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PREFACE 

The name Immanuel mean s II God With Us lI • rie , 

who a re members of Immanue l Church , share in the 

rich heritage of t he name . Upon us r es ts t he 

r esponsibil i ty of living that lV e ma.y be worthy of 

such a name. To us it g ives the challenge to make 

our Church and even ourselves t h e d we lli ng p lace 

of the most h i gh God and t he Father of ou r Lor d 

our Heavenly Father . 

In t he tracing of t he h i stor y o f I mmanue l 

Church down t h r ou gh the ye ar s it hae been eviden t 

that God works in and throu3h indivi jual~ who are 

who l e - hearted ly dedic ated to P is pu r pose a"1d 

will. That God has been wit h us is su re ; that Fe 

wil l continue t o be w5th us is our earnest pr ayer. 

It wa s with humility and d ee p r e ve r ence t hB.t 

I examined t he r eco r d s of Im manu el Church , f or i n 

so dOing I reac hed i nto p l aces that have l a i n 

d e ep with i n t he hear ts o f many . It is my one 

r egret that I cou ld not ment ion every ac t and 

every person o f the c hurch . Because of this I 

. ir.l' - , 
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feel that this story is f a r fr om c ompl ete . 

When r ecording the h i story of a chu rch I"le 

fe el much ol de r than we r eal l y a r e , be cause our 

life is p rojected back over the successive events 

of t he past . We g row rich in expe ri enc e up on re ­

call ing t he happenings wh ich have prospered a 

church and community. We are g rat ef u l f or the 

p ast. not only f or the g reat accomp lishments , 

but f o r the mistakes and failures as we ll . Fr om 

pas t errors we le a r n What is best for today a'1d 

for the years to come . We t hank the Lo rd for 

t hose s o l d iers o f the Cross who have gone on be ­

fore us and have lived t he histor y t hat is rec orde j 

in this t hesis. They have planted , now we must 

wa ter , and God will g ive t he inc r ease . 

r am gr ateful to the f ol l ow i ng pe rsons for 

their assistance in preparing this history : to 

the sec r etaries of the c onsistor y for the minutes 

they have rec orded , to my pastor and fat her, Rev . 

T . Vi . Rhoads , for t he informat ion, recollections 

and material he gathered , to Mr. Charles J . 

Hem mi g for his unselfish g iving of his ti me and 
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energy , so that this work might be more accur­

ately r e corded ; to Mr. Earl Gu ldin for his pa ins ­

t ak i ng search for r ecords , to Dr. David Dunn for 

his help and pat ience in supervising the writing 

of thi s t hesis , to Mr s . Willi am o. Uatz for the 

careful typing of it, and to a ll others wh o have 

i n any way g iven help . 

This story of Immanuel Church is told up to 

Apr i l , 1955 , and it is my earnest hope t hat some ­

one will pr eserve f or the son s and daughte rs of 

this church a record of the Christian gr owth t ha t 

is to follow. 

West Lawn , Pennsylvania 

April, 1955 • 

R obert I. Rhoad s 



HISTORY OF 

I MMANUEL EVANGELICAL AND REF ORMED 
CHURCH 

SH ILLINGT ON , PENNSYLVANIA 

CHAPTER ONE 

A BRIEF HI STORY OF SH I LLINGTON , 
PENNSYLVAN I A. 

The surround ings of the v i l l ag e of 

Shillington, wherein Immanue l Church is l oca t ed , 

are magnificent beyond descript ion . \"l ith the 

beautiful farms 1n the i mmediate vicinity , the 

r olling l andscape bo t h East and We st , term i nat i ng 

in the mountains overshadowing the City of Reading , 

on the North , and t he f orests of Ange lica and 

Cedar Top on the Southeast , combine to make t he 

village one of t he most p i cturesque in Ber ks 

county . Once the home of t he "red men of the 

forest", t he l and on wh ich th i s town is l ocated , 

now cultivate d by only a fe w far me rs, was re gar ded 

by our ear l y ancestors as a su itable p l a c e for 

habitation. Hence, as early as a bout 1733 , or 

about two hundred t wenty - one year s ago , the first 



2 . 

se t t l ement s began to be made . Since the Indians 

who roamed over these parts did not stress the 

culti vat ion of the soil, but li.ved chiefly by 

hunt i ng and fish ing , the land was i n a wild state. 

The early settlers, however, came from Holland 

and t he Pa l atinate , where they had been taught 

f rom you th the importance of the cultivation of 

t he soil. So the wigwam wa s soon r ep laced by the 

log cabin, ano. the land over grown with brush 

became f ie l ds of corn and wheat. 

Immed iately after William Penn had obtained 

his charter f or t he province from King Charles I I 

in 1681 , and had begun his administration of its 

various affairs, he neg otiated wit h the Indians 

far t h e purchase of their lands . He regard ed them 

as the rightfu l owners of the territory by virtue 

of their possession . Among the many purchases 

made by the Penns at this time was the 600- acre 

tract which comprises much of t he pr esent town of 

Shil lington . The patents for this land , wh ich was 

probab l y bought fr om the Sc huyl kill Indians, were 

l ater granted by the Penns as follows: To Jacob 

We i ss i n 1733 ; to Thomas Jones i n 1734; to John 
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Davi s i n 1 734 ; a nd to Mi chael Ruth in 1736. Thus 

t hese men bec ame t he fi rst l and - owners in 

Shi ll ingt on . 

Thomas Miffl in , a Major Gene ral of the 

Cont i nental Army , Representative of Berks County 

i n t he Continenta l Congress in 1782 , President of 

the Supreme Execut i ve Council from 1788 to 1790, 

and Governor of Pennsylvania from 1790 to 1 799 , 

purchased l and from David Jones i n 1761 . A part 

of these 238 acres of land he called t he " Angelica 

Far ml1. Here he lived fr om 1774 unti l 1794 i n what 

was known as the II Mi ffl!n p.,~ansion" , now known as 

t he ol d County Home Farm. Here such notables as 

John Penn we r e warmly entertained . The re is also 

a r easonabl e susp i cion that the plot to olferthr oW' 

Gene r a l Wash i ngton as Commande r - J.n - Ch ief of the 

Ar my, known as the "Conway Caba l", had its beg in­

ning in this "Miff l in Mansi on ", Much of the land 

that was known as the "Ange lica Farm", l ater the 

"Poor House " , was recently so l d to Marshal l Hughe s, 

building contractor , and no'll proudly holds t he name 

Mi fflin Park, be i ng named for the orig ina l owner. 

The Schoo l District has a l so r ecent l y t aken the 
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name II Governor Mi ffli n Joint Schoo l District" , 

composed of the ne i ghborin g communities of 

Goug l e r s ville , Mohnton, Grill , Angelica , Cedar 

TOP , Kenh or st and Shill ing ton . 

On Ju l y 7 , 1761, George Ri ehm pur chased o f 

Thomas Jones 164 acr es of land ~nd of Ja c ob Weiss 

104 acres i n 1771 . He wa s t he i nn ke epe r at what 

was l ater called t he "Thr ee - Mil e House" ~s early 

as 1762 , and after h is deat h h i s son George t ook 

over . He , in turn , gave the owne r ship t o h i s s on 

Edward , wh o r an the busines s unt i l 1809 , when i t 

was purch a s ed by Val en t i ne Str a u b . The l a t ter , who 

was one of t he large s t l andowners i n Cumru Towns hip , 

had mar ried t h e daugh t e r of Geor ge Ri ehm i n 17 77 

and l ived i n the home wh i ch they bui l t a t NO . 1 6 

Phi l ade l ph i a Avenue, the pr es ent home of t he Fr ed 

Gehr e t s. Th is i s t h e oldest hous e in Shil lington . 

