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New Municipal Center Completion 
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2017 Quarter 3

Since 1997, the Town has called 21 Beachwalker Drive home. Over 
the last year, we have watched with anticipation the progress of the 
new municipal center construction unfold. While there are still some 
finishing touches being made, the Town is pleased to announce we 
will move to our new location at 4475 Betsy Kerrison Parkway in 
early August. The Town will be closed for moving August 3-4. We 
will reopen at the new site on Monday, August 7.  

We are excited to invite the community to our grand opening on 
Thursday, September 7 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The ribbon 
cutting ceremony will take place from 3:30-4:00 p.m. From 4:00-
6:00 p.m., the facility will be open for tours, along with refreshments 
and live music. Please RSVP by August 25 via email to mferrell@
kiawahisland.org. If you are unable to attend the grand opening, then 
drop in Friday, September 8 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. for the second open 
house.

The total municipal center project, inclusive of architectural design, 
construction, site development, and landscaping, cost approximately 
$9 million. The Town contributed $1.5 million from the sale of 
the former municipal center, $4.6 million from cash reserves and 
financed the balance over the next 30 years.

The municipal center is a single-story building consisting of a main 
lobby, offices, conference rooms, and council chambers.  The total 
area of the new building is approximately 14,100 sq.ft., of which 
approximately 2,000 sq.ft. is council chambers, 10,100 sq.ft. of 
office space, and the remainder as storage and miscellaneous space. 

Grand Opening ~ Thursday, September 7
  RSVP by August 25 via email to mferrell@kiawahisland.org  
3:30 - 4:00 p.m. | Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. | Open House,Wine, Hors d'oeuvres and Music

2nd Open House ~  Friday, September 8
3:00 -5:00 p.m. | Drop in Open House, Light Refreshments 
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Town Office Closings  
Thursday, August 3 - Moving

Friday, August 4 - Moving  
Monday, September 4 - Labor Day
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Biweekly E-Blasts
 Are you subscribed to the Town’s e-mail notifications? 

  To be added send your name and e-mail address to
 sbraswell@kiawahisland.org 

August 
No Change in service 

   
September

Labor Day Service Change -
 Monday’s trash will be collected on Tuesday, September 5th. 

All other collections will move forward a day. 

Brown Trash & Hazardous Waste:
 Friday, September 1st.

All brown trash must be placed on the curb by 7:00 a.m. to ensure 
collection.  Hazardous waste must be brought to the Town Hall
garage (4475 Betsy Kerrison Parkway) for disposal between the 

hours of 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Solid Waste Change Notices

Photo:  Robert Hill

Do you have guests coming this summer? Don’t forget Kiawah has 
our very own Charleston Visitors Center located in Town Hall. Our 
Charleston Visitors Bureau representative Jan Fox is here to help 
you plan your guests vacation experience! Skip the hustle and bustle 
of downtown and get your tour and attraction tickets right here on 
Kiawah. For more information call Jan at 843-768-5116.

4475 Betsy Kerrison Parkway 
The Town office will be closed August 3-4 to move to our new
location at 4475 Betsy Kerrison Parkway. While our address is 
changing, you can still reach us at the same number 
843-768-9166. We look forward to seeing you! 
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Last month the Town 
Council approved the 
budget for the 2018 fiscal 
year. Next year we expect 
to collect $9.0 million 
in revenues, spend $7.7 
million, and add $1.3 
million to the Town’s 
reserves. Although the 

Town does not  assess a property tax, the funds we collect and 
spend largely flow, albeit indirectly, from our property owners 
through a variety of fees. So, it is important that you have 
insight into the Town’s finances and the spending choices that 
we make.

Our projected $9.0 million in revenue flows from a number 
of sources. More than half – about $5.25 million - comes 
from fees the Town charges for a variety of services – mostly 
business licenses, building permits and franchise fees. The 
Town uses these revenues to fund its daily operations and 
provide basic services. The remaining $3.75 million in revenue 
are the State, County and local accommodation and hospitality 
taxes that flow to the Town from tourism-related spending at 
our hotels, and other businesses. As I will describe later, we 
are restricted in how we can spend these revenues. A common 
characteristic of the Town’s major revenue sources is that 
they are generated by our local economic activity – especially 
construction and tourism - which has and continues to be 
strong. 

Where is the money spent?  The Town’s largest single 
cost - $3.0 million - is directed toward “tourism related” 
expenditures. Why so much?  The accommodations and 
hospitality tax revenues that we collect must, by law, be used 
to encourage or support tourism in our community. A portion 
of it is used by the Town to offset the direct impact of tourism 
to Kiawah – costs like the beach patrol, additional sheriff 
deputies, a portion of our arts and environmental programs, 
and some signage and landscape coming onto the island. The 
remainder (roughly $1.25 million) is provided to the Kiawah 
Island Golf Resort, Charleston Visitors Bureau, Freshfields and 
KICA to fund various tourism –related marketing activities, 
recreational programs and events.

