|
_i
|
|

iy

A is therclore evident that the covenant
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9. Another, and stronger proof thal gpirit
val blessings were contuined in the Abraham-
ie covenant 12 contained in Gen. 12, where
God calls Abraham out of his country, from
hie kindred, and from his lather's house into
a land that he would shew him. He says
unto Abraham, I will make of thee a grent
nation, and 1 will bless thee and make thy
name greal, and thou shalt be a blessing, And
1 will bless them that bless thee, and curse
them that curse thee, and in thee shull all the
families of Whe earth be blessed.”” It certainly

~cannot be said that this promise contains no

Epirilul'l blessings, for w him shall all the
families of the earth be blessed. Now it was
pilerly beyond the power of Abraham to bless
@ll the families or nations of the world witk
‘temporal blessings, nor was 1L ever in the
power of the Jews 10 do jt, [or they were a
jong time in bondage, and when released [rom
41, they settled 1 Palestine, a country of mo
greal extenly and were cultivators of the
ground. And moreover they were somelimes
carried away into captivily butreturned again
and dwelt in their country unti they were
finally driven from it by the Romans and
ecatiered throughouot the world, Now if the
covenant only contained the promise of tem-
porz| blessings then the promise has never
been fulfilled or i it has, Lhen it must mean
that the families of the earth should be blessed
‘with spiritual blessings, consequently the
Christian dispensalion is no more than a ful-
filment ol the promise contained in the cove-
nant which God made with Abraham. ‘T'hat
itis only a fulfilment thereof is expressly as-
seried by Paul in his discourse to the Jews as
we read in Acis 13, 32, 33. *‘And we de-
clare unto you glad udings how that the pro-
mise which was made unto the lathers, God
haith fulfilled the same unto uvs their children.”
It being here said to be a fulfilment of that
promise, proves thay the coyenant containing
the bromise included all spiritual blessings
such as we now enjoy in the Christian Charch,
conseguently that the covenant which God
makes with us is the same as that which he
made with Abraham, for ihe promise given to
Abraham, that he should be the heir of the
world, was not given to him or his seed
through the law, but through the righteous-
ness of faith, Kom. 4. 13, that is, by reason
of the faith which he had, and which was im-
puted to bim for righieousness, he received
ithe promise that in him all the nalions of the
earth should be blessed, and as we receive all
the blessings enjoyed in the Christian Church,
which is only afplfilment ol the promise made
to him, on the same conditions, viz : faith, 1
proves that the covenant is the same as that
made with Abrzham.

3. But the New Testament is much more
explicit on this poini, inasmuch as il asserls
thal it i1s the same covenant.  Paul in Gal
3. B, 9, says, T'hal *ithe Scriplure foreseeing
that God would jusuly ilig heahen through
feith, preaclied belore the gospel unio Abra-
ham saying, in thee shall all ations of the
earth be blessed.” In this pasiage i\ 18 sald
that the gospel was preached unjo Abraham,
and that which it preached waj that in bim
all the natious of the earth shoull be blessed.
It is evident therefore that Paul not only re-
garded the promise, *In thee shall all the
nanions of the earth be blessed,’” ascontaining
the promise of some spiritual blessings, but a=
containing all tnal are promised e us in the
gospel, for he says the gospel wae preached
unto Abraham, Now as the heatlen whow
the Seripiures (oresaw  God would justify by
faith, are the Gentiles who believe 1 Christ,
they are said 1o be blessed with faithiul Abra-
_ham, that is, blessed withs the same Vlessings
with which he was blessed, for as the gospel,
that is, the doetrine of salvation by [ath was
preached unto Lim, so il 1s also preached unio
them, es he obtained the blessings thereof by
faith, s0 do they, eousequently the covensnt
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‘rent’s right, and must therelore algo receive
the sign and =eal of the covenant, or 1n other
words must be baptized, and this

1. Because Abraham i the father of all that

| believe, Rom. 4. 11.

2. Beeanse the covenant made with him in-
cloded infants. Gen. 17,

3. Because this covenant was nat done
away, but only confirmed of God in Chnet.

Gal. 8. 17.

