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2300 MAIN ST., SUITE 100 

KANSAS CITY, MO 64108 
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KCMBA, Two Pershing Sq.,

2300 Main St., Suite 100,

Kansas City, MO 64108.
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a map. 
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more prior to the start of an event 
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the full amount of the fees paid which 

will be valid for one year from the date 

of the event. 
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days after the event date. 

Special accommodations may be 
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(816) 474-4322 prior to the program
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 KCMBA.org

A KCMBA CLE opportunity made possible, in part, through a generous endowment from Davis, Bethune & Jones, LLC. 

A Judicial Roundtable Discussion: Discovery 
Practice in Civil Cases 
Developed with the KCMBA Business Litigation Committee 

Friday, October 12, 2018 • 12:00 – 1:15 PM 

KCMBA Conference Center 

Credit: Missouri – 1.5 / Kansas – 1.5 

Cost: KCMBA Member - $45 / Non-Member - $80 

DESCRIPTION 

Join us for a judicial roundtable discussion of issues facing lawyers and the 
judges who routinely handle business litigation matters. The roundtable 
format will provide an opportunity to discuss trends noted by the court in 
disputes involving written discovery and deposition practice, including 
challenges presented by e-discovery issues; methods for streamlining the 
resolution of discovery disputes, including the use of special masters, and 
including a discussion of attorney practices the court finds helpful and 
unhelpful in the process; and whether our local rules contribute to or 
detract from the prompt resolution of disputes, and should any of them be 
revised. 

SCHEDULE 

11:30 AM Check-in and Lunch 
12:00 PM Seminar  
1:15 PM Adjourn 

MODERATOR 

Stephen W. Nichols, The Nichols Law Firm, LLC 

JUDICIAL ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS 

Hon. Cory L. Atkins 
Hon. S. Margene Burnett 
Hon. Charles H. McKenzie 
Hon. George E. Wolf 
Hon. J. Dale Youngs 
16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson County 

*Course materials will be provided in electronic format only and are accessible with

your laptop, tablet or other mobile device during the event. Final course materials will be
sent via email when size permits and posted prior to the event at kcmba.org.

Parking will be validated at the event. **On-site registrations are welcome; however, 

seating and/or meals cannot be guaranteed unless you pre-register. 

http://kcmba.org/legal-education/cle-calendar/
https://www.kcmba.org/parking
https://www.kcmba.org/


USpeaker Biographies 

 

Hon. S. Margene Burnett, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri  

S. Margene Burnett was appointed as Circuit Judge in November 2013 by Governor Jay Nixon.   Prior to 
her appointment to Division 7, Judge Burnett was appointed Deputy Commissioner -- Probate Division in 
2003 by the judges of the 16th Judicial Circuit in Jackson County. 

1TJudge Burnett is a life-long Kansas City area resident. She has practiced law in Jackson County since 
1987.  Judge Burnett started her career as an associate with Morris & Larson and later Hillix, Brewer, 
Hoffhaus, Whittaker & Wright. In 1995, Judge Burnett began her own practice. Immediately prior to her 
appointment to the Probate Court, Judge Burnett served as Respondent's Counsel for the mentally ill 
and adults who are alleged to be incompetent and incapacitated. Judge Burnett is a graduate of the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. She earned her Bachelors degrees in magazine 
journalism and political science from the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
 

 

Hon. Cory L. Atkins, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri 

Judge Cory L. Atkins was appointed as Associate Circuit Judge on March 16, 2018, by Governor Eric R. 
Greitens. 

Judge Atkins began his career as an Assistant Attorney General for the State of Missouri, and later 
served as a law clerk to the Honorable Zel M. Fischer at the Supreme Court of Missouri. After clerking, 
Judge Atkins engaged in a nationwide trial practice that focused on cases involving negligence and 
products liability. In addition to his trial work, Judge Atkins handled over 100 appeals, including cases in 
all three districts of the Missouri Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court of Missouri, the 8th Circuit Court 
of Appeals, the Kansas Court of Appeals, and the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 



Judge Atkins was born and raised in Jackson County, Missouri. He attended Independence Public 
Schools. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Rockhurst University and his law degree from the 
University of Missouri at Kansas City. Judge Atkins is an Eagle Scout. 

 

Hon. Charles H. McKenzie, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri 

Governor Jay Nixon appointed Charles H. “Chip” McKenzie as a Circuit Court Judge in June, 2011. He 
earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from Cardinal Newman College in 1985 and his 
law degree from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law in 1988 where he served as the 
President of the Student Bar Association. Judge McKenzie was a shareholder of The Accurso Law Firm in 
Kansas City, Missouri from 1993 until his appointment to the bench. Prior to that he served as an 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Jackson County, Missouri from 1988 through 1993 where he also 
served as a Trial Team Leader in the Sex Crimes Trial Team from 1991 through 1993. 

 

Stephen W. Nichols, The Nichols Law Firm, LLC 

Steve is the sole member of a civil trial practice firm with emphasis in areas of business and commercial 
litigation, real estate transactions and litigation, personal injury and insurance litigation, plaintiff 
workers’ compensation litigation and employment disputes and litigation. As a practicing attorney with 
37 years of experience in both state and federal court, Steve focuses on achieving practical results for 
his individual and small business clients in the most efficient and cost-effective manner possible. At the 
same time, Steve has enjoyed serving on numerous committees of the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar 
Association since his admission to the bar in 1980, and has assisted in the development and 
presentation of numerous seminars for the KCMBA and other local bar associations. 



 

 

Hon. George E. Wolf, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri 

George E.Wolf was appointed as circuit judge of Division 11 on August 16, 2017.  At the time of his 
appointment, Judge Wolf was a partner with the law firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon where he had more 
than 30 years of experience litigating complex civil cases. Many of the cases he litigated involved 
engineering or technical issues. He chaired the firm’s division of 200 general litigation attorneys for eight 
years, and served four terms on the firm’s executive committee. In 2016, Wolf received the firm’s 
Mosaic Award in recognition of his efforts to advance diversity and inclusion at the firm. 

1TWhile in private practice, Judge Wolf was very involved in civic organizations. He served 10 years on the 
Board of Commissioners of the Kansas City Port Authority, including four years as chairman. He also 
served on the boards of the Downtown Council of Kansas City and the Kansas City Streetcar 
Transportation Development District. In 2015, Ingram’s Magazine recognized him as one of the “50 
Missourians You Should Know." 1T 
 
1TJudge Wolf earned a law degree from Northwestern University in 1986, and a Bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1983. 
 

 

Hon. J. Dale Youngs, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri 



Judge J. Dale Youngs was appointed in April 2009 by Governor Jay Nixon. Judge Youngs received his 
bachelor's degree in journalism from the University of Missouri-Columbia and his J.D. degree from the 
University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Law where he was a member of the school's national moot 
court team and a recipient of the American College of Trial Lawyers Medal for Excellence in Trial 
Advocacy. 

1TJudge Youngs began his legal career in 1989 with the Kansas City law firm of Spradley & Riesmeyer. 
From 1996 to 2002, he served as an Assistant Missouri Attorney General, prosecuting civil and criminal 
consumer fraud cases as well as internet and other computer-related crimes. During that time, he 
served as the chief of the office's High Technology and Computer Crime Unit, and as Chief Counsel for 
the Western Region. In 2002 Judge Youngs joined what is now known as Husch Blackwell LLP where, 
until his appointment to the bench, he practiced in the fields of business and commercial litigation, 
white collar criminal defense and government affairs. 
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