To t he s traubs was b orn a daught er , Hannah , 

wh o g r e w up to marry J a c ob Shil ling . He l ived in 

the old h om e ste ad of the St r aubs , and conducted the 

t avern on t he c orner of Lancaster Avenue and 

Liberty s tre e ts , wh i c h l a t e r became known far and 

wide a s t he "Three Mil e House l l , because it was 

.. 
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exactly three miles d i s tant from Penn Square in 

Reading . This hotel property was built by George 

Riehm in 1761. It was a two- story stone building 

on t he p ike from Read i ng to Lancaster. Horse -

racing took place between the County Lane and the 

Three - nH l e Hou se every ·two weeks as f ar back as 

1850 , and was continued until 1876, when Aaron 

Einste i n, who was t hen proprietor of the hote l, 

bui lt the "Three - Mile House Track" . This track 

consisted of 25 box stalls when built and later 

g r ew to at l east s i xty. It was here t ha t some of 

the country ' s bes t horses were raced and trained. 

In 18 1 9 , a son was born t o Jacob Sh illing 

and h is wife Hannah , whom they named Samuel. He 

was a f arme r most of hi s lif e , tax collector for 

Cumru Township for 15 years , and on August 22 , 

1860 , made his first survey of t he town. It was 

pr obably due to his survey and to his own i ng so 

much of t he l and that the early fat hers decided to 

name the town after him. He di ed on p.«arch 2 9, 

1891, and was buried at Yocum's Church , of wh ich 

he was a member. 

Mov ing now from the east side of t he t own, 

.~ 
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t hat owned by the Mifflins and t he st r aub- Sh i lling 

families , t o t he south s ide of Lanca s ter Av enue 

and t he wes t si de of New Holland Avenue , we find 

that Chr ist i an Mill er pur chased fr om Val ent i ne 

Eckert and J a c ob Kauf fm an , sons - t n-law of Mic hae l 

Ruth , 215 acres i n 1786 . Th i s area was known as 

t he Jonathan Miller far m, as t h is man was bor n and 

r a i sed here . On a part of this f arm , now c l ose t o 

t he borough ' s s outhern l i ne , on lNyomi ssing Ave nue , 

was the Christian Mille r cemeter y . However , when 

the road , n ow Wyomi ss ing Av e nue , was l aid t hr ough 

t hi s cem e t ery , cement s l abs we r e placed over t he 

grave s t o pr ot ect the bod i es . A mar ker on the 

cur b s t i l l s hows t he l ocation of t ho se bur i ed 

there . Pa rt o f th i s section l a ter came t o be known 

as "Edi s on tl
• 

On t he ext re me wes t boundary of the town 

was Allendal e , or what was the Wi l liam P. Ri gh 

far m. Thi s t oo wa s pur chas ed f r om George Riehm 

and Va l entine Str aub . A cl over mill wa s located 

on thi s f ar m near t he cr eek , and was used for sixt y 

years by f ar mer s of t he surrou nd i ng d i strict , who 

c ame the re t o have the ir cl ove r se ed cl eaned . 
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The ear liest attraction i n the town , as we 

have seen, was the "Three-Mile House " and t he 

"Three - Mi l e House Tr ack" , but even earlier t han 

these attractions was t he "Gr ist ~Jl il1 ", wh i c h wa s 

bu ilt i n 1 733 , and was t he pr operty of Isaac Weiss. 

Farmers from far and wide brought their g r ain to 

this mi ll . The mil l was owned conse cut ively by 

the following: I saac Weis s , George Re i hm , Va l e ntine 

Straub , Joseph Hemmig and Joseph Hu yett, who built 

one of t he finest g rist mill s in the county . It 

was later so l d to Bennev ill e H. Hemm i g, who sold 

to E. D. Brown & Sons . The pr esent owner i s F . 

M. Brown & Sons, who now own other mi lls in 

neighbor i ng communities. 

By the middle of the n i neteenth century a ll 

of t he land had been cleared and was be ing cult i ­

vated . Wit h the build i ng of the Grist '01111 and 

other smal l er industries, suc h a s whe e lwrigh t 

shops , butcher shops , a stone quarry and , later , 

a hat fa ctor y , bui l t by George Hende l , people 

began moving into t he t own. Many acres of farm 

land were so l d to contract ors who bui lt h omes for 

the incoming peop l e who found jobs i n t he to wn or 
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in nearby Reading . With the increase in popu­

lati on , school s and churches had to be estab lished . 

The fir st school house was l ocated on the grounds 

where the o l d stone quarry once stood , about a 

b loc k west of the present western borough line . 

The nearest schoo l house to this one was three 

miles west i n S inking Spr ing. Families using this 

school were the Gernants , Huyetts , Ruths, Gauls , 

Millers , Bodys, Hemm i gs , Straub s, Shillings, 

Beidlers and Hills . Not all of these fami lies 

lived in what is now the Borough of Sh illington , 

many had to walk a great distance to school. Many 

of the descendants of t hese famili e s are still 

li ving in the borough today. Amon g the teac her s 

who taught in this school were John Adams, Jo se ph 

Hol l y , Nathan Wamsher, William T..J emmi g , Sebastian 

Hornberger , John Spayd· , Samuel Les her a nd Adam ~os s. 

In 1860 Jonathan Mi lI er and J ona t han 'luth, 

the e arl iest recorded school d irectors, bu il t t he 

school house on the g rounds where the pr e se nt grad e 

school building is l ocated . This g round was 

purchased from Jonathan Miller . It was p r obab l y 

i n this one room school house that the first Sunday 

-
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School meeting s were hel d and p l ans f or org a n iz­

ing a c ong r egat i on we re begun . Find ing t h is old 

bui lding t o be i nad e quate for t he nee d s of t h e 

growi ng commun ity , it Was r azed , and i n 1901 t he 

fou r f r on t r oom s o f a ne w g r a de s c hool bui l d i ng 

were e r e cte d on Lancaster Ave nue at t he cost of 

$8 , 000 . The r ear add i tion of eight rooms wa s 

built in 1 913 a t a cost o f i~ 2 5 , 000 . In 1909 t he re 

wer e 200 s c hoo l c h ildren enr ol l ed. In t h i s same 

year t he f ir s t meet i n g of t he s choo l boar d was 

he l d , with t he f ollowi n g membe r s : Wi ll iam A. 

Mill er, Pre sid ent ; Charl es M. Yette r, Sec retar y ; 

Harry G. Hain , Treasurer; and Will t am Dankle , Le vi 

Lausch and Wi lliam Fi cht hor n , members . 

In 1926 t he ha ndsome new Ri gh School bui l d ­

ing was comp l eted on Ea st Lancast er .!I. venue at t he 

co s t o f $ 120 , 000 . This bui l ding was built t o 

ac commod ate g rades s eve n t hr ough twe l ve , with 

c l a s s r ooms , cafet eria, shops , gymnas i um , locker 

r ooms a nd l aborat ori e s . For many years student s 

c ame fr om Adamstown , a d istance of th r ee miles , 

v ia schoo l bus to at t end t he h i gh schoo l. Li kew i se 

many s tudents commuted f r om t he near by commun iti e s 
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of Grill, Angelic a , Cedar Top , Goug l ers ville, 

Kenhors t a nd a f ew f r om Li n c o l n Pa r k and Montrose . 

S ince 190 9 t he f ol l owi n g hav e b een Sc hoo l 

Prin c ipa l s : 1 90 9 t o 1 911, M. E . Re i fsnyder; 1 9 11 -

1919 , Howard Yeage r; 191 9 - 1 920 , !' oward Snyd er ; 

1 920- 1 952 , Charl e s J . Hem mi g , wh o had pr ev iou sly 

t a u ght s chool i n t he Borough a s ass ista nt prin ­

ci pa l i n 1 91 7 . Af ter t h i r t y - t wo year s of fr u i tfu l 

se r vice and devoted l eade r sh i p , Mr . Hemm i g was 

retired and the pr esent princ ipal , H. L. Hend ric ks , 

was e l ecte d t o t he supe rv i s i ng pr i ncipa l ship . 

The p r esent h i gh sch ool pr i ncipa l is Luther A. 

We i k , and the e l emen t ary school pr i ncipal is 

Raymond W. Dicken s on . 

