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President

developments in law and policy, with an emphasis on topics of local and regional import;

Rebecca D. Martin ........................................ rmartin@mcdowellrice.com | (816) 753-5400

encouraging dialogue among attorneys in the private, public, and non-profit sectors;

President-Elect

fostering relationships between regulators and the regulated community; and building

Jared A. Rose .........................................................jared@roselawkc.com | (816) 221-4335

collaborative relationships with local law schools to inspire future environmental and

Secretary/Treasurer

energy leaders. The committee will promote this mission by aspiring to sponsor and

Andrew D. Wimmer........................................... awimmer@jackhenry.com | (913) 341-3434

co-sponsor CLE accredited programs and networking events for members with local

Immediate Past President

universities, industry, and other interested parties, with committee leadership meetings

Michelle Worrall Tilton .................. mwtilton@mediariskconsultants.com | (913) 909-9419

monthly or as needed.

Senior Member-at-Large
Bryan E. Meyer............................................................ bemeyer@shb.com | (816) 559-2165

Andrew C. Brought, Chair - abrought@spencerfane.com | (816) 474-8100

Junior Member-at-Large

Media Law

William DeBauche ............................................ bdebauche@brlawkc.com | (816) 292-7005

This committee, upon approval of the Board of Directors, plans and arranges from time to
time a regional meeting for members of the legal and journalism professions to promote

Kansas City is an innovative and entrepreneurial community.
For 2019, the Business Law Section is committed to providing
creative, collaborative, and diverse resources and is determined
to reach out to all its members. Leadership is open to any
new ideas from members as well as community leaders.
Opportunities for groups to interact and learn from each other
will be of continued focus.
— Rebecca Martin, Business Law Section President

Business Transactional Law
This committee’s focus is business transactional law, which includes entity formation,

a better understanding between both professions, to develop favorable public opinion
and a more thorough public understanding of our legal system. These objectives are
to be carried out by initiating a dignified informational program designed to reach and
inform the individual local lawyers. The committee assists KCMBA with publicizing public
service activities of KCMBA and individual lawyers to increase public acceptance of
lawyers, obtains information concerning proposed legislation relating to the conduct of
the business of the courts, county officers or laws, and generally examines and considers
such proposed legislation.
Anna Napolitan, Chair - anna.napolitan@axiscapital.com | (816) 292-7209

mergers and acquisitions, risk management/insurance, employee benefits, network

Patent/Trademark/Copyright

security, and contract negotiations/best practices. The committee also focuses on

This committee holds periodic meetings to discuss recent IP decisions as well as to

corporate due diligence and disclosures pursuant to securities laws and regulations.

discuss IP cases concerning local businesses or IP cases filed in local courts. This

Andrew J. Dockter, Co-Chair - ajdockter@lewisricekc.com | (816) 421-2500

committee also plans continuing legal education programs, including a spring seminar on

Mark E. McFarland, Co-Chair - mmcfarland@wallacesaunders.com | (913) 752-5545

Trademark and Copyright law and a fall seminar on Patent law.

Construction Law

Mary Jane Peal, Chair - mpeal@shb.com | (816) 474-6550
John R. Bednarz, Co-Vice Chair - jbednarz@polsinelli.com | (816) 360-4382

This committee holds periodic meetings to encourage camaraderie among its members,

Kristine L. Kappel, Co-Vice Chair - kris.kappel@huschblackwell.com |

and discusses new state and federal legislation court decisions affecting construction law

(816) 983-8373

practice and presents seminars on new developments in this area.
Scott Grier, Chair - sgrier@rousefrets.com | (913) 387-1600

Real Estate Law

Philip Albrecht, Vice Chair - palbrecht@rousepc.com | (913) 387-1600

This committee considers the law and procedures pertaining to real property and promotes

Corporate House Counsel
This committee develops communication between corporate house counsel and outside
counsel, focusing on topics of common interest.
Andrew D. Wimmer, Chair - awimmer@jackhenry.com | (913) 341-3434

its fair and just administration; studies and reports to the Board of Directors any proposed,
necessary or desirable legislation; and promotes legal education of members of KCMBA
and the public on real property law.
William B. Moore, Chair - wmoore@whitegoss.com | (816) 753-9200
Patricia R. Jensen, Vice Chair - pjensen@whitegoss.com | (816) 502-4723

