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"When it comes to praise for other people's Wbtk, writers are _usually
a miserly group and even when we grudgingly concede that we like
something, most of the time we are thinking in our hearts, "But,_l
could have done it better." " Erich Segal '

Think about that quote of writer Erich Segal. It certainly is
not a very flattering description of writers or their egos is it.
" Yet, I:fear that i{if one were to remove the wordsWwriter" and replace
it with tlh “minister" the full truth of the quote would remain.

Why is it that we find it so very difficult to praise the efforts
of our Christian brothers and sisters. - Why must we spend so much
time comparing our efforts and results to thos of others. Why do
we so often seek to raise ourselves by lowering others., -

These are not pleasant questions to think about. - I know they
bother me because I see myself in them. I know how I tend to evaluate
dermons or ‘services in light of "how I would have done them." I know
how I sometimes feel that -- but for an unfortunate lack of title --
my vast experience as a student pastor for.a few years should qualify
me to be a bishop, or at the very least, a full professor. The only
areas I feel completely free not to compare, and always are quick to™
praise, are music and art in which I have absolutely no gifts.

As 1 thought about these things, some verses from Paul's writings
came to my mind. At times they seem like they were written just for
- mes "1 have used Appolis and myself as examples to illustrate what I
have been saying, thatyyou must not have favorites. You must not be
. proud of one of God's teachers more than another. What are you povud
pfiffed up about. What do you have that God hasn't given you. And,*
if all you have is from God, why act as though you are so great, and
as though you have accomplished something on your own.

(1 Cor. 436-7 L.B.)
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OUTREACH OPTORTUNITY
by Bob Patterson

ITS and the Spanish Assembly of
God Church on S. Duke St. are in
the preliminary phase of develop-
ing a program to mutually benefit
both the seminary and the members
of this local congregation., The
Spanish Assembly of God Church in
Lancaster is a dynamic Christian
fellowship, beginning 15 years ago
o with just 7. members. Ten years
they built. and moved 'into
their present building with a mem-
bership of just over 100 and a
‘Church School enrollment of 100.
The  ten-year old sanctuary seats
1,200 worshippers., - In 1984, there
are 800 members and 900 enrolled
in the Church School program.

: Their ‘pastor, the Rev. Pablo -
Flgueroa, is planning on. contlnu-
ing his education aft LTS in the '
near future.:

The church supports the local
community by providing an exten-
~give array of educational,
-and  mission programs. Included
are a girls program on Thursday"
evenings, a boys program on Satur-
day -morning and youth meetings on .
‘Friday evenings, -

' If you are interested in wor-
king with us in building meaning-

ful ties between our seminary and:

~the local Spanish community, there
are several options available to
you. You may volunteer to work
with one or more of the youth-"
groups listed above, or you may

choose to establish a "big brothery.

/sister" relationship with a 13<15
year 0ld church member, - Either
chance affords the opportunities:
to develop a .greater understanding
of this increasingly v1tal segmsnt
of our communities,

If you are interested, we’ can.
get you started on this challen-
ging project at once., DPlease con-
tact me or Fran Ringer for more
information.
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'harvest

“Ithat as an American citigen,
_ﬁstand with the people of Nicaragua

A IETTER TO ATIL:

| The situation in Nicaragua is
extremely critical at this time.
The Nicaraguan economy which de-
pends heavily on only a few agri-
cultural exports has been under in-
creasing attack from CIA-backed
counterrevolutionaries, Several
hundred million dollars worth of
damage has already resulted from
attacks such as the one against the
vital o0il storage facilities at the
port of Corinto last October.

- Nicaragua needs a successful
coffee harvest to be able to pur-
chase basic foodstuffs, medicines,
spare parts for industry and tran-
sportation, and o0il, Because of
the urgent political and military
|situation, many Nicaraguans have
|been :mobilized. in the defense of
their country and cannot partici-

ipate in the December-February cof-
,fee harvest this year.

iThat is why I have chosen to
rospond to Nlcqragua s call for
international work brigades to en-
sure a successful coffee harvest.

‘In the United States, the Na-

‘5Qt10nal Network in Solidarity with

the Nicaraguan People (NNSNP) is
working to coordinate volunteer
participation. U.S. citizens have
a particular role to play in this
because if it were not for
our -own., government's attempts to
overthrow the government of Nica-
ragua, the Nicaraguan people would
be free to develop their own poli-
tical life and ‘their own economy
in peace, ‘

By participating in the volun-
teer coffee harvest, I hope to show
I

in their moment of need and that T
oppose the policies of the Reagan
administration. - I urge others who
‘thold similar beliefs to write to
lwrite to NNSNP, 2025 "I" St, Nw,
Suite 402, Wash., DC 20006, for
further information on how to help
the people of Nicaragua and tomeke
donations., The time has come togiv
Central America back to its people!

