
Step 5 Chords and Bass Notes Together 

 At this point, we begin to combine our previous exercises together. Playing 

the harmonies with our RH while playing the bass with our LH serves many 

different purposes. We are hearing the harmonies with the root motion which is 

great for progression recognition. We are also practicing our comping at the same 

time, so if we are to play this tune in a group we will easily be able to move around 

the harmonies and simply add some two-handed voicings. Practicing with the bass 

also allows us to hear what harmonies and voicings sound the best with the bass in 

the bottom. Sometimes, you will play a voicing that sounds decent in the middle 

register, but when you add the bass note to the equation, the voicing sounds 

terrible. By having the bass notes there as well, you can begin to hear exactly what 

the harmonic progressions are going to sound like. 

 

This is really where we start to hear the essence of the piece. Someone might 

actually be able to tell what you are playing at this point! (See below). 
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