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MESSENGER
I had the opportunity to visit the Holy Land several years ago. It 

was a truly life-changing experience—to walk in the very steps that 
Jesus walked. One of the most helpful aspects of the trip is that I gained 
some visual perspective on how the entire area looks. Now, when I 
read about the city of Jerusalem, or the “little town of Bethlehem,” or 
Judean wilderness—I can actually picture these places in my mind. It 
helps the stories of the Bible come to life!

Several of the geographical sites that appear over and over again 
in the various stories of the Bible are: the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan 
River and the Dead Sea. The Sea of Galilee, in the northern part of 
Israel, is a beautiful spring-fed small lake. Even though this body of 
water is actually below sea level, it is teeming with life and beauty. We 
read about several of the disciples having made their living by fishing 
in the Sea of Galilee. 

Flowing out of the Sea of Galilee is the Jordan River where it 
cascades due south for about 75 miles before flowing into the Dead 
Sea. Even though the river is now not much wider than a creek, the 
tour guide indicated that back in the time of Christ, the Jordan River 

“I believe that God 
is going to do some 
marvelous things in 

our church family this 
coming year.”
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was a substantially wide river. It, too, flows with 
fresh water pouring out of the Sea of Galilee. We 
read of many people, including Jesus Himself, 
getting baptized in the spring-fed waters of 
the Jordan.

All of this water eventually ends up in the 
Dead Sea. And I can tell you after having visited 
there—that’s exactly what this sea is … dead! 
It’s almost not even what you would call water. 
It actually feels a lot more like oil. Swimming in 
it is one of the most unusual experiences you’ll 
ever have. You literally cannot sink. It’s almost 
like you can sit on top of the water. There are 
no fish or even aquatic plants. 

I find it fascinating that what starts out as 
a vibrant body of water teeming with life and 
beauty (Sea of Galilee) ends up, well, lifeless 
and dead. It’s actually a very sobering metaphor. 
The Jordan River, in many ways, keeps the Sea 
of Galilee alive. There’s a place for the water to 
go. There’s an outlet. Water flows in from the 
springs and it flows out, but not so the Dead 
Sea. The water just flows in—and it sits there. 
There are no outlets. There is no flow-through. 
What starts out as living water, becomes dead 
water.

And so it is with us. When there is no flow-
through, the “living water” becomes stagnant 
and lifeless. 

This past year, we have been reading through 
the Bible. We’ve been filling our minds with 
God’s Truth. The Word of God “flows” into our 
minds and hearts like artesian spring-fed water. 
The question is: Are you the Sea of Galilee or 
the Dead Sea? 

I remember as a kid, hearing the phrase, 
“The frozen chosen.” It was never used in a good 
way. The implication was that people would 
come to church—and just sit there soaking in 
information, but not doing anything with it. 
There were no expressive responses in worship. 
There was no transformation. Nothing was 
happening—the Dead Sea.

In 1 Corinthians 8:1, Paul writes, “We know 
that we all possess knowledge. But knowledge 

puffs up while love builds up.” Knowledge puffs 
up while love builds up. The “knowledge” that 
Paul is talking of here is biblical knowledge. 
In and of itself, knowledge of the Bible is a 
very good thing. But not when there’s no “flow 
through.” Our knowledge MUST translate into 
love. Sitting and soaking is NOT a good thing. 
Our knowledge needs a Jordan River. Get out 
there and DO something with what you know.

This is exactly why “Transformation” is 
our ministry theme for 2017. Transformation 
defined is: a thorough or dramatic change in 
form or appearance. We read in 2 Corinthians 
5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here!” 

I believe that God is going to do some mar-
velous things in our church family this coming 
year. I believe our community will be impacted. 
I believe lives will be changed through the trans-
forming work of God in our spiritual lives, our 
relationships and our everyday choices. Might 
we be open to the fresh wind of the Holy Spirit, 
blowing into our hearts and minds—and the 
power of God’s living water flowing through us!

Board of Administration 
Meeting Highlights

The Board of Administration met on 
Wednesday, November 9, 2016, in Room M115. 
Chairman Steve Shadle called the meeting to 
order at 7 p.m. Chuck Schussler opened the 
meeting with devotions and prayer. Following 
are highlights from this meeting:

Senior Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Jody Bowser shared that the Lead 

Team is reading and working through the book 
Be Mean About the Vision. A phrase they are 
focusing on is “what gets celebrated, gets done.” 
Applying that to King Street Church, the Lead 
Team is thinking through what we as a church 
celebrate. Pastor Jody has asked the co-missions 
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KING STREET CHURCH 

Mission Statement: Engaging and blessing 
our community with the Gospel. 

We believe that becoming a fully-devoted follower of 
Christ involves four core values: 
 CONNECT:  Genuinely seek God through worship and  
  prayer. 
 GROW:  Intentionally become more like Jesus.
 SERVE:  Generously give ourselves to others in Jesus’  
  name. 
 SHARE:  Compassionately reveal the Good News to  
  our world.