I n 1953 the Sc h ool Board of Shill i ngton and 

t he Schoo l Boards of t he o t he r s c hools in Cumru 

Townsh ip v ot ed t o merge i nt o one school dist r ict , 

compri sing t he schoo l distr i ct s of Sh illington, 

Ange l i c a , Mohnton , Goug l ersvi lle, Grill and 

Kenhorst , und er the new na me liThe Governor Uiffl i n 

Jo i nt Schoo l Distr i c t ". The two l argest schoo l 

syste ms in t he merg.er we r e Shillington and MorH1ton 

wher e respecti ve l y t he Senj.or Hi gh and the Jun i or 
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High ar e located. 

In 1891 the trolley line was built and 

opened from Read ing t o Shill i ngton by t h e Reading 

& Southweste rn Company . The town was now growing 

to the si ze where some form of government was 

needed . On August 18 , 1908 , the town of Shil l­

ington became the borough of Shillington. A 

special election was he l d on September 1, 1908 , 

and t he f oll ow ing c ounci lmen were e l e cted f or t he 

pe riod before the spring e lection : Georg e E . 

Shupp , A. Harry Boyer, Martin H. Frit z , Albert 

Tobias , James Fry , Osw in Kroyer and John Strunk . 

The first burgess e le cted at this meeting was 

Adam Rollman . The first meeti ng of council was 

he l d in the office of t he Sh illing ton Hosiery I' ill 

on september 3 , 1908. The regular meeting s were 

held i n the hall of t he Fire Company , wn ich me t 

at that time in Leininger ' s Hall on South r"iyomiss ­

ing Avenue. Later the meetings ~\'ere he l d in t he 

Speedway offi~e , Lancaster and Liberty Streets, 

fro m 1 912 t o 1924, when they moved to the fire 

hall on Sterley St re et . 

On May 7 , 1931, the borough coun cil decided 
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that a new and modern building to house the 

borough offices should be erected . Thi s dream 

came true and on June 26 , 1932 , the new "Town 

Halll! was dedicated with impre ss ive ceremon i e s. 

The total acreage of the borough i s now 503 acres, 

36.85 perches. Since 1935 it has o.~ed its own 

water company , which a ls o serves Mohnton an.d t he 

Lincoln Park area . A Muni c i pal Authority was 

created i n 1947 for t h e pu r pos e of obtain ing 

sanitary sewers. The wo rk on t hi s sewer project 

is noVi in p rog re ss . I n J u ne of 1952 the borough 

counc il passe d a zoning ordinance regulat i ng 

building in Sh illington. Si nce the incor~oration 

of the borough, the annexation of considerable 

portions of the CountY ·Home Farm , including the 

new developments of Lynoak and Lyncrest , has more 

than doubled t he area o f Sh i ll i nB ton . 

S ince its or gan ization the borough of 

Shillington has steadily grown in popu l ation and 

area , and , although it is predominantly a resi ­

dential area, t he r e a re many t hrivi ng i ~dustries 

to be found, c h i e fly hosi ery . There have been 

several hosi e ry mills i n town . The leading i ndustry 
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is "The Fairy Silk Mil l s " , established at the 

turn of the twentieth century . It has employed 

the largest numbe r of people in the borough . 

Years ago the town of Shillington was well 

known in th i s section for its fine bands . The 

first band that was organi z ed outside the City 

of Read i ng i n Berks County was t h e Cumru Band , 

named af ter the towns hip. It was organized in 

1858 and Benneville H. Mi ll e r was the first leader. 

Rehearsals were held at the home of Jonathan 

Miller, for a number of year~at the Three- Mile 

House, then in Mohnton, and later in various 

halls in Shillington. 

outstanding among the l eader s and or ganizers 

of this band were Benneville Hemmig and Dan iel 

H. Miller , who became members in the l at e '60s. 

In 1874 it was known as the Prairi e Band. Later 

in the '70s the name was c hanged to Eemmig's 

Cornet Band. However, t he name wh i ch is still 

used tOday is the Win ona Band . Othe r leaders of 

this band are the l ate Howard Hartman , William 

Miller and H. R. Carl who have in tur n he l ped t he 

band to make a name for itself throughout this 
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sect i on of the country , p laying at many festi ­

vals and carniva l s. 

The Shillington Bank Vi as chart ered September 

9 , 1921 , and opene d for business September 17, 

1921, at the corner of Sou t h Sterl ey street and 

Lancaster Avenue . However , the bank c l osed its 

doors during the depression, and the building is 

now the State Store. Since t hat time t he town has 

been without a bank, but in 1953 a br anch of the 

Peoples Trust Company of the Reading Ar ea has been 

opened at the inters ection of Lancaster Avenue 9.nd 

Liberty Street , to serve t he banking needs of t he 

people. 

ORGAN I ZAT IONS WITH IN THE BOROUGH 

The following is a li s t o f the many organi ­

zations that are presently me et i ng wi th i n t he 

borough, together with t hei r dates of chart e r. 

These organizations pe rform many civic services 

for the boroug h and, by and l ar ge, have contr i buted 

greatly to the life and gr ovlth of t he pe ople . 

The history of eac h one of these organ i zations 

would be very inte resti ng , but for our present 
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purpose we shal l have to be satisfied with naming 

them . 

American Legion , Reber - Moo r e Post NO . 635 of 

Shillington - Chart ered Ma r ch 13, 1931. Named 

after t he t wo men from Shillington who ga ve their 

li ve s i n World War I. 

American Le gion Auxiliary . Reber - Moore Post 635 -

or gani z e d Se ptember 1930 . 

Ancient And Illustrious order Knight s of Malta 

NO . 609 - Organized September, 1922. 

Clover Park Athletic Assoc i ation - Organized 

June 6, 1 91 1. 

Dorothy L. Di x Council No . 1 72 , Sons and Daughters 

of Liberty - Instituted April II, 1911. 

Gr eater Sh illing ton League - Organized in 1947 , 

chartered July 10, 1950 . 

Keystone Fire Company NO . 1 of Shill i n g ton -

Wi lliam W. Wunde r of Reading assisted in organiz -

i ng t he fire company, and on May 1, 1907, a 

charter was granted. Meetings were held at 

Leininge r's Ha ll from 1907 to 1916 . The present 

fire house and ha l l were bui lt in 1923 at a cost 

of apprOXimately $30 , 000 . The first fire a pparatus 
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was presented by the Wash i ngton Fire Company of 

Reading - - this was a hose carrier. The next 

addition was a Ford Howe Pumper and, later, a 

750 gal l on Seagrave Pumper was used for many 

years. At the present the company is one of 

the best equipped companies i n t h is area, having 

two pumpers . 

Ladies Auxiliary of Keyst one Fire Co . No . 1 of 

Sh illington - Or ganized July 19, 1924 ; reorganized 

August 18, 1 943 . 

Lions Club of Shilling ton - Inc or p ora t ed i n 

January of 1944. 

Men ' s Democratic Club of Shillington - Or g a n ized 

in 1938 . 

Republican Club of Shilling ton - Or ganized J un e 

5, 1945. 

Rotary Club of Shi llington - Received it s charter 

as a corporate body on June 30, 1952, at a dinner 

meeting in Gre gg Post, American Legion , Re ad i ng . 

Shi llington At hletic Ass ociation - Chart e r ed 1 947 . 

Shil lington Commun it y Association - Organi z e d in 

1942. 

Shillingt on Counci l No . 18 6, O. of I. A., I nc. -
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Organiz ed 1904. 

Shillingt on Hi gh Boosters Club - Or ganized in 

1948 . 

Sh illing t on Lodge NO . 1175 , Independent Order of 

Odd Fe ll ows - Organized January 17, 1911 . 

Barbara Fritchie Rebekah Lod ge NO. 138 - Or ganized 

Oc tober 22 , 1938 . 

Shi llington Parent Teacher ' s Associ ation -

o r ganized in 1926 . 

Sh illington Schoo l Mu sic Association - Or ganized 

June 17, 1952. 

