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The God of Hope
by Dr. Jody Bowser, Senior Pastor
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MESSENGER
There are several benedictions that I love to use in our Sunday 

services (the benediction is that last thing I say as I walk out of 
the service—which generally comes right out of the Bible, and 
serves to inspire us all to go out and live the call in our daily lives).

One benediction comes from the Book of Jude, verses 24-25:
 To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and is able 

to make us stand in the presence of His glory, blameless 
and full of great joy. To the only God our Savior, who is 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be all glory, dominion, majesty, and 
power, both now and forever more! Amen.

Another benediction is from the book of Ephesians, chapter 3, 
verses 20-21:

 Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or can even imagine, according to His power that 
is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.

Perhaps you’ve noticed that this past year, I’ve added another 
benediction to the mix. It comes from the Book of Romans, 
chapter 15, verse 13:

The God of HOPE 
fills us with all JOY 

and PEACE as we 
TRUST in Him. 
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 May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in Him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit! Amen.

There is SO MUCH to love about this verse! 
So much that we need to pay attention to and 
be encouraged by.

We serve and worship a God of HOPE! 
Hope is a feeling of expectation and desire 
that good things will most certainly happen. 
Hope is optimistic. Hope is inspirational. Hope 
keeps us going and fills our hearts with the 
settled knowledge everything will be okay. This 
is exactly what we experience when Jesus lives 
in our hearts.

We find that our hearts are filled with two 
very precious things—joy and peace. And not 
just moderate or adequate amounts of joy and 
peace. No … the God of hope fills our hearts 
with ALL joy and peace. It’s difficult to separate 
these two qualities. Joy and peace go hand in hand. 

As joy and peace begin to spill out of our 
lives, hope is produced in an overabun-
dance. We have more hope that we can 
contain!

It’s hard to find one without the other. Joy is 
the natural result when our hearts are at peace. 
Peace is the lack of conflict that we can experi-
ence in our hearts when joy replaces sadness or 
grief or shame or sorrow. Both of these things 
COME FROM GOD!!! Our Heavenly Father 
literally pours joy and peace into our hearts. 
He fills our hearts SO FULL of joy and peace 
that there is no room for worry or fear. 

But there’s ONLY ONE WAY that this can 
happen. We have to TRUST in God. Think of 
this trust as absolute faith. It’s knowing to the 
core of our being that God will execute His 
plans to perfection. It’s knowing that He is in 
complete control. It might not always be what 
we think OUGHT to happen—but it is exactly 

what God knows SHOULD happen for our 
good. The God of hope fills our hearts with joy 
and peace AS WE TRUST in Him. 

But it doesn’t stop there!
God pours SO MUCH joy and peace into 

our hearts that we begin to OVERFLOW with 
HOPE! As joy and peace begin to spill out of our 
lives, hope is produced in an overabundance. 
We have more hope that we can contain! Which 
begs a very important question. HOW? How 
is this joy and peace poured into our lives? Is it 
the result of thinking happy thoughts? Do we 
just have to be optimistic? Is this something 
we produce or generate on our own?

The answer is no.
Peace and joy are FRUIT—or natural 

byproducts—of the Holy Spirit of God (see 
Galatians 5:22-23). There’s a very interesting 
verse in the Book of Ephesians (Eph. 5:18) 
that sheds light on this: “Do not get drunk on 
wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 
filled with the Spirit.” Have you ever noticed 
that alcohol is often referred to as spirits? And 
drinking these spirits affects our minds and our 
bodies. When we drink too much, we become 
intoxicated—or drunk. It’s a very physical and 
obvious thing that happens.

In the same way, we can drink in the Holy 
Spirit, which stimulates feelings of joy and 
peace. As this joy and peace takes control of 
our emotions, we exude hope (in the same way 
that a drunk person exudes the tell-tale signs 
of intoxication). All of this happens when we 
TRUST God.

Which brings us back to where we started. 
The God of HOPE fills us with all JOY and 
PEACE as we TRUST in Him. He’s the same 
God who keeps us from stumbling and makes 
us stand in the presence of His glory blameless 
and filled with joy. He’s the same God who is 
able to do way more than anything we can even 
think or imagine—according to His power (the 
Holy Spirit!) that is at work within us. And He’s 
the same God that makes us overflow with hope 
by the power of this very same Spirit! Amen! 
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KING STREET CHURCH 

Mission Statement: Engaging and blessing 
our community with the Gospel. 

We believe that becoming a transformed disciple of Jesus 
involves three core values:

Spiritually Alive in Jesus
Relationally Connected by Jesus  
Missionally Engaged for Jesus

Who are you worshiping? Who is your community? 
Who are you serving?
 _______________________________

Ministry Staff
Ken Adams, Business Manager
Don Baker, Executive Pastor
Paul Baker, Pastor Emeritus
Jody Bowser, Senior Pastor
Jay Brown, Pastor of Mission and Discipleship
Ron Cook, Minister of Pastoral Care
Stephen Flint, Pastor of Worship and Care
Matt Gish, Pastor of High School Ministries
Becky Hann, Children’s Ministries Director
Nathan Hann, Pastor of Contemporary Worship
Adam Keath, Director of Restoration and Recovery
Tyler Roberts, Media and Production Coordinator
John Shadle, Pastor of Middle School/College Ministries

