960 American Motors production.

The table on the next page accounts for all Checker 

production 1959-1982. Production figures for 1959-

1965 are sourced from The Standard Catalog of 

Independents published by Krause  

Publications. 1966-1980 and 1982 are from CMC 

production reports and 1981 was sourced Krause 

Publications
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Year A9 A10 A11 A11E A12 A12E A12W A12W6 A12W8 A12E8 Total

1959 2695 3744
1960 2694 1050 5683
1961 4983 860 8173
1962 6943 1230 7050
1963 5970 1080 6130
1964 5170 960 6136
1965 5206 930 5755
1966 3739 303 749 161 521 37 245 0 5755
1967 3798 291 665 270 413 39 367 0 5843
1968 3517 275 699 293 408 18 278 0 5488
1969 3734 305 493 254 286 26 436 0 5534
1970 3302 208 248 149 108 0 154 0 4169
1971 4240 243 304 113 132 0 131 0 5163
1972 4745 240 277 96 150 0 133 0 5641
1973 5181 276 347 56 177 0 260 0 6297
1974 4522 147 130 23 23 0 154 0 4999
1975 2830 189 164 36 0 0 0 0 3219
1976 4219 212 245 54 0 0 0 60 4790
1977 4266 186 227 54 0 0 0 47 4780
1978 3735 219 214 58 0 0 0 0 4226
1979 4187 198 168 68 0 0 0 0 4621
1980 3040 110 146 44 0 0 0 0 3340
1981 2685 97 129 39 0 0 0 0 2950
1982 1897 47 43 13 0 0 0 0 2000

Total 121486

Checker Production 1959 – 1982

Note, Total A9 production 5389 split for 59/60 evenly, 1960-1965 A11 and Aerobus numbers combined, 1981 product mix estimated based on 1980 numbers
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Using the 1% survivor rate as a baseline, I developed 

some new assumptions. I used a one tenth of percent 

rate for taxicabs both A9’s and A10’s. The primary 

reason for this low rate was that within taxi fleets 

Checkers taken out of service were typically recycled 

to keep the running fleet operational, therefore the 

survival rate for commercial taxicab is extremely low, 

within our club there are only a handful of known 

taxicab survivors.

For Checker A12s I used a 3% survival rates, mainly 

taking into account that the Checker was a heavy duty 

car and by its very nature tripling the rate seemed 

appropriate for a low volume specialty make. For later 

model Marathons, I raised the number to 5% 

assuming that buyers and collectors would pay more 

attention to these cars as they became orphaned in 

the mid 1980’s.

For wagons and Aerobus, I set the rate to the industry 

standard of 1% assuming that these Checkers were 

heavily used and abused not as bad as taxis, but 

abused more than a standard Marathon.

Beating the odds, Mike Pincus’s Checker A11 NYC taxicab is rare indeed

How do the number shake out? Not good for 

Checker survival. For example in 1980 Checker total 

production was 3340 units the majority are 

taxis. CMC produced only 146 Marathons. So the 

survival projection for 1980 would be: 3 A11s and 7 

Marathons. This pattern is consistent for all
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years. Given upwards to 90% of Checker were 

taxicab, the survival rates will be low.

Actual survivor produced between 1924 and 1958 

are well documented. We know of the handful of 

cars in collector’s hands and in museums. This writer 

owns at least 3 of the known vintage 

survivors. Based on firsthand knowledge we can set 

vintage numbers at 25.

Additional analysis included the review of the 

Checker World registry map. A very difficult tool to 

use, it was hard to determine if dots on the map 

represented real cars or rumored 

vehicles. Additionally the tracking of for sale 

Checkers appeared to be double counting cars. I 

looked at nine states and New England. The count 

indicated 310 Checkers in: New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, New England, Michigan, Indiana, 

Ohio, Illinois, Texas, Florida and California.

Within those states and regions we are aware of 17

Production 
Years

Forecast

1922-1958 25

1959-1965 61

1966-1982 333

Total 419

additional Checkers in use in Florida, 40 in 

Haverhill, Mass. and 50 in the Pollard collection, 

giving us a rough number of 417 Checkers. Add 

in another 50 Checkers for other regions in the 

US and around the world and we’re at 467.

