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Last fall, as a way to stay 
connected to our donors and 
stakeholders, we created 
Together. The magazine 
highlighted our tv and radio 
programs, with interviews 
and insights you couldn’t find 
anywhere else. 

It had a very limited run—only 
about 200 issues. But the response 
was so overwhelmingly positive 
that we decided we’d do it again, 
and this time we’d let everyone 
see the great things going on at 
BYUtv and BYUradio.

So what you see before you is  
our second issue, but most likely 
your first.

As you scroll through these pages, 
we hope you get to know some of 
our shows a little better, or  maybe 
discover entirely new ones. And we 
hope you feel a connection to the 
people who make our remarkable 
shows—both in front and behind 
the camera. 

In this issue, we profile our new 
sitcoms, The Parker Andersons and 
Amelia Parker. We also interview 
all ten of the young athletes from 

All-Round Champion. We go 
behind-the-scenes of Survivalists, 
and we interview Family Rules! 
host Brooke Walker about her new 
BYUradio podcast.

We also have an essay written 
by Elaine Bradley, host of Grace 
Notes. In her own words, she 
reveals how she saw her faith and 
her music career as two vital yet 
mutually exclusive paths, and 
how Grace Notes brought them 
together. 

This issue of Together is also 
interactive. Click on the various 
icons within each story to follow 
the show on social media, and to 
watch or listen to episodes.

There’s so much to explore and 
enjoy within Together. We hope it’s 
worth a second look.

Michael A. Dunn
Managing Director, BYU Broadcasting

” We’re incredibly proud to introduce 
our second issue of Together, BYU 
Broadcasting’s new magazine.“

together is better
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When Arnold Pinnock accepted 
the role of husband and dad Tony 
in BYUtv’s new sitcoms The Parker 
Andersons and Amelia Parker, he had 
no idea he’d signed up for a twofer. 

“Come again? What?” he said 
upon hearing the news. His next 
thought was, “Oh this is going to 
be a workload. It took me a minute. 
I’ve never done this before. But the 
brilliance of it! You’ve got to give the 
creator a lot of props.”

“I knew it was two shows, but Arnold 
didn’t,” says Kate Hewlett, who 
plays Cleo, the wife and mom in the 
two shows. “I think it’s a brilliant idea 
to have the different perspectives. 
It’s almost like a novel. You get so 
much more color. One show fills in 
the gaps for the other. I’ve never 
seen that before.”

The Parker Andersons and Amelia 
Parker are two separate sitcoms 
about the same mixed-race 
blended family. Each series has its 
own storylines and episodes but 
both are linked together by larger 
overarching plotlines. The Parker 
Andersons follows the comedic 
antics of a family which comes 
together after Tony Parker (Pinnock), 
a sports agent from the UK, 
marries Cleo Anderson (Hewlett), a 
Midwestern dentist. 

Tony and Cleo have two kids 
apiece: laid-back Nathan (Agape 
Mngomezulu) and selective mute 
Amelia (Millie Davis) are Tony’s 
teenagers; type-A Victoria (Devin 
Cecchettlo) and rambunctious 
Charlie (Charlie Zeltzer) are Cleo’s 
offspring. Added to the mix are Nick 
Parker (Akiel Julien), Tony’s nephew 

“I think it’s a brilliant 
idea to have the different 
perspectives. It’s almost 
like a novel. You get so 
much more color. One 
show fills in the gaps for 
the other. I’ve never seen 
that before”

LEFT: Tony (Arnold Pinnock) and Cleo (Kate 
Hewlett) are the parents of a recently blended 
family on The Parker Andersons.

Mondays 7 ET | 4 PT
Stream on the BYUtv app

the perfect blend
Get ready to meet The Parker Andersons
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who’s light and joyful, but there’s 
also an undercurrent of more 
important things going on. People 
need to see what daily life is like for 
a mixed-race, blended family with 
a stepmom walking into a family 
who’s lost their mother.”

Grief, loss, race, blended-family 
dynamics, selective mutism, cultural 
differences—seems like a lot to 
tackle for one family, albeit spread 
over two different shows.

“There’s so much people will relate 
to,” continues Hewlett (who also 
appears on BYUtv’s Holly Hobbie 

and has written for Malory Towers). 
“I thought I was very evolved and 
diverse before this show, but I 
learned there are many things I did 
not understand.”

For example, one of the early 
episodes deals with Cleo’s 
stepdaughter Amelia needing 
makeup for a dance performance. 
Cleo takes her to the nearest 
mall, only to discover there are no 
foundation colors to match Amelia’s 
darker skin. The two end up going 
to a different mall that better caters 
to Black consumers (often called a 
“Black mall”). Amelia finds the right 
makeup. Cleo is introduced to a 
challenge she’s never encountered. 
It’s a funny and touching episode.

“These aren’t big, heavy storylines 
but they involve things a lot of 
people might not know, and 
that’s what I really love about it,” 
says Hewlett. “It feels very genuine 
because it’s written by writers who 
have really experienced these things.”

Pinnock, who has a long list of TV 
and movie credits to his name, says 
he loved the opportunity to play a 
character trying to restart his life 
after the death of his wife.
 
“I prayed a lot before accepting this 
role,” says Pinnock. “I thought there 
was a healing aspect to it, how Tony 
handles obstacles and how Tony 
and Cleo show leadership together. 
There was something very inspiring 
about the show and I wanted to be 
a part of it.”

He was instantly drawn to the 
character of Tony. “I like his 
playfulness and sense of humor,” 

and star soccer player and Roger 
(Sandy Jobin-Bevans), Cleo’s ex-
husband, who’s still a big part of 
their kids’ lives.

Amelia Parker, meanwhile, centers 
on Davis’s character as she 
navigates the world around her and 
tries to heal emotionally from the 
death of her mother. (Read more 
about Amelia Parker on page 6.

Hewlett considers the Parker 
Andersons to be drama with a 
healthy dose of humor. “It’s not 
over-the-top comedy,” she says. “I 
get to be silly and play a character 

says Pinnock, whose huge ever-
present smile seems to mirror those 
traits in real life. “I also really like his 
vulnerability and love for his wife 
and children. That man loves his 
children and it really comes across.”

Shooting a show during a global 
pandemic led to some creative 
thinking and hard work. In pre-
COVID times, the cast, producers, 
writers, and director go through a 
table read, where the actors read 
through that week’s script aloud for 
the first time. Because of COVID, 
table reads were done virtually.

“Normally, I’d invite everyone to 
meet for dinner,” says Hewlett. But 
because that wasn’t feasible, she 
and Pinnock ended up having long 
phone conversations before they 
met about how to play a biracial 
couple. By the time they finally met 
in person, she felt like she already 
knew him. 

