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Introduction 

Since 2008, a combined show known as “ITMA ASIA + CITME” has been held in 

Shanghai, China every two years. This event combines the unique strengths of the ITMA 

brand with China's most important textile event, CITME. This move to combine the two 

shows into a single, major event is strongly supported by all nine CEMATEX European 

textile machinery associations, CTMA (China Textile Machinery Association), and JTMA 

(Japan Textile Machinery Association).  

Figure 1: Show Logo 

 

ITMA ASIA + CITME 2020 (the seventh edition of the combined show) took place from 

June 12-15, 2021, at the National Exhibition and Convention Center in Shanghai, China. 

As the name contains “2020”, it was originally scheduled in October 2020. However, 

because of the Covid-19 effect, the show was moved to June 2021. ITMA ASIA had 

been held every two years since 2008 in Shanghai and has been the biggest textile 

industry trade show in Asia. 

ITMA ASIA exhibition area reached 160,000 square meters (180,000 in 2018), using 6 

halls (7 in the previous one) of the National Exhibition and Convention Center 

(Shanghai). Among the halls 7.1 and 8.1 are exhibition areas for spinning devices, 

chemical fiber devices, non-woven devices, and winding, texturing, and twisting 

devices. Halls 6.1 and 5.1 mainly were for dyeing and finishing devices, recycling 

devices, textile printing devices, garment devices, and scientific R&D, innovation area, 

as well as dyes, chemicals exhibition area. Hall 4.1 was the knitting devices exhibition 

area, and Hall 3.1 was the weaving devices and knitting devices exhibition area. In 

terms of the types of exhibited products, spinning machinery accounted for the largest 

proportion, followed by finishing devices for textile printing and dyeing, knitting 

devices, weaving devices, and textile printing devices.  
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Figure 2: Entry Gate of ITMA ASIA 2020 

 

The schedule of this exhibition happened to overlap with the long weekend of the 

Dragon Boat Festival, a traditional Chinese festival. It was unfortunate that the 

organizer was only able to secure this timing of the year when the show had to be 

rescheduled to June 2021 from October 2020. Coupled with the closed management 

of the epidemic situation in the new halls in Guangzhou and Shenzhen, overseas orders 

have increased in China, factories were busy with production, and all these factors led 

to record low attendance of the event. The official number of visitors were 65,000, and 

the number of exhibitors was 1,237 (100,000 and 1,773 at the last 2018 event, 

respectively). 

Key Findings 

 Head Perspectives – Epson penetrating the market with I3200/S3200 heads 

o From the perspective of OEM vendors, Kyocera print heads still dominated 

the industrial high speed printing devices.  

o Ricoh returned to digital textile printing industry with upgraded Gen 6 print 

head. In the exhibition, there were two OEM vendors (HOPETECH and BYDI) 

mainly promoted Gen 6 print head on their devices.  

o Epson released their new print heads, which brought them great success 

among industrial higher end devices, as well as low to mid-range devices. 

There was no doubt that Epson’s leader position in sublimation market 

could not be taken by other vendors. In order to meet the needs of Direct 

to Fabric applications, Epson introduced new S3200-A3 5pl print head.  

o Epson planned to enter DTF market with this new print head. Epson’s heads 

supported wide range of applications with various options. Print head price 

dropped a bit, so users had more choices.  

o Most leading companies in the textile printing exhibited in the ITMA ASIA. 

However, there were almost no vendors exhibiting low-end models that use 

Epson I series print head.  
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 Atexco, Homer, HOPETECH--three big players’ presence increased in the market 

by showing the new DTF printers. 

 New Chinese vendors such as HPRT and HIINK entered the digital textile printing 

market. 

 No vendors showed single-pass this time, as many see the challenges in single-pass 

printers. Rather, the big three Chinese vendors showed the high-end scan DTF 

printer. 

 Not many from foreign vendors showed up, indicating China as being dominant 

by the domestic players. 

Vendor Details 

Atexco 

Atexco was the first company listed on the Sci-tech Innovation Board in the digital 

textile printing industry and on July 8, 2021, they exhibited their new product: 

VEGA8000DI, the latest high-end textile digital textile printing system to the event. It 

highlighted VEGA series’ advantages of ink saving, low running cost, and high speed. 

