PRESIDENT ROBERT MO0SS AT ECUMENICAL
COUNCIL VATICAN II

The editor of The Seminarian, Chet
Lytle, accepted my offer to give some
first impressions of Ecumenical Council
Vatiocan II in a brief artiole for The
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Seminariane It seemed to me that you
mig: 6 interested in a typlcal day!'s

session, Perhaps on my return I can
write more generally about the accomplishe
ments of the Council,

The.sessions open promptly at 9400
a.me five days a weskee-every day except
Thursday and Saturday., The one exception
to this will be the final week when the
council will be convened each morning,
Monday through 8aturday. The signal for
the opening of the session is a brief
rreluds played on the new organ which
has just been installed in St, Peterts,
Usually the Mass of the Holy Spirit is
celebrated by an archblshop, though
occasionally a rite other than the Latin
rite is used, Yesterday morning, for
example, Mass was celebrated according
to the Ethiopic rits, Thers had to be
an interpreter who told the fathers of
the Council what was happening, He used
Latin, of oourse,

Immediately following Mase, the
eltar is cleared and an illuminated copy
of the Gospels which is very old is
oarried in proocession to the altar and
there enthroned, Incidentally, the altar
ig a speoial one placed in the nave, The
Papal altar under the dome was used only
in tho opening servios and will be used
again at the olosing servioce on December
8, when the Pope will be present, During
the procession of the book a hymn is
usuelly sung. Sometimes it's the Niacene
Croed, and several times it has been a
lovely humn with the following refrains

<~ oontinued page 2

LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL S ARY

Vols XI No, 14 Deocember, 1962

CHANCEL PLAYERS TO ORGANIZE

It has been noted in recent years
that once asgaln the arts arc speaking
out boldly about the Christ Event,
often more poignantly than the Church
herself, However we mey judge such a
statement, we must open our eyes to
the fact that there is an abundance of

- testimony to the 1life of Christ in all
of the arts, from Rembrandt to Rouault
end from Thornton Wilder to Tennesseo
Williams,

Although Chenoel Players no
longer has as its goal the production
of one or two full-length plays each
year, this organirzation still can have

- a vital purpose in our seminary tralne
ing, More and more, the Church 1is
coming to realize the value of drama

" 4n its program of education, Drama
has also come to be seen as valuable
in the worship experience as woll,
Those who were fortunate enough to

. have attended the Conference of
Christian Eduocation at Purdue this
past summer expericnoced an amasing
display of the value of drama in
Christian Eduoation,

-= continued page 3
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ECUMENICAL COUNCIL « continued

Christus rosurrexit}
Christus vivat}
Christus regnat}

The hymn finished, the first voloe
we hear is that of Archbishop Felioo of
Rome, who is Genoral Secretary of the
Council. Ho says: "Exount ommes,"

Aftor those who are not offloclally in
attondance at the Council have left, the
Gonoral Seorctary makes the announcemonts
for tho days what will be disocussed; the
order of spoakorsy the schedule for the
following woeks items to be voted upons

a mossage from the Holy Fathers and the
name of the oardinal who will be pro-
siding for the sossion,

Tho presidium is made of ten cardi-
nols who sit just at the east end of tho
nave beforo the high altar, The obe~
gorvers sit to their left in the rotunda
and the Collogo of Cardinals sit to thoir
right, As you probably have socon in news
plotures, the arohbishops and bishops
along with heads of orders are arranged
in tribunals on either side of tho nave
facing each other-~asbout 2200 in alle

The business sesslion begins with a
prayer spooially ocomposed for the Council
in whioch all Join, The presiding officor
thon calls upon the speakers one by one,
£11 of the proceedings and spooches aro
in Latin, of oourse. Eeaoh speaker may
spoak no more than ten minutes., The
speeches have been propared in advenoe
and usually last eight or nine minutes,
On an average day we hear about fifteen
speakors. The council fathers have no
tronslators and in most oases need nono,
Fortunately, the Secretariat for Pro-
moting Christien Unity has provided
tronglators for the observers. Three or
four of us ‘gathor around a translator
and depend on him throughout the morninge
Msgr, Davis of Birmingham, England, is
translat or for my group. Father Gustave
Wrigel is translator for the other English
spoaking group.