______________________________

Ministry Staff
Ken Adams, Business Manager
Don Baker, Executive Pastor
Paul Baker, Pastor Emeritus
Mitch Benedict, Worship Arts Associate
Jody Bowser, Senior Pastor
Jay Brown, Pastor of Mission and Discipleship
Stephen Flint, Pastor of Worship and Care
Matt Gish, Pastor of High School Ministries
Becky Hann, Children’s Ministries Director
Nathan Hann, Pastor of Contemporary Worship
Tyler Roberts, Media and Production Coordinator
John Shadle, Pastor of Middle School/College Ministries
Les Stine, Minister of Pastoral Care

______________________________

January 2017 Messenger Deadline
Articles and information for the January 2017 

issue should be submitted by December 21.
______________________________

The Messenger is a monthly publication of 
King Street United Brethren Church
162 East King St., Chambersburg, PA 17201
Phone: (717) 264-4651, Fax: (717) 264-9408
Internet: www.kingstreetchurch.com

Don Burkholder, editor (donburk@comcast.net)

to share how they have seen God working in our 
church. He pointed out that students from the 
After School Program, which meets on Monday 
and Tuesday, have attended Wednesday Night 
Programs. Pastor Jody is encouraged by the 
programs taking place in our church which 
engage and bless our community. He feels that 
we are sharing God’s peace, restoration, hope 
and love. To be helpful with parking for church 
activities, Pastor Jody showed the board the new 
pamphlet that includes a map of the areas near 
our church where people can park. He pointed 
out that this will be very helpful as we grow and 
continue to engage and bless the community. 
He also shared that the theme for 2017 will be 
“Transformation.” Pastor Jody recently met 
with the leadership of the United Brethren 
denomination. He is excited about the missional 
outcomes. They are striving for our church to 
be spiritually alive, relationally connected and 
missionally engaged. Pastor Jody is planning a 
way for people who would like to speak with 
someone at the end of a service to have that 
opportunity available to them.

Executive Pastor’s Report:
The staff enjoyed the recent Pastor’s 

Resource Day at Rhodes Grove. On Sunday, 
November 20 our church will be welcoming 
15-20 new partners. The staff is thrilled to be in 
the new Administrative Building. They would 
like to share a huge “thank you” to Ken Adams 
for all of his time and thought that went into the 
completion of the new building. Please pray that 
the Lord will work in people’s lives throughout 
Thanksgiving and Christmas as we strive to 
engage and bless our community. Pastor Don 
is burdened by the struggles of members of our 
church. He asked that we continue to pray for 
all and their transformation. The Nominating 
Committee met and is actively assembling the 
list of nominees for the co-missions. Shirley 
Porter has submitted a letter of resignation 
from the position as Parish Nurse Coordinator.
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Elders’ Report: 
Mike Wentz expressed his gratitude to the 

co-missions for their response to the questions 
on how the elders can be more helpful to them. 
Mike pointed out that the elders are continuing 
to work on the core values and missional map 
for King Street Church.

Co-mission Reports: 
• Adult Ministries – Andrea Adams reported 

that the Adult Ministries Co-mission will meet 
on November 29. She also announced that 
Sunday school and Wednesday night teachers 
will be meeting with Jay Brown on Novem-
ber 20 to discuss vision, discipleship and their 
part in the teaching community.

• Children and Youth – Sue Washabaugh shared 
that the elementary department held an open 
house recently for children and parents. She 
announced that the various programs in the 
children’s department have new titles. The staff 
will be attending a conference in Lancaster on 
November 30. She also announced that there 
would be no nursery for the Christmas Day service.

• Finance – Ray Cullen announced that the 
co-mission, after lengthy discussion and review, 
has recommended the approval of the 2017 
budget request. Ken Adams announced that 
offering envelopes will be arriving soon and will 
be on display to be picked up. He outlined the 
Financial Summary for the month of October.

• Local Outreach – Dave Miller was excited to 
share that the Local Outreach Co-mission met 
in their quarterly meeting with 12 community 
service ministries. Dave expressed thanks to 
Jeff Goetz from the Finance Co-mission for 
participating in this meeting. Since December 
will be Dave Miller’s last board meeting as 
chairperson, Dave introduced Tom Knepper, 
a member of the co-mission, who is willing 
to serve as the new chairperson beginning in 
January. Tom was approved for this position. 

• Missions – Scott Bert reported that Rodney 

Mose attended their meeting and gave an 
update on the Barnabas Team trip to Haiti. 
Rodney conveyed the thoughts of the team that 
this was the best trip thus far. He feels that the 
goals of future trips will focus more on ministry 
and training rather than construction. Pastor 
Stephen Flint also went on this trip and held 
many training sessions not only in Archaie, but 
also in Port Au Prince. Sue Marshall observed 
the classrooms on Monday then spent Tuesday 
and Wednesday training the teachers. Sue was 
encouraged by what she observed on Thursday 
as the teachers clearly applied what they had 
heard to their teaching day. 

The team is seeing fruit from time and 
money spent in Archaie. The team made school 
desks which were greatly appreciated. They also 
distributed $1,500 to each of five pastors from 
funds donated by the King Street congregation. 
The funds will help with basic needs of the 
people who were impacted by the hurricane. 
Rodney feels that the highlight of the trip was 
the relationships that have grown and the 
feeling of brotherhood with the Haitian people.

• Personnel Relations – The Personnel Rela-
tions Co-mission is planning the annual Christ-
mas dinner for all of the staff. Kurt Culbertson 
presented a proposed new job description for 
Elementary Coordinator and outlined the 
changes that would be made. A motion to 
upgrade the job description for the Elementary 
Coordinator position from a part-time position 
to a full-time position, including responsibility 
additions and that Michaela Clapper continue 
in the full-time position was approved. This 
position will begin on January 1, 2017. 