Without those getting-to-know-
you experiences actors may have 
before they shoot, Pinnock says he 
felt pressure to become a family 
sooner rather than later, but at the 
same time, he acknowledges that 
couldn’t be forced.

“I wouldn’t say it happened 
overnight,” he says, “but it definitely 
happened organically and that’s 
when you get some unbelievably 
beautiful moments that only come 
after trust develops. It was such a 
blessing when that loving family 
atmosphere developed. 

“We did not leave the show the way 
we came in, and that’s when you 
know you have something special. 
And you know the feelings are real, 
because we miss each other now.”

“If there’s one thing I could tell 
people, it would be to watch both 
shows,” says Hewlett. “It really is fun 
to see how they fill in the spaces. It’s 
very unique.”

Pinnock adds, “I hope our viewers 
are entertained, moved, and 
touched. I want them to laugh 
with us and cry with us. I hope 
the show sparks conversations 
between children, youth, and 
adults. If we can do all that, we’ve 
accomplished what we started 
out to do.”

“If there’s one thing 
I could tell people, it 
would be to watch 
both shows.  It really 
is fun to see how they 
fill in the spaces. It’s 
very unique”

  LEFT: Mom Cleo (Kate Hewlett) and son Charlie 
(Charlie Zeltzer) share a moment.

ABOVE: Left to Right: Amelia (Millie Davis), Victoria 
(Devin Cecchetto), Nate (Agape Mngomezulu), and 
Charlie (Charlie Zeltzer) are the Parker Anderson kids. 

RIGHT:  Devin Cecchetto and Agape Mngomezulu play 
stepsiblings Victoria and Nate. 76



“I hope our audience 
sees that there’s more to 
people than meets the 
eye and that everyone 
has a story, so try not to 
judge others”

A sitcom built around a selectively 
mute main character is a bold 
proposition, let alone a sitcom that 
is directly connected to another 
show about the other members of 
main character’s family. But Amelia 
Parker succeeds on both fronts.

Amelia, played by Millie Davis, 
doesn’t speak around others, but 
she opens up to the audience 
through a video diary she keeps 
when she’s in the privacy of her 
bedroom. Viewers get an inside look 
into the Parker Anderson household 
from Amelia’s honest and humorous 
perspective. 

Creating possibly the first duo of its 
kind in TV history, Amelia Parker will 
debut in tandem with The Parker 
Andersons—a family sitcom that tells 
the story of Tony Parker, his new wife 
Cleo, and their four children. (Amelia 
is Tony’s youngest.)

Being part of two different shows 
about the same family can be a 
challenge, particularly when those 
shows have similar (and sometimes 
near-identical) scenes shot concur-
rently, as Davis quickly found out.

“Most of the time, we didn’t even 
know which show we were being 
filmed for,” she says with a smile. 
“And sometimes we’d film the same 
scene twice but with different 
camera angles highlighting 
different things, so that was quite 
confusing too.”

Davis, best known for her roles on the 
children’s series Odd Squad and the 
feature film Wonder, was drawn to 
the character of Amelia for a variety 
of reasons. “I love Amelia,” she says. 
“She’s really multilayered and has 
a lot of depth and is so much more 
than she appears to be at first sight. I 
also think she’s very funny.”

Playing the role of a selective 
mute required a lot of research. 
Showrunner Anthony Farrell sent 
Davis documentaries about selective 
mutism. “I watched a few of those, 
which was really interesting and 
super cool to learn why people 
choose to be mute,” she said.
 
What can’t be researched in 
advance is getting along with your 
coworkers. Throwing a disparate 
group of people onto the same set 
and telling them to act like family 
can be challenging. But according to 
Davis, everyone clicked immediately.

“We all felt the chemistry from the 
very beginning,” she says. “Being in 
a family environment on set really 
helped and so did eating lunch 
together. That was super fun. We 
made a family group chat and we’d 
send photos and messages even on 
days we were together filming.”

“I hope our audience sees that there’s 
more to people than meets the eye 
and that everyone has a story, so try 
not to judge others,” Davis says. “The 
show has an amazing vibe that we 
felt on and off the set. And I’m sure 
viewers will feel it too.”

Amelia Parker brings light and laughter to teenage drama

LEFT: Millie Davis stars as Amelia, a teenage selective 
mute with big dreams and an ever bigger heart.

Mondays 7:25 ET | 4:25 PT 
Stream on the BYUtv app

her show. her voice.  
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Derrick Campana brings mobility to animals on The Wizard of Paws Who would have thought a show 
about animals would restore your 
faith in humanity?

The Wizard of Paws follows Derrick 
Campana, a prosthetics expert 
who specializes in providing 
artificial legs and braces for 
animals. And not just dogs and 
cats: Campana brings mobility to 
horses, goats, and even a duck.

The series returns to BYU for its 
second season on April 28. (You 
can catch up on all Season 1 
episodes for free on the BYUtv app 
or on BYUtv.org.)

Campana clearly has a gift for 
helping animal friends regain 
their mobility. But he didn’t 
always have helping animals on 
his career radar.

As a college student, he studied 
kinesiology and biomechanics. He 
then went on to medical school 
to learn how to make human 
prosthetics.

After working in that field for a 
while, Campana was approached 
by a woman to make a prosthetic 
leg for her black lab. What 
seemed like a one-time job 
turned into his life long passion.

“I fit that dog and got such joy and 
fulfilment out of it,” says Derrick. 
The leg was a success, and soon 
other owners were bringing their 
pets into his office.

After 17 years and over 30,000 
different pets’ lives changed, you 
can easily see how Campana more 
than earned the title of The Wizard 
of Paws.

As his client base of critters grew 
and grew, Derrick decided to 
start his own business dedicated 
to helping animals in need. It has 
proved to be a unique challenge 
for the prosthetist: since animals 
can’t express their opinions like 
humans can, a lot of trial and error 
goes into getting that perfect fit. 

Currently, Derrick makes up to 
100 prosthetic legs a week. The 
happiness it brings to both pet 
and owner is where he finds 
passion for his craft.

“Pain is at my doorstep every day, 
and luckily I get to see the other 
side of that,” Derrick says. “That 
feeling I get when I see an animal 
run for the first time, that smile 
on their face, it fills me with so 
much joy.”

“Pain is at my doorstep 
every day, and luckily  
I get to see the other  
side of that”

LEFT: Derrick Campana and Season 1 guests Super 
Samson and owner Kayla DeSilva at a recent virtual 
event for the Television Critics Association.

ABOVE: Trigger enjoys his two different prosthetic legs, 
thanks to Derrick’s magic touch.

