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SEPTEMBER 2016
Increasing Our Bandwidth
by Dr. Jody Bowser, Senior Pastor

Welcome to King Street Church!  P. 18   •   Orphan Care and Adoption Ministry  P. 22 

MESSENGER
Have you ever heard the term “bandwidth?”
I believe it began as a computer term, describing the amount of 

data that can be carried from one point to another in a given period 
of time (usually a second). But bandwidth can also be applied in a lot 
of other ways. I know that in business, bandwidth is sometimes used 
as a synonym for capacity. In this sense, bandwidth usually refers to 
having time or staffing available to tackle something. The larger the 
bandwidth, the more that gets accomplished.

Think of the difference between a drinking straw, a three-inch piece 
of PVC pipe, and a large drainage pipe. The large pipe has far greater 
“bandwidth” than the little drinking straw. It has far greater capacity. 
A lot more water can flow through it at the same time.

I’ve thought about this concept as it relates to the church. One of 
the clearest descriptions of what happens in the church is found in 
Ephesians 4:11-13. 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evange-

The Lord is clearly 
calling all of us to be 
“equipped for works 

of service.”   
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lists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 
His people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ.

The Lord is clearly calling all of us to be 
“equipped for works of service.” Notice this 
doesn’t say, “so that people can gain a lot of 
knowledge about the Bible, but then do nothing 
with it.” Nor is it calling us to be “a congregation 
that lives like the people of God for two hours 
on Sunday, but then lives like the world Monday 
through Saturday.” 

Something you’ll hear me say every Sunday 
is, “All right Church…let’s go live the call!” 
Why is this so important? It’s because what we 
learn and experience when we gather together 
is meant to be lived out in our everyday lives. 

This brings me back to the concept of band-
width. God’s plan is that we all be equipped 
for works of service. We are created to give 
from what we’ve been given. God desires His 
Spirit and His resources to FLOW through us 
into the lives of others. The question is—how 
much is flowing through? To what extent is the 
mercy and love of God flowing through you 
into others? What’s your bandwidth? 

This is a great question to ask personally. 
But it’s also a great question to ask in terms of 
us collectively as a church. I believe that one 
of the reasons that God created the church is 
so that we can do collectively far more than 
we could ever do alone. A growing, vibrant, 
healthy church will naturally have a signifi-
cant bandwidth. A healthy church is all about 
helping connect those who HAVE spiritual (and 
material) resources with those who desperately 
NEED the spiritual (and material) resources 
that God provides.

I love how we see principle lived out in the 
early church as we see in Acts 2:42-45…

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the break-

ing of bread and to prayer. Everyone was 
filled with awe at the many wonders and 
signs performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had every-
thing in common. They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who 
had need.

Think about this. The early church had 
incredible CAPACITY! They pooled their 
resources - and then allowed these resources to 
FLOW OUT into the surrounding community. 
This is exactly what God has in mind for King 
Street Church.

We gather each week to grow in the Word, 
to fellowship with one another and to pray and 
worship together. Just like the early church, 
we are seeing God do some amazing things in 
our midst. But God’s ultimate design is for His 
Spirit to spill out into our community. We have 
been blessed so that we can be a blessing to 
others. We are each called both individually and 
collectively to engage and bless our community 
with the Gospel. 

 My prayer is that the Lord will enlarge our 
vision, clarify our mission, unite our hearts 
in love and increase our ministry bandwidth. 
As these things continue to happen in greater 
measure, I am fully confident that God will 
bless Chambersburg and even the world in 
ways that are far greater than anything we 
can ask or even imagine! 

Communion
September 11, 2016

Designation: Orphan/Adoption Care
Communion offering goes to this 

assistance fund.
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KING STREET CHURCH
Mission Statement: To engage and bless 

our community with the Gospel. 

We believe that becoming a fully-devoted follower of 
Christ involves four core values: 
 CONNECT:  Genuinely seek God through worship and  

 prayer. 
GROW:  Intentionally become more like Jesus.
SERVE:  Generously give ourselves to others in Jesus’  

 name. 
SHARE:  Compassionately reveal the Good News to  

 our world.
______________________________

Ministry Staff
Ken Adams, Business Manager
Don Baker, Executive Pastor
Paul Baker, Pastor Emeritus
Mitch Benedict, Worship Arts Associate
Jody Bowser, Senior Pastor
Stephen Flint, Pastor of Worship and Care
Matt Gish, Pastor of High School Ministries
Becky Hann, Children’s Ministries Director
Nathan Hann, Pastor of Contemporary Worship
Tyler Roberts, Media and Production Coordinator
John Shadle, Pastor of Middle School/College Ministries
Les Stine, Minister of Pastoral Care

______________________________

October 2016 Messenger Deadline
Articles and information for the October 2016 
issue should be submitted by September 21.

______________________________

The Messenger is a monthly publication of 
King Street United Brethren Church
162 East King St., Chambersburg, PA 17201
Phone: (717) 264-4651, Fax: (717) 264-9408
Internet: www.kingstreetchurch.com

Don Burkholder, editor (donburk@comcast.net)

“Grow in the Word” Graduates
On Sunday, August 21 the following were 
recognized and presented with certificates 
for completing the two year program: 

Ed and Joyce Jenkins
Dan and Bekka Laws
Donald and Susan Meck
Tracy Mentzer
Timothy and Jennifer Sherald

The course is designed to help students 
understand the “big picture” of the Bible 
and apply truth to daily living. 
Their certificates read as follows: “Congrat-
ulations on completing the two year Grow 
in the Word Program. This certificate does 
not represent an end, but a beginning. It 
shows that you are now equipped for a 
life-long study of and response to the Word 
of God. May He bless you as you faithfully 
seek Him.”

u u u

The next “Grow in the Word” two-year class 
begins Wednesday, September 7 and will 

be taught by Tim Sherald. 
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Report on the Youth Summer 
Mission Trip to Nicaragua
by Matt Gish
Pastor of High School Ministries

This summer we 
once again sent a team 
of students and adults 
to partner with our 
fellow United Brethren 
churches in Nicaragua. 
Mark and Val Jones, 
along with Maria Banks 
did a phenomenal job 
leading our group of 
students. Bonds were 
formed as the team 

grew closer together and sacrificially gave of 
their summer to engage and bless the people of 
Nicaragua. The following is a brief recap from 
Val Jones about their experience.

“At 1:45 a.m. on Thursday, July 14, 2016, our 
team of four teens and three adults from King 
Street Church in Chambersburg, PA began our 
journey to the city of Masaya in Nicaragua. 

Our mission over the next eleven days was to 
assist in the building of a home for a pastor of 
a United Brethren church. The pastor and his 
family have been living in just a couple of small 
rooms at the back of the church. The project 
began with some of our team helping to do the 
heavy work of digging the foundation ditches 
by hand. Sand was sifted, heavy blocks were 
carried, much cement was mixed by hand, steel 
was tied, and in the midst of all that, the young 
granddaughter of the pastor received a lot of 
love. Each day, we worked alongside the pastor 
and a team of Nicaraguan men. We developed 
a real camaraderie with them as we managed to 
communicate with one another while speaking 
two different languages. When our time was 
finished, the walls were halfway completed to 
the pastor’s new home. We are so thankful to 
have had the opportunity to be of help to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Nicaragua.

