LADWP, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and U.S. Forest
Service Inyo Forest Enhancement Partnership – Project Summaries
Projects will improve watersheds and reduce Greenhouse Gas
Emissions in the Inyo National Forest
The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP), National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and
the United States Forest Service (USFS) have collaborated on a first-of-its-kind partnership in the Eastern Sierra
that consists of numerous projects aimed at improving forest resiliency, increasing carbon capture, decreasing
wildfires, and enhancing wildlife habitats and watersheds. The following is a list of approved projects occurring
under this partnership.

CASA DIABLO PRESCRIBED (RX) BURN
Location: Northeast of Tom’s Place
Watershed or Streams Protected: Owens River/Crowley
Lake
Brief description: This project focuses on prescribed burning
to occur over a 7 to 15 year cycle using a tree well/ jackpot
burning technique. Restoration of the Casa Diablo area to
its natural range of variation (NRV), will occur by using the
treatment method to restore Jeffrey pine ecosystem.
Anticipated Benefits/Measurable Outcomes: This will reduce
risks of catastrophic fire, improve wildlife habitat, watershed
function, soil conservation, and return forested landscapes
to a natural range of variation. Metrics: GhG storage, water
potential, wildlife monitoring.
Time frame: Spring/Fall of 2021 to Fall of 2023
LADWP funding: $400,000

JUNE MOUNTAIN SKI AREA VEGETATION MGT AND JUNE
LOOP HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION
Location: June Lake Area
Partnerships: Cal Trout, June/Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, NFWF
Watershed or Streams Protected: Mono Basin, Rush Creek
Brief description: This project is focused on the restoration of white bark pine,
meadow and aspen vegetation types, forest health thinning, and fuels reduction/
defensible space clearing around facilities. This project was initiated in 2016 as part of
a NFWF funded partnership between MMSA, Cal-Trout, and the INF. Slopes are steep
with loose soils which makes operations difficult and expensive. Substantial amounts of
helicopter logging will need to occur to complete the project. To date, existing partners
(NFWF, Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, Cal Trout, and Pacific Gas and Electric) have
invested approximately $850,000.
Anticipated Benefits/Measurable Outcomes: This project will provide hazardous
fuel reduction and community protection around the community of June Lake.
Additional benefits will include white bark pine enhancement, meadow restoration,
aspen restoration, improvement in watershed function, enhance wildlife habitat, and
improvement in scenic quality. Metrics: GhG storage, water potential
Time frame: Fall of 2021 to Summer/Fall of 2023
LADWP funding: $270,000
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BISHOP CREEK and PINE CREEK FUELS REDUCTION
Location: Bishop Creek Area
Watershed or Streams Protected: Bishop Creek and Pine Creek drainages
Brief description: This project is primarily focused on fuels reduction in and near popular recreation areas and
creation and improvement of defensible space at 25 developed recreation sites. Treatment units are designated
for protection using a variety of mechanical treatment methods and Rx fire.
Anticipated Benefits/Measurable Outcomes: Improvements in watershed health and function, wildlife habitat,
scenic quality, and protection of cultural resources. Metrics for monitoring: GhG storage, water potential, wildlife
monitoring.
Time frame: Fall of 2021 to Fall of 2023
LADWP funding: $120,000
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FOREST-WIDE INVASIVE PLANT REMOVAL
PROJECT
Location: Inyo National Forest
Watershed or Streams Protected: Oak Creek, Baxter Creek,
Cottonwood Creek, and Mono Lake Shoreline and feeder
streams
Brief description: This project would focus on tamarisk
removal using hand removal, chainsaws, and chemical
application in the watersheds and streams listed above.
Anticipated Benefits/Measurable Outcomes: Improvements
in water quality and quantity, in stream aquatic habitat,
riparian conservation areas and watershed function. Metrics
for monitoring: water potential, wildlife monitoring.
Time frame: Fall of 2021 to Spring of 2022
LADWP funding: $20,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION AND PLANNING
FOR BUTTERMILK
Location: Buttermilk
Brief description: Removal of old primitive toilet.
Planning for future developments/campground
parking, and sanitation. Parking lot + Kiosk/Education
signage implementation. Official Trail planning and
implementation (create trails and Rehabilitate social
trails, etc.).
Anticipated Benefits/Measurable Outcomes:
dispersed recreation activities having a detrimental
effect on watershed health and increasing the risk
of wildfire that could negatively impact LADWP
facilities. New Construction and recreational
planning will help aid recreation and watershed
management.
Time frame: Fall of 2021 for toilets and parking lot
Summer/Fall of 2023
LADWP funding: $165,000

The Buttermilk area is a popular rock-climbing
location with high recreational activity

CLIMBING RANGERS PROGRAM
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Brief description: The Climbing Rangers Program
educate visiting rock climbers on how to tread lightly and
how to protect the Eastern Sierra landscape. Climbing
Rangers duties include educating recreational climbers
the importance of packing out everything they pack in, trail
work projects and monitoring the number of recreational
visitors at rock climbing sites. Program is currently
underway in the Buttermilk, LADWP and Inyo Forest is
examining the potential to expand the program.
Anticipated
Benefits/Measurable
Outcomes:
Dispersed recreation activities having a detrimental effect
on watershed health and increasing the risk of wildfire
that could negatively impact LADWP facilities. Program
will assist with Sanitation of watershed, trash removal and
preserving ecosystem around climbing. Mitigate potential
for wildfire.
Time frame: 2021 - 2023
LADWP funding: $25,000