______________________________

August 2018 Messenger Deadline
Articles and information for the August 2018 

issue should be submitted by July 18.
_____________________________

The Messenger is a monthly publication of 
King Street United Brethren Church
162 East King St., Chambersburg, PA 17201
Phone: (717) 264-4651, Fax: (717) 264-9408
Internet: www.kingstreetchurch.com

Don Burkholder, editor (donburk@comcast.net)

Bless Week – Our Faith In 
Action
by Katie Shank
Communications Intern

Many in our congre-
gation had the oppor-
tunity to participate 
in Bless Week, which 
was held June 11–15. 
Throughout the week 
our church partnered 
with local ministries as 
a way to love people in 
our community. 

With various time 
slots spread throughout the mornings, after-
noons and evenings, King Street was able 
to serve at a variety of ministries such as 
Agape English Program, Cross Inc., Habitat 
for Humanity Franklin County, The House of 
Grace, Joy El Camps and Retreats, King Street 
Church VBS Prep, NETwork Ministries, Preg-
nancy Ministries Inc., Rhodes Grove Camp, 
She’s Somebody’s Daughter, Sweet Grace Min-
istries and the Chambersburg Cold Weather 
Drop-In Shelter. 

Bless Week was a rewarding time for many 
volunteers throughout the week of service.

“The most rewarding aspect of Bless Week 
was spending quality time with the people I 
served with. We encouraged each other and 
provided each other with insight and ideas,” 
Sheldon Sipe said. Sheldon is a part of our 
Street Student Ministry and volunteered at 
Rhodes Grove for two of the service sessions. 
Not only were people serving for the Lord, but 
they were creating friendships while serving. 

Volunteering can make a huge impact in 
not only our lives but the people’s lives that 
we serve.

“Serving whether at Bless Week or even at 
Chambersburg Project never fails to prove that 
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there is always someone who is in need of help. 
We are able to accomplish these tasks with just 
a fraction of our time,” Sheldon commented.

According to the Messenger Bible in Prov-
erbs 11:25, “The one who blesses others is 
abundantly blessed.” May we take this time to 
reflect on our service to the community and 
the lives that it touched. 
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Back to School Event 
by Jeanie Helman
Children’s Ministry Outreach Coordinator

Can you believe that 
it’s time again to think 
of going back to  school? 
Unbelievable! But there 
are 500 book bags here 
waiting to be filled! Last 
year over 470 children 
in 177 families were 
blessed by the generosity 
and hard work of many 

people in our church. Here is a list of what will 
be needed this year:

• 330 pencil boxes
• 1000 glue sticks
• 660 pocket folders
• 3000 pencils
• 330 pens
• 1000 erasers
• 320 sets of markers
• 660 highlighters
• 320 spiral bound notebooks

• 510 1” binders or 170 3” binders
• 510 packs of notebook paper
 Please prayerfully consider using this 

opportunity to engage and bless our commu-
nity. Cards will be on display July 1-29. You 
will have two options—choose a card for an 
age group to fill a whole bag (list of supplies 
are on the back of the card) or pull card(s) to 
buy specific supplies. (Over the years I have 
been asked what is needed most and it would 
be supplies to fill whole bags, especially for the 
upper grades.) Our goal is to have 300 people 
buy supplies to fill a book bag. Have fun and be 
sure to pray for those who will receive a bag!

Don’t want to buy supplies? Monetary dona-
tions are always accepted and appreciated! We 
will use that money to buy additional supplies to 
fill the bags. Other ways to help are organizing 
the supplies, stuffing book bags on August 1 
or helping with distribution on August 2. All 
leftover school supplies were donated to Ben 
Chambers Elementary, Stevens Elementary 
and CAMS last year. 

Thank you in advance for loving on our 
neighborhood children!

Bookbags waiting to be filled
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Board of Administration 
Meeting Highlights

The Board of Administration met on 
Wednesday, June 13, 2018, in the Adminis-
trative Office Conference Room. Chairman 
Glenn Watson called the meeting to order at 
7 p.m. Kim Shatzer opened the meeting with 
devotions and prayer. Following are highlights 
from this meeting:

Senior Pastor's Report:
Pastor Jody Bowser focused on opportu-

nities and challenges. The opportunities he 
focused on were Bless Week, Blessfest, Vaca-
tion Bible School, Once More Ministries, the 
mission trip to Russia and the interns being 
raised up within our church to become future 
leaders. He pointed out that there are hundreds 
involved in serving during Bless Week. Pastor 
Jody sees this as an expression of the heartbeat 
of our congregation. He also pointed out the 
many, many people in our community who are 
touched by Once More Ministries. 

Challenges were communicated in the 
church survey. The positive trends within the 
survey spoke to the feeling that God is present 
and God is at work here. The challenges he 
noted were inviting others to church, how to 
improve the process of getting people better 
connected within the church and making clear 
our goals. He pointed out that leadership will 
be addressing these issues to improve on them. 
Pastor Jody conveyed the focus of our vision 
which is to saturate the town with the love of 
Jesus Christ with the help of the power of God.