Environment & Energy Law

Sports and Entertainment Law

This committee seeks to advance the fields of environmental and energy law by exploring

This committee keeps up to date on current developments in the law affecting amateur,
collegiate, and professional sports and the entertainment field. The committee
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disseminates that information by way of continuing legal education programs, periodic
meetings, and any other appropriate methods. The committee involves lawyers in private
practice and those who work for organizations in the sports or entertainment field.

Katrina L. Smeltzer, Co-Chair - ksmeltzer@sandbergphoenix.com | (816) 627-5332

The committee encourages the development of sports and entertainment law practice by

R. Todd Ehlert, Co-Vice Chair - tehlert@polsinelli.com | (816) 364-2117

appropriate activities designed to widen understanding of the field and its

Chris C. Tillery, Co-Vice Chair - ctillery@sb-kc.com | (816) 421-4460

practice opportunities.
William C. Odle, Chair - wodle@mcdowellrice.com | (816) 753-5400

Court Procedures and Practice

Corby Jones, Vice Chair - cjones@mcdowellrice.com | (816) 753-5400

This committee considers all matters involving the circuit court, observing the practical

Tax Law
This committee considers the laws and procedures pertaining to federal, state and local

working of the state and federal courts, both civil and criminal, and the working of our
judicial system; collects information on the subjects relating to the improvement of same
and the administration of the law.

taxation; promotes its fair and just administration; studies and reports upon proposed,

William C. Hopkins, Chair - william@whopkinslegalservices.com | (816) 421-7900

necessary, or desirable legislation; and promotes legal education to members of KCMBA

Catherine D. Singer, Co-Vice Chair - catherines@germanmay.com | (816) 471-7700

and the public on taxation law.

Jeremy M. Suhr, Co-Vice Chair - jeremy@boulware-law.com | (816) 492-2826

William K. Schmidt, Chair - schmidtw@klsinc.org - (913) 279-4213
Ashley N. Minton, Co-Vice Chair - ashley.minton@huschblackwell.com |

Labor and Employment Law

(816) 983-8292

This committee supports the just and lawful administration of workplace laws through

Benjamin L. Tompkins, Co-Vice Chair - btompkins@gravesgarrett.com |

programs and activities designed to educate and train attorneys and other interested

(816) 256-3181

parties about substantive, procedural, and practical considerations in a manner reflecting
the concerns, interests, and positions of both employees and employers. Additionally, the

Civil Litigation Section

committee strives to develop goodwill and positive relationships among KCMBA members
practicing in this area of law.

President

Amy L. Coopman, Co-Chair - acoopman@fwpclaw.com | (816) 472-7474

Andy Russell .......................................... andy@cramerandersonlaw.com | (816) 607-7130

Michael L. Matula, Co-Chair - michael.matula@ogletree.com | (816) 471-1301

President-Elect

Garret M. Hodes, Co-Vice Chair - garret@hodeslawfirm.com | (816) 931-1718

Stephen R. Miller ....................................... smiller@millerschirger.com | (816) 561-6500

Jason Kotlyarov, Co-Vice Chair - jkotlyarov@anwjpc.com | (816) 421-5788

Secretary/Treasurer
Daniel L. McClain ........................................... dlm@danmcclainlaw.com | (816) 523-4667

Medical-Legal/Nursing Home Negligence

Immediate Past President

This committee provides a common meeting ground for those members of KCMBA who

Jessica M. Agnelly............................................... jessica@wendtlaw.com | (816) 531-4415

are engaged in representing clients in medical malpractice litigation, and studies proposed

Senior Member-at-Large

medical malpractice legislation; encourages members of the association involved with

Nikola S. Smith ................................................. nikola.smith@kcmo.org | (816) 513-3100

medical malpractice litigation to meet and confer upon various problems; and reports

Junior Member-at-Large

any recommendations to KCMBA, as may be considered to be useful, in the practice and

Edward ‘Kip’ Robertson III ..............................krobertson@bflawfirm.com | (913) 266-2300

development of medical malpractice law.