The unplanned ministry that happened was 
also very exciting. Kickball was played with 
Sunday school children, bubbles were blown, 
soccer balls were given away and a game of 
wiffle ball was played with neighborhood teens. 
We even attended boxing matches to show 
support for one of those teens and his trainer 
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who was one of our translators. You could tell 
that our attendance was very appreciated. An 
unexpected hit was the Sequence game that 
was brought along. Many games of Sequence 
were played with a few of the Nicaraguan teens 
we met, sometimes as a means to help them 
learn English. We praise God for allowing us 
to experience all of these good things and so 

many more. We pray that we showed the love 
of Christ well.”

We are grateful for the many prayers and 
generous financial support that the people of 
King Street Church have given to this team 
and the people of Nicaragua. 

Report on the Back to School 
Event
by Jeanie Helman
Children’s Outreach Coordinator

Thank you to all 
who invested in the 
Back to School Event 
on August  4. Many 
donated supplies. Some 
made monetary dona-
tions, others donated 
their time to sort, dis-
tribute, translate, etc. 
Those of us who were 
privileged to be a part 

of the distribution were doubly blessed as we 
saw smiling children and their families leaving 
with new book bags and supplies for the new 
school year. The leftover supplies were given 
to our neighborhood schools for distribution 
there. Here are the stats:

• We purchased 480 book bags and had 18
left over from last year—total book bags 498 
plus a few that were donated.

• Of our request for loose supplies, 90% of
our need was met.

• Of our request for supplies to fill one bag,
60% of our need was met.

• We had an anonymous donation of $500
and the Local Outreach Commission donated 
$1000.

• With the moneys given we were able to
purchase enough supplies to fill all the book 
bags and the rest was used to offset their cost. 

• We had 30 volunteers sort supplies and fill
book bags the day before the event.

• By the end of the event day we had served
147 families and two organizations and gave 
away 480 book bags.

• In the days that followed we served an
additional five families and 14 children. 

Thanks to all who made this event a success 
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and served our community in the name of Jesus. 
You were a blessing.

Here is an excerpt from a thank you I 
received last week from one of the families. 
“Thank you so much for taking extra time out 
to get me book bags for my children when 
you didn’t have it. I hated to ask and hate to 
ask for anything but I only do it because of 
my children.…” She went on to share a little of 
her personal story and then wrote, “If you can 
keep me in your prayers, I’d appreciate it. I pray 
every night but it’s not working… Maybe I’m 
doing it wrong!” 

Thank you for the part you had in meeting 
that need and please pray for this single mom 
and other households who are struggling. God 
bless!

Board of Administration 
Meeting Highlights

The Board of Administration met on 
Wednesday, August 10, 2016, in Room M115. 
Chairman Steve Shadle called the meeting 
to order at 7 p.m. Jackie Spahr opened the 
meeting with devotions and prayer. Following 
are highlights from this meeting:

Senior Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Jody Bowser shared that he is grate-

ful for a meaningful trip recently to Haiti. He 
expressed gratitude and appreciation for all 
volunteers who have worked on helping develop 
the framework for the ongoing project. He is 
encouraged by the bridge being built with the 
Arcahaie congregation by the Barnabas team. 
The Barnabas team has worked very hard to 
build a relationship with the congregation. 

Pastor Jody listed the five goals that were 
presented to him when he began ministering to 
King Street Church. He also outlined the ways 
that he has proceeded to reach those goals. 
Pastor Jody noted that he has been blessed by 

the process. He pointed out the excellent work 
of those who ministered to the congregation in 
the absence of a senior pastor. Pastor Jody noted 
that the theme for 2017 will be “Transforma-
tion.” As he oversees the King Street Church 
relationship with the United Brethren Confer-
ence, Pastor Jody continues to connect with 
leadership of the conference. He is very pleased 
with the relationships developed with Executive 
Pastor Don Baker and the administrative team 
in the office. He receives reports from Pastor 
Les weekly on visitation and pastoral care and 
meets with him. Pastor Jody leads a weekly 
Core Team meeting and also participates in 
Creative Team and worship team planning. He 
also leads a monthly meeting of all employees. 

Pastor Jody pointed out that Vision Night 
will take place on Monday, October 3. At that 
meeting all commissions will review past 
progress and future plans to successfully move 
forward in continuity to meet our vision for our 
church. Pastor Jody noted that he continues 
to oversee staff and mentor them. He plans to 
do more counseling in the future. Pastor Jody 
reported that he continues to represent King 
Street Church as he meets and connects with 
local pastors.

Executive Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Don reported that all positions within 

the staff are filled and the new employees are 
doing well. Alex Swann will complete his 
worship internship on August 21. Jay Brown, 
new Pastor of Mission/Discipleship, plans to 
begin his ministry with KSC on or before Sep-
tember 30. Pastor Don expressed gratitude to 
the Search Team for the Pastor of Mission and 
Discipleship for their service. He noted that 15 
staff will be attending the upcoming Willow 
Creek Global Leadership Summit to be held at 
Chambersburg First Church of God. Pastor Don 
reported that all staff evaluations are completed. 
He noted the successful Vacation Bible School 
with 249 children in attendance and the recent 
disbursement of 450 book bags to our commu-
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nity. Pastor Don introduced the new ideas for 
the weekend worship folder, information cards 
and welcome ministry pamphlets. There will be 
new Information Walls that will be located in 
centralized areas. Pastor Don expressed grat-
itude for the 30 new volunteers for Welcome 
Ministries. He reported that Partnership classes 
will take place September 11, 18 and 25. 

 Elders’ Report: 
Mike Wentz shared that the elders are 

spending a great deal of time and prayer on 
working through the book Church Unique and 
developing the church’s core values. He noted 
that the elders are becoming more comfortable 
with the process of meeting with Partnership 
classes and shepherding. Mike expressed how 
helpful the following statement is to the elders: 
“The Gospel is our foundation to address bro-
kenness and guides and directs all that we do 
as a church.”

Co-mission Reports: 
• Adult Ministries – Gary Porter reported on

the upcoming plans and events for adult min-
istries. He shared that a Sunday school teacher 
training/meeting may be scheduled when the 
new Pastor of Missions and Discipleship, Jay 
Brown, starts. Gary announced upcoming plans 
for events for the ConnectAbility ministry. He 
pointed out that Discipleship is now titled Grow 
in the Word and that Tim Sherald is excited to 
start teaching the first year this fall. Gary noted 
that the Beth Moore Simulcast will be held on 
September 17. Gary outlined other events that 
are being planned for the fall. He announced 
that Wednesday Night Ministries will begin 
on Wednesday, September 7. Gary submitted 
a list of classes being offered thus far.

• Children and Youth – A proposal was brought
before the Board of Administration for the 
purchase of a Roland electric drum set for use 
in Middle School Worship. The cost would be 
$999.99. The motion was approved.