Now il God gaid unto Abraham ““the uneir-
cumeigsed man-child whose flesh of his lore-
ckin is not eircomeised, that 15, swho has not
the token and s=eal of the covenant which |

'make with thee, shall be cut off from his peo-

ple, becanse he hath broken my covenant,

what conclusion can be drawn respecting un-

baptized inlents, since the covenant made with
us is the same as that made with Abraham !
Can it be any other than this, “Every unhap-
tized child, who has not been haptized with

ham. and confitmed 1in Christ and now make
with vou, that soul shsll be cut off from his
people becaunse he hath broken my covenant,
and has therelore no share in the promises
and blessings contained therein.'

Question IV.—Is membership the same
in the Christian Church as it was in the
Jewish 2

I come now to inguire more particlarly
whether membership is the same in the Chris-
tian Church as 1t was 1n the Jewish, having
adverted 1o it in the cluse of the preceding
question. ‘T'he answer to this question is
rendered perfecily easy [rom what has been
said on the preceding ones. All that is ne-
cessary is to collect and arrange the several
points in the order in which they stand.

[. We enquired in the first place whether
the Christian Chureh in essence is tlie same
as the Jewish ? and this we proved

1. By the words of Christ who expressly
savs that the kingdom of God shall be 1aken
from the Jews and given to the Gentiles, Mat.
21. 43. |

2. By the words of Paul, who says that
the Genlile Church is ingralted into the origi-
nal Jewish stock, giving thereby to under-
stand that the Christian Church is in essence
the same as the Jewish. Rom. 11. 17-24.

lI. We inquired secondly whether mem-
bership belongs to the form or essence ol the
Church, and proved that it belongs 10 the lat-
ler, by shewing thatifit belonged to the form-
er, then there might be

1. An essence or existence of a Church be-
fore there are members.

2. A worshipping of God before there are
worshippers, which consequences are absurd
and prove that membership belongs to the es-
sence ol the Cliurch,

11I. Our third inquiry was whether the
covenant made with Abraham was the same
as that made with us in Christ, ‘T’his we
proved

1. From the expression I will be a God
unto thee and thy seed after thee,”” Gen. 17.
7, wliich expression 1s a promise to give unto
Abrahiam and his seed every thing that might
be expected {rom God, consequently every
thing necessary for ume and for eternily.

2. From the fact that God says unio Abra-
ham in thee shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed, Gen. 12, 1-3, which blessings
could only be of a spiritual nature.

3. From the words of Paul where he says
that the gospel was preached unto Abraham,
and zll those who are of faith are blessed with
him, Gal, 3. 8,9, as also where he says
that Chirist became a curse for us that the
hlessing of Abraham might come upon the
Gentiles, v. 14, and also where he says that
God confirmed the covenant made with Abra-
ham in Christ, v. 17.

Now in order to ascertain whether mem-
bership is the same in the Christian Church,
as Il was in the Jewish. let us review the
foregoing particulars, and

1. As the kingdom of God which is taken

justification by fauh,
That both coveng

A

‘are the same appears

[rom the Jews, is given 10 the Genliles, and
as whe Gentiles are represented as being in-
grafied inw the Jewish stock then, the es-

sence of the Christian Church is the same as |

very clearly from the 13 and 14 verses where | 1hat of the Jewish, for neither the transfer of

he says that »Christ redeemed us [rom the
curse of 1he law by being made a curse [or
ws,”” and the reason which he assigns for i is,
thal the blessing of Abraham might come on
the Gentiles through him. “I'urn now Lo the
17 verse where the apostle says, I'hat the giy-
| iiqg of the covenant could not disannul so
g; 10 iake the promise of none effect. Far
“1he law Pﬁin gitlu 1451 years belore the
promise (o Abraham could be fulfilled, it could
iwibu dissonul the Abraliamic cove-
' T'bis argument 15 ahsolute and conelu:
ve, And il the Lﬁil!:il;g of the law could not
iu.nnTl iL, then the coming of Clirist could
certainly nol, 4s this was anly the fulfilme
he prowise that through him, the Gentles
shoold obiin rigliteousness by failli, even as
Abraham did.

Aog of the law which was 430 years aller the
wak

i

od wakes with us is the same as thal

,mm Abrabiaw dilfering only in circum-

Elances : queslon now arises who be-
lu:upd' al covenant or who were laken
Auto T duis waid thas “Abrsham and his
seed were lhen int it but intants were re-
jecied,” “That they were howeyer taken into

ahe covenaul, is exident from the
were eircumeised, and gireuweision is CXPress-
Ly ssid 1o be u token of the covenan! belween

d sud Abratiam sud bis seed, Gen, 17.