Appellate Practice

Ashley L. Ricket, Co-Chair - ashley@ricketlaw.com | (816) 895-9090
John S. Rollins, Co-Chair - john@therollinslawfirm.com | (816) 531-2277

The Appellate Practice Committee strives to clarify and explain the appellate process

T.J. Preuss, Co-Vice Chair - tjpreuss@tjplawfirm.com | (816) 307-2788

(civil and criminal, state and federal) through its programs and work for experienced

Brent G. Wright, Co-Vice Chair - bwright@hab-law.com | (816) 421-0700

appellate practitioners and attorneys new to appellate litigation alike. Committee members
monitor developments in case law and amendments to procedural rules and statutes,

Torts Law

present appellate institutes and other educational programming, and link practitioners with

This committee studies and considers matters in the field of tort and negligence law, except

the appellate judiciary.

in the area of Workers’ Compensation Law, in both state and federal jurisdictions.

Anthony W. Bonuchi, Co-Chair - anthony@bonuchilaw.com | (816) 944-3232

Aaron M. House, Chair - aaron@houselawkc.com | (816) 875-4260

Adam S. Davis, Co-Chair - adavis@wcllp.com | (816) 701-1100

Patricia Campbell, Co-Vice Chair - tricia@lelaw.com | (660) 259-6175

Landon Magnusson, Vice Chair - lmagnusson@withersbrant.com | (816) 781-4788

Larry D. Wright, Co-Vice Chair - larry@criterionlc.com | (816) 897-0554

Business Litigation

Workers’ Compensation Law and Procedures

The committee promotes and enhances the business litigation practice of its members who

This committee considers the practice and procedure before the division, commission,

litigate in all areas impacting business enterprises by building relationships, providing

and courts and collects and distributes information concerning the developments of

hands-on mentorship opportunities, offering practice-specific continuing legal education

compensation law and administration thereof to members of KCMBA.

courses, and recommending changes to current law. The committee accomplishes its

Kevin M. Johnson, Chair - kjohnson@wallacesaunders.com | (913) 888-1000

mission through social events, member recruitment and instruction, and

Anemarie Mura, Co-Vice Chair - amura@sqlawkc.com | (816) 421-4488

subcommittee involvement.

Alex Russell, Co-Vice Chair - alex@cramerandersonlaw.com | (816) 607-7130

Michael P. Schaefer, Co-Chair - mschaefer@schleelaw.com | (816) 931-3500
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Criminal Law Section

Secretary/Treasurer
R. Travis Willingham ...................................twillingham@jacksongov.org | (816) 881-3355

President

Immediate Past President

Zachary R. Thompson .........................zachary.thompson@claycopa.com | (816) 736-8300

G. Gabriel Zorogastua ..................................gzorogastua@polsinelli.com | (816) 374-0537

President-Elect

Senior Member-at-Large

Jeffrey Q. McCarther ....................................jeffrey.mccarther@usdoj.gov | (816) 426-3122

Ashley M. Barton .............................................ashley.barton@kcmo.org | (816) 513-3158

Secretary/Treasurer

Junior Member-at-Large

Jane Francis .................................jane@francislawofficellc.com | (816) 436-3100 Ext. 211

Marcus McLaughlin....................................mclaughlin4you@gmail.com | (913) 281-7707

Immediate Past President
John G. Gromowsky .......................... jgromowsky@gromowsky-law.com | (816) 842-1130
Senior Member-at-Large
Ruth K. Russell...............................................ruth.russell@mspd.mo.gov | (816) 889-2099
Junior Member-at-Large
Tracy L. Spradlin ...........................................tracy@spradlinkennedy.com | (816) 768-6900
The Criminal Law Section is dedicated to bringing CLE and
networking opportunities to our members. Our Section is
made up of the Municipal and Criminal Law Committees.
Membership in the Section includes municipal, state and
federal prosecutors, private attorneys, and public defenders.
Please join us if you would like to keep up to date on the newest
developments in criminal and municipal law and meet other
attorneys who practice in these areas.
— Zachary Thompson, Criminal Law Section President

