
	  

6th Grade Devotional 4 

 
 
Read Ephesians 4:11-16 
 

Don't stick your fork in the wall socket! Never 
take candy from a stranger!!! Up until now you 
have probably seen the world as a list of do's 
and don'ts handed down to you by your parents 
like they’re pulling them from a giant reference 
book that all parents are given the day their first 
child is born. Well they don't come from a secret 
book and most likely your parents heard the 
same sort of things from their parents. So now 
you're getting older and you are beginning to 
understand the reasons behind some of these 
rules. If you stick a fork in a wall socket, you’re 
going to get shocked. If a stranger offers you 
candy, they might be trying to get close enough 
to kidnap you. As we get older, our ability to 
understand things   grows. We stop wanting to 
simply be told things, we want to understand 
them as well. This is a good thing and is part of 
growing up, but with this new inquisitiveness 
comes new responsibility as well. 
 
In Ephesians  4:11-16, the Apostle Paul starts 
off with a list of people God has appointed 
including the apostles, prophets, preachers and 
teachers, whose job it is to teach Christians and 
help them grow in their faith. In the same way, 
God has appointed parents as teachers for their 
children. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
 
That's a pretty big responsibility given to your 
parents. But now here’s what begins to change. 
Instead of you simply memorizing scriptures, or 
being given a list of rules, now you have the 
ability to understand what they mean.  

 
 
 
 
That's a big responsibility as well! Paul goes on 
to say in Ephesians that as we mature in our 
faith we shouldn’t be like children. 
 
I have a younger brother, and growing up if my 
older sister and I were worried about getting in 
trouble for something, we knew we could 
convince our younger brother to go do it for us. 
That way he would get in trouble instead of us. 
As he got older something changed. He knew 
that he would get in trouble if he did what we 
were telling him and we couldn't convince him 
anymore. No matter how much candy we 
offered him! Likewise, when we are immature 
in our faith we can easily be pulled off course 
by what the world says is true. But as we 
mature in our faith through reading and 
understanding God's Word, it will be much 
harder to pull us off course. 
 
Your parents are not perfect and will not 
always have the answers to every question at 
the time you ask, but keep in mind the 
responsibility that God has given to them. At 
the same time, they are coming to the 
realization that you are changing and are 
developing the ability to understand things at a 
deeper level. That's not always an easy 
change for parents to make. If you’ll show them 
some maturity by asking questions in a 
respectful way, showing them your desire to   
understand things from a biblical perspective, 
you’ll be surprised with how quickly they come 
to the realization that you are growing up. 
 
Parents: 
 
You can help your student by encouraging 
them to set aside time to study God’s word and 
to guide them as they begin to have a deeper 
understanding of scripture. 
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