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          6th Grade Devotion 3 
 

 
Read Proverbs 15:1-5 

 
You've heard it before, “Sticks and stones 
may break my bones but words will never 
hurt me."  This is usually uttered by the kid 
who's headed home in tears. Words do hurt. 
The bible refers to the tongue as fire (James 
3:6). It can be very useful, but if taken for 
granted it can be incredibly destructive. So 
how do we tame this savage beast?! 

 
Most of the times the first words out of our 
mouths are based on what our emotions are 
telling us instead of what we know to be 
right. This can be very challenging when you 
have all sorts of new emotions that are 
super intense and you don’t even know what 
they are about! 

 
Read James 1:19-20 

 
When James talks about being quick to 
hear, he's talking about hearing God’s word. 
By taking the time to get past our emotions, 
we can calm down and think about how God 
would have us respond. When we learn to 
do this, we can see that the tongue can be 
very powerful in a good way. It can turn 
away anger. It can instruct, comfort, or be 
used for healing broken hearts. 

 
Notice how in Proverbs 15 each verse 
compares how the tongue can be used both 
the right way and the wrong way. For 
example in verse 2; the tongue of the wise 
commends knowledge (The Right Way), but 
the mouths of fools pour out folly (The 
Wrong Way). 

 
The time is coming when talking to your 
mom or dad can become more difficult than 
you've experienced before. You’re having a 
hard time expressing what you're feeling 
partly because you don't completely 
understand it yourself. Your parents are 
having a hard time because they want to 
help since they've been through the same 
thing you're going through, but it's not 
always easy to know the right thing to say 
at the right time to make you feel better. 
You may not realize it, but the bible has 
instructions for both you and your parents. 
 
Read Ephesians 6:1-4 
 
God has given your parents the job to 
teach you and help you grow into the 
strong Christian man or woman that God 
desires for you to be, in a loving and caring 
way.  In Proverbs 15:5 it says, "Only a fool 
despises his father's instruction". Just like 
you, your parent's emotions can get the 
better of them and there may be times 
when their words aren’t so gentle either. 
Keep in mind that by controlling your 
tongue and being slow to speak, your 
parents will begin to see in you the growing 
Christian that they long for you to be. 
 
Parents: 
 
You can help your student learn to express 
their feelings to you with respect by 
showing them patience and a genuine 
interest in what they have to say. Make 
sure you take the time to talk with them 
without distraction in a loving caring way. 

Rites Of Passage Experience 