Kurt presented proposed changes for the job 
description for Minister of Pastoral Care. After 
discussion a motion that the changes to the job 
description for the Minister of Pastoral Care 
position from a full-time position to a part-time 
position, including the suggested responsibility 
changes was approved. A Search Team will 
begin to investigate possible candidates for 
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the position.
• Property – Glenn Watson shared how 

the co-mission is engaging and blessing our 
community. Glenn also reported that the new 
HVAC system has been installed in the com-
munity center. The staff is now working on 
roof replacement and ceiling-mounted electric 
heaters for the basement. He announced that 
the co-mission has an offer to buy the remaining 
organ components and console. A motion to 
accept this offer with the buyer agreeing to 
move the organ components in rented storage 
by the end of 2016 was approved. 

• Worship Arts – The Worship Arts Co-mission 
is reviewing how they can help Phil Shuman 
raise funds to expand the function of the new 
organ. A sub-committee is planning an art 
show to take place in March. The Christmas 
Program will be held at 4:30 and 6:30 on Sunday, 
December 4. On Christmas Eve there will be 
six candlelight services. On Christmas Day 
there will be one service at 10 a.m. and it will be 
broadcast for those who would like to worship 
with their family at home.  

Administrative Report:
Ken Adams expressed much gratitude to 

all who helped move the temporary office to 
the new Administrative Office Building. He 
reported that the new security radios for the 
Children’s Department have been delivered and 
will be in use on Sunday. He communicated 
the budget requests for 2017 and gave request 
increases and decreases and explained each 
one. The 2017 budget was approved. 

(These highlights are taken from minutes 
written by Karen Byers, Recording Secretary for 
the Board of Administration. Board meetings 
are open to members of King Street Church. 
Unabridged copies of the minutes from the 
November meeting will be available at the 
church office after they are approved at the 
next meeting.)

Watch Christmas 
Services at Home 
This Christmas!

 This Christmas falls on Sunday, and 
while our doors will be open for one 
traditional worship service at 10 a.m., 
we recognize that many families might 
enjoy a stay-at-home option. We have 
created a special worship experience 
for you, that will be available on DVD 
and online. It is perfect for viewing 
in your living room as you celebrate 
Christ’s birth. This worship experience 
will include songs with the praise team, 
and a message from Pastor Jody (the 
same one he is sharing in the sanctuary). 
We pray that these options will give 
you the freedom to celebrate Christ’s 
birth in the way that best suits your 
family. Watch for more information 
coming soon!
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The following people were introduced on 
November 20 during worship services as our 
newest members and partners with King Street 
Church. When you see them, extend a warm 
welcome!

 Bryan and Betsy Bender live in Cham-
bersburg and worship at the 9:45 Baker Center 
service. They have been attending KSC for 
about two years and participate in the Wednes-
day evening classes. They are mom and dad to 
Hart (age 4) and Lottie (age 2). Bryan works 
as a farmer with Bender’s Potatoes and enjoys 
traveling and basketball, while Betsy is a home-
maker and enjoys cooking and photography. 

 Meghan Bullock lives in Shippensburg and 
is a middle school teacher in the Big Spring 
School District. She worships at the 9:45 sanc-
tuary service, is a member of the 20/30 Vision 
Sunday School Class and has been attending 
KSC for five years. She currently teaches middle 
school girls’ GPS class and coaches field hockey 
and track and field. She enjoys hiking, camping 
and is an avid reader. 

 Quentin Clapper resides in Chambersburg 
with his parents and has been attending KSC for 
eight years. He volunteers with both Welcome 
Ministries and as a tech with Worship Arts 
media. He is a member of the College Sunday 
School Class and served in ministry in Kenya 
for eight months. 

 Art and Ritta Fairchild live in Chambers-
burg and have been attending for about five 
years at the 11:00 sanctuary service. They are 
members of the choir and participate in the 
Wednesday evening classes. Art retired from 
Shippensburg University (37 yrs.) and Ritta 
enjoys her life as a homemaker. They both love 
music and have six grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren. 

 Pamela Ferry resides in Chambersburg and 
began attending King Street in August 2016 
at the 11:00 sanctuary service and decided we 
were her new home church. She has two adult 
children and enjoys sewing, cooking, drawing 
and loves to read the Bible. 

 Chris and Bethany Lehman call Cham-
bersburg home and are members of the 20/30 
Vision Sunday School Class. Chris and Bethany 
are both teachers: Chris at Shalom Chris-
tian Academy and Bethany at Growing Tree 
Pre-School. They are active as communion 
servers and group leaders in Kidz Worship. The 
Lehmans have one child, Caleb, who is nine 
months old. Chris enjoys sports and Bethany 
enjoys scrapbooking. They both like to travel. 

 Kristin Pryor resides in Hagerstown, MD 
with her three children and is a member of the 
Friends in Faith Sunday School Class. She has 
been attending KSC for about seven years. She 
volunteers with Mt. Hope Prison Ministries 
and mentors young women. Kristin enjoys the 
piano, crafts and sewing. 

 Alexander and Brielle Rosenbaum live 
in Chambersburg and enjoy the Wednesday 
pottery classes. Alexander is a landscaping 
entrepreneur while Brielle is a financial analyst 
with Martin’s. They are active in sports, enjoy 
travel and being outdoors.

