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General Updates – As of March 2nd 
 
Thankfully, our outbreak has waned and as of today, there are no residents with COVID-19 in our 
community. There have also been no new cases of COVID-19 this week among our caregivers.  
 
King County transmission is still high but case rates are significantly decreasing. Because of this we are 
beginning to open up more activities for residents. 
 
One of the areas we are in early talks about is how to start re-introducing contact with the children in 
the Intergenerational Learning Center. This is very much in the initial phase but we are excited to bring 
back these important relationships. 
 
There is a new definition of vaccination status – which is “up to date”. This means that if a person is 
eligible for a booster (5 months after an mRNA vaccine or 2 months after the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine) then they would have to get the booster to be considered “up to date”. This will affect 
quarantine guidelines for residents if they are not up to date. 
 
New CDC community levels 
 
These levels provide guidance on masking and other considerations in the general public. They do not 
apply to healthcare settings. Please remember that we have to follow transmission rates in the county, 
which is a different measure. 
 
This means that masking does not go away in healthcare settings like it will in the broader community. 
 
Safe Start Guidance is now the COVID-19 Response Plan 
 
This helps get agencies on the same page in terms of how we are doing things. 
 
Because of this update, we are now updating our visitor guidance. Please see this link for more details.  
 
As you will see, there is an increased focus on residents’ rights.  
 
We will not be monitoring as closely what is happening in private visitation spaces and residents have 
the right to close contact. 
 
We are still asking that visitors work to coordinate visits with care staff in advance if they are willing to 
do that. It really helps everyone involved to have a safe and smooth visit when private spaces are 
somewhat limited in our community. However, unscheduled visits will be allowed in all cases where 
they can be safely accommodated with good adherence to infection prevention core principles. 
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Q&A  
  
Q: Is LTC now open for visitation? 
A: Yes, LTC residents can have visitors.  
 
Q: Can we bring food to a LTC Visit? 
A: Yes, if you are in a private visitation space and no one else is there besides visitor(s) and the resident, 
then they can eat and drink together. We encourage visitors and residents to take into account other 
possible risks such as recent travel, vaccination status(es) of the people present, etc. if shared dining is 
being planned. 
 
Q: What is now allowed in the AL side in terms of taking someone out? 
A: We still do need to do a risk assessment, but you can definitely take a loved one out. It can be a quick 
conversation, and even over email, but we do need to have a general idea of what is happening. If the 
resident is not up to date with vaccination and is gone for more than 24 hours, they will need to 
quarantine for at least a week upon return. 
 
Q: With the weather getting better, is there any thought to hot temperature days again? 
A: Yes, we have a disaster and safety committee and we have been talking about this in our meetings. 
Our Operations Director is also working with our system leadership to make sure we have what we 
need.  
 
 
 


