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12-05   PROGRESS REPORT 

 
1. TITLE: Technology Transfer of Jointed Goatgrass Research in the Western United 

States 
 
2. PERSONNEL: 
 Tony White Extension Coordinator KSU Agric. Research Center-Hays  
 Philip Westra Extension Weed Scientist Colorado State Univ., Ft. Collins 
 Steve Miller Extension Weed Scientist Univ. of Wyoming, Laramie 
 Drew Lyon Extension Crop Specialist Univ. of Nebraska, Scottsbluff 
 Dallas Peterson Extension Weed Scientist Kansas State Univ., Manhattan 
 Curt Thompson Extension Crop Specialist Kansas State Univ., Garden City 
 Case Medlin Extension Weed Scientist Oklahoma State Univ., Stillwater 
 Joe Yenish  Extension Weed Scientist Washington State Univ., Pullman 
 Dan Ball  Extension Weed Scientist Oregon State Univ., Pendleton 
 Don Morishita Extension Weed Scientist Univ. of Idaho., Twin Falls 
 Ralph Whitesides Extension Weed Scientist Utah State Univ., Logan 

Gaylon Morgan        Extension Small Grains Specialist Texas A&M Univ., College Station 
 
 COOPERATOR: 
 Phillip Stahlman      Weed Scientist KSU Agri. Research Center-Hays 
 
3. TIME LINE: Initiated  -  September 2003 
   Termination  -  Recommend Immediate Termination 
 
4. HYPOTHESIS:  Establishing a jointed goatgrass technology transfer program within each 

state included in the National Jointed Goatgrass Research Program will enhance jointed 
goatgrass information flow and provide producers a better understanding of the best 
management practices (BMPs) for their area. 
 

5. SUMMARY OF PROGRESS: 2003-2005: During the third year of this statewide 
technology transfer initiative, only two new jointed goatgrass related projects were reported 
in the 10 states involved in this technology transfer project.  Although state-specific projects 
may have included presenting jointed goatgrass related information at field days, grower 
meetings, or local conferences, none were reported as part of this project. Some state 
scientists participated in developing television and radio press releases, magazine and 
newspaper articles, field day handouts, or other written material used for jointed goatgrass 
education.  Although each state Extension Specialist operates a unique extension program, 
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the NJGRP Extension Coordinator feels that a different organizational method of distributing 
and allocating funds for technology transfer activities is necessary (see Section 11).   

  
6. OBJECTIVES:   

A. Develop and distribute information on jointed goatgrass and its management in 
winter wheat at field days, grower meetings, and crop scouting schools. 

B. Provide educational materials to extension agents/educators and crop consultants 
for their use in grower education activities.  

C. Provide producers with recent jointed goatgrass information through electronic or 
printed publication avenues.  

D. In 2005-2006, Jointed Goatgrass Management Workshops will be conducted in 
each of four designated regions including the Pacific Northwest, Intermountain 
States, Central Great Plains, and Southern Great Plains.  Each individual state will 
participate in workshop activities within their region.   

 
7. JUSTIFICATION:  The main goal of the National Jointed Goatgrass Research Program is 

to provide producers throughout the western United States with the most recent information 
regarding jointed goatgrass.  Over the past several years, scientists involved in the program 
have contributed valuable information regarding the biology, ecology, genetics, and control 
of jointed goatgrass.  Technology transfer has been strong in the past, but the extension 
aspect of the program must be taken to the next phase.  The next phase is designed to provide 
each state extension specialist listed in the proposal with the means to enhance jointed 
goatgrass information flow to producers, county extension personnel, and crop consultants.  
 

8. METHODS:   
All States.  During each of the first two years, travel funding will allow at least three grower 
meeting or field day presentations to present important jointed goatgrass information to 
producers within each state.  Personnel are strongly encouraged to make at least one 
presentation devoted entirely to jointed goatgrass research information.  In 2004-05, the 
Extension Coordinator will continue to present jointed goatgrass information to producers 
throughout each state and individual states will participate in a regional jointed goatgrass 
workshop for producers, crop consultants, and extension personnel. 