 Steve and Sherry Sellers call McCon-
nellsburg home and have five children. They 
have been at KSC for over four years and 
are members of the HomeBuilders Sunday 
School Class. Steve teaches at Fulton County 
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Vo-Tech and Sherry is a Management Aide at 
the Housing Authority. Steve and Sherry both 
enjoy outdoor activities. Steve leads an annual 
youth mission trip and Sherry is part of the 
ladies’ Wednesday morning Bible study.

Your thoughts, prayers, cards 
and visits to my mother, Fern Wingert 
Shoop, during her illness and after 
her recent passing meant so much! 
Special thanks to the New Life 
Sunday School Class! Mom com-
plimented the people of her class 
to me (especially on sending cards) 
often! I hope to honor her life with 
the support group for single parents 
we are starting at Mt. Pleasant UB 
where I work in the spring! Mom left 
this earth walking in victory with a 
testimony on her lips and we are 
eternally grateful! 

 Carla Bender for her family

Once More 
Ministries Report

It’s December and our thoughts turn 
to the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. As 
we celebrate this Glorious occasion, may 
we praise God for the gift of His Son that 
He has given us the gift of eternal life. For 
as He so loved the world, let us also love 
everyone as He loves us.

Romans 5:1— 
“Therefore, since we 
have been justified 
through faith, we 
have peace with God 
through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

OMM thanks you 
for your continued support as the family 
that is King Street Church, reaches out in 
love to lighten the burden of our brothers 
and sisters in our community. By supply-
ing many necessities that will stretch their 
budget, we are able to express the love to 
them that Jesus also expresses to all of us.

Our prayer is that you have a blessed 
Christmas season as you have blessed many 
in this and surrounding communities with 
your unconditional love. This ministry 
flourishes because of your continued gen-
erosity.

Our next distribution is December 10 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Please continue to 
keep this ministry in your prayers so that 
our light may shine before all.

Merry Christmas and Thank You,
OMM Volunteers

FEBRUARY 5 – 7 
More details to come!

SAVE THE DATE
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A Two-Way Conversation:
I speak to God in prayer! God speaks to 
me in His Word.
by Nancy Fritz
Prayer Ministry

 
“In the beginning was the Word and the 

Word was with God and the Word was God.” 
—John 1:1

The word of God is truth, it is eternal 
and it never changes! It has something to say 
to us every time we read it! Using God’s Word 
in prayer is enlightening, inspiring, calming, 
energizing, and powerful. 

I trust some of these suggestions will help 
you draw closer to God by including His Word 
in your prayers. 

•  Seek His Face before you seek His bless-
ings or help (Psalm 104: 1-4, 34, 35; Psalm 
145: 1-3; Psalm 36:5-9; II Cor. 1:3). 

•  Use God’s Word to confess your sin 
(Nehemiah 1:5 and 6; Psalm 19:12–14; 
Ps. 79:9; Daniel 9:4-6).

•  Use God’s Word to express your thanks 
(Psalm 75:1; Ps. 138:1–3; Psalm 100: 4, 5; 
I Chron. 29:11–13).

•  Use God’s Word to bring Him honor 
and praise (Psalm 92:1–5; Rev. 5:13; 
I Samuel 2:1, 2; Psalm 9:1, 2; Nehemiah 
9:5b, 6). 

• Use God’s Word to make requests for 
yourself (Isaiah 33:2, 3; Ps. 51: 1–17, 
Ps. 25:11, 16-21).

• Use God’s Word to pray for others 
(Col.  1:10–12; II Thess. 2:15,17; 
Heb. 13:20–21; II Peter 1:2).

Here’s an example of how you might do 
this. Sometimes, while reading God’s Word, 
the Holy Spirit stirs our mind and heart to pray 
for something or someone using the words or 

phrases we’ve been reading. 
Here’s an example: You’re reading Matthew 

11:27-30, where Jesus invites the weary to come 
to Him for rest. As you’re reading, your mind 
thinks of your friend Sarah who’s been caring 
for her ailing mother for months and you’ve 
noticed that weariness is beginning to set in. 
Here’s how you might pray for Sarah:

“Lord, this passage brings my friend Sarah 
to mind. She’s been caring for her aging mother 
for months, and even though it’s a labor of love, 
I can see the weariness settling in. Lord, I ask 
you to reach down and lift the heaviness from 
Sarah’s mind and body. Remind her that she 
doesn’t carry this burden alone—she is yoked 
to YOU, the God who is gentle and humble in 
heart! Lord, I ask you to shower Sarah with 
the rest and peace that comes from only You. 
Thank you Lord. Amen.” 

Here’s another example: Perhaps I need 
help to know how to pray for a newborn baby 
or a baby still in the womb. Read Ps. 139-1-18. 
Ponder the profound meaning this passage 
holds for expectant or new parents. Here’s how 
you might pray:

“Thank you, God, that you are the giver of 
life. Every person ever born is fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Thank you for the miracle 
of conception and the months of waiting to 
hold a precious child in our arms. Thank you 
Lord for taking care of him even before he’s 
born. You know everything about him—even 
his thoughts and what his first words will be. 
We are so grateful for the “precious thoughts” 
you have toward him; this humbles us and fills 
our heart with joy and peace. Thank you Lord 
that you are the Light of the world and not even 
the many pockets of darkness he’ll encounter 
can diffuse your light. Father, I pray that our 
son will not live in fear; but that early in his life, 
he’ll come to know you as his Savior and friend 
and walk in the light of your love throughout 
his entire life. Thank you, Lord. Amen.”
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The practice of using God’s Word in our 
prayers is a major step toward developing a 
deeper and more meaningful prayer life as well 
as an extremely effective way to assimilate God’s 
Word into our mind and heart.