AL, 11 was therelore un exiernal sign denor-

Ang the exintence of the covenant, and also
. goofirming unto those who possessed it
& Litle 10 all the blesaings and privileges cou-
wained therein, and was therelore lmpressed

B e cirpumeision of infauts, proyes

I, for il not, then no reason

Ww ke sommasnded that they
nor why the seal

) G1) i upon them, ‘Chey had

W be eiren | we Lhey were

_ i the eovennat, snd the ciceumelsion

ol lafauts we Know exia a Lwe uf
4, for b himaelf wed on the

s Jauke 2, 21, he cove-

and as

by wirtos of

1

ni

who were copsidered us included i the
Now the fset thut God enjoing on

he had wken thew 1nto coyes

heligying six hundred congregutions,
Mig goye- are thought
. s members,

TRy ;m rl&h. n:;h
helieving Gentiles be jo- subject .
Uie por|w evary. partwl the Church, as may furnish

the kingdom, nor the ingrafiing of the Gen-
ules inwo the Jewish stock, convey the idea
of a destruction of essance, bui on the coatra-
ry preciudes it. A

2. As it necessarily follows by ascribing
membership to the form of the Church, thal
the essence thereol may remain, although
there be no members, and that there may be
a worshipping of God before there are wor-
shippers, which are absurdities, i1 is evident
that mémbership does not belong 1o the form
but to the essence of the Church.

3. As the covenant made with Abruham
contains spiritual as well as temporal bles-
sings, a8 in Abraham all the families of the
carih are 10 be blessed, as justification by faith
i contuined in that covenant, and as the cove-

nant was confirmed in Christ, then 1t certain-
ly must be the same covenant which God
makes with us, mmasmuch as we who are ol
faith are called the ehildren of Abraham, and
consequently partakers of the same blessings
promised to him and o bhis seed after him,
Now since the Christian Chiureh in essence
is \he same as the Jewish ; since member-
ship belongs 1o the essence of the Church, and
sinee the covenant is the same as that made

¥

MEY | with Abraham, then membership in the Chris-

Uan Choreh must be the same as it was in the
dewish, and the conclusion in order, is thal
ws infants of believing parents hnd & right to
membership, under the covenant made with
Abrahsm und were received or admitted into
the Clureh, s0 must infants of believing pa-

therefore also be admived,
0.2 Q.
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stional records and repon
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rents btn have a right to membership in the
Christien Chureh, under the covensnt made |
| with usin Clirist, which is bug s confirmation | &
of the one made with Abraham, sud must

75,000 | the influence of whiel, i
ths 10 be hoped that before » great

wntion will be secured 10 the | In favor of the C
'R
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mure full and accurate statisties for the wlhole.
Al presenty.great deheiency prevails with res
gard to this pointe e amount of population
externully connected with the Chureh, in the
way ol birth and natural asgocintion, 1t would
be idle to attempt to estimate, as it could be
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DAY, AUGUST
tie uke of thie ingtitntion, becoine a pledge at
the sam: time for the presence of st-
dents ge ([ong a8 (L may eontinue in operation.
Bhch seholaraliip consista of $600. Ol these

npwards of & hundred have already been ee-
cured by subscription.  “I'his itself eannot fail

done only with very vague conjecture. It may
be enough to say, that it is very large.

The Church is divided at present into two
great sechions, separated geographieally by
the Alleghany mountains.  Ecclesinstically
considered, these form distinet and independ-
ent organizations. ach acts for isell; with-
oot any responsibility to theother. 'I'his se-
paration however involves no opposition or
conflict of feeling. I'rom the beginning 1t
has been amicable, resting on the views ol
expediency which commended themselves 10
both bodies concerned. They consider them-
selves still the same Church, bound together

by common interests, having one faith, and
|

animated with the same spirit.  In this res-

water. that i, has nnt received the token and | pect, no ecclesiastical union probably could
seal of the covenant which T made with Abra-|

bring them moreclosely together. 1t s taken
for granted however, on both sides, that such
a union will before long take place.