With Kyocera print heads, it supported 4-color, 6-color, 8-color, and 12-color printing 

modes, with stable 24-hour continuous production. Its daily output could reach up to 

14,000 square meters. Automatic ink recycling system, upgraded ink head protection, 

and constant ink temperature circulating system were newly added to the device. We 

could see a movement toward intelligent green printing. Price is 1-3 million RMB based 

on print heads and device spec options.  

Figure 3: ATEXCO Booth 
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Figure 4: ATEXCO VEGA 8000 DI (New) 

 

VEGA X1 was a great cost performance device, equipped with 8/16 Kyocera print 

heads. It is suitable for start-up digital textile print service providers requiring a small 

footprint and light weight device. Price was around 400,000-800,000 RMB. 

MODEL X is equipped with 8/16 Kyocera print heads and can switch between high 

quality and high productivity modes, allowing for both quality and productivity at the 

same time. Price is 280,000- 400,000 RMB. 

Figure 5: VEGA X1 (DTF) and MODEL X (Dye-Sublimation) 

  

Atexco did not bring single-pass device to the booth and only showed the device with 

a video.  
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Hanglory (Homer and CNTOP)  

Hanglory Group (Homer for textile and CNTOP for direct to garment (DTG)) had a joint 

booth at the event. Homer exhibited two new upgraded models HM2700R pro 

(sublimation)and HM1800BK32 (direct to fabric (DTF)), as well as the best-selling model 

HM1800BK12.  

Figure 6: Hanglory Booth 

 

HM2700R Pro, a sublimation digital device, was introduced by Homer as a brand new 

model that targets the industrial textile production market. Its core solution was solely 

developed by Homer and print speeds can reach as fast as 955㎡/hr. Regular print 

width is 1.5-2.6m and can also be customized up to 3.2m. Equipped with 4/8 colors, the 

price is around 800,000 RMB. 

Figure 7: HM2700R Pro, New Sublimation Printer 

 

HM1800BK32, an ultra-high speed DTF device, with printing speeds up to 900㎡/hr. It is 

equipped with a new night-time monitoring function that enables stable 24-hour 

production. HM1800BK32 supports multiple rows for flatbed high-speed printing 
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solutions, with single-row, double-row, and three-row print head allocations. It can 

efficiently enable device productivity upgrades with flexibly to meet customer needs. 

The price is 2 million RMB. 

Figure 8: HM1800BK32, a New DTF Printer 

 

CNTOP launched the new smart printing solution called “Matrix Digital Printing 

Platform" at the event. This new platform was based on digital printing workflow and 

perfectly upgraded from Hybrid printing. With it, users can easily handle popular 

personalized print jobs from short run to long run. It truly enables quick turnaround on 

jobs and supports internet of things (IOT) interconnection. It creates an intelligent t-shirt 

production platform. 

Hanglory proudly owns their own R&D team focusing on the research and 

development of hardware, paying close attention to the joint use of mechanical parts. 

They can gradually build custom platforms to enhance customer needs. 

Figure 9: CNTOP Hybrid Printer at the Booth 
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HOPETECH 

HOPETECH exhibited 4 new models of DTF devices: H1-K, Q1-R, Q1-M, and sublimation 

device G2-M. 

H1-K, equipped with 32-48 Kyocera print heads, can print 8-12 colors with a maximum 

speed of 860sqm/hour. The price is 2.4-3.6 million RMB. 

Q1-R, equipped with 16 Ricoh Gen 6 print heads, can print 8 colors with a maximum 

speed of 612sqm/hour. Price is 800,000 RMB. 

Q1-M, equipped with 12-16 Epson S3200 print heads, with a maximum speed of 

747sqm/hour. The price is 0.9-1.1 million RMB. 

Above three devices all had print width of 1.8m. 

G2-M sublimation device offers 2.6m printing width and is equipped with 8-12 Epson 

S3200 print heads and 4-6 color channels. The price is 420,000 RMB. Recommended 

applications were home décor textiles, curtains, and other purposes. 

After years of optimization, users could choose FUJIFILM Dimatix, Kyocera, Ricoh, and 

Epson print heads for their HOPETECH products, and other specs were also flexible. 

HOPETECH has gradually gained a firm foothold in the digital textile printing industry. 