• Finance – Ray Cullen reported that the
Finance Co-mission met with our representa-
tive at Merrill Lynch to review where changes 
should be made to assure safety for funds. He 
stated that their group is reviewing the process 
of collecting offerings during the 11:00 services. 
Ray reported that 91 Rhodes Grove campers 
were supported by the church with $12,630 
in scholarships. He made note that there are 
43 applicants for student grants. The financial 
report was presented and reviewed. 

• Local Outreach – Dave Miller shared that
Nate Shadle is planning a new music min-
istry outreach. The event would take place 
two Saturday mornings a month and would 
include a Gospel study. Dave is pleased with 
the progress of the Adoption sub-committee. 
They are considering the addition of a support 
group that would be made available to the 
church and the community. Dave reported 
that the sub-committee is continuing to fine 
tune the process by which they disburse grants 
to support families who do adopt. Dave made 
a motion to disburse a grant to a family that 
is in the adoption process. The motion was 
approved. Dave shared that Nate Hann is plan-
ning to create videos that highlight people 
involved in local ministries. The videos would 
include the people who have been reached and 
stories of lives that have been changed. Dave 
reported on the recent quarterly LOC meeting 
with partner ministries. He noted that many 
people are being reached. 

• Missions – Scott Bert outlined the plan by
Ron Cook for a mission trip to Jamaica to work 
on construction improvements to the Bible 
college in Mandeville. This trip is being spon-
sored by the Salem United Brethren Church. 
There are nine people from King Street Church 
also going on the trip. Scott’s motion to give 
$5000 toward construction costs for the trip 
was approved. 

Scott shared the plans of Ed and Joyce 
Jenkins, who are currently planning to do part 
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time mission work in Haiti and the Philippines. 
Ed and Joyce submitted an affiliated ministry 
support application. The Mission Co-mission 
took action to support Ed and Joyce Jenkins at 
a rate of $250 per month for the months they 
are deployed. Scott reported that Rodney Mose 
and Pastor Massillon in Haiti have estimated 
the funds required to complete construction 
on the scope that is covered by the current 
agreement we have with the Arcahaie con-
gregation. Completion of the construction is 
estimated to be the end of the 2017 calendar 
year. The King Street Church portion would be 
$28,065. Rodney recommended adding $5000 
to cover any increases or oversights. The total 
would be $33,065. Pastor Jody requested that 
the Missions Co-mission consider bringing a 
motion to the Board of Administration to seek 
pre-approval for the full amount. Funds would 
be distributed in the same manner without the 
need for additional motions. There will not be 
a lump sum distribution. If the cost exceeds 
the above amount, additional motions will be 
proposed. Scott’s motion to preapprove $33,065 
in matching funds as part of the MOU with the 
Arcahaie congregation with the understanding 
that the Mission Co-mission will report the 
disbursement to the Board of Administration 
each month was approved.

 • Pastoral Care – Jackie Spahr shared that as
she visits shut-ins, they tell her that they are so 
blessed by the sermons that they hear through 
the radio broadcasts. Many are being reached 
through that medium.

• Personnel Relations – Eric Oyer shared that
the PRC held a picnic for staff and their families 
on July 26. He reported that the 2016 Orga-
nizational Chart is complete. Eric’s motion 
to approve changes to the Communications 
Assistant job description was approved. Eric 
presented completed pay scales for the staff. 
He stated that annual reviews and ratings are 
complete. Eric’s motion to approve COLA 
and Merit Pay increases effective 9/16/16 was 

approved. Eric’s motion to approve Christmas 
bonuses for 2016 was approved. Eric ‘s motion 
to approve changes to the Pay Policy stating 
that employees with less than six months of 
service will not receive a COLA increase was 
also approved. 

• Property – Alex Rohrbaugh updated the
Board of Administration on the progress for a 
potential Gathering Place Atrium, repairs on 
sidewalk and inspection of the exterior steps 
to the Narthex entrance. The co-mission has 
considered two quotes for restriping parking 
space lines for the Baker Center lot, the current 
office building lot and the King Street Commu-
nity Center lot. Alex’s motion to select Alpha 
Space Control to restripe the parking lot lines 
was approved. Alex outlined the progress on 
the construction for the new office building on 
56 North Second Street. Construction is on 
schedule and has a completion date of October 
14. The Decorating Committee met on August
5 along with the painter. He reported that a
buried fuel tank has been found under concrete 
on the property. Cost of the added work for this 
item is unsure and will be handled as a change
order to Brechbill & Helman. Alex shared that
the installation of a fiber line across the street
for telephone and network is not included in
the construction costs. Alex made a motion
that Global Data be chosen to do the installa-
tion. The motion was approved. Alex made a
motion that Global Data be chosen to install
the telephone system for the office building and 
the church building. The motion was approved. 
Alex reported that the co-mission reviewed
five quotes for replacement of the roof on the
community center. Alex’s motion that B&B
Roofing be chosen to replace roofing on the
community center was approved. Funding
for this project will come from the Building
Fund. Alex’s motion to select Rodney B. Smith
Plumbing and Heating to install the new HVAC
system in the community center was approved.
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Building a Meaningful 
Personal Prayer Life
by Nancy Fritz
Prayer Ministry

This series of articles is written to encourage 
and challenge each of us in our personal prayer 
life.

Because God is ALL KNOWING (omni-
scient), ALL POWERFUL (omnipotent) and 
EVERYWHERE PRESENT (omnipresent), we 
understand that He already knows everyone 
of us and everything about us. He hears all 
our words, sees all our actions, and knows all 
our thoughts. The most amazing thing is that 
He LOVES US ANYWAY!! In fact, He loves 
us enough to not let us remain in the sinful 
state in which we were born. This is the good 
news of the GOSPEL—God’s love for mankind 
demonstrated through the death of His only 
Son, Jesus!

The first step to building a meaningful per-
sonal prayer life with God is to get to KNOW 
HIM. Not just know ABOUT Him, but KNOW 
Him as our personal Savior. In John chapter 3, 
verse 3, Jesus told Nicodemus that he must be 
born again. Some refer to this experience as 

• Worship Arts – Chuck Schussler reported
that the co-mission is exploring the possibility 
of developing a subcommittee to come up with 
creative ideas for visual art and/or art shows. 
Chuck shared an update from Phil Shuman 
that the work on the organ is delayed because 
of blueprints. Chuck announced the beginning 
dates for the return of the adult choir (9/11) and 
children’s choir (10/16). Also, he announced 
that Jenn Roberts would be returning to lead 
the Children’s Choir along with Liz Brown.

Administrative Report:
Steve Shadle reported that the Church 

Directory will be winding down within the 
next weeks. There is a need for more pictures 
of activities that take place within the church. 
Steve requested that 2017 budget requests be 
submitted as soon as possible. 

(These highlights are taken from minutes 
written by Karen Byers, Recording Secretary for 
the Board of Administration. Board meetings 
are open to members of King Street Church. 
Unabridged copies of the minutes from the 
August meeting will be available at the church 
office after they are approved at the next 
meeting.)

