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I am the Reporter

This has become the first spoken line of introduction that begins 
most sessions where a record is made.  Court reporting services 
have become more complex over the years, and technology 

has changed many factors. But at the 
core there is still an individual with 
a highly specialized skill, requiring 
state and national certifications, 
yearly continuing education, and a 
daily discipline and commitment to 
preserving history verbatim.

Ever sit through a deposition and 
wonder how the court reporter was able 
to record such rapid and often lengthy 
testimony? Have you ever been amazed 
at the court reporter’s ability to record 
all the interrupting objections?  Even 
more commendable, court reporters 
will record proceedings in and around 
marking exhibits and updating 
technical words and proper names 
used in the testimony, often while 
everyone else takes a restroom break.  
The high degree of concentration and 
skill required to practice this profession 
is reflected in the court reporting 
school average dropout rate of around 
95%. 

The history of recording testimonies 
and events of the past dates back to 63 
B.C.  Historical accounts can be found through the National Court 
Reporters Association website (NCRA.org) and countless other 
online publications.  But what is hard to find is an outline of the specific 
requests to meet the needs of the typical litigation proceeding, special 
session or event, or tips on receiving a clean transcript.

Midwest Litigation Services (MLS) provides court reporting 
services for a growing number of settings: depositions, trials, 
hearings, special legal proceedings, transcription of audio recordings, 
remote access participation, realtime transcript feed, video recording 
of non-verbal communication with synchronized text display, rough 
draft and final daily court and deposition transcripts, meetings, 
and captioning for the hearing impaired for events including legal 
proceedings.  Our client requests have many layers today, even for 
a basic discovery deposition.  And some factors that used to be out 
of the norm, such as electronic transcripts, have become standard 
services. 

MLS is your comprehensive provider of core services with unique 
differentiators to handle specific legal service needs.  We are certified 
by the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC) 
and as a State of Missouri Woman-Owned Business Enterprise, 
bringing diversity and professionalism to you and your client.

Obtain the Best Record – Prior to the First Question.  Preparation 
and scheduling is the first step.  Information made available to 
MLS via Notices prior to the date is standard.  But often the final 

notice is delayed pending finding an 
appropriate location.  MLS’s assistance 
in locating the ideal setting saves you 
and your staff valuable time.  Any 
additional information about the type 
of litigation, specific case discovery 
subjects (employment, class-action, 
loss of life, patent engineering, etc.) 
will allow MLS to match you with 
a reporter knowledgeable of the 
terminology used in such areas.  We 
carefully select locations based on size, 
layout and amenities to provide the 
perfect setting. 

MLS can accommodate all your 
special reporting needs, such as 
realtime capability, and the instant 
viewing of the spoken words on a 
laptop or iPad via a live text feed from 
the court reporter.  Our videographers 
are trained in both the technical and 
procedural aspects of visual recording.  
Videoconference depositions, 
telephone audio conferencing, and 
remote attendance via LiveDeposition 
can save your client money while 

keeping you at home with your family. 
Other special requests, such as Internet access, X-ray display, an 

easel, or an interpreter, can be provided with prior notice.  Inform us 
about attendees with special needs, such as child witnesses or those 
recquiring ADA accommodation, and MLS will match services to 
your needs.

Case management and expedited deliveries of final products are 
critical for complex litigation.  MLS will work with you and your staff 
to meet your deadlines, no matter how demanding.  Our Concierge 
Service is always working for you, from discovery through trial.

I am the reporter! This begins with your selection of Midwest 
Litigation Services as your litigation partner as we help determine 
and deliver precisely what you need.  We are proud to be the Official 
Litigation Partner for KCMBA members.  Start your 2016 year off 
by marking your calendars to attend our CLE in February of 2016 – 
Guidelines for Making the Best Record.                             ■
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