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(ATTEST.) ;
SAMUEL R. FISHER,
Stated Clerk.

FORM OF MARRIAGE.

THE matrimonial state is a good and holy state, which God
himself instituted in Paradise at the creation of man. <Itis
not good,” said he, “that man should be alone 5 I will make
him a help meet for him :”” and he formed Eve from Adam’s
side, and brought her to him, and ordained, that ¢a man shall
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife,
and they two shall be one flesh.”

The design of this institution is to unite mankind, in a na-
tural and close connexion, by the ties of kindred blood and of
affinity, creating all the endearing relations of life.

The relative duties of husband and wife are explained in
the holy Scriptures. We are taught in the sacred record, that,
by divine appointment, the husband is the head of the wife,
and as such shall maintain, guide, and direct her. His domin-
ion over her must not be oppressive, but beneficial. He shall
love her as he loves himself; always keeping in mind that she
is the helpmate and partner whom God has given to him, In
the history of the woman’s creation we have an impressive in-
dication of the purpose of God respecting her relation to the
man. She was not taken from his head, to denote authority
and dominion ; nor from his feet, to indicate inferiority and
base subjection ; but from his side, as possessing an equality
with him in all that pertains to the enjoyment of life ; from
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under his arm, to be protected ; from near his heart, to be be-
loved. (

On the other hand, it is the duty of the wife to love and
honor her husband. She is commanded to obey him, as the
church obeys the Lord Jesus Christ; that is, cheerfully and
habitually, in commands that are pure, and just, and good. She
must watch over his interests, share ‘with him in his grief or
Jjoy, and in all things demean herself as the helpmate whom
God has appointed for him. As her husband is her natural
protector, and, next to God, her refuge in every care and trou-
ble, so her affectionate sympathy with him must be the source
from which his domestic comforts are chiefly derived.

Such being the origin and the design of the matrimonial
state, and, the duties which God enjoins upon wedded persons,
it is expedient that you solemnly profess your purpose to live
conformably thereto.—Please join your right hands.

I ask you, the man, in the name of God, and in his holy
presence, do you take her, whose right hand you embrace, to
be your wedded wife ; do you promise to live with her agreea-
bly to _the will of God, and never to forsake her, as long as
you both shall live? nswer. I do. ‘

I ask you, the woman, in the name of God, and in his holy
presence, do you take him, whose right hand you embrace, to
be your wedded husband ; do you promise to live with him

conformably to the will of God, and never to forsake him, as .

long as you both shall live ? Answer. I do.

Since you , and , have now consented to live
together in the holy state of matrimony, agreeably to the
will of God, and have solemnly professed your purpose so to
do, I do therefore, in the name of God, the Sovereign Lord
of heaven and earth, pronounce you to be husband and wife,
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The Lord that has united you, bless your union ; and what
he has joined, let not man put asunder,

PRAYER.

Leord, Almighty God, who art the Creator, and the supreme
Lord of all things, who madest man 1n thy image, that he
might know thee, and serve thee, and might enjoy the felicity
that flows from thy approbation ; and didst appoint for him the
institytion of marriage asa means of promoting virtue and hap-
piness on earth ; we beseech thee of thy infinite goodness, to
regard with favor thy servant and thy handmaid, who have
now been joined in the bonds of matrimony. Grant that they
may truly perform what they haye solemnly promised. May
they be of one mind, of one spirit, united in affection and in
all the diversified activity of life,d)ea.ring one another’s bur-
thens, and sympathizing in one another’s cares and feelings.
Give them that spirit of love which is rational and holy, in or-
der that they may wisely and virtuously contribute to each
other’s welfare ; and, while they are pursuing their earthly
felicity, may they attend with a deeper concern to that which is
heavenly, and come to each other’s aid fin all those exer-
tions by which a fitness for eternal life is obtained. Support
them under every trial ; counsel them in every time of per-
plexity and danger; impart to them whatever Jtemporal bles-
sings may be consistent with thy wise and righteous purpose ;
bless them especially in all spiritual things in Christ Jesus 5
and when they shall have served thee on earth, receive them
to thyself in heaven, to higher and holier enjoyments than this
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world can afford : and unto thee, the triune God, the Fountain
of good, the Father of light in whom there is no darkness, be
eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ey
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ORDINATION OF A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL.

——

The Losd of the harvest, who sends forth laborers into his
field, grant us his presence, fit us for our work, and let his
blessing rest upon it, that it may succeed to the honor of his
name. Amen.

Beloved brother in the Lord, you are called to be a pastor
and teacher in the Christian church, and you have now pre-

sented yourself here to be ordained to this office, by the im-

position of our hands, and to consecrate yourself, by a solemn
vow, to him who is the Lord of the church, who knows your

_heart, and is the holy and righteous judge of all men.

The office to which you are called is one of the highest dig-
nity and importance. «If any man desire the office of a
bishop,” says the apostle, “he desireth a good work.” Itis
an office the Son of God himself undertook, when he came in-
to our world to seek and to save that which was lost. Its object
1stosave the fallenrace of man from perdition, and to make them
partakers of eternal life in another state of being. Itdoes not
contemplate some earthly advantages, which endure for a mo-
ment, and then pass away forever, and are known no more:
it extends beyond this present life and all its interests, and em-

s 4

braces eternity. The Christian pastor is an ambassador for,
Christ, in an embassy of mercy and of reconciliation betwﬁg"

heaven and earth ; and he is to speak <as though God did
seech by him.” The ambassador represents the interests and

- speaks the words of an earthly king ; and his office is, for that

reason, both important and dignified. The minister of the
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gospel sustains the same relation to the King of Kings, the
Sovereign of the universe ; and whatever his office may be in
the view of the fallen children of men, it is one which an an-
gel regards with reverence.

The first messengers of the gospel were the apostles, who
received their authority immediately from the Lord "Jesus
Christ himself. By the imposition of their hands they ordain-
ed such as they deemed faithful and suitable men, to be the
ordinary pastors and teachers of the churches which they had

@planted. In the same manner did these pastors ordain others ;
and the custom has thus come down to our own time. As the
apostles acted by authority from the Lord himself, so these
pastors acted by authority from the apostles. This rite is not
@ mere ceremony ; but if the person who receives ordination
is one whom the Lord has called, and his heart is right in his
sight, the laying on of the hands upon him is both a recogm-
tion of hus authority, as a minister of the gospel, and a sym-
bolical assurance. given him from above, that his consecration of
himself is accepted, and that the Lord’s Spirit shall be with
him. ;

It will be your duty, brother, to consider yourself devoted
exclusively to the gospel ministry. ¢He that hath put his
hand to the plough, and looketh back,” said Jesus, is not fit
for the kingdom of heaven.” So he that has taken upon him
the ministry of the gospel, and looks away from it to other
pursuits and other cares, is not fit for this office. When the
apostle of the Gentiles gave his injunction to his beloved

othy, hesaid: «Meditate upon these things ; give thyself

ly to them, that thy profiting may appear unto all men,

e heed unto thyself, and unto thy doctrine ; continue in

them ; for in doing this, thou shalt both save thyself, and them
that hear hee.” '

I
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You are constituted a bishop or overseer, in the church,
which the Lord has purchased with his own blood. The souls
that shall be entrusted to you, must be accou'nte‘d for. If~ any
of them perish by your neglect, upon you will lie 'the guilt of
their blood, and from your hands will it be required. Yuux:
office is one of fearful responsibility. Well may you say:
«Who is sufficient for these things?” If you are called of
God, as we trust you are, your sufficiency will come from
him : but it behoves you to see to it, that you be f‘mthfu], and
that you suffer not your heart to be overcharged with the cares.
of this world, or beguiled by the deceitfulness of any thing
that militates against your proper calling.

It will be your duty to preach the gospel in 1ts purity, aS.lt
is contained in the holy Scripture. You sha.ll neither i.ldd to 1jt,
nor take away from it, nor put a false coloring upon it. I.t is
the word of God, which wasat first spoken by th? Lord him-
self, and was delivered to us by them that heard him, a.nd‘ was
altested from heaven by signs and wonders, and by divers
miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost. The prea.\cher m‘ust
learn this word, by diligent and faithful st.udy, with a mind
prayerfully directed to him from whose lips it came ; and what
he learns, he must deliver in the name of God, as one le?o
must render an account to him in the day of eternal retribu-

tion.
The minister of the gospel must be a }ninistel: of it always,
and every where ; in the pulpit, and out of it; in the season
that is convenient to himself, and out of that seas?n; in hm.
intercourse with his people, in his care of the children ax{d
youth in the church, and in his attention to the world. 1?13
life must accord with his teaching. Ev'exy whex:e the Chris-
tian, and the Christian minister must appear in him. Heisa
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light, that must not be put under a bushel ; salt of the earth,

’
that must not lose its savor; a city set upon a hill, that cannot
be hid.

In all the exercise of your ministry, you must never lose
sight of the great, holy, and merciful design of the gospel to
save sinnérs. <«The Son of Man came not to condemn the
world ; but that the world through him might be saved. > But
fallen man can be saved only by returning to God, in repen-
tance, and faith, and a holylife. He must pe transformed into
the likeness of Christ, in order to be fitted for an inheritance

among the saints, in the Place where Jesus is. Al that is.

requisite to produce this result will constitute a

in the sight of God ; whatever retards it, or prevents it, is
wicked. You must not imagine that you are serving God by any

thing that excites the bad passions, that dissipates the pioug

feelings, or that ruptures the bond of love. Be not zealous for

any thing, with a zeal by which the heart is made worse, and

the Spirit of God is grieved ; however true, and however

valuable it may seem to you in other respects: but be always

intent to bring the soul nearer to God.

And now, brother, answer to me the questions I shall put
to you, that we may know what is in your heart, and may be
able to acquit ourselves in our own consciences,
our hands upon you, -

Do you cordially receive the holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament, as the record of the revelations of God, and
as the sufficient and only rule of faith and of life
Ido.

Do you receive the Heidelbergh Catechism as substantially
the system of Christian doctrine taught in the holy Serip,

when we lay

Answer.

tures? Answer. I do.

-

- S
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Do you sincerely heli&e that you are calle}l of God tlol t:::
ministry ; and do you solemnly promise to discharge a ;
duties thereof, according to his word, wherever he may please

a I do.
int your field of labor? Answer. oot
tolt;l;p;tl)u riceive the constitution of our Ct{urch, and p:'omlse
to yield obedience to it in all your ministerial conduct? ./n-
*
me?ler: fh‘: brother who ts to be ordained shall kneel down, .and
eac[h of the brethren, who are appointed to perform the or:%wfa-
tion, shall lay the right hand upon his head, and the presiding
2
1 proceed thus :] ;
b"‘;‘::?‘h:"::m.l;”zf the Lord Jesus Christ, the chief S.hepherd
‘and the Lord of his Church, trusting in the power o.f his gxt:ace,
we ordain, consecrate and appoint yeu to the :mu;it:ysznl;:é
i im hi 1, toJadminister the
conciliation, to proclaim his gospel, tof dminister the d
i i tian discipline there
i of his Church, to exercise Chris I ;
?nrd‘ ::; (t:.:sbe wholly set apart as an instrument to his use 12
th,e salvation of fallen and redeemed men,—and to this ex;
may the blessing of God the Father, the §on, and the Holy
Ghost, abide on you, and be with your spirit. Amen. 2
[He,re the brother shall rise from his knees, and. each of the
ordaining brethren shall successively give him the right hand of

fellowship, saying :] i

We receive you to this ministry in the 8ame of the Father
irit. T
d of the Son, and of the Holy Spiri £ 9
anOur fe]lowsh’ip is with the Father and with }(x)ls Son, Jesus
i d with the Holy Spirit of promise. Or:
C]’ll‘r;ls:,;r:ce of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

y i i ke the pastor-
i about to be ordained, is also to tal
*YVhen ;?ghc:l::?g;::gmion, in which such (_ermauo!l:]:sad p;;gotr;nte‘;!e,
atlh‘(:e:xa:gi first question in the form of Installation mag;d ey
above, and the Installation services afterwards dispen




12 ORDIiTATION OF A MINISTER.

[Here o charge or exhortation shall be addressed fo the new
pastor by one of the brethren, or the following may be read :]

CHARGE.

Brother in the Lord Jesus Christ, we have received you
amongst us, as a minister of the gospel of Christ. It 1s not
from us, but from the Lord that you receive this office. We
can therefore add nothing to your obligations in it, nor can we
take any thing from them ; and what we say to you on this
subject, we say also to ourselves.

There is a spirit that belongs to this sacred office which we
2ll must imbibe and cherish within us, if we would be qualified
either for its duties, or for its consolations, and would approve
ourselves to him whom we acknowledge as our head, and
whom we profess to serve; and this spirit, beloved brother,
must animate you ; must breathe in all your actions, and be,
indeed, the spring from which they all proceed : the principle
that warms them into life: it is the spirit of love,

“Lovest thou me,” said Jesus, three times successively, to
his disciple, when he confirmed him anew in his ministry ; and
Peter answered in the fulness of a heart deeply louched:
“«Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee.”

Love to Jesus Christ implies love toward God and to-
ward man, and is, indeed, the centre and the soul of that love.
It is the essence of all genuine piety and virtue ; and is espe-
cially the principle that should have possession of the Chris-
tian minister’s heart; inasmuch as it alone can secure his
fidelity at all times, and in every change of sitaation. To you
also, therefore, is the question put, Lovest thou me? And
happy are you, brother, if you can answer this question affir-
matively to him who is the searcher of the heart, and knows

ORDINATION OF A MINISTER. 13

what lies hid in its deepest recesses. Then to you also is the
high commission given, which the Lord gave to Peter. <«Feed
my sheep”—¢Feed my lambs.”

But to feed the flock agreeably to the mind of Jesus; to
lead them to green pastures and to pure waters; to refresh
their souls, and to guide them in right paths; so that, even in_
the dark valley, your rod and your staff may comfort them ;
this demands a close imitation of his great example.

Learn, therefore, from the Lord himself. Be conformed to
his character. Search in his word. With him be wise as the
serpent and harmless as the dove. Let your preaching be
pure, sincere, drawn from the warmth ofa believing heart, and
energetic as the Lord’s words. Let your instruction of the
youth, that shall be committed to your care, be simple, lumi-
nous, and cordial. Love them, and bless them, as Jesus did.
Like his intercourse with his disciples ; like Ais fidelity to the
church for which he laid down his life ; like Ais intercession
for those whom the Father had ngen to hun so let your in-
tercourse, your fidelity, and your prayer be. Keep that which
is sickly, poor, and helpless, always bound to your heart.
Even as he did not break the bruised reed, nor quench the
smoking flax, so must you not thrust away the weak, the
wavering, the erring, and. the fallen. Receive them, as he
did, with tender kindness, and let them have a sure supportin
your leading hand. Consider that they have the strongest
claim on your affectionate care, who need it most ; asthe weak
of the flock, and the sheep that is gone astray, call forth most
of the shepherd’s concern ; and remember, it was characteris-
tic of the ministry of Jesus, that by him the gospel was preach-
ed to the poor. Baptize believers in the gospel, and their in-
fant children, as commanded by him. Administer the Lord’s
Supper with a seriousness and a love like his,
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You are appointed by the Lord to be an example to the
flock. Endeavor, therefore, to experience in yourself, and to
exhibit in your life, the power of the truth which you preach
to others. You must yourself walk in the way in which you
desire to lead them ; your conduct must illustrate the doctrines
and the duties which you inculcate, and must win over to
you the attention and the confidence of those who'are taught.
There must be no contradiction or inconsistency here : there
must not be a pure doctrine and an impure life: there must
not be found in you a good preacher and a bad man.. Itisby
the unholy lives of professing Christians, and still more by the
sins of ungodly ministers, that religion is most seriously in-
jured, infidelity is nourished, and souls are destroyed, more
than by all the efforts of avowed enemies. Your duty is to
walk as Jesus walked, that you may be able to say with con-
fidence to your flock: <Be ye followers of me, even as I am
of Christ.”” As a minister of the gospel, you must notenly be
a Christian, but an exemplary Christian, exhibiting a purer
life, a more perfect resignation, a holier devotion, and a more
diffusive benevolence than others. “Letno man despise thee ;
but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversa-
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.”