The remaining $4.7 million will be used to support the Town’s 
basic operations and programs. The single largest cost is 
for the salaries and benefits of our 17 employees and the 50 
deputies we employ part time. Another $1.0 million is spent 
for solid waste collection, and a half-million dollars to cover 
the annual cost of financing and operating the new municipal 
center. The Town will spend approximately $700,000 for 
a variety of services for the community beyond the typical 
functions of a municipality, specifically our wildlife research, 
arts and cultural programs, and charitable support for a number 
of organizations in the Sea Islands. Finally, we anticipate 
spending as much as $655,000 dollars next year on capital 
projects, including the completion of the municipal center and 
road and bridge projects on the Parkway. 

Even though the Town’s revenues currently exceed our 
expenditures, we still must ensure that every service and 
program the Town provides is necessary or meets an express 
desire from the community. We also want to avoid adding 
services and programs that generate new staffing and costs, 
but could be difficult to eliminate if our revenues decline. You 
can expect the Town’s services and programs to be managed 
efficiently and in a customer focused manner. As an example, 
we are re-evaluating both our business license and permitting 
requirements to streamline these processes, make better use 
of technology, and be more user friendly for our residents, 
builders and contractors. 

Finally, we need to ensure that we have the financial 
capacity to deal with large unanticipated costs. Examples 
are periodic beach renourishment, hurricane recovery and 
road/bridge maintenance to name a few. The timing of 
these expenditures can be unexpected and add up to several 
millions of dollars (such as the $630,000  cost to the Town 
from Hurricane Matthew or the $2.7 million toward the 2006 
Beach Renourishment Project). Before next year’s budget 
preparation, we will be reviewing our reserve practices 
for these purposes. Transparency of the Town’s finances is 
important. On the Town’s website, you can find the detail of 
our budget. We also provide our staff salaries over $50K and 
the detail on expenditures paid by the Town during the year. 
If you ever have any questions about this information don’t 
hesitate to ask. 

Mayor’s Corner

Emergency Preparedness 
Did you miss Disaster Awareness Day?  No problem! 
The Town has emergency preparedness packets available for the community 
that include updated 2017 hurricane guides, earthquake guides, emergency 
number magnets, flood maps and more. Stop by and get yours today.
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Town Council 
Quarter In Review
          April
•  Council approved four Ordinances amending the 
Municipal Code to clean up language that provides for 
violation penalties in the event of non-compliance. 
Council approved the revision of the language from 
“ordinance violation penalty” to “fine”, which more 
accurately reflects the intent in granting certain authority 
to municipal courts of the state. 
•  Council approved three Building Services Ordinances 

amending the Municipal Code. 1- Residential Sprinkler Design now 
allows for a Level III Technician Certification in “Fire Protection 
Engineering Technology Automatic Sprinkler System Layout.”  
2- Amendment to eliminate garage space restrictions. Such limitation 
on square footage created a barrier to homeowners by prohibiting 
them from installing dehumidification systems to prevent mold 
growth underneath their homes. 3- Amendment to require specific 
qualifications for Designing of Fire Alarm Systems.  Fire alarm and 
emergency communication system plans and specifications must be 
designed by professionals who are certified/licensed as either NICET 
Level III Technician Certification or a SC Certified Fire Protection 
Engineer.  
•  Council approved two contracts with The Mercer Group: First, to 
complete an Organizational Review of the Town’s Business License, 
Building Services, and Code Compliance Departments; and Second is 
to complete a Classification and Compensation Study.
• Council approved a one year extension with AirMedCare, a service 
provided by the Town for any insured Kiawah resident when air 
transport is medically necessary. 
• Council approved continuing the Health Insurance Supplement for 
Full time Employees for 2017. 

May 
• Council approved the First Reading of the Budget for FY 2017 – 
2018. 
 • Council approved the Amendment to the existing Charleston 
County Sheriff’s Office Contract to add One (1) additional Deputy on 
Weekends; and One (1) additional Deputy during the Weekdays
 starting the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
• Council extended the Construction Services Agreement with LS3P 
for the new Municipal Center for three (3) additional months expiring 
June 30, 2017 in the amount not to exceed $18,194. 
• Council approved a new five (5) year lease agreement for Copier/
Printer services with Xerox at a cost not to exceed $36,000. 
• Council approved the amendment to the Environmental Committee 
Charter to allow the Wildlife Biologist to Chair the Committee, and a 
member of Town Council will serve as a Liaison. 

June 
• Council approved at Second and Final Reading the Budget for FY 
2017-2018. 
• Council approved a Resolution opposing Seismic Testing and 
Offshore Drilling off the S.C. coast. 
* All agenda items and attachments can be viewed on the Town's 

website.

