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Here at Digital Strata, we are starting off 2016 with an exciting 
new addition to our client offerings!  We are pleased to 
announce that, through our partnership with Recommind, we 

will be bringing our clients access to the electronic review database 
platform, Axcelerate.  Axcelerate is a powerful, intuitive tool that 
simplifies and streamlines the early case assessment and document 
review process.  Understanding that all of us may not be using an 
electronic review database at the moment, I’d like to take a step 
back and discuss the value of such a system before I jump into why 
Axcelerate is the right system for most clients.

Why Try an Electronic Review Database
If you are relying completely on paper or manual review, I suggest 

giving an electronic review database a try.  The most common 
objections I hear from clients regarding the implementation and 
use of an electronic review database are: 1) cost and 2) reluctance 
to learn something new when their current method is "okay."  Cost 
is a very real concern for any lawyer, and case budgets are certainly 
not things to be taken lightly.  The good news is electronic review 
databases can be extremely economical.  In fact, they can be cheaper 
than paper-based review.  The 21st century legal practitioner has a 
wide variety of software and service providers from which to choose, 
making the finding of the right software and support relatively pain 
free. (Plus, I’ve already given you an excellent suggestion of a review 
platform to try!)

Also, adding the latest and greatest in eDiscovery technology to 
your practice results in increased value to your clients.  Employing 
modern technology creates a streamlined process that saves your 
client money by reviewing fewer documents and reducing the need 
to re-review documents thanks to analytics, tagging, sorting, and 
searching functions.  Electronic review databases also allow you to 
work collaboratively and easily share work product with members of 
the trial team.  

Technology Assisted Review (TAR) (aka, Analytics, 
Predictive Coding, Computer Assisted Review, Computers 
Replacing Lawyers)

I’d like to devote a few words specifically to technology assisted 
review.  First, as you already know, or assumed from the heading, this 
concept is captured by many names and understood in many ways.  
TAR  is the process of prioritizing or coding documents with the aid 
of learning software.  TAR  is available in both static and continuous 
learning applications.  TAR  is useful in that it allows you to analyze 
and code your data set much more quickly than traditional linear 
review.

I was recently involved in a discussion with another eDiscovery 
attorney about the seemingly waning press predictive coding has 

been getting as of late after spending the last several years dominating 
the discussions about eDiscovery.  We concluded that the most likely 
culprit for this silence is a combination of TAR  not being on trend 
anymore and that, regardless of trendiness, most lawyers are still not 
utilizing predictive coding tools in their eDiscovery process.  

Axcelerate!
Yes, I get so excited about Axcelerate that I feel the exclamation 

point is a necessity.  Certainly, those of you who have spoken with 
me in person about Axcelerate can hear the enthusiasm in my voice.  
This electronic document review software makes a statement right 
from the beginning; the early case assessment (ECA) tool is more 
powerful and user friendly than any I’ve seen (and I’ve seen a lot!).  
Users can filter the data through a broad range of criteria while being 
able to actually view the documents being eliminated from the actual 
review data set.  Axcelerate allows the user to develop a feel for the 
documents before ever getting into the review environment, making 
true ECA possible.  The cost savings to the client are significant, as 
you can start document analysis before the documents are actually 
being hosted for review.

The review environment of Axcelerate provides the user with 
fantastic tools to further evaluate your case and your documents 
efficiently.  If you’re going the linear review route, “Smart Filters” can 
ease this process by allowing you to quickly identify a starting point for 
review, such as document author, document recipient, or custodian.  
The “Quick Tags ” feature allows you to set specific combinations of 
tags, which can speed the review and eliminate coder error.  If you 
really want to get the most out of Axcelerate, though, you will employ 
Axcelerate’s “Analytics,” or predictive coding.  Axcelerate’s “Analytics” 
combines words and graphics to show relationships between and 
overall themes of the documents in your review set.  “Analytics” is 
interactive and the best results are achieved when continuous human 
input is used in conjunction with “machine” results.

On behalf of the entire Digital Strata team and our partners 
at Recommind, I invite you to find out more about Axcelerate.  
Schedule a demo and learn for yourself how this tool can improve 
the efficiency of your eDiscovery process and reduce the amount of 
time and documents reviewed.                        n
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