Shi llington Women's Democrat ic Cl ub - Or ganized 

July 1 952 . 

Special Po lice of Shillington - Or ganized as 

Auxi li ary Police in 1942 , then sworn i n as 

Special pol ice i n 1946 , with 36 memb e r s . 

The Shillington 50- y ear Club - Or ganized Feb r uar y 

12 , 1 952 . The club is composed o f men and women 

v/ho have lived in Sh illington f or a period of 50 

years or more . 

veterans o f Foreign Wars and Auxiliary - Memoria l 

post NO . 6076 - Or ganized i n 1 947. 
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Women ' s Cl ub of Shill i ngton - Organ i zed and 

federated in 1938 . 

Junior Women ' s Cl ub of Shillington - Organized 

and federated in 1939 . 

With t his l i st of organizations within the borough 

we have come to the close of the f irst chapter i n 

this brief sketch of h i storical development . It 

i s not neces sar y to te ll the reader that mu ch has 

been omitted fr om this sketch . However, it is 

t he writer 1 s wi sh that that wh i ch is presented 

may serve as a "d oor" through wh i ch we may pass 

on our way to a bet te r understanding of the 

historical development of the Immanuel Church . 

Contemporary wi th t he building of a 

Reforme d Congregati on within the Borough of 

Shillington other great f orces were at wor k. 

These forces were l ate r to g ive birth to t he other 

relig ious de nom i nations within t he commun ity . 

Hence we shall now t urn our attenti on to t hese 

other religious denom i nations and how they gr ew 

and uwaxed strong ". 
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CHAPTER TWO 

REL I GI OUS DENOM I NATIONS REPRESENTED I N 
SH I LLmGTON TODAY 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Cl ose l y conne c ted with the h i story of t he 

Reformed Chur ch i s tha t of the Luthe r an Church , 

wh i ch had its beginn i ng at t he same time . For 

many years the people of Shillineton had to 

journey to nea r by communities f or r e ligious 

worsh i p j the r e was no c hu rch in t he commllnity 

unti l 1876 . Mos t of t he people i n the commun i ty 

at that time were eithe r Lu the r an or ~ eforrr:pd . 

Pr obab l y , wit h t h e construction of a small 

schoo l hous e n e a r t he present site of t he g rade 

sch oo l, the peopl e reali zed . t hat now i t \'¥oul d be 

poss i b l e to have some type of oreanizat ion f o r 

r e lig i ous pu r poses . No longe r wou l d they have to 

travel to Gouglersvil l e , Grill or one of the 

chur c hes of t h eir denomination in ~nother 

community . Hen c e i t was i n th i s sma ll building 

that the f oundation was l aid f or bo t h Lutheran 

and Reformed congregations . 
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The earliest record of a Lutheran p astor 

in Sh illing ton wa s the pastorate of Rev . zenas 

H. Gable J who was educated in the common sch o ol s 

and in Getty s bur g College. He wa s g raduat ed from 

there in 1868 . He was ordained on J une 10 , 1868 . 

He came to Reading Au gus t 17, 18 73 , and took 

charge of the following congregations , wh ic h he 

faithfull y served until h is d eath : St . J ohn 's of 

Gi braltar; St. Mark ' s of Bi rdsboro; St . James of 

Geigertown; Allegheny of All e ghenyville; Wyom iss i ng 

of Gouglersville; and Robe s on of Pl owv i l l e . Rev . 

Mr. Gab le was a very industriou s end amb i t iou s 

man. He bui lt new churches in ea ch one o f h is 

pari shes du r ing his pastorat e . 

The peop l e of Shillingt on pr evail ed upon 

Re v. Mr. Gab le to help t o or gani ze a c ong r egat ion 

in the t own. Re v. Mr . Gab le agr eed t o do so and 

was very instrumenta l i n t he erecti on of Immanue l 

Uni on Church i n 1874. It was here t hat he c on ­

ducted his first services in 1874 and s e r ved 

fai thf u lly unti l 1880 . 

Rev . Z. H. Gable served the cong regation 

untit 1880 ~t wh ich time the Union services we re 
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discontinued. The reason for this no One actual l y 

knows to this day. Some say it wa s due to 

fi nancial difficulty that t he Refor me d members 

were having , ot hers say it wa s due t o t he fact 

t hat the church went bankrupt . Neverth eless , t h e 

Lutheran cong regation was without a church and 

any form of organ i zation until 1900 . It was on 

January 14 , 1900, according to t he e a rli es t rec or d , 

that the Lutherans resumed t heir serv i ces. These 

services were c ondu cted regu larly e ve r y Lo r d I 5 

Day in a larg e room on t he sec ond fl oor of wet ze 's 

Store , now called BO hn ' 5 r es t aur ant . A store box 

was substituted for a pu l p it and benche s wi thout 

backs served as p ews . The s e services we r e con ­

ducted by Rev. M. H. s t e t tler who s erved the 

congregation for one y ear. 

Re v. Mr. Stet t l e r was succ e eded by Re v. 

F. F. Buermeyer , D. D., who was cal l ed i n 190 1 by 

the Home Mission Board of the Min i ster ium of Penn­

sylvania to me et wit h t he r ema i n i ng Lutheran c on ­

gregation t o bring ab ou t a bet t er f or m of or ganiza ­

ti on . At that time t here were twenty - t wo me mbers 

meeting in the pub l ic meeting ha ll cal l ed 
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Leiningers on South Wy omissing Avenue . 

The gr ound where t he first Lutheran Church 

was bu ilt was donated by Dr . and Mrs . J. B. 

Ster1ey . Dr. Ster1ey and Mr. William E1tz had 

earlier purchased the Jonathan Miller f arm and 

divided it into many building l ots . This section 

of the town t hey called "Ed is on". 

On July 13 , 1902 , the c ornerstone of the 

new edifice , located on West Broad Stree t, was 

l aid . On Augu s t 11, 1902 , the charter we.s ap­

p r oved and the congregation was incorporated under 

the title of "Grace Evange lical Lutheran Church 

of Ed is on". The church was completed and dedicated 

on May 10, 1903 . The congregatio~ was served by 

Rev. Mr . Bu e rmeyer , 1902 - 1 909 , Rev . J . H. Neiman , 

1910-1 913 ; Rev. R. W. Hu ffor d , D. D., 1913- J.919 ; 

Rev . Corson C. Snyder, 1919- 1924 . 

On June 8 , 1924, the present pastor, the 

Rev. Victor A. Kr on inge r, was installe d . Unde r 

Rev. Mr . Kr oninger ' s hand t he church had gro~n t oo 

l a r ge for the bui l d ing and it was f ound necessar y 

to beg i n a bui l d i ng program t o either en l arge t he 

prese nt church or bui l d a new and more ad e quate 
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structure . The latter was de cided upon by the 

congrega tion and plans we r e begun. Land was 

secured on Libe rt y Street and the new ed ifi ce 

began to take shape. On Sunday . July 22 . J.928 , 

the cornerstone of t he $ 100 . 000 . edifice was laid . 

On March 17. 1929 . the congregation he l d an im ­

pressive dedication service in the new build i ng . 

For many ye ars aft e r t he old church was 

abandoned f or worshi p pu r poses it still served 

the c ommun ity as a p l ace of r ec r eation , but soon 

the c hurch fat he rs rec ognized the fact t hat i t 

should be sold . The transaction was made and the 

old church on Broad Street was so l d to the Pilgrim 

Holine ss congre gat i on . 

For many year s the congregation saw the 

need t o purchase t h e adjo ining lot to be used at 

some futur e date for an educational bu ilding . In 

Novembe r. 1 944 . this lot was bought at t h e price 

of $2 , 000 . It was in January , 1952 , at t he annual 

c ongregational meeting , that t he people agai n took 

up the cause of a new educational build i ng and 

it was dec ided t o a pp o i nt a committee to ra i se 

$ 60 ,000 . for this new educational unit . 
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In Apri l, 1950, at a special congregational 

meeting Mrs. Irene L . Artz was called as a full -

time pari sh worker. Mr s . Artz has served t he 

chu r ch and the commun ity faithfull y and has added 

much in sUbstance and time to the founding of a 

solid Christian education system in t his church. 

