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NAME 

Kristin VanCuren 

RESIDENCE 

Toledo, Ohio 

EMAIL 

tintin7t@aol.com 

TITLE 

Preschool Coordinator 

FUN FACT 

I make great Bloody Marys....Yummy!! 

A BIT ABOUT ME 

I am a giant preschool nerd, everything I have done school-wise has 

revolved around preschool age children.  My undergraduate degree 

was in Pre-Kindergarten education, Masters in ECSE, Ed.S. in 

Leadership & Supervision in ECSE all through the University of Toledo. I 

do have a certificate in Assistive Tech from Bowling Green State 

University.  I have been considering going back to school for another 

certificate in Multicultural Education through the University of 

Missouri. I have worked with preschoolers since 1994. 

I am from a small town named Fostoria in Ohio. My husband & I have 

season tickets to the University of Toledo football games, women's 

basketball & men's basketball. I am very close to my immediate family 

as well as my extended family 2nd cousins.  Several years ago I started 

a family "reunion" type of party with my Mom's side of the family in 

July- we have so far traveled to 3 different states for our parties.  

CURRENT ROLE/WORK 

I am usually awake by 5:00 AM at the latest (I am a  horrible sleeper) 

and get there by 7:00 AM.  Each day is different but typically includes: 

answering emails, taking referrals, visiting with kids in the halls or 

classrooms, answering questions the staff has, serve itinerant 

student(s), check in with the therapists.  We are housed in a school 

building built in 1892 housed outside of our school district because 

"there's no room at the inn".  :)   

REASON FOR MASTERMINDING 

I want to learn and grow as a leader. I'd like to be able to help others 

want to see inclusion as a gift and for our preschool program to be a 

model of best recommended practices that all children feel safe, 

happy, and successful.   



NAME 

Tammy Schaefer 

RESIDENCE 

Bettendorf, IA 

EMAIL 

tschaefer@mbaea.org 

TITLE 

Educational Consultant 

FUN FACT 

I was the Wisconsin State Pork Queen!  

I was called Ms. Piggy on numerous 

occasions. The title provided money for 

college and the ability to travel my 

state to promote the pork industry.  

A BIT ABOUT ME 

Well, the phrase is appropriate as I am short and I fit right in with the 

preschool children! Good thing I have that gray hair as highlights or 

else I might be mistaken as a preschooler!  I have a Bachelors degree in 

Psychology and a Masters in Learning and Behavioral Disabilities and a 

Masters in Educational Leadership. I have an Occupational Therapy 

Assistant license which has been an asset working with children. Prior 

to working with children I worked with farmers with disabilities and in 

nursing homes. I also worked as an educator in the community college 

setting but truth be told I much rather work with the elderly or with 

the youngest generation! If I have free time you would find me outside, 

on the water, or helping my parents on the farm. When I have to be 

indoors, I like working on puzzles, scrap-booking, doing crafts, and 

sewing. Traveling is also a love of mine and I have been able to visit 

places like Singapore, England, Germany, Thailand, Indonesia, 

Switzerland, Jamaica, St. Thomas, St John, Hawaii, and Mexico.  

CURRENT ROLE/WORK 

I work with preschool children ages 3-5. I am a member of the 

evaluation team, a speech therapist, and a school psychologist. We do

Child Find for four different school districts.  I also go out to various 

preschools to assist teachers help design and implement interventions, 

design differentiation activities, and provide professional development. 

REASON FOR MASTERMINDING 

I am looking for the opportunity to interact with other educational 

leaders to broaden my knowledge base.  I am excited to learn from 

other cohort members and from Kristie! I feel as if I am becoming 

somewhat stagnant in my career and mindset.  I have been off work for

5 months and feel I have lost touch with my skills and abilities.  By 

participating, I hope to be encouraged, stimulated, and re-focused. 



NAME 

Teran Frick 

RESIDENCE 

Wamego, Kansas 

EMAIL 

frickt@usd320.com 

TITLE 

Coordinator & Early Interventionist 

(Part C 0-3) 

FUN FACT 

I can't blow a bubble with gum! 

A BIT ABOUT ME 

I'm 26 and grew up in Kansas (western side) and I now live 15 miles 

from where I went to college at Kansas State. I'm a huge sports fan and 

book nerd! 

I studied abroad in Scotland right before graduating from undergrad- 

I'm still looking in to ways to move abroad someday soon for an 

extended period of time. I also spent some time in Budapest studying

special education and music therapy!  