Criminal Law
This committee studies the criminal laws and procedures in the courts of state and federal

The KCMBA Diversity Section looks forward to promoting
diversity in the Kansas City legal profession by advocating for
proper representation, addressing procedural barriers unique to
diverse attorneys, and raising awareness of legal issues pertinent
to its diverse members. We will continue to collaborate with
local diversity bar associations, law firms, and law schools to
provide networking and educational opportunities for current
and aspiring lawyers throughout the year. We are also thrilled
to host the Second Annual Unity Reception to honor the Sly James Diversity and
Inclusion Award and host the 15th Annual Heartland Diversity Legal Job Fair.
— Henry Thomas, Diversity Section President

Diversity Education
This committee develops CLE activities as it also identifies and implements other
learning opportunities of benefit to section members and other KCMBA members for the
advancement of diversity issues. The committee’s work focuses on the practical aspects
of ways diversity issues in legal practice can be appreciated, anticipated, recognized and
fully utilized.

jurisdictions and all other practices in said courts relating thereto; makes recommendations

Seema Chawla, Co-Chair - seema.chawla@finra.org | (816) 802-4712

to the Board of Directors for corrective legislation or procedure changes; and, assists the

Gillian Ruddy Wilcox, Co-Chair - gwilcox@aclu-mo.org | (816) 470-9938

Board of Directors in having these laws passed or procedures adopted by the appropriate

Johnda R. Boyce, Vice Chair - johndaboyce@gmail.com

body.
JoEllen Flanagan Engelbart, Co-Chair - jengelbart@jacksongov.org |

Heartland Diversity Legal Job Fair

(816) 881-4618

This committee plans and organizes the annual Heartland Diversity Legal Job Fair (HDLJF).

Hallie Leigh Williams, Co-Chair - hwilliams@jacksongov.org | (816) 881-4407

The committee consists of no more than ten members appointed by the KCMBA President.

Michelle Lynn Cocayne, Co-Vice Chair - michelle.cocayne@claycopa.com |

Matthew DePaz, Co-Chair - mdepaz@shb.com | (816) 474-6550

(816) 736-8377

Whitney Fay, Co-Chair - whitney.fay@ago.mo.gov | (816) 889-5000

Joshuah W. Peter, Co-Vice Chair - josh@solomonandpeter.com | (816) 800-9529

Municipal Court

Membership and Social
This committee plans and coordinates social activities that allow section members to

This committee considers all matters involving the municipal courts, observing the

network with each other as they celebrate and enhance their work together. Additionally, the

practical workings of the courts, both civil and criminal, and the workings of our judicial

committee is attentive to ways to get others involved and interacts with diverse groups to

system; collects information on the subjects relating to the improvement of same and the

help bring people together on a less formal basis.

administration of the law.

Jared D. Bustamante, Co-Chair - jbustamante@jacksongov.org | (816) 881-3538

Monica J. Smith, Chair - monica.smith@kcmo.org | (816) 513-6756

Marcus McLaughlin, Co-Chair - mclaughlin4you@gmail.com | (913) 281-7707

Garrett Solomon, Vice Chair - garrett@solomonandpeter.com | (816) 800-9529

Callie Raitinger, Vice Chair - callie.pippin@gmail.com | (816) 256-3181

President

Diversity Section

Diversity Recruitment and Retention
As this committee works on membership recruitment and retention to help facilitate and
advance the work of the Diversity Section, it also provides an even greater focus for the

Henry J. Thomas ............................................. hthomas@polsinelli.com | (816) 753-1000

section’s work. In those endeavors, the committee works, in conjunction with the Education

President-Elect

Committee, to help advance awareness of resources that can assist in creating and

James A. Breckenridge ...............................jbreckenridge@levycraig.com | (816) 474-8181

maintaining inclusive environments.
Sharon L. Ivy, Co-Chair - sharon.ivy@stinson.com | (816) 691-3357