At the pr esent time the congregation 0 00-

sist s of a communing membersh i p of 850 , a large 

Ladies' Aid and Women ' s Missionary Society , a 

Men ' s Brotherhood, a Luther League , a Chi ldren of 

t he Church group, and a Senior Choir under the 

capab l e leadersh i p of Mi ss Corinne Ecke rt. 

Much of the success of the wor k of the 

church is the result of the hard painstak ing wor k 

of its pr esent pastor , Rev. Mr . Kron i nge r, who is 

now entering h i s thirty- first year as it s pastor. 

The parsonage family consi st s of Re v. and II~ rs. 

Kroninger and two sons, Victor , Jr . and Gera l d , 

and one daug hter, Anna . 

SA INT LUKE ' S EVANGELICAL CON GREGAT rONAL 
CHURCH 

During the years 1901 and 1902 , the quest i on 

of establishing a Mi ssion in Ed i500, now a part of 
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Shillington, became a growing concern due to the 

many Evange lical folk who lived he re and othe rs 

who were moving to the town. On the evening of 

Christma s , 1903 , at a meeting held i n Zion United 

Evangelical Church of Mohnton , the matter was 

discussed and favorab l y r eceived. A building 

committee was appo i nted. Th i s comm itte e oon-

sisted of the followi ng : Rev. W. J . Edelman, at 

the time pastor of t he Mohnton Church , Chairman ; 

Geor ge Le i ninger, C. E. Coller , Al bert Tobias , 

George Trout and George Hende l. 

AS a resu l t of a canvass in the community , 

about 40 people , most of them memb ers of t he 

Mohnton c hurch, expressed a desire to form t he 

first congr egation. The erect ion of t he building 

was begun in June , 1904 . The Rev. H. J . O. Rin ker 

was appoint ed to take charge of the Miss ion as its 

pas tor in 1905. 

Mr. George Hend el, owner of a larg e ha t 

f actor y on the outskirts of the town, expres sed 

a g r eat desire i n the formation of the new congre ­

gat ion and he offered t he large shipping room of 

hi s factory for worship services . The group met 
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in thi s room f or about four months . 0 I' h 14 n .Iarc _ , 

1905 , the church wa s organiz ed with a membership 

of 54 pe rs ons. At that time t he Sunday School 

numbered abou t 100 members and t he Lad i e s' Aid 

Soci et y had abou t 72 members. The churc h wa s 

ded i ca t ed June 18 , 1 905 , by Biship W. F . Heil, with 

t he pastor, the Rev . Mr. Ri nker, a rrang ing the 

service. 

The pastors who have served here are as 

follows : The Revs . Rinker , C. S . Haman , C. E. Hess, 

J. F . Gr oss, S . H. Heckler, I. E. Johnson , C. H. 

Se i del, G. H. R. Dellecker , J . R. Wasser and H. A. 

Ge r hart . The Rev . Chreighton Christman is t he 

present pastor. 

Th e church has enjoyed 9. steady growth 

under t he pa st ors who have been assigned here, 

with i mprovements being made all the time. The 

large Sunday School annex was bu i It in 1932 8.t an 

a pproxi mate cost of ~40 , 000 . , so t hat the build ing 

is among t hos e having the finest facilities for 

public gat her i ngs in the community . 

ship at the present t i me is 415 . 

The member -

i~ 
1 
I , 



PILGRAM HOL INESS Ch~RCH 

What tOday is known in Shill ington as the 

Pilgram Holiness Church on the corner of Broad and 

Church Streets, was at one time known as Gr ace 

Lutheran Church . This bu ildi ng was bui lt in 1902 , 

and as the congr egation of Grace Lutheran Chur ch 

had grown and needed a new church building it was 

put up for sale . At t he time t he re was no one to 

buy the church. However , there vias a gr oup of 

people fr om Shillington and t he su r rounding t owns 

who wished t o use the bu ilding f or the pu r pose of 

ho l ding worship se r vices therein . Hence , the 

officia l board of the Luthe r an Chll rc h agreed to 

al l ow t hese peopl e to hold their services t here 

for a small rental fee . 

In 1936 the small congr egation decided to 

buy the property ; mon ey was borr owed and t he group 

united with the Pi l grim Holines s Church . At the 

time of reorganizati on there were t we lve members. 

The d i s trict superintendent a t t ha t time Vias t he 

Rev. R. G. Flexon of Al l entown , where the d i strict 

parsonage was l ocated . 

The c hurch has since pur chased a parsonage 
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along side the church . The congregation has grorm 

and God has blessed it down through the years . 

At the present time the pastor se r ving the church 

is the Re v. Harry J. Danie l s , who r esides in the 

parsonage at 137 West Broad Street. Rev . Mr. 

Dan i e l s r ecent l y has come to the church from Sun ­

bury) Pennsylvan i a . 

ST. J OHN BAPTIST de LA SALLE PAR ISH 

The paris h was estab lis he d by His Em i nence , 

the l ate Card i nal D. J . Dougherty , Archb is hop of 

Ph iladelphia , on October 4 , 1948 , and t he Re v . . John 

J. Hasson was appointed its first past or. Until 

Oc t ober 23 , 1950 , Fat he r Hasson gu ided t he desti n ies 

of th i s parish , and und e r his gu i dance it increased 

in numbers and the groundwor k for a permanent 

Church, Schoo l, Rectory and Conve nt was accomplished . 

Unfortunately, ill health force d h is resignation , 

and t he present pastor, t he Re v . Henry D. Mc Peak , 

was appointed as his successor . 

The Ho l y Sacrifice of t he Mass was celebrated 

for the f i rst t i me i n Shill i ngton on Sund ay , 

Oc tober 24 , 1948 , by Fat her Has son and was served 

by Richard Thren. Abou t 200 people attended t h is 
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mass in the Community Center. Here Holy Mass 

was said every Sunday until October, 1949 . HOW­

ever , in March of 1949 , t he property at 332 East 

Walnut Street was secured by Father Hasson , and 

used for both a Church and a Rectory . The living 

room was converted into a Chapel t o seat 110 

people. Daily and Sunday Masses were held on 

thi s site . 

On February 2 , 1952, a factory bu ild ing at 

Wy omis s ing Avenue and Walnut Street was purc hased 

fr om Fedden Br othe rs I Inc . of Ne w 'Yor k I who were 

in the hos i ery bus ine BS for many ye ar s , and is 

in the pr ocess of being c onverted int o a c nurch 

to seat 350 pe ople, and a schoo l c omposed of 

eight large classrooms, teac he rs I r e str oom , tw o 

office s and a kindergarten . The S ist ers of Jl~ercy 

from Meri on wi ll have cha r ge o f t he schoo l and 

will reside i n what is now t he c hu rch and r e ctor y . 

The pari sh is growing rap idl y and at pr esen t ha s 

more than 420 families a nd 1150 s ouls. Its 

boundaries include MOPJ1 ton I Linc o l n Par k I Montrose, 

Brookline, Kenhorst , Ri dge Park , Grill, Cumru 
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Township, Sinking Spring R. D. 1 and 2 , Mohnton 

R. D. 1 and 2 , Vi nemont, Gouglersville, Adamstown 

and a part of Brecknock Township . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE FOUND ING OF IMMANUEL REFORMED 
CHURCH 

Among t he earlies t and most po te n t in ­

flue nc e s that bound the vari ous ne i ghb orhoods of 

s e ttlers of th i s se ction -- and in fact of all 

the parts of t he c ounty -- toge t he r was Religion . 

In some r espec ts , however , the di f fering tenets 

of f a i th may have had a tendency to keep commun i ­

ti es apart, separating them into zealous rel i gi ous 

f act i ons . They did not indeed wa r aga inst each 

ot her, yet there was an a l oofness t hat prevented 

t heir most intimat e soci a l and community fellow-

sh i p . 