A
dm

inistrative 

On June 14, Town Administrator Stephanie Monroe Tillerson graduated 
from the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce Leadership 
Charleston program. Leadership Charleston is a 10-month program 
offering an intensive and up-close look at the most challenging 
issues and opportunities facing our region. For 43 years, Leadership 
Charleston has been identifying and developing leaders in our 
community, producing over 2000 graduates that have become leaders in 
local, regional and global industries, legislative appointments and civic 
stewardship. Congratulations Stephanie!

Town Administrator 
Graduates from Leadership 
Charleston 

The Town's new municipal center was recently spotlighted in the 
Municipal Association of South Carolina's Uptown publication 
article "Cities reap green building benefits.”  The article featured 
cities’ and towns’ in South Carolina that planned new facilities with 
consideration of  use of green building materials, sustainable land use 
and transportation, water conservation measures and waste reduction 
and recycling. Green building practices improve energy efficiency 
and lead to long-term savings while minimizing facilities’ toll on the 
environment.

Why did the new center make the cut? 
• Use of drip-irrigation and native plants. 
• Use of pervious pavement to minimize the   
   impact on drainage.
• Use of low-flow plumbing fixtures for              
   reduced water consumption.
•  Use of LED lighting fixtures for energy                
   conservation.
•  Energy efficient air conditioning system and thermally insulated         
    continuous building envelope. 
•  Use of multiple zone thermostat controls for energy conservation.
•  Use of recycled materials. i.e. All the steel in the building is made of
   95 percent recycled material.

We've Been 
Written Up 
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Forecasters at NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center say 
the Atlantic could see another above-normal hurricane 
season this year. For the upcoming Atlantic hurricane 
season, which runs from June 1 through November 30, 
forecasters predict a 45 percent chance of an above-
normal season, a 35 percent chance of a near-normal 
season, and only a 20 percent chance of a below-normal 
season. Forecasters predict a 70 percent likelihood of 
11 to 17 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher), of 
which 5 to 9 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph 
or higher), including 2 to 4 major hurricanes (Category 
3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher). An average 
season produces 12 named storms of which six become 
hurricanes, including three major hurricanes.

Hurricane Season

Reminders 
During a major disaster, there will be a lot of online information. 
Some information will be accurate while other sources can be 
misleading. In the event of a disaster, residents are urged to 
monitor the communications from the Town and the Community 
Association.  The Town will use the following methods to 
communicate:

 • CodeRed: CodeRED is used to communicate to residents 
in emergency situations or critical community alerts such as 
evacuation notices, boil water notices, tornado warnings, and flash 
flood  notices. Notifications are sent via voice, text and email. You 
must be registered to receive.

 • Website: In an emergency, information will be posted on the  
Town's website www.kiawahisland.org  

• Email Distribution List: Email notifications will be sent to all 
residents that have registered. To be added, send your name and 
e-mail address to sbraswell@kiawahisland.org  

• Residents Xchange: Notifications will be sent to all residents 
that have registered.  To register, visit  www.kiawahisland.org > 
Residents tab > Resident Xchange
 

• Social Media:  
townofkiawahisland

@TownofKiawahSC

@townofkiawah

Make sure you are registered for the CodeRED 
Emergency notification system!
To sign up visit the Town’s website 
www.kiawahisland.org > Residents tab >
Emergency Preparedness > CodeRed 
or call 843-768-5113. 

When a hurricane threatens South Carolina’s coast, you may plan 
to leave voluntarily or you may be ordered to evacuate. Charleston 
County no longer issues voluntary evacuation orders; however based 
on reports from the National Weather Service, the Governor, and 
Charleston County Emergency Management Division who may issue 
a recommendation to evacuate the island. 

By evacuating early, you will be able to pick your own evacuation 
route. Awaiting an evacuation order, will require you to take a 
designated route based on your evacuation zone. You will not be 
permitted to deviate from this pre planned route. You could be stuck 
in traffic and you may not be able to find accommodations. You are 
strongly encouraged to leave early before an evacuation order issued.   

Evacuation Zones
If, and when, an evacuation order is issued, local authorities will 
announce evacuations for the county by predesignated zones.  The 
Tricounty area including Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester 
County is classified as the Central Coast. The Central coast is divided 
into nine evacuation zones. Kiawah and Seabrook Island is located 
in Zone A.

Evacuation Route
> Take S-20 (Bohicket/Main Rd.)to US 17.
> Take US 17 to SC 64 to Walterboro, then to North Augusta.

