
	  

8th Grade Devotional 1 

	  
I'm installing a water purification system for 
my Mother-in-law today. Have you noticed 
the emphasis in our culture on "pure"? We all 
want purified water, purified air, 100% pure 
beef in our hamburgers, or pure white meat 
chicken in our nuggets. Thing is, there seems 
to be a lot of different definitions for “pure".  I 
recently read a report from the city water 
company that included a long list of things 
that could still be in the water in small 
amounts and the water still be considered 
"pure" enough to consume. I'm no scientist, 
but it seems to me that pure water should be, 
well ... nothing but water! 
	  
In a lot of ways, we function as filters, 
purifiers for our souls. If we want to remain 
sexually pure, we must start by keeping our 
soul pure. Information accesses our heart 
and mind by way of our senses, is processed 
through the filter of what we consider to be 
the truth, and is then expressed in the way 
we live our life. We need to be careful what 
we will allow to remain a part of our life and 
still consider ourselves "pure". 
	  
We need to examine the three stages of our 
purification systems 1. Input 2. Processing 3. 
Output 
	  
Let's contemplate the importance of input. 
You've most likely heard the saying, "garbage 
in, garbage out." This is popular in the 
computer   world   and   serves   as   a   basic 
reminder that if you want your result to be 
good you must begin with good information or 
data. So you want to make sure that your 
data is good BEFORE you enter it into your 
computer system. 

	  
	  	  	   
	  
What kind of things do you allow to enter 
your heart and mind? The entry point for this 
information is our senses, particularly what 
we see and hear. Are you careful about your 
exposure to harmful things? Our culture is 
over-run by media seeking to introduce you 
to images and messages that are harmful to 
your heart and mind. Messages that tell you 
what you must own, do or say in order to be 
acceptable in society. Messages to 
convince you that God and good are not 
cool but worldly and evil are. Messages that 
say that sexual purity is “old school” and 
unnatural, but the expression of sexual 
perversions are to be accepted as the norm. 
	  
Music, movies, television, magazines, the 
internet, advertising...everywhere you turn 
there is a constant bombardment of your 
senses that exposes you to the information 
that aggressively contends for ownership of 
your soul. The barrage is so great that it can 
overload your filters until you become 
overrun like a clogged storm drain in a flood. 
	  
You and only you have complete control of 
what   you   allow to   enter the   processing 
system of your soul. You can choose the 
Godly and the good and shield out the 
worldly and evil. Or you can allow the bad to 
enter and put your processing system to the 
test. Just remember: “garbage in, garbage 
out.” 
	  
Parents: 

Read and discuss: 
♦ Proverbs 4:11-15 
♦ Philippians 4:7 
♦ Matthew 6:22 
♦ I Corinthians 2:14 

Rites Of Passage Experience 