Executive Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Don Baker gave an update on the 

upcoming events. There will be 13 child ded-
ications on June 17. On September 2 there 
will be an all-church picnic at Norlo Park. In 
September or October there will be a Celebrate 
Recovery event in the Student Ministry Center. 

Pastor Don discussed the issues that he saw 
trending in the comments of the church survey. 
He encouraged all to read the comments so that 
the leadership can decide how best to address 
the needs voiced in the survey. He asked that 
larger themes and priorities should be the focus.

Co-mission Reports: 
• Adult Ministries – Gary Porter reported on 

the 2019 Night to Shine, which will be held 
at Antrim Brethren in Christ Church. New 
security procedures for the event entail going 
online for volunteers to get the clearances 
needed. Volunteers will need three clearances 
next year. The co-mission is working on devel-
oping workshops to present teaching basics for 
Sunday school leaders. 

• Finance – Brad Etchberger reported that 
there was no Finance Co-mission meeting since 
the last board meeting. The church received 
funds from Bequest/Estates since the last 
board meeting. The Endowment Fund will 
receive 90%, with Local Outreach and Missions 
receiving 5% each. The co-mission received 
the final Sara Hall and Alice Myers trust funds 
distribution. The Discretionary Capital Funds 
will receive 90% of these funds. Local Out-
reach and Missions will each receive 5% of 
the total. The church received funds from an 
estate, which is given to support missions. 
Those funds will be deposited into General Mis-
sions. Ken Adams reviewed the May financial 
report and noted that the monthly giving was 
below the monthly budget. Spending was below 
our budgeted amount also, but it exceeded 
the monthly income. Year-to-date, giving is 
still below the church’s budgeted amount.

• Local Outreach – Tom Knepper commu-
nicated that Habitat for Humanity is moving 
forward with plans to build a “House that Jesus 
Built,” supported by local churches. They are 
asking 13 churches to donate for the construc-
tion. A motion to approve a donation to Habitat 
for Humanity for this project was approved.
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• Personnel Relations – Kim Shatzer reported 
on the cancellation of the staff picnic due to staff 
family vacation schedules. The picnic and staff 
recognition will take place on August 20 along 
with the regularly scheduled staff meeting. The 
board approved offering the position of Worship 
Associate to Josh Paff. The extension of the video 
internship of Bryce Mentzer through August 31 
was also approved. The concept of creating 
part time positions of Creative Arts Associ-
ate and Production Associate was approved. 

• Property – Jim Goetz reported on the ongoing 
work being done for the new surveillance system, 
dead bolts on doors in the children’s ministry 
area and the ministry center parking lot lights.

• Student Ministry – Penny Poorman shared 
on the past and future events planned by the 
Student Ministry Co-mission. The Senior Cel-
ebration dinner was enjoyed by the students 
and the parents. The mission projects for the 
summer are the Chambersburg Project and the 
trip to Haiti to conduct Vacation Bible School in 
Arcahaie. Forty students will participate in these 
projects. The students going to Haiti have raised 
half of the funds needed for their trip. The Road 
Crew picnic included sharing the God sightings 
throughout the year. There will be 30 students 
participating in the Summer Sneak. The youth 
served at Rhodes Grove during Bless Week. The 
co-mission is recruiting teachers for the fall.

• Worship Arts – Chuck Schussler gave an 
update on topics covered during the co-mis-
sion meeting. Chuck spoke with Phil Shuman 
and Bob Ramsey about making contact with 
Mark Cooley (organ contractor) to inquire 
about upgrades that can be made to the organ 
with the monies they have raised to date. The 
door by the piano in the sanctuary will be 
resealed to protect the piano from the effect 
of weather. The piano will be evaluated by Dave 
Snyder, who manufactures pianos. Options 
will be reviewed. The Worship Arts Picnic 
will be held on July 15. Mitchell Bowser will 

be the summer worship intern. Chuck pre-
sented information on the in-ear monitors 
for the sanctuary that need replaced due to 
frequency changes by the FCC. A motion 
to purchase 12 new in-ear monitors passed.

Administrative Report:
Ken Adams spoke about the work being 

completed for the old office demolition. Core 
samples have been taken and we are waiting 
for the results to proceed with restructure 
quotes on the main sanctuary parking lot. Ken 
covered the latest information on the courtyard 
improvement project. The preliminary struc-
tural survey has been completed with the next 
step being a partial schematic design to obtain 
conceptual pricing. Ken expressed his thanks to 
Glenn Watson for his invaluable contribution 
of his expertise on civil engineering projects.

(These highlights are taken from minutes 
written by Karen Byers, Recording Secretary for 
the Board of Administration. Board meetings 
are open to members of King Street Church. 
Unabridged copies of the minutes from the 
June meeting will be available at the church 
office after they are approved at the next 
meeting.)

July 8, 2018
Student Grant Fund

Offering goes to assist 
college students
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Sunday, September 2, at 4 p.m. at Norlo Park—Pavilion 2
We are going to celebrate the end of summer with a picnic that includes food, 
worship and an outdoor baptismal service. Hot dogs, hamburgers, paper products 
and bottled water are provided. Bring a dessert or side dish, other drinks for your 
family and lawn chairs.