Kids Choir
The Kids Choir is a great opportunity 

for children to express themselves 
musically while learning to 

worship God! 
 Kids in grades 1-5 are invited to join us 

for the first rehearsal on Wednesday, 
September 14 at 6:15 in 

the Choir Room. 
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getting saved, being converted, receiving New 
Life or being redeemed. Our pastors, teachers, 
friends, family, or radio speakers cannot do this 
for us! They can encourage, instruct, counsel, 
and model the role of “child of God,” but each 
person must make this decision him/herself. 

If you have not yet become a child of God, 
you can do so now, by following these biblical 
steps. 

BE SURE TO READ THE SCRIPTURES!
1. Believe God exists and that He loves

you and wants each person—men, women, 
boys, and girls—to spend eternity with Him 
(Heb. 11:6, John 14: 1-3, Rom. 5:1-2).

2. Believe the Bible is God’s Word (II Tim.
3:16) and His Word is Truth (John 8:31- 32, 
John 17:17)!

3. Agree with God’s Word that you are a
sinner (Rom 3: 10-12, Rom 3:23, I John 1: 8-10). 

4. Accept the fact that you cannot save your-
self (John 1:12 , John 3:36, Gal. 1:3-5 , I John 1:9).

5. By faith in God and what he tells us in His 
Word, the Bible, believe and accept this Truth: 
“God sent Jesus, His only Son, to earth to die 
for the sins of all mankind.” Jesus’ shed blood, 
His death and resurrection, and His promise 
to return are all part of the Gospel—the good 
news that tells us how we can become a CHILD 
OF God. Take time to read these Scriptures 
(John 3:16, Rom. 3:22 & 23, Rom. 4:23-25, Rom. 
10: 9-13, Acts 4:12, II Cor. 5:21, John 1:12,13).

6. Then, act upon what you learn. In sincere
prayer, tell God you want to become His child. 
Use your own words—He hears and sees your 
heart. (Here’s a sample prayer:) “Thank you 
God, for loving this world enough to send your 
Son, Jesus, to die for the sins of all mankind. 
Thank you for including me! I am a sinner and 
I cannot save myself. I believe Jesus’ death on 
the cross paid for my sin. By faith in God and 
His Holy Word, I ask you to forgive my sin and 
come into my life to be my Savior and Lord, 
from now and through all eternity. Thank You, 
Jesus. Amen! “

7. Rejoice and give thanks! You are now
a member of God’s family! You have the rest 
of your life to build a meaningful and lasting 
relationship with God through His Word and 
your personal prayer life. You can talk to Him 
anytime, anywhere, about anything—and 
include Him in everything you do  (Acts 2:25-28)!

 If you’ve been a child of God for some time, 
but still find your prayer life void, mundane or 
sporadic, don’t be discouraged; God doesn’t 
walk out of our life when we get side-tracked. 
Don’t keep running away—Run TO HIM! Seek 
His mercy, forgiveness and grace and get back 
to your relationship building (I John 1:9, Isaiah 
55:7, Micah 7:18 and 19, Psalm 66:18-20).

In upcoming articles we’ll discuss additional 
cautions and offer some specific tips to help 
us daily as we continue to build a strong and 
genuine relationship with the One in whom we 
live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).

If you prayed to receive Jesus or if you have 
questions or comments, please let us know. You 
may email us @ wilnan@comcast.net.

United 
Brethren

Golf
Tournament

Our UB Golf Tournament is Friday, 
September 16 at Greencastle Greens 
Golf Club. Find forms in all the foyers 
or church office. The tournament 
costs $60 and once again bene-
fits Rhodes Grove Camp and the 
Mid-Atlantic Foundation. For more 
info contact Bobby Culler: bobbyc@
mtp-church.org, or call (717) 264-
8414, ext 204.
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Partnership Classes 
The mission here at King Street 

Church is to engage and bless our 
community with the gospel. If you’d 
like to fully commit to partnering with 
us in that mission, plan to attend ALL 
THREE membership classes: Septem-
ber 11, 18 and 25. They are offered 
at 9:45 a.m. or 11 a.m. in room M17. 

Baptism Classes 
Take the next step in your faith 

journey! The next baptism at King 
Street will be on Sunday, October 23. 
To participate attend a preparation 
class on either Sunday, October 2 or 
Sunday, October 9 at 9:30 a.m., 10:45 
a.m. or 12 noon in M17.

Child Dedication Classes 
It is an important step to dedicate 

your child to the Lord. If you are 
interested in participating in the child 
dedication on October 30, plan to 
attend a short preparation class on 
either Sunday, October 9 or Sunday, 
October 16 at 11 a.m. in M221. 

Once More Ministries 
Report

Thanks be to God for his grace and 
mercy as we are called to be his hands 
and feet. His love for us calls us to love 
everyone and to be generous as we are 
able. For this we are thankful to him. 

Once More Ministries distribution is 
September 10 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at 
the community center building. We antici-
pate that God will allow us to touch many 
needy families and through the planting 
of many seeds, may the family of our 
Heavenly Father grow.

OMM asks you to lift this ministry 
up to God in prayer, that the seeds that 
are sown will land on fertile soils. That 
through the holy spirit and compassion 
of Jesus Christ many will answer the call 
to be His children, come to know Him 
and love Him.

This service that you perform is not 
only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 
people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God (2 Corin-
thians 9:12).

Thanks be to God
OMM Volunteers
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Our new season of study will 
begin Wednesday, September 7, 

7-8:30 p.m.

Nursery/ Children’s Programs are 
offered from September 7 through 
November 16. A parent must stay 

on-site for Nursery, Pre-School and 
Kindergarten children.

Pastoral Epistles
Rev. Buck Summers (M28)
The pastoral epistles are three Lively 
letters written to assist in the healthy 
functioning of a local church. They 
instruct Christian believers regarding 
the realities, roles and responsibilities of 
men and women in the family of God. 
This study challenges participants to 
live with gusto as true Christ-followers.

Miracles of Jesus
Roger Watson (M2) 
In this course we will look at the details 
of the miracles performed by Jesus and at 
their place in His ministry. We will follow 
the connections between the miracles and 
the person and work of Christ and how 

they express who Christ is and what he 
came to share with Israel and the world.

Making Marriages Work
Ellen Gigliotti (M121) 
Limited to 10 couples. This class is based 
on The New York Times bestseller The 
Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work, 
which was developed from four decades 
of research with more than 3,000 couples. 
Drs. John and Julie Gottman offer an inno-
vative method of correcting behaviors that 
cripple marriages and provide practical 
ways to enhance the daily moments that 
make up the heart of any relationship. Ellen 
Gigliotti is a local licensed marriage and 
family therapist and an approved Seven 
Principles educator.

Divorce Care
Kathy Coppens (KSCC-C7) 
This support group is for those who have 
experienced a broken relationship.

Grief Share
Ann Culbertson, Jackie Spahr and
Brian Knepper (M4) 
GriefShare is a faith-based support for those 
suffering the deep loss of a loved one. It is 
led by facilitators who have experienced 
such loss and can relate. The group is struc-
tured to assist in processing your loss and 
provide tools to help healing begin.