Bear in mind that you are appointed to feed the flock, and
not to lord 'it over them. There is one Lord, even Christ,
and we are servants for his sake. Our office, indeed, is one
of high dignity and honor ; but we are instructed by him to
seel not our advantage, but the good ot those to whom we
are sent; even as Chnst came not to be ministered unto, but
to minister: and he that would be highest in the Lord’s es-

teem, must be willing to be the least of all, and the servant of

all. -«He that humbleth himself, shall be exalted ; but he that
exalteth himself, shall be humbled.”

§ 5
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Never let the vamn applause of men, or the desire of gain,
influence your preaching, or your conduct. ' The will of God

" must be your only rule, love to him your motive, and his glory

your end. Self must be forgotten in the pulpit, and nothing
but the truth and the all-seeing God must be regarded there.
If the desire to be applauded by an admiring audience should
enter into your heart, cast it out as an evil spirit that would
drive you into a madness over which an angel might weep ;
for what can be more truly mad, and what more truly perni-
cious, than to place yourself instead of God before his people,
and to seek for yourself that honor which belongs to him only?

Preside well over your own house, that you may with more
confidence undertake to govern the church : for if a man can-
not govern his own family well, how can he be safely entrus-
ted with a more arduous care. Order begins at home ; and if
it is not there, it will not be maintained elsewhere. “Physi-
cian, heal thyself,” may always be said, and will be said, to the
minister whose own house is in disorder.

Improve the talent entrusted to you, and endeavor to make
it more and more useful to the church of God. It is not
enough, if your preaching is acceptable and profitable, as
long as there is a possibility that it might be better ; nor that
your mode of conducting your ministry is useful, if there be

* any room for improvement. A high standard of usefulness

must be set up before you; and if you should ever have reach-
ed it, then set up a higherstill. The watchward in Zion is:
O~xwarp!  St. Paul never thought he had already attained,
or was already perfect ; but he forgot the things that were be-
hind, and stretched himself after those that were before, pur-
suing after the prize of his high calling from God in Christ
Jesus: and so also, brother, must you.
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If you should do the Lord’s work negligently, and should
use the world’s hypocrisy, we would, in that case, have good
reason to fear that you were one of those in whom the Lord’s
denunciation would be accomplished: <Because thou art
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.”” As
lukewarm water creates nausea, and is rejected with disgust,
so will the Lord abhor the man who isindolent and false in the
gospel ministry. This office is least of all the one to which
a man who seeks to be at ease, rather than to be useful, should
aspire. The Christian minister must look for his rest, where
he looks for his reward, not on earth, butin heaven. His life
on earth must be one of labor and selfdenial ; and it is only
the diligent and faithful servant that is permitted to hope for
his Lord’s approbation. Be faithful, therefore, unto death;
have your loins girded and your lights burning, and be ready
at all tumes, that when the Lord comes, in whatever hour it
may be, he may find you prepared to serve him: and in the
day of final retribution, when men and angels shall be assem-
bled in his presence, he will give you thathonorable and bliss-
ful testimony, Well done, good and faithful servant! Which
may the Lord grant to you. Amen.

PRAYER. ®
[ During which the whole congregation shall kneel.]

Almighty, holy and merciful Savior, who hast founded thy
Church, and instituted the ministry of thy gospel, for the sal-
vation of thy people among the children of men, and hast com-
manded thy servants to go into all the -world, and to convert
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and hast declared that whoso-
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ever believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that be-
fieveth not shall be damned; we acknowledge thee us the
Sovereign Lord to whom the church belongs, and whose it is
to send forth laborers into this field, to qualify them for their
worlk, and to sustain them under their trials; and we beseech
thee, of thy great goodness, to regard with favor thy servant,
whom we have now set apart to the ministry of the gospel,
believing that thou hast called him, and sendest him forth, to
minister to the edification of thy people, and the conversion of
perishing sinners. Thou hast heard the answer he has made
to our interrogatory, and the pledge he has solemnly given in
thy presence. Accept them, and ratify them in heaven. Let
him never retract them, nor forget/'chem, nor become unfaith-
ful to them ; and grant to him all that light of the understan-
ding, and all that fidelity of the heart, which will fit him for so
arduous an undertaking, and which can be received only from
thee, who art the fountain of light and the source of all good.
Impart to him much of thy gracious influences, strengthen him
with might by thy spirit in the inner man, and let thy grace
be made perfect in his weakness. Guard him against. error
and sin, and guide him in the path of truth and holiness; so
that, being himself led by thy spirit, he may be a safe and
faithful leader and an example to the flock, and may be ena-
bled to say to them: ¢«Be ye followers of me, as I am of
Christ.”” Support him under every trial ; counsel him in every
perplexity ; and let him never turn from thee to any other ob-
ject of trust, nor to any other source of consolation, instead of
thee : for thou, Lord, art the fountain of life, and the author
of all strength, and of all pure and enduring comfort. And
finally, when he shall have finished his course, grant to him a
portion among thy good and faithful servants, who shall enter
into the joy of their Lord. All this we humbly ask thee to

2
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grant for thine own glory, and the honor of thy most holy
name. Amen. .

[Here the charge to be given to the people at the Installation

of @ minister, may be read, or ashort exhoriation be given by one °

of the I'n'etlzren to the congregation, when the ordination is per-
fm'"med n the church from which the newly ordained brother re-
cetved his call. An appropriate hymn shall then close the ser-

viee, and the congregation shall be dismissed ws
s . with the usual
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INSTALLATION OF A MINISTER.

[Installation is the constituting of a pastoral relation beiween
o minister and a congregation or @ pastoral charge. If a con-
didate for the ministry, having received a call from a congrega-
tion, be ordained in the congregation from which the call has
been received, such ordination may be sufficrent to constitute the
pastoral relation. Installation shall always take place when a
minister enters into @ new pastoral relation, or has received his
ordination in another place.]

[Authority to install a minister must be derived from the Classis
within whose bounds the pastoral charge is situated. A suitable
day being appointed, and due notice of it given, & sermon ap-
propriate lo the occasion shalt be preached by one of the minis-
ters designated by the Classis to perform the services of installa-
tion. .After the sermon, the presiding minister, having stated io
the congregation the object of the meeting, shall request the new
pustor to arise in their presence, and shall address him as fol-
lows ;] y

Beloved brother in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have been
regularly called by this people to minister to them in the gos-
pel of our Lord, and you are now about to enter into the pas-
toral relation with them. This relation creates corresponding
duties and rights, both on your part and on theirs. Asitis
the duty of the shepherd to feed the flock, to lead them, and
to watch over them, and the corresponding right of the flock
to receive this attention from him ; so will it be your duty,
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and the right of this people, that you feed and guide and watch
over them in spiritual things; and as the ancient shepherd
Ppossessed the right to live by the milk of the flock, so will it
be your right, and the duty of this people, that a suitable pro-
vision be made for you by them in temporal things.

The minister of the gospel is consecrated to his office. He
is set apart, by his ordination, fiom temporal business, and de-
voted to the spiritual interests of the people whom God may
intrust to his care. To these interests all his affection, his
talents and his time must be given, and ordinarly nothing
must be suffered to divert him from them. As “no man that
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life, that he
may please him who hath hired him to be a soldier,” so the
‘Christian minister must devote himself to the duties of his of-
fice with an undivided mind; with undistracted aflections.
He is commanded to seek first the kingdom of Ged and s
righteousness; and a promise is given that all other things
shall be added unto him ; and to add those other things God
has made the duty of the people to whom he ministers. Ifa
people calling themselves Christians are unwilling, though
they possess the ability, to make the necessary provision for
their pastor, it may be an indication that God has designed
him for another field, and for the péople, perhaps, another
shepherd.

It will be your duty, beloved brother, to feed this flock by
expounding to them the word of God ; especially the doc-
trines, the precepts, the promises, the warnings and the conso-
lations of the gospel. These are the proper food of the soul ;
and in exhibiting these with clearness and force you will lead
the flock to green pastures and to pure fountains ; and as they
feel that they are fed and refreshed, they will delight in your
ministry, and your office will be pleasant to yourself and pro-
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fitable to them. But your preaching must not be adapted on-
ly to cultivated and enlightened hearers. You must have es-
pecial regard to the unlearned, the uninformed, and the weal:
in understanding; and your manner of preaching must be
adapted, I do not say to their taste, but to their capacity.
Your main object must be to communicate a knowlege of the
truth by which the soul 1s saved to all who need salvation.:
and the truest eloquence is that which best accomplishes this:
end. Embellishment must be a secondary consideration ; and

it must never be used at the expense of simplicity and clear-

ness.
The communication of Christian knowledge must not be

confined to the pulpit, but must be earried with youin all your
intercourse with your people. ¥You must visit them in their
families, not as an acquaintance and a friend enly, but as a
pastor; and your object must be always to come “in the full
blessing of the gospel.. Let the topics of your conversation be,
chiefly the great interests of the kingdom of heaven. En-
deavor to shed spiritual light upon the understanding, and to
kindle a holy warmth in the heart. ;

The children and youth in the congregation must receive
your constant attention. The pastor should be a spiritual
father in every family, and the children should learn to rever-~
ence him by the saving benefits they receive at his hand.

In your own life you must be an example to your people.
As they are commanded to follow you, so it is your duty to be
a follower of Christ. Your works must exhibit the power
and the loveliness of true religion, and illustrate the doctrines
and the precepts you inculcate. In your own behavior your
people must perceive what you mean by faith in God, by love,
and humility, and meekness, and selfdenial. Your conduct
must show what is meant by forgiveness of injuries, by
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moderation in all things, by patience in affliction, and by every
other Christian virtue. Such alife will give effect to your preach-
ing, and you will thus save both yourselfand them that hear you.

In your-government of the congregation, always keep in
mind that the Church is an institution of God for the produc-
tion of holiness among the children of men. It is designed to

recover man from the ruin of his fallen state, to bring him-

back to God, and to form anew in him that resemblance to
the Deity in his moral character which is lost by the fall. He
is destined for another world, in which eternal life or eternal
death mustbe his-allotment; and that he may escape the con-
demnation of hell, and attain to the bliss of heaven, he must
be holy, inasmuch as God is holy. As a minister of God in
the church you must therefore lend all your exertions to the
conversion of sinners and the sanctification ot the Lord’s peo-
ple. Nothing must be of value in your judgment, as nothing
is of value in the judgment of God, which does not make man
better and fitter for heaven than he is. Never imagine that
you are serving the Lord, if you increase the numbers of your
congregation, without increasing its piety ; or if you gain the
applause of your people, without bringing them nearer to God,
and preparing them better for their final account. In Christ
Jesus, says the apostle, neither circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And with as much
truth we may say, in the Christian Church neither numbers,

nor wealth, nor splendor, nor any earthly distinction availeth

any thing, but a heavenly mind. Members who are manifest-
ly vicious-and ungodly must be expelled from the church, if
they cannot be reformed. You must not, however, presume

to cast out the tares which, in their appearance, are like the

wheat, and have their roots entwined with it. Intolerance

does not become the Christian minister. The Lord will judge
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his people, and will separate the evil from the good; and the

. minister himself will stand or fall before that tribunal. But

in admitting members to the church and administering to them
its sealing ordinances, care must be taken, as far as human

- prudence can éxercise that care, that they be, at least in the
. judgment of charity, really members of Christ; lest by admit-

ting such as ought to be rejected, the covenant of God be pro-
faned, and his displeasure kindled against the whole congre-
gation. Take heed that you do not, by a false and unhallow-
ed zeal to advance the interests of the congregation, grieve the
Holy Spirit, and drive him from your ministry, and thereby
render all your labor vain, if not pernicious. Love to Jesus
Christ must be your motive, the word of God your only rule,
and your end his glory alone.

And now, beloved brother, I request you to give distinet
answers to the questions I shall propose tg you.

1. Are you willing to take the charge of this congregation,
for congregations,] as their pastor, and to continue in it until
God, by his providence, shall separate you from them? [or as
long as such shall appear to be the will of God?]- Answer.
I am willing so to do.

2. Do you conscientiously believe and declare, asfar as you
know your own heart, that in taking upon you this charge,
you are influenced by a sincere desire to promote the glory of
God, and the good of his church? nswer. I do.

3. Do you solemnly promise that, by the assistance ot divine
grace, you will endeavor faithfully to discharge all the duties ~
of a pastor to this people; and will be careful to maintain a
depertment in all respects becoming a minister of the gospel
of Christ? Answer. Ido.

[ T'he presiding minister shadl then charge the congregation as
follows :]
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Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ, members of this congre-
gation, you have called this brother to become your pastor ;
he has accepted your call, and in pursuance of thatacceptance
has given the pledges which you have now heard. From the
exposition of the duties which the pasteral relation will im-
pose on him, you can infer your own ; and we, therefore, now
request that you solemnly declare your willingness to dis-
charge them according to the ability that God shall give you.
If it is the duty of your pastor to conduct his ministry
among you in the manner we have represented to him, it is
yours to concede to him the right, and to give to him the power
and opportunity so to do, by punctually attending upon his
ministrations, submitting ;yourselves to his instructions, his
warnings and his faithful reproofs. * You must not only open
to him your church, and the doors of yourdwellings, but, what
Is infinitely more important, your hearts also; giving earnest
heed to the truth which he shall declare in the name of de,
and obeying it in sincerity and faithfulness. You will be
bound to submit to all acts of ecclesiastical discipline that are
according to the word of God, and to aid and sustain him in
the performance of them. You must cherish and comfort
him, endeavoring to make his ministry “joyous and not griev-
ous ;” and, according to the ability which the Lord may give
you, it will be your duty to provide liberally for his temporal
wants and comforts. <Let him that is taught in the word,”
says the apostle, “‘communicate to him that teacheth in all
" good things. ‘Be not deceived ; Godlis not mocked: for what-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but he
that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlast-
ing.  And let us not be weary in well doing ; for in due sea-
son we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore op-

T
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po;'tunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.”” Gal. 5 6-10.

And now, brethren, do you receive this brother as your
pastor, agreeably to your call, and do you s_o%emnly pl;o:n::
to perform on your part all that is du? to a faithful p:u :1‘ ;, 16
long as he shall continue faithful to lfns enga;.gements 58
declare that such is your mind by rising up in your seats. .

[ Here all who are willing to malke this engagemfnf sluzll'a{‘zse,r
and again resume their seats. When the presiding minister

eed. g
sha’ll‘ltx{:r::xca,«:;a»gzment is mutual ; and believ'ing it to be agreea-
ble to the Lord’s will, we do by this act install you, brother
N. N. as the pastor of this congregation, and declare the pas-
toral relation to exist between you and them; and we com-
mend you and this people to the abundant grace of God in

i . Amen,
?h[l”l;;tg:;}‘: charge to the people, the f:ongregatimz s'hall be re-
quested to leneel in solemn prayer, while the following or any
other suitable prayer is offered up.] : »

PRAYER.