The western section of the Church is dis-
tributed under the care of the District Svnods
which meet annually, and agree 1n character
and jurisdiction with ordinary Classes, T'he
first of these includes western Pennsylvania,
the other two spread over the state of Ohio.
They embrace in their connection collective-
ly about filty ministers and ahout five limes
as many congregations. Every third year
they meettogetherina General Synod, which
as a higher judicatory controls and governs
the entire body. ‘I'he spiritual destitution
which prevails 1n this section, 1s painfully
great. Each minister serves on an average,
five or six congregatons. There is room at
the same time for a greal many new congre-
gations lo be lormed, if only men could be
liad 1o occupy the ground ; to say nothing of
the almost indefinite field for missionary ef-
forts, in the region lying beyond the borders
of the Church as now fixed.

The original *Syvnod of the German Re-
formed Church,” on the east side ol the
mounlains, is composed now of fen Classes;
one in North Carolinz, oue in Virginia, one
in Marvland, and seven in Peunnsylvania.
T'hese are made up ol 135 ministers, and have
under their care about 430 cougregations.
Many of the congregations, of course, are
small. Quite a counsiderable proportion ol
them however are large and strong.  Efficient
pastoral service, enjoyed 1o the proper extent,
would soon build up and render 1mportant a
number of thuse which are now comparative-
iv 1nsignificant; and there is room sull, In
the territory belonging to the Synod, for ma-
ny new churches to be organized. T'he con-
nection includes a large amount of wealth.
It spreads over some of the most ferule and
best cultivated portions of the land. © Each
Classis meels regularly once a year, in the
Spring. T'he Synod meets annually also, In
the Fall. It is composed of delegates from
the several Classes. Occasionally a general
Synod 1s called, incloding all the ministers

who belong to the body ; but this does naty

form in such case, a separate judicatory. 1
simply takes the place a1 the time of the ordi-
nary Synod,which 1s considerad **ihe highest
judicatory, and the last resort in all cases re-
specting the government, the peace and the
unity ofthe Chuoreh.”

‘The ‘T'heological Seminary prospers. Good
buildings have been erected for its use. I
has a valuable library of beiween five and six
thousand volumes mainly in the German lan-
guage. Fifteen students are connected with
it, in 2 course of preparation for the sacred
minisiry. As yet, however, it has but one
professor,

The College is considered by all who are
acquainted with it, tobe an institution of great
promise. Though still in 1ts infancy, it has
already established for itself a fair and respec-
lable name, and is every year attracting wider
and more favorable notice. It enjoys the ser-
vices of a faculty, in all respecis equal to the
responsible duties of their station, Much 15
sull wanted, to place it on a fooling suitable
10 its characier and prospects. As yet no ed-
ifice has been erevted, lor the accommodation
ol sludents ; only a large building, for the
use of the Preparatory Department. The
College proper is erowded into the edifice of
the ‘I'hevlogical Seminary ; which, as it is on-
ly partially occupied at present by swudents of
divinity, has been rented o meel in a tempo-
rary way this demand for room. 'T'he college
does nolt belong siricily speaking to the
Church, and stands under no ecclesinsticl
control, It is however the creature of the
Church, and can live only by its favor. It is
vitally identified, at the same time with all
the elforts which are made to bring forward a
propersupply ol educated ministers.  Rutger's
College, in the circumstances of the Relormed
Dateh Church, might be considered far  less
indispensable for securing the same object,
in that communior, ‘I'he Theological Semi-
nary of the German Reformed Church would
be an interest now ol almost no account, with-
out Marshall college, It has served a mosl
important purpose, no doubt, in years past,

| a8 a separale insttution, preparing for the

more enlarged operations to which it hus giv-
en rise.  But no such limited agency would
be worth maintaining at the present time, ‘I'he
Church has reached a point, where she csn
no longer sustain nersell, much less go vigor-
ously forward, without asystem cfministerial
education as broad, as that which she is now
endeavoring to establish.,  For this, she can.
not safely depend on other colleges. She
must have one that may'be ealled her own,
working hand in hand with the Theologicul
Seminary. If both ennnot be mainlninndl: her
entire organization may be regarded as ahorn
of its importanee, 1t would be, in these cir-
gumsiances, only a waste of strengih (o atempt
10 earry forward the Seminary se
iy Tight view of i ogo, th '
ﬂi'; n;gﬁm be considarad o stand or ful
- A grest eflort has been made recentl
luco the College on an independent qu
ooling, This was one prineipal ohject, re-
gurded in the eucharistie contributions of (e
Centenary Year, which the Chureh has beon
pleased 10 solomnize lately in commemoration