Evacuations Happen 

After an evacuation order is issued, Kiawah Island Utility and 
Berkeley Electric may turn off their services.  If you chose to 
remain on-island, you may not have power or water until a 
thorough post disaster damage assessment has been performed.  
In addition,  when it's no longer deemed safe medical, fire, rescue 
and police personnel will pull back to seek shelter during a 
hurricane. Even after the event, depending on the damage to the 
island, you may not get assistance for several days.
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Navigation  Bar that expands to 
popular links when you hover 

Charitable 
Contribution 
Spotlight
Established in 1989, Our Lady of Mercy Community 
Outreach Services (OLMCOS) set out to address the 
undercurrents of poverty and support self-sufficiency for 
people in need on James, Johns and Wadmalaw Island. 
The organization began two weeks before Hurricane 
Hugo devastated the Charleston area. After dealing 

with immediate concerns of disaster relief, OLMCOS began to 
dedicate itself to providing services urgently needed in the sea island 
community. Headquartered at 1684 Brownswood Road on Johns 
Island, OLMCOS currently extends aid to the community through 
education, wellness and outreach services. In partnership with more 
than 300 volunteers annually, the staff effectively delivers services 
without regard to race, religion, disability or any other extraneous 
consideration. Today, the organization serves approximately 5,000 
families on the Sea Islands and in the Eastside Community of 
downtown Charleston.

Direct outreach services are available for food, clothing and financial 
support through an interview process conducted by the outreach 
intake worker. These services are for the most basic human needs. 
The food pantry provides assistance at no cost and supplements the 
diets of low-income and elderly residents. In conjunction, volunteer 
chefs conduct cooking classes on nutrition, teach how to extend a 
food budget and meal preparation instruction using supplies in the 
food pantry. Senior Food Boxes are distributed to eligible members 
of the community and the clothes closet is available for patrons to 
get clothing essentials. Emergency financial assistance is available 
for individuals for necessities like rent and utility bills.  However, 
since OLMCOS wants to make sure resources are used efficiently, 
recipients must first receive approval from a case worker and 
complete a budgeting class. In addition, OLMCOS administers food, 
clothing and toiletries to the seasonal farmworkers on the islands. 
Twice a year, they coordinate with Fetter Heath Care Network to 
bring the 50 to 75 workers who spend June and July picking produce 
on local islands to the OLMCOS campus.  During each of the visits, 
dentists from Wellness Center provide dental screenings, while 
dermatologists administer skin checks and provide prescriptions if 
needed.

What makes OLMCOS unique is their focus on the long-term 
sustainability and helping individuals move into more secure 
circumstances. They encourage education as a means for building 
self-sufficiency. Through a partnership with Charleston County Adult 
education, the OLMCOS education program offers classes in English 
as a Second Language, GED preparation, work force development, 
budgeting, parenting, quilting and more.While adults are in class, 
their children are able to learn new developmental skills in the Child 
Learning Center. In addition, there is after-school program designed 
to assist elementary school age children with homework and basic 
academic skills with emphasis on math and reading. To aid with 
summer child care for working parents, OLMCOS holds a five-
weeklong summer day camp at a nominal fee for rising 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
and 5th graders. 

On June 1, Mayor Craig Weaver took a tour of the Our Lady of Mercy 
Outreach Center led by the Director of Development Michelle Boudet 
(right) and Wellness Center Coordinator Jakki Jefferson (left). Ms. 
Jefferson helped open the facility in 1989 along with the Sisters of Charity 
of Our Lady of Mercy. 

G
iving Back

The Wellness Center offers health and wellness services including 
comprehensive dental care services, women’s prenatal care and 
annual exams and health education at no cost for residents who 
lack insurance or the means to pay for professional services as 
well as exercise classes for a small fee. This component is made 
possible by a team of professional volunteers (dentists, M.D.’s and 
hygienists) in partnership with MUSC and Roper St. Francis. 

The Neighborhood House serves as the downtown site of 
OLMCOS and was originally established in 1915. Located on 
America Street in the Eastside Community of Charleston, the 
Neighborhood House has provided help and hope for people 
in need for over 100 years. With the help of a dedicated team 
of volunteers and other supporters, the Neighborhood House 
continues to be one of Charleston’s longest-running community 
assistance program. 

Our Lady of Mercy Community Outreach and The Neighborhood 
House was birthed out in the legacy of the Sisters of Charity of 
Our Lady of Mercy. A 20-member Board of Directors governs the 
organization which employs approximately 20 staff members. They 
rely primarily on community support to fund its total operating 
costs through grants, 800 + individual donors and support from 
the Sisters of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy. Our Lady of Mercy 
Community Outreach has been a reoccurring recipient of the 
Town’s Charitable Contribution funding. This year they were 
approved for a contribution of $20,000. If you are interested in 
volunteering or more information visit www.olmoutreach.org

"We are incredibly grateful for the continued 
support of the Town of Kiawah Island in offering hope 
and help to those in need in our own backyards."  
 - Michelle Boudet, Director of Development
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King Tides Are Here Environm
ental

The term "King Tide" is a non-scientific term used to describe the highest 
seasonal tides that occur each year. For example, in Charleston, the average 
high tide range is about 5.5 ft., whereas during a King Tide event the high 
tide range may reach 7 ft. or higher. These tides occur naturally and are 
typically caused when a spring tide (when the sun, moon, and earth align 
during a new and full moon, increasing tide ranges) takes place when the 
moon is closest to Earth during the 28-day elliptical orbit (known as perigee).
The effect of individual King Tides may vary considerably. In some cases, 
they may barely even be noticed. In other cases, a King Tide may cause 
coastal erosion, flooding of low-lying areas and disruption to normal daily 
routines. This is particularly true when a King Tide event coincides with 
significant precipitation because water drainage and runoff is impeded. Over 
time, the frequency and effect of King Tide events may increase due to sea 
level rise.

