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The story is often told about the man who 
schedules a meeting with his pastor. After 
some small talk the man cuts to the chase 
with the reason he is there. “Pastor,” he says, 
“I have a dilemma. After one of your sermons 
on tithing I decided to give it a try. And I have 
to say, God has blessed me. My income is to 
thethe point now that my tithe check last week 
was more than my weeks salary was when I 
started this.”

“That’s great!” says the pastor. “So, what’s 
the dilemma?”

“Well,” he begins, “when it dawned on me 
how large my tithe check has become, I just 
couldn’t write it. I mean, that’s a lot of money 
to just give away. When I first started tithing it 
wasn’t that much, but now . . . I don’t know, do 
you think it will be alright if I continue to give 
but just not the full ten percent, maybe, half 
that.”that.”

The pastor pauses a moment and then does 
what any good pastor would do. He says, “I 
tell you what, let’s pray about it. Lord, you 
have blessed my friend here so much that 
he’s now having a problem tithing because 
it’s so much money. So I ask you to please 
reduce his income to a point that he will once 
againagain feel comfortable obeying your word and 
returning a full ten percent to You.”
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Not exactly the answer the guy was looking 
for, I’m sure! And if you are asking others 
what they believe about tithing you’ll most 
likely hear some answers that aren’t what you 
are looking for. So, let’s just see what the 
Bible says about it and go with that.

Read Malachi 3:8-12

ThoseThose are some pretty awesome promises 
God makes. And did you notice that He says 
we are robbing Him when we don’t tithe? We 
don’t GIVE a tithe, we RETURN a tithe 
because it actually belongs to God. Some say 
it’s like our rent payment for living on His 
earth and breathing His air. Now, obviously, 
GodGod does not need our money. The tithe is to 
remind us of our place in this world, who is 
really in charge and just how much we really 
owe Him.

Parents:

Discuss tithing with your student.  If they don’t 
already give a regular offering, encourage 
them to start.  Share with them what tithing 
has meant in your life.  This may be a time for 
you both to commit to regularly tithing.
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