Py

r oxperignved in the midst of her munifol

irinle, sinse her estublishment on this side of [ in modern |

the Adantie,  Paken altogether the celobra

oo bas been sttonded  with happy results

olle
the way of mhhlilhf;'

while

to place the College in the end on high ground,
if only it can be sugtained by other means un-
til the echolarships are fully paid in, accord-
inc to the terms on which they are taken,
The payment runs thronghout five years.
There is no College in the State, it is presum-
ed, in the ease of which so spirited and effi-
cient a movement has been male, in the way
of private liberality, for its support. With
the same patronage from the Legislature which
some older institutions have shared, 1 might
he considered amply provided for; and such
patronage could not be more worthily bestow-
ed.

r-“."““]}'- N | are seldom cast out ullerwards however unwors
lege and the [ thily they may

Il can ba more superficial, however, than to
- | ehurge thin state of things oo di _
. to | wirys, under whose venerable shelter it is found new
firm | commonly ta hold; as though by simply avers | aeder of existence, in this direct ion

Little as vet has been done hy the German
Reformed Church, comparatively speaking,
in the ecanse of missions. For a number of
years, she has been exerting hersell a very lit-
ile, in home missionary operations ; while it
has been only at a few points, that any active
interest has been taken in missions to the
heathen. Stull a hea!thiful feeling with regard
to this whole subject has been gradually gain-
ing ground ; and all that is wanted, on the
part of the churches generally at this time, 1s
suitable information and instruction, to enlist
their sympathies in i1s favor to a much greater
extent, In the work of home missions, the
Chureh acts for 1sell; her organ for foreign
missions is the American Board. Quite late-
Iv one of the missionaries of the Board, the
Rev. Mr. Schneider of the station at Broosa,
in Asia Minor, has been transferred, with his
own consent. to her connection and charge.
Mr. Schneider himself eprang originally from
the German Reformed Church, and may be
said to have hecome thus only happily restor-
ed to lis proper place in her bosom. ‘This
relation, it is believed, will work auspiciously
along with other influences, in promoting the
missionary spirit, in this section of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom. Instead of asingle repre-
sentative on heathen ground, the Church we
may hope. will in time have many there to
declare in her name the glad tidings of salva-
tion.

The Education cause has not been over-
looked ;: as indeed it could not be, without
treason to allthe general interests ofthe Church.
The last report of the board intrusted with
the care of this operation, informs us that do-
ring the previous vear there were twenly-1wo
beneficiaries leaning upon it for support, in
their preparation for the ministry. -

The Church has also in successful operation
her Printine Establishment ; {rom which ber
two pPrindicﬂls go forth, at regular intervals,
(the Messenger weekly in the English lan-
onace and the Zeitschrift once every two
weeks in the German,) silently disseminating
knowledee through her borders. Their circu-
lation onght to he five times greater than it is;
but with such range even as they now have,
their infloence is felt with the most salutary
effect in everv direction.

That the German Reformed Church pre-
senfs still a scene of great spiritual desolation,
canno! be more apparent to others than it is
sensibly felt by herself. It may be regarded
as one aspicious feature of her case at least,
that she has no disposition to appropriate the
lanauage of the ancient Laodicea, and sav
“Tam rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing,” She feels that she
needs a great deal.  Through all her borders
it is acknowledsed that as a Church she has
fallen far hehind her privileges and responsi-
bilities. = This confession may be said to c!lar-
acterise all her movements, at the present time.
They are hased on the assumption that her
circumstances, spiritually considered, have
been and continue to be, impoverished and de-
pressed. They are the efforts of the Church,
in her oraanic capacily, to rise. These re-
surrection throes are full of encouragement as
it regards the future ; but they show the pre-
sent to be an hour still of spiritual darkpess
and ohstruction.