Wednesday, August 29, 7 p.m. in the Baker Center 
If you are a volunteer here at KSC in any facet of ministry, we invite you to come 

for Vision Night to share in a time of worship, prayer and encouragement.
Our evening will begin with a time of worship and inspiration in the Word. Then 

the group will break out into various ministry areas. The goal is that we launch into 
our upcoming ministry year with a clear and unified sense of vision and unity.



College Students 
and High School 

Graduates
King Street’s Student Grant Program is 

now accepting applications for grants to be 
distributed to college students for the 2018-
2019 school year. Each year the program 
distributes income to qualified students for 
both the fall and spring semesters.

Student Grant Applications can be 
found in the foyers outside the Sanctuary 
and the Baker Center. Applications are also 
available in the SMC or by visiting the church 
office. The deadline for submitting an appli-
cation is Monday, July 23, 2018.

Please note that whether you are sub-
mitting an application for the first time or 
resubmitting an application after receiving 
a grant in a prior school year, you will need 
to provide a copy of your grades from 
your most recent school year.
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John 17 
by Nancy Fritz
Prayer Ministry

In 1997 Warren Wiersbe wrote the book 
entitled The Intercessory Prayers of Jesus. 

 In his preface he wrote: “The time has come 
for the church to get its priorities in order and 
one of the best ways to do this is to find out 
what was important to Jesus Christ. We find 
Jesus’ priorities in John 17, known as Jesus’ 
High Priestly Prayer.”

Baptist preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
said, “True prayer is measured by weight, not 
by length. The greatest prayer ever prayed is 
John 17. It takes about six minutes to reverently

... I invite you to join me each day in July 
and plan to take six minutes of each day 
to read John 17.

read it aloud. It doesn’t have much length, but 
it surely has a great deal of depth and weight.” 
What makes this passage so vitally strong and 
allows it to tower over all other prayers in the Bible? 

Wiersbe says there are at least four things 
that make Jesus’ prayer in John 17 so great:

 1.  John 17 is great because of the person 
who prayed the prayer: Jesus, the Son of 
God! 

2.  John 17 is great because of the occasion 
that demanded the prayer.

3.  John 17 is great because of the petitions 
in the prayer. 

4.  John 17 is great because of the victory it 
can give us today.

With this brief introduction about John 17, 
I invite you to join me each day in July to take 
six minutes of each day to read John 17. Keep in 
mind the four reasons why Wiersbe declares it 
to be the greatest prayer ever written. Perhaps 
the Holy Spirit will give each of us a fresh 

anointing and we’ll uncover some priceless 
treasures that we’ve not yet placed in the res-
ervoir of our mind or heart. 

As we read John 17 each day, keeping in 
mind the four reasons listed above, it would 
be good to have pen and paper ready to jot 
down some of the wondrous truths the Holy 
Spirit reveals to us. 

Here are just a few other passages that are 
complimentary to John 17: Isaiah 53:1-12, 
Isaiah 55: 6-11, Acts 20:32 and Ephesians 4:1-13.

You may contact us @ wilnan@comcast.net.
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Parking and Property
With the recently released plans for 

the new Franklin County Courthouse, it 
appears that parking will become more 
challenging for us at KSC. With the larger 
footprint of the new courthouse and the 
possible restrictions on the county parking 
lots, the downtown may eventually lose 
the use of the county’s parking lots that 
we have taken for granted for many years. 

The leadership at King Street under-
stands the impact that this will have on 
our church and the entire downtown and 
is beginning to take steps to address this. 
We are taking down the old office building 
to increase our parking and are also inves-
tigating a total rebuild of that lot to make 
it easier to navigate. 

We hope to acquire additional prop-
erties to provide more parking options 
near the church building. This will benefit 
not only our church families, but also our 
neighbors. We believe we are blessing our 
community by providing parking spaces 
that can be used by neighborhood resi-
dents, downtown shoppers and county 
employees during the week and by our 
members when there are church activities.

As a reminder, to the right is a map of 
the many parking opportunities we have 
on Sunday mornings.
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MONDAY TUESDAYSUNDAY

JULY 2018
1 2 3

8 9 10

15 16 17

22 23 24

29 30 31

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

Deadline for submitting 
Student Grant Application

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

8:00, 9:30  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
& 11:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship, Adult and Youth Sunday School
3:00 p.m. Special Patriotic Service, Sanctuary

8:00, 9:30  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
& 11:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship, Adult and Youth Sunday School

8:00, 9:30  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
& 11:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship, Adult and Youth Sunday School

8:00, 9:30  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
& 11:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship, Adult and Youth Sunday School

8:00, 9:30  Worship Services and Intercessor Meetings
& 11:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preschool and Kids Worship, Adult and Youth Sunday School

Communion

Chambersburg Project



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

AUGUST 2018
 S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14  15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE 2018
 S M T W T F S 
      1 2 
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14  15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

4 5 6 7

11 12 13 14

18 19 20 21

25 26 27 28

12:00 p.m.  Annual PrimeTimers Picnic
  Baker Center

Summer Street Meeting
Visit www.facebook.com/thestreets for details.