Almighty, most holy, and most merciful God, 1t becox.nes
us on this occasion to bow before thee 1n hu.m})le adoration,
and to bring our supplications and our thanksgivings unto th;le.
The church is thine, thy kingdem on ea‘rth, the field of ﬂ}:
planting. Its members are thy people, its mmxst.ers are ;y
servants. Thou art the sovereign Lord,'and thy w:s.;e anfl h;)h y
will, which is the law of all the intelligent creah?n, xs' by
Church’s law. By thee the churchhas been estabhshc'ed 3 by
thee it is sustained, amidst all the dangers that beset it, in dz
world that is overspread with spiritual darkness, and aboun
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with iniquity. Thou raisest up-thy servants to minister in the
gospel, and sendest them to labor wherever it seemeth good in
thy sight. Their sufficiency is from thee, and all the success
that can attend their ministry must result from . thy blessing.
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but thou, Lord, givest
the increase ; and that which thou givest is bestowed, accord-
ing to thy sovereign pleasure, when and wheresoever it may
Pplease thee. We trust that, in constituting this pastoral con-
nexion, we have acted in accordance with thy will, and have
done that which thou approvest. We feel, indeed, that all we
do is marked with infirmity, and that in this transaction also
we need thy forgiveness ; which we humbly beseech thee to

grant through the atonement of our Savior Jesus Christ; yet

we believe that thou hast sent this brother to labor among this

people, and that this connexion is of thine own appointment :
and we therefore entreat thee, in the exercise of thine infinite
merey, to grant to him and to his flock those manifestations of
thy presence, and those effusions of thy spirit, by which only
his ministry can be made effectual in the conversion of sin-
ners and the edifying of thy people unto eternal life ; and by
which alone this church can be a house of God, and this peo-
ple the children of the Most High. Grant to him the perfect
. spirit of his office, even the same mind that was in Jesus
Christ, that he may labor according to that perfect example,
in all sincerity and faithfulness, making thy will his only rule,
thy glory his only end, actuated by supreme love to thee, un-
tiring in labors, unwavering in faith, looking to thee for his
reward, and trusting for it to thy free goodness. Bless him in
his studies, in his teaching, in his pastoral visitation, and in
his administration of Christian discipline. Make him an ex-
ample to his_flock, «in al] righteousness and goodness and
truth;* that he may adorn his profession and his office, and
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" may cause thy truth to be honored, and thy name to bhe hallow=

ed, among the children of men who sh‘all witr'1e§s }nr deﬁ::;
ment and shall see his good works. lee'to his peoptte a »
to profit by his ministry, that the Sfied which hfe sca/ ertsh;?t y
fall upon good ground, and may bring forth fruit, s;)'r;le g 1{;
some sixty, and some a hundred fold,. and' may al ; e t; e
day of trial, when a spurious fa.it‘h fa.lls, like the plan uEr’s
stony ground, under the withering influence of a s;u:xlz:heir
heat. And finally, when he and they shall have finishe: o
course, and the hand of death shall be upon th;n}ml, ax: fow
world shall recede from their view, a.nd flesh an ea; —
fail in the distress of nature, let the.hgh.t of thy coun 2
shine upon them, and the hope which is f\.lll of 1m$ornde?-r
support them, and give them th.a.t peace which passe uThen
standing, and that joy which triumphs over the grave. -
shall the world to come be to them a world of peat]::’e e
rest, and the eye shall weep no more, al'ld the healx.*t e .fnd >
no more, and they shall praise thee with other lpsl,l‘ i
holier strains, and shall addres; t;-:, th:: a'pu;;:uw::s ;f)‘d, -
in which we now appear before thee. >
L};x:;::?and mercifully accept 01¥ ﬁrayelx;,s a:t:: l;)alt1 :izst:x;?rﬂl:;
aciously accomplish n A

:S;e‘;:‘j;;‘;ivi‘: All tiis we askin tlfe'nam'e of J' esusbghxix:t;
to whom, with the Father, and the Spirit of promise, be glory
101';‘2;:;‘;‘:;:; r_‘froim‘::ayer, the elders and deaco;;s },Zf dth}

. ive to their minister the rig nd o
}f’":l;i(:::}lzij: ?a:ie;mw hymn may t{zef.z be sung and the con+
gregation dismissed with the usual benediction.]

.
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FORM OF INFANT BAPTISM.

—

[ For the rules of the church respecting the baplism of infants.
see the Constitution— Part IT1. Sec. 1. Art. 13

[ The child being brought forward Jor baptism, the minister
shall address the parents, or the sponsors if there be such, as  fol-
lows : the words w italics being changed, as the case may re-
quire, from the singular to the plural, &e.]

Dearly beloved in the Lord, you have brought this cliild for
the purpose of dedicating it to the service of God in bap-
tism, as an infant member of his church. .

Baptism is a permanent institution of the Christian Church.
It was appointed by the Lord himself, when he commanded
his apostles, and their associates, to go and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and -

of the Holy Ghost ; which is expressed in Marlk, as spoken at
another time: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature. _He that believeth and is baptized shali
be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Itis
the rite of initiation into the Christian Chureh, and is therefore
fo be conferred on all who are entitled to be received as mem-
bers into its communion ; and accordingly, in the New Testa«
ment all Christians are spoken of as baptized persons.

The authority to bapize the infant children of believing
parents is derived from the fact that they, as well as their pa-
rents, are included in the covenant and church of God. The
covenant of grace is essentially the same before and since the

BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 28

<oming of Christ. St. Paul teaches, in the epistle to the Gala-
tians, that it was made with Abraham, and was confirmed by
Christ. 1In the erigination of it, Ged said to Abraham, I will
establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed after
thee, in their generations, for an everlasting covenant; to bea
God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.” The sign of the
covenant was circumcision ; and that'sign was to be conferred
‘on the children of Abraham on the eight day after their birth,
when they were yet infants, and could not understand what
was done, nor give their own assent thereto. This censtitu-
ttion of the church subsisted in the time of Christ. His disci--
ples had been accustomed, from their earliest days, to see in-
fant children admitted into the church by circumecision : it had
-always been the practice also, when Gentiles were converted
‘to the Jewish faith and were circumcised, to receive and cir-
<cumcise their children with them. If the Lord designed that
«<hildren should thenceforward be excluded from the church,
it was necessary that he should declare that design expressly
and fully. He abolished circumcision, as we learn from his
apostles, and instituted baptism as the rite of initiation in the
‘church of God, and as better adapted te the expansive beneve-
lence of his religion ; but he did not forbid to receive the
children of believing parents into the church; on the contra-
ry, he received them with the utmost kindness, as members ef
his kingdom, and commanded the ministers of his gospel o do
the same. Of this we have an impressive example in the
gospel by Mark, ch. x. 18. <And they brought young chil-
<dren to him, that he should touch them; and his disci-
ples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus
saw it, he was much displeased; and said, Suffer little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of
such is the kingdom of God. * * * * And he took them
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up in his arms, put his hands on them, and blessed.
them.”

Baptism is both a sign and a seal of the covenant of grace.
As a sign it represents to us the promise of salvation through
the mediation of Jesus Christ. It is a washing with water in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. It
denotes that, as sinners, we are unclean, and cannot have fel-
lowship with God, nor be admitted into his presence in hea-
ven; but, as believers, we shall be cleansed from sin, and
prepared for communion with him, and for an inheritance
among his saints in the world of light ; as water removes the
impurities of the body, so the atoning blood of Christ, and.the
sanctifying ‘influences of his spirit, shall remove defilement
and guilt from the soul. As a seal baptism gives assurance of
the certainty of the divine promise: it is the mark of Christ
upon us, and denotes that, as believers, we are his, and are as
certainly washed from the pollution of the soul, as we are
washed externally with water, by which the filthiness of the
body is purged away.

In the ordinance of baptism parents dedicate their children
to the service of God, in Christ, through the Holy Spirit; and
as they profess their own faith, so they engage to-instruct the
children in the gospel of Christ, and to bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord, as his children and sub-
jects of his kingdom. They do not create this duty teward
their children by presenting them for baptism : it exists al-
ready : they are bound to consecrate their children as well as
themselves to the service of God : but by this act they recog-
nize the duty, and strengthen its obligation, with theirsolemn
pledge to perform it. :

It behooves you therefore, beloved in the Lord, to examine
yourselves, both as to your faith, and as to your purpose
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to discharge faithfully the duty that is ‘incumbent upon
you.

Do you sincerely believe the gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is
contained in the Holy Scriptures; do you believe itas the
doctrine revealed from heaven for our salvation; and do you
receive it as the truth by which only we can be saved ?

Do you desire to dedicate #his child to the service of God, as
a member of his church; do you desire that i may grow up
in the knowledge and the fear of God, and may attain to eter-
nal life ; and do you promise that you will faithfully strive, by
the grace of God, that nothing shall be wanting on your part
to effect this holy and blessed end ? nswer. We do.

[ Here the parents, or sponsors, shall present the child, or, uf
there be more than one, the children successively, and the minis-
ter, having in each case requested those presenting it to name the
child, shall take water into his hand and pouror sprinkle it upon
the child’s head, and shall say :]

N— N » I baptize thee in the name of the Father and -
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

[ The minister shall then address the parents, or sponsors as
Jollows :]

Beloved brethren, you have dedicated #his child to the ser-
vice of God, and have pledged yourselves that, by divine grace,
nothing shall be wanting on your part that it may grow up in
the knowledge and the fear of God, and may attain to eternal
life. In this transaction you have to do with God, who is the
omnipresent, the all-seeing and the Holy One. What you
have done, has been done in his presence and under his eye:
he has seen it and heard it; and he will require it. If your
hearts are right in his sight, he approves the act, and his
spirit will rest upon you in it. Nothing can be more accepta-
_ble to God than the desire of pious parents, (or sponsors) to
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bring their children to him ; to cause them to know him, to
reverence and love him, and to walk in his ways ; and their
faithful exertions to teach them the knowledge of the truth,
and to keep them from the paths of sin. The trust committed
to them is of greater moment than all other trusts: it is an
immortal soul, that must live in heaven or perish in hell ; and
which is left without a guide if they neglect it ; a soul that is
the work of God’s hand, and is redeemed with the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. If God so loved it as to give his only
" begotlen Son that it might not perish, but might have eternal
life, how acceptable to him must be the desire and the diligent
and faithful exertions of Christian parents to rear their infant
offspring for his kingdom ! How certain is it, that their con-
tinued and fervent prayer for this end, will be heard and an-
swered. Jesus took the little children that were brought to
" him upon his arms, and blessed them : and so also does he now
receive your child, and bless it, if you have brought it with the
same believing and anxious mind. But take heed that you be
not faithless. A fearful responsibility rests upon you ; and
you have to do in it with him whom you cannot deceive by
concealment of the truth, and from whose power you cannot
escape. If this child should grow up in ignorance and sin by
your neglect, it is-most likely that 4 will perish in ignorance
and sin; but the guilt of its perdition will be upen you ; and
it will be fearful indeed for you to appear before God, if you

be stained with 4fs blood. Take heed therefore that you in-

struct if diligently in the word of God ; that you watch over iz,
to keep 4 from all that is evil in his sight ; that you pray with

it, and for it; and that, in all your conduct, you set before it
2 good example of Christian piety and virtue, shewing in your
walk the way of life which i ought to pursue.  Then will the

Lord look upon you with favor, and his blessing will rest upon

-
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your pious efforts ; you will both save yourselves and enjoy
the high felicity of being instrumental in the salvation of your
child : but if you shotld fail of accomplishing all you desire,
you will at least huve the consolation to know that you have
done your duty, and that God will reward you, not according
to your success, but according to your faithfulness.

PRAYER.

Almighty, holy and merciful God, who so lovedst the world
as to give thine only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him might not perish, but have everlasting life, we come to
thee in the name of Jesus Christ, believing thy holy word, and
trusting in thy promise ; and we beseech thee to look in thy
redeeming love upon this child, which we have received, as @
member of thy Church, and have sealed as such with the holy
ordinance of baptism. We give thee humble thanks that thou
hast redeemed us and our infant children from the dominion of
sin and death by the mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ, and
that, by the ordinance of baptism, thou hast graciously signified
and sealed to us the precious promise of forgiveness and eter-
nal life, which is founded upon that mediation. We pray thee
to receive this child as thine ; be a Father to it ; watch over
iin mercy ; guide 4 by thy Holy Spirit; teach if to know

" thee as the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast

sent, as the only Savior; give to 4 that filial spirit by which

it may cry to thee, Abba, Father. If ifsin against thee, chas-

ten it as a Fatlier, that 4 may acknowledge thy judgment, and

may fear thee ; but take not thy mercy from i, and do not

blot out iis name from the book of life. Sanctify it by thy

truth, and make f meet for an inheritance among thy saints ;
3
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that, when it shall quit this state of being, it may be where
Jesus is, and may behold the glory which thou hast given to
him, and be @ partaker with him of the same blessedness, ac-
cording to thy word. We beseech thee to look upon the pa-
rents of fhis child, [or upon the sponsors, who appear before
thee.] Give them much'of thy Holy Spirit, instruct and guide
them, and fit them for every good work, that they may faith-
fully discharge the trust committed to them. Let them never
lose sight of the account they must render to thee, and of the
fedrfulness of falling into thy hands as unfaithful stewards ;
and wake theio up to great diligence and a holy earnestness
in all thy service. Then will they have much comfort in thy
word, while they sojourn in this land of their pilgrimage ; and
when the Lord shall appear, in the glory of his Father, to judge
the children of men, they shall have confidence before him,
and shall not be ashamed at his coming. Hear us, Lord, in

heaven, and accept our prayer and thanksgiving, and pardon

our sins, through Jesus Christ our Mediator and Redeemer.
Amen,
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.

BAPTISM OF AN ADULT.

-

[ For the regulations of the Reformed Church respecting the
baptism of adults, see the Constitution, Part 3, Su:'. 1, 4rt. 2, 3.]
[ When a religious meeting is held for the baptism of an adult,
ot is not necessary that all the ordinary ceremonies of public wor-
ship be performed, or that a sermon should be preacb.ed sibds
requisite only that the meeting be rel_ig“ious,' and of s_u_ﬂi'ment pub-
licity to make the baptism a public professw:n, of faithin Chrest.]

[ The following passages of the Holy Smpture.:s, ora ?Jart of
them, shall be read ; and, if the minister deem it expedient, he
shall make practical comments upon what he has read :]

JouN rir. 1-21. MATTHEW XXVIII, 16-20. MARK xvI.
15--16. Romans vr. 1, &c. TrTus 1rr. 3--7. =

[dfter the reading, and the expository and pr.actwal rwrks

on the text, or discourse and exhoriation from it, the candidate
for baptism shall present himself standing before the congrega-
tion, and the minister shall address him as ﬁ).llows : the wo1:ds
in ttalics being changed, as the case may require, the masculine
for the feminine, or the singular for the phfral.]

Beloved brother in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have presen-
ted yourself before God, in the presence o.f this congre.gatxon,
to make a public profession of your faith in Jesus Christ, an'd
to be solemnly recognized and sealed, asa n}ember of his
Church, by the ordinance of baptism. This is in accordance
with the command of Jesus, which has made both_ the or'le and
the other your duty, and the duty of every believer in the
gospel.
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“Whosoever shall confess me before men,” said Jesus, <him
will T also confess before my Father which is in heavenj But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny be-
fore my Father which is in heaven.” "It is the duty of all that
hear the gospel to believe it, because it is truth: the truth
which was communicated to men from heaven by the Lord

himself, and which is come to us by them that heard him, God -

a].so bearing them witness with signs and wonders, and divers
miracles and gifts of the ‘Holy Ghost. Faith in the gospel is
tl}e principle by which the Holy Spirit gives to it all its effi-
ciency in the heart, and makes it the power of God to save us :
but this faith must be avowed and professed before men, thaé
God may be honored, aud that our example may have its good
effect upon others: it is a light that must not be hidden, but
placed on a candlestick, that it may give light to all wh; are
in the house. 3

The ordinance of baptism is a permanent institution of the

Christian Church. It was appointed by the Lord, when he
gave to his apostles, and to their associates, the command,
“Go ye into all the world, and teach -all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Sou, and of mZ
Holy Ghost.” It is the Tite of initiation into the Christian
Church, and therefore to be conferred on all who are entitled
tf) be received as members into its communion. The Chris-
tian Church consists of believers in the ‘gospel, and of their
infant children.

Baptism is both a sign and a seal of the covenant of grace.
As a sign it represents to us the promise of salvation through
the mediation of Jesus Christ. Tt is a washing with water in
the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Ghost. It
denote':s tha§ as sinners we are unclean, and cannot have fel-
lowship with God, nor be admitted into his presence in hea-
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ven; but that as believers we shall be cleansed, and prepared
for communion with him, and for an inheritance among his
saints in the world of light : as water removes the impurities
of the body, so the atoning blood of Jesus and the sanctifying
influence of his Spirit shall remove defilement and guilt from
the soul. As a seal baptism gives us assurance of the certain-
ty of the divine promise : it is the mark of Christ upon us, and
denotes that the believer is his, and is as certainly washed from
the pollution of ns soul, as he is externally washed with wa-
ter, by which the filthiness of the body is commonly washed
away.

When we are baptized in the name of the Fatheér and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost, it signifies and seals to us the
promises that God, the Almighty Creator and Lord of heaven
and earth, is our Father, and we are his children ; that Jesus
Christ, his Son, is our Savior, that the Holy Spint is our
comforter, who will abide with us forever: and by the same
act we consecrate ourselves to God, in Christ, thrqugh the
Holy Spirit, to live, not to ourselves, but to him; being called
to be “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.
a peculiar people ; that we may show forth the praises of him
who hath called us out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

It behooves you now, beloved brother, to examine yourself
as to your faith in Christ. Sacraments possess no power in
themselves to confer grace by the mere use of them. = All their
efficiency is derived from faith in the recipient. The preach-
ing of the word is designed as a means, both to produce faith
in the heart, and to nourish it when produced ; but the sacra-
ments, as sealing ordinances, are intended only to confirm a

previously existing faith, and therefore can be of use only to
those who already believe. If it is your desire to profess your
faith in Christ, to consecrate yourself to the service of God,




38 BAPTISM OF ADULTS.

and to receive the sign and seal of his covenant of grace

answer me the questions I shall now propose to you. .