Figure 10: HOPETECH DTF Devices Shown in the Booth 

 

HIINK 

HIINK was established in 2016 in Zhejiang Province (near Shanghai). The owner of the 

company operated several textile print factories at the time. At first, they developed 

single-pass textile device only for their own use. When printing technology was 

developed, they founded HIINK to sell digital printing devices. 

Their single-pass high-speed digital printing device (Kun series) was not exhibited at the 

event, and they only showed a movie. HIINK collected potential customers information 

during the event and took some of them to their factory tour to show their single-pass 

during the event.  

They brought Honghu series, scan type high-speed DTF printing device to the event. 

Honghu series of high-speed textile printing devices were equipped with 12/24 FUJIFILM 

Samba print heads, with resolution of 1200*1200dpi. Its daily output reached 3,500 
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meters with 12 head model (24 print head model with a daily output of 7,000 meters). 

Active, acid, and disperse inks can be used with 4/8 color configuration. 

Figure 11: HIINK Booth and DTF Printer Shown in Booth 

 

HPRT 

HPRT, a global leading company at thermal inkjet industry, was from Xiamen. HPRT is a 

major customer of Kyocera’s thermal print heads, and this was their first time entering 

the textile printing market. HPRT introduced five new devices at the event, including 

DTF, dye-sublimation, and DTG devices. It was no doubt that HPRT was the biggest dark 

horse (surprise) of this exhibition. 

Figure 12: HPRT Booth 
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DA322T, digital sublimation device was equipped with 12 Kyocera print heads. Speed 

could reach as fast as 630sqm/hour with a 3.2m print width. Disperse and high 

temperature disperse ink can be used. 

Figure 13: HPRT DA322T 

 

DA182T digital sublimation device was equipped with 8 Kyocera print heads. Speed 

could reach as fast as 450sqm/hour with a 3.2m print width. Disperse and high 

temperature disperse ink can be used. 

Figure 14: DA182T, Dye-Sublimation Printer Shown at Booth 

 

DA067D DTG device was equipped with 20 Kyocera print heads. Able to print 160 

shirts/hour, double print position, simultaneous printing for white and color pigment ink. 
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Figure 15: DA067D, DTG printer Shown at Booth 

 

DA066M Hybrid digital print unit of DTG was equipped with 8 Kyocera print head. This 

machine speed is 550 shirts/hour with pigment ink. 

Figure 16: DA066M, DTF Printer Shown at Booth 

 

DA188S DTF device is equipped with 32 Kyocera print heads and can reach as fast as 

650sqm/hour. Print width is 1.8m, active, acid, and pigment ink can be used. 

Figure 17: DA188S, DTF Printer Shown at Booth 

 

This product was unveiled for the first time and has not yet been shipped in the market. 
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HPRT was focused on looking for regional dealers at the event. There is no public 

quotation for those devices available. In order to achieve the first shipment, HPRT 

would provide a substantial discount to their first group of customers and dealers. 

Compared to competitive devices with similar configurations, their price would be 

slightly lower (HPRT has been saying 10% lower than the market price). 

As we had a close look at exhibited devices, we were surprised to see all the 

accessories, materials, and designs used in the device were very much matured. 

Furthermore, the HPRT lineup covered almost all the popular models. It was hard to 

believe that those devices were the first generation, which were independently 

developed and produced by a new entrant original equipment manufacturer (OEM). 

HPRT had no experience in digital textile printing, it should be OEM production by other 

companies, although no names were disclosed. 

SKYJET  

Shenyang based SKYJET exhibited duplex sublimation device, SDS1900 equipped with 

16 Kyocera print heads. Eight print heads are designed for one-side printing. It can print 

dual 4-colors or 8-colors output, and the speed is 23-45sqm/hour. Price is 2 million RMB. 

SKYJET does not concentrate on print speed but focuses on value-added short run jobs 

or customization needs bundled with their duplex printing. Although demand is not 

large, the device could switch between simplex and duplex. It has gradually gained 

attention from China domestic and overseas niche markets. 

Figure 18: SKYJET Showcases SDS1900 in the Booth 

 

Audley 

Audley exhibited three devices at the event, all equipped with Epson I3200 print 

heads. 