Nests Found: 246 (as of July 4)

Nesting Activity: Mid-May - August 
Nesting efforts are monitored on our beaches by a group of committed resident volunteers. 
Kiawah Island Turtle Patrol is one of the largest turtle patrol volunteer programs in South 
Carolina. The Turtle Program has been in existence since 1973 and the Town of Kiawah 
Island has provided funding and logistical support to the program since 1990. 

Sea Turtle Nesting

 
Admire nesting females from a distance. Never 
shine lights, take flash photography, make loud 
noises or approach nesting females.  If you 
approach her, it could cause her to return to the 
ocean and not nest on Kiawah. If you walk the 
beach at night, consider leaving your dog at home 
until turtle season nesting is over.  All sea turtles 
are protected by the U.S. Endangered Species Act.  It 
is against the law to harass, handle, or disturb them 
in anyway . 

In 2016, Kiawah was home 
to over 390 nests and 
efforts contributed to an 
average hatch rate of 78.3%.  
Providing protection and 
marking nests makes a 
difference.

Listen up...

2017 Solar Eclipse
Monday, August 21, 2017
Charleston, SC  at 2:48 p.m. 

On Monday, August 21, 2017, all of North America will be treated to an eclipse 
of the sun. Anyone within the path of totality can see one of nature’s most awe-
inspiring sights - a total solar eclipse. This path, where the moon will completely 
cover the sun and the sun's tenuous atmosphere - the corona - can be seen, will 
stretch from Lincoln Beach, Oregon to Charleston, South Carolina. Observers 
outside this path will still see a partial solar eclipse where the moon covers part 
of the sun's disk. The path of totality is a relatively thin ribbon, around 70 miles 
wide, that will cross the U.S. from West to East.  The first point of contact will be at Lincoln Beach, Oregon at 9:05 a.m. PDT. Totality begins 
there at 10:16 a.m. PDT.  Over the next hour and a half, it will cross through Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, and North and South Carolina.  The total eclipse will end near Charleston, South Carolina at 
2:48 p.m. EDT.  (Source N.A.S.A.) 
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Ssssssnakes!
By: Jim Jordan, Wildife Biologist 

Snakes are likely the most misunderstood 
animals on Kiawah Island.  They are often 
feared, reviled, and persecuted. Just the 
other day, I received a report of a small 
non-venomous snake killed crossing 
the road by a vehicle that intentionally 
swerved to hit it. I also often hear the 
phrase, “the only good snake is a dead 
snake”. In reality, snakes serve a vital 
role in the Kiawah ecosystem and 

rarely cause conflicts with people. Hopefully 
this article will help to answer many of the common 
questions about snakes and dispel some of the myths surrounding 
them.

Are Kiawah’s snakes dangerous?
No.  There has not been a documented snake bite on the island 
in recent history.  Snakes fear people and will retreat when 
approached, unless cornered.  Most venomous snake bites (>66%) 
in the U.S. occur when the snake is either harassed or handled.  If 
you encounter a snake, simply leave it alone.      

What are the most common snakes on Kiawah?
The three most common snakes on Kiawah are all non-venomous 
and include the yellow rat snake, black racer, and corn snake.  All 
three of these snakes feed on insects, frogs, rats, and mice. 

How common are venomous snakes on Kiawah?
Extremely rare. The most common venomous snake is the 
copperhead, though I have only seen four in my 20 years on 
Kiawah Island and none in the last five years. Most calls involving 
copperheads turn out to be corn snakes.  These two snakes can be 
distinguished quite easily.  Copperheads have hourglass shaped 
blotches, are browner in color, and have a large, triangular-shaped 
head.  

Why should we want snakes on Kiawah?
Snakes are a vital component of our local ecosystem.  They provide 
food for larger animals and prey upon many smaller species.  They 
serve a vital role in reducing rat and mice populations, especially 
around homes.  At my house in West Ashley, we have several rat 
snakes and black racers that call our yard home.  We see them 
almost daily and my kids even have names for them.  They are 
providing our yard and home with free pest control and we are 
happy to have them. 
 