Student Ministry Missions 
Trip to Haiti 

 

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:15 a.m. Exercise Class
 Student Ministry 

Center

9:30 a.m. CROSS, Inc. “Walk for 
Love”

 The Meeting House

Independence Day

Chambersburg Project



JUST FOR KIDS
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Once More Ministries 
Report

OMM’s distribution was held on Sat-
urday, June 9, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. It is 
such a joy to be able to bless our brothers 
and sisters with the Word of our Lord, as 

well as with much 
needed and appre-
ciated toiletries!

At each distri-
bution we see many 
familiar faces and 

we also meet many new neighbors. It is a 
pleasure to be able to serve these folks and 
to pray with them. Although many of these 
brothers and sisters know the Lord, others 
are searching for Him. We pray that we are 
a guiding light to all.

Thank you, Church. Because of your 
generosity, we can be the hands and feet 
of Christ as we love them just as Christ 
has loved us.

This distribution was rather large as we 
were able to serve 183 households for a total 
of 726 individuals. We also received prayer 
requests from 108 persons.

Thank you for your contributions and 
continued prayers. Because of your love 
and generosity, many of our neighbors 
experience the love of Christ through us. 
Pray that this ministry continues to flourish.

If you’re interested in joining us in 
serving the Lord through OMM, please 
email your contact information to omm@
kschurch.org and someone will respond to 
you with more information.

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Jesus Christ to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph 2:10).

Thanks be to God for all His grace and 
blessings.

OMM Volunteers

The following children were dedicated during 
services on Sunday, June 17:

9:30 Baker Center
Rylee Kristine Bowers, daughter of Travis and 

Rachel Bowers
Sofia Lynn Bowers, daughter of Travis and 

Rachel Bowers
Jacob Tyler Fritz, son of Jeremy and Amanda 

Fritz
Logan Ryder Fritz, son of Jeremy and Amanda 

Fritz
Wesley Roger Hann, son of Nathan and Alyssa 

Hann
Casper Statler Newman, son of Andrew and 

Cynthia Newman

9:30 Sanctuary
Olivia Grace Lehman, daughter of Chris and 

Bethany Lehman
Micah Scott Long, son of Scott and Lynn Long
Brody Emerson Martin, son of Daniel and 

Shaina Martin
Kylaya Elaine Martin, daughter of Daniel and 

Shaina Martin
Livia Rachelle Martin, daughter of Daniel and 

Shaina Martin

11:00 Sanctuary
Logan Richard Reynolds, son of Joshua and 

Jessica Reynolds
Mark Joshua Reynolds, son of Joshua and 

Jessica Reynolds
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2018 UB WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Friday–Sunday, September 28–30, Toledo, Ohio 

Registration is now open for the 2018 Women’s Conference for the United Brethren 
in Christ churches. Author Carey Scott will speak to us on “God’s Promise of Restoration.” 
We’ll consider the deep restoration that only our Creator can give, a restoration that spills 
from our personal lives to our families, communities and the world. 

For more information and to register, visit ub.org/women/womens-conference.

Summer Street: Mark your calendars for our Summer Street Meetings. Details about each meeting 
time and location will be available on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/thestreets.

 Prayer Requests: Please continue to pray for our two summer missions opportunities that students are 
participating in. Twenty-one students and five adults will be traveling to Haiti, July 5-12. Twenty-four 
students will be participating in Chambersburg Project, July 8-13. Pray that God will work through 
and in our students as they engage and bless those in Haiti and here in Chambersburg.

KSC STUDENT MINISTRY
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Dear Church Friend,

CROSS Residents, Families and Friends of CROSS… present a “Walk for Love” 

On Saturday, July 21, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., CROSS, Inc. will be holding its annual “Walk 
for Love.” This is your opportunity to support CROSS (Christian Residential Opportunities 
and Social Services) so that we will be able to continue to provide quality care for our adult 
residents with developmental disabilities at Grace Home, Griffith House and Cumberland 
Vista.

Would you be willing to support our ministry with a generous gift to CROSS?

Our 22 adult residents with developmental disabilities will be walking around the gym 
at The Meeting House, 1155 Walnut Bottom Road, Carlisle, Pa. as many times as possible 
during a one-hour period. We are asking sponsors to contribute a tax deductible gift based 
on their participation. If you would like to join us, registration is prior to the event and the 
“Walk for Love” will be from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

ALL GIFTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. THANK YOU!

SPONSOR’S REPLY

Sponsor’s Name ______________________________________________________________

Street Address ________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________ State _________ Zip Code _________

I am enclosing a flat donation of: _______$25.00 _______$50.00 _______$100.00 _______Other 

(Please make your check payable to CROSS, Inc. and return it with this form. Thank you.)

☐  If you would like a receipt for your donation, please check the box. If not, your canceled 
check will be the record of your gift to CROSS, Inc. Thank you.

CROSS, Inc. is a ministry supported by King Street Church

CROSS, Inc. “Walk for Love” 
Saturday, July 21, 2018 • 9:30 a.m.

CROSS, Inc. • 712 Pinola Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257

(717) 530-1788 • www.crossinc.com
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 July
Annual PrimeTimer Picnic
	 •	Wednesday,	July	11
 •	Picnic	at	noon	in	the	Baker	Center
	 •	Catered	by	Rosenberry’s
	 •	Cost:	$10
	 •	Due	date	for	signing	up:	Tuesday,	July	3
	 •	Come	and	enjoy	the	fellowship.