Questions and/or comments may be 
sent to wilnan@comcast.net.

Lord willing we’ll share more on this topic in 
the January Messenger.

Quotes of the Week

Saturday, December 24
3, 5 and 7 p.m.
Sanctuary and 
Baker Center

The style of service will differ by location. 
In the Baker Center our Praise Team and 
band will offer contemporary worship. In 
the Sanctuary we will enjoy a traditional 
experience at 3 p.m, and a blended style 

at 5 and 7 p.m. 

All services will feature the lighting of the 
Christmas candles and a message from 
Pastor Jody Bowser. Our nursery will be 

offered at all times.

Christmas Eve 
Services
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Church Contribution 
Envelopes
from the KSC Finance Commission 

December is here again and we need to 
remind you of one more item to put on your 
“To Do” list. You need to pick up your Church 
Contribution Envelopes.

The Finance Commission will set up our 
distribution tables in the foyer beside the Sanc-
tuary on Sunday, December 4 and Sunday, 
December 11. If you contribute using church 
envelopes or have requested envelopes, please 
stop and pick up the box with your name. If 
you wish to pick up your envelopes during the 
week, just stop by the foyer between these two 
dates. If you do not currently have envelopes 
and would like to receive them, please call the 
church office (264-4651) and we will have a box 
prepared and set out for you.

If you are contributing by check or cash, 
we encourage you to use contribution enve-
lopes even if you choose not to show the dollar 
amounts or your name on the envelope. These 
envelopes assist the office in recording your 
contributions. 

We do offer two electronic contribution 
options also: online credit card donations 
and automatic ACH (your account to King 
Street’s account) contributions. You can visit 
our website to learn more about these options.

Remember, contributions are tax deductible 
and you will receive a receipt for recorded 
annual contributions over $250. For other 
amounts you can request a receipt from the 

Your year-end tithes, offerings 
and gifts MUST BE RECEIVED 
or, if mailing, post-marked by 
12/31/2016 in order to qualify and 
be credited to your 2016 contri-
bution records as a tax-deductible 
donation.

A Reminder

church office. Your contributions continue to 
support King Street Church’s effort as a growing 
church to “Engage and bless our community 
with the Gospel.” If you are contributing elec-
tronically or are not using your envelopes, 
please advise the church office so we can keep 
an accurate count of envelopes required.

As you scurry through this holiday season, 
please be reminded of the reason that we cele-
brate this season, the birth of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. All the members of the Finance Com-
mission would like to wish our entire church 
family the very best during the holiday season. 
Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!

December 11 , 2016
Contributions are designated for the 
Community Assistance Program for 

the upcoming winter season.
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Are you ready for Christmas? The Worship Arts Ministry challenges you to be 
“ready” in the most important way—ready for Jesus! This service is designed to 
help you open the eyes of your heart and focus your mind on the coming of Jesus, 
both the first time and the next. Come for an evening of worship, hope and Good 
News as we anticipate Christ’s birth and return! (No tickets required; also, note 
there is no childcare for this family event.)



MONDAY TUESDAYSUNDAY

DECEMBER 2016
 JANUARY 2017
 S M T W T F S  
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14  
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23  24 25 26 27 28 
29 20 31

NOVEMBER 2016
 S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 5 
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14  15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30

4 5 6

11 12 13

18 19 20

25 26 27

8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship
 Adult and Youth Sunday School
4:30 p.m. “While the World Slept” (Sanctuary)
6:30 p.m. “While the World Slept” (Sanctuary)

8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship
 Adult and Youth Sunday School

8:15, 9:45,  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
and 11 a.m. 
9:15 a.m. Blood Pressure Check, Parish Nurse Room (M117)
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship
 Adult and Youth Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Second Sunday of Advent

Communion, Third Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas Day



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

7 8 9 10

14 15 16 17

21 22 23 24

28 29 30 31

7:00 p.m. The Street Tacky Sweater Christmas 
Party (SMC)

11:00 a.m. PrimeTimers Christmas Luncheon
 Entertainment by Phil Shuman in the 

Sanctuary followed by lunch at noon 
in the Baker Center

6:30 p.m. Buds of Promise 
Sunday School 
Class Christmas 
Party,

 Rosenberry’s 
Catering,

 Entertainment: 
Roy Rife

9:30 a.m. Women of Worth Wid-
ows Ministry Christmas 
Brunch

 Fellowship Room

9:00 a.m. Once More Ministries 
distribution

3:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Services
 Sanctuary & Baker Center
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Services
 Sanctuary & Baker Center
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Services
 Sanctuary & Baker Center

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

First day of winter



JUST FOR KIDS
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High School Student Ministry Center
Food, Games and a Tacky Sweater Contest
(Final Street meeting for the year. Street meetings will then

 resume on January 4 for the new year.)