ADL-F1908 sublimation printer is equipped with 8 Epson I3200 print heads with 1.8m print 

width, and the price is 100,000 RMB. 
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Figure 19: ADL-F1908 

 

  



 

ANALYSIS 

ITMA ASIA 2020 SHOW REVIEW 
 

 

  

P16 | © Keypoint Intelligence  

ADL-G2208 sublimation printer is equipped with 8 Epson I3200 print heads with 2.0m 

print width, and the price is 120,000 RMB.   

Figure 20: ADL-G2208 

 

DF 700, a powder shaking device equipped with 4 Epson I3200 print heads was shown, 

and the price was 40,000 RMB.   

Epson 

Epson has brought a good variety of products to the event: 

 New heads: S3200-A3 series 

 DTF printers: Monna Lisa Evo Tre16 and new Monna Lisa 8000  

 DTG printer: SureColor F3080 

 Dye-sublimation printers: SureColor F9480H and SureColor F10080H (new) 

In June 2021, Epson newly released 3 print heads: D3000-A1R, S3200-A3, I3200(8)-A1HD. 

S3200-A3 was exhibited in the booth, and there are several vendors who have started 

testing this head. Epson has already penetrated their head in the dye-sublimation 

market, and now they are expanding to the DTF market area.  
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Figure 21: Epson S3200-A3 New Head 

 

For DTF, Epson showcased Monna Lisa Evo Tre 16 (16 heads) and Monna Lisa 8000 (8 

heads). Monna Lisa Evo Tre 16 is priced over 3.5 million RMB, and its high price caused 

fewer shipment in China. Monna Lisa 8000 was known for "low investment and high 

flexibility". The excellent quality enables Monna Lisa 8000 to complete most print jobs in 

2 pass mode, achieving speed of about 150sqm/hour. Its stable fabric feeding system 

could accommodate some elastic materials such as knitted fabrics. The print quality is 

stable. 

Figure 22: Epson Monna Lisa Evo Tre 16 and Monna Lisa 8000 

 

EPSON Monna Lisa series also adopted the original GENESTA inks that were jointly 

developed by Epson and ForTex (Epson’s subsidiary) in Italy. Ink could be chosen from 

acid, reactive, disperse and pigment. According to Epson, all types of Genesta inks 

have been granted the ECO PASSPORT certification by OEKO-TEX®, assurance that 

they meet the strict human-ecological standards for chemicals. 

SureColor F10080H is equipped with a 6-color solution. In addition to 4 colors, light cyan 

and light magenta were added to make the picture smoother and more delicate. 
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Users could choose fluorescent yellow (FY) and fluorescent pink (FP) ink solution, if 

necessary. This solution can be used in sublimation textile and advertising industry.  

The FY and FP inks equipped on SureColor F9480H provide better solutions for those 

who require better quality in terms of color expression; this is especially attractive to 

users in the apparel industry. 

SureColor F3080 is not only able to print T-shirts, but also suitable for various printing 

solutions such as sweaters, polo-shirts, hats, canvas shoes, canvas bags, etc. Epson had 

a live demonstration of those applications at the event. 

Figure 23: Epson SureColor F10080H 

 

BYDI (Boyin) 

As a subsidiary of BYHX, Boyin (English name is now BYDI) exhibited DTF device XC11-16 

which was equipped with 16 Ricoh Gen 6 print heads. Boyin was one of the few OEMs 

that adopted Ricoh Gen 6 at the event. The maximum speed could reach 317sqm/h, 

and price was 400,000 RMB. Print heads could be customized from 8 to 32. 

A BYDI device could usually adopt Epson, Kyocera, and FUJIFILM Dimatix print heads, 

but at the event they greatly promoted Ricoh Gen 6 print heads. Ricoh Gen 6 solved 

corrosion problem from Gen 5, and it proved its stable performance in digital textile 

printing. Even with open ink policy, print heads were able to maintain a long lifetime.  

However, the negative impression from Ricoh Gen 5 could not be completely wiped. 

Plus, the continuous price reduction of Kyocera print heads, and the entry of Epson 

print heads, into digital textile printing marketplace adds to the challenges. If Ricoh 

Gen 6 wants to fully expand their presence, more technical support and more 

aggressive market strategies are necessary. 
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Figure 24: XC11-16 

 

Flora 

One notable change for Flora was that all the exhibited devices were equipped with 

Epson S3200 print heads; no Kyocera print heads, anymore.  