1. Do you believe that the Holy Secriptures of the Old and
New Testgment are divinely inspired scriptures, have divine
authority, and are the perfect and only rule of faith and of life ?
Answer. Yes. :

‘2. Do you sincerely believe that the doctrine which is re-
ceived and publicly professed in the Protestant Church, and as
a part of it in the Reformed-Church, is truly the doctrine of
the Holy Scriptures; will you live agreeably to il ; will you
adorn it, and in all things demean yourself as a #rue Jollower of
Jesus Christ? nswer. = Yes.

' 3.. Will you atall times submit to the rules of order and dis-
cxphfle in the Reformed Chureh, and confirm them by your
obedience, as it is meet for @ follower of the Lord Jesus Christ ?
Answer. Yes. ;

4. 'True faith, in the language of our Catechism, isnot only a
certain knowledge by which we hold truth all that God has re-
vealed to us in his word, but also an assured confidence, which
the Holy Ghost works in our hearts, that not only to ,others
but to us also, forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousnes;
and salvation are freely given by God, merely of grace, only
for the sake of Christ’s merits. Do you sincerely profess that
all this is your faith? nswer. Yes.

[H'erf'tlze candidate for baptism shall be directed to kneel, and
the minister taking water into his hand, shall pour or sprinkle it
upon the person’s head, and shall say :]

N—— N—— 1 baptize thee in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen. :

[ Here the baptized shall rise from his knees and stand during

prayer ; or the minister may request all the i
Lo ) q congregation to
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PRAYER.

Almighty, most merciful and holy God, we give thee hum-
ble thanks that thou hast redeemed us from sin and death, by

" the mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ, whom thou treely

gavest for us, to lay down his holy life in our stead. We
thank thee that thou graciously vouchsafest to cleanse us from
our sins, and to receive us into fellowship with thee, the Fath-
er, and with thy Son Jesus Christ; and that thou hast given
us the sign and seal of this precious salvation in the holy or-
dinance of baptism. It is of thy free sovereign grace, and not
of our merit, that we are made the subjects of this favour : not

‘by works of righteousness which we have done, but according

to thy mercy thou savest us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which thou sheddest forth
abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Savior; that being jus-
tified by thy grace, we might be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.- We trust that thou hast given to our
brother the spirit of that faith which ke has professed; and
that his profession 1s sincere, and acceptable to thee. Grant to
him now, we beseech thee, the indwelling of thy Spirit; that
filial mind that cries, Abba, Father. May the spirit of the
Lord animate Aim, and guide him, breathe in all Ais life, and
move him in all his actions. Grant that e may feel the con-
straining influence of the love of Christ; tolive notto himself,
but to him that loved him, and gave himself for him ; that ke

may delight to do thy will, and may live near to thee, and de-

vive his chief pleasure from thy service, after that perfect’ex-
ample of obedience that is set before us in the life of Jesus.
Let him never forget, that as many as are baptized into Christ,

" are baptized into his death ; that, like as Christ was raised up

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so they also should
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walk in newness of life ; and may ke therefore consider him-
self dead - mdeed uato sin, but alive unto God

Christ our Lord : strengthen im so with mig
in the inner man,

, through Jesus
ht, by thy spirit,
that e may be enabled truly to say with thy
holy apostle: <« am crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I
live; yet.not Z but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which 7
now live in the flesh, 7 live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.”” Then shall his light
shine before men, and they shall see his good works, and shall
glorify thee, the Father who art in heaven. Then also shall
ke have joy and peace in believing, and find rest for Ais soul 3

and when /e shall have finished Ais course, there will remain

for kim a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous

Jjudge will give Aim in that day ; and not to him only, but to

all them that love his appearing. Hearus O Lord, in our sup-

plication, accept our thanksgiying, and forgive our infirmity ;
and to thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent, and the Spirit of all grace, be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

[ The congregation being seated, the minister shall exhort the
baptized person as JSollows :]

Beloved brother in the Lord, you have now made a profes-

sion of faith in Christ, and have received in your baptism, the
initiatory sign and seal of the covenant of grace. By this
solemn transaction you are separated from the world a
bered with the people of God, who are set apart to hi
and are called to the inheritance of eternal. life.

marked out as a city that is set upon a hill, where it

hid, and the beauty or dgformity of which is noticed from afar.
Attention is therefore unavoidably directed to you. The
world, from which you have gone ou

t, looks upon you, with
2 jealous and searching eye, to observe whether your life is

nd num-
s service
You are
cannot be

BAPTISM OF ADULTS. 41

better than its own ; and will be the first to note.and to pub-
lish your shame, if there be any thing to reproach in your lc;[)n-
duct. You cannot justly complain of such treatm'erft. ou
have placed yourself upon an eminence, by.7 your rehgxous- fgro-
fession, and have thereby given to all a right to‘expect 0131
you what no one looks for in the life t?f the children of t.hfs
world. Not that they are under no obligation, to do wh:?t is
right; but because your obligation is s&onger. It was a:: gﬂy;:
your duty, as it is the duty of all men, to' live according s
will of God : and nothing whateve-r cat, 10 suy" n.xeasureii 1ls
engage you or them from this obligation ; but it is pe;u. tarli
your duty, and all the motives to the p(_arformance o tl fa
strengthened, since you have voluntan%y stepped ou ron}
among the rest of men, and have come ‘mto the presence od
God, and have made a covenant by which you h'ave engagled
to be his, and have taken upon you the mark of his househ(zh .
The Lord’s people do most justly expe'ct that you walk zvl?r y
of your vocation, and will be grieved %f t'here be ung;dimt.asi
in your conduct. You will sin Ii;y g;nheviaintil::l:v,i;nthatgxry
ishi ir comfort and joy. is the
;Slll:::sit:::; (;ll fulness : Jat‘:fd he has made it' ﬂ.le dt.xty of each
Christian to co-operate with every other Chnstxan for th:al com-t
mon good ; there must be no strife in the body ; the ha: n;uisn
not hurt the eye, nor the eye the hand; but all l;nus a;lc -
harmony, that all may rejoice together. But .a ove.:tta 3 o
Lord himself commands you to be.: holy. «It lsfvglx en:)rld
ye holy ; for I am holy.” Christians are not o x; v:aﬁo ,;
even as Christ is not of the werld. To them the ; tﬁr -
is addressed: ¢I beseech you therefore,_brethre-n‘, y the e
cies of God, that ye present youf bodies a hvn;gl- sac;:xv ice,
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonat e :fonne&
And be not conformed to this world; but be ye tran
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by the renewing of your mind, that ye ma
! rove 1
?:::; :x:: z«:ic?p_tig‘li, and perfect will of.G);g_ » .Av:;afz :st ;l;::
S méyand. : “ hat they all may be one ; as thou, Fatﬁer
5 Woﬂd,m,a. 4 x? thee, that they also may be one in us : that,
v_vmm ok _yv etxeve that thou’hast sent me, And the ,glor
sy _asga est me, I ha}je given them : that they may bZ
5 ; - madewe :e ofle 5 Iin them, and thou in me, that the
e e o
. 2 , belove: i '
ixhr;g £‘ :;ch.yonr duty ; such.are your hxgblxro:)é;:’il:;;?url\;:l-
st king;\;; y(;t; stuch a mind, and preserve you to his heZ~
it Whic}; tha you may be where he is, and may beilold
B b ﬁe Father gave him, because he loved him
[Here an app::)p:?a;’efl:h :‘L w‘:ld' e
tio;. I}h;‘ll ;hen 'be dismissec?l/ wgt; t:il ::u:; ’;)ge:z:lth;:: ;0773’7’830-
i ; uggﬁuzgﬁ:ﬁgm;;znfi dm the church, at the ordinary
5 i ;
may be dii,‘pmsed‘_wifh, and the sefﬁoszet::szz‘z?:lfeiea;sages ;

CONFIRMATION.

[ Confirmation shall always take place before the commu-
nion. After the sermon and prayer, which ought to be short, that
1he service may not be protracted _beyond a reasonable length,
ihe minister shall address the congregation as Jollows :]

Beloved brethren in the Lord, These whom you see befdre
you are candidates for admission to the privileges of full com-
munion in the Church. They have been instructed in the
Christian faith'agreeably to the form of doctrine contained in
the Catechism of our Church. They have received that doc-
trine as the teaching of the Lord, and, believing that they un-
derstand it and feel its impression upon their hearts, they are
how about to make a solemn profession of their faith in it, and
of their purpose to live conformably toit. They desire to re-
cognize in this public manner the obligation of the covenant
made in their behalf in their baptism, and to dedicate them-
selves by their own act to the service of God, to whom they

were consecrated in their infancy; (and those of them who
are yet unbaptized are desirous of consecrating themselves, ac-
cording to the Lord’s appointment, by receiving baptism.)
We have examined them as to their knowledge of the truth
and their religious experience, and think we may admit thenr
to full membership, as hopeful subjeets of the kingdom of
heaven. We now ask your intercession for them at the throne
of grace, that the Lord may be pleased to receive them and to
seal them as his own ; to the end that they may be as truly
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members of his mystical body, as they will be members of tie
visible Church. It will be your duty to receive them as breth-
ren in the Lord, who, like yourselves, are dearly bought, and
to pursue with reference to them acourse of conduct by which
they shall be edified in the truth, and improved in every Chris-
tian virtue. You and they will be members of the same body.
As such you all are in common partakers of Christ and of all
his riches and gifts ; and every one of you must esteem it his
duty to use his gifts, not only for his own advantage and sal-
vation, but for the common good. ' There is no difference be-
fore God between the high and the low, the honored and the
obscure : all ‘are his: all are dearly bought, and all beloved.
Take heed therefore that you put no stumbling-block in the
way of any one of these, either by error in dootrine, or by
misconduct in life. (Remember the awful warning of the Lord
Jesus: <«Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which be-
lieve in me, it were better for him thata millstone were hang-
ed about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of
the sea. Woe unto the world beeause of offences : for it must
needs be that offences come ; but woe unto that man by whom
the offence cometh.”

The salvation of the soul is the great end for which the Son '

of God came; for which the gospel is preached, the Church
is constituted, and its Sacraments are appointed. In the pro-
secution of this objectall Christians are called to be co-workers
with God: and if there is any where a stronger obligation to
one Christian than to another, it is in the first place to the
weakest, the young and inexperienced, who most need the
watchings of Christian kindness ; and, in the second, to those
over whom natural ties have given us the greatest influence.
The first is common to all Christians ; the second is peculiar
to parents and kindred, who are reverenced and beloved

i
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as such. May the'Lord-impress upon all a just sense of their

-obligation.

[ The minister shall then address the candidates as follows :]
Beloved brethren, you have been conducted through a course

~ of instruction in the doctrines of our holy religion, and you

are now about to profess your faith in them, and your purpose
to live conformably to them and to rest your souls upon them.

The doctrines which you have been taught are the truth-of:
God, which was revealed from heaven; it was taught at first
by the Lord himself, and was communicated to us by them
that heard him, God bearing them witness with signs and won-
ders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost.
These doctrines you are bound to believe, because they are
true, and are attested as truth by the testimony of God himself;
and upon your faith or unbelief depends your eternal felicity
or woe: “He that believeth and is baptized shall'be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

If you sincerely believe these doctrines, as we trust you do,
you are bound by the command of Christ to profess your faith

in them, and, in obedience to them, to consecrate yourselves

to God, that you may henceforth Tive, not to yourselves, but
to him. Whether you will live unto God or not, is indeed not
a matter about which you have a right to determine any thing ;
because you are previously bound so to live, by an obligation
you can neither dissolve nor weaken. But your service of
God must be voluntary to be acceptable; it must be the ser-
vice of the heart, constrained only by your own convictions
and your own feelings ; by your faith in his word, your rever-
ence, your love, and your gratitude towards him. <«With the
heart we believe unto righteousness, and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation.”

* But your faith must be truly a belief that affects the heart
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and your confession must be sincere. If you do not believe
the doctrine you have learned, and if your belief of it does not
cause it to move the heart, to produce a deep sorrow for your
sins, an abhorrence of sin, a love of the law of God, a heaven-
ly disposition of mind, and a settled, purpose. to lead a holy
life, in that case you are not prepared to make a profession of
faith ; and if you present yourselves here, and give your so-
lemn pledge that you will be the Lord’s, all that you do will
be only so much mocking of God ; and instead of procuring a
blessing for you, it will provoke his displeasure. :

Err not; my brethren, “God is not mocked.” What you
do is.done in his presence, and under his eye, and cannot be
hidden from him. ¢He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?
He that formed the eye, shall he not see? * * * He that
giveth man knowledge, shall he: not- knew »> He searches
your hearts and tries. your reins ; your inmost thoughts and
your most secret desires are all open and exposed to him ;" and
what he sees, he sees as a holy God, who is of purer eyes than
to behold evil with allowance of it. While you stand in his
presence, before whom the Seraph that never sinned covers
his face, stand there with fear, andlet the heart entertain noth-
ing which he will not approve, and let the lips utter nothing
which the heart does not mean. If there be dishonesty and
falsehood within, draw back .and first humble yourselves in
deep repentance, and pray God to take away your sin, and to
form in you that mind with which alone you can serve him
and bring a further blessing upon yourselves.

But we hope better things of you, beloved brethren, and
things that accompany salvation, thoughwe thusspeak. You
have a Savior who has promised that he will be with you
always, and that his grace shall be made perfect in your weak-
ness., He commands you fo strive that you may enter inat
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the strait gate; to work out your salvation with fedr and tremi-
bling, and to give alldiligence to make your calling and elee-
tion sure. This iy your part; the part which you must per-
form ; and if you are faithful in it, nothing is more cerfain
than that you will overcome, though- all the power of darkness
should be arrayed against you. Without him; indeed, you can
do nothing; but under his guidance, and the protection of his
arm, there is no enemy that shall prevail against you. <Fear
not {ittle flock,” said Jesus, <“it is your Father’s good pleasure
te give you the kingdom.” Such'is' the assurance of him who
cannot err, and whose word will abide when the heavens and
the earth shall pass away. ’

y And now brethren, I shall put to' you the following ques-
tions : and I shall expect you to answer them, not only in the

‘presence of this congregation, but before the all-seeing and

righteous God, and to say, in his presence, what he himself
knows that your hearts mean, and what you intend to perform.

[Here the minister shall put the following questions to the
candidates™ ] '

1. Do you siticerely believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old
and New Testament ; and do you receive these Scriptures as
f;he only-rule according to which you desire to believe and to

ive? v

2. Do you mourn over all your sing; trustin'the Lord Jesus
Christ as the all-sufficient and the only Savior, and expect the
forgiveness of your sins, the sanctification of your hearts, and
eternal life only through him?

3. Do you renounce all the works of darkness and devote
yourselves to the Lord Jesus' Christ, who loved you and gave
himself for you, to live ascording to his precepts and to his
glory ?

{ Having received an offirmative answer to these questions, the
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minister shall direct the candidates io kneel, and laying his
" hands upon them, he shall invoke the divine benediction in some
one of the following forms, repeating the invocation as often as
shall be requisite.]

The God of mercy grant to you the powerful influence of his
Spirit, that you may walk in his way, and preserve you to his
heavenly kingdom. Amen.

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be your God
and your Father, and grant to you the Spirit of his Son, that
you may serve him with filial confidence and joy to the end,
and may have an abundant entrance into his everlasting king-
dom. Amen.

The Spirit of the Lord be upon you and abide in you, that
you may perform all his pleasure, and be prepared by his
mighty influence for an inheritance among the saints in light.
Amen.

The God of peace, that brought again from the dead the
Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work, to do his will, working in you that which is
well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen. <

Grace be unto you, and peace from God the Father, and
from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins,
that he might deliver us from this present evil world, accord-
ing the will of God and our Father; to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen.

May the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, whom the world can-

not receive, dwell in you; and may the peace of ,God that
passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you withall j joy and peace 1n believing,
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that ye may abound in hope through the power of the Holy
Ghost, and grant you a portion in the inheritance of eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

[ When the benediction has been pronounced upon those who
are kneeling they sholl arise and resume their seats. If any have
been unbaptized, their baptism shall be performed immediately
before the imposition of the minister’s hands ; but he shall lay
his hands upon them after their baptism, and pronounce the bene-
diction upon them, as upon the others.]