Grow in the Word 1
Formerly called Discipleship 1 
Tim Sherald (M9) 
Gain confidence in applying the Bible to 
daily life through this two-year overview. 
The course is designed to help you under-
stand the “big picture” of the Bible and 
apply truth to daily living.
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Pottery
Don and Mary Burkholder (KSCC 
Studio, downstairs)
Following devotions inspired by the pottery 
process, participants learn hand-building 
techniques and throwing on the potter’s 
wheel, while completing numerous proj-
ects. Cost is $20. The fall class is full but 
names are being taken for the January 2017 
class.

MEN’S CLASS: 

Battle Plan for Prayer
Mike White and Fred Ailes (M27/29) 
This study is part of our men’s group 
Band of Brothers. It is designed to help 
our guys become powerful men of prayer 
and develop a deeper walk with God as 
they seek the Lord to fight their battles.

WOMEN’S CLASSES: 

Beth Moore: Entrusted
Pat Marrone (M215) 
God has entrusted us with the great and 
mighty gift of the Gospel, something too 
precious and life-giving to keep to our-
selves. In this study we will learn how to 
share Christ with others and mentor future 
generations. 

Priscilla Shirer: Breathe
Stephanie White (M19) 
By neglecting time for tranquility, serenity 
and repose, we limit our Christlikeness and 
miss out on some of God’s greatest gifts. It 
is time for us to breathe and build margin 
into our lives for God.

Register online at
kingstreetchurch.com

 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Adults are $4, ages 3-18 $2, under 
3 free, with a $10 max per family. 

Sign-up in the lobbies.
The meal is convenient for those 

attending a Wednesday night study 
and provides a chance to fellowship 

with other people at KSC. 

September 7
Ham Green Beans 

Macaroni and Cheese
Rolls • Fruit • Dessert

u u u

September 14
Pulled Pork

Au Gratin Potatoes
Coleslaw • Fruit • Dessert

u u u

September 21
Ham Balls

Scalloped Potatoes 
Peas • Rolls • Fruit • Dessert

u u u

September 28
BBQ Chicken • Potato Wedges

Steamed Broccoli
Rolls • Fruit • Dessert



MONDAY TUESDAYSUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 2016
OCTOBER 2016

 S M T W T F S 
1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14  15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23/30  24/31 25 26 27 28 29 

AUGUST 2016
 S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14  15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31

4 5 6

11 12 13
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8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship

Adult and Youth Sunday School

8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Partnership Class (M17)
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship

Adult and Youth Sunday School
Partnership Class (M17)

8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:15 a.m. Blood Pressure Check, Parish Nurse Room (M117)
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Partnership Class (M17)
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship

Adult and Youth Sunday School, Partnership Class (M17)

8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Partnership Class (M17)
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship

Adult and Youth Sunday School
Partnership Class (M17)

Communion, Patriot Day, National Grandparents Day

Labor Day



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

7 8 9 10

14 15 16 17

21 22 23 24

28

9:30 a.m. Fear and Faith: Finding the Peace 
Your Heart Craves by Trillia Newbell 
Women’s Study begins (M19)

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening Meal
7:00 p.m. Nursery and Children’s Program

Youth Street Meeting
Adult Elective Classes

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening Meal
6:15 p.m. Kids Choir begins (M7)
7:00 p.m. Nursery and Children’s Program

Youth Street Meeting
Adult Elective Classes

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening Meal
7:00 p.m. Nursery and Children’s Program

Youth Street Meeting
Adult Elective Classes

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening Meal
7:00 p.m. Nursery and Children’s Program

Youth Street Meeting
Adult Elective Classes

6:30 a.m. War Room by 
Priscilla Shirer 
Women’s Study 
begins (M9)

9:30 a.m. Armor of God by 
Priscilla Shirer 
Women’s Study 
begins (KSCC-C8)

7:00 a.m. PrimeTimer’s Bus 
Trip to Reading

UB Golf Tournament

7:00 p.m. Cry Out Simulcast

2016 Women’s Conference
United Brethren in Christ

Gettysburg

9:30 a.m. Saturday Sanctuary
Fellowship Room

10:00 a.m. Living Proof Simulcast 
with Beth Moore
Baker Center

First Day of 
Autumn

29 30



JUST FOR KIDS
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Quotes of the Week

Kid's Page Answer
TRAIL LIFE FOR BOYS 
Boys aged 5 through 12th grade 

are invited to join Trail Life, a Chris-
tian-based outdoor adventure club. 
They meet on Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
in the Cumberland Valley Christian 
School cafeteria. For more information
call KSC member Wayne Myers at (717) 
816-7027 or visit the official website:
www.traillifeusa.com.

The Decision America 2016 Tour with 
Franklin Graham will be at the Capitol at 
Soldiers & Sailors Grove in Harrisburg, 
Pa. on Thursday, September 15. The 
gathering begins at 12 noon. There 
are three chartered buses leaving from 
Mt. Pleasant United Brethren Church 
at about 9 a.m. The cost for round-trip 
transportation is $25/person. For bus 
reservations and additional details, 
contact Loretta Tharp at 717-749-3897.

 For more information visit
https://decisionamericatour.com.

DECISION AMERICA
2016 TOUR
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by Susanna Allen
Communications Assistant

On Sunday, August 21 the New Wave of Wel-
coming went into action at King Street Church 
and it was exciting! The Welcome Centers were 
positioned right inside the doors of the Baker 
Center and Sanctuary, outfitted with fresh-
ly-printed Welcome Cards that provide an 
overview of our services and programs. A team 
of volunteers managed the booths at all three 
services, where they smiled, opened doors, 
said “good morning” and provided assistance 
however they could. 

We met first-time guests at each service and 
many people approached the booths for help. 

• “Is this the Baker Center?” one woman
asked as she rushed into the Sanctuary
lobby.

•  “What’s the difference between the Sanc-
tuary and Baker Center services?”

• “I’m meeting my friend at her Sunday
school class but I can’t remember where
it is.”

Every question was answered and every 
person made it to their worship service. With 
each smile, hand shake, and cheerful greeting, 
the volunteers helped to create something much 
more significant: a culture of welcoming at King 

Street Church. 
Penny Poorman was one person who felt par-

ticularly impacted by the greeting she received. 
“There were just welcoming people everywhere, 
smiling so brightly. It was awesome!” she says. 

While not a guest—she has been a member 
for more than 12 years—Penny still appreciated 
being welcomed to the service. It caused her to 
reflect on her first Sundays at King Street and 
how important it was for her to feel cared for.

 She sat in a pew near the front. Her daughter 
is part of The Street Student Ministries and 
her husband wasn’t able to make it that day, 
so Penny found herself as she sometimes did, a 
“single in the pew.” Soon after, another lady sat 
down in her pew, a safe distance from Penny. 
She gave Penny a quick smile, then turned 
away. Penny understood what it was like to 
worship alone. 

 “I sat there and thought—go on, reach out 
and say ‘hello,’” Penny says. “The experience in 
the lobby really prompted my heart.”

So she reached out, touched the lady on 
the shoulder, and said, “Hi, my name is Penny. 
I wanted to say ‘good morning.’”

The lady was pleasantly surprised. After 
chatting a moment, she said she thought she 
knew Penny. They discovered that Penny had 
given a Mary Kay party at her home more than 
ten years previous.

