
Applications are now being accepted 
Deadline:  March 23, 2017

OVERVIEW
Established in 2003, KCMBA is pleased to again provide this opportunity for a select group of relatively new members of the legal 
community to enhance their skills to become the future leaders in service to the profession and the community.  Previous graduates have 
gone on to hold leadership positions within their firms, KCMBA and other bar-related organizations, and service organizations throughout 
the metropolitan area.  

GOALS
By selecting emerging bar leaders who represent a cross section of the greater Kansas City legal community, the BLA program aims to:

• Enhance each participant’s leadership skills so they can better excel in service to the profession and the community
• Nurture and encourage graduates to seek leadership positions in bar organizations, the judiciary and community organizations
• Create a critical mass of diverse future leaders within the legal community
• Foster pride, commitment and participation in professional association activities
• Provide leadership opportunities in the community for all graduates

THE BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATING IN BLA
• At least 4.0 CLE hours MO and KS (pending) - valued at $140
• Eligible for one 1/2 price ticket to KCMBA’s Annual Meeting - valued at $32.50
• All breakfasts and/or lunches and social receptions included
• Networking events 

PROGRAM
The BLA program consists of formal sessions and networking receptions. The formal sessions will include the following:

• Charles E. Whittaker Federal Courthouse and tour the Bell Room Historical Gallery: Meet those behind the creation of the Bell 
Room Historical Gallery and learn about cases displayed in the exhibit.

• Police Training Academy: A full-day program meeting and listening to leaders from local police units, learning about the challenges 
currently being faced and taking part in the FATS “Shoot Don’t Shoot” Simulator.

• Presentations and networking receptions: Judges, managing partners and civic leaders will join the group to share their experiences 

and provide valuable guidance and leadership advice.

CLE HOURS
The 2017 BLA program will include at least 4 CLE hours, accredited in both MO and KS (pending).

APPLICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS
The registration fee is $575 and includes all program costs, catering and refreshments for all events, including the networking and Graduation 
receptions.

Applicants need to be a current KCMBA member to apply  and commit to attending at least six of the seven sessions.  

Upon graduation, applicants will be encouraged to participate in at least one KCMBA Section or Committee for two years. 

A signed application form and participation agreement from the applicant and his/her supervising attorney plus a letter of recommendation from 
an attorney or judge listing why the applicant should be selected are to be submitted by the March 23, 2017 deadline.

Applicants will be selected to represent a demographic cross section of the greater Kansas City legal community including geographic, racial, 
gender and public/private law representation. Selections for 2017 will be announced on or before April 14, 2017.

Visit us online for a complete application kcmba.org/bla
For further information, please contact AnnMarie Thomas at athomas@kcmba.org or 816-474-4322.