[ When the rite of confirmation shall have been conferred on
all the candidates, this part of the service shall be closed with a
prayer, during which, for the greater solemnity, the whole con-
gregation should be requested fo lneel.]

PRAYER.

Our Father who art in heaven, and rulest over all thy works
with infinite power and wisdom and goodness, we acknowledge
our dependence on thee and ourlduty to look to thee at all times
as the source of every good. We are the work of thy hunds,
and are sustained by thy powér, and all that we have is thy
gift; by thee we are redeemed from eternal death, and have"
peace with thee, and rejoice in the hope of a blissful immor-
tality ; by thee the heart is renewed and strength is imparted
to overcome in the hour of temptation ; and if we triumph in
the hour of death, as heirs of the glory of heaven, it is by thee;
for by grace we are saved, through faith ; and that not of our-
selves : it is the gift of God ; not of works, lest.any man-should
boast. It is thy spirit, we trust, O Father, that has touched
the hearts of these persons, and has moved them to come out
from the world and to consecrate themselves, by their own free

_ act, to thy service. -We thank thee that thou hast given grace

4
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to thy servant to instruct them according to thy holy word, and
hast impressed the truth upon their hearts, and hast caused
them to teel, 1n some measure, their obligation to live unto
thee, and their need of the Savior whom thou hast sent into
the world, and the preciousness of the salvation to which they
are called by thy gospel. We humbly beseech thee, O Lord
God, to perfect thy work in them. Let them not rest in im-
pressions that leave the heart unchanged and pass away amidst
the business and the cares of this world. Let not the truth

which they have been taught, be in them as the seed which is

sown among thorns, nor as that which falls upon the stony
ground, where it abides unfruitful, or perishes, and disappoints
our hopes; but give them grace from heaven to be prepared,
as the good soil, to bring forth abundant fruit in the works of
a holy life, that they may refresh the hearts of thy people and
may glorify thy name on earth.. Keep them, we pray thee,
by thy power, through faith, unto eternal life. Suffer them
not to be led into temptation. Give them much of the spirit
of watchfulness and of prayer ; the spirit of faith and obedience ;
the spirit-of humility and love. Teach them to feel that they
are not their own, but thine; that they are not of the world,
even as Christ is not of the world ; and form in them that mind
that was in Chiist, that they may purify themselves even as
he is pure, and may have their highest pleasure in doing thy
will and honoring thy holy name. If they sin against thee,
forsake them not, and let not their hearts be hardened, but
chasten them in mercy, that they may recover themselves from
the snare of the enemy, and may return to thee. Sanctify

them wholly by thy spirit, and fill them withall joy and peace -

in believing, that they may abound in hope through the power
of the Holy Ghost ; that walking in faith and in the consola-
tion of the hope of heaven, they may be edified, and may, at
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the same time, by their Christian example, be a light to those
among whom they sojourn on-earth, and may direct them also
into the way of peace. We commit them to thee, Almighty
God, and Father of mercy, knowing that it is thine to keep
them. Thou gavest them their being and sustainest them ; as
they cannot subsist without thee, so without thy permission
they cannot be caused to fall. Their hearts are 1n thy power ;
for thou madest them, and knowest them, and thou alone canst
renew them and keep.them in faith and in spiritual life. Our
trust is in thy power and in the richness of thy merey, which

.is above all our thoughts, and is sufficient for the chief of sin-

ners who come to thee in the way thou hast appointed. We
come in the name of Jesus Christ whom thou hast constituted
our Mediator. We believe thy testimony concerning him, and
look updn him, in his death upon the cross, as the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sins of the world. Hear us, O Loxd,
for his sake, and in thy sovereign merey accept our prayer;
and unto thee the most Holy One, who art present with us and
hearest us, though we see thee not with the eyes of our flesh,
with whom is all power. and knowledge and goodness, to thee
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be everlasting glory.
Amen. : :
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER.

That the services in this ordinance may neither be hurried,
nor protracled to a length that would weary the audience, and ex.-
haust the spirit of devotion, the sermon should be short, not ex-
ceeding half an hour’s length. = JAfier the sermon, and the prayer
which succeeds it, the minister shall recite the words of institution
Jrom the evangelists, or from 8¢ Paul’s Jirst epistle to the Co-
vinthians, and from these words address the congregation, or shall
read the following form :

«“The Lord Jesus, in the same night in which he was betray-
ed, took bread ; and when he had given thanks he brake it,
and said, Take, eat: this is’ my body, which is broken for
you: do this in remembrance of me. After the same manner
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup
is the-New Testament in my blood ; this do ye, as often as ye
drink it, in remembrance of me.” And the apostle adds,
«For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
show the Lord’s death, until he come.” :

The Lord’s Supper is designed as a memorial of our blessed
Redeemer, Jesus Christ, offering himself for us, as the propi-’
tiation for our sins, in his death upon the cross. It was insti-
tated by him, in the same night in which he was betrayed,

with a perfect knowledge of all that awaited him, and under’

the peculiar feelings which that dark and solemn hour inspi-
.red. He was soon to be separated, by an awful and ignomin-
ious death, from the disciples whom he loi'ed, and to whom
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he was endeared by all their recollection of the past, and ail
their hope of the .future. He would, indeed, see them again,
but it would be a little while only; for it was appointed that
he should go to the Father, and they should then see him no
more. As a {oken of his love, he appointed this ordinance,
and commanded them to observe it in remembrance of him,
until they should be with him again, in the Father’s mansions
in heaven. An absent friend is easily forgotten. It was the
desire of Jesus that his disciples should not forget him ; be-
tause in their remembrance-of him is all their safety, and all
their true happiness: «having loved his own which were in
the world, he loved them unto the end.” .

It is our duty to bear in mind, and with lively recollection,
what Jesus is, what he has done for us, and what benefit we
desire from him, in order that our faith, our love, and our
obedience may be maintained in freshness and vigor; that the
Redeemer may be honored, and our joy may be full.

Jesus Christ was both God and man. The union of the
Godhead with him conferred on his person an infinite dignity,

“and gave to all that he did or suffered an infinite value. His

acts and his sufferings were aot only those of the innocent and
most holy one, but the acts and the sufferings of him with
whom the Deity is mysteriously united.
His submission to sufferings and death, like all the other
aets of his life, was perfectly voluntary. !
It was an act of obedience to'the will of the Father, who
cave him for us that we might live. «He was crowned with
glory and honor, that he by the grace of God might taste death
for every man;? and it was therefore the great end for which
he came into the world, and which was nlwayé present to his
mind, to give his life as a ransom for many.
* That his death ‘was voluntary appears in-all his history.
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He delivered himself into the traitor’s hands, after a single
word, calmly uttered, had caused the armed band to go back-
ward and fall to the ground. He made no defence before his
judges. He made no resistance to those who maltreated him.
It was in his power to cover the Sanhedrim with shame and
confusion, when they sought false witness against him from
the basest of men; and when Pilate was hesitating between
the sense of duty and the fear of offending the Jewish rulers,
if Jesus had looked upon Pilate, as he looked on Peter, when
“that apostle denied him, how would the heart of Pilate have
failed him to pronounce a sentence of death!

In Gethsemane he prayed, indeed, and prayed in an agony,

_that, if it were possible, the cup might be removed. Butin

that hour of distress a deep darkness was around him. Hu-
manity was then left to manifest itself, and to shew that Jesus
possessed all the feelings of our nature ; lest we might imagine
that his patience under his sufferings arose from the want of
those feelings ; and in that fearful trial, when the terrors which
oppressed him overpowered the flesh, the purpose of his soul
was still unshaken, T'hat the Father’s will should be done ; and
when the darkness was dissipated, and he saw with clearness
again, what he had seen with clearness before, namely, The
Father’s will; he arose from his prayer, and with the most per-
fect resignation drank the cup: he suffered now like the lamb
that is led to the slaughter; and like the sheep that is dumb
before its shearer, so he opened not his mouth.

The death of Jesus was not an ordinary death; it wasa
public execution under the sentence of the temporal judge.
He was thus reckoned with the transgressors, and suffered the
reproach which falls upon those who die by the hands of the exe-
cutioner ; a reproach that penetrates very deeply the virtuous
heart. “Reproach,” says the prophesy, «has broken my heart.””
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It was not an ordinary execution; but a crucifixion; a
punishment to which none but slaves who were guilty of
crimes, and great criminals could be lawfully condemned. * It
was therefore of all executions the most ignominious. At the
same time it was of all others the most painful ; a lingering
torture, full of inexpressible horror.

Neither was it an ordinary crucifixion ; it was aggravated

‘by every circumstance that could deepen the shame, or in-

crease the anguish of the cross.

But even this was not the utmost of his distress. About the
sixth hour the sun lost his light, and there was darkness over
all the land until the ninth hour. This event presented the
whole appearance of nature in gloom and sadness. With it a
corresponding darkness arose in the mind of Jesus ; he lost the
sense of his Father’s presence, which, until then, had sustain-
ed him, and enabled him to endure, with silent resignation,
the awful weight of suffering which oppressed him. He bore
it during three hours, without an audible groan, in all the
majesty of silent woe; but the agonized mind at length gave
vent to its accumulated sorrows, in that loud and plaintive cry,
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?”

Now the measure was full; Jfesus said, It is finished ;*
and committing his spirit into the Father’s hands, he bowed
his head and died.

He was owned in his death as the Son of God; and the
shame of the cross was taken away. The earth quaked, the
rocks were rent, the graves were opened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in twain. It was seen that this was the pre-

-sence and the power of God, manifested to vindicate the honar

of Jesus ; and those who had meocked him, now smote their
breasts and returned. He was ‘raised from the dead on the
third day ; he ascended into heaven, and is now exalted at the
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rigl}t hand of the Majesty on high, a Prince and a Savior, to
give repentance and remission of sins and eternal life to his

" people.

The death of Jesus was the propitiation for our sins: «He
suffered for us, the just for the unjust.”—¢<He was wounded
for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our iniquities ; the
chastisement of our peace.was laid upon him; and by his
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep had gone astray ; we

- had turned every man to his own way ; and the Lord laid on

him the iniquity of us all.”’—¢“God made him to be sin for us
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness

of God in him.”—And now “we have redemption through his .

blood, even the remission of sin.”

This death is the ground of all our hope of acceptance with
God, and of a blissful hereafter. It we can this day lift up
our heads ; if we can, with filial confidence, call upon God as
our Father; if we can look forward with hope to the close of
life, and to the eternity which awaits us; it is to the death of
Jesus that we owe this felicity. /

In this redemption by the death of Christ we behold the
richest and most touching exhibition of divine love. <God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him, might not perish, but might have
everlasting life.”” The love of God was the procuring cause ;

and the greainess of his love appears from what it has done ;

it has saved us from the second death; jt has brought usa
blissful immortality ; it has blotled out the sin that would have
destroyed us ; it has made us the children of God; and it has
efiected all this-through the death of the beloved, the only be-
gotten Son.

«Oh! for this love let rocks and hiH$
Their lasting silence break,

e
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- And all harmonious human tongues
The Savior’s praises speak.”

All these things we commemorate in this holy ordinance.
The bread and wine represent the Lord’s body and blood ; that
is, the Lord’s humanity. The breaking of the break and pour-
ing out of the wine represent his crucifixion and death, where-
in his body was broken and his blood was shed. When we
receive the broken bread and the wine poured out for us, this
represents that the body of Jesus was bfoken for us, and his
blood was shed for us; that he 18 our Redeemer ; that we are
saved through his death ; and that we shall be fed and nourish-
ed by him to eternal life. g

All believers, whose faith is unfeigned, are commanded to
receive these symbols of his body and blood in remembrance
of him. It is his dying command which no Christian can inno-
cently disobey, and no one to whom the gospel is known can
disregard without sin. But the manner in which we may
profitably come to the Lord’s Table, demands our most serious .
attention. Communion with him in this ordinance is not only
a holy act, but the nearest approach we can make to him, by
any single act of devotion, on this side of heaven. It mnst_
therefore not be attempted with carnal and unhailowed minds.
When we desire to make such.an approach to our exalted and
blessed Redeemer, we must come with a preparation of the
heart suitable to so holy an act. i

«T,et a man examine himself,”” said the apostle, <‘and so let
him eat of this bread, and drink of this cup : for he that eateth -
and drinketh unworthily, éateth and drinketh judgment to him-
self, not discerning the Lord’s body.”’

It becomes us on this occasion to feel, and humbly to con-
fess, that we are sinners and deserve to die. We are polluted
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with that sin which God hates, and from which we could be
saved only by the death of his only begotten Son. As such
we must deeply humble ourselves before that holy and just
]?emg, hating our sin as he hates it, and earnestly desiring de-
liverance from it. We cannot please God by commemorating
the offering up of his Son, if we do not sincerely and deeply
repent of the sin which created the necessity for so great a
sacrifice. :

“fe must further trust in the sovereign mercy of God for the
forgiveness of our sins, and in the merit of the Savior’s death
for the reason why that mercy should be exercised. No con-
fidence must be placed in ourselves, or in any works of righ-
teousness which we have done; butall our hope must rest up-
on the free mercy of God in Jesus Christ. :

W.e must, in the third place, earnestly desire to live entirel
for him that loved us and gave himself for us; to grow in thz
knowledge of him and of his holy doctrine, and in a prepared-
n.eas of the heart to obey his divine precepts, and to imitate
his heavenly example.

All those who have the witness within themselves that the
possess these requisites will be accepted as worthy commur.\i)-r
cants. To them the Lord gives the assurance that his bod
was broken for them, and his blood was shed for them, as asy
suredly as they see this bread broken for thep and t;xis cu; :
comxfmnica.ted to them ; and further that he will feed ang
nourish their souls to eternal life, with his crucified body and
sh‘ec? blood, as certainly as they receive from the hands of the
ministry, and taste with their mouth, the bread and cup of the
Lord, as certain signs and seals of his body and blood.p

THE LORD’S SUPPER. 59
PRAYER.

Almighty, holy and mercitul God, whe so lovedst the world
ag to give thine only begotten Sen, that ‘whesoever believeth
in him might not perish, but might have everlasting life, we
give thee humble and hearty thanks for the precious hope thou
hast given us in Jesus Christ, and for all the manifestations of
mercy and love that have accompanied this gracious gift.
(We are children of a fallen race ; depraved by nature, we go
astray from our earliest days; we are transgressors before
thee, exposed to the penalty of thy law, and worthy of death;
but thou, Lerd, hast shown mercy unto us and saved us, and
hast not spared thine only begotten Son that we might be saved.
In this thou hast manifested the greatness of thy love toward
us. Scarcely for 2 righteous man will ewn one die; perad-
venture for a good man some one may even dare to die; but
God commendeth his love toward us by this, that Christ died
for us when we were yet sinners, and when there was no good-
ness nor righteousness in us to move him to save us from death

by laying down his ewn life in our stead. This was a
love of which the world has seen no other example ; it was the
love of God, whose thoughts and whose ways are not like -
those of 2 man, but are as high above them as the heavens are
above the earth. For this love we adore thee and bring thee
this humble offering of praise and thanksgiving; and we pray
thee to accept us in it through the merit of Jesus our Redeem-
er, and to pardon the infirmity and uncleanness in which we
appear before thee.) :

~ We thank thee, Q Lord, for the institution of this holy or-

dinance in thy Church, to strengthen our faith in thy gracious
promise, and to refresh our hearts with the remembrance of
Jesus Christ; the remembrance of what he was and of what
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he has done and suffered for us. We are this day reminded
that we are dearly bought, not with gold and silver, but with

- the precious blood of Christ, as of a Jamb without blemish and

without spot. His body was broken for us, and his blood was
shed for us, for the remission of our sins. He was wounded
for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our iniquity ; the
chastisement of our peace: was laid upon him, and by his
stripes we are healed. O! how dark would our existence be,
and how dreadful the darkness, if we had no hope of thy mer-
¢y ; and in how awful an uncertainty would that hope be sus-
pended, if the Lord had sent us no Redeemer ; if the Lord had
shown us no sacrifice for our sins! Now the light of thy gos-
pel shines upon us, and the offering up of the Son of God gives
us the assurance of pardon ; and this holy ordinance, that seals
to us the promise of a participation in the henefit of the Sa-
vioi’s death, gives tranquility and glory to the anxious mind.
We beseech thee now, O Lord God, to grant us thy blessing
on the emblems of thy broken body, and shed blood before us
and thy gracious presence, and to bless us in the solemn
exercise in which we are engaged. May we feel that we are.

near to God, and God is near to us, and that in tHis act we

have fel lowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
Give us the spirit of faith to look with a believing heart upon
Jesus as the Lamb of God that taketh av: ay the sins of the
world. May we feel that he is our Savior : ; that we are wash-
ed with his blood, and have peace with God, and a partin the
inheritance of eternal life. May the love of God be shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, that our own love to
thee may be kindled into a holier and more vigorous flame,
and our obedience to thy precepts may approach nearer to the
example of Jesus ; that our faith may be increased and our
hope strengthened; to the end that we may walk worthy of
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our vocation, and, according to the premises of Jesus, our
joy may be full. Hear us in heaven, we beseech thee, and
hearing answer us according to thy mercy, and forgive the in-
firmity and sin that adhere to our prayer, and to all our wor-
ship, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

[An appropriate hymn shall now be sung. JAfter the conclu-
sion of the hymn, the mir@r shall direct the communicants to
take iheir place standing around the table or the altar, or sitting
around o table prepared for ihe purpose, in such numbers as not
to crowd one another, and disiurb the devotion. He shall break
the bread to each communicant, and having poured out the wine,
he shall give the cup io the first and lei it pass from one to the
other until oll shall have received it.]