Wednesdays 9 ET | 6 PT
Stream all seasons on the BYUtv app

he’s got legs, he knows how to use them
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it all started with a kiss 
The creators of Dwight in Shining Armor look back on the hit series For Brian and LeeAnne Adams, the 

conclusion of Dwight in Shining 
Armor is filled with mixed emotions.

“We’re so grateful that we got to tell 
a complete story,” says Brian who, 
with his wife LeeAnne, created and 
produced the hit series for BYUtv. 
“But on the other hand, it’s the end 
of an era. It’s almost like a kid going 
off to college, out there into the 
universe.”

Adds LeeAnne: “We have this deep 
feeling of gratitude that we even 
got the chance to tell this story.”

Here’s the story for the uninitiated: 

Over-achieving do-gooder Dwight 
(Sloane Morgan Siegel) unwittingly 
unleashes a world of medieval 
mayhem when he falls down a hole 
and accidentally locks lips with 
sleeping princess Gretta (Caitlin 
Carmichael), awkening her from a 
thousand-year-old enchantment. 

As the one to break the “Champion 
Spell,” Dwight must protect the 
headstrong Gretta from hordes of 
menacing monsters, ogres, trolls, 
bandits, and even Death himself. 
What makes Dwight—and Dwight—
unique is his skill set: not one for 
violence, Dwight uses empathy and 
diplomacy to save the day.

The fifth and final season places 
Dwight, Gretta, the wizard Baldric 

(Joel McCrary), entrepreneur 
and not-so-wicked witch Hexela 
(Danielle Bisutti), and clueless 
warrior Chlodwig (Evan Hofer) in 
a (literal) race against time versus 
the Memory Thief, a devious villain 
who holds the key to Gretta’s 
mysterious past. 

The concluding episode airs 
Sunday, May 23. (All episodes are 
available to watch for free on the 
BYUtv app and on BYUtv.org.)

In addition to being a hit for 
BYUtv, the series has become an 
international sensation: currently, 
Dwight in Shining Armor can be seen 
in over 30 countries and territories 
and in 15 different languages. 

It’s been a wild ride for Brian and 
LeeAnne, who, ten years prior, 
had the spark of what eventually 
became Dwight. Now, as the series 
rides into the sunset (but lives 
forever on the BYUtv app), the 
Adamses take a look back at some 
of their favorite moments.

“Every episode we did was so much 
fun it its own way,” says LeeAnne. 
“Some were very challenging, 
and others seemed to all fall into 
place quite naturally. But there are 
a few moments that we’ll always 
remember.”

For LeeAnne, shooting the second-
season episode “Alban Elfed 

“We have this deep 
feeling of gratitude that 
we even got the chance 
to tell this story”

LEFT: Husband-and-wife creative team Brian and LeeAnne 
Adams are the driving force behind BYUtv’s Dwight in 
Shining Armor, which is currently on its fifth and final season.

Sundays 8:30 ET | 5:30 PT
Stream on the BYUtv app
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Day” had a particularly hilarious 
moment: there’s a scene where 
Dwight gets his teeth knocked out 
while wearing a horse head. “The 
crew’s dying laughing, and Joel 
McCrary laughed so hard he fell 
to the ground. It was so funny, we 
kept making Sloane do it again and 
again.”

Brian’s favorite memory is from the 
very first episode: the famous fall 

and kiss that put the entire series in 
motion. “We had a stuntman way 
up there in the sky, and we released 
him and watched him fall, and it 
became so real. It really was a 
dream come true.”

In Season 4, Brian and LeeAnne 
revisited the events of the first 
episode in “Another Slice of Pilot,” in 
which we see how things transpired 
for Chlodwig (who was supposed 

to be Gretta’s betrothed) and for 
troubador Jocopo (Josh Breslow) 
once they also awakened from the 
Champion Spell. 

“We replayed Dwight’s fall with 
Chlodwig and Jacopo,” says 
Brian. “We bookended that iconic 
moment that we created in our 
mind ten years ago. It was so 
fulfilling and incredible.”

Barring interviews like this one, the 
Adamses don’t have much time to 
wax nostalgic. While fans of Dwight 
might lament the end of the series, 
they won’t have to wait long for the 
Adamses’ trademark magic to return 
to BYUtv. They’re already at work on 
a new series that is slated to debut 
Fall 2021.

The Adamses’ new series follows 
a bright 12-year-old named Ruby 
O’Reilly and her father when they 
inherit an orchard in the fictional 
town of Emerald. Amidst the apple 
trees lies a mysterious old wishing 
well. Ruby soon discovers that she is 
the new keeper of the well and must 
grant the long-lost wishes of the 
townsfolk, left unfulfilled for the past 
50 years.

“It’s got a ton of heart, it’s really fun 
and really sweet, and there’s a lot of 
mystery in it as well,” LeeAnne says.

The pair are ecstatic to continue 
their creative partnership with the 
network. “It’s been an incredible 
collaboration,” Brian says. “We were 
already naturally aligned with the 
mission of the network, which is to 
create co-viewing entertainment 
that will bring families together.”

ABOVE: Clockwise from Left: Danielle Bisutti, Joel 
McCrary, Sloane Morgan Siegel, Evan Hofer, and 
Caitlin Carmichael star in Dwight in Shining Armor.

The Podcast

Brooke Walker hosts a new podcast inspired by the hit BYUtv series Family 
Rules! From technology to genealogy to life hacks to life lessons, Brooke 
looks at families from all different angles. Join her and special guests, every 
week, for Family Rules! The Podcast, wherever you get your podcasts.

Inspiring ideas, inspiring families
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blood, sweat & cheers
All-Round Champion, now in its third 
season, puts ten top young athletes 
in a once-in-a-lifetime competition, 
where they must not only compete 
in each other’s sport, but train their 
rivals in their own. 

Giving contestants only three days 
to learn an entirely new sport, All-
Round Champion would put even 
the most seasoned athletes through 
the wringer, let alone ones that aren’t 
even old enough to drive. How did 
these remarkable teens rise to the 
challenge?

Between their busy schedules, we 
sat down with all ten athletes to talk 
about their incredible experience on 
Season 3.  

How did you prepare to be 
on All-Round Champion?

Chandra Danda, Inline Racing:
I’ve competed many times, so 
competition itself wasn’t a big 
thing, but being with 10 athletes for 
10 weeks was a new thing for me. I 
needed to mentally prepare for that.

Sienna Mar, Bouldering:
I went in with the mindset that I was 
going to have fun and this was a 
great opportunity.

Emanuel Cappello, Soccer: 
I told myself I would be away from 
my parents for two and a half 
months. And I knew I’d be in a very, 

very intense competition with some 
of the best athletes.