 
Washington.  Information on Clearfield wheat technology will be developed for Washington.  
Extension circulars, field day handouts, and electronic slide sets will be developed to 
demonstrate effective jointed goatgrass control practices.  Information pertaining to the 
effects of jointed goatgrass in spring cereal crops will also be distributed throughout the state.  

 
Idaho.  Various methods of technology transfer will be used to promote the initiative and 
educate producers about jointed goatgrass management in Idaho.  Various popular press 
articles and local news releases will be developed on jointed goatgrass management in this 
area.  Printed information on BMPs and other components included in controlling jointed 
goatgrass will also be developed. 
 
Oregon.  The introduction of Clearfield wheat has sparked the curiosity of many wheat 
producers who battle jointed goatgrass.  The Extension Coordinator and state Extension 
Weed Scientist will develop and distribute field day handouts and fact sheets on Clearfield 
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wheat issues including stewardship practices and resistance management strategies with 
respect to jointed goatgrass.  Printed information on BMPs and other components included in 
controlling jointed goatgrass will be supplied. 

 
Utah.  Producers in Utah generally accept information from electronic or printed sources 
better than a traditional county grower workshop format.  Jointed goatgrass extension 
activities in Utah will include the development of extension circulars or fact sheets, 
experiment station reports, and slide sets.  Electronic presentations will include PowerPoint 
and internet displays available to extension agents, consultants, and producers throughout the 
Intermountain Region.   
 
Wyoming.  Producers in Wyoming typically like to take home and review printed reference 
material for issues including jointed goatgrass control in winter wheat.  Fact sheets and field 
day supplements will be developed and used to provide producers with the necessary 
information required to implement their own jointed goatgrass management program.   
 
Nebraska.  Jointed goatgrass extension activities in Nebraska will include the development 
of extension circulars or fact sheets, PowerPoint presentations with speaker notes, and an 
internet picture library available to extension educators, consultants, and producers 
throughout Nebraska and the Central Great Plains Region. 
 
Colorado.  Fact sheets and field day handouts will be developed and distributed pertaining to 
wheat cropping systems throughout Colorado.  Additional printed information regarding 
jointed goatgrass BMPs will also be provided to local producers.  The utility of Clearfield 
wheat technology on jointed goatgrass control will be addressed in various technology 
transfer activities. 
 
Kansas.  Kansas State University Extension wheat schools were held on September 4, 2004 
in Clark County, Minneola, and Comanche County, Kansas.  Part of the program discussed 
Clearfield wheat and the use of Beyond (imazamox) to control jointed goatgrass and other 
troublesome weeds.  Research data from Hays and Manhattan were discussed. 
 
Clearfield wheat is popular among Kansas wheat producers who battle jointed goatgrass.  
The Extension Coordinator and two state Extension Scientists will continue to develop and 
distribute field day handouts and fact sheets on jointed goatgrass and Clearfield wheat issues.  
Printed information on BMPs and other components that can effectively reduce jointed 
goatgrass infestations will be supplied. 
 
Oklahoma.  Oklahoma wheat fields are infested with mixed populations of jointed goatgrass, 
feral rye, Italian ryegrass, cheat, rescuegrass, downy brome, Japanese brome, and wild oat.  
Control options of these weeds vary dramatically.  Therefore, managing these winter grasses 
is dependent on proper species identification.  To address this issue, a brief weed 
identification publication will be developed to assist producers and commercial applicators, 
throughout the growing season, with their weed identification needs.  The image filled 
publication will focus on the (1) key identifying characteristics at each growth stage of each 
weed and (2) control options for each weed.  Through proper identification, producers should 
better combat the jointed goatgrass problem in Oklahoma. 
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Fact sheets and field day handouts pertaining to continuous wheat systems and the effects of 
cattle grazing will be developed and distributed throughout Oklahoma.  Additional printed 
information regarding jointed goatgrass management will be supplied as requested by the 
state Extension Weed Scientist.  Information regarding Clearfield wheat technology will be 
developed and distributed as requested by the state specialist. 
 
