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About  
this book

For hundreds of years, the kings and queens 

of the Spanish royal court attracted and 

encouraged some of the best artists in Europe. 

Their paintings are now part of the collection  

of the Museo Nacional del Prado in Madrid.

Pepe has chosen ten of his favourite paintings 

from the Prado to share with you. Along the way, 

he’ll let you in on some fun facts about Spanish 

history and life in Spain today.

Hi, my  
name is  

Pepe. 
Let’s get  
started!
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The infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia  
and Magdalena Ruiz

(La infanta Isabel Clara Eugenia y Magdalena Ruiz)

c.1585–88

A-lon-soh
San-cheth
Ko-eh-lo

Here’s how to say the 
artist’s name:
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This is a portrait of a Spanish 
infanta, or princess.

About the 
painting

This is a portrait of Isabella 
Clara Eugenia. Isabella is 
holding a piece of jewellery 
called a cameo. Look carefully 
— the cameo is a tiny carved 
portrait of her father, 
King Philip II. 
Alonso has 
included the 
King’s portrait 
to remind 
everyone that 
Isabella is a 
royal princess.

The woman next to 
Isabella is Magdalena Ruiz. 
Magdalena was born with 
dwarfism, a medical condition 
that made her much shorter 
than most people. Magdalena 
would have helped Isabella 
and kept her company around 
the royal court. 

About the  
artist

Alonso Sánchez Coello was 
a Spanish portrait artist in 
the sixteenth century. Before 
photography was invented, 
painted portraits were a way 
for kings and queens to show 
how important they were.

Alonso’s portraits often 
contained clues about the 
subject’s royal connections. 
His style was admired by 
King Philip II and was copied 
by Spanish royal painters for 
more than 100 years.

Do I look  
like my dad?

Alonso Sánchez Coello and workshop
The infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia and 
Magdalena Ruiz (La infanta Isabel Clara 
Eugenia y Magdalena Ruiz) (detail) 
c.1585–88



1312

Pepe’s  
true  

or  
false

Mind your
MAnners

In the early 
seventeenth century,  
the King tried to ban the ruff.  
He felt that people wasted 
too much time ironing, 
starching and shaping this 
expensive fashion accessory.  
To save money,  
he also banned  
clothes embroidered  
with gold or silver  
thread.

If you were a member of the 
Spanish royal family in the 

sixteenth century, you would have 
had to learn a lot of strict rules 

about etiquette (polite manners). 
Here are some rules that Isabella 

might have had to follow:

• rule one •

No pulling faces in public 
No matter what happens, look 

serious, wise and thoughtful. Think 
of yourself as a ‘living statue’.

• rule Two •

Walk gracefully 
If you’re wearing a bell-shaped 
skirt like Isabella’s, take small 

steps. The idea is to look as though 
you are gliding across the room. 

• rule Three •

Kiss and curtsy 
When you meet someone, kiss 
their right hand, but make sure 
your lips don’t actually touch 

their skin. Don’t forget to curtsy 
at the same time. If they are much 
more important than you are, kiss 
your own hand instead of theirs.

Fans were also a popular part  
of sixteenth-century fashion.  
Holding a fan a certain way could tell  
others what you were thinking.

Touch your right  
cheek with the closed  
fan to say ‘yes’.

Touch your left  
cheek with the closed  
fan to say ‘no’.

hide your eyes behind  
your open fan to say  
‘i love you’.

Find a fan at 
home and try 
these out with 
your friends.

isabella’s lace 
collar, called a 
‘ruff’, could cut 
your skin.

True. Fashionable  
lace ruffs were made 
stiff with starch so  
they would stick right 
out. They could be  
quite sharp.

This is the only portrait of isabella.
False. Isabella’s portrait was painted many times during her life — there are portraits of her as a child, a teenager, a married woman and an old lady. She is about 20 years old in this painting.



1514

Still life with cardoon, francolin,  
grapes and irises

(Bodegón con cardo, francolin, uvas y lirios)

1628Feh-lee-peh
Ra-mee-reth

Here’s how to say the 
artist’s name:



Felipe Ramírez
Still life with cardoon, francolin, grapes 
and irises (Bodegón con cardo, francolin, 
uvas y lirios) (detail) 1628
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The answer is B. Scientists are trying to make a 

biofuel to replace petrol.  

This type of painting is called a still life.  
It means an arrangement  
of objects such as  
fruit or flowers. 

About the 
painting

Talented artists like Felipe 
could paint so well that 
people had to look twice  
to see if the fruit and flowers 
were real or not. This idea  
of painting realistically  
dates back to a story from 
Ancient Greece.

An artist named Zeuxis 
painted a picture of grapes 
that looked so real, birds 
flew down and tried to peck 
at them. Hundreds of years 
later, Spanish artists who 
knew the story included 
grapes in their paintings to 
show that they could paint as 
well as Zeuxis. 

About the 
artist

Felipe Ramírez is a mystery 
man. Nobody knows who 
he really was. We don’t even 
know when he was born.  
We know his name and 
roughly when and where  
he lived. We also know that  
he painted this picture, 
because Felipe signed and 
dated his painting.

Hundreds of years ago, before electricity  
and fridges, food was stored in a cool 
dark cupboard. It might have looked a bit 
like this still life. The cool stone shelf and the 
darkness helped food stay fresh for longer. 
where are the vegetables kept in 
your house?  

That must be 
why it’s called a 

car-doon!

edgy Vegie

The large white vegetable 

in Felipe’s painting is called 

a cardoon. It’s a type of 

thistle and tastes a bit like 

celery. It’s used in traditional 

Spanish cooking, but today 

scientists are experimenting 

with other uses for the 

cardoon. What do you think 

they are trying to make?

A  a cardoon perfume

B  a new fuel   

C  cardoon ice-cream

Look closely — are 
there any grapes 

missing in Felipe’s 
painting?
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To find out,  
take a pencil and 

tracing paper and draw 
over one of the tabletops. 

Then place it on top of 
the other tabletop to 

check.

optical 
illusions

To find  
out, measure 

them both with  
a ruler. 

Believe it  
or not
Some artists use optical 
illusions in their works. These 
fool our brains into thinking that 
what we see is real. Felipe has painted 
the cardoon sitting just over the edge  
of the shelf. 

This little trick makes the cardoon  
look three-dimensional. We might even 
think we can reach out and touch it.  
We forget that it’s just a painting. 

Are these tabletops  
the same size?

In Spain on  
new year’s eve,  
just before midnight, 

people are handed  
12 grapes. As the clock 

strikes midnight, everyone tries  
to swallow their grapes in time 
with the clock chimes. A person 
who manages to eat a grape with 
each chime will have good luck 
for the year ahead.

Which of these  
lines is shorter?

See if these 
optical illusions 

trick you.