Sierra Eshouzadeh, Boxing:  
Once I found out I was going to 
be in the competition, I started 
branching out and trying different 
things than I normally do with my 
boxing training.

Carter Noseworthy, Gymnastics: 
I’m a superfan of the show, so my 
friends and I made our own All-
Round Champion on our street. 
We had my sport, inline skating, 
scootering, hockey, and an 
800-meter race.

What are some things
you learned from being
on the show?

Gabi Davis, Tennis:  
I learned how everything works on 
camera and what words like “hot 
set” mean. That’s when they’re 
filming and you have to be quiet. 

Chandra Danda, Inline Racing:  
The show threw a lot of unexpected 
turns at me. You have to be ready 
for anything that can happen.

Jai Benjamin, Trampoline:  
During the show, even though we 
were all in the same bubble and 
talking every day, I still had to learn 
to be independent. I can definitely 
take that with me through life, and it 
will be useful.

Ten young athletes reveal what it takes to be an All-Round Champion

“You have to be 
ready for anything”

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Emanuel Cappello, Jai Benjamin, Sierra Eshouzadeh, Sienna Mar, 
Lacee Pace, Gabi Davis, Phoebe Campbell, Carter Noseworthy, Chandra Danda, and 
Aaron Wang are the Season 3 stars of All-Round Champion.

Wednesdays 8 ET | 5 PT
Stream on the BYUtv app
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How did All-Round Champion 
help you be a better athlete?

Lacee Pace, Pole Vaulting:  
I realized that if you want to be the 
best, you’ve got to put time into 
your sport and work hard. Since 
being on the show I’ve gotten my 
new personal record: 8 feet 9 inches.

Carter Noseworthy, Gymnastics:  
I learned that if I have a bad 
day and mess up at something, I 
shouldn’t beat myself up about it. I 
just need to keep a positive attitude 
and think it will be better on the 
next attempt.

Sienna Mar, Bouldering:  
I did a lot of things I didn’t know I 
was capable of and did things out 
of my comfort zone. I learned a lot 
about myself. The other athletes 
inspired me to want to do better in 
my sport. 

Gabi Davis, Tennis:  
Mentally, all the challenges we had 
to overcome made me stronger. 
I used different muscles than the 
ones I use in tennis.

Aaron Wang, Track Cycling:  
Cry all you want, but never give up. 
If you give up, it’s really hard to come 
back. This competition definitely 
threw me into rough terrain. 

Phoebe Campbell, Dance:  
If you want something, you have to 
put in the work. You have to trust 
the process. There are no short cuts 
in sports, no easy way out.

What sport other than your 
own did you enjoy most?

Aaron Wang, Track Cycling: 
I enjoyed all the sports, but dance 
really stood out. In track cycling you 
put your head down and sprint to 
the finish, but in dance we had a lot 
of freedom. 

Phoebe Campbell, Dance: 
Pole vaulting. It feels like you’re 
suspended in the air, like you’re 
flying. It was really fun.

Jai Benjamin, Trampoline:  
All the sports were definitely 
amazing. But if I had to pick one, it 
would be boxing. It was so fun.

Chandra Danda, Inline Racing:  
Track cycling. There’s a lot of speed, 
and I’m pretty much built for speed.

Emanuel Cappello, Soccer: 
Boxing. I already had an interest 
in it, but I didn’t know it was going 
to be on the show. You need 
endurance and agility for boxing. I 
enjoyed fighting Sierra in the ring!

Describe host (and former 
Olympian) Perdita Felicien 
in one word.

Sienna Mar, Bouldering:  
Inspiring. 

Aaron Wang, Track Cycling: 
Energetic!

Gabi Davis, Tennis: 
Funny. Definitely funny.

Phoebe Campbell, Dance:
Unexpected. The show is full of 
surprises.

TOP LEFT: All-Round Champion host Perdita Felicien.
MIDDLE: Soccer champ Emanuel Cappello takes a crack at inline racing.
BOTTOM LEFT: Competitors Sienna Mar, Lacee Pace and Jai Benjamin.
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they go the distance
The crew of Operation Awesome is ready to hit the ground running

Brent Camalich and Simone Bridges 
are an unlikely pair. But as the hosts 
and mentors for BYUtv’s new series 
Operation Awesome, they make the 
hard work of changing the world 
look like fun.

Camalich is the founder of the 
lifestyle brand Dude. Be Nice, which 
promotes kindness in the classroom 
and everywhere else. Bridges 
is a 15-year-old businessowner, 
baker, author, and philanthropist 
(you can see her work at www.
SimoneBridgesInspires.org). They 
work with five incredible young 
philanthropists as they crisscross 
across America in search of 
communities that can use their help 
to complete some pretty intense 
service projects.

“Simone and I are sidekicks,” says 
Camalich. “I leaned on her and she 
leaned on me. She connected with 
the kids on a kid level, and I offered 
guidance. When I was tired, she 
brought energy, and vice versa. 
She’s constantly positive.”

Turns out her optimism was a 
much-needed commodity when 
the going got tough, like in one 
episode when an operation 
involved hammer and nails. 

“We had to build a lot of stuff like 
park benches and a dog park,” 
Camalich reflected. “But most of the 

kids had no carpentry skills, even 
though they’re shockingly talented 
in so many other areas. I’d think, How 
do you not know how to use a drill?”

Bridges has high praise for 
Camalich as well, claiming he really 
is as nice as people say. “You will 
not go one day without laughing 
when you’re with Brent,” she says. 
“We do a lot of hard work on the 
show, and sometimes it’s stressful. 
But Brent is my partner, friend and, 
kind of a big brother. We have each 
other’s backs.”

The kids on Operation Awesome 
were selected to go on this unique 
journey with Brent and Simone 
because of their hearts, skills, 
talents, and the amazing charitable 
work they’ve accomplished at such 
young ages. 

Anna Du is a 13-year-old who 
invented an underwater machine 
that identifies plastic on the  
ocean floor.  

12-year-old Anna Miller has a 
passion for learning and is coding 
an app to track accessibility in 
public spaces. 

13-year-old Ruby Kate Chitsey loves 
spending time with senior citizens 
at five local nursing homes and has 
raised over $100,000 to help with 
their needs. 

14-year-old Liam Hannon spends his 
weekends making and delivering 70 
to 100 hand-packed lunches to the 
homeless. 

15-year-old And Michael Platt is 
a maker, creator, and baker who 
donates to a person in need with 
every dessert he sells. 

“Our team feels representative of the 
U.S. in that we have a melting pot of 
kids from all over who look different 
from each other, have different skills 
and beliefs, but have the same goal in 
common—to make a difference in the 
world,” says Camalich.