About 12310 pems the last speaker for
the doy concludes, There are further
ennouncements from Arohbishop Felice, or
he may ask for a vote on whother or not
to move shead to the next item on the

.

agenda, This morning, for exampla,
after 4% days of discussing the schema
entitled Ut Omnes Unun Sint: de Unitate
Ecclesine, the fathers voted to move
ahead to the next schema which is ene
titled de Oecumenismo, All stand while
the book of the Gospols 1s removed from
the altar, agoin in solemn procession,
The presiding oardinal leads in the &ve
Maria, and the session is adjourneds

RE THE BOOKSTORE COQPERATIVE

Not 80 very long ago, o few :
students here at the Seminary started a
sorvice to supply books to the students
at the lowest possible price, This

‘operation has grown until we now have a

business, working on a fulletime basis,
which will gross well over $40,000 this
year, More importent is the feot that
we are still growingsy with this growth
we are trying. to make the Bookstore as
efficlent as possible, - o

. Nine students and one fueulty
member are elected to meks the policy
deoisions  of the Bookstore, To be
realistio, we must realize that this
responsibility ‘is secondary, and must
be so0, for all the members of this
board, However, even with this handie
cap, I feel -that the Exscutlive Committee
hos done and is doing a fine job in
gulding the Bookstors on a true course,

‘In keeping with the past preoctices

of the Baokstore, the Executive Comm
mittee sees its prime responsibility in
providing students and the faoulty with
the best service we ocan, ‘Our stress on
price comes only second to thise
Lately, we have gone beyond the students

.and the faculty to provide a mall order

servioe to members from Connectiout to
North Carolina,

We nlso provide servioce to the
looal ocommunity, But, even with all of
this, our prime responsibility is to
serve. students and faoulty, This is
all by way of essurance to .students and
faculty here that their rights: and their
suggestions are given foremost cone
slderation,
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CHANCEL PLAYERS - oontinued

With this 4n mind, it is hoped that
Chancel Players oan onoce agaln become an

active and vital group, The tentative

plen for the year lncludes a workshop on .

Drama in the Church which will be open
%o tho area churches as well as the
Seminary community, This program will
gserve to point up the value as well as
the many opportunities available for the
use of drama in the loocal church,

It 1s hoped that other opportunities
for service to the Seminary ocommunity
will be available whioh Chanocel Players
can gserve, Interest 1s the only pro=
requisite for membership. Watch for the
meeting announcements}

M. N. Gets

YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW

The following are aoctual questlons
nsked by & Senior High-Post High class
nssembled by a teacher over a period of
time. How would you answor them?

1, Why oan't ‘there be evil without sin?
Evil 1s Just there, always haunting us,
It nover goes away ‘no matter how much we
try to escape from it, What happens to
the people who are involved in evil withe
out oommitting sin themaelvee?

2o Since I oan't believe in everything
I've been taught I just can' t pray, anye=

way it doesn't seem as if He really hears

me, Even though I try %o pray-=to
believew-it just doesn't do any good,
Why? When I was confirmed I thought I

believed everything but now nothing seems

recl to me. What happened to my falth?

7z, Can God understand how confused I am '

about not only religion but also about
1ife in goneral?
He help me?

e Why does God allow the raoial dis-
crimination that is present today?
*jn't He moke everyone equal? Then, why
woes He allow these things to exlst? If
"Ic knew this was going to happen, why did
o put different races on the earth in
the first place?

~= oontinued page 4

If He does, why doesn’t :

BOOKSTORE w» continued

8ince the Exeocutive Committees is
in existence to serve the looal popu=
letion primerily, we sée a major part
of our work in listening to constructive
oriticism from both students and facultys
Anyone on the Cormittee will be most
willing to listen to anyone who has
something to say concerning tho Bookw
store, One oomments please think
about your commentsy we ocannct waste
time with half=thought out ideas,

“Dividends will be ooming out early:
in the winter terms, They will oover a
period from September, 1961 to December,
1962, This year, for the first time,
dividends will be caloulated autos
matically by our new cash. register,
This will result in & corisiderable
saving of money,

.~ To let you know what the Exeoutive
Committes will be doing in the next ,
year, I want to outline three areas of
concern, First, we want to write e new
workable constitution, Second, we want
to find ways of correoting the type of
inventory which we carry, Third, sinoce
our manager will be graduating from ’
F & M in June, we will need to find a
replacement for him,

The Exscutivé Committee is eleoted
by all of us, "This places the re-
sponsibility of the.Bookstore ultimately
on all of .our shoulders, Please oxerw
cise your responsibility,

Ralph Cook ~
- for the Bookstore -

THE ALMS BQX

In the chapel on the left rear
wall, as you enter, there is a small
box with a small opening on its-tope
Maybe you!'ve seen ity you may even know
its purpose, but -in cese you do not
I'11 explain, This is the Seminary
Poor Box, which is a part of our benevoe
lence works This box is our evere - '
present opportunity to give, Remember
the poor box in your givinge

JBL
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YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW = continued

5 Why does God allow religious prejue
duce? How oan we be so sure that our
religion is the right one? Is everyone
going to the same heaven, 1f there is one?