(New) TX2000EP was a model originally launched in 2019. As installations increased, its 

price dropped more. Now, the installed base has reached more than 200 units in 

China. We learned that many orders came from existing customers and price is 300,000 

RMB. 

Following TX2000EP, Flora announced two dye-sublimation printers: TX2600EP (2.6m) 

and TX3200EP (3.2m) to the market. Flora showcased TX2600EP (330,000 RMB 

acquisition price) at their booth, but TX3200EP (approximately 400,000 RMB) was not 

exhibited. 

(New) T160EP textile printing device was equipped with 8-16 Epson S3200 print heads 

and 4/8 color configuration. The price is 400,000-500,000 RMB. 

Figure 25: New Printers Shown at Flora Booth  
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Jilong 

Jilong only exhibited their flat screen textile device. The digital printing alliance with 

Teckwin was terminated. Jilong did not have any plan for digital device at this point. 

Figure 26: Jilong Device Shown at Booth 

 

Fujifilm Dimatix 

FUJIFILM Dimatix exhibited Samba and StarFire print heads.  

Figure 27: FUJIFILM Dimatix Booth and Samba Head (Lower Right) 

 

Konica Minolta 

Konica Minolta brought Nassenger 10e to the event. At the last ITMA Asia 2018 show, 

Konica Minolta exhibited Nassenger 8. However, this time KM exhibited improved 

version of Nassenger 10. Because of the software optimization, the print speed is 

approximately 10% faster than the previous version. Also, waste water changed to 

recyclable system which could reduce about 90% of waste water discharge during 

belt wash. Konica Minolta displayed this improved, environmentally-friendly feature. 
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Figure 28: Konica Minolta Nassenger 10e 

 

JHF 

JHF displayed their P2200Max, equipped with Epson S3200-A1 print heads, along with 

their T1800E sublimation printer, equipped with Kyocera T3700 print heads.  

Figure 29: JHF Booth at ITMA ASIA 2020 

 

The P2200Max is equipped with 16 Epson S3200-A1 print heads and can reach up to 

320sqm/hour with 2 passes. JHF also provided print head option for Epson S3200-A3, 

and users were able to book it during the event. The price for P2200Max with S3200-A1 

print head option is 1.1 million RMB.  
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Figure 30: JHF P2200 Max, New DTF Device with Epson S3200 Head 

 

After a one-year improvement, T1800e had stable performance in paper feeding and 

output. It’s equipped with 8 Epson S3200-A1 print heads and price was 380,000 RMB. 

After T3700 successfully developed the application of wallpaper and curtains, its 

shipment increased.  This device is equipped with Kyocera print heads and has 

improved winding/rewinding for textiles. The price is 600,000 RMB. 

JHF is superior in machine materials, but the development of applications is relatively 

weak, so their shipment was not favorable. 

MS Printing Solutions  

Dover Group (MS Printing Solutions – DTF printer and JK Group with KIIAN ink) had a 

booth together. MS exhibited Mini Lario (scan printing version of single-pass Lario) for 

the first time in China. Mini Lario was first exhibited at the ITMA Barcelona in 2019. Once 

again, MS has used the Hong Kong dealer. 

Figure 31: Dover Group Booth (JK Group - Left; MS Printing Solutions - Right) 
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Mini Lario is equipped with a maximum of up to 64 Kyocera print heads. 

Printing width is between 180 to 320cm, and the speed could reach 670 to 1,092 

sqm/hour, with 4 to 8 color configurations. 

Although MS has recommended inks, it is not a closed ink system. Customers can 

choose preferred ink and raster image processor (RIP) systems. 

The product was embedded with a remote diagnosis system, allowing for remote 

device diagnosis and software maintenance. 

The price is 10 million RMB, and there are no installations yet in China. 

MS did not bring any other machines.  

Figure 32: MS Mini Lario  

 

 

EFI Reggiani 

EFI Reggiani introduced their new industrial entry-level EFI Reggiani BLAZE scanning 

device at the event, which was the first appearance in Asia. Print width is 1.8m, 

maximum speed is 120sqm/hour, and is equipped with 8 Kyocera dual-channel print 

heads to support 8 colors printing. One notable point was that all the print heads could 

adjust ink droplet size. 