“I want people to realize there’s good 
out there and good things they can 
do,” says Bridges. “I hope the show 
inspires them to look around in their 
own cities and states for ways they 
can help.”

Camalich wants people to see that 
making a difference doesn’t have to take 
a lot of time and money, but with some 
effort and an idea, people can make a 
huge impact—even if they are young.

“I hope viewers say, ‘That kid is pretty 
cool, and it’s because he’s kind. I want 
to be like him or her,’” says Camalich. 
“We are mistaken about what’s cool in 
this country. It’s not the sneakers you 
wear or the Air pods you have, it’s how 
you make other people feel about 
themselves.”

“I want people to realize 
there’s good out there 
and good things they 
can do”

LEFT: Clockwise from Left: Michael Platt, Brent Camalich, 
Simone Bridges, Anna Du, Liam Hannon, Anna Miller, and 
Ruby Kate Chitsey are the Operation Awesome team.

Wednesdays 8 ET | 5 PT
Stream on the BYUtv app
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Yes, Making Good is a feel-good 
show. But it’s also fun. And funny. 
And host Kirby Heyborne is the 
reason it all works so well. 

Heyborne’s positivity is a huge 
plus when it comes to helping 
people and organizations across 
the country. What he lacks in 
know-how, he makes up for with 
his infectious enthusiasm and a 
genuine desire to serve.

We caught up with Heyborne to 
talk about Season 3 of Making 
Good. (You can stream every 
episode of the series on the BYUtv 
app and on BYUtv.org.)

How is season 3 different 
from other seasons of 
Making Good?

We work with more individuals 
rather than big organizations. 
We’ve been finding more people 
who feel like they don’t have 
to make a huge organization. 
And I love that. That’s the whole 
purpose of the show: to inspire 
people to get out and do good, 
even if it’s taking someone’s trash 
out for them.

mr. nice guy
Kirby Heyborne shares how Making 
Good makes good on its promise

How has the pandemic 
affected the way you view 
service?

I think it’s realizing that service 
and lifting someone’s day can 
really be something super simple. 
It doesn’t have to be these grand 
performances that you go and do. 
It’s can be little things, like calling 
up your dad and saying hi.

What do you love about 
being on Making Good?

When I’m with the founder [of an 
organization] and they tell me the 
reason why they got into what they 
do, it’s always emotional for them. 
And that makes it emotional for me. 

Nonprofits are so hard to run. 
They’ve got a weight on their 
shoulders constantly, like making 
sure that they have enough money 
to run the organization or that 
they’re doing the best they can be 
doing. But when you get them to 
talk about why they do what they 
do, those are beautiful moments.

What is your go-to mantra for 
serving others?

Do good in the world. It’s just a 
small act of kindness. That’s all. If 
you have the thought [to serve], 
you should follow through with it. 

RIGHT: Kirby Heyborne gets down and dirty helping 
Farm Rescue, a non-profit organization that helps 
farmers in need.

Stream on the BYUtv app

23

https://www.byutv.org/makinggood/
https://www.facebook.com/MakingGoodTV/
https://www.instagram.com/makinggoodtv/


a very human race
Relative Race is the thrilling and 
emotional unscripted TV series 
that follows four teams throughout 
the U.S. in their search for parents, 
siblings, and cousins they’ve never 
met. Along the way, the teams 
compete in various challenges with 
only a flip-phone and paper maps. 
The winner takes home $50,000. 
However, in this show everyone is a 
winner, as hearts are healed and 
families are united.

Host Dan Debenham likes to point 
out that unlike other purportedly 
unscripted TV shows, Relative Race 
actually is such. “We don’t tell 
anyone what to say or how to act,” 
he says. “We are truly unscripted, 
and I think our audience recognizes 
and appreciates that.”

From the get-go, Debenham had a 
hunch the series would be a hit. “We 
knew pretty quickly that we had 
something special. The reaction 
to the show is visceral and real, 
unlocking what we all yearn for, 
which is the closeness of family.”

Shooting the series is an emotional 
rollercoaster for both the host and 
the contestants. “We are filming 10 
straight days in the lives of these 
people, and their emotions are 
extreme—full of highs and lows 
leading to the pivotal moment when 
they discover family, often for the 
first time,” he says.

Debenham admits he frequently 
struggles to keep his own emotions 
under control. “The show is not 
about me. I’m merely the traffic cop 
taking the teams and our viewers 
from one place to another. I can’t 
divert attention away from the 
teams by getting emotional.”

Viewers are under no such 
constraints, and tears flow freely, 
especially when team members 
finally meet their families. 

The worst part of Debenham’s job? 
Sending team members home. 
“I don’t like it, and the audience 
doesn’t like me when it happens,” he 
laughs. “I’ve gotten so many social 
media posts saying, ‘I don’t like you 
anymore, you sent my team home.’”

Social posts from upset viewers 
reveal that people are watching 
and invested. And the posts are 
small potatoes compared to 
the cards and emails from the 
contestants writing to say how 
the show changed their lives more 
profoundly than they ever imagined. 

“I’m so grateful this show continues,” 
says Debenham. “Of course, I’m 
glad that our production crews 
remain employed, but I’m far more 
grateful for how it provides answers 
which people have been searching 
for all their lives. And I get to stand 
in the background and watch. In my 
35 years of TV production, nothing 
I’ve done before or in the future will 
touch the gratification I get from 
being a part of this show.”

Host Dan Debenham dives into what 
makes Relative Race so irresistible

“Tears flow freely, 
especially when team 
members finally meet 
their families”

LEFT: Host Dan Debenham.

Stream on the BYUtv app
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super sketchy What’s the best way to describe 
working on Studio C, now on its 
13th season? 

“A wonderful winding road of 
madness and fun,” says executive 
producer Micah Merrill. He and 
fellow producer Adam Anderegg 
and their Kaleidoscope Pictures 
team joined the long-running 
sketch comedy series in 2019. 

For all the laughs you see on 
screen, there are many long hours 
and an awful lot of hard work 
behind the camera. When you’re 
surrounded by so many talented 
people whose job is to make 
people laugh, what stands out as 
the most memorable? We sat down 
with Micah and Adam to talk about 
some of their favorite Studio C 
sketches, both from seasons past 
and from the most recent.

“Dalton Abbey” (Season 10)
Micah: This one was a parody 
of Downton Abbey, and Dalton 
Johnson dressed up as all the 
characters from the show. He 
played the men, the women, the 
Butler, the old dowager, the lay, all 
this stuff. It’s amazing because it 
so perfectly hits everything about 
Downton Abbey. Dalton nailed it. 
He just totally became each of the 
characters.