The mi grat i on of the German host s to Penn -

sy lvan i a t ook p l ace when the relig ious ag itations 

i n Germany and othe r Protestant countries of 

Europe was at thei r he i ghth . The post - Re formation 

l eaven was wor king in all int er ior Euro pe . Ne w 

phases of re lig i ous faith , emphas i z ing doctrine , 

inner expe r iences , spiritual v i sions and menta l 

s tate s, forms of service and administration of t he 

s ac rament s, or modes of dress and severance from 
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the affairs of this s e cular world , divided 

Protestant Christendom into factions of s harp 

distinction. New l eaders along t h ese lines 

had arisen, and t hese , by stron g e mp ha sis up on 

their pOints of difference from other Protes ­

tants, gat he red about them following s t hat br oke 

up the Christian forces into diff erent s ecta rian 

camps, whose cleavag e from each ot he r was s ha r p . 

Thu s t here were Mennonites, Moravians , Dun ke r s , 

Schwenkfeldians and Quak er s beside t he or t hod ox 

followers of Luther and Zwing li. 

All of these wer e trans , lante d t o Ame rica 

mostly into Pennsyl vania in the fir s t d eca de 

of the ei ghteenth cen tury . Here t hey had f r ee 

rei gn for the propagation and de ve lopmen t of 

t heir ideas. By magnify ing t heir pa i nt s of 

difference~ t hese va r i ous reli g io~s de n omi na ­

tions grew int o d isti nc t commun i t ie s , ke ep i ng 

themse lves isolated reli g iou s l y , wha teve r i n ter ­

course they may have had with one another c om­

mercially and politic a lly . 

NOw this ver y d ivi s i ve force als o tended 

to weld together more clos ely t hose o f the same 

, 
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camps . Where ver there was settled a neighborhood 

of one and the same f a ith , or of c l os ely all ied 

faith and form of worship, as was t he case in the 

small town of Shillingt on , this relig i ous fait h 

was a mighty centri petal force to bind and hold 

such communities toget he r. I n Sh illington t here 

settled , a l mos t exc lusi ve l y , the f ol l ower s of the 

two great l eaders of t he Refor mat ion pe r iod - -

the Lutherans and t he Ge rman Reformed - - who we r e 

known by others as "c hurch people" to distinguish 

them fr om t he "meeting hous e folk" of other cu l ts . 

These people had a devotion t o the Church 

wh ich bound them together. They c ou ld worsh i p 

without a c hurch bu ilding or a pas t or . Their homes 

or 5 choo l h ouse 5 CQuid serve temporar i 1y as a 

sanctuary , and a chosen elder or teacher could 

serve in the p l ace of a pastor to read and study 

the scriptures . So c l ose l y alike were t hese 

I'c hur ch peop l e " that many times , in fact in more 

cases t han not , they s hared the same facilities 

for worsh i p , thus uniting to f orm "union churc heslt . 

The s e c hur ches were a f am iliar sight in t he area 

around Sh illington . The churches i n Grill , to t he 
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east , in Gouglersville to the south, in S ink i ng 

Spring, to the west , and many more to the north 

were a ll "union churches". 

This interesting phenomenon i n American 

church 1 ife, the "uni on church" , is a product of 

the movement to unite t he Lutheran and Reformed 

Churches into one body. In the latter part of 

the Eighteenth Century there wa s a period of 

unusual cooperation between t hese tV/ O gr oups . 

In Germany it led t o t h e "Prus s ian Un i on l! of the 

two groups into the state church . However, in 

only one instance was the consummation of a uni on 

fUrther than the union of two c ongre gations to 

meet i n t he same bui l ding . This took p lace i n 

Lexington , South Carolina , where the Cor pus 

Evangelicum was formed by t h e union of t he two 

elements in a very limited area . Th i s un i on on l y 

lasted unti l the death of the pastor und e r whos e 

direction it was begun . 

It is a we ll established f a ct among the 

older residents of t he town of Shi lli ngton that 

the present "Reformed 11 Church had its beginning 

in the old sc hool h ouse, then loca ted near the 
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present site of the Elementary Schoo l House on 

Lancaster Avenue . Probably due t o t he f act that 

a large number of "Churchf o l k" found it ne c e ssar y 

to l eave the town to a t t e nd wors h i p services, i t 

was agreed upon by all to f or m a Sunday Sc hool 

in t he o l d school h ou se. There ar e no re cor d s 

availab l e to descri be t he nature of t hese e a r ly 

meeting s, but it is ev iden t fr om the wor k t hat 

foll owed t h~t t he g roup had g r eat p l ans f or the 

fut ure. It wa s i n this s c hoo l house t hat the 

"Reformed " and "Lut he r an " people f irst became 

insp ired to work t oward t h e bu ild i ng o f a church 

of t heir own. Thes e Sunday Sc hool sessions were 

pr obab l y h eld a round t he year 18 70 . 

Much of the earl y h i s t or y of t h i s church 

wi ll be l ost forever , for the r e are ver y fe w 

writ t en records remain ing . However , f r om various 

d eeds rec orded i n t he Be rks Count y Court Pouse can 

be f ound inf or mati on that alluded t o v ari ous e vent s. 

The f i rst of t he s e deed s rec ords t h e sale of t he 

l and a s f ol l ow s: 

"Th i s i ndentur e made t he t wenty - s e c ond day of 
May i n t he y e ar o f our Lord , 18 74 , between 
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Jonathan Miller of Cumru Township , Berks 
County , Pennsylvania , and Ke siah , (x) , (he r 
mark) , h i s wi fe, of the one part , and 
Harrison Althouse, elder , and .Abraham Matz 
and Benneville M. Gaul , deacons , of the 
German Reformed Congre gation , of t he village 
of Shillington , and Daniel Eshelman , elder , 
and Frederick Bechtel and George Kauffman , 
deacons , of the Evangelical Lutheran Congre ­
gation , of the same p l ace - for $500 . " 

As was stated earlier, Jonathan Mill e r owned mu c h 

of th is l and , which wa s , a t one time J part of h i 5 

farm, and was called "Edi son ". Fr om this document 

we now learn that the congregations were cal led 

"German Reformed " and "Evangelical Lutheran", 

names wh i ch are subject t o change qUite often in 

t he cour se of this h i story . It is a l so e vident 

that the "Un ion Sunday School" was becoming mor e 

and more interested i n t he bui l ding of a church . 

Contemporary wit h the - amb iti ous planning 

on the part of t he Sunday Schoo l, the re moved to 

the town of Sh illingt on a licensed minister by the 

name of Martin Luther Fritch , who was to p l aya 

very important part in the early history of the 

church. Mr. "Fri toh was a graduate of Urs inus 

College and probably of Ursinus School of 

Theology , but the years are unknown . For some 

-, 
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time h e had been supp l ying the church at Blandon . 

wh ic h was then a s mall congre gation a nd could n o t 

a ff or d a fu ll - t i me pastor . 

At th i s time the congregations at IIGouglersll 

Church , now "Wyom i ssing " Church in Goug l e rsvi lIe J 

Al l egheny Chur c h , and "Forest " Church , now called 

"Pl ow " or St . John ' s Church in Robeson Township , 

peti t i oned the Lebanon Cl assis to send licentiate 

M. L. Fritch to be the i r pastor . On moti on by 

these churches , the Glassis of Lebanon appoint ed 

a committee to repa i r to Allegh eny Churc h t o 

ordain and install Mr . M. L . Fri t c h . The f ollo .. -

ing is t h e report of t hat t rip : 

"On Saturday 28 , June 18 73 , t he c omm ittee 
repaired to Allegheny Church and found a 
larg e audience assembled i n t he Hou s e of 
God . The President of Cl a ss is pr eac hed 
t h e sermon, after wh i c h licenti ate M. L. 
Fritc h was solemnly ordained t o t he of f i c e 
of the Ho l y Ministry , b y t h e lay i ng on of 
hands . The audience was n ot on l y l arge , 
but also very attent i ve t h r ou ghout . II 

Re s pe c t full y submitt e d , 
C. H. Lurhan , chai r man ." 