[ Where the number of communicants is very large it may be

‘proper to reserve for them a sufficient number of pews in the

church, in which they, and no other persons, shall sit during the
time of worship, and to let them keep their seats while they re-
ceive the bread and wine. In that case the elders must assist the
minister in distributing the elements. The bread being first broken
must be passed on plates from one pew o another, and each com-
municant must take from the plate g poriion for himself.]

[One verse of an approp1 iate hymn shall be sung while the

is are ng to the table. During the distribution
qf the elements the congregatwn shall sit in silent meditation.]

[In distributing the bread the minister shall recite tiw words of
the institution, or the following words :]

The bread which we break is the communion of the body
of the Lord Jesus Chnat breken for you in his death upon the
Cross as an expxauon for your sins.

. [In the distributing of the cup he shall also repeat the words
of institution, or shall say the following :]

The cup of blessing which we bless, is the communion of




62 THE LORD’S SUPPER.

the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, shed for you in his death
upon the cross for the remission of your sins.

To avoid the constant.repefition of the same words, which
would destroy their interest, the minister, having begun with these,
may proceed with any others that are adapted to the occasion,
and will be edifiying to the hearers. For this purpose he may use
the following, or any part of them.} 5 ¥

[During the distribution of the bread.]

The Lord Jests, in-the same night in which he was betray-
ed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it,
and said, Take eat; this is my body which is broken for you.
" Do this in remembrance of me. He loved us and gave him-
self for us, tosave us from the condemnation to which we were
exposed as the just reward of oursins. Greater love hath no
man, said he to his disciples, than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends ; but he died for us when we were yet
enemies. .

Scarcely fora righteous man will one die, saith the apostle ;
peradventure for a good man some one would even dare to
die. But God commendeth his love toward us in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Much more then, being now justified i)y his blood, we shall
be saved from wrath through him.  For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son ;
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by-his life.

As by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, the free
gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by
one man’s dJisobedience many were made sinners 5 so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.
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There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life hath made us free from the
law of sin and death. For, what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
fiesh. :

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him, might not perish, but might
have eternal life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be
saved.

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, that God
sent hus only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to- be the propitiation for our
sins,

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one anoth-
er.—If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love
is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him,
and he in us, if he has given us of his Spirit.

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in bim, and he in God. And we have known and
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. Here-
in is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the
day of judgment; namely, that as heis, so are we in this
world: [we delight to do the Father’s will, as he delighted ;
we renounce the world, a3 he renounced it; we are hated by
the world, as he was hated by it.]



64 THE LORD’S SUPPER.

There is no [servile] fear in love ; but perfect love casteth
out [such] fear: because [servile] fear hath torment. He
that feareth [thus] is not wmade perfect in love. We love

' him, because ‘he first Joved us.—And this commandment we

have from him, That he who loveth Geod, loves his brother
also. -

Thisis a faithful saying, and worthy of all agceptation; that
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. He came

~ net to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life

a fansom for many. 1am the good Shepherd, said he. The
good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. I am the good
Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine,. As

the Father knoweth me, so know I the Father; and I lay down.

my life for the sheep. Therefore doth my Father love me,
because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. No
man taketh if from me, but I lay it down of myself; I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to takeitagain. This
commandment have I received of my Father.

He suffered for us, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us unto God.—He bore our sins in his own body on the
tree. God made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

He was wounded for our fransgression ; he was bruised for
our iniquity ; the chastisement of our peace was laid upon
him, and by his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep
had gone astray, and the Lord laid upon him the 1mqmty of
us all,

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth ; he was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as
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s sheep before hershearers is dumb, so he opened not his
mouth.

He was taken from prison and from judgment ; and who shail
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of
the living ; for the transgression of the Lord’s people was he
stricken.

And he made his grave with the wiched, and with the rich
in his death, though he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth.

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows ;
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

The bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven,
and giveth life to the world. I am the bread of life; he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on
me shall never thirst.

I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the
wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh
down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.

I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If
any man eat this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of
the world.

We eat the Lord’s flesh, when we believe that his body was
offered and broken upon the cross for us, and thus receive and
apply to ourselves the benefit of his vicarious death. We
then feed upon him, as it were, in our spirits ; we feel that in
Christ we have all that we need; we desire no other food for
the soul; and the life that is nourished inus, is a life that shall
never cease, nor grow feeble. Receive this bread as the sym-
bol of that by which the soul shall be fed.

5
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[In giving the cup.] .
After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had

supped, saying, This eup is the New Testament in my blood,

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins.

This do in remembrance of me. As often as ye eat of this

bread, and drink this cup, ye do show forth the Lord’s death,
until he come.

We commemorate his death, in which his blood was freely
shed for us. It was the greatexpiation for sin, which was pre-
figured in the sacrifice that was offered by the priest in the
temple. Not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own
blood, he entered once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of
goats, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit, offer-

ed himself without spot to God, purge your consciences from
\ dead works, to serve the living God.

| For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the figures of the true ; but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us; noryet that he
should offer himself often, as the high-priest entereth into the
holy place every year with the blood of others; for then must he
often have suffered since the foundation of the world ; but now
once, in the end of the world, hath he appeared, to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself. And asit is appointed unto men
J once to die, but after this the judgment; so Christ was once
offered to bear;the sins of many; and unto them that look forhim
,‘ shall he appear the second time, without sin, unto salvation.

Every priest standeth daily ministerfng, and offering often-
times the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.
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But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, forev‘ir
sat down on the right hand of God ; from henceforth exp;:. -
ing till his enemies be made his footstool For F)y one offer-
ing he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.

In him we have redemption through his blood, even the for-
i i i iches of his grace.
iveness of sins, according to the ric i
¥ For by grace’ are ye saved, through faith ; and that not of
yourselves ; it is the gift of God ; not of works, lest any man
should boast. ; y

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we ha've f.ellow
ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Chr).tzt his Son
cleanseth us from all sin. If we say, We have not smued,fwe
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If \fve conde:s
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us trom all unrighteousness. ;

If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, J e:sus
Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins;
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the wholie world.

Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and

" gold, from your vain conversation, but with the precious blood

of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

He was foreordained before the foundation of the vi/orld, but
was manifested in these last times for you, who by him do b‘e-
lieve in God, that raised him from the .dea.d, and gave him
glory, that your faith and hope might be in God.

The cup of blessing which we bless is the commt}nion of the
blood of Christ. It is the symbol of the blood which he sfhed
in his death. In receiving it at the Lord’s Table, ar}d drm‘l;:}-l
ing of it in remembrance of him, we have communion Wi
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him, as well as with one another. Truly, saith the apostle,
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ.  And the Lord himself has said, He that hath my
commandments, and keepeth them, he itis that loveth me;
and he that loveth me, shall be loved of my Father, and I will
love him, and will manifest myself to him.—If a man love me,
he will keep my words ; and my Father will love him, and we
will come to him, and make our abode with him,

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you. Whosoever eateth my flesh,

and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise him
up at the last day.

For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in
me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I
live by the Father, so he that eateth me, even he shall live by
me.

Jesus lived by the Father through faith in him, believing
all that God has revealed by his works and in his word con-
cerning himself. So we live by the Savior through faith in
him, believing all that the Scriptures have attested concerning
him; and especially believing this great truth, that he died
for us {o make atonement for sin, and that we haye forgiveness
of sins and eternal life through hisblood. His body was broken
for us, and his blood was shed for us, for the remission of sins.
This fundamental fact is represented to us, and is called up to
our minds and impressed upon the heart, when we receive this
bread and this wine in remembrance of him. Itisin believing
it that the soul is nourished and invigorated, and that it feeds,
as it were, upon the body and the blood of Jesus Christ.

T ————
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There is no difference ; for all have sinnet_i z'md come .shor
of the glory of God ; the glory which God originally ('ieszgned
for man, even eternal life ; being justified i}eely by l]l]ls gr:::&
{ : it is in Christ Jesus; whom
through the redemption that is in fentin ;. B
hath :et forth to be a propitiation thruugh.fmth %n;hxs b;o:d, ::
declare his righteonsness for the remission of sins tha z;ﬁs
past, through the forbearance of God; to decla.'re, ‘I sa;;_,l ;
righ”ceousneés, that he might be just, and the justifier of him

\at believeth in Jesus. ; Y
thz'tlt‘h;; is no salvation in any other, neither is any oth‘(:r
name given under heaven among men, by which we can be

but the name of Jesus. 5
sa‘;ﬁ;re is one God, and one Mediator between God and maxt),
the man Jesus Christ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time. -

: &efter that the kindness and love of God our Sa.v%or to;vlvard
m;n appeared ; not by works of rightequsness which we hr.zve
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the \Z?shugi
of re;;eneration, and renewing of the I(‘IJ;)]I}{ 1:Ghosts ,a ;;70 rlc i

h Jesus Christ our :

hed on us abundantly, throug X :
;e?ngo justified by his grace, we should be made heirs accord
ing to the hope of eternal life.

[ When all have communed, the following portion of the 103d

Im may be read.] = .
Psla ”]1318553/ the Lord, O my soul, and all that is in me, bless his

h°;Y r]?l:::the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benleﬁ}t]s.
3. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
dlfa‘;e\;k.lo redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth

thee with loving kindness and tender mercies.
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5. Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagles.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
plenteous in mercy.

9. He will not always chide ; neither will he keep his an-
ger for ever.

10. He hath not dealt with us after our sins ; nor rewarded
us according 1o our iniquities.

11. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his
mercy toward them that fear him.

12. As far as the east is from the west, so far has he remo-
ved our transgressions from us,

13. Like a Father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him. :

14. For he knoweth our frame ; he remembereth that we
are dust.

15. As for man, his days are as grass; as the flower of the
field, so he flourisheth,

16. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone, and the
place thereof shall know it no more.

17. But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever.
lasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto
children’s children 3

18. To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remem-
ber his commandments to do them,

20. Bless the Lord, ye his angels that excel in strength,
that do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of his
word.

21. Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his
that do his pleasure.

22. Bless the Lord, all his works,

in all places of his do-
minion ; bless the Lord, O my soul,
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[Another suitable hymn may now be sung.—Instead of it a
brief admonition may be addressed to the congregation. Bo_th
may have place successively, or both be omitted, as time and cir-
cumstances may require.]
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INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS.

[Elders end Deacons being previously chosen by the congre-
gation, they shall be requested, after the sermon, to present
themselves, and the minister shall address them, as Jollows.]

[ When a new church is constituled, the order preseribed in the
Jorm for that solemnity shall be observed.

The offices of Elders and Deacons were instituted in the
Christian Church by the apostles, who in so doing acted con-
formably to the mind of Christ.

We read in the Acts of the Apostles, chap. 14. 23, that the
apostles ordained Elders in every church; thatis, in every
congregation of Christians gathered by them in the places
where they had preached the gospel.  When the apostles did
not themselves appoint these officers, they committed the ap-
peintment of them to evangelists whom they left at their de-
parture for the purpose of organizing the churches they had
collected. Thus we read (Titus 1. 5,) that Paul left Titus
in Crete, “that he should set in order the things that were
wanting, and ordain Elders in every city.”

These Elders were the spiritual guides and rulers of their
respective churches. They had the oversight of the flock.
Their duty was to watch over the spiritual interests of the gouls
committed to their care.

Though all these Elders were spiritual guides and rulers,
they did not all statedly perform the same duties. The 2pos-
tle says, (1 Tim, $.17.) «Let the Elders that rule well be
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accounted worthy of double honor ; especially they who labor
in the word and doctrine.” From these words itappears that,
though all the Elders were employed in ruling the chuz:ch,
they did not all statedly minister in the word and' doctrine.
They were, consequently, distinguished as feaching Elders
and ruling Elders. The former were the ordina‘ry prea'chf:rs
of the gospel ; the latter were employed chiefly in the discip-
line and government of the church. Ruling Elders were fmt pro-
hibited from teaching. They were the associates of thffl]‘ breth-
ren in the office to which were committed the spiritual interfests
of the church ; and as such they performed whatever services
were necessary on their part for the edification ofits members.
The nature and design of the office of Deacons appears from
the history in Acts 6.1-6. <And in those days, when the
number of the disciples was multiplied, there was a.'mufmur-
ing of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows
were neglected in the daily ministrations. Then the .twelve
called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said: It
is not reason that we should leave the word of God and serve
tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and w'isdo'm,
whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the minisiry of the
word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude ; and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the'z Holy Ghost, and
Philip, and Prochoras, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parme-
nas, and Nicolas, a proselyte of Antioch, whom they s.set be'-
fore the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid their
bands upon them.” .
From this account of the offices of Elders and Deacons it
will be -easy to infer the duties that are incumbent on those
who are invested with them.
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The Elders being the associates of the minister of the word,
they shall aid him in his ministry, by all that co-operation that
may be necessary or expedient on their part, for the spiritual
edification of the people, and the maintenance of order in the
church. Many of the duties of a minister of the gospel are
incumbent also upon the Elders, Among these duties we
may mention pastoral visitation, attention to the sick and af-
flicted, admonishmg members who are become irregularin their
conduct, and presiding or assisting in meetings for prayer and
exhortation.

The office of the Deacons being charged with the care and
management of the temporalities of the chureh, it is among
their duties to collect the alms and other contributions, which
are designed for the reliefof the poor, the support of the minis-
try, or the other necessities of the congregation, and to apply
them conscientiously to the uses for which they are intended.

The Elders and Deacons, together with the minister consti-

tute the consistory, whose duty it is to preside ove r the con-
gregation and to manage its concerns. They shall therefore
act in concert and harmeny, mutually aiding one another with
their counsel and their labors, in such manner as the best in-
terests of the Church shall require.

Now, brethren, you have been elected by this congregation
to the offices of Elders and of Deacons, and you have presen-
ted yourselves here, in the presence of God, to be solemnly
set apart to the offices to which you have respectively been
chosen. You have heard what has been stated of the nature
and design of these offices, and of the duties which belong to
them, and are aware that these duties will be expected from
you in all the extent in which you shall be able to perform
them ; and as it is essential to the welfare ot the Church that
these offices should be assumed only by those who are sineere-.

8
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ly intent to discharge them with fidelity; I ask vfou n:'a;h;le-
presence of God, whether it is yOUE purpass to per! ct)irn;l o
fully the duties of the officesio v_vhlch you are respectiv : y .~
led, according to the ability which God may give you..
s.
swfgerel ttllte minister whilst imposing his hands, shall say :] i
The Almighty and Holy God, whose servants yitl)lu ar:;ard
whom your account must be rendered, and who w re;n g
you according to your works, ac'cept your‘solenfn engag;:l 5
replenish you with his gifts, guide you with his coglx:rist p
strengthen you with his strength, through Jesus
Lo];i‘fai?h?:lni.n your calling, brethren, that you may have t;)in-
fidence in his presence, and may not bel ashamed bef(;]re $
at his coming ; and remember that he, with whom you a;:l ’
do, is the Lord, and not a man : the Ijord to whom ever;;h. es
shall bow of things in heaven and things on earth 'and tl;llg
under the earth; who shall come in the glory of his F}‘la e;;
with all his holy angels, when the heavens and the eaft ,v:au
all that interests us here, shall pass away, a:nd noth;n'g ; .
abide but that which is the object of the faithful Christian

hope.