“Handphone Ransom Call” (Season 12)
Adam: The cast is in the writers’ 
room, and they pick up the phone, 
but it’s actually someone’s hand, 
and on the other end there’s 
someone holding Dalton for 
ransom. It’s just really dark, really 
fun, super witty. I love it.

“Folk Ballad” (Season 13)
Micah: This one’s a musical sketch 
about this guy who’s singing about 
all the bad guys in this Western 
town. But nobody in the town is 
bad. And so, he’s going around 
trying to find all these evil people, 
but every time he finds a new bad 
person, it turns out that they’re 
actually doing good stuff. It’s 
wacky. It’s hilarious. And it turns 
out really positive at the end.

“Essential Witches” (Season 13)
Adam: This sketch has three 
witches brewing their concoction, 
and one of them tries to get the 
others interested in essential oils. 
Tori Pence did such a good job. 
She starts out looking kind of like a 
witch. And then as it goes on, she 
starts looking like this really coy, 
glam mom that might be involved 
in this kind of a business. And she 
came up with the funniest voice 
for it, too. I loved it.

You can stream all 13 seasons of 
Studio C on the BYUtv app. The 
series will return in the Fall for 
Season 14.

Producers of Studio C share their favorite sketches

“When you’re 
surrounded by so 
many talented people 
whose job is to make 
people laugh, what 
stands out as the most 
memorable?”

ABOVE: Studio C executive producers Adam Anderegg and Michael Merrill.

LEFT: Clockwise from Left: Matthew Galvan, April Rock, Jetta Juriansz, Dalton Johnson, Garet Allen, 
Jessica Drolet, Ike Flitcraft, Tori Pence, Austin Williams, Tanner Gillman and Arvin Mitch

New Episodes arriving Fall 2021
Stream on the BYUtv app
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Experience the new BYUradio 
app and website

Have you checked out the 
BYUradio app and website 
lately? You might be surprised 
by what you experience. 

The app and website have been 
completely refreshed with a 
bright, modern feel and some very 
impressive back-end technology.

Users can now download podcasts 
of their favorite shows, including 
the new Family Rules! The Podcast 
and the award-winning scripted 
podcast Treasure Island 2020. You 
can also share episode links over 
social media, create playlists, and 
do much more.

 Accessing the wealth of content 
on BYUradio is extermely easy: 
your BYUtv account is linked 
to BYUradio (and vice versa). 
“We want to make it as easy as 
possible for our listeners to enjoy 
our content,” explains Radio 
General Manager Don Shelline.

The new app and website are 
a “visual feast for the user,” 
says Production Manager Andy 
McQuinn. And while they might be 
easy on the eyes, they’re also built 
to last: their back-end system can 
support up to 10 million visitors 
at a time. With these updates, 
BYUradio is now prepared to stand 
out from the crowd as a world-
class radio destination.

The BYUradio app is available 
on iOS, Android, or wherever you 
download your favorite apps.

Check out some of the new features!
• Browse for new episodes by genre

• Get an in-depth look at each show and its host

• Catch info about exciting upcoming episodes

• Access all the episodes you missed

• Easily navigate the schedule and events calendar

• Access full episodes and clips of your favorite segments

• Create a list of your favorite shows to listen to on demand

• Share radio content over social media

• Create a playlist of what you’re going to listen to next

• Like shows or segments to send feedback to the radio hosts

hear to stay
Heartland is the hit Canadian 
series that has captivated viewers 
around the world. It’s easy to 
see why: it’s a winning combo 
of breathtaking vistas, beautiful 
horses, and gripping drama. (It’s 
also the longest-running hour-long 
drama in Canadian history.)

The series, based on the books by 
Lauren Brooke, follows sisters Amy 
and Lou Fleming (Amber Marshall 
and Michelle Morgan) in the 
fictional town of Hudson, Alberta, 
as they deal with the heartaches 
and hardships (both personal 
and professional) of keeping their 
ranch—which has been in the 
family for six generations—alive 
and kicking.

horse sense
All the drama of Heartland is available 
to stream for free

In Heartland’s latest season (its 
13th), the excitement, love, and 
drama continue unfettered. Amy 
and her husband, Ty (Graham 
Wardle), continue to build their 
business together while building 
a new home, raising their young 
daughter—Lyndy (Ruby and 
Emmanuella Spencer)  —and keeping 
an eye on Luke (Lucian-River 
Chauhan), their new foster son. 

Georgie (Alisha Newton) returns 
from a European equestrian 
training camp only to realize that 
things back home aren’t how 
she left them. And Jack (Shaun 
Johnston) is forced to face 
some tragic memories after a 
dangerous storm.

And Lou and Mitch (Kevin McGarry) 
make their relationship official 
but soon realize that their career 
aspirations may not be as in sync 
as they had hoped.

Needless to say, there’s a lot going 
on in Hudson. Feel a little lost 
from that recap? Feel free to start 
at the beginning of the Fleming 
family saga: BYUtv has every 
episode of Heartland (over 200 
total) available to stream for free on 
the BYUtv app and on byutv.org. 

LEFT: Heartland star Amber Marshall.

Thursdays 8 ET | 6 PT
Stream all episodes on the BYUtv app
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focused on the family
Brooke Walker expands Family Rules with a new podcast

After two seasons enjoying a front-
row seat listening to experts dish out 
advice on raising families, Brooke 
Walker, host of the Family Rules! 
lifestyle TV show, is over the moon 
about her new podcast with the 
same name.

“We get these awesome guests on 
the TV show talking about navigating 
the challenges of family life. Then we 
have to whittle the interview down to 
seven minutes or so,” explains Walker 
who, in addition to hosting Family 
Rules! also hosts her own talk show, 
Studio 5, on KSL-TV in Salt Lake City. 
“Even though I’m used to the TV-
editing process, it’s still painful.”

When Walker was approached by 
BYUradio with the idea for turning 
Family Rules! into a podcast free 
from time constraints, she was 
intrigued, even though at the time 
she confessed to not being an avid 
podcast listener herself.

“I did a lot of binge listening to find 
out what’s out there and what’s so 
appealing about the podcast trend,” 
says the mother of three, almost-four 
children. “I get it now! Don’t get me 
wrong, I’m a TV gal and I appreciate 
visual storytelling, but take away 
the lights and camera and there’s a 
stripped-down authenticity to the 
podcast that comes with just two 
people talking. It’s a more intimate 
conversation with real depth.” 

Each of the 40 upcoming podcast 
episodes will feature fresh 
conversations with beloved former 
guests of the TV show and new 
guests too. “We’re pulling in the best 
of the best,” she says.