August
Franklin	County	Minibus	Trip
	 •	Wednesday,	August	8
	 •	Proposed	visits	include:	Heritage	Center,	
CASD	Archives,	Brown’s	Mill	School	and	
Coyle	Library

 •	Cost:	$35
	 •	Lunch	at	KSC
	 •	Due	date	for	signing	up:	Wednesday,	July	11
	 •	Departure	will	be	from	the	church	office	
parking	lot	at	9:00	a.m.

September
Bollman	Bus	Trip	to	see	the	play	
“Jesus”	at	Sight	and	Sound	Theatre
	 •	Tuesday,	September	25
	 •	Show	at	11	a.m.
	 •	Lunch	buffet	at	Bird-in-Hand	Family 
Restaurant	at	2:15	p.m.

	 •	Cost:	$108,	includes	transportation	and	
gratuities.

	 •	Departure	will	be	from	WEIS	at	8:30	a.m.
	 •	Bus	is	filled;	waiting	list	is	available

PRIMETIMERS
UPDATES

•	Make	checks	payable	to	KSC	PrimeTimers.	
Please	note	on	each	check	how	the	pay-
ment	is	to	be	used	(which	events).

•	Call	Frances	Humelsine,	(717)	263-8633,	
for	more	information	or	to	sign	up.

•	Send	deposits	or	payments	to	Frances	
	 Humelsine,	408	Benjamin	Drive,	
	 Chambersburg,	PA	17201.
•	Day	trip	deposit	is	$10	at	time	of	sign	up.
•	Overnight	trip	deposit	is	$50	at	time	of	sign	up.

October
Bollman	Bus	Trip	to	Historic	
Johnstown,	PA

	 •	Tuesday,	October	16
	 •	Cost:	$77,	includes	Johnstown	Flood	
National	Museum,	lunch	at	Our	Sons	Family	
Restaurant,	Johnstown	Heritage	Discovery	
Center,	a	ride	on	the	famous	Johnstown	
Inclined	Plane,	transportation	and	gratuities

	 •	Flier	is	available	with	more	details
	 •	Seats are still available

November
Bollman	Bus	Trip	to	Bird-In-Hand	Play	
“Christmas	to	Remember–One	Day	
in	Paradise”	and	Ryan	&	Friends	at	
Hershey	Farms

	 •	Wednesday,	November	14
	 •	Cost:	$120,	includes	Ryan	&	Friends	
(Christian	ventriloquist),	lunch	at	Hershey	
Farms	and	show	at	Bird-In-Hand	Theatre,	
transportation	and	gratuities

	 •	Seats are still available

December
Annual	Christmas	Lunch
	 •	Wednesday,	December	12
	 •	12	noon	in	the	Baker	Center
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Each week we post a “Quote of the Week” on the KSC’s Facebook and Instagram 
accounts. This quote is most often taken from the Sunday sermon or Pastor Jody will 
choose a Scripture verse or quote from another author. Be blessed as you consider 

these important words of wisdom.

‘”’Blessed are the poor 
in spirit’ is a statement 
of grace. By continually 
admitting our spiritual 
helplessness and inade-
quacy, relying solely on 
the mercy of God, we are 
blessed with the fullness 
of the Kingdom. One 
early church writer said 
it this way: ‘It’s the poor 
before God to whom God 
can be rich; but those 
who believe they are rich 
already, miss out on the 
Kingdom altogether.’”

Pastor Don Baker
May 27, 2018

Pastor Jody Bowser
May 20, 2018
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MISSIONS 
NEWS

EXCERPTS FROM RECENT 
COMMUNICATIONS

Roger and Marilyn Reeck
June 3, 2018
(Based in Honduras with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators)

Colombia
We traveled to Cucuta, Colombia where 

a workshop for 43 Venezuelan translators 
from six different Indian groups was already 
in process. Things went really well. Thank you 
for praying. Being with this dedicated group of 
people was truly a wonderful experience. It is 
sad to hear of their experiences back home—
the lack of food and finances. The group of 
consultants each took gifts for them—clothing, 
toiletries, etc. Many said that they had not been 
able to purchase new clothes in several years. 
There were so many sad stories. The situation 
is very serious.

Roger worked with the Puinave and Curri-
paco translation groups and Marilyn assisted as 
she could. Also, Marilyn held Trauma Healing 
sessions. Praise God that it came at a time in 
their lives when the Venezuelans really have 
many hurts. Over one million people have left 
Venezuela and migrated to other countries in 
South America. Because of all the daily diffi-
culties, families are now separated and hurting.

Guinea Bissau
Tomorrow, Monday June 4, we travel from 

Texas to Guinea Bissau via Morocco. We will 
be there until July 7. Roger will be checking 
the translation of the Sonike and of the Felupe 
languages. It is always such a joy to be with our 
Guinean friends again.

Please Pray
• For the two day trip coming and going—

June 4-5 and July 7-8, that Roger will secure 
two or three empty seats to be able to keep his 
foot up and avoid swelling.