PRAYER.

Most holy and merciful God, the hig%l and lofty One, w?o
inhabitest eternity, and dwellest also with them that a.ret ;) ea
contrite spirit and of an humble heart, look, we pray ¢ ev ;
with favor and kindness upon tthhy _st-;;var;t:; :}llli(:x;x t;]n;; h:ve

i e, set apart to the office . "
!1::‘:: lcl:ltl:dy.n;n;rd, hastpthou called tl_xem? Is the. voice ofl'ltjn:
congregation the voice of God? 8o it should be: so we hop

——————

— L
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and trust it is. Though there be much infirmity in all that is
done by the children of men, it is nevertheless all under thy
overruling Providence ; and if a#sparrow does not fall to the
ground without thee, these brethren have not been chosen
and consecrated fo their office without thy appointment. And
now, Lord God, do thou glorify thyself in them, and in the
congregation through them. Give them a heart to do all thy
pleasure ; keep them from fdoing that which is evil in thy
sight; instruct them in the knowledge of thy will ; strengthen
them with might, by thy spirit, in the inner man ; make them
examples to the church in word, in conversation, in charity,
in spirit, in faith, in purity ; and let them not rest contented
while any thing, which they can do, remains to be done, for
the edification of thy people and the honor of thy most holy
name. If they met with trials in the discharge of their several
duties, support them under them with the consolations that
come from above. If they learn that in the world they have
trouble, may they always find  that in thee they have peace.
Teach them to look upon Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith ; who, for the joy set before him, endured the cross, de-
spising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
majesty on high ; and to imitate the example he gave us, when
he bore with meekness the contradiction of sinners, and com-
mitting himself to thee, who art the righteous Judge, pursued
with undeviating steps the path of holy obedience. Regard
in merey also their brethren in office, with whom they are as~
sociated. Let thy spirit rest upon the whole congsistory.

Unite them in counsel and in action, that they may co-operate
harmoniously in every good work. Bless the congregation.
Pour out thy Spirit upon it, that thy people may grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lerd Jesus Christ; that they
may cause their light to shine before men, and may have much
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joy and peace in believing ; and that those who are yet with-
out God, and those who are out of the way, may be brought
near to thee, and be made joyful partakers of thy glorious sal-
vation. Hear us in heaven for the sake of Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

[ The minister shall then give the right hand of ﬁllowsth to
each of the brethren. If he think proper, and time will permit,
he may address an appropriate but brief exhortation to the con-
gregation ; wpon which he shall dismiss them with the benedic-
tion.} ;

i

i

.I_
T

.‘ -_;'(_ ."2\\."“4 .

E




78

CONSTITUTING OF A CHURCH.

{ When a sufficient number of persons are desirous of forming
themselves into @ new church or congregation, and of being so-
lemnly constituted such, having at a previous meeling chosen their
Elders and Deacons, they shall assemble for public worship, and
some ordained minister of the gospel, a member of the same
Classis to whose jurisdiction the congregation will belong, shall
install their officers and recognize them as a church, subject tothe
revision and judgment of the Classis.]

[After an appropriate hymn and prayer, with which the ser-
vice shall commence, the following form shall be recited :]

Beloved brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ, the object of
your meeting here, at this time, is that you be solemnly con-
stituted a church or congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Christian church is a collective body of persons, called
out from the world, and consecrated to the service of God,
through the Lord Jesus Christ.

The term church is now ordinarily given to a house set apart °

for the worship of God ; but in its primary signification it de-
notes, not the house, but the assembly who worship in it. In
the most general sense, the church is the collective body of
Christians throughout the world. Ina particular sense, it is
a portion of the Christian community, who are united in one
creed and one mode of worship, differing in some respeets
from others; as the Reformed, the Lutheran, the Episcopal
Church. In a more limited sense, it is the collective body of
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individuals who are united under the ministry of one pastor,
or are governed by one consistory ; and in this sense the term
church is synonymous with congregation.

The Christian church is called out from the world by the
gospel. Its members are believers. They receive Jesus as
the Christ, the apostles as the messengers of God, and the gos-
pel as the system of truth emanating from God, by which alone
we can be saved. They regard the death of Jesus as the pro-
pitiation for their sins, and look for justification before God
only to his free grace.

Christians are called to eternal life ; they are called to join
a celestial family, who are destined to inherit a blissful im-
mortality in a future state of existence, where Jesus Christ
shall appear as their head and Lord, and they shall be his peo-
ple ; where their condition shall be like that of the angels of
heaven, and God will be their Father, and they shall be his
children. They are appointed to be conformed to the image
of the Son of God, in his moral character, in his trials, and in
his glory. Like him they shall triumph over death and the
grave, and live for ever in the presence of God, and in the en-
joyment of his favor.

Christians are called to be saints. They are consecrated to
the service of God by their baptism, and they renew their en-
gagement to a holy life, from time to time, by their communion
in the Lord’s Supper. As saints their fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ; and their duty is to
wallk in the light, as God is in the light; to purify themselves
as Christ is pure. They must not be conformed to this world,
but he transformed by the renewing of their minds, that they
may learn by their experience what is that good and accepta-
ble and perfect will of God. They are not their own, but are
bought with a price, and are therefore bound to glorify God in
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their bodies and their souls, which are his. If we have the
mind of Christians, none of us, as the apostle says, liveth to
himself, and none of us dieth to himself ; for whetner we live,
we live unto the Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the
Lord ; so that whether living or dying, we feel and we ac-
knowledge that we are his.

Such, beloved brethren, is your calling. In constituting
yourselves a Christian church, you profess to go out from the
world, to trust in Jesus Christ, to lay hold of the promise of
life, and to consecrate yourselves to the service of God; you
profess that you are not of the world, as Christ is not of the
world, and that you are not your own, but his. Take heed,
brethren, that what you do be right in the sight ot God. Err
not ; for he is not mocked with impunity. Let your profes-
sion be sincere. Let your consecrating of yourselves to God
be the act of the heart. Exercise that faith which realizes
every where the presence of God, and feels the truth of his
word. Cherish that hope of eternal life which lifts the mind
above the interests of this world, and causes the affections to
dwell on things in heaven. Letthatlove be in you that makes
every duty easy and pleasant, and is itself the essence of all
Christian vrrtue.

Many are called, but few are chosen. The kingdom of
heaven is like a field in which the wheat and the tares grow
together ; it is like a net that is cast into the sea and encloses
both good and bad ; it is like unto ten virgins who went out to
meet the bridegroom, of whom five were wise and five were
foolish. We have reason theretore to believe that this church
will exhibit the same character, and will contain within it
both such as are Christians indeed, and such 2s have only the
form of godliness, but not the power. None of you, brethren,
must regard your connexion with this church as an evidence
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of your title to heaven. You are called indeed by the gospel ;
but see to it that you are chosen also, and that you experience
in yourselves the power of the gospel, as the power of God to
save you. “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”
«Add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to
knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, and to
patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and
to brotherly kindness ¢harity. For if these things be in you
and abound, they will make you that ye be neither barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Buthe
that lacketh these things, is blind and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. ~ Where-
fore, brethren, rather give diligence to make your calling and
election sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall;
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”

And now, brethren, if such be your sense of your high cal-
ling in Christ Jesus, and your purpose be sincere to walk
worthy of it, and you thus desire to be constituted a church of
Christ, declare that such is your mind by rising from your
seats,

[ Here all who are truly so minded shall arise and again re-
sume their seats. Only those who give this pledge shall be ad-
mitted members of the church. The minister shall then pro-

~ceed.]

Inasmuch as you have given this pledge of your willingness
to walk worthy of the Christian vocation, I do hereby recog-
nize you as a church of the Lord Jesus Christ; and may the
Spirit of God dwell in your midst, as in his temple, and so fill
you with his gracious influences that your joy may be full.
Amen.

6
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PRAYER.

[During which the whole congregation shall kneel.]

Our Father, who art in heaven, we come to thee in the
name of Jesus Christ, our only high priest and mediator, trus-
ting in the expiation which he made for sin by his death, and
in his name we call upon thee as our Faiher, and our God.
We give thee heéarty thanks that thy holy gospel is come to
us; that we are taught by it to know thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast senf.” We thank thee that
we are called by thy gospel unto eternal life ; that thou ena-
blest us to accept thy merciful invitation, and to consecrate
ourselves to thy service as those who are not their own but
thine. Look now on us from heaven, O God, in the greatness

“of thy love ; pardon our infirmity, and cleanse and sanctify,
through-the atonement of Jesus, the offering we bring. Let
it not be only the praise of the lips, nor the transient feeling
of the heart that we offer, but ourselves. Prepare us to con-
secrate {o thee our bodies and our souls, as a living sacrifice,
and as our reasonable service ; deeply sensible that our whole
life, and all that we are, is thine, and that we are bound always
to serve thee with all the heart, and with all the soul, and with
all the mind, and with all the strength. Form in us the mind

‘of Jesus, that we may be prepared to be his faithful followers
in the great example he has given us in the conduct of his
life, and may adorn our profession of faith, and may honor
thee after the similitude of Jesus in all our conduct. Then
shall our light shine before men that they may see our good
works, and may glorify thee, our heavenly Father, by turning
to thee from the world and owning, in their obedience, the
tiuth of thy gospel; and thus shall we be a light unto others,

and shall direct their feet also into the way of peace. Pour

B4
CONSTITUTING OF A CHURCH. 83

out upon us asa church, and as individuals, much of thy Spirit;
let thy truth be always with us, and thy work always amongst
us ; leave us not to ourselves, and forsake us not, though we
be unworthy of thy presence and of the light of thy counte-
nance; for by thee only can we live and prosper, ‘and by thy
grace alone can we be kept from falling. O righteous Father,
strengthen us from heaven, that we may well employ the sea-
son of probation, as the seedtime for eternity, and may have
treasures in heaven; and fit us for an inheritance among the
saints in light, when this earthly state shall terminate, and the
flesh shall return to the dust from which it came. Hear us,
O ‘Lord, and answer us in our petition; yet not.as we will,
but as thou wilt; and to thee, the King immortal, invisible,
the only wise God ; who alone hast immortality, and alone a.rt
good ; 1o thee be glory, forever and ever, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. -

[ Here the Elders and Deacons shall be installed agreeably to
the prescribed form ; after whicha short sermon shall be preach-
ed. But if there are two services in the day, the ordaining of
the Elders and Deacons may be reserved until the afternoon,and
the sermon w the morning may be proportionably longer.}
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THE LAYING OF A CORNER STONE.

[After the sermon, the officers and members of the congrega-
tion being present, the presiding minister shall address them as
Jollows :}

Beloved brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are present
here this day for the purpose of laying, with suitable solemni-
ty, the corner stone of an edifice which you desire to erect
for the worship of God. No law of God requires you so to do 5
itis your own spontaneous act, proceeding, we trust, from that

feeling of piety which ought to characterize you asa Christian
congregation, and acceptable to God only so far as it springs
from such a source.

The corner stone, to which frequent allusion is made in the
Holy Scriptures, was a part of the foundation on which the
edifice rested. ¢Behold,” says the Lord in Isaiah, ¢I lay in
Zion, for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, @ sure foundation ; he that believeth shall not make

haste.” And in Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians :—<“Being

built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets ; Jesus
Christ being the chief corner Stone.” It was placed in the
corner where it bound the two walls that met'thére, and held
them together. One corner stone was laid updn another ; and
the same was done at each of the four coraers of the building.
The corner stones were therefore many ; butall of them taken
collectively were spoken of as one. A single stone of pecu-
liar magnitude, strength and beauty, which was laid in one of
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the corners, either at the top or the bottom of the foundation
wall, was the representative of all the rest, and of the whole
foundation, and was emphatically called the corner stone, the
chief corner stone, or the head of the corner. Hence Jesus
Christ is called both the foundation and the corner stone in the
edifice of Christianity ; by which figure is meant, that what is
taught concerning him in the gospel, is that essential part of
our religion which sustains and holds together the whole sys-
tem, and without which Christianity falls to the ground.

The laying of the corner stone is the decisive act in the
commencement of vur edifice ; that act by which itis announ-
ced that a beginning is made to build the house : it is particu-
larly so, when the corner stone is placed in the bottom of the
foundation, and is the first stone that is laid. This act has
therefore usually been made a prominent one, and has been
accompanied with certain solemnities, when the edifice to be
erected is designed for some important public object.

If the solemnities at the laying of a corner stone are relig-
ious, they are addressed to God, and contain an acknowledg-
ment of dependence on him, both in the attempt to erect the
«difice, and in the prosecution of the object for which it is
intended. Such an acknewledgment is both proper and use-
ful’; it gives to God an honor which is due to him, and at the
same time impresses our hearts with reverence and awe to-
ward him. <Except the Lord build the house, they labor in
vain who build it.”* This was the sentiment of Solomeon, the
wisest and richest of the kings of Israel, whose prosperity in
all his great undertakings was so remarkable, and brought so

. much glory to his reign. It becomes us, like him, on all oc-
. casions, especially in every important matter, to be deeply

sensible of the power, the universal dominion, the allwise,
holy and irresistible government-of God; to feel that, in his
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presence, we are nothing but an effect of his power, depen-
dent on his pleasure for each moment of our existence ; that

* we cannot even move without him ; that the success of all our
exertions-depends upon him ; and that, when we design to
honor him, or to promote the public good, it is for him to say
whether we are the instruments, and our measures the means,
which he will choose to employ for those ends. When David
thought to built a house of God, the Lord forbade him, and
said, I have chosen thy son to build me an house.

Let us therefore humble ourselves before God, and confess
his name, and seek his favor in solemn prayer.

PRAYER.,

Lord our God, who art the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the same without change from everlasting to everlasting; who
fillest all places with thy presence, pervading universal nature,
and manifesting thyselfin thy glorious attributes through all thy
works; thou reignest in heaven and on earth, and doest what-
soever seemeth good to thee, and there is none that can resist
thee, nor say to thee, What doest thou ?

We desire, O God, to be wholly guided by thy good plea-
sure, and we beseech thee to hear us only so far as our peti-
tions are in accordance thereto. Thou knowest the object for
which we are now assembled and discernest the thought of
every heart. Grant, O Lord, that, in erecting this house, we
may have no desire which thou disapprovest; no motive or
end but to promote thy glory, and to edify ourselves and others
in thy truth. Mercifully accept our purpose to erect this
house for the worship of thy hame ; prosper our work, and
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heart deviseth his way; but the Lord directeth his steps.”
We confess unto thee that, without thy favor, our counsels
and’our exertions avail nothing. We cannot erect this house,
nor attain to the end at which we aim, by any strength of our
own, if the Lord be against us. We therefore turn to th.ee and
humbly beseech thee to grant us thy presence and the light of
thy countenance, to the end that we may be prospered. Do
thou also cause our undertaking to be subsew'\ent to thy glory,
and to the interests of our souls, and of the soulsof many wl}o
may come to this place to hear thy gospel, and to worship
thee. May we find here a house of God, w.here many are
born again, and a gate of heaven through which many shall
enter into eternal life. May we serve thee in sm-gleness of
heart, doing all thy pleasure, and learn in our experience that
it is blessed to serve thee, and that we are most happy when
we live nearest to thee, and are most devoted to thy glory.
Hear us, O Lord ; for thou art our God in whom we trust.
Let us find favor in thy sight, and let thy great mercy be upon
us. Pardon our sin and our infirmity, and accept our prayer,
through the merit of Jesus Christ our Savior ; and to thee, the .
living God, to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost,

rever and ever. Amen.
2 [g;Z f;:e stone shall be laid and adjusted, and the presiding
minister shall say the following form :] .

In the name of the triune God, the Father,‘ the Son and
the Holy Ghost, we lay this stone for a fou}ldatlon of a hm.lse
of worship to be consecrated to his service. In so doing
we acknowledge his all-ruling Providence, and trust'to I'us
power and wisdom, and goodnes}s ; and may the mﬁnfte
Lord hear us, and in his mercy accept us, through Jesus Christ.
Amen. .
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[ Here shall be read the 96th Psalm, as follows :]

1. O Sine unto the Lord a new song: sing unto. the Lord
all the earth.

2. Sing unto the Lord, bless his name ; shew forth his sal-
vation from day to day.

3. Declare his glory among the Heathen, his wonders among
all people.

4. For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised ; heisto
be feared above all gods.

5. For all the gods of the nations are idols; but the Lord
made the heavens.

6. Honor and majesty are before him ; strength and beauty
are 1 his sanctuary.

7. Give unto the Lord, O ye kxndreds of the people, give
unto the Lord glory and strength.

8.. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name ; bring
an offering, and come unto his courts.