“I want people to know that raising a 
family doesn’t have to be as hard as 
we make it out to be,” says Walker. 
“Certainly, there are a long list of 
challenges: technology, connection, 
communication, the fast pace of 
life these days, to name a few. But it 
all comes down to basic parenting 
principles. Love, support, respect and, 
so forth.”

She also wants parents to realize 
there’s no such thing as a perfect 
family, but every family is getting 
something right. “I believe in the 
power of the village—the mom next 
door is great at ‘x’ and I’m great at ‘y,’ 
and together we can be successful,” 
she says. “Collectively we can make 
parenting more approachable.”

Walker hopes the podcast itself 
feels collective and that listeners feel 
they’re part of the conversation even 
though they can’t actually chime 
in. “At the end of each podcast, I 
say, ‘Thanks for being a part of this 
conversation,’ realizing that they 
haven’t been but hoping I’ve asked 
questions they would have,” says 
Walker. “I want them to feel like we’ve 
all been involved.”

New episodes of Family Rules! The 
Podcast are available every Friday 
wherever you get your podcasts.

“Take away the lights 
and camera and there’s 
a stripped-down 
authenticity that comes 
with just two people 
talking”

LEFT: Host Brooke Walker.

New epsiodes every Friday
on the BYUradio app
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dressing room filled with these 
elaborate, miniature outfits. It 
kind of looks like really fancy baby 
clothes.”

Dallin is also pulling double duty 
as the lead puppeteer for 9 
Years to Neptune. “We’ve got an 
outstanding crew of performers,” 
he says. “And what’s great about 
being a puppeteer is that we all 
get to play multiple characters.”
9 Years to Neptune is currently in 
production and will launch this fall 
on BYUtv.

BYUtv’s newest series 
is quite the trip

make space for
It’s a workplace comedy about 
a group of misfits trying to make 
their way to the planet Neptune. 
Yes, you read that right: BYUtv’s 
next big comedy series takes 
place in outer space. Oh, and 
most of the characters are 
puppets. (And yes, you also read 
that correctly.)

9 Years to Neptune is the 
brainchild of brothers Peter and 
Tyler McKellar. Their vision for the 
series was brought to life in part 
by a team of remarkably talented 
puppet builders and costumers.

Dallen and Tracy Blankenship 
have built countless puppets for 
commercials, shorts, films, and TV. 
For 9 Years to Neptune they’ve 
built nearly 15 puppets, each one 
by hand—a painstaking process 
that took five months. 

To mitigate wear and tear on the 
puppets, and to provide flexibility 
for the production, Dallin and 
Tracy also built duplicates of each 
character. “Making the duplicate 
is actually harder because it has 
to look identical to the original,” 
says Dallin.

To go with the puppets, costume 
designer designer Lindsey 
“Gadget” Lopez built over 90 
costumes, and over 130 invidual 
costume pieces, each one a one-
of-a-kind original. “One character 
in particular has two or three 
costume changes per episode,” 
Dallin says. “We have a whole 

‘neptune’

RIGHT: Former stunt man Burk Mullen is part 
of the mismatched crew of misfits featured 
on 9 Years to Neptune. 

Coming Fall 2021 to BYUtv

t FINAL SEASON
SUNDAYS 8:30 ET | 5:30 PT 
STREAM ALL SEASONS ON THE BYUTV APP
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take a hike
Families go wild on Survivalists

Survivalists proves that when the 
going gets tough, tough families  
get going.

In this exciting competition adventure 
series, two families have three days 
to race across the wilderness for a 
chance to win $10,000. But this ain’t 
a walk in the park. As these families 
hike, climb, and paddle their way to 
the finish line, they’re pushed beyond 
their limits, learning to dig deep and 
trust each other.

Host Colin O’Brady knows a thing 
or two about that kind of grit, having 
earned ten world records, climbed 
the highest peak on every continent, 
competed with the US national 
triathlon team, and become the first 
person to complete a human-powered 
solo crossing of Antarctica. O’Brady 
inspires contestants not only to do their 
best but also to focus on what really 
matters: growing closer as a family.

Season 2 takes families to the rugged 
desert of Moab, Utah, where they 
will face new challenges, like rock 
climbing and surviving in the snow. 
But what you won’t see in Season 2’s 
footage is the amazing behind-the-
scenes work of Survivalists’s world-
class crew.

From production teams who have 
shot top shows like Eco-Challenge, 
Survivor, and The Amazing Race, to 
a safety team of ski instructors and 
mountain rescue personnel, these 
families couldn’t be in better hands.

The crew goes to extreme lengths 
to take care of the families’ needs, 
including lugging around heavy 
production equipment, testing the 
courses ahead of the families, and 

driving in 100-gallon tanks of water 
on dirt bikes. The crew camps right 
along with the families, braving the 
same elements and experiencing the 
same fatigue. 

“That was one of the unexpected 
joys of creating the show,” shares 
Executive Producer Mark Koops, who 
has also produced The Biggest Loser 
and Masterchef. “When staffing up for 
the show, we were looking for those 
men and women who were prepared 
and love the outdoors. And then 
you see these crews, who are, quite 
frankly, some of the best in the world, 
teaching these kids what it takes to 
do a job like that.” 

At night after the day’s competition 
is over, the families get to bond with 
the crew, whose experiences and 
examples encourage the families 
when they struggle. “As we unpack 
our nice, new tent, they’re unrolling a 
tent that’s literally been on the side of 
Mount Everest. It’s good motivation,” 
admits Koops.

The extreme physicality is only part 
of the challenge of the show. Often, 
families are tested mentally and 
emotionally as well. “That’s part 
of the magic of the show,” shares 
Koops. “It’s when the physical 
tiredness sets in and the emotional 
aspect arises that those meaningful 
conversations happen.” 

As the families start to open up, 
they trust and rely on each other 
more than ever. And that’s a 
change that they can take home 
with them. Thanks to the Survivalists 
crew, these families now know what 
it takes not only to survive in the 
wild, but to thrive as a family.

“It’s when the physical 
tiredness sets in and the 
emotional aspect arises 
that those meaningful 
conversations happen”

LEFT: Camera operator Pablo Durana stays one step 
ahead of the Armes family (Left to Right: Mom Anna, 
16-year-old Max, 13-year-old Alex, and Dad Paul) 
while shooting an episode of Survivalists.

Thursdays 9 ET | 6 PT
Stream on the BYUtv app
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in her own words: elaine bradley
The acclaimed musician shares why hosting Grace Notes may be her favorite job yet If 20-year-old me could see me 

now, she would be shocked, but 
pleasantly surprised.

Music has always been something I’ve 
wanted to do. I’ve been in bands – 
real or imaginary – since I was seven, 
and I spent most of my younger years 
trying to figure out how to make it 
work long-term. 