• For Roger’s pain level. It still remains as 
high as it has been for the last years. Pray that 
he will be able to give his full concentration as 
he endeavors to explain to the translators the 
true meaning of the section of Scripture being 
analyzed and that in turn they be able to express 
it in their language perfectly.

• For the Sonike people, that salvation will 
come through God’s Word. They are a Muslim 
group.

Emily Schoenleber
June 7, 2018
(Serving in New Zealand with Youth With A 
Mission)

Hi, Friends and Family
What a wild month it has been! Time is 

flying by and I can’t believe that 2018 is close 
to being half over. As I’m writing this, I am 
sitting in Auckland Airport waiting for my 
flight to Port Vila, Vanuatu. Marine Reach will 
be opening and dedicating a new facility the 
first week of July and since I will be unable to 
be there, I’m going over for about ten days to 
help with various preparations. 

I only arrived back to New Zealand about 
two and a half weeks ago from my visit to Ethi-
opia, but it was perfect timing. I arrived back 
the same time as most of the DTS outreach 
teams and even surprised some of them at the 
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airport here. But before I get into that, let me 
share with you a bit of my travels to Ethiopia.

My journey to Ethiopia started with a twelve 
and a half hour flight to Hong Kong and then 
about a 17 hour layover. The amazing part is 
that we had an outreach team from Marine 
Reach staying at the YWAM base in Hong 
Kong. So I braved the public transport system 
and made the 45 minute journey from the 
airport to the YWAM base. I had such a great 
time catching up with my friends.

After another ten hour flight, I finally landed 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia around 7 a.m. local 
time. People are not allowed to come inside the 
airport to meet arriving passengers due to very 
high security, so once I made my way outside, I 
met a guy who is on staff at the YWAM base and 
he brought me to the base. The base is about a 
forty-five minute drive away from the airport,  
so I enjoyed being able to take in different sights 
of the city. 

I was surprised by how large it is. It just kept 
going and going and going. I later learned that 
there are over three million people living in 
that city, which is easily ten times the amount 
of Vanuatu’s entire population. No wonder I 
was surprised by the size. 

The majority of my first week in Ethiopia was 
spent at the YWAM base, which is just a house 
in an area of the city. I was just serving there 
helping them with preparations for their DTS, 
which was due to start in about a week’s time. 
There was a lot of cleaning, writing welcome 
cards, doing dishes and basically just helping 
with anything and everything. I even spoke at 
their house church. I enjoyed living on the base 
and getting to know the staff as well. There’s 
an Aussie, a Kiwi and a Rwandan on staff and 
the remaining five or six staff members are all 
Ethiopian. 

My friend Ronald, from Rwanda, also 
showed me around different parts of the city the 
first couple of days which also included drinking 
lots of local bunna, which is the Amharic word 
for coffee. Ethiopians know how to do coffee! 

It is so good. They serve it in smaller cups and 
they make it really strong.

Most of my second week in Ethiopia was 
spent in quite a few places. I was able to join in 
on a young adults group from a local interna-
tional church and befriended a local girl called 
Bruktawit (her name means blessing and what 
a blessing she was to me).  

As soon as I arrived in Ethiopia there was 
something in my heart and spirit. It’s as if I 
arrived in a place so familiar and most of the 
way from the airport to the YWAM base I could 
not stop smiling, even if I tried. I was in awe of 
the way God had led and provided for me to 
make it there. But I would be lying if I said that 
my time there was always easy and enjoyable. 

I was surprised by how much culture shock I 
experienced and just different things the locals 
said and did. It is no easy thing to be white, 
blonde and a woman in that city. When I began 
to wrestle with what I was thinking and feeling, 
I had mentioned to God that it was hard to love 
these people. The locals that I passed on the 
streets only seemed to see me as a foreigner 
who owed them something. I felt that still, small 
voice say to me, “Em, the fact that it’s harder 
to love these people makes it even more of a 
privilege.” 

 I was reminded of a sermon by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. where he spoke about the trans-
formative, redemptive power of love. It’s easy to 
love people who are easy to love but who will 
love the ones who are difficult to love? My heart 
began to break for those around me as I began 
to realize that the only real difference between 
me and them is the fact that they haven’t met 
their Father yet. I was playing music one day 
when I was thinking about all of this and the 
song “So Will I” came on. This line hit me: “I 
can see Your heart eight billion different ways, 
every precious one a child You died to save. If 
You gave Your life to love them, so will I.”

 What a privilege it is to be the hands, feet, 
and smile of Jesus to a world longing for love! 
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Emily and Bryan Gerlach
June 9, 2018
(Serving in Thailand with TEAM Global Missions)

There and Back Again
Last month Bryan had the opportunity to 

travel to the US for one week to host our Thai 
pastor and his wife in PA. It was a whirlwind 
trip, meeting supporters and churches and 
reconnecting with family and friends. But what 
a blessing it was to connect our family in the 
States with our family in Thailand!

Emily continues to have a healthy pregnancy 
and is still working at the juvenile center weekly. 
She has started teaching pre-school to Jameson 
and one of his friends weekly as well.

 Jameson is getting bigger every day and is 
really finding his own personality, cracking us 
up and challenging us daily. He’s getting excited 
for a little baby to come to our house too.
Update on the Cool Shade of Life Church

Every few months we are going to write a 
little highlight of the work that we are doing. 
You are our partner in this ministry and having 
more details about our ministry here will enable 
you to effectively partner with us and pray for us. 