SECTIONS & COMMITTEES
Kendall Seal, Co-Chair - kendall@womens-foundation.org | (816) 988-2006
J. Toji Calabro, Vice Chair - calabro@stuevesiegel.com | (816) 714-7100

Family and the Law
Section

Crissy L. Del Percio, Co-Chair - cdelpercio@lawmo.org | (816) 474-6750
Erin L. Mayfield Craig, Co-Chair - emayfieldcraig@orrf-law.com - (816) 229-8121
Jennipher M.C. Hawkins, Vice Chair - ennipher.hawkins@courts.mo.gov |
(816) 881-3000

President

Probate and Estate Planning

Tiffany A. McFarland................................tmcfarland@mcdowellrice.com | (816) 753-5400

The purpose of this committee is to 1) study and develop projects in and connected with a)

President-Elect

the administration of justice in courts having probate jurisdiction in Missouri and Kansas,

Lisa A. Hansen..................................................... lisa@lahansenlaw.com | (816) 686-1358

b) tax matters related to the administration of probate estates, conservatorships and trusts,

Secretary/Treasurer

c) assist clients in planning for handling of their financial affairs in the event of disability

Samantha L. Shepherd .......................samantha@shepherdelderlaw.com | (913) 333-3533

and transfer of their assets to beneficiaries during their lifetime or at their deaths, d) assist

Immediate Past President

clients in planning for personal disability and disability of family members, including

Jennifer Oswald Brown ....................................... jobrown@orrf-law.com | (816) 229-8121

termination of life support systems, e) plan for transfer of assets outside of probate and f)

Domestic Member-at-Large

assist concerning persons needing service in the foregoing areas who are not otherwise able

Stacey K. Wullschleger...................................... stacey@fisherlawkc.com | (816) 471-7008

to obtain such services; 2) study and recommend through the Board of Directors proposed

Juvenile Member-at-Large

legislative enactments designed to improve the administration of justice in all areas to which

Darren E. Korte ....................................................dkorte@courts.mo.gov | (816) 435-4755

this committee relates; 3) plan and present seminars for KCMBA in all areas to which this

Probate Member-at-Large

committee relates, including matters of ethical considerations; and 4) develop appropriate

Maureen Lester ................................... maureen@shepherdelderlaw.com | (913) 333-3533

means of educating the public in the areas of the law to which this committee relates.
Alice M. Haseltine, Chair - ahaseltine@kwm-law.com | (816) 792-8300

The Family and the Law Section encompasses three active subcommittees all of which are committed to improving the practice
of law, serving their members and giving back to the legal
community as a whole. The section’s committees work to offer
relevant and practical meeting topics and innovative CLE’s, all
while providing a supportive environment for collaboration and
networking with colleagues. The Family and the Law Section is
the perfect place to get more involved in the legal community
and grow your practice.
— Tiffany McFarland, Family and the Law Section President

Domestic Law

Sam Burnett, Co-Vice Chair - sam.burnett@midwesttrust.com | (913) 663-0818
Rochelle B. Falk, Co-Vice Chair - rfalk@kwm-law.com | (816) 792-8300

Federal Courts Advocates
Section
President
Rachel E. Schwartz .....................................schwartz@stuevesiegel.com | (816) 714-7125
President-Elect
Matthew Lee Dameron ......................................matt@williamsdirks.com | (816) 945-7110

This committee includes the study and consideration of all substantive laws of state and

Secretary/Treasurer

federal jurisdictions concerning the family, juveniles, divorce, separate maintenance,

Ashlea G. Schwarz .................................................. ashlea@paulllp.com | (816) 984-8100

adoption and other laws thereto related. Recommendations for changes in the common or

Immediate Past President

statutory law shall be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval.

Casey Tourtillott .............................. casey_tourtillott@ksd.uscourts.gov | (913) 735-2340
Senior Member-at-Large

The committee also serves as liaison with the courts dealing in the area of family law,

Angela D. Gupta ................................. angela_gupta@ksd.uscourts.gov | (913) 735-2308

assisting them in their administrative problems and serving as a sounding board for any

Senior Member-at-Large

suggestions in procedure and legislative acts.

