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From Mr. Barry Frechette

I wanted to say a word of thanks to all of you for coming to the screening of “Paper
Lanterns”. I wish I was there with you in person. But please know that I am, as well
as everyone involved in creating it, are there in spirit. It is an honor to share this story

with all of you.

When we set out to create this film, it was to document a story that few have known.
It’s themes are familiar, but the details of this story make it so different. It’s a story
about the terrible consequences of war, and the human toll that it takes on both sides of
any conflict. But, it is also a story about what one person can do, to make a difference.
What happens when someone shows compassion to another human, even in the most

unexpected circumstances.

When I think of what the Mori’s have done for the spirits and memories of 12
American POWs, I am reminded of a quote by Albert Pike:
“What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and

the world remains and is immortal.”

On May 27th, President Obama became the first sitting President to visit Hiroshima.
In the beautiful afternoon sun, Mr. Mori and the President embraced. I took great joy
in knowing that what the Mori’s have done for others, and the memories of 12 American
POWs, will be immortal.

This article was one of the reasons I decided to create this film. After understanding
the story of Normand Brissette, from his best friend, and the Normand’s family, I came
across this article in Stars and Stripes. It told the story of Mr. Mori, and showed a
picture of him visiting with the grandson of Harry Truman. I was captured by what
that meeting represented and captured by what Mr. Mori had done. And could not
understand why the rest of the world did not know.

That is why we did it.

Our humble thanks,

Barry, Carolyn, Max, Chad, Mai, Peter, and the entire Paper Lantern Family
http://www.stripes.com/news/unlikely-duo-meets-to-remember-hiroshima-victims-1.185
001
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