Thus the Rev . I.L L. Fr itch be c ame t he 

pastor of these t hree c hur ch es i n the ne i ghboring 

communities , while al l t h i s time he was living i n 
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his home at the southeast corner of Lancaster 

Avenu e and South Miller Stre e t in Shill i ngton . 

Thus , the peop l e of Shillington probab l y prevai l ed 

upon h i m to help them organize a church out o f 

the present Sunday School. It is a ls o very probable 

that the Lutheran members of that Sunday School 

we re prevailing upon Rev . Z. H. Gab l e , who was 

then pastor of St. John ' s , Gibraltar, St. Mark 's, 

Birdsboro , St. James , Geigertown , Allegheny , 

Alleghenyville, Wyom issing , Goug lersville , and 

"Forest" Chur ch , Plowville , to give them hel p . 

However, from the rec or ds t hat are avai l ab le 

there is no mention at all of t he Lu t he ran br anch 

of the congregati on . It is be l i e ved that they 

were act ive in nam e only . 

On the 10th of June in the year 1874 , t he re 

was held a meeting to draw up a c onstitution for 

the C ong r ega t i on. This is the earliest document 

recorded i n t he h istory of the church . The full 

title i s as follows : "Consti tution of t he Immanuel ' s 

Re f ormed Churc h of Sh illington , Pa ._1874" . 

Throughout thi s constitut ion t he re is r ef er ence 

to the gove rning l a ws of t he Re f ormed Church in 
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the Un i ted States and n o men t ion whatsoeve r of 

t he "Luthe r an" s i de of t he congregation. It is 

a l so mentioned herein that the c onsi stor y shal l 

meet for the pur pose o f transacting business and 

hearing t he treasurer ' s report every New Year ' s 

Day . This constitution is signed by Rev . M. L. 

Fritch , pastor. 

It was during t he next fe w mont hs t hat the 

church Via s bui lt at a cost unknown . It is a matter 

of speculation as to who const i tut ed t he building 

committee , bu t in all probabi li ty it was the 

following men : 

Harrison S. Alt hous e 
Fred R. Bechte l 
John Fr omm 

Dan i e l ll'a tz 
Joseph Huyett 
Jesse rv:atz 

These are t he men who were instrumental in the 

financial arrangements throughout the page s of 

the ea r l y h ist or y . 

The c hurch was dedi cated on the 15th of 

Nove mber, 1874. According to an early record 

the followi ng min i sters we r e present on the 

Reformed side : Rev. Dr. McCaul ey , Rev . Dr . J . H. 

A. Bomberger, Rev . Mr. Shoemaker and Rev . Mr . J . 

Fue nd ling . There is no record as t o the ministers 

§ ,. 
• 
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present on t he Lutheran side , and so , again , we 

may speculate t hat t he Rev . Z . H. Gable was pre ­

sent . 

The congr e gation at thi s time was l a r gely 

made up of the former members of the Un i on Sunday 

Sc hoo l who were not ab le nor willing to contri ­

bute to the necessary financial needs of t he 

c hu rch . There wa s also a great deal of bic kering 

between the two differing br anche s, and thus t here 

followed many years o f ha r d ship f or t he c hurch . 

Evidence of t he poor contributing pow er of the 

people may be seen in the early treasur er ' s book. 

The first regula r service was he l d on November 

29th i n t he year 18 74 , at wh i ch time there was a 

total collection of $ .79. The first communion 

was h eld on December 13th of the same year , at 

wh i ch time there was a r ecord col l ection of 

$ 11.75 . Ac cord ing to t he treasurer ' s book, 

services were held every Sunday f or a while and 

then every other Sunday wi t h some during the week. 

The re is no mention of any salary being paid to 

Rev . Mr. Fri tch a t this time ; however , t here is 



41. 

mention that a "missionary l ecture" was held on 

February 21, 1875, and t he preacher, Rev. Mr. 

Fuendling, r eceived the entire collection of 

$4 . 52 . A ce rtain Rev . Mr . Al br i ght also preached 

on two occasions, receiving ~ 2 . 42 and $ . 65 . 

On the 7th day of Febr uar y , 1875 , an elec ­

tion was he l d f or organist by t he congre gation, 

and Benjam i n Hemmig was unanimous l y elected . The 

record does not state as t o who the other officers 

were . There was a ls o no record of an organ be i ng 

purchased , and therefore t hat wi ll have to re ma in 

a mystery . 

On April 1, 1875 , a certain Mr . Frederick 

R. Bechtel and h is wif e , Esther , received a por ti on 

of l and a l ong the Welsh Mountain Road , wh ich is 

now· New Hol l and Avenue , from t he estate of Christian 

Hess l er , and wh ich they , in turn, gr anted and 

conveyed unto Emmanue l Evangel ica l Reformed and 

Lutheran Church of Shillingt on . This plot is now 

known as the Fa irview Cemetery and is owned by the 

Reformed Church . It is a lso interesting to note 

t he change of the c hurc h 's name in t his document . 
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"Emmanue l U changes t o Il Irnmanuel" fr om one document 

to another . 

The fir st bapt i sms recorded by Rev . Mr . 

Fr i t ch a r e those of t he tw i n daughters of 

Je r em i ah and Mar y Hil l. The girls were bo r n March 

1 , 18 74 , and were bapt ized May 24 , 1874. Also 

r ecorded on tha t page was the baptism of Catharine , 

daughte r of Johnat han and Catharine Miller, who 

was bap t ized Apr il 3 , 1875. These are t he on ly 

r ecords of bapti sms by Rev . Mr . Fritch t hat remain . 

The fi r st catechetica l clas s confirmed in 

the Shi lling t on Chu r ch by Rev . 1,'1 . L . Fritch is 

li s t ed by him a s the following : 

Obadiah M. Wanner 
Chas . H. Stamm 
John Wm. Fri es 
Got li eb Gous e 
Ma ry Mohn 
Susan H. Bossle r 
Sarah Ann Trout 

Frankl i n J . Matz 
Martin Van Buren Humme l 
Henry Gouse 
Cass i e W. Miller 
Ame lia Stamm 
Amelia H. Wh itmoyer 
Ellen Rebe cc a Whitmoyer 

This class was confirmed by Re v . Mr. Fritch on the 

fourth of Apri l, 1875 , and he adds this notation 

to t he lis t of names : "very interesting clas s " . 

A second class was c onfir med by Rev . ~r . Fri tch 

on the 29th of Aprll , 1876. The foll ow ing are 
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named as members of that class: 

Joseph Matz 
William E . Se i del 
Emma Matz 

Ma r y Eli zabe t h Soetzler 
Samuel Ar no ld 
Mary Ann De c kart 

Henry S . Hi 11 

On Ma rch 16 , 18 76 , the first mortgage of 

$2 ,181. 28 is recorded aga inst Immanuel Reformed 

and Evange l ical Luthe r an Church . The churc h was 

mortgaged by Harr i son S . Althouse , Jesse Matz , 

Benneville M. Gaul , Jose ph Huyett and Abrah am 

Matz . It is evident by t h i s time that t he me mbers 

of the Sunda y School and now members o f the 

Church could not rai se t he money to keep the 

church. It is a ls o evident fr om this document 

that t h e Luthe ran si d e of t h e Un i on Church was 

still active. 

Ac cording to the treasurer ' s re por t, 

worship services were being held ever y Sunday , 

regar d l e ss of t he financ i a l break- down of t he 

church . However , i n view of t he amount obtained 

by way of the "penny c ol l ections !!, it wou l d r equire 

some time until the y became debt free as a oon -

g regation. 

C, .' :1O!'m '. 

., 
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On J u ne 22 , 1878 , the church and a ll 

p r operty belonging to the church were put u p f or 

sale by the High Sheriff of Be r ks County , Alfred 

C. Kemp . The property wa s t he n c onveyed unto 

Jesse Matz J Ab raham Ma t z , Ha r r i son S . Althouse 

and Benneville M. Gaul. The price was not sta ted . 