Brad T. Wilders ........................................... wilders@stuevesiegel.com | (816) 714-7126

Robert E. Gordon, Co-Chair - robert@gordonlawkc.com | (816) 569-6925

Junior Member-at-Large

Amanda B. Kivett, Co-Chair - amanda@kivettlaw.com | (816) 942-1900

Jeffrey Q. McCarther ................................. jeffrey.mccarther@usdoj.gov | (816) 426-3122

Laura McFarland, Co-Vice Chair - lmcfarland@lawmo.org | (816) 474-6750

Junior Member-at-Large

Sandy A. Norris, Co-Vice Chair - sandy@lnslawkc.com | (816) 524-3838

Matthew N. Sparks .............................................matt.sparks@usdoj.gov | (816) 426-4122

Marcus McLaughlin, Secretary - mclaughlin4you@gmail.com | (913) 281-7707

Juvenile Law
This committee studies and considers the state laws, local practice and rules regarding
juveniles and other issues related thereto, including review of available treatment services

*Membership in the Federal Courts Advocates Section requires annual dues of $15 for
KCMBA members.
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Solo Small Firm Section is a great resource for firms with 15 or
fewer attorneys to get involved in KCMBA. The section focuses
on the business aspects of lawyering. Our meetings, at noon on
the second Tuesday of the month, are geared toward discussions
with guest experts on issues in the areas of HR, marketing, or
technology. You do not have to reinvent the wheel to run your
law practice when a member of this section and our happy hours
are great opportunities for networking!
— Christina Miller, Solo Practitioner and Small Firm Section President

FCAS brings together federal court practitioners and federal
judges for CLEs and social events throughout the year. With
FCAS membership, free CLE lunches at the courthouses provide
a unique opportunity to break bread with the local judiciary and
engage in informal roundtable discussions on topics that impact
judges and attorneys alike. Whether you are a recent law school
graduate or have been practicing for decades, we hope you will
join us in 2019 for these exceptional networking opportunities.
— Rachel Schwartz, Federal Courts Advocates Section President

FCAS Continuing Legal Education
This committee offers legal seminars of interest and furthers relations of benefit to section

*Membership in this Section is limited to attorneys who own or practice law in any area as
solo practitioners or within a firm of 15 or fewer attorneys.

J. Austin Moore, KS Co-Chair - moore@stuevesiegel.com | (816) 714-7100

Law Practice Management and Technology
Committee

Michele Nelson, KS Co-Chair - micheleknelson16@gmail.com | (913) 735-2270

This committee provides its members with information on practice management trends,

Whitney K. Novak, KS Co-Chair - whitneynovak@gmail.com | (913) 481-1431

marketing, client development, legal technology and finance. Members will find law practice

Ashley H. Atwell-Soler, MO Co-Chair - aatwell@hslawllc.com | (816) 283-8738

management resources to meet their day-to-day law practice needs. The committee will offer

members and other KCMBA members through its continuing legal education.

Julia D. Kitsmiller, MO Co-Chair - julia_kitsmiller@mow.uscourts.gov |

checklists, best practices, publications and annual continuing legal education programs

(816) 512-5645

that provide up-to-date information and practical tips to help members better manage their

C. Curtis Shank, MO Co-Chair - shank@stuevesiegel.com | (816) 714-7100

law practice.

FCAS Membership and Social

Mark D. Molner, Chair - mark@molnermerrigan.com | (816) 200-2572

This committee focuses on membership recruitment and retention to help facilitate and

Outreach Committee

enhance the work of the FCAS along with planning social events including, but not limited

This committee will work with the Social Committee to promote activities that foster a

to, events that may involve other groups and other bar associations.

greater awareness of opportunities within the section. It will also sponsor projects and

Sarah Holdmeyer, Co-Chair - sarah.holdmeyer@bcplaw.com | (816) 374-3200

forums that allow solo practitioners and small firm lawyers to provide needed services to

Kyle J. O’Brien, Co-Chair - kobrien@hotmail.com | (913) 538-1488

the public for the betterment of the community at large. This goal will be fulfilled through a

FCAS Outreach

variety of projects that emphasize the legal skills of the section participants while providing
opportunities to develop contacts both within and outside the legal community.