Alligator Research
Biologists from the Town of Kiawah Island, KICA, and the Kiawah 
Conservancy have resumed alligator capture field work. Capture 
efforts began on May 12 and will continue until 40 alligators are 
captured and tagged. Since November 2016, a total of 25 alligators 
(17 males and 8 females) have been captured and fitted with visual 
tags. Blue tags are used for males and yellow tags for females. 
Each tag has a unique number so that individual alligators can be 
identified in the field.  In early July, 5 alligators will be fitted with 
GPS transmitters.  These transmitters will collect a location every 
hour during the day and every 30 minutes at night.  Collected 
data will be used to determine home range size and detailed daily 
movement patterns. Residents can play a vital role in this research 
effort by reporting any observations of tagged alligators. To 
make the reporting process easier, the Town has created an online 
application to report these sightings via www.kiawahisland.org/
wildlife/new-alligator-research
 
If you have problems with the online application, you can also 
report your sightings by calling Town Hall (843-768-9166) or 
emailing Jim Jordan at jjordan@kiawahisland.org. Please provide 
the following details: Date, time, location, tag color, tag number, 
behavior of alligator (i.e. sunning, swimming, etc.), and your name.

What can I do to help?
If you encounter a snake in your yard, simply leave 

it alone. Instruct your landscapers to refrain from 
killing snakes they encounter on your property.  If 

you have questions or concerns about snakes or their 
identification, call Town Hall (843-768-9166) and ask 

to speak to a biologist.

Snakes have been persecuted and killed for centuries 
due to man’s fear and misunderstanding. The vital role 
of snakes in the ecosystem is typically overshadowed by 

this fear.  In a world without snakes, rats and mice would 
devastate food crops and cause countless economic and 

ecological problems. The next time you see a snake, stop 
to think about the good things that snakes do for Kiawah 

Island, and enjoy the encounter just as you would with any 
of the island’s other wildlife species.

W
ildlife 

The goal of this research is to better 
understand the behavior and 
movements of Kiawah’s alligators in 
an effort to increase awareness and 
safety across the island. - Jim Jordan
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The Painted Bunting is 
undoubtedly one of Kiawah 
Island’s most beautiful birds.  
The male’s plumage consists 
of a gaudy palette of blue, red, 
lime green, pink, and purple; a 
memorable sight and one that is 
not easily forgotten. The female 
is more moderately dressed in 
hues of green and yellow. Young 
males in the first year of life 
look very similar to females and 
don’t get their brilliantly colored 
plumage until after their second 

summer. Painted Buntings return to Kiawah in early April after 
spending the winter in South Florida, the Bahamas, and Cuba. Adult 
males generally arrive first to compete for the best territories and 
are followed by adult females, and then subadults of both sexes. The 
breeding season begins in May and continues through the beginning 
of August.  During this time, they will usually raise two separate 
families. Once breeding is completed, Painted Buntings molt their 
feathers and prepare for migration. Fall migration is a much longer 
process than spring migration, beginning in August and lasting 
through October. Bird banding data collected on Kiawah, shows that 
adults leave Kiawah much earlier in the fall than the young-of-the 
year. These young birds tend to linger for several weeks after the 
adults have left.   

For the past 7 years, biologists from 
the Town of Kiawah Island have 
been studying Painted Buntings 
on the Island.  Buntings are easily 
captured because they are attracted 
to bird feeders.  Biologist use bird 
feeders filled with white millet  inside 
a wire cage with a small opening 
on each side.  Once the birds enter 
the cage, they are unable to get out. 
Biologist then fit them with a small, 

lightweight aluminum band placed on their leg.  The band has a 
unique number that identifies each individual bird for the rest of 
its life.  Measurements (wing length and weight) are taken, and 
an assessment of the health and breeding condition of each bird is 
noted.  This process takes roughly two minutes and then the bird is 
then released. Since 2011, nearly 750 Painted Buntings have been 
captured in the backyards of Kiawah Island residents.  Of those, 220 
had been previously banded.  The adults have remarkable site fidelity 
and in subsequent years are usually recaptured in the very same yard 
in which they were banded.  Juveniles are recaptured less often, but 
if they are, it is usually in a different location than the previous year.

New Research 
We are excited to be collaborating with the Smithsonian Migratory 
Bird Center on a new component to the Painted Bunting research.  
This summer 25 adult male Painted Buntings will be fitted with a 
tracking device called a geolocator.  Geolocators are light sensing 
devices that record light levels over time. A bird’s position on the 
globe can be determined by analyzing the data stored on the device 

Painted Bunting Research Project

Attracting  
Painted 
Buntings

Painted Buntings can be seen almost anywhere on Kiawah Island 
but are most common in areas adjacent to the saltmarsh or the 
ocean. Painted Buntings are edge specialists and prefer areas 
with dense, scrubby vegetation such as marsh edges, pond edges, 
and dunes.  They are easily attracted to backyards because they 
readily come to bird feeders. They are rather picky eaters though 
and prefer white millet over any other seed available. For those 
interested in attracting Painted Buntings, simply place a tube 
feeder filled with white millet in your yard. To keep the squirrels 
and other larger birds from raiding your seed, make sure the feeder 
has a cage around it that allows the smaller birds to come and go 
as they please. It may take a little while for the Painted Buntings 
to find it, but once they do, they will be with you all summer long.  
Some Painted Buntings are now spending the winter in our area 
and if you leave your feeder up after October, you may be lucky 
enough to host Painted Buntings all year long!

and extrapolating the time of 
sunrise and sunset. The accuracy 
of the location is coarse and is 
not useful for fine scale mapping 
but can be useful for studying 
migratory connectivity between 
breeding and wintering areas.  
It can also be used to identify 
important staging or stopover sites 
along the way.  To learn more 
about the project visit:  https://
nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/
painted-bunting.