SAVE THE DATES
January 21, 2017: Festival of Tables

A Festival of Tables is a party where all tables are decorated differently, but 
according to a theme. We will be looking for women who would like to decorate 

and hostess a table. Share your creativity with other women. Tables may be 
decorated as elaborately or simply as you would like.

u u u u u u u u

April 8, 2017: Priscilla Shirer Simulcast
Join women from around the world for this inspiring one-day event with Priscilla 
Shirer!You’re invited to be part of this global, one-day simulcast that focuses on 

the power of prayer and learning to study God’s Word for yourself. Each simulcast 
message is unique and tailored for a global audience.
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King Street Church Parking Guide
A new look at where we may park—

all within a five minute walk of the church.
For more information, visit www.kingstreetchurch/parking
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  December
PrimeTimers Christmas Luncheon
	 •	Wednesday,	December	14
 •	Entertainment	will	be	provided	by	Phil	
Shuman	at	the	organ	at	11	a.m.	in	the	church	
sanctuary

	 •	Followed	by	lunch	at	noon	in	the	Baker	Center
	 •	Cost:	$17
	 •	Meal	catered	by	Kathy’s	Deli
	 •	Cutoff	and	payment	past	due

u u u u u u u u

Looking	Ahead	to	2017
Potlucks:  January	11,	February	8	and		
	 March	8
		 Baker	Center	at	Noon
Breakfast:	 Wed.	April	12,	Baker	Center

PRIMETIMERS
UPDATES

As our time leading the PrimeTimers 
comes to an end, Karen and I would like 
to thank everyone who has supported us 
in these activities. It has been a pleasure 
to meet and know the wonderful people 
and their guests who participate in the 
PrimeTimers activities. Our hope is that 
these folks continue to be active with the 
PrimeTimers and it continues to grow.

Jerry Aikman



18

Change of Address:
CELEBRATING THE NEW CHURCH OFFICES
Susanna Allen
Communications Assistant

If you’ve gone to visit the church office 
on the corner of King and Main in the last 
few weeks, and just found an empty building, 
then you haven’t heard the news—the staff 
has moved to a new location at 56 N. Second 
Street. But the full story began a long time ago. 

It was 2004 and time for expansion at King 
Street Church. There were plans to tear down 
a house on the church property and build a 
large new wing. This house had been the church 
office for decades, and had also served as home 
to many pastors dating back to Dr. Meadows. At 
one time Pastor Les Stine and his family lived 
upstairs, while the offices were downstairs. 
After Les moved, the staff expanded into the 
upper rooms, but it was still crowded. 

“I remember at one point Brian Kramer was 
in a closet!” says Ken Adams, Business Manager. 

The church already owned a 2,900 square 
foot building at the corner of King and Main 
Streets and it was decided that this structure 
would become the “temporary” location for the 
church offices. It was several separate units and 

had once served a variety of small businesses, 
each with a door facing King Street. It was 
apparent that the staff would be better unified 
if the individual units could be connected so a 
back hallway was built, connecting all the units 
and allowing it to be handicap accessible. While 
local contractors Brechbill and Helman were 
the primary contractors, much of the labor 
was supplied by volunteers in the church. Ken 
recalls that his own family—as well as many 
others—helped to paint. When the contrac-
tor learned that Hagerstown Junior College 
was remodeling and planning to discard the 
suspended ceilings, KSC received an oppor-
tunity to salvage them. They installed these 
ceiling fixtures and tiles in the “temporary” 
office building.

So, in 2004 the staff moved into the build-
ing at King and Main. The administration was 
hopeful that further expansion of the church 
would yield a space that would be used for the 
permanent church offices. 

But it wasn’t really that temporary. Twelve 
years later, the staff was still using the building 
and it was bursting at the seams. Fourteen 
staff had offices there—sometimes three and 
four people in a space that would be small 
for even one person. There was absolutely no 
room to expand. Other issues related to the fact 

that the building was not 
designed for long-term use. 
Many internal walls were 
makeshift and overall there 
was very little insulation, 
if any. Space heaters were 
used in nearly every office 
in the winter. 

“My floor was some-
times below 60 degrees and 
my feet would freeze!” Ken 
shares.

In 2009 King Street 
Church sought to acquire 
the Nassaux-Hemsley 
building at 56 N. Second 
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Street, directly across from the church. At one 
time the building had been an ACME Store and 
Ken remembers when it was a few other small 
businesses. Its last occupant was an architec-
tural firm that was closing when we negotiated 
a deal on the property for fair market value, 

but at the last moment the owners changed 
their minds and the contract wasn’t signed. A 
few years later the property had been aban-
doned and was sold at Sheriff’s Sale. King Street 
Church was able to buy the property for less 
than 30% of the previously contracted amount. 

“It was truly a blessing we didn’t get it 
earlier!” Ken says, “We were able to pay a frac-
tion of the cost.”

The building had stood vacant and vandals 
had destroyed much of the interior. The sinks 
were broken, nearly every wall had large holes 
in it and someone had used the conference 
table for a bonfire. The building was also filled 
with broken and abandoned desks, equipment 
and papers. Once again King Street volunteers 
stepped up. A crew of people swept in and 
gutted the place, removing all the trash and 
taking down the damaged walls. At least 10 
large dumpsters full of debris were removed 
from the property. 

The church maintains a fund called Gener-

ation Next Step, which provides resources to 
provide for the future growth of King Street 
Church. This fund had been used to build the 
Baker Center in 2000 and also the Meadows 
Wing in 2005. The board felt that providing a 
place for the staff to thrive was indeed import-

ant for the future of King Street 
Church. 