9. O'worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; fear be-
fore him, all the ‘earth.

10. Say among the Heathen that the Lord reigneth, the
world also shall be established that it shall not be moved ; he
shall judge the people righteously.

11. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let’

the sea roar, and the fulness thereof,

12: Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein ; then shall
all the trees of the wood rejoice

‘18. Before the Lord ; for he cometh, for he cometh to judge
the earth; he shall judge the world with nghteousness, and
the people with his trath. Amen

[Here the 96th Psalm, or an appropriate hymm, sholl be
sung ; and the people shall then be dmmssed with the usual
benediction.]
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LIf it be desiradle to prolong the service, a concluding ad-
dress may be given to the people, before the last hymn is

sung.]




DEDICATION OF A CHURCH.

The public worship of God is 2 divine institution, founded
in the nature of man as a rational dependent being, and in
positive appointment. We find it existing as early as the time
of Enos, the Son of Seth, and the third from Adam. In Gen.
4.26, weread: <“Then began men to call upon the name of
the Lord.” In this place the author cannot mean that men
then began to pray, or to worship in private, as individuals, or
as families ; for, doubtless, the first parents of our race prayed
and worshiped God ; and in the same chapter we are told that
Cain and Abel brought sacrifices to the Lord. By the “calling
upon the name of the Lord,” in this place, we must therefore
understand the public worship of God in a solemn assembly.
After the expulsion of Cain, as soon as Enos was become the
head of a family, when only three families that feared God
wére yet in existence, the appointment was made to meet to-
gether in a public assembly, at stated times, in one place, to
call upen God in prayer and thanksgiving, and to offer a sac-
rifice in common for the whole people.

The Mosaic dispensation was designed to preserve and es-
tablish the doctrine of the divine unity, and the worship of the
one true God, in opposition te the numerous deities of the sur-
rounding heathen nations. In pursuance of that design one
sacred place was appointed for the whole people, one altar
was erected, and the times and the ceremonies of worship
were prescribed with great minuteness ; and from the time of

L ———

PEDICATICN OF A CHURCH. 91

Solomon down to the time of Christ, the temple in Jerusalem
was the only authorized house of public sacrifice and prayer
for all nations; all other temples, as well as all other gods,

being disowned and declared unclean. :

“The religion of Jesus Christ is intended to be the religio

" ot the whole world. It is a mere spiritual worship, not con-

firmed to particular places, nor to parti_cula.r time.s, nor consi_st-
ing in any prescribed ceremonies, besides the simple but sig-
nificant ordirance of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. ®The
hour cometh,” said Jesus, when ye shall neitherin this moun-
tain, nor yet in Jerusalem, worship the F*(.xther.”;—“The hox.xr
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Eather seeke'th SI‘lch
to worship him. Geod is a spirit; .and they that worship him,
must ‘worship him in spirit and in truth.” . John 4. 21-24.
Christian worship derives no sanctity from th.e place wher'e
it is performed. Under the Christian dispensatxox.l no p!ace is
in itself holier than ancther; but places of worship derive .all
their sanctity from the worship to which they are appx}-opna,-'
ted. ¢Where two or three are gathered togetherin my name,
said Jesus, ¢there am I in the midst of them :>> and where the
presence of Jesus is, there.is the house of Ged and the gate of
“ 7 .
he’i‘heentime for the public worship of God, is appointed in the
Christian Church by the Lord. It is the first day of the week,
the day or which the Lord rose from the dead, an(% was “d.e-
clared to be the Son of God with power,” the Prince of life
and the Redeemer from the grave. Particular f.hurches may
meet indeed on any day also, but the Lord’s day is set apart for
the whole Church throughout the world, in'order that all tlfe
people of God, may appear before him 'thh one _accord, ;;
united prayerjand thanksgiving. Thatday is holy andissetapi
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to a holy use ; and it should not therefore be profaned by secu-
lar pursuits, or by wordly pleasures.

As all cannot meet in one place, though all can worship
God on the same day, the places of meeting must be many ;
and every Christian assembly is at liberty to choose its own
place, and to erect its own house of worship. But when a
place has been chosen and a house erected, the use to which
it is destined should ordinarily forbid every other use, to the
end'that none but religious associations may arise in the minds

of those who assemble there, and that earthly thoughts and
feelings may not mingle and blend with those which are hea-

venly. The great object of desire is to secure, as far as it is
possible, a spiritual worship, not consisting in mere customs
and forms, but in the attention and the devoutness of the heart.
For this purpose the day should be marked by a sacred still-
ness, and the place of worship by a sanctity that may over-
spread the mind with a religious solemnity and awe.

The consecrating of a house of worship is the setting of it
upart from a commen to a sacred use.. It is thereby dedicated
exclusively to the service of God. A sacredness is imparted
to it by the use to which it is appointed. It becomes united
with our religion, with the awful idea of God, and with the
doctrines, the duties, the hope and the consolations of Chris-
tianity ; and it parlakes, in a measure, of the same sanctity.
All secular transactions in it, especially snch as are charae-
terized by {rivolity or by wickedness, would desecrateit, and
impair its religious effect, and are therefore precluded.

The congmgatxon, who are now assembled in this «place,
have erected this house for the w orship of Ged, and desire that
it be solemnly set apart to that object. They have given to it
the name of- ; and by this name we now set
apart this house, and dedicate it to the worship of the triune
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God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit ; and henceforth
let this house be a house of God, where his name shall be

* henored, and his gospel shall be proclaimed, and his blessings

shall descend from heaven upon his children. Amen.

PRAYER.

O Lord, our God; there is no God beside thee. Thou art
the maker of heaven and earth, and of all things that are in
them.

We also are the work of thy hands, and live and move and:
have our being by thee. We are fearfully and wonderfully
made; and thy kind providence watches over us, and provides
for all our wants. Thy mercies, O God, are over all thy
works.

But especially hast thou manifested thy mercy in the pro-
vision which* is made for our souls; in the gift of thy dear
Son; in the promise of the forgiveness of sins, and of thy
sanetifying spirit; and in the prospect which is given us be-
yond this present life, where the darkness of the. grave is dis-
sipated, and a blissful and glorious immortality appears. «In
this was manifested the love of God towards us, that God sent
his only begotten Son into the world, that we through him
might live. Herein is love, not that we loved God; but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins,” For this love -especially do we praise thee, and bring
unto thee our humble thanksgivings. All eother manifasta-
tions of thy goodness are overpowered by this greater light,
even ags the glory of the starry firmanent disappears before the
splendor of the rising sun. It is here we learn to feel that
God is love, and that the Most High is a Father to whom the
aspirations of the heart can rise without servile fear. It is
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here we obtain that hope which is better than life, and which
remains unhurt, and is triumphant, in the hour that terminates
all other good. For this, O Lord, we adore thee ; and we
pray thee to give us grace from heaven to bring unto thee, in

all the conduct of life, and in all the affections of the heart, a ,

more perfect offering of praise. -

We give thee thanks, O God, for the foundation of thy
church on earth, for thy holy oracles, and for the ministry of
thy word. We thank thee that, by thy providence, this house

_has been erected for the worship of thy name, that the gospel

of thy Son may be proclaimed in it, and sinners may be called
to repentance, and thy people may be edified in it unto eter-
nal life. We pray thee now to aceept the work of our hands.
Let this house be indeed a house of God. Let thy presence
be in it, and dwell thou in the midst of the assembly that shall
worship here. Give to it ministers of thy gospel who shall be
men after thy own heart, and own and bless their labors, with
copious effusions of thy Spirit, that they may be effectual in
the conversion of sinners from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, and in waking up thy people more
and more, and edifying them in their holy faith. - When thy
people bring to thee their thanksgiving for the gifts of thy
providence, accept their offering, and bless them in it, that
their joy may be full; and when, in a season of calamity and
distress, they humble themselves before thee, and implore thy

mercy, hear thou in heaven, and pity them ; forgive their sins
that may have provoked thy displeasure, and deliver them :
or comfort and support’them under their trial, and sanctlfy
their affliction unto them, that it may bring forth, in due time,
the peaceful fruits of righteousness. Cause thy name to be
hallowed, and thy kingdom to come, and thy will to be dene,
by means of this house, both ameng the congregation wha
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shall worship in it, and in the community among which they
dwell; that our labor be not in vain; that there may be joy
in heaven over sinners who repent; and that we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed in the presence of Jesus, at his
coming. Hear us, we beseech thee, O God of all grace, Fath-
er of light, and Fountain of good. Let our prayer come up
before thee, and be acceptable, through the merit of Jesus
Christ, and do unto us according to thy great mercy and love ;
and unto thee, the King immortal, invisible ; who alone art

‘mighty, and wise, and good : who dwellest in light which no

man -can approach; unto thee be all glory, through Jesus
Christ, in heaven and on earth, forever and ever. Amen.

[ Here the collection may be taken up ; after which the sermon
and other paris of the worship shall follow. The dedication
shall be preceded by an iniroductory hymn and prayer.]



BURIAL OF THE DEAD.

[ When the corpse has been laid in the grave, before the earih
is cast upon it, the following shall be said. When a sermon is
preached inthe church, the portion included between brackets [ ]
shall be omitted af the grave, and be read in the church before
the sermon.]

Man that is born of a woman, is of few days, and full of

trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down, he
fleeth also as a shadow and continueth not. (Job 14. 1, 2.)

All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower
of the grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away ; but the word of the Lord abideth forever. (1
Pet. 1. 24.)

4. Lord, make me to know my end, and the measure of my
days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am.

5. Behold, thou hast made my daysas a hand-breadth ; and
mine age is as nothing before thee ; verily every man at his
best state is altogether vanity.

6. Surely every man walketh in a vain shew ; Surely they

are disquieted in vain; he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not
who shall gather them.

7. And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.

8. Deliver me from all my transgressions ; make me not the
reproach of the foolish. (Ps. 89. 4-8.)
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23. O Lord, I am continually with thee: thou hast holden
me by my right hand.

24. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and aiterward
receive me to glory.

25. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none

. upon earth that I desire besides thee.

26. My flesh and my heart faileth ; but God is the sirength
of my heart, and my portion forever.

28. Itis good for me to draw near to God: I shall put my
trustin the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works. (Ps.
73. 23-28.

Let not your heart be troubled, saith the Lord; believe in
God ; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions. 1f it were not so, I would have told you. Igo to
‘prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you to myself, that where
1 am ye may be also. (John 14. 1--4.)

I am the resurrection and the ife ; he that believeth in me,
though He were dead, yet shall he live ; and he that liveth, and
believeth in me shall never die. (John 11. 25, 26.) :

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna-
tion ; but is passed from death unto life. (John 5. 24.)

This is the will of him that sent me, that -whosoever seeth
the Son, and believeth in him, may have everlasting life; and
I will raise him up again at the last day. (John 6. 40.)

- 1 Cor. 15. 20, &e.
[ 20. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
first-fruits of them that slept. 21. For sinceby man came
7
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death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22. For.

as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
23. But every man in his own order: Christ the First-fruits ;
afterwards they that are Christ’s at his coming. 24. Then
cometh the end, when he shall deliverup the kingdom to God,
even the Father; when he shall put down all rule, and all
authority, and power. 25. For he must reign, till he hath
put all enemies under his feet. 26. The last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death. 27. For he hath put all things under
his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it
is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things-un-
der him. 28. And when all things shall be subdued unto him,
then shall the Son himself also be subject to him that' did put
all things under him, that God may be all in all.

29. Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead ?
if the dead rise not at all, why are they baptized for the dead ?
30. And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? 81. Iprotest
by your rejoicing, which I have in Christ Jesus, I die daily.

.32. 1l after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us
eat and drink ; for fo-morrow we die. 83. Be not deceived;

evil communications eorrupt good morals. 84. Awake to
righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge
of God : I speak this to your shame.

85. But some man will say, How are the dead raised ? and

~with what body do they come? 36. Thou fool, that which

thou sowest is not quickened, except it die. 87. And that
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but
bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain.
38. But God giveth it a body, as it hath pleased him, and to
every seed his own body. 39. All flesh is not the same flesh ;
but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts
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another of fishes, and another of birds. 40. There are also
celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the
celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrialis another. 41.
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars; for ene star differeth from ano-
ther star in glory. 42. So also is the resurrection of the dead.
It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in incorruption: 43. It
is sown in dishonor; it is raisedin glory ; itis sown inweak-
ness; it is raised in power : 44. It is sown in a natural body ;
it is raised a spiritual body. 45. And so itis written, The first
man, Adam, was made a living soul ; the last Adam was made
a quickening spirit. 46. Howbeit that was not first which is
spiritual, but that which is natural ; and afterward that which
is spiritual. 47. The first man is of the earth, earthy : the se-
cond man is the Lord from heaven.. 48. Asisthe earthy,such
are they also that are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, suchare
they also that are heavenly. 49. And as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall bear the image of the heavenly.

50. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot in-

‘herit the kingdofn of God ; neither doth corruption inherit in-

corruption. 51. Behold, I shew you a mystery: We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52. In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed. 53. For this corruptible must put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54. So when
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mor-
tal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
55. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic-
tory?. 56. The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin
is the law. 57. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
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vietory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58. Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, immovable, always aboun-
ding the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your la-
bor is not in vain in the Lord.]

[Instead of the Joregoing the following may be read, from 2
Cor. 5. 1-10.]

[ 1. For we know, that if our earthly house of this taber-
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2. For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house
which is from heaven: 3. Ifsobe that being clothed, we shall
not be found naked. 4. For we that are in thig tabernacle,
do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be uneclo-
thed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of
life. 5. Now he that hath wrought us for the self same thing
is God, who also hath given us the earnest of the spirit. 6.
Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we
are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 7.

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 8. We are confident, -

I say, and willing rather to be -absent from the body, and to be
present with the Lord. 9. Wherefore we labor, that whether
Ppresent or absent, we may be accepted of him. 10. For we
must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ; thatevery
One may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.] 3
[ Or the following, from Rev. 7. 9-17, and 14. 13.]

[After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and having palms in their hands;
10. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our
God who sitteth on the throne, and uato the Lamb. 11. And
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all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the
elders, and the four living creatures, and fell before the throne
on their- faces, and worshipped God. 12. Saying, Amen :
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor,
and power, and might, be unto our God forever and ever,
Amen. 13. And one of the elders answered, saying unto me,
What are these which are arrayed in white robes ? and whence
came they? 14, And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest,
And he said to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and have made them
white in the blood of the lamb. 15. Therefore are they be-
fore the throne of God, and serve him night and day in his
temple ; and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among
them. 16. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17.
For the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. :

And I heard-a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth 4

- Yyea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors ;

and their works do follow them.]
[Or the following Jrom Rev. 20. 11, fo 21. 7.3

[And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away ; and there
was found no place for them. 12, And I saw the dead, small
and great stand before God; and the books were opened, and
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the
dead were judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works. 13. And the fea gave

" up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up

the dead which were in them; and they were Jjudged every
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man according to their works. 14. And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15. And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life, was cast
into the lake of fire.

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away ; and there waus
no more sea. 2. And I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusa-
lem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for herhusband. 8. AndI heara a great voice out of
heaven, saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and
God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4. And
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain; for the former things are passed
away. 5. And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make
all things new. And he said unto me, Write : for these words
are true and faithful. 6. And he said unto me, Itis done. I
am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of
life freely. 7. He that overcometh, shall inherit all things ;
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.] .

[ While the earth s cast upon the corpse, the following shall
be said, the words in italics being changed, as the case may re-
quire.]

Forasmuch as it has pleased Almighty God, in his wise
provideace, to take out of this world the soul of our deceased
brother, we therefore commit his body to the ground ; earth to
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; looking for the appearance
of our Lord Jesus Christ, at whose coming the dead shall be
raised, the world judged and the state of all men irreversably
fixed. Amen.
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[After o pause, during which the earth is cast into the grave,
the minister shall give notice of the sermon. 1o be preached in the
church, or wherever it may be ; if no sermon be preached, he shall
dismiss the people at the grave with the benediction. ]

"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all,
Amen. ;