What made the evening memorable to 
Penny was that the lady had been discouraged 
by some recent struggles in her life and had 
shared these with Penny after the party. Even 
though she didn’t know her well, Penny felt 
burdened to pray for the woman. Every time 
she passed her house, she thought of the woman 
and took a moment to pray. 

The years had passed and while Penny had 
forgotten her name, she still remembered the 
woman’s story, and was still praying for God’s 
blessing on her life. 

Sitting next to her in the sanctuary on 
August 21, Penny was touched with the reali-
zation that here sat the woman for whom she 
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had prayed so many times!
“I’ve been praying for you!” she shared. 
It was an amazing moment as the woman 

received the news that she was being thought 
of by someone she barely knew! 

After the service, Penny gave her a hug 
and asked her if she was part of a Sunday 
school class. She wasn’t, but had been 
thinking of trying one. Penny invited her to 
visit Feet to Faith with her. 

Penny said, “The outcome of my 
Sunday morning was unusual and 
amazing, but it wouldn’t have happened if 
I hadn’t first been welcomed. That’s what 
prompted my heart.” 

Penny’s story may seem unique, but we think 
it holds potential for every person across the 
services. If each of us can embrace a renewed 
spirit of welcoming here at KSC, we will find 
ourselves meeting new people, sharing a piece 
of ourselves and making a very real impact on 
people’s lives. 

And so we invite everyone—the entire con-
gregation—to catch the New Wave of 
Welcoming! Take an extra moment to meet 
someone new this Sunday morning. Together, 
let’s build a stronger, contagious culture of 
welcoming at King Street Church. 

VOLUNTEERS at every post!  
The enthusiastic response to our call 

for helpers for this project has been ener-
gizing.  We celebrate every person who 
has helped these past many years to build 
a strong foundation of Welcome Ministries 
and we celebrate every new person who 
has stepped up to be counted in this most 
recent vision.  If you’re interested in partic-
ipating, it’s not too late to join a Welcome 
Team!  Contact Dixie Cantrell, Volunteer 
Coordinator, at dcantrell@kschurch.org, 
or call (717) 496-7913.

COMING SOON!
On September 11 we will present a new 

worship folder and other changes to our 
mate-rials. Here is a sneak peak of what to 
expect:

CONNECT CARD
Starting September 11 you will find a 

Connect Card in the worship folder every 
week. It is designed to be used by anyone in 
the congregation for a variety of reasons. Guests 
are invited to use the card to connect with our 
staff. You can also update your address, sign up 
to volunteer or request more information 
about the church. There’s even a spot for 
sharing a praise or prayer request. 

INFORMATION WALLS
New Information Walls will be located 

throughout the church. These areas will 
con-solidate our brochures, event forms, and 
other media into central locations, so you 
can find just what you need in one stop. 
The largest Information Wall will be located 
off of the Rotz foyer, directly across from the 
Chalkboard Wall. Smaller walls will be 
installed in the Sanctuary and Baker Center 
lobbies. 

MINISTRY CARDS
In place of our quarterly LINK Guide, we 

will now offer individual Ministry Cards on the 
Information Walls. The cards will inform 
on our main areas of ministry, including 
Worship Arts, Adult Sunday School, Men’s and 
Women’s Activities, Programs for Children and 
Students, and both Local and Global 
Outreach.
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Mom2Mom
Meets on Thursday at 9:30 a.m. 
starting August 25, [M27/29] 

This support group is for mothers of toddlers and 
elementary-aged children.

Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer
Starts Thursday, September 8 and will meet 

every other Thursday, 9:30-11 a.m.,
[King St. Community Center, C8], 

facilitated by Diane Hostetter 
This study of Ephesians 6 helps develop an action plan 
for putting on your armor and securing victory against 
the enemy. Call Diane Hostetter at 267-0332 to reserve 

your book for this Bible study.

War Room by Priscilla Shirer
Starts Thursday, September 8 and will meet 
every other Thursday, 6:30–7:30 a.m. [M9]

facilitated by Bonnie Johns 

This study explores an understanding of spiritual 
welfare and how to develop strategies to battle

 Satan through prayer.

Fear and Faith: Finding the Peace Your 
Heart Craves by Trillia Newbell 

Starts Wednesday morning, September 7, 
9:30 a.m., 5 weeks, [M19], facilitated by Carol 

Hockenberry and Sherry Sellers 
Fear can paralyze our spirit, damage relationships and 

hinder our faith. Learn to use God’s love and strength to 
face your fears. Following this course the same group 
will study Perfect Love: Pursuing Intimacy with 

Christ through the Song of Solomon by Lisa Harper.

Italian Dinner
Friday October 14
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fellowship Room

Bring either rolls or a dessert
Main dish, salad, 
drinks provided

Please RSVP to Darla at 717-352-
4237 or email 

womensministry@kschurch.org

Saturday, September 17
Baker Center

10 a.m.–5:15 p.m.
Doors open at 9 a.m. for breakfast.

Cost is $25, which includes 
breakfast and lunch.

Register by September 5
Online registration: 

www.kingstreetchurch.com
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Ladies, join us on Friday, September 
23, from 7-10 p.m. for a nationwide prayer 
simulcast hosted by Revive Our Hearts and 
the True Woman Movement. Together, 
and led by leaders such as Nancy DeMoss 
Wolgemuth, Kay Arthur and Joni Erickson 
Tada, we will seek the Lord to intervene 
in our world, our nation, and our homes. 
This simulcast is the final night in a True 
Woman National Women’s Conference. 
The simulcast prayer event is free. For 
more details, check out cryout16.com. 
RSVP to womensministry@kschurch.org. 

2016 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
United Brethren in Christ
Sept. 30 – Oct. 2, 2016

Gettysburg, Pa.
Wyndham Gettysburg Hotel

Our own praise band is leading 
worship at this event. 

Nicky (Boelter) Poarch, a longtime 
friend of King Street Church, is 

the featured speaker. 

Call (888) 622-3019, ext. 311, or visit 
ub.org/women/womens-conference/.

Mail to: PMI, P.O. Box 941, 
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Seats are reserved. Reservations 
available for tables of 8.

Parties wishing to sit together should 
reserve under one name. Reserve early!
I look forward to attending PMI’s Annual 

Fundraising Dinner on Thursday, October 13.
There will be _____ person(s) in my party.

Name:______________________________ 
Phone: ______________________________
Address: ____________________________
___________________________________
Email Address: _______________________
I cannot attend, but I wish to make a
tax-deductible donation of $______________ 
toward your dinner’s goal.
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We are almost two-thirds of the way through 
reading the Bible. Has God been speaking to your 
heart? Maybe a Scripture verse has stood out to you. 
We invite you to share a verse on the Chalkboard 
Wall off the Rotz foyer. It’s one more way that we 
can share this amazing experience with each other.