So mathematically with utilizing estimated decay 

rates as a baseline we came up with 417 

Checkers. Rough review of registries plus known 

large fleets put the number a 467. Throw in a gut 

feel and I would put the Checker survival rate at 

500 units.
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As stated before: figures don’t lie and all liars can 

figure, that said its truly impossible to come up with 

a real number, but these numbers seem 

reasonable and are free of emotion.

In the next issue we’ll introduced the Club Registry 

and determine how accurate this forecast is in 

predicting Checker survival, 

Not listed in any registry, John DiDomizio operates a fleet 

of 17 Checkers in Florida
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Debunking The Myth That Checker First 

Entered the Consumer Car Market in 1960

For as long as we can remember the standard school 

of thought was that Checker sold nothing but taxis 

until entry into the consumer car market in 1960 when 

CMC introduced the Checker Superba. The fact of 

the matter is, Checker had been selling cars outside 

of the taxi market for almost 30 years before the entry 

into the consumer car market in 1959.

This myth has been so widely perpetuated that 

Checkers Model A, A2 through A8 were actually 

left out of the Krause Publication’s Standard 

Catalog of American Automobiles Post War 

1946-1975 as the publication considered 

Checkers from the period as commercial 

vehicles not consumer cars.

Clearly Checker was a manufacturer known for 

making Taxicabs, but CMC was also a specialty 

car maker and would serve anybody who 

wanted buy a car as long as the transaction 

would affect the bottom line of the income 

statement in a positive way. A very compelling 

arguments can be made that the Model M 

introduced in 1931 was the first car to enter the 

consumer car market.

A continuation of the town car theme introduced 

on the Model K in 1928, the Model M was quite 

a striking vehicle. Visually the car possessed 

some interesting styling cues, mainly vertical
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rectangular headlamps and “sugar scoop” fenders 

to protect tires in minor accidents. The Model M 

had rear passenger only running boards continuing 

the town car theme. Style wise, the Model M 

looked at home parked next to Cadillac and Lincoln 

town cars.

The Model M utilized a smaller, 122-inch 

wheelbase, was powered by the Buda J-216 and 

was equipped with the first electric taximeter, jointly 

developed by Checker and Pittsburgh Taximeter 

Company. Both the Model M and Model K were 

available in 1931.

Beyond the standard Taxicab, The model M could 

be ordered as a “Utility Car”. The Utility Car was 

essentially a convertible station wagon. Owners of 

the Utility Car could operate these special 

Checkers as a 9 passenger sedans, 6 passenger 

station wagons or as a 2 passenger panel truck.

Much like the SUVs or mini vans of today the 

various configuration were created by removing the 

seats within the Checker in order to change the 

floor plan of the car. Like any station wagon the 

Utility Car also provided rear access via opening 

hatch.
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The target market was clearly 

beyond taxicab 

operators. According to the 

brochures, this luxury vehicle 

was perfect for traveling 

salesman, florist, funeral 

directors, anybody who needed 

a car that provided maximum 

utility. The Utility Car would be 

produced for several years and 

was also offered as a Model Y 

variation in 1933.

Checker would also serve 

consumers with special needs, 

case in point: utility magnate 

Samuel Insull ordered a bullet-

proof seven-passenger 

limousine with a landau top on 

a 1931 Checker Model M 

chassis.
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British-born Insull had been 

an assistant to Thomas 

Edison, he had relocated to 

Chicago in the twenties and 

built an electric utility empire 

that was eventually valued 

at $3 Billion. After the 

market crash, Insull’s once 

valuable utility network 

became worthless resulting 

in death threats, hence the 

Checker was order to 

protect his family.

The two examples above 

the Model M Utility Car and 

the Insull armored cars are 

two perfect reference points 

for sales made in the 

consumer car market.
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By Joseph C. Ingraham

July 28, 1958 Sunday Edition

Detroit – Next month another new insignia will join 

the long roster of nameplates of Ameircan built 

passengers automobiles and he public will be offered 

the Superba, a car that to a marked degree is the 

antithesis of everything the industry is believes 

the United States motoring public wants.

The Superba is the passenger car version of the 

ubiquitous taxicabs that Checker Motors of 

Kalamazoo, Mich. made a familiar sight across 

the country in the last thirty-seven years.

Adapted from the study taxicab, the Superba

actually has the same body and extra-heavy 

frame as the cab but it also has a completely 

new spring and suspension system that provides 

far more comfortable riding. The Superba’s new 

Continental six cylinder engine also gives more 

powerful performance, better pickup and more 

gas economy than the Checker cab.