How @ould it be otherwise, in that great
dearth of velizious instruction, to which the
German population generally in this country
has been so lonz subjected? For a whole
century it has been doomed to suffer the most
deplorable spiritual destitutions, in such cir-
cumstances as have been already described.
Is it any wonder, that the result of all should
be wide spread desolation, which it must re-
quire years of energetic effort fully to sur-
mount, even afler the process of restoration
may have commenced? From the reports of
the different Classes on the subject, published
from year to vear, we learn that, in the midst
of all that is encourazing, manifold occasions
for lameniation are at hand in all parts of the
Chureh.  In some sections, scarcely any spir-
itual life is to be discerned ; as is indicated by
a general want of regard for the Sabbath, ha-
bitual neglect of religious ordinances, and
reigning indifference to the interests of Christ’s
kingdom at home or ahroad. Serious piety is
ton often held in low account ; praver meetings
regarded with suspicion; family warship
counted an almost reproachful singularity. In
these eireumstances of course, n frozen [orinal-
ism is  made to stand lor religion, so lar as
any pretentionsare madeto itatall. ‘Lo have
heen regularly baptized in the first place, and
then 1o be confirmed, and allerwards to take
the sacrament once & year—or it may be al

nough to constitule a man a good christian ;
though he should hardly show his fuce et
church ut any other time, and should ba in all
other respects us worldly as a heathen.

Where such formalisin prevails, no sound
and vigorous discipline can have place. “The
want of thisg is a great evil, still extensively
wevalent in tho German Reformed Church,
| Membera are admitted, in many places, with
almost no inquiry into their spiriiual state, and

“order their lives. Nuothing

o0 the old (bris and

throwing the authority of thege, any rudical

reformation gould be ulfected.  Tha fault dues
ol lie io wny fems, as such, but in the want

|l the mercivs and deliverances she has thus | made & substitute,
The German Reformed Chureh in America] [a

hss now 10 her connection about one hundred |
und eighty-five mimisiers, and vpwards of | mon Church.  Tha duly
. esultd, | undersiood,  Thare are
Li# 10 be teasted, will finstances of liborality, that may be
continug long 10 be felt,  ‘I'he aetion seonred | compared with what is considared generous i}

has boen mainly, in|aother denominations, A marked

acholarahips, which | the better ll-a?ub_.pplly

y form & fixed permaneut lund for|ine comparatively recent p

of m vigouraus Christian life, forwhich they are

Cavelonaness, the
imq\» |

gy

change (o

far longer intervals—is considered quite e- |

| now in process, brcomes

the | itual quackery on the ane b
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encouraging proof has been
(ruits of the Centeonnry year.  Still when
lonk nt the great wealih in the hands of the
( hureh, and compare with it the amount of,
her contnbutions to the service of religion we
must be constrained to feel that the coniras!

W

is the most humiliating sort. The whole
Church, taging her energies in the Centenary
enterprise with an effort which is made 1o
stretch itselfover five years, has not been able
to raise as much money for the great objects
she has had in view, as # single miserable
foreign lemale dancer has drawn into her
hands in less time, by simply panderingto the
public sensuality. Many congregations give
almost nothing, towards religious interesis of
a public character. Rich farmers, who pro-
fess to have devoted themselves soul and bo-
dy to Jesus Christ (for il this be not the mean-
ing of the profession of religion, what does 1t
mean 1) would count it in many cases an intol-
erable tux, to pay ten dollars a year 1o tLhe
cause of missions, for which Christ died. And
where such narrowness prevails with regard

L A ———— i —— ———— e
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(urnished, in the : ling into the armeof & wild tumultuating fancy

fur counsel and support in the way to heaven.
Various seets have already appenred, and are
now actively at work, in the German comimus«
nity, in the inferest of this spurious zesl [or
religion. They decry the ordinacy methuds
of serving God as [ormal and dend, and claim
for themselves the lile and power of godlines

—because they have feeling, ns they say, and
are not ashamed to make a loud noise Lefors
God. They take 1o themselves the credit of
worshipping him in the Spirit; because they

find themselves inspired to bawl and : hout los-
tlily in the flesh. They glory in the fire and
whirlwind of animal excitement. Their revi-
vals—and they claim o be rerival Christians
preeminently, as compared with all others—
are siorms ol feeling, without light; 1o which
all manner of “new measures,” the pyrotéch<
nics of quackery, are played off to give eflect
to the scene. Now the danger in the casé of
ol all this, so far as the regnlar Churches are
concerned, is,not simply that they may ldse a
portion ol their members,who have never been

feeling is sure to appear also in the support of
the gospel at home. People in good eircurm-
stances are apt to think it quite enongh, il they
subscribe and pay, towards the salary of their
minister, two or three dollars a year, or it
may be possibly only fifty cents !