This printer has a continuous recirculation ink system, liquid level sensor, degassing, and 

print head collision protection system that effectively extends the life of the print head. 

On the software configuration, EFI Reggiani BLAZE is designed with real-time image 

processing and queue management functions. At the same time, the system also runs 

a what you see is what you get (WYSIWYG) job management tool that can accurately 

predict printing time and ink usage to assist production process. No price was made 

public at the event. The estimated price was around 2 million RMB. 



 

ANALYSIS 

ITMA ASIA 2020 SHOW REVIEW 
 

 

  

P24 | © Keypoint Intelligence  

At the last ITMA Barcelona 2019, EFI Reggiani showed single-pass BOLT, and at the last 

ITMA ASIA 2018, a pigment device (Terra) was showcased. However, Reggiani did not 

bring any of these devices, only BLAZE, this time.  

Figure 33: EFI Reggiani BLAZE 

 

KERAjet 

The Spanish brand KERAjet made its debut in China. Although there were no actual 

printers exhibited, we were told that KERAjet is planning to exhibit the prototype at the 

ITMA ASIA 2022. Their device is using FUJIFILM Dimatix StarFire print head, and they plan 

to launch 3 types of DTF devices in China: MP1800, MP2400, and MP3400. 

KERAjet has adopted an open ink system, are building the technical support team, 

and are trying to build sales and pricing strategies for the China market. 

Figure 34: KERAjet Booth 
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NKT 

NKT exhibited technical demonstrations of DTF F series and sublimation FP series. Print 

heads configuration are flexible--Kyocera, FUJIFILM Dimatix StarFire and Epson heads 

can be chosen. Also, the number of heads could be customized from 6 heads to 16 

heads.  

NKT is still looking for business partners (dealers), as they have not had many sales yet. 

Although their products have high specs, there are not many applications 

demonstrated to dealers and potential customers.  

Figure 35: NKT FP Series Device 

 

Mimaki 

Mimaki exhibited Tiger-1800B MKIII, slightly improved version from MKII exhibited in the 

last ITMA ASIA 2018. It came with upgraded Mimaki Advanced Pass System (MAPS) 

feathering function, non-stop print head compensation function, and 10GB/s high-

speed transmission function. It was equipped with 8 Kyocera print heads with a 

maximum speed of 385sqm/hour (normal production mode speed was 

210sqm/hour(600x1200dpi)). Although this device displayed excellent performance in 

printing accuracy and non-stop print head compensation for 2 million RMB, 

competitors’ sublimation devices are equipped with Kyocera or Epson S3200 print 

heads for approximately one third of the price. Obviously, the cost performance was 

not favorable for users. No need to mention there were some sublimation devices with 

Epson I3200 print head for only 170,000 RMB.  
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Figure 36: Mimaki Booth and Tiger-1800B MKIII 

 

TX300P-1800B: Entry-level digital direct-injection device with a 1.8m print width. This 

printer is equipped with piezoelectric print heads and ink compensation functionality. 

Speed can be configured 6-66 sqm/hour, with open price.  

The CJV150-160 wide format device was in the booth, as well. 

Figure 37: Mimaki TX300P-1800B, CJV150-160 Shown in Booth 

 

New Century 

New Century brought their best-selling models in 2020--FD6198E and FD61915E dye-

sublimation printers. 

FD6198E is equipped with 8 Epson I3200 print heads, with print speed up to 350sqm/h, 

and price around 110,000 RMB. 

 Figure 38: FD6198E Dye-Sublimation Printer  
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FD61915E is equipped with 15 Epson I3200 print heads, and has print speed up to 

550sqm/h, with price around 170,000 RMB.  

Figure 39: New Century FD61915E Dye-Sublimation Printer 

 

Epson I3200 print heads are proven with great cost performance and excellent printing 

quality. This deeply impacted the industrial sublimation market, replacing Kyocera and 

Ricoh Gen 6 print heads. In addition to New Century, other printer vendors followed 

the same path, and 8 Epson I3200 print head configuration has become a new 

industry standard. 15 Epson I3200 print heads have become normal to high-speed 

sublimation devices.  

