
View your ladybirds in our fun bug viewers, such as Critter Carnival and BugLand, 
or simply release them onto your plants!

When Your Ladybirds Arrive
Your ladybirds arrive in a postal container that you need to open immediately. The postal tube contains your ladybirds, some folded paper 
strips, and ladybird food. The enclosed food is enough for about a week, but you can supplement it with soaked raisins.

If viewing them in one of our fun bug viewers, such as Critter Carnival® or BugLand® before releasing them onto your plants, please follow 
the instructions below:

BugLand®  - remove the magnification cap. Use the pipette to put a few drops of water on the felt sponge in the middle of the crater. You’ll 
want to keep the sponge moist throughout the few days of observing – ladybugs love high humidity – but if you see standing water on the 
sponge, you’ve added too much.

Critter Carnival® - remove the dome of the Critter Carnival® and place a cotton ball or tissue soaked in water in the hole near the slide.  
Replace the dome and remove the magnification cap.

Now, you’re ready to add the ladybirds! 
Gently shake the ladybirds and food from the tube into your viewer. If some ladybirds stay in the tube, give the tube a tap or two with your 
finger to gently dislodge them. Now, replace the magnification cap.

Feeding and Watering Tips For Your Ladybirds
Your ladybirds have been sent with enough food for about a week, but they might like to have this food supplemented.  Soak 1 or 2 raisins in 
water for about 5 minutes. Blot them dry on a paper towel. Now cut them in half and drop them into the viewer. If you have plant leaves with 
aphids or whitefly on them, you can put these into the viewer. Ladybirds love to eat aphids. 

BugLand® includes a pippette.  Use the pipette to drip two to three drops of fresh water onto the
watering pad inside the BugLand’s mountain crater every other day. If using the Critter Carnival® soak a tissue with water.  Remove the 
magnification cap and slightly squeeze the tissue to drip water onto the tissue/cotton you have already placed in the viewer.  You may find it 
easier to tip the Critter Carnival so that the water can drip straight down onto the tissue.  

This will give the ladybirds some extra water to drink. Don’t overwater! The ladybirds don’t need a pond! Standing water can drown the 
ladybugs. Just keep the sponge or tissue moist. If you see that the watering pad is moist, skip a day of watering. If you see fog, condensation, 
or water droplets form on the sides of the viewer, do not add any water until it has dried.

Don’t let your ladybirds get too hot, or allow your viewer to sit in direct sunlight. For instance, you’d never want to leave it on a window sill, 
outdoors or in a car.

Releasing Your Ladybirds
Take your viewer outdoors, remove the dome, and let your ladybirds fly. If you want your ladybirds to stay in your backyard or garden, the 
morning is the best time to release them there. 
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The Ladybug Life Cycle: Egg, Larva, Pupa, Adult
Ladybirds start life as eggs (which came first, the ladybird or the egg?). Ladybugs 
lay their eggs on the underside of leaves, in groups of 10 to 15, usually near a 
food source like aphids or mites. The eggs are yellow or orange, and shaped like a 
capsule.

The larvae grow quickly and constantly search for food; shedding their skins, or 
molting, several times as they grow. And they grow quickly! They must eat a lot to 
store energy for the change that they’re about to undergo. The ladybird larvae will 
attach themselves to branches, fences, etc to begin the pupal stage of their lives. 
From here, they’ll curl up their bodies and spend a few days protected by an outer 
covering while they change shape within. 

The pupa may appear to be resting, but many changes are taking place inside!  
After approximately 5 days, adult ladybirds will come out of the pupae. At first, the 
adults will appear soft and pale, but after a few hours their exoskeletons will harden 
and their colors will brighten.

Questions & Answers
Q: How long does it take for my ladybirds to arrive?
Expect 1 to 3 weeks for delivery, although we try to deliver as quickly as possible. Dur-
ing seasons of extreme heat or cold, delays in shipping may be necessary to ensure the 
health and happiness of your larvae during their trip to you in the mail.
Q: How often should I water and feed the ladybirds?
See the “Feeding and Watering Tips for Your Adult Ladybirds” section in this booklet. 
Q: How long will my ladybirds live?
In the wild, they can live up to a year, but please release them after a few days of obser-
vation, so that they may lay their eggs outside.
Q: What are the spots I see on the inside of the Dome?
This is a bit of the fluid that ladybirds naturally exude. A sticky, stinky fluid comes 
from their feet, making them taste bad to their enemies.
Q: If I have a dead ladybird, what should I do?
We suggest leaving them in the habitat until you release all of the live ladybirds. If you 
try to remove the dead ladybirds, the live ladybirds may escape.
Q: I see no air holes in the BugLand®  or Critter Carnival® dome.
Can the insects breathe? Sure! The chamber contains more than enough air for their 
tiny lungs – think of it in human terms as a football stadium’s amount of air for 15 to 
20 people.
Q: Can I reuse the BugLand®  or Critter Carnival®?
Yes! Refill kits of live ladybirds are available on our website at www.insectlore.co.uk, 
or by calling the phone number below. You can also use the viewers to house other 
insects – just be sure to release them after a few hours of interesting observation.
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   Fascinating Ladybird Facts
Some Basic Information
• There are over 600 different kinds of 
    ladybird beetles.
• She is one of the most common 
 beneficial insects.
• Instead of using pesticides, some farmers 
    use ladybirds to eat the bad bugs in their 

fields; like aphids, mites and small 
    caterpillars. 
• Ladybirds can be white, yellow, pink, 
    orange, red & black.
• Their bright colouring is a way for them to 

tell birds that they aren’t good to eat.
• Some species of ladybirds have no spots 
    at all!

The Ladybirds’ Lifecycle
• Ladybirds lay their eggs one week after 

mating.
• Eggs are laid near aphids so the larvae have 

food to eat.

• One ladybird can lay 50 eggs in a day, and 
1,000 in her lifetime.

• The lifecycle of a ladybird (egg to adult) takes 
approximately 3 weeks.

• She looks like a small alligator in her larval 
stage – cute but not ladylike!

• After she’s born, her spots can take 12 hours 
to appear.

• Ladybirds go through 1 generation per year.
• Ladybirds hibernate during the Winter.

Adult Ladybug Facts
• She can eat up to 5,000 aphids in her 
 lifetime.
• She can secrete an odour to warn off 
 predators.
• Ladybirds have two pairs of wings.
• A ladybird uses her hind wings for flying; her 

front wings are hardened to protect her rear 
flying wings.

• Ladybirds clean themselves after eating.
• Ladybirds have six legs.

See More fun products at  www.insectlore.co.uk