Plans were drawn up for a 
simple but functional building. 
Even though style was not a focus, 
many thoughtful details stand 
out. Care was taken to showcase 
the beautiful architectural ceil-
ings. A decorating committee 
chose soft blues and greens as 
a palette. The floors are a barn-
wood-style laminate, and large 
open spaces give the office an airy 
feel. The property is 7,500 square 
feet and everyone has an office. 
Worship Ministries and Student 
Ministries also have gathering 

spaces to allow them to plan together. 
God’s blessing was evident throughout the 

process. A few potential roadblocks were suc-

New King Street Church Administrative Building

Moving into the new administrative building
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cessfully avoided. An eager crew of volunteers 
came out to move the furniture in just a few 
hours instead of the planned two days. Pastor 
Jody says, “Ken and his team did an excellent 

job thinking through all facets of this project.” 
He noted that ample work spaces 
are a great benefit, including several 
meeting and conference rooms 
which can also be used for board 
and elder meetings in the evenings. 
He appreciated the great “extra 
touches” in regards to lighting, 
flooring, and vertical space. “It’s 
visually appealing and communi-
cates excellence.”

Jeanne Amick, Administrative 
Assistant to the Senior Pastoral 
Staff, said that her new office 
between Pastors Jody and Don 
allows her to stay connected in a 
much more effective way. 

Matt Gish, Pastor of High School Ministries, 
appreciates the inviting space where students 
and parents can come and talk with them 
throughout the week. He especially appreci-
ates the new privacy: “This allows us to hold 
confidential meetings and phone calls within 
our own office instead of needing to ask a fellow 
team member to step out of our old shared 
office space.”

While we celebrate a wonderful new space 
for the church staff to work, we are reminded 
of the promise in 1 Corinthians 3:9: “For we 
are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 
field, God’s building.” 

Just as the church, the body of Christ, is 
not made of brick and mortar, but is rather 
comprised of its people, so it is true with our 
own church staff. The team that works every 
day to support the vision and calling of King 
Street Church is a collection of twenty-eight 
believers who appreciate your prayers and 
support. Thank you for the beautiful building 
you have provided so that we may be blessed 
in our everyday work. It is our great hope to 
see the ministry of King Street Church expand 
and grow as we make effective use of the space. 

 An Open House will be planned in the near 
future. Watch for details.

Hallway in the new administrative building

Breakroom in the new administrative building



MISSIONS 
NEWS

Excerpts from Emily 
Schoenleber’s Email Update 
October 24, 2016
(Serving in New Zealand with YWAM, Youth 
With a Mission. Emily is presently on a mission 
outreach in Hollywood, California)

The team and I have been in full swing 
since arriving almost two weeks ago! I cannot 
express the joy that has filled my heart at being 
able to return to Hollywood and the LA area. 
Seeing familiar places and faces is such a gift. 
The Lord has really blessed us with so many 
different outlets to do ministry! Here’s a real 
quick overview of what we’ve been a part of:

• Street evangelism on Hollywood Boule- 
vard 

• Hanging out with some of the neighbor-
hood kids

• Artist LA Bible Study—for anyone who 
is a professional in the entertainment 
industry

• Partnering with local churches and 
helping serve meals to the homeless 

• Food pantry distribution in North Hol-
lywood

• Prayer walks at Warner Bros. Studios and 
Sony Pictures

• Painting church offices at Newsong in 
Santa Ana

• The Mix: a big community outreach 
21

Newsong Church holds each Wednesday 
with a meal followed by a wide variety of 
classes including guitar, fitness, sports, 
art, etc.! This is a way to bridge the gap 
between diverse neighborhoods accross 
the city

• Joining with the Pasadena International 
House of Prayer (Pihop) for intercession

Prayer Requests:
• That I would fight to keep God in His 

rightful place at the center of my heart
• Unity among our team as we continue 

the outreach phase until November 24
• My health as I’ve been dealing with low 

iron levels 
• The believers in the arts and entertain-

ment industry 
• My beautiful friends laboring in Vanuatu— 
 the YWAM ministry I am a part of, that 

there is growth, expansion, and pioneer-
ing

Excerpts from the Pierces’ 
E-Postal Newsletter 
November 14, 2016
(Bernie and Sherry serve in Lincoln, Nebraska 
with Christar.)

The Yazidis
“Lucy” is a Yazidi woman whose 70-year- old 

uncle was executed because he refused to recite 
the M creed to become a M. She also saw one 
of her children blow up before her eyes. She 
is here now raising three children on her own.

“Gina,” her husband and children were able 
to come to the US because her husband was 
a translator, but many of her family members 
were captured by ISIS before they left. Her 
parents and brother are in a refugee camp in 
Kurdistan. Last week we dropped her off from 
an ESL class, but Bernie urged Sherry to stay 
with her awhile, since she was in tears by that 
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point. Tea with her and her husband turned 
into dinner later with both our families. While 
she has what she needs here, the burden she 
carries for her family is heavy.

Nadia Murad is a spokeswoman for the 
Yazidi people, a UN Goodwill Ambassador. 
We had the honor of hearing her speak to her 
people here in Lincoln. Having escaped from 
being a sex slave by ISIS, she is now standing in 
the gap to petition the case of so many Yazidi 
women who are still held in captivity, as well 
as the general plight of her people and the 
genocide that has occurred.

Their stories are not unique. Countless 
Yazidis here have seen and experienced things 
that are fodder for nightmares. Please pray 
as so many of them undoubtedly suffer from 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, but they are 
strong and resilient as a people group. Pray 
that they will let the light of Jesus infiltrate their 
community and bring true healing. 