Ichinose 

Japanese vendor Ichinose is well established in China as an analog textile vendor. The 

company launched its first digital textile device with Ricoh Gen 5 heads 13 years ago, 

but this was the first ITMA Asia with a digital device on display.  

At the last ITMA Asia 2018, Ichinose launched IUGO hybrid digital textile printer using 

between 12 and 32 Ricoh Gen 5 print heads. This allowed users to add a digitally 

printed pattern to a single-color background (e.g., silk) that can be printed using 

conventional printing methods. However, this time Ichinose did not bring any devices 

to the show. 

Prior to the show, Ichinose announced their partner relationship with Atexco to begin 

selling Atexco’s high-end VEGA 8000DI (DTF) and MODEL X (dye-sublimation) in Japan. 
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Figure 40: Ichinose Booth 

 

Ink Vendors 

Dupont mainly promoted their pigment ink. However, with the continuous 

improvement of domestic pigment inks and price competition, Dupont's competitive 

advantage in color inks has gradually decreased. However, Dupont’s white ink--due to 

its unique whiteness and better adhesion--still has greater advantages than other local 

Chinese ink vendors. 

Figure 41: Dupont Booth  

 

Hongsam (local Chinese ink vendor from Henan province) exhibited comprehensive 

application solutions including pigment, active, acid, and disperse inks. The price 

advantage was clear. 

Figure 42: Hongsam Booth  

 

  



 

ANALYSIS 

ITMA ASIA 2020 SHOW REVIEW 
 

 

  

P29 | © Keypoint Intelligence  

Chinese ink vendor Lanyu exhibited at the ITMA ASIA 2020. In addition to reactive, 

acid, and disperse inks, the focus for Lanyu was to promote pigment inks for new DTG 

devices. Due to the new type of DTG device design, pigment ink does not require 

strong adhesiveness. Because of the easier ink development, ink cost has dropped 

further. Pigment ink price for this type of new DTG device is around 100-120 RMB/liter--

much cheaper than international branded ink prices. 

Figure 43: Lanyu Booth 
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Opinion 

Looking at the ITMA ASIA 2020 from a digital textile printing point of view, Chinese local 

vendors--in particular, Atexco, Homer (Hanglory group) and Hopetech--are 

showcasing their momentum. Local Chinese vendors have already dominated the 

entry and mid segment of DTF and are now focusing on high-end DTF market. The 

prices are very competitive, and the quality has been improving. It is getting tougher 

for international vendors to penetrate the Chinese market, and Chinese print vendors 

are now exporting more outside China with the improved print quality. 

It is still yet to be determined how effectively Epson will penetrate the markets with their 

I3200 and S3200 heads. Kyocera heads historically have dominated the DTF market, 

and now Epson is hoping to increase their share.  

Single-pass seemed to be challenging at this time. Many vendors who showed single-

pass in the previous show did not bring the device at all. The print quality has been 

challenging for textile producers to justify the spending. 

Keypoint Intelligence will continuously watch the market trends and demands as the 

China textile market continues to expand. Stay tuned for additional reports later in the 

year. 
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custom consulting projects, strategy and planning 
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years’ experience in the textile manufacturing and embellishing 

industries.  

Peter Pan 

Industry Consultant – 

China 

 

Peter Pan is the consultant partner in China. As consultant, Pan 

covers China production printing market research and analysis, 

in particular, wide format printing, textile and direct to garment 

and packaging areas. He is responsible for conducting multiple 

primary research studies annually both on a custom basis and as 

part of Keypoint Intelligence’s syndicated research.  

Sei Asanuma 
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Sei Asanuma is a representative researcher at Keypoint 

Intelligence’s Tokyo office. Since joining the company in 2009, 
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consulting projects. A native speaker of Chinese and Japanese, 

Sei received her MBA Degree at SUNY Albany. 

Toru Yamauchi 

Director and Head 

of Asia Pacific 

  

Toru Yamauchi is responsible for Keypoint Intelligence’s Japan 

and Asia Pacific operations. Mr. Yamauchi is responsible for 

achieving revenue/profit goals on yearly basis for sales in the 

Asia Pacific region.  
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Download our mobile app to access to our complete service repository through your mobile 

devices.  
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believe that the sources of information on which our material is based are reliable and we have applied our best professional 

judgment to the data obtained. 
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