Texas.  Texas was added to the proposal for FY 2005 to educate producers and others on 
jointed goatgrass management in Texas agricultural systems.  Objectives for jointed 
goatgrass technology transfer include presenting important data at field day and producer 
meetings.  Printed and online information on BMPs and Clearfield stewardship practices will 
be supplied.   
 

9. PROGRESS 2005:  Only a few jointed goatgrass activities were conducted and funded 
through this project.  Several comments directly to the Extension Coordinator were made 
during the past year stating that jointed goatgrass is an issue in a given area and needed to be 
discussed at meetings and similar events.  However, few activities took place.  I believe the 
underlying issue related to the lack of participation in this initiative is the current work load 
of the state extension scientists involved.  The view of the Extension Coordinator is that these 
scientists have a considerable time requirement for their own extension programs and cannot 
make room for additional jointed goatgrass activities. 

  
The following is a list of accomplishments in 2005:   

 
Washington:  Drs. Joe Yenish and Frank Young gave presentations on tillage and 
management issues related to jointed goatgrass control at the jointed goatgrass symposium as 
part of the PNW Grain Conference in Coeur d' Alene Idaho 
 
Idaho:  Dr. Don Morishita discussed the importance of crop rotation as part of the PNW 
Grain Conference in Coeur d' Alene Idaho. No additional presentations or extension activities 
related to jointed goatgrass were conducted.  
 
Oregon: No presentations or extension activities related to jointed goatgrass were conducted. 

 
Utah: No presentations or extension activities related to jointed goatgrass were conducted. 
 
 
Wyoming: No presentations or extension activities related to jointed goatgrass were 
conducted. 
 
Nebraska: Dr. Drew Lyon will present information at the Jointed Goatgrass Management 
session as part of the Cover Your Acres Winter Conference in Oberlin, KS (February 2, 
2006) related to jointed goatgrass management tools other than Clearfield technology or 
integrated management techniques.  
 
Colorado: No presentations or extension activities related to jointed goatgrass were 
conducted. 
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Kansas: Dr. Phil Stahlman will present information at the Jointed Goatgrass Management 
session as part of the Cover Your Acres Winter Conference in Oberlin, KS (February 2, 
2006) related to using integrated management techniques to control jointed goatgrass. Dr. 
Curtis Thompson will talk about using Clearfield wheat technology to manage jointed 
goatgrass.  Dr. Tony White will provide NJGRP background and history information and will 
serve as the moderator of the session.  The meeting is expected to draw around 250 attendees.  
 
Oklahoma: No presentations or extension activities related to jointed goatgrass were 
conducted. 
 
Texas: No presentations or extension activities related to jointed goatgrass were conducted. 
 

10. BUDGET: USDA CSREES Budget and justification pages for the third year are attached. 
Fiscal Year 2003 2004 2005 
Amount requested 18,000 20,000 20,000 
Amount received 18,000 20,000 0 

 
 

11. STATEMENT OF WORK TO BE CONDUCTED:  2006:  This project was initially 
funded to provide funds to state extension scientists to conduct jointed goatgrass related 
activities within their states.  These activities could include field day presentations, 
workshops, written bulletins or fact sheets, videos, or any other delivery method to help 
educate growers on jointed goatgrass management issues.  Although the extension 
coordinator plays a big role in overseeing state jointed goatgrass activities, the state scientists 
were to be responsible for providing input about what activities are needed in their area.  
Unfortunately, this cooperation has not been effective in moving the jointed goatgrass 
technology transfer program forward and few state activities have been conduced.  

 
Therefore, it is my (Tony White) recommendation that the project be terminated and 
remaining funds go back to the NJGRP to be redistributed to other projects.  A portion of the 
funds should be allocated directly to the new Extension Coordinator to conduct future 
technology transfer activities as requested by individuals. Placing the money under the 
Extension Coordinator umbrella will allow this person to have control over all tech transfer 
funds.  This arrangement would allow better utilization of funds and would not require direct 
input from scientists from individual states.  Therefore, eager state extension scientists would 
be able to receive funds for a project and those who wish to not participate would receive 
nothing.  