This esiimate of the value of ministerial
services has resu lted, in parl at least, [rom the
exceedingly defective form fn which such ser-
vices have been enjoyed. Most pastoral char-
ges embrace three or [our or five congrega-
tions, and some as many as seven or eight.
Now it is not 1o be regarded as a fault, on the
part of the minisiers, that they endeavour to
stretch themselves over so much ground. It
has been rendered necessary, by the want of
men lo occupy 1t in a more [ull and satislac-
tory way; and so long as this want remains,
the present svstem, with all its disadvantages
mus! be endured, for the sake of the churches
themselves. DBetter this, than to deprive a por-
tion of them of the means of grace allogether.
Still the svstem is attended with serious evil,
in various forms, and must come to an end,
pefore the Church can acquire her proper [ree-
dom and strength. With smaller charges
ministers might expect to be better supported.
And then more liberal views would prevail,
with regard to giving fos religious purposes
generally. A church-going habit also would
gradually spread. The influence ol the pres-
ent system is sadly felt, in the indifference it
generates towards the sanctuary and its pri-
vileges, Families that go to church one Sab-
bath, and stay at home the next, will not com-
monly set half the value on the means ol grace
that is attached to them by those who enjoy
them every week, and will not derive [rom
them half as much profit; and where the in-
tervals of public worship are siill longer, the
case will be proportionably worse. The Ger-
man Church has suffered immensely in this
way.

[t may be regarded as an |unfavorable cir-
cumstance, that the Reformed and Lutheran
Churches have become so extensively linked
together, in this country under zn external
point of view. From the beginning, the two
denominations, having the same pational ori-
ain and speaking the same language, have
been intimately connected in their religious
interests. It has been common for them espe-
cially to worship in the same houses, the Lu-
theran and Relormed ministers occupving the
pulpits alternately. The_arrangement, no
doubt, in many cnses answered a good purs
pose. But it may be doubted, whether it has
not been attended already with more evil than
good ; and 1t begins to be felt at all events
now, on both sides, that the sooner such con-
nections can be brought to a close the better.
Union Churches almost invariably create difs
ficultv inthe end. Instead of promoting [riend-
ship between denominations, they form a pro-
lific source of jealousy and strife. In the pre.
sent case, the Reformed Chureh cannot fail to
find the relation embarrassing, precisely in
the degree in which she is brought to under-
stand the spirit of her own life, and to move
vigorously forward in the direction in which it
leads. 2

A great trial for the Church, is still involy-
ed in the process of exchanging the German
for the English language. _ In certain sections
the revolution has been already nearly effect-
ed—not without injurious commotion, as we
have already seen ; but avera large and most
importart territory, it is but coming fairly into
action. In very many churches at this time,
the generation which is passing away is Ger-
man, as it respects language, while that which
ix coming forward is growing to be decided|y
English. This change presents a crisis.  All
who are at all capable of reflection see now
its necessity, and acquiesce in the prospect of
a full triumph of the Eoglish language over
the German, where the latter at present pre-
vails.  But with the most liberal leelings on
the subject, it must ba exceedingly difficult for
those concerned in the case, to pilot themselves
safely through the dangers with which it is be-
set. The transition itself is unsettling, in its
very nature, Itis thehreaking up ofold associ-
ations, on a large scale, which is alwayvs more
or less precarions.  Great wisdom is needed
to preside over the provess and conduct it to
its appointed issue, without detriment to' the
interests that are at stnke. Much may be
lost, by refusing too long to listen to the de-

to objects of a general nature, a niggardly | _
| edge, but what 18 much more (o be dépreca-