Morris Markin President of Checker Motors Inc. 

says the Superba has been designed “to perform 

like a passenger car and take punishment like a 

taxicab.”
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In their quest for a car to that stresses comfort and 

convenience more than high style, the Superba’s

designers have produced an automobile that bears a 

striking resemblance to an old London taxicab . One 

of its most noticeable assets is the ease with which it 

can be entered by a tall man. It is nearly sixty-two 

inches high-five to seven inches higher than sleeker 

competitive makes.

It is also likely to easier and cheaper, to 

repair. The familiar built in fenders of late model 

cars costs $70 or $80 to repair when badly 

damaged. The Superba has a built in two-piece, 

bolt on fenders which can probably be repaired 

for less than $30.

The Superba has the same sloping hood line as 

the Checker cab that makes for good visibility, 

The windshield does not wrap around. Nor, says 

Mr. Markin is there any intention for following the 

standard industry practice of annual model 

changes. The car’s silhouette and trim probably 

will remain unaltered for at least three years as 

improved mechanical and engineering features 

are developed they will be quietly incorporated in 

the basic model. Interior designs of the Superba

stresses comfort. In addition to ample headroom, 

there are wide doors, high seats and flat floor in 

the rear (No driveshaft tunnel) and foam rubber 

cushioned seats.
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runk space while sufficient has been 

sacrificed to allow more seating 

space and legroom inside the car.

A test ride in the Superba

undertaken on the open road of 

Michigan, up modest hills and in 

Detroit’s congested traffic, showed 

that the car offers a good rig ender 

the carried highway conditions that a 

cross county motorist might expect. 

The Supeba’s six-cylinder engine 

has 140 horsepower fort-eight 

horsepower more than the Checker 

cab. This does not provide quick 

acceleration, but the car hugs the 

road solidly. It managed to keep up 

with traffic stream even at Michigan’s 

top highway speed of 65 miles per 

hour. It takes curves without sway.
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Handling qualities are 

generally good but steering, 

even with power steering is 

harder than in other medium-

prices cars. On the open road 

the Superba gives about 

twenty miles to the gallon: in 

city traffic, about fourteen.

The Superba is easier to park 

than most other cars of its 

size. While its 120 inch 

wheelbase is longer than 

Ford, Chevrolet or Plymouth 

the overall length is shorter 

200 inches compared with 

208-212 for the others. Its 

turning radius of thirty-seven 

feet is the shortest of any 

standard-size car now on the 

market.
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According to a sampling of advance orders that 

have been trickling into the Checker plant, 

about 50 per cent of the Superbas will be sold 

with manual transmission. The list price is 

$2,541. With Automatic transmission a dual-

range transmission similar to that offered by 

Ford as a $200 extra-and with power brakes, 

power steering and the usual optional extras 

such as heater and radio, the price will be 

about $500 more.

Mr. Markin is a rugged individualist who began 

his career in the garment business. Unlike the 

giants of the industry where workers are paid 

on an hourly basis, Mr. Markin pays his factory 

hands at more remunerative piece-work rates. 

He believes he can sell about 30,000 Superbas

per year to a family type trade that wants 

comfort and ease of driving far more than the 

high style featured by the rest of the industry.

For the past three years weeks the company has 

been strike bound by an intra-union fight bound by 

an intra-union fight but company officials are 

optimistic that it will be settled shortly. At that time it 

is planned to resume testing a roomy station wagon 

for fall production. At present, only a four-door 

sedan model of the Superba in any one of six solid 

colors is available.
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Checker Taxi Calamities 

Navigation difficulties brought this cab driver's operations to 
a halt here last night (12/21/50) as he attempted to go 
throught an underpass. He had to discharge his passenger 
via a plank to high ground. As a cold wave moved out of the 
west torward Chicago, 2.60 inches of rain fell on the city in a 
steady 36 hour downpour. (ACME TELEPHOTO) Chicago

Taxicabs damaged in Cleveland strike war; A yellow cab 
was forced over a 50-foot embankment another set fire, 
and two drivers beaten in a flareup of hostilities in the 
Cleveland taxicab drivers union strike. This photo shows 
the taxi that was forced down the embankment. The 
driver was not hurt. ACME 6/8/34
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Checkers & 60’s Fashion 