This committee plans and facilitates community outreach for the FCAS of KCMBA to

Heather J. Hardinger, Co-Chair - hhardinger@meyerslaw.com | (816) 444-8500

enhance community awareness of the federal court legislative operations.

Robert A. Thrasher, Co-Chair - rthrasher@monseesmayer.com | (816) 361-5555

Andrew Alexander, Co-Chair - aalexander@gravesgarrett.com | (816) 256-3181

Katherine E. Myers, Co-Vice Chair - kmyers@elmlawkc.com | (816) 533-4976

Larkin Walsh, Co-Chair - lwalsh@midwest-law.com | (913) 901-0505

Matthew S. Robertson, Co-Vice Chair - msr@kcconsumerlawyer.com |
(913) 371-0727

Solo Practitioner and
Small Firm Section

Social Committee
The scope of this committee is planning and facilitating social events for the Section. The
committee will work with the Outreach Committee on membership recruitment of solo
practitioners and small firm lawyers.

President

Jamie L. Walker, Chair - jamie@mokslaw.com | (816) 931-2207

Christina O. Miller ....................................... christina@kcbabylaw.com | (816) 205-7020

Michael Santschi, Vice Chair - michaelsantschi@hotmail.com | (573) 491-7132

President-Elect

Young Lawyers Section

David D. Burkhead .......................................... david@burkheadlaw.com | (913) 953-0464
Secretary/Treasurer
Timothy M. Alvarez ............................................ tim@alvarezlawkc.com | (816) 459-4900

President

Immediate Past President

Jonathan T. Steele ......................................jonathan@jsteelelawfirm.com | (913) 608-4133

Michael H. Rapp ..........................................mr@kcconsumerlawyer.com | (913) 371-0727

President-Elect

Senior Member-at-Large

Mark A. Emison ............................................................mark@lelaw.com | (660) 259-6175

Nicholas T. Hergott ................................................. nick@mrhlawkc.com | (816) 221-7555

Secretary

Junior Member-at-Large

Christopher D. Dandurand ...............................chris@gornylawfirm.com | (816) 756-5071

Heather J. Hardinger ................................... hhardinger@meyerslaw.com | (816) 444-8500

Treasurer
Tracy L. Spradlin ..........................................tracy@spradlinkennedy.com | (816) 768-6900

SECTIONS & COMMITTEES
Immediate Past President

Day celebration sponsored by the American Bar Association. The activities sponsored by

Michelle L. Marvel ............................................mmarvel@bflawfirm.com | (913) 266-2300

the committee give KCMBA and the Kansas City legal community the opportunity to directly
serve and educate the community, who might otherwise have no access to legal advice.

*Membership in this Section is limited to individuals (1) under thirty-six (36) years of age,

Andrew J. Dockter, Chair - ajdockter@lewisricekc.com | (816) 421-2500

(2) lawyers, regardless of age, who have graduated from law school within the last three (3)

Jonathan L. Lowrey, Co-Vice Chair - jonathan@lowreylegal.com | (816) 701-9540

years or (3) who are currently enrolled in law school.

Carrie Phillips, Co-Vice Chair - carriep@germanmay.com | (816 471-7700
C. Chesney Thompson, Co-Vice Chair - cthompson@halbrookwoodlaw.com |

The Young Lawyers Section offers many opportunities for new
attorneys to get involved with KCMBA and the community
through charitable service and professional development
programming. The section’s goal is to provide new lawyers the
necessary tools to become the future leaders of our bar. The YLS
committees work tirelessly to conduct public service programs
such as Law Week; raise funds for charitable endeavors and
member scholarships; facilitate networking events; and produce
premier CLE programs targeted to newer attorneys. This is an exciting time to be a
member of YLS and KCMBA and I look forward to working with you this year.
		 — Jonathan Steele, Young Lawyers Section President

Continuing Legal Education
The scope of this committee is dedicated to the purpose of generating ideas for legal