Based on 9 years of breeding 
bird surveys (point-counts), the Painted Bunting population on 
Kiawah appears to be very stable and does not show any increasing 
or decreasing trends.  There was an increase in the number of 
detections in 2015 so it will be interested to see if that increase 
continues. From 2009-2017, the number of Painted Buntings 
detected during these point-counts were 72, 66, 70, 77, 72, 73, 95, 
77, and 88, respectively.  To ensure valid comparisons between 
years, the point-count surveys are conducted at the same 238 
locations and at the same time each year.

The Painted Bunting banding project will began in June and will 
continue through mid-August.  Currently, 12-15 home sites are 
visited twice a season.  We are looking to add a few more sites this 
year, especially along the beach where we do not have many banding 
sites.  If you are currently feeding Painted Buntings in your yard and 
would allow us to capture and band the birds coming to your bird 
feeder, please contact Aaron Given at agiven@kiawahisland.org or 
(843) 768-9166.  
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Pet Leash Ordinance
The leash laws for pets on Kiawah Island are defined by the Town's Municipal Code. Pets must be 
leashed at all times when they are outside unless they are in an enclosed area (pen, fence, etc.) The 
only exception to this rule is when pets are on the beach. The ordinances below are enforced by Beach 
Patrol and are authorized to ticket offenders including fines up to $465. A summary of the 
ordinances are provided below. Pet restraint maps can be viewed at www.kiawahisland.org/beaches

Critical Habitat Area: Dogs are prohibited year round in critical habitat areas located on each 
end of the island and marked with signage.

Dog Use Area: Allows dogs off leash under control year round from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. between the 
eastern boundary of the Beach Club and the Ocean Course Clubhouse. Pets must be leashed in this 
area from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. Electronic leashes are prohibited.

Remainder of Beach: March 16 - October 31:  Pets must be on leash at all times. Electronic 
leashes are prohibited.  November 1 - March 15: Pets may be unleashed from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Pets 
must be leashed from 7 p.m. - 7 a.m.

Disaster Awareness Day 
The Towns of Kiawah Island and Seabrook Island held their 20th 
Annual Disaster Awareness Day on June 15 at the Seabrook Island 
House. It was an informative day with exceptional speakers and 
representative across state, county and local levels. It was well 
attended by residents of both islands. 

Attendees heard from Mayor Craig Weaver and Mayor Ronald 
Ciancio on lessons they learned from navigating through Hurricane 
Matthew. Carl Barnes of the National Weather Service covered  
the science behind hurricane forecasting and models. Derrec 
Becker from the South Carolina Emergency Management Division 
reviewed disaster preparedness and response procedures.  

The following contributors participated in a panel discussion 
on procedures during evacuation, re-entry and post evacuation 
security:  
Brock Clary – Charleston County Emergency Management, 
Captain Robert Woods – SC Hwy. Patrol Traffic Management 
Unit, Captain Don Martin – Charleston County Sheriff’s Office, 
Deputy Chief Todd McGeorge – Charleston County EMS, 
Fire Marshal Ryan Kunitzer – St. Johns Fire District
Scott Bennett from Berkeley Electric Cooperative and Becky 
Dennis from Kiawah Island Utility discussed homeowner 
preparation and company procedures in an evacuation.  

The following local entitles participated in a panel discussion on 

their role in evacuation and re-entry:  
Mark Rupple – Kiawah Island Community Association
Chris Widuch – Town of Kiawah Public Safety Committee
Rusty Lameo – Town of Kiawah
George Massengill – Phillips and Jordan 
John Gregg – Town of Seabrook Public Safety Committee
John Wilcox – Seabrook Island Club
Heather Paton – Seabrook Island Property Owners Association

Elizabeth Roberts from the South Carolina Emergency Management 
Division discussed FEMA guidelines for applying for individual 
assistance and Cindy Cahill, Charleston County Floodplain 
Management Coordinator reviewed the new flood map changes. 
The Town would like to thank everyone who participated and 
facilitated making the 20th Annual Disaster Awareness Day a 
success. If you missed Disaster Awareness Day, stop by Town Hall 
for a 2017 Emergency Preparedness Packet. 
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Business Spotlight
Sugar Snap 
Pea  is your destination 
for fresh and fun children's 
clothing  and gifts. Whether 
you're browsing for a baby 
shower, a birthday present, or 
just a new wardrobe, the new 
shop has you covered with a 
wide range of products from 
newborn to age 8 boys and 
16 girls.

