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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR VERY OWN NATURE JOURNAL AND 
THANK YOU FOR BEING A FAN OF CLARK THE MOUNTAIN BEAVER! 

 
This Nature Journal has been designed to be printed out or copied as often as you need and to create as many new Nature Journals as 
you like.  The actual journaling pages are completed in two formats from which you can choose. One is colorfully laid out and the second 
is a simple white design. Depending on your taste and type of printer you have at home, you can pick which format you like best to fill your 
journal. 
 
For those of you just getting started, the first few pages explain: 

• The definitions of a mammal, bird, insect, reptile, plant, tree and flower. 
• A list of items to bring along with you when venturing out into nature for observing. 
• Guidelines as to what to look for in each species, be it a mammal, bird or plant. 

 
The outline of the holes at the top of each page are guides for you to use when punching holes in each page so that you can insert them 
into a binder or folder. 
 
Share your discoveries with me, I would LOVE to hear about them! If you haven’t already done so, LIKE my FB page and then share your 
findings at https://www.facebook.com/clarkthemountainbeaver/  or email me your discoveries or drawings to share on the website at 
clark@clarkthemountainbeaver.com.  To order the book Clark the Mountain Beaver and His Big Adventure!  visit my website at  
www.clarkthemountainbeaver.com. 

Okay! Now let’s go explore nature! 
  
                                   “BE A FRIEND TO LIFE’S WILD SIDE!”                                                                               Your Friend,  
                                                                                                                              Clark the Mountain Beaver     
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 This Nature Journal Belongs To:   
 
 Age: ___________   Grade:  ___________   I Live in:   
 

 Sightings recorded in this Journal were seen: 
   ☐ In my backyard      ☐ In my neighborhood      ☐ At a local park       ☐ Other:      

   ☐ On vacation to:   
 

 My FAVORITE thing about Nature is:    

   
 

 My FAVORITE: 

  Mammal:    Bird:   
  Insect:   Reptile:   

  Tree:   Flower:   
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DEFINITIONS: 
VERTEBRATE: A series of small bones forming the backbone. Example: Your spine! 
MAMMAL:  A warm-blooded vertebrate animal that often possess hair or fur, the female produces milk for the 
nourishment of the young; and typically the birth of living young. Examples: Squirrel, rabbit or deer.  
BIRD:  A warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrate that possess feathers, wings, and beak and typically are able to fly. 
Examples: Robin, crow or duck. 
INSECT: A very small animal with a hard covering over its body. Most insects have a body that is divided into three 
parts, have three pairs of legs, and one or two pairs of wings. Examples: Ant, butterfly or bee. 
REPTILE: A cold-blooded animal that breathes air and usually has skin covered with scales, and typically lays soft-
shelled eggs on land. Examples: Snake, lizard or turtle. 
PLANTS: A large group of living things that use sunlight to make their own food. Most plants have leaves, stems, 
roots and either flowers or cones. Examples: Tree, cactus or fern. 
TREE: A long-lived woody plant that has a single tall main stem or trunk with branches coming out of its trunk. 
Examples: Cedar, apple or willow. 
FLOWER: The part of a plant that is often brightly colored with petals, usually lasts a short time, and from which the 
seed or fruit develops.  Examples: Tulip, daisy or dandelion. 
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ITEMS TO BRING ALONG WITH YOU: 
  ☐   Journal         ☐   Pencil        ☐   Patience        ☐   Your Quiet Voice        ☐   Binoculars (if you have them but not necessary) 
 ☐ Small Plastic Bag (to use when you collect your nature treasures such as leaves, pinecones, rocks, shells or colorful leaves!)   

èèè Always watch animals from a distance and stay as quiet as possible! ççç 
 

 
 

GUIDELINES OF WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHEN MAKING YOUR OBSERVATIONS: 
MAMMALS, INSECTS, REPTILES: 
★ What type of tail, if any, does the animal have?  
★ Are there any special markings or patterns in the fur?      
★ How big is the animal?            
★ What sounds, if any, did the animal make? 
★ What type of habitat did you see this animal in? 
★ Was the animal seen during the day or evening?  
★ How many legs, if it was an insect, does it have? 
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GUIDELINES OF WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHEN MAKING YOUR OBSERVATIONS (CONTINUED): 
 

BIRDS:  
★ What are the color patterns or markings on its head?  
★ Are there any special markings around its eye?  
★ What type of beak does it have?  
★ What is the coloring or markings of its underparts or belly?  
★ What is the color pattern or markings of its upperparts or rump, wingbars or tail feathers? 
★ What sound or song, if any, did the bird make? 
★ Did the bird prefer the ground or a branch?    
 
PLANTS: 
★  What type of plant is it? 
★  Does it have flowers or pinecones? 
★  What are the shape of its leaves or needles? 
★ Does it stay green all year long or does it drop its leaves? 
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DATE & TIME: _______________________________         WEATHER:   

 
Today I observed  _________________________________ 
It was __________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

 What color or special markings does it have? 
 
 
 
 

Creative Space (Draw or Write about what you saw): 

 
 What does it sound like? 

 
 

 

 
 

 Other Observations: 
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