Thank You for Praying!
1.  Our belongings from France arrived!
2.  The children’s Bible club is affording Bernie 

some great conversations while transporting 
them. He has been able to sit and talk with 
one of the dads, as well. During the club 
he helps with the youngest age group and 
enjoys them.

3.  We had our first meal as a family in a Yazidi 
home. We attended our first birthday party 
in the home of Iraqi Christians (for the 3 
and 6 year olds).

4.  God has provided almost all the furniture 
we currently need. We are grateful.

5.  We met another Christian family who just 
moved from Virginia in July (that’s God!!), 
and Mommy and Timothy had our first play 
date with them last week. They also visited 
our new church this week.

6.  Joshua is doing pretty well in school. 
7.  The ESL class for (mostly) Yazidi women is 

going well with much continued interest.
8.  We have settled in an English church for 

Sunday mornings and are getting involved. 
Sherry is particularly excited about working 
with children with special needs and we 
will soon be helping in a welcome dinner 
for Yazidis.

Special Prayer Need
Could you please pray that our debt to Chris-

tar could be eliminated ASAP? We incurred 
this during our move and relocation. Thank 
you! If you desire to give, you can give online 
at the following address: http://www.christar.
org/worker/821.

Other Prayer Needs
1.  Spiritual protection of those that are making 

steps towards really understanding Jesus, 
particularly during the Thursday night clubs

2.  Wisdom and proper balance, in parenting, 
ministry and life in general

3.  Passionate walks with Jesus! 
4.  One believing refugee is waiting for his wife 

to be able to get here (long story). Pray for 
the last details to be handled.

5. Deepening of new relationships

News from the Gerlachs
October 26, 2016
(Bryan and Emily are presently on home as-
signment. They are presently in the process of 
transitioning to their new missions organiza-
tion, TEAM, to continue their work in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand)
Missionary Orientation: Highlights from 

Our Time in Texas
We returned Friday night from a week 

in Denton, TX (near Dallas) from TEAM’s 
Missionary Orientation. This was the first of 
two week-long trainings we need to attend 
before heading back to Thailand. Thank you so 
much to all of you who prayed for us over the 
week! It was an amazing week for us. We felt 
so welcomed into the TEAM community and 
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our fire for missions has been sparked once 
again! We’d like to share a few highlights from 
the week with you ....

 Go...Be
We were reminded of a very important 

truth last week ... that in order to GO do the 
work God has called us to, we must first (and 
continually) BE in communion with Him. This 
was how we started off the week and it was a 
great way to refocus before diving in.

 These are some of our other 
key takeaways: 

• TEAM’s Mission: TEAM’s purpose is “to 
help churches send missionaries to establish 
reproducing churches among the nations to 
the glory of God.” We are so excited to be a 
part of this work! 

 • Vision for our ministry: A highlight of 
the week was getting to think and pray about 
our strategy for ministry when we return to 
Thailand. This will be a continuing conversation 
between us, TEAM, and King Street Church, 
as we pray about the future.

 • Building Partnerships: We were reminded 
that fundraising isn’t just about finances, it’s 
about building partnerships that will last 
throughout our ministry careers. Building these 
relationships with you is one of our favorite 
parts of the job!

FAQ’s
Why Thailand? We originally felt called 

to missions, and specifically Thailand, while 
we were teaching in South Korea in 2012. We 
were challenged to take the Great Commission 
seriously in our own lives and burdened to 
hear that Thailand was still largely unreached. 
Only 1% of the nation know Jesus Christ as 
their Savior. Our ultimate goal is to see the 
kingdom of God grow in Thailand through the 
raising up of passionate Christ followers and a 
movement of reproducing local churches. We 
want to see the Thai people find freedom in 
Christ and catch a vision for reaching their own 

people with the Gospel. We believe this will be 
the beginning of true change from within the 
nation, as bodies of worshipers spring up and 
spread throughout Thailand.

What will you do when you return to 
Thailand? We are excited to continue working 
alongside the existing local church in Chiang 
Mai to make disciples. We are exploring the best 
ways to do this through TEAM and alongside 
King Street Church. We are discussing options 
with our leadership here and with our future 
teammates on the ground in Thailand. Right 
now, we are looking most intently at a com-
munity center outreach called the Neighbor 
Hub. This ministry would give us a platform 
for building relationships with Thais through 
all kinds of avenues (English teaching, sports 
ministry, clubs and Bible studies, etc.). The 
hope would be to then connect the people we 
are getting to know with a local church. 

When will you return to Thailand? We 
don’t know yet, but the goal is by summer 2017. 
This is later than we originally planned, but we 
trust in God’s timing. Some things that need to 
be in place before we can return include funds, 
a developed ministry plan, a strong support 
network, personal health and readiness. 

Why are you joining TEAM? We faced 
many challenges in our first term in Thailand. 
One of the greatest challenges was not having 
teammates to walk through our experiences 
with. We are excited to join a team of mis-
sionaries who have been serving in Thailand 
for many years. We’re hopeful they will help 
provide us with the wisdom and insight we need 
to navigate ministry and life in the Thai culture. 
Being a part of TEAM has also connected us 
to a large network of resources, member care 
and like-minded people to encourage and equip 
us along the way. We are still Endorsed Staff 
with Global Ministries and part of the greater 
United Brethren team as well. 

Missions news submitted 
by Sharon Smith



KIN
G

 STREET CHU
RCH

U
nited Brethren in C

hrist
162 East K

ing Street
C

ham
bersburg, PA

 17201