ADOPTION MINISTRY 
NEWS 

 Adoption Support Group
The Orphan Care and Adoption Min-

istry here at King Street Church is starting 
a support group for adoptive and foster 
parents, no matter where you are in the 
process. The first meeting is Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20. At 6 p.m. there will be a light 
dinner and time of fellowship for the whole 
family. At 6:30 the children will be dis-
missed to rooms with childcare provided, 
while the parents participate in the meeting. 
The evening will draw to a close around 
8 p.m. If you have questions, contact Rex 
Black at adoption@kschurch.org. 

 Adoption Applications
The Orphan Care and Adoption Ministry 

of King Street Church is now accepting 
applications for their Grant Fund. If you 
are in the process of adopting a child and 
would benefit from a financial grant, be 
sure to submit your application by Friday, 
September 30. You’ll find all the materials 
on our website, www.kingstreetchurch.com. 
Choose the Ministries tab, then Orphan 

Care and Adoption Ministry. Return your 
application to the church office or scan/
email to Rex Black at adoption@kschurch.
org.

Adoption Communion Offering 
On Sunday, September 11, the Commu-

nion Offering will go to support our own 
Orphan Care and Adoption Ministry, which 
provides financial grants to KSC partner 
couples who are in the process of adoption. 

The 
Orphan Care 
and Adop-
tion Ministry 
would like to 
say “THANK 
YOU” to all 
who have 
invested in 

the Adoption Fund. Because of your 
generosity we have been able to offer 
this year’s first Adoption Grant to Pat 
and Karen Holden. Please continue to 
support the Holdens with your prayers 
and encouragement as they wait for 
placement of their new family mem-
ber(s) from Haiti. If you want you can 
follow the Holden’s story at: 
holdensinhaiti.wordpress.com.
So...let’s CELEBRATE what God has 
done and is doing through the ministry 
of adoption!!
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CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated. Our appointments have concluded. 
If you are still interested in having your 
photo in the directory, we have a small 
window where you may be able to get 
an appointment at another local church. 
Call LifeTouch directly: (800) 521-4611. 

· Your photos are in! For those who

 did not order a package, your free 
8x10 is available in the Rotz foyer. If you 
received photos and have a concern, call 
(888) 313-1746 for assistance.

· Include me in the back. If you 
chose NOT to have your photo taken 
for the directory, but you would like to be 
included in the listing in the back, please 
forward the information that you feel 
comfortable sharing — name (all family 
members), address, phone, email — to 
Debbie Watson: dwatson@kschurch.org. 
If we do not hear from you by Septem-
ber 4, we will understand that you do not 
wish to be included. For all those who 
HAVE had a portrait taken, we are already 
planning to include your information. 
If you wish for any information to be 
withheld, such as your email or address, 
please also contact Debbie.
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Checks should be made payable to KSC PrimeTimers.
Call Karen Aikman, (717) 267-2116 or (717) 860-0008, to sign up for the events.

Send deposits or payments to Karen Aikman, 604 Devon Dr., Chambersburg, PA 17201. 
Call Jerry Aikman, 267-2116, for more information.

Day trip deposit is $10 at time of sign up. Overnight trip deposit is $50 at time of sign up.

  September
Bollman Bus Trip to Reading, PA
	 •	Thursday,	Sept.	15
	 •	Trip	includes	guided	morning	visits	to	a	

pagoda, Berks County Heritage Museum and 
the Mid-Atlantic Air Museum with WWII era 
planes, lunch at Buca di Beppo in downtown 
Reading and an afternoon train ride on the 
Colebrookdale Railroad in Boyertown.

	 •		Cost:	$125,	includes	transportation,	lunch,	
admissions, train ride, gratuities and step-on-
guide.

	 •		Cutoff	and	payment	past	due.
	 •		Depart	KSCC	at	7	a.m.

October
Bollman Bus Trip to Pigeon Forge/
Smoky Mountains
	 •	October	17–20
	 •	Highlights	include	guided	tour	of	the	Smoky	

Mountain National Park, visit to the Christ of 
the Mountains Museum and Gardens, visit to 
Dollywood and four shows in Pigeon Forge.

	 •		Cost:	$645	per	person/double.
	 •	Cutoff	and	payment	past	due.
	 •	Departure	from	KSCC	at	6	a.m.

November
Minibus Trip to Christmas Show at 
Antietam Recreation Center
	 •	Friday,	November	18
	 •	Cost:	$40,	includes	transportation,	show,	

taxes and gratuities.
	 •	Cutoff and payment due date changed from 

October 14 to September 12, 2016.
	 •	Departure	from	KSCC	at	5:15	p.m.

December
PrimeTimers Christmas Luncheon
	 •	Wednesday,	December	14

PRIMETIMERS
UPDATES

 •	Entertainment	will	be	provided	by	Phil	
Shuman at the organ at 11 a.m. in the 
church sanctuary

	 •	Followed	by	lunch	at	noon	in	the	Baker	
Center

	 •	Cost:	$17
	 •	Meal	catered	by	Kathy’s	Deli
	 •	Cutoff	and	payment	due	November	23,	2016



MISSIONS 
NEWS

Update from Emily 
Schoenleber, August 7, 2016
(Emily serves in New Zealand with YWAM, Youth 
With a Mission)

A New School Has Begun
I never know where to start with my news-

letters because there is always so much that 
happens in such a short amount of time. I 
suppose I’ll rewind back to June and the three 
wonderful weeks I was able to spend at home 
in Pennsylvania. What a blessing it was to be 
surrounded by my family, friends, and church 
community!

• Spending time with my amazing family. 
Pizza, picnics, campfires (complete with moun-
tain pies and s’mores), going to the drive-ins and 
just simply being at home. The little things like 
sitting on the couch watching a movie together, 
getting groceries at the store or eating dinner 
together were so special. Love you all. 

• All the local favorites like... The Butcher 
Shoppe, C and C Coffee, Krumpe’s, the Igloo.

• Catching up with friends from childhood, 
youth group, and high school. Whether it 
was having coffee or going out to High Rock, 
whether it was a quick half hour chat or we 
hung out for hours, I can’t tell you all enough 
how much I appreciated spending time with 
each and every one of you. 

• Back at King Street Church. This one is a 
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blessing that I see more and more each time I 
return home. King Street has been like a second 
home to me all my life and it warms my heart 
each time I’m home and get to see so many 
familiar faces. We hosted another Spaghetti 
Dinner fundraiser one Sunday afternoon and 
I was able to share more about the first half 
of my year. (Another HUGE thank you to all 
the volunteers and everyone who came out 
to support me.) Second really awesome thing 
about King Street while I was home is that I 
was able to help out at VBS as a crew leader. It 
was a BLAST. Since I worked at camp, I haven’t 
helped at VBS since I was on the praise team in 
middle school. It was such a special time and 
God was teaching me things right alongside 
the kiddos. 

• Rhodes Grove Camp. As some of you 
know, I grew up going to summer camp at 
Rhodes Grove and went on to work there for 
about four years. It was quite sad not spend-
ing my summer there (the first time in about 
twelve years.) but I was so thankful to be able 
to go visit for a few hours and see the staff and 
some of my previous campers. So many special 
memories there. 

• All in all my time at home was an immense 
blessing and definitely worth the many, many 
hours of travel on land and over the sea!