CURRENT ROLE/WORK 

Every day is different! I see 1-6 families a day for visits. When I'm not at a 

visit or traveling to a visit, I am in the office, doing the service 

coordination for each kid. As coordinator, I am also checking in with my 

staff on a daily basis, answering questions, working on program level 

stuff (budget, contracts, orders, trainings). I try and do as much in house 

professional development and team building with my staff as I can- 

currently training 2 new members! 

At least 2-3 times a month, I'm at a training in the state for either 

coordinator meetings or content level things. If I'm not doing any of 

that, I am talking to community and school resources.  

REASON FOR MASTERMINDING 

I just completed my first year as coordinator, which went okay, 

however, I was feeling like I needed "more"- I have wonderful mentors 

and resources, but an opportunity to reflect and think about some big 

(and not so big) ideas with new people was too good to pass up.  



NAME 

Jennifer Zachek  

RESIDENCE 

Appleton, Wisconsin 

EMAIL 

DRCLJDDS@gmail.com 

TITLE 

Early Childhood Diagnostician 

FUN FACT 

I make a great cooked salsa recipe! 

A BIT ABOUT ME 

I have been teaching in the early childhood special education field for 

24 years through experiences in the birth to three program, self- 

contained Early Childhood classroom, integrated kindergarten, and 

delivery of itinerant services out in the community setting and natural 

environments. This school year I have taken a new position as an early 

childhood diagnostician within the school district. I have also been a 

part of facilitating professional development sessions and book studies, 

as well as written grants for our Early Childhood Department. 

I am also married and have three step-daughters and three 

grandchildren. I love to be outdoors in my vegetable garden, do yoga, 

go for walks, and bike riding.  I also have a passion for music and 

movement for young children as well as singing on our worship team at 

my church. 

CURRENT ROLE/WORK 

I work in our Early Childhood Diagnostic Center for the school district. I 

am with children, families, and colleagues during our play-based 

evaluation process. I also travel to community sites (preschool, 4K, 

Kindergarten, parochial) to observe children in their natural 

environments and do some consultation with community providers 

and families. I have also facilitated some professional 

development/collaboration/book studies for our EC staff. 

REASON FOR MASTERMINDING 

When I did my Graduate program, we talked alot about Servant 

Leadership and I am hoping that my participation in Mastermind will 

help me shape how to guide meaningful conversations. 

I am a Big Picture person! Hoping Mastermind will guide me in how to 

 develop the Big Picture! 



NAME 

Carri Clopton Kasick 

RESIDENCE 

Olathe, Kansas 

EMAIL 

carrikasick@icloud.com 

TITLE 

Early Interventionist, Autism Advocate, 

Child Development, Family/Life Coach 

FUN FACT 

When I was in second grade, I was the 

queen at the Ringling Brother's Circus!  

A BIT ABOUT ME 

I'm a momma of a 10 year old boy, Max, and married to Scott. Our 

family of 3 have a strong bond and enjoy being together in this thing 

called life! In my 47 years, I've mostly taken my life journeys 4-5 years at 

a time.. I was born in Iowa (lived in CA when my dad was in the Army) 

and raised in Iowa. I graduated from Iowa State University (Human 

Development & Families Studies/ECSE) In Iowa, I taught in ECSE 

classrooms and worked with families at Iowa's Area Education Agency. 

I moved to Ohio and gravitated to private/ASD home services with 

children/families and then to Nationwide Children's Hospital as an Early 

Interventionist. I moved to Kansas, worked as ASD support at an Early 

Childhood Center, and taught in an ASD EC program. I completed my 

Master's (SPED/Autism) at Kansas University. I began my own business 

(CKLLC) in 2013. I'm inspired by learning, self reflection, listening, and 

action plans.  

CURRENT ROLE/WORK 

Each day for me is different.. I travel to all families in the KC Metro area. 

I typically have one family that I am with everyday for at least 3 

hours(Early Intervention/Autism), in their home or in the community. I 

have 3 families that I have sessions with 2 times a week also in the 

home & community (Early Intervention/Autism). I have 5 families that I 

have sessions with once a week (Autism advocacy/community support). 

I also facilitate Caregiver/Infant & toddler groups with a variety of early 

development topics in either home, community settings, or at a 

therapeutic nature center (3 times a month). I'm also a Learning Ally for 

a Nature Play Early Childhood program, two mornings a week.  

REASON FOR MASTERMINDING 

I'm hoping to learn how to articulate my big dream and move forward 

with action plans. I'm looking forward to having a consistent platform 

to learn, listen, and practice. 