(913) 529-1188

Ross T. Roberts Trial Academy
The scope of this committee is to assist in organizing the Ross T. Roberts Trial Academy.
The leadership provides support to the judicial liaisons and helps facilitate communication
with participants.
Rachel D. Stahle, Chair- rachels@dollar-law.com | (816) 876-2600
Lauren Dollar, Co-Vice Chair - dollarlauren@gmail.com | (816) 881-3595
Shanna Jacoby, Co-Vice Chair - shanna@springstreelaw.net | (816) 836-9911

Social
The scope of this committee is to assist in identifying and securing sponsors and venues in
planning monthly member social events for KCMBA.

educational programs of interest and benefit to young lawyers and other members

Sarah T. Bradshaw, Co-Chair - sbradshaw@midwest-law.com | (913) 901-0505

of KCMBA.

Robert A. Thrasher, Co-Chair - rthrasher@monseesmayer.com | (816) 361-5555

Samantha Sader, Chair - sammi@fisherlawkc.com | (816) 471-7008
Kelly C. Frickleton, Co-Vice Chair - kellyf@bflawfirm.com | (913) 266-2300

Special Projects

Kaeanna K. Wood, Co-Vice Chair - kaeanna.wood@gmail.com | (660) 259-6175

This committee assists in identifying, planning and implementing of special projects.
Nicholas T. Hergott, Co-Chair - nick@mrhlawkc.com | (816) 221-7555

Golf Tournament

Montana V. Koenig, Co-Chair - montana.koenig@ogletree.com | (816) 471 1301

This committee is responsible for planning the yearly YLS Benefit Golf Tournament.

Kathleen M. Hunter, Vice Chair - kathleen.hunter@courts.mo.gov | (816) 881-3000

Robert L. Kinsman, Chair - robert@krauseandkinsman.com | (816) 760-2700
Anne Marie Tarvin, Vice Chair - atarvin@bflawfirm.com | (913) 266-2300

Membership/New Lawyers
This committee’s leadership is invited to serve on the KCMBA Membership Advisory

Independent Committees

Committee. This Committee assists in generating ideas to collaborate with area law schools

International Law

and new lawyers to encourage engagement with KCMBA.

This committee includes promotion of interest in the practice of private international law

Breanna R. Spackler, Chair - breannas@germanmay.com | (816) 471-7700

and provides a forum for discussion and study of public international law issues, the role

Gage K. Fletcher, Co-Vice Chai - gage.fletcher@dmlawusa.com | (816) 888-7501

of international organizations, international security affairs, and immigration law. The

Courtney Stout, Co-Vice Chair - courtney_stout@mow.uscourts.gov | (816) 522-9596

committee identifies and promotes communication and collegial relations among KCMBA

Public Relations

members with common interest in the international arena.
Elizabeth Marden, Co-Chair - lmarden@polsinelli.com | (816) 753-1000

The scope of this committee is to publicize various YLS events including YLS Law Week

Pia Nitzschke, Co-Chair - pnitzschke@polsinelli.com | (816) 753-1000

activities and author articles highlighting events in KCMBA publications.

Carly Ann Smith, Co-Chair - annsmith@polsinelli.com | (816) 753-1000

Raymond A. Dake, Co-Chair - rdake@sirosmithdickson.com | (816) 471-4881
JR Montgomery, Co-Chair - jr.montgomery@huschblackwell.com | (816) 983-8000

Wellness

Kelisen R. Binder, Vice Chair - kelisen@thebinderfirm.com | (816) 866-8264

This committee identifies factors that impact lawyer wellness, recommends programs to

Public Service

promote the health and wellness of KCMBA members, and educates the legal community
about wellness issues and resources.

This committee is involved in projects including:

Casey Tourtillott, Chair - casey_tourtillott@ksd.uscourts.gov | (913) 735-2340

Community Service - to support KCMBA initiatives that allow young lawyers to provide

Athena M. Dickinson, Liaison - adickson@sirosmithdickson.com | (816) 471-4881

needed services to the public for the betterment of the community at large. This goal is
fulfilled through a variety of projects that emphasize the legal skills of KCMBA members.
Law Week - to carry out various Law Week activities in connection with the national Law