But as years went by, the thought of 
having a job where I could talk about 
Jesus freely became more interesting 
to me. I loved that I was in a successful 
rock band and had been given so 
many amazing opportunities from it. 

My efforts paid off, and Neon Trees 
had a lot of success. In that time, I 
cemented my personal relationship 
with God and Jesus Christ. My faith is 
a huge part of who I am, but I never 
thought my career and my faith 
would merge.

In 2019, between shows with Neon 
Trees and Noble Bodies, I received an 
email from someone I had never met 
before. It turned out to be from Russ 
Kendall, our show’s producer. Russ was 
working on a new show for BYUtv and 
was looking for the right fit for a host. 
After stumbling upon an interview I 
did with the Salt Lake Tribune, he took 
a leap of faith and cold-emailed me 
soon after. 

When Russ asked me if I would host  
Grace Notes, it was like a message 
sent directly from heaven. I was in 

“If 20-year-old me 
could see me now, she 
would be shocked, but 
pleasantly surprised”

LEFT: Host Elaine Bradley on the set of Grace Notes.

Sundays 1 ET | 10 PT
Stream on the BYUtv app
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radio that’s
Thanks to its partnership with PRX, 
a national distributor of popular 
radio shows and podcasts like 
This American Life and The Moth, 
BYUradio’s content is now being 
heard across the country.

Episodes of The Lisa Show, Top 
of Mind, The Apple Seed and 
Constant Wonder are being 
picked up for broadcast by radio 
stations from Alaska to West 
Virginia, where listeners are often 
hearing BYUradio content for the 
first time. 

This translates into more listeners 
for BYUradio’s fine programming 
and more sources for listeners 
than just the BYUradio app. Now 
audiences in their home markets 
on their local radio stations can 
listen to this original content from 
BYUradio.  

“BYUradio has an incredible 
line-up of world-class hosts 
and shows,” says Don Shelline, 
BYUradio general manager. 

“Our loyal audience has been 
enjoying these excellent and 
entertaining shows for years,” he 
continues. “It is so gratifying to 
now be able to expose this fine 
programming and engaging talent 
to new audiences across the 
nation, on the radio stations that 
they love in their own hometowns.”

making waves
a unique position where I could 
connect my God-given talents of 
faith and communication with my 
knowledge of the music industry. 

The thought of combining two 
things that I love felt too good to 
be true–so much so, that I honestly 
expected the opportunity to go 
away. But when it didn’t, I said yes. 
100% yes.

I could never measure the worth of 
what I’ve received from interviews 
with our guests. I’ve been blessed 
to share conversations with 
musicians from all sorts of spiritual 
backgrounds, all who have been 
influenced by Christ or God in one 
way or another. 

I cannot tell you how often I forget 
that there are cameras in the room, 
that I’m at my job and that these 
people sitting across from me are 
my guests. We become just two 
people talking about God and life, 
the highs and the lows and the 
goods and the bads. 

And then there’s the  music. There’s 
a certain sweetness to hearing 
the stories behind the songs. Our 
guests don’t just dive into the music; 
they lay the groundwork each time 

for what they chose to sing and 
why it’s important to them. And 
then their performance becomes 
more meaningful because you 
understand what place it holds in 
their heart. 

Why did they choose the song? 
What experiences have they had 
with it? What do the lyrics mean 
to them? Slowly, you begin to see 
these songs from the perspective of 
the musician–an honest expression 
of faith in progress. 

If you’re looking for a way to refresh 
your faith, I implore you to watch 
the show. You’ll hear incredible, 
imperfect people talk about 
spiritual concepts that you might 
already believe, but in ways that 
make you think in a whole new 
light. It helps make it real—like 
you’re looking at your faith in three 
dimensions instead of two. Rather 
than just casually observing, these 
conversations will make you want 
to grab onto your belief and turn it 
around to see it from a whole new 
perspective.

And after years of sold out shows 
and once-in-a-lifetime gigs, I can 
safely say that this might be my 
favorite job yet.

BYUradio expands 
its reach through 
nationwide syndication

the apple seed

top of mind

constant wonder

TOP LEFT: Grammy-winning recording artist Lauren Daigle with Bradley.
LEFT: Season 1 guest Travis Greene
ABOVE: Bradley shares a conversation with pop star David Archuleta.

the lisa show
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If you’ve wondered what it would be 
like to live during Christ’s ministry, The 
Chosen is the show for you. Loosely 
following the timeline of events told 
in the four Gospels, director Dallas 
Jenkins and his crew aim to capture 
the perspective of Jesus from the 
eyes of those who knew him.  

Season 1 features eight episodes that 
depict the ministry of Christ start from 
its humble beginnings. But rather 
than just focus on the Savior’s story, 
The Chosen presents His life from 
the perspectives of relationships 
that aren’t typically explored in 
Biblical media. 

The show portrays the lives of Mary 
Magdalene, Matthew, Simon, Andrew, 
Nicodemus, and others as they 
endure the struggles of their lives and 
ultimately cross paths with Jesus. 

While their conversion isn’t 
immediate, you see their hearts turn 
to their Savior in real time as they 
witness the miracles of His early 
ministry. The season ends with the 
emotional conversa-tion between 
Jesus and the woman at the well 
found in John 4.  

With Season 2 on its way, the 
producers have upped the ante on 
the show’s production with a larger 
budget than before. The crew first 
began shooting Season 2 at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints’ Jerusalem set in Goshen, 
Utah, and completed the shoot on 
sets in will fin in Midlothian, TX. Their 
most recent feat was a Sermon on 
the Mount scene that boasted 2000 
real extras – all in cooperation with 
local COVID protocols. 
  
The new season will focus on the 
close relationships between the 
disciples and their Savior. Jenkins 
aims to capture the challenges 
the disciples encountered as new 
followers of Christ. Their faith will be 
continually tested as they learn the 
difficulty of walking the strait and nar-
row path. 

While Jenkins doesn’t intend for The 
Chosen to replace scripture study, 
he hopes that the show will make 
the story of Jesus more accessible to 
those who want to hear it. “Our goal 
is for one billion people around the 
world to see The Chosen,” Jenkins 
wrote in a recent social media 
post. With the series available in 
180 countries and in 50 different 
languages, The Chosen is off to an 
audacious start.

“Our goal is for one 
billion people around 
the world to see  
The Chosen”

LEFT: On location in Goshen, Utah, Jonathan Roumie 
stars as Jesus on The Chosen. 

Sundays 6 ET | 3 PT  Starting May 30
New episodes streaming through Spring

of biblical proportions
The Chosen Season 2 is bigger and bolder
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https://www.byutv.org/thechosen/





