
Sermon Series:  TRANSFORMATION  
Sermon: One Another 
Text:  Various 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

“One another” is two words in English, but it’s only one word in Greek:  ἀλλήλων  
(pronounced ah-Lay-loan).  This Greek word appears 100 times in 94 verses in the New 
Testament.  Exactly half of these verses (47 of the 94) are direct instructions to the church –  
and 60% of these instructions come from the Apostle Paul.  In all, I’ve been able to identify 39  
very distinct “One Another” commands scattered throughout the New Testament (many are 
repeated numerous times). 
 
Paul tells us in Romans 13:8: “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love 
one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.”  The Apostle Peter also exhorts us to 
love one another in 1 Peter 1:22: “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so 
that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.”  But it’s the 
Apostle John who returns to this message of loving one another - “For this is the message you heard 
from the beginning: We should love one another” - again and again (John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; 1 
John 3:11, 23, 4:7, 11, 12; 2 John 5).  In fact, two thirds of all of the “one another” commands in the 
New Testament deal with loving each other and remaining unified.   
 
Another 15% deal with the issue of humility… and quite a few of the “one another’s” are stated as 
warnings in the negative tense (ie: Don’t lie to one another; Don’t envy one another; etc.).  On four 
separate occasions, Paul very specifically commands us to “greet one another with a holy kiss” - and 
Peter concludes his first epistle with the very same exhortation.  Having said that, I would 
definitely recommend a good study of the cultural setting of these verses before planting one on 
somebody’s cheek next weekend!  
 
Examination: 
 
Let your discussion this morning focus on these 39 One Another’s.  Take some time to discuss 
each one.  Dig a little deeper than just surface consideration.  Look some of them up in your Bibles.  
Examine the context.  Look at some different translations, exploring word choices.   
 
Ask questions such as:  

o Why do you think this particular “one anther” is in the Bible?   
o Is this a command, or just a strong suggestion?   
o What are some practical ways that we can live this out?   
o How does our modern culture help/hurt our doing this? 
o How have you seen this particular command modelled? Who and how? 
o Which of these do you find the hardest to live out? 
o Which of these come “easy” to you? 

 
• Be at peace with one another (Mark 9:50; 1 Thess 5:13) 



• Wash one another’s feet (John 13:14) 
• Love one another (Jn 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Rom 13:8; 1 Pet 1:22, 4:8; 1 Jn 3:11, 23, 4:7, 11, 12; 2 Jn 5) 

• Be devoted to one another in brotherly love (Rom 12:10) 
• Honor one another above yourselves (Rom 12:10) 
• Live in harmony with one another (Rom 14:13) 
• Instruct one another (Rom 15:4) 
• Accept one another just as Christ accepted you (Rom 15:7) 
• Greet one another with a holy kiss (Rom 16:16; 1Cor 16:20; 2Cor 13:12; 1Thes 5:26; 1Pet 5:14) 

• Wait for one another (1 Cor 11:33) 
• Have equal concern for one another (1 Cor 12:25) 
• Serve one another in love (2 Cor 13:12) 
• Don’t keep devouring one another or you will be destroyed (Gal 5:15) 
• Don’t become conceited and provoke one another (Gal 5:26) 
• Don’t envy one another (Gal 5:26) 
• Carry one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2) 
• Be patient with one another in love (Eph 4:2) 
• Be kind and compassionate to one another (Eph 4:32) 
• Forgive one another (Eph 4:32; Col 3:13) 

• Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Eph 5:19) 
• Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Eph 5:21) 
• Consider one another better than yourselves (Phil 2:3) 
• Don’t lie to one another (Col 3:9) 
• Bear with one another (Col 3:13) 
• Teach one another (Col 3:16) 
• Admonish one another (Col 3:16) 
• Make your love increase and overflow for one another (1 Thess 3:12) 
• Encourage one another (1 Thess 4:18, 5:11; Heb 10:25; Heb 3:13) 
• Build one another up (1 Thess 5:11) 
• Don’t hate one another (Titus 3:3) 
• Spur one another on toward love and good deeds (Heb 10:24) 
• Don’t slander one another (James 4:11) 
• Don’t grumble against one another (James 5:9) 
• Confess your sins to one another (James 5:16) 
• Pray for one another (James 5:16) 

• Live in harmony with one another (1 Peter 3:8) 
• Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9) 
• Use your gifts in ministry to one another (1 Peter 4:10) 
• Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another (1 Peter 5:5) 

 
Application: 
 
Select three of these one-another’s, and make them your focus this coming week.  Memorize them.  
Meditate on them.  Wake up every morning asking God to help you accomplish these commands.  
Be prepared to come back next Sunday - and report how this life-application went for you. 