We began staff training the day after I 
arrived back in New Zealand. During the first 
week or so of staff training, our DTS Director 
sat down with me and asked me to lead the 
Prayer & Passion school. Some of you may be 
asking, “What does that mean?” Well I’m glad 
you asked. Let me tell you. Here at Marine 
Reach we offer various “streams” of the DTS. 
During the January and July quarters there 
are five different streams or focuses that are 
offered. All of the streams are combined for 
weekly lectures, worship, intercession, school 
activities, etc. But there is one afternoon a 
week that each one has their own stream time. 
Stream time could be a variety of things from 



to join the Christar Lincoln team, church planting among least-
reached and even unreached/unengaged people groups. Due to lots of 
paperwork, meetings, company and another ministry trip to NJ, only 
last night did we get to officially our letter of acceptance. 

We will be joining the Lincoln team in August!!!
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as well as quick processing/approval of my visa.
Prayers as I am planning outreach would 

also be much appreciated. Thank you all so 
much for reading and keeping up with what 
I’m doing. Blessings from Tauranga.

Excerpts from the Pierces’ 
E-Postal Newsletters, 
August 20, 2016
(Bernie and Sherry are serving in Lincoln, 
Nebraska with Christar.)

Hello, Lincoln!
We made it to Lincoln, Nebraska, one week 

ago today after making stops to see special 
friends in Ohio and Iowa. God protected us 
as we traveled in a U-Haul (driven by Sherry’s 
dad) and the van. In addition it was fun to make 
some last-minute summer family memories 
with these friends, as well as a few days here 
with “Grandpa.”

We have been blessed to temporarily stay 
in a parsonage that has been more than suffi-
cient, arranged by a team member’s gracious 
help. Our current Christar team of three other 
couples has been very gracious, from helping us 
unload the U-Haul in 95 degree heat to calling 
and praying with us and inviting us for meals. 
We are grateful.

Nest hunting: Right now our main objective 
is to find affordable housing that needs to start 
in September. PLEASE pray with us to this end, 
and pray that the timing would coordinate in 
such a way that our shipment from France can 
be delivered to our new residence.

Another fun coincidence: (Nope, we don’t 
believe in them.) Bernie started a conversation 
with a cashier, who appeared to be an inter-
national, and ended up introducing himself 
and shaking hands. Imagine Bernie’s surprise 
when he walked into the Arabic church Sunday 
evening and saw him and his family there.

topic focused lectures to practical application 
like prayer walks, worship times and interces-
sion. Being a school leader means I organize 
each stream time so I teach on different topics 
relating to prayer, intimacy with God, etc. As 
the school leader I am also the outreach leader, 
so I have already begun planning our outreach 
which will take place from mid October to 
late November. Being a school leader is just in 
addition to my role as a DTS staff member so 
I still have similar responsibilities to the last 
school. I have two girls, Erin (Canada) and Holly 
(Australia) that are my one-on-ones who I am 
walking alongside of and mentoring this season. 
I’m so excited to continue to get to know them 
and see how they grow and change over the 
next few months. Since they are both Prayer 
& Passion students, that means they will both 
be on my outreach team.

Speaking of students, our 36 students arrived 
about three weeks ago and since their arrival we 
have gone through orientation/life stories week 
and two weeks of lectures. Orientation week is 
also when the students experience the Powhiri, 
the traditional Maori welcoming ceremony. The 
last three days of orientation week are set aside 
for life stories where the students are given the 
opportunity to share their testimonies—the 
good, the bad, and the parts they may have 
never told before. Those three days are generally 
emotionally, spiritually, mentally and physically 
draining because all day is spent listening to and 
praying for the students. But it is such a sweet 
time of building unity and seeing the students 
experience freedom from guilt, shame and 
hurt of the past. I’ve been learning more and 
more about God’s provision and providence. 
He doesn’t give me the last and the worst but 
He gives GOOD gifts. And I don’t have to feel 
guilty about receiving gifts from Him because 
He has everything in abundance and He loves me. 

I have just submitted an application for a 
Religious Workers visa because my current 
Working/Holiday visa expires in early October. 
Pray for favor with New Zealand immigration 



That sinking feeling: Thanks for praying 
for God to make up the support lack we have 
now due to this move, the Christar finance 
program change over and the normal summer 
lull. We have a *major* debt with Christar that 
is weighing heavy right now on our minds. 
Thanks for praying, and thank you SO much 
to those who are faithfully giving. Incidentally, 
we have been reminded that following Christ 
is not always easy, nor cheap sometimes, but 
it IS the right thing to do.

Praise
1.  Safety in travel
2.  All the help we had in packing/unloading 
3.  A kind, gracious Christar team 
4.  Warm memories made on the way
5.  A good start for Joshua in 4th grade
6.  A place to stay for these three weeks

Prayer Requests
1.  God-directed housing that we can call 

“home,” even if it’s a temporary rental
2.  God’s provision for our MAJOR support 

deficit 
3.  The ability to focus on and live the TRUTH 

we know, that our time with Jesus would be 
our priority

4.  Wisdom in parenting Joshua and Timothy
5. Timing in our belongings arriving from 

France 
6. Wisdom and direction as we look to our 

future work here among the M’s, Yezidis 
and Sabeans

Prayer Requests for the 
Kisamores, August 20, 2016
(Travis and Bekii serve in Quemchi, Chiloe Island, 
Chile, with Eastern Mennonite Missions. The 
updates are from Ann Vincenti, Bekii’s mother.)

Here are some prayers for you to lift up on 
Travis’s and Bekii’s behalf:

The Kisamores have been invited to a 
27

birthday party (this weekend) at the home of 
friends with whom they have experienced a 
painful break in relationship. Please pray for 
them as they enter this experience—that this 
unexpected open door will enable them all to 
grant grace and forgiveness and that it will lead 
to a renewed friendship as Travis and Bekii 
prepare to leave the mission in Chile shortly. 
Pray that Travis and Bekii will have God’s words 
and spirit for this meeting. Praise God that 
He has moved in the hearts of these friends to 
reach out at this time. 

Praise God that He continues to bring to the 
Kisamore’s the desires of people to learn more 
about God and have Him part of their lives. A 
woman who knows Bekii only slightly through 
the Kids Club requested a time of prayer with 
Bekii. She and co-worker Maritza were able 
to meet with this woman and pray with her. 

Fellow missionary, Noemi, and Bekii are 
planning a women’s retreat for the end of 
August. There have been some “bumps in the 
road,” so please pray that the women will find a 
place to meet and will be able to have a time of 
spiritual refreshing and renewal in the knowl-
edge of their value and worth to God.

Travis is suffering with bursitis in his shoul-
der. He requests prayer that the physical therapy 
starting next week will bring relief and healing. 
Praise God that through perseverance he was 
able to obtain the necessary doctor’s order for 
this treatment.

The Kisamores are down to their last weeks 
in Chile. They are making progress with the 
issues of getting rid of things they have needed 
there and are facing closure with many friends. 
Pray that they will be able to sell their car. Pray 
that their time left will be a blessing to their 
friends there and to themselves as well. Pray 
that the transition for their whole family will 
be peaceful.

Missions news submitted 
by Sharon Smith
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