Sincerely, David L. Wiltsie



SPIRITUAL DEVEIOPMENT -
SURVEY RESUILTS

by Bill Beck

The results of the survey on
spiritual development at LTS have
- been tabulated and are presented
here for your edification., A total
of 40 surveys were returned with
50 respondents being full-time stu-
dents and 10 part-time., The re-
spondents were almost equally split
between commubters (19) and non-com-
muters (21). I am not quite sure
what to make of the class standing
of the respondents. There were 10
Juniors, 8 Middlers, 21 Seniors,
and 1 student on leave who respon-
ded, On a percentage basis it is
apparent that we enter seminary
with a high level of interest which
then wanes before it peaks againas
we are ready to leave these hallow-
ed halls,
ferent in these figures, please let
me know your interpretation.

Five understandings of spiritu-
~ality were offered on the survey
and we were asked to rank them ac-
cording to our own understanding of
the subject. The ranking produced
from your responses is as follows:

. Spirituality is associated with—
*relationship to the Ultimate.
*personal growth toward wholcness.
_*social concern.

*religious practice,

*mystical experience.

We were next asked, "What oppor-
tunities for spiritual development
are you aware of at ITS?" Although
many of the more obvious opportuni-
ties were mentioned, for example:
chapel, certain courscs, Wednesday
-evening devotions, etc., many peo-
ple see spiritual formation in
unique and varied places. The mul-
titude and variety of answers of-
fered makes me believe that spiri-
tuality can be a highly individual-
ized subject, :

The next gquestion asked, "What
additional opportunities would you
avail yourself of if offered?" The
responses here were even more nu-
merous and varied than for the pre-
vious question. I hesitate to list

If you see something difA

i
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i

. 3
some suggestions as best but, for
the sake of ‘illustration, I will
share some of the perceived neceds.
Evening chapel and/or prayer ser-
vices. More frequent Communion.
Retreat opportunities. More cour-
ses on spiritual development.

More Bible study. Etc., Etc. The
point I would like to make is that
some of you have some great ideas!
Why don't you do something about
them? Don't wait for "George" to
do 1t., I believe that you have
some real contributions to make.

In response to the question,
"Are chapel services an integral
part of spiritual development?",
25 answered yes, 11 no, 2 maybe,
and, presumably, 2 are still try-
ing to figure out when and where
we have chapel services.

Those who responded in the af-
firmative to that guestion were
asked to check each of a list of
five ways that are appropriate to
their participation in chapel.

The three front-running answers
were 1) Because I am able to enter
into worship there, 2) Because I
am able to get in touch with my-
self and Christ, and 3) Recause I
sense community there,

The last gquestion was "Do you
think there should be a required
course in spiritual development
for future seminarians?" 18 re-
sponded yes and 11 no. I wonder
if those 18 are not the bulk of
the 21 seniors who responded to
the survey? .

In any case, thank you all for
your interest and thoughtful
response.
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RESPONSE
by Bill Beck

At a time when issues involving
homosexuals confront us at every
turn—in the newspapers, on tele-
vision, at public meetings, at the
seminaries, and in the church—T
believe that there is a need for
Christians to look at the issues
raised and at the people involved
as dJesus would view them. :

In the Gospel of John, the .
eighth chapter, the story is rz-
corded of the confrontation be-
tween Jesus and a self-righteous
crowd about to stone a woman for
her sin of adultery., Jesus humil-
iated the crowd with the words,
"Iet him who is without sin among
you be the first to throw a stone
at her." (RSV)

Much less attention, however,
is given to the Iord's following
words to the woman, "Neither do I
condemn you; go, and do not sin
again," (RSV)

Christ's attitude toward all
sinners is exemplified by this
story: tenderness toward the sin-
ner, a rebuke to the self-right-
eous sinners who judge and condemn,
a command to repent which points
toward liberation.

From my statements so far you
might guess that I consider the act
of homosexuality to be a sin, ond
I do. I have reached this conclu-
sion more from a gut reaction, an
undefinable feeling perhaps fos-
tered by the creation narratives
and - the "natural" order of things.
Yes, I have looked at the texts
usually held up as a defense
against homosexuality. These in-
clude Ieviticus 18:22; 20:13%; Ro-
mans 1:26-273 and I Corinthians
6:9-10, I must agree with Dale
that these scriptures have some-
times teen misused, prooftexting
2% its best (worst?).