6. Vhy does God let all of the good
people suffer along with the bad and then
forgive the evil people at death? .Is this
mercy? If God is merociful, why does He .
let us suffer?

7. Deeath terrifies me, I don't under-
stand how God ocan be so oruele. Vhat
happens to those who die instantly or une
expectedly? Doesn't God realize how much
wo suffer when somsone .close to us dies?
Is suloide really a sin? I don't belleve
that 1t is the "coward!'s way out," It
would really take courage 1o take my own
1ifo but sometimesI really understand why
so many people resort to it, I must agree
with Joseph Conrad, who said, "There is no
light and peace in the world; but there is
death == death for many,'

8. Today I went for,a walk, It was
almost dusk and I was alone but for a
change I didn't mind it, It was very
still and I felt that God was really
there, but then I couldn't find Him,

The more I searched, the more lost I be=-
came, If He was there, why didn't He
help me when I really want to bellieve?

9¢ For ages and éges psople have been
going to church and praying for the same
thingss peace, happiness, eto., Yet, for
nges and ages their prayers haventt been
answered because things haven't changed
and they are stlll praying for the same
things, Does prayer have any effect?
How can . God hear these prayers and not
¢o anything? I don't think there shall
cver be a complete happineSS or peace,
Ilow can there be?

i0s If God doesn't want us to hate, why
114 he orente & world which ocontained
the? It 1s easy to let hate bulld up
‘1n1t1l it reaches an antieclimax, I
uisually find that this antieoclimax is a
sreaking point because I often become

afraid, But hate 1s far from scared
and if God doesnt!t want it, why did He
let it originate "way back when"?
Instead of being just a matter of one
incident, isn't hate an accumulation of
things?

11, Does God think I'm & hypocrite
because I go to church and Sunday school
when I ocannot believe what is preached
there? : C s

RDH

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Some of the students of this
Seminary feel the need to make their
views known on a subject which is most
important 4o all of us, Ve feel that
there is a baslic weakness in the outlook
of many of the students on thls campus
concerning what we might term seifw
discipline,

This Seminary supplies great
freedom to all of its students to ocultle
vate a personal selfediscipline whioh is
essential to Seminary life and to life -
in the world in general, It is our
opinion that this freedom has been
violated.

Ve who write this letter have tried
to search our own motives and have found
that we, too, oan not declare owrselves
pristine in this respect. However, we
try to cultivate to our best ability a
sense of selfw~discipline in all of our
endeavors, lincluding. class-work,

We are all oocoupled here in the
Job of preparing ourselves. for the
Ministry, Are we to stain the ideals:
of Christ's Church by ocarrying a dise

‘honest idea of how we might approach

the world? God forbld} We muss
exhort ourselves, all of us, to be
falthful to the task to which we are
called, Mny we pray that we are able
to do so,

Humbly yours,

‘Ralph Cook
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LETTERS TO THE EDITGR e continued

Fred Wenner, who is serving an
inteéern year at Salem UCC in Doylestown,
Ponnsylvania, writes of his cconoern for
the intern program, He has suggested
students read The Cliniocaller, the paper
of the interns, From this they may get
some helpful information, He further
suggests that faoulty views, views of
former interns now back on campus, and
possibly the opinion of a pastor in the
field who served an internship while at
seminary be published. The editor will
be happy to publish any such views that
may be submitted for the next issue of
The Seminaricn,

SPORTS

Touch footballeethe season consisted of
two hardefought battleson the college
field, Rain and inclement weather
caused the oandellation of the other
scheduled games,

Pingeponge=the Seminary team continues
on the second last rung of the ladder
in the County League,

Basketballw=after a record of cne win
in three practice games with tioe
Crispus Attucks Community Centeir, the
Seminary team opened its campaign by
droppling e 40«38 decision in ovortime
in the College Intra-mural League,

Bowllngeeit is hoped that six teoms
will be starting a six-week season on
Saturday, January 5, at 9 a,m, on the
Lanoastor Lanes,

WE WISH A BLESSED AND MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL,

--THE STAFF