The Cool Shade of Life Church in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand was started 11 years ago by Pastor 
Ogaat Soiraya and his wife Taay. The congre-
gation usually has around 40 members attend 
on any given Sunday, which is actually pretty 
large for a Thai church. We began attending the 
church in early 2014 because our Thai language 
teacher (Taay) was married to the pastor and 
invited us to come. We can honestly say that 
being warmly welcomed by this congregation 
is what saved our ministry in Thailand when 
we were walking through some very difficult 
times during our first term in the country. 
Some of our deepest relationships in Thailand 
are through connections at this church and we 
have been blessed by them even more than we 
have been a blessing to them.

The Soirayas both came out of Buddhist 
backgrounds but became Christians in their 
early adult years through the relentless love 
of Khru’s mother, who was the first Christian 
in the family. They have two children who are 
now the third generation of believers in their 
family. Pastor Ogaat and Taay were called into 
ministry after working in secure secular jobs 
for a decade and have been laboring diligently 
for the last 11 years making disciples and living 
sacrificially to bless their congregation and 
neighbors. It is very tiring work that can be 
discouraging at times as there is less than 1% 
of Thai people who know the Lord. But they 
have persevered, have seen great fruit in their 
ministry and have been a tremendous blessing 
to us in the process.

The church has a vision to see the gospel 
come to all of Thailand, not just the local com-
munity in Chiang Mai. Pastor Ogaat in particu-
lar would like to be able to travel to other areas 
of Thailand in order to teach church planters 
and encourage pastors who are working in 
relative isolation. He is starting to raise support 
to be able to do just that in the future. One 
other need of the church is to purchase land 
to build a new building as our current location 
is too small for the members. What a great 
problem to have!

Bryan is regularly a part of the worship 
team, leading worship at least one Sunday 
per month. Emily is in the rotation of Sunday 
school teachers for the children. At the end of 
April, we were able to go to the annual church 
camp with many of the CSL members to meet 
and worship with over 100 believers from all 
over Thailand. We met together for three days 
of worship, teaching and fun. This camp is 
always one of the best chances for us to get to 
know members from our church on a deeper 
level as well as connect with what the Lord is 
doing across the nation. It was blessedly cool 
(compared to the norm) for the whole time, 
which improved everyone’s mood.



23

Prayers:
• Healthy baby/pregnancy.
• It’s been more difficult to connect with 

our neighbors this month.
• The girls at the juvenile center that Emily 

visits would know the Lord. 
• For our local church to be able to raise 

money for land for a new building.
Praises:

• Bryan had a productive trip to the U.S. 
• So far mom and baby are healthy and doing 

great.
• Our Thai pastor and his wife had a great 

time of ministry in the US.
• We are really appreciating being a part of 

our TEAM team here in Chiang Mai.

Bernie and Sherry Pierce
June 14, 2018
(Serving in Lincoln, Nebraska with Christar.)

Exciting Night at Church
Last week a man from M’im background 

made a public profession of faith at our evening 
service. Since then he has been growing, sharing 
his faith, asking others to read the Bible with 
him, serving others, is already talking of baptism 
and has made lifestyle changes that indicate 
his faith is REAL. How joyous it was to make 
the Arab squeals of joy and rejoice with him! 
Pray for his protection, but praise God for his 
boldness.

How can I know I will be in Heaven with 
Jesus? These and other questions came from a 
young Sabean girl after Bernie went through 
the Easter story with his children at club and 
in subsequent lessons. Their family also attends 
an Arabic church where she was in the Awana 
program. She shows a great desire to learn. She 
will likely face great opposition, so please pray 
for her protection and further understanding.

Heading East
Next week we will be heading East to speak 

in two churches that have not seen us since 
we left France, one in Pennsylvania and one in 
Massachusetts. Then we will be heading to a 
required week at our Christar North American 
Sending Center. We look forward to seeing 
many friends and family members along the 
way of what will be over 4000 miles of travel 
in about four weeks. Please pray for stamina, 
health, the stability of our van and that God 
would bless all our visits.

Praises:
1. Friends like YOU praying and giving to 

Christar.
2. A new Yazidi friend and helping her in 

patient education and felt needs after the birth 
of her daughter.

3. Attending the Yazidi New Year celebration 
and two weddings.

4. In August Joshua will start middle school 
and Timothy kindergarten, both in good 
Lincoln schools. 

5. Joshua’s tooth extraction went VERY 
well. Now he is adjusting to braces for medical 
reasons, not cosmetics. 

6. God provided a second van at a great 
price. On the advice of our teammate, we went 
for it and have had much more freedom in 
ministry.

7. Deepening relationships.
Requests:

1. VBS is coming soon. Pray that many chil-
dren will sign up, for the team coming from 
Oklahoma and for enough helpers and drivers, 
patience and stamina.

2. Pray for two of our teammate families 
(as well as a close Yazidi friend) as they will 
be traveling out of the country for two-thirds 
of a month.

3. We have some heavy personal needs. Pray 
for wisdom in how best to work on them and 
trust God at the same time.
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