While acknowledging my belief
in the sinfulness of homosexuality

: have loved you,"

5

I must also state the realization
that we "all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God." Romans
5:2% (RSV) 1In acknowledging my
and our sinful natures, I fecl
that it is also necessary to ack-
nowledge the  sinfulness of those
within the Christian fellowship
who are guilty of the sin of
"homophobia"——a fear and hatred
of homosexuals. If we take seri-
ously the command in John 15:12
"that you love one another as I
then such a
serious failure to love as is
"homophobia" is also a sin in-
God's eyes., If we are part of
the stone-throwing crowd we too
must heed Christ's call to "go,
and do not sin again."

I applaud Dale's vision of the
preaching of the Gospel. It does
need to-be preached, but even
more so, it needs to be lived
daily: I sensed a great deal of
anger, frustration, and fear in
Dale's responses. I was quite
frankly appalled at his connection
of violence and Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer. This man, hung by the Nazis
in April 1945, is described by
others . on a tablet in the church
at Flossenburg with this epitaph,
"Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a witness
of Jesus Christ among his breth-
ren, "

I would urge each of us to
prayerfully seek the will of God
in dealing with these issues.
Namec and acknowledge the unrea-
sonable fears and hatreds that
exist on both sides and rcsolve
that you will be guided by love
and through the example of Jesus
Christ., As Dalc stated, "We are
called to be an ever active wit-
ness and also an ever quiet
presence,"

* % Kk ok ok ok ok ok k



© THE STRUGGLE
by Secretary Belgium N. Baxter

His fate scemed black and still unknown when Isaac's son was left alone.
Afraid because of Esau's wrath unhappiness had blocked his path,

He knew that Esau sought his life for he obeyed his father's wife
Andstoleblsbrother~srlghtsfrmnhlmbecausehlsfather s eyes were dim,

His conscience now condemned his soul. He could not face his brother whole,
Whose might was now four hundred strong to séek revenge for Jacob's wrong.
.And Jacob could not be at ease for Esau would not be appeased.

He knew he needed God support 'lest Esau's might should cut him short.

While Jacob pondered o'er his plan there stood a 'super human' man
Who hailed fromGreat Jehovah's throne to help this man who stood alone.
He didn't seem to be so odd but Jacob knew he came from God

For much too soon he came to view and there he stood so strong and true.

With Heaven's blessing as his aim Son Jacob leaped upon his frame.

And down they tumbled to the earth to struggle for a Nation's birth.
No one was there to cheer him on when strength and hope secmed almost gone.
No bells to ring to give him rest but Jacob knew this was his test.

The Angel's strength came from the sky and mortal could not qualify.
But Jacob's strength came from his prayer. He prayed when he was in despair,
For even from his mother's womb the might of Esau was consumed

For Jacob book his brother's heel and with great strength made Esau yiecld.

The battle lasted through the night and even 'til the morning light.
But Jacob still maintained his ground and.kept the super-human down.
"Iet me go!" the Angel cried "Daylight i1s breaking on this sidel"

But Jacob cried; "I'll cling to thee until thoubless and set me free".

When Jacob clung to his reply the Angel halted on his thigh,
And though his hip was out of joint he held him fast to prove his point.
"Iet me go, my time isshort, I must go back to make report".
But Jaccb cried; "I made a vow, I'll hold you 'til you bless me now'".

He changed his name and blessed himthere and raised him from a great despairn
He named him Israel for his deed, that God might multiply his seecd.
Remember, in this Holy way, no matter what the people say,

When strength is low and hope most gone you'll conquer just by' holdlngon'

(submitted by Christopher Jones)

What? GODSPELL!

Who? The Beech Trece Spiritual Players

Where? Iampeter-Strasburg High Sc¢hool

When?  April 7, 1984 at 7:30 p.m.

“Why? To help Contact—Iancaster raise part of the
$30,000 it needs to continue operating this
year,

Individual tickets coqt $5.00 and may be purchased through Kathy
Hengst, 285-4601. Tickets will be $6.50 at the door.

If we can get a2 group (10 or more) of students, fuculty, and staff
to go, then we can get tickets for $4.00. If you are intercsted,
please put a note in my mailbox or call me at %9%-1150.

Thank you for your support of Contact—Iancaster. . v
Jayne-Marie Dayex