i

furnished with the ballast of religious knowl-

ted, that they may themselves be sedoeed in
some measore 1nio the same errur; 30 as 1o be
shorn in the end of their true character and
proper moral imporiance. Where the tide
has come (o bear strongly in this direction,
the feeling 1s natural, even where il may not
be altogetlier approved, that something must
be vielded to it on the ground of expediency,
if for no higher reason. The Lutheran Church
has already been drawn from her proper
grount, in certain sections, by allowing her
zeal to get the betler ol her judgment with re-
' gard to this point. Some ol lier revivals have
been as little worthy of the name as those of
the followers of Winebrenner or Alexander
Campbell ; and in the coniroversy she has
' had, within her bosom, an the subject of new
| measures, it is not by any mnieans clear that
reason and rizht have been zN on the one
side. If the ambiguous title be extended on
the one hand to prayer meetings, iemperance
sociclies, and benevolent operations general-
ly, it certaily has been mace a passport on
the other for [orms of promoting religrom,
which a sound understanding must condenm
wherever they appear. In proportion how-
| ever as the Lutheran Church may be leaning
practically in this wrong direciion, the greas
ter must be the pressure of temptation on the
Reformed Church 10 forsake her proper char-
acter in like manner, and tlie more difficolt for
her the duty of obeving steadily and perses
veringly herown true calling. Happy will it
be {or her, if in these circumstances she ean
succeed in adding the power of godliness to
its forms, throughout her communion, withoat
swinging [rom the moorings of order and
sound doctrine, so as to become the prey of
all wild winds.

Much indeed must be lost, for the general
cause of Christianity in this country, if the
German Reformed Church should mltimately
fail, in the efforis she is now making (o rise.
Great interests are embarRed on the move-
ment. Her importance is not to be measured
simply by the extent of the field direeily -
cluded in her connexion ; thowgh nnder this
view, it must appeac (o all reflecling persons
very considerable. So mauny churches, so
large a territory, such an amount of popala«
ltion, so much wealth—how much is involved

in the religious prosperity of a bedy, thus

\widely extended and thus rich in resources !
But this is not all. The Chureh is vastly
noportant, as the depository ol greal religious
interests, which may be said (o be of publie
concern, and which to a certain estent can be
(reserved only by her means. Loak for in-
stance at Pennsylvania. 1t 1s made up to a
great extent of German mind.
thought by which this shall be ultimately char-
acterised with regard to religion, must deter-
mine the complexion of religious thinKing in
the State. As yet, the great spiritual mass,
which is destined to be felt with so much
weight hereafter, is in a condition which may
be said to be more or less unformed sad
chaotic. Shall the true original life of the
Reformed Church be maintawned, and made
to beur at least 1ts proper part in the plastic
process that must soon give moral shape to
the whole, or shall this be so surrendered as
to throw the process wholly on other agen-
cies ! This is the question which the case

serious iuterest for the friends of truth gener-
ally. Ticomes simply 1o this, Shall the vig-
orous and wholesome doctrines of the Heidel-
bereh Cateclism, as they have been held by
the Reformed Churches in general from the
beginning, abide in honor and have practical
force, over the broad, rich, central tervitory
that stretches from the Delaware to the Pato-
mae; or shall it be given up gbsolutely, so far
as (he reigning mass of its population is con-
cerned, to the dominion of Armintani:m f
Apart (rom the German Reformed Church,
there is no organization to which we can tarn

with the least hope, as offering the prospect
of an efficient influence in opposition o the
flood of ercor, which thrcatens (o prevail une
der this form, English Presbyterianism will
not be steang enough to protect with its shadow
the interests of evangelical orthodoxy, on fAls
field—especially if it should ghouse (@ shaw
itsell in any soit exclusive. Much less may
a sufficiently vigorous nflussce be expactad
to bear upon the case, from abeoad, 'I'he in=

mand for English preaching ; and much may
be lost by rushing too fast again in the other
direction, and overlooking the claims of the
German. Happy will it be for the Church, if
both extreames can be avoided. :
~ The eritical character of this revolution,
more strongly marks
ed, when we consider the general lemplation
under which the German portion of the com-
munity is at this time, to run into wild and ir-
vegular forms of religious feeling, Queof the
most serious dangers which the Reformud
Church has reason to foar and guard agaiost,
in prosented in the maelsirom of fanaticism,
In the German mmmunqu generally thero
has boen a great want of religious knowledyge
and religious life, 1t would yeem now  how-
aver, 1o be propared for a new nod more lﬁ"?
§
tipa for moral revolution. What is needed,
in these circumatunces, is sound veligions in.
struction, und (aithful evangelical pastoral
ministeations,  Unfbrtunately however, in this
case, thesa are not 1o be had, in any measure
answorahlo to the want.  Hero s op
ecardingly a fuir fleld for

rien ol enthusianm or fanal
acy intoswing bl
o S
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