Classifieds Ads: Current For Sale Aug 26th 2017

1968 Checker Station Wagon, 350 chevy engine, 

automatic, runs good, no rust, interior very good, drives 

well. we have listed this car for a business assoc. 

please call Larry with any question at 

207-590-6170 Arundel, Maine

Clearing house first $1100 takes this A12E. Large jump seats in 

back. I have not tried to get the car started. Just paid $300 to get 

a clear title. I can not bring myself to part it which would be way 

over the $1,100 asking price. 1981 A12E Galvanized Body. Body 

has very little rust (some surface). One larger hole in floor behind 

drivers seat from a leak.  Contact Michael Pincus on the 
Facebook ICTA group or  emails at michael@mypincus.com

mailto:michael@mypincus.com


Classifieds Ads: Current For Sale Aug 26th 2017

1975 Checker Marathon. This is the consumer version of 

the original Checker Cab. This one is in pretty rough shape. 

Quite a bit of rust. However it runs and drives awesome. 

OE Chevy 350 V8 engine with automatic transmission. I 

was told because it was meant for high mileage use in the 

cabs, that it's got a 4 bolt main. Don't take my word for it 

tho. I don't know for sure. This car has about 90k miles. Its 

got 2 new tires on the rear. Could probably use 2 new on 

the front if you plan to drive it. Also needs brake work. Most 

likely a broken brake line. (203) 4449361

1973 Checker Marathon car and parts.......... The car is in 

very rough condition, no engine or tranny, but maybe 

useful for brackets and hardware. In addition to the car I 

have an extra pair of front fenders and 2 pair of different 

style full rear quarter panels in pretty decent shape. I also 

have an additional hood skin and grill that are rough. I do 

have a title. I'm asking $500 or best offer, and all offers 

will be seriously considered. Thanks!! reply by email:

gxqvk-6272197450@sale.craigslist.org
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officially available and less $ than originally anticipated! Set 

of 6 $20, second sets $12, individual $4. All free shipping.

PM me I take Matt Thomas in the Facebook Checker Cab 

Club 

PayPal paypal.me/MThomas773 personal check, coins, and 

gold.

Classifieds Ads: Parts from our Facebook friends

Bill Beurkens has decals for sale. I had these made for 

vehicles made by the Checker Motors Corporation, a 

now defunct company. These are the same exact size 

and shape as the original chromed pot metal badges.

$5 for CHECKER and $8 for the CHECKER Marathon. 

Shipped FREE. These come on application tape to help 

you install them in alignment.

Available in silver, black, chrome-look (I have these on 

my car)

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://paypal.me/MThomas773&h=6AQHDcl6aAQEbx6Xy1L9NZ1-PySqxGQx3GSLA_0xqIPeNyg&enc=AZNRXXpqj79pA2N6LblXUpxjE44LGkxX6pTMACoUuWZ8Bi72gqCQA4v0xSHKrODR5qHLbJbqBVnMwM1_OgrBvme8O02QW9DyJpSJoj8Zigfq9xnoVahs8glkKwSQvPQ7cxN2Zv1xHYdnkz1Lg8tYkdgi8or8rKGVnU0hG95gkb46TIOk_LUWX4ZdTouc5xklYVw&s=1


Checker aficionados Ben Merkel and Joe Fay give us the low-down on the historic 

models and many of its limousine and private car variants, in the USA and in other 

parts of the world. Checker - the All-American Taxi features: The background history of 

the company on-street pictures of Checker cabs in service across the USA and overseas. 

Pictures of rare limousine, Aerobus, private and medical versions. The Galva projects -

new generation Checker models that were never put into production Fully informative 

captions. Short Description. Nothing portrays the American taxicab like the classic 

Checker. Even though it has been out of service for many years, it is still in demand by 

film and TV programme makers. This richly-illustrated book focusses on the history of 

the most famous models, the A-8 to the A-11 and many of its limousine and private car 

variants. Illustrated with archive shots, posed photographs and on-street images.

Available at http://www.earlswoodpress.co.uk/



Advertisement

9331 Johnell Road

Chatsworth, CA 91311

818-999-1485

sales@checkerparts.com

The largest supplier of NOS, 

Reproduction and Used Checker Parts

Specializing in Checker Taxi, Marathon, 

Superba and Aerobus

End Photo

Checker Cab Manufacturing 
Promotional Photo of the new Checker 
Model A8.  Photo Kalamazoo Plant.  

mailto:sales@checkerparts.com