Sugar Snap Pea
624 Freshfields Drive

843-793-2621
www.sugarsnappea.com

Sea Islands Cars & Coffee  
July 15, August 19  & September 16  l  9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

Cars & Coffee features antiques, classics, and other cool cars 
plus coffee at Java Java. Held the 3rd Saturday of each month.
The free event will feature antiques, classics, exotics, 
and other cool cars. Coffee and other refreshments available for
purchase by Java Java Coffee House.

Starlight Cinema Series 
Wednesdays  l  8:30 p.m.
Each Wednesday guests can bring a blanket, chair, and picnic and enjoy 
a free family outdoor movie.

               

Events

Farmer’s Market
Mondays  l  4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Pick from the freshest produce 
and local crafts at the weekly 
Farmer’s Market on Mondays 
featuring local certified organic 
produce, fresh local seafood, 
packaged and prepared food 
including jams, jellies, pecans, 
olive oils, sweets, handmade 
pasta, and more as well as Low-
country crafts. Will not be held 
on August 21 due to the Solar 
Eclipse.
 

Music on the Green 
Fridays |  6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

This free, family friendly outdoor concert series 
takes place every Friday evening and features top 
acts from around the Southeast of all genres. Guests 
are encouraged to bring a beach chair or blanket. 
July 7 – Diverse Groove
July 14 – Three Sheets Island Band
July 21 – Strum Dogs
July 28 – Travis Allison Band
August 4 – Permanent Vacation
August 11 – Gracious Day
August 18 – Shrimp City Slim
August 25 – Chris Crosby Band
September 1 – Shem Creek Boogie Band

July 12 – Jungle Book (2016)
July 19 – Pete’s Dragon (2016)
July 26 – Sing
                

August 2 – Secret Life of Pets
August 9 – Finding Dory
August 16 – Zootopia



2017 - 2018 

Season

Tickets are available online at www.kiawahisland.org/events or at Town Hall 843-768-9166. All events are open to the public, but Kiawah 
property owners have a 3-day lead ti me on ti ckets for Arts Council events. *Cultural events (in red) have only one release date.

CHARLESTON JAZZ ORCHESTRA
THE MUSIC OF STEVIE WONDER
Sunday, August 13, 2017 | 7:30 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center
$20 via charlestonjazz.com
Tickets On Sale Now

SEPTEMBER

CYNTHIA SAYER & 
HER JOYRIDE QUARTET
Friday, September 22, 2017 | 7:30 p.m.
Seabrook Island House
Ticket Release: Kiawah 9/5 Public 9/8

OCTOBER
THE ORION STRING QUARTET 
WITH TARA HELEN O’CONNOR
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 | 7:30 p.m.
Church of Our Saviour
Ticket Release: Kiawah 9/15 Public 9/20

FRANK VIGNOLA & 
VINNY RANIOLO
Thursday, October 19, 2017 | 7:30 p.m.
Seabrook Island House
Ticket Release: Kiawah 10/2 Public 10/5

BILL CUNLIFFE TRIO
Friday, October 27, 2017 | 7:30 p.m.
Turtle Point Clubhouse
Ticket Release: Kiawah 10/10 Public 10/13

NOVEMBER
CHARLESTON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA
Saturday, November 4, 2017 | 5:00 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center
Ticket Release: 10/20*

DECEMBER
HOLIDAY MADRIGAL FEAST feat. 
COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON 
MADRIGAL SINGERS
Sunday, December 3, 2017 | 6:30 p.m.
River Course Clubhouse | $90 pp 
Ticket Release: Kiawah 11/14 Public 11/17

BURNING RIVER BRASS
Monday, December 18, 2017| 7:30 p.m.
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Ticket Release: Kiawah 11/29 Public 12/4

JANUARY
QUENTIN BAXTER PRESENTS...
RODNEY JORDAN QUINTET
Thursday, January 11, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
Turtle Point Clubhouse
$25 or $60 for series via baxtermusic.com
Ticket Release: 11/27*

AUGUST

COLUMBIA CITY BALLET presents 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 | 7:30 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center
Ticket Release: 1/16*

LOWCOUNTRY VOICES
Sunday, January 28, 2018 | 4:00 p.m.
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Ticket Release: Kiawah 1/9 Public 1/12

The full 2017/2018 season planner 
has been released! Stop by Town Hall to 

pick up a copy or print your own online 
at www.kiawahisland.org/events

PIANO BAR SERIES
Wednesday, September 13, 2017
5:00-7:00 p.m.
The Sandcastle
No Tickets Required

PIANO BAR SERIES
Wednesday, October 11, 2017
5:00-7:00 p.m.
The Sandcastle
No Tickets Required