On July 27th of t hat same year , Harrison 

Al thouse b r ought suit a gainst t h e c hurc h for t h e 

mone y they owed to him. 

The membe rsh i p of the church , at t he time 

of the fir st communion, was n i ne te en me mbers, and 

had g r own to eighty by t he e n d of 18 7 9 . 

The l ast regular serv ice was held on fEarc h 

14 , 1880 , at whic h time it was d ecide d to r eor -

gan ize t he congregation and co ns is t ory . A me eting 

was then ca l led for Marc h 27th of t hat same year. 

The following is a written sta te ment of t ha t meet -

ing : 

"Agreement Between The Congre gat i on and 
Harrison Althou s e , Abraham Matz , Jesse 
Matz and Ben Gaul , All of Cumr u . 

fiAt a regu lar congre gati onal and Con s is ­
torial meeting held in t he Immanuel ' s 
Church , March 27 , 1880 . The meet i n g wa s 
called t o or d e r by t he Pr es ' t of the 
consi s tory, and ope n e d by prayer . The 

...... ______ ....... ""' ....... ~.. .:lSi, _, .. ~~ . _." .. " .. ' . ,~, "', ~"". .iii" 1~ ~ !tk., 
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following business was transacted between 
the consistory and the above named persons--

Harrison Althouse, Ben Gau l, Abraham 
Matz and Jesse Matz proposed t o sell t he 
church cemetery and al l improvements be long­
ing to it , to the Immanuel ' s Reformed Con­
gregation (and to be used only by sa i d 
denomination) for sixteen hundred dollars -
On the following terms - (lst ) The congre ga ­
tion is to have Ei ght years time to make the 
l ast payment . (2nd) The congre gation is t o 
pay no interest, (3rd) The congre gation is 
to pay two hundred dollars annually on the 
f irs t day of April , (4th) The first payment 
of two hundred dollars is t o be pa id on the 
first day of April 1881. ( 5th ) If said pay­
ments are not met t he agreement is to be 
null and void. 

H. S . Alt house 
B. M. Gaul 
A. Matz 
Jesse Matz 

(signed ) 
Consistory 

M. L. Fr itch 
Geo. G. Ruth 
W. P . Hi gh 
W. V. Mohn 
Fran kl i n P . Mohn . II 

NOW the church wa s reorganized , and with a 

new spirit hoped to move a head unhindered . (Note 

tha.t in t his d ocument the church ' s name is s pe lled 

I mmanuel's. ) Also note that at th is time the 

churc h is only named as bei ng "Refor med "; evident l y 

the Lutherans had broken awa y by this t i me . 

There are s ome reports that t he Luthe r ans br oke 

away a s early as 1878 at whic h ti me the c hurch wa s 

"She r iffed ". 
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On April 10th in t he year 1880 , a new 

charter was drawn up and file d in t he Court Hou se 

at Reading . In t he copy of tha t charter, which 

is recorded in t he mi nut e s o f t he mee ting , t he 

title g iven t o t he c hur ch is spe l l ed "Emmanuel's 

Reformed Chu r ch "; howeve r, i n t he p r ov i sions of 

t hat same charter t he name is spe ll ed 11 Immanue l' 5 

Refor med Churc h ". The c har t er was appr oved on 

t he 21 s t day of Ma y , A. D. 1880 . 

The new me mbe rs o f the c on s istory as of 

this reorga n i zati on were t he f ol l ow i ng : 

M. L. Fritch , pastor 
Ge o . G. Ruth , elder 

F. P. Mohn , 

W. P . Hi gh , 
W. V. Mohn , 
deacon 

deacon 
deacon 

Fo l lowing t h i s agr ee ment , the members of 

t he c hurch s ubscribed to the f ollowi ng contract by 

signing t he ir name s and the amount they pl edged 

t o pay : 

"We t he unde r si gne d agree t o pay t he 
sum oppos ite ou r . names f or canc e l ling t he 
d ebt now r e sting on t he Im manu e l' s Church , 
Shillingt on . The amount subsc r ibed shall 
be in e i ght equa l payments not to exce ed the 
amount subscri bed or t he whole can be paid 
a t once if t he par t y desi r es . The first 
paym e n t is to be made on April 1, 188 1. 11 

! 
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The treasurer ' s report notes that there 

were just a few payments made during the year and 

s o a new contract was drawn up on June 19 , 1882 . 

This contract stated that t he re would be a reduc ­

tion of four hundred dollars from the origina l 

sixteen hundred dollars , providing the chu rch 

ever re ma ined a "Reformed Church " . It a ls o made 

the new provision t hat t he Sunday Schoo l was 

under t he jurisdiction of the church a nd its 

con si stor y , and t hat amounts of one hundred and 

fift y dolla rs was to be paid in eight installments. 

Again t here we re only a few payment s made 

on t h is debt by the congre gation , and on April 12 , 

1884 , and December 2 , 1884 , the r e we re mortgage s 

filed against the church fo r $1 , 600 . and $1, 000 . 

re spe ct i ve l y . 

These were years of many trials and tribu­

lati ons f or Immanue l Church . There is no accurate 

record as to how long Rev . Mr . Fritch served 

these people as t heir pastor . From the treasurer ' s 

records we learn t hat Rev . Mr. Fritch r eceived 

his last salar y on the 29th of Marc h , 1883 , from 

~.,~ .. ".,:~ .. , ,. 
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Immanuel Church . There is also a note in the 

"Records of Attenda nce " that Rev. Mr . Fritch was 

present and accounted f or until Ma y 2 2 , 1884 . 

The l ast class f or Confirmation by Rev. Mr . Fritch 

was t he c l ass confirmed on the 2 4 th of May , 1883. 

The fo llowing were members of t hat cla ss : 

John Y. Matz 
Katie High 
Annie Wisner 

George W. ,natz 
Hannah Hi gh 

There was a notation made after th i s c las s roll 

by Rev . Mr . Fritch wh i ch said , li very i ntere sti ng 

class". 

Th is brings to a cl o se t he past orate of Rev . 

Martin Luth.er Fritch at Immanu e l Churc h . Howe ver , 

Rev. Mr. Fritch continued t o s e rve Gaugle r' s , 

Allegheny and Plow churc he s . He r emained i n this 

capacity until 1889, when t he Rev. J . V. Geo r g e 

took his place as t heir past or. 

Alth ough Rev . Mr. Fritc h nO longer s e r ved 

the Shillington Church , he d i d , howeve r , ke e p his 

residence at Shilling ton, and h is wi fe and f am ily 

became loyal members of t he Shilli ngt on Church . 

It may well be s a id t ha t muc h of t he gr ound -

,'" 
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wor k was laid by Rev . Mr. Fritch. Al though the 

church did have its financial difficulties , Rev . 

Mr . Fritch cont i nued to pr each t he Gospel and 

s hepherd t he sheep as best he knew how . Rev . Mr . 

Fritch d ie d at the early age of 47 at t he end of 

t he nine teenth century somewhere i n Ph ilade l ph ia . 

At t he clo s e of Re v . Mr . Fritch ' s pastorate 

t he r e was a membersh i p of app r oximate l y thirty­

t hre e fe male s and th ir ty - three males . 

The curtai n slow l y descends at t he end of 

this per iod of hi s tor y , leaving t he me mbers of 

Immanu e l Churc h in a state of confusion and be -

wi l de r ment , fo r they not only are burdened with 

a l ar ge debt , but now they have no pastor as we ll. 

During t he s e ear l y years t he re were many 

men and women who found it i n their hearts to 

bui l d a community , and 8. church within that com-

mun ity , r egard l ess of the many bar riers that 

bloc ked their eve r y move . Thus , it wou l d seem 

Vlorth our wh ile to mention some of t hese men whose 

a c t i v i ties had a bear i ng - - directly or indirectly 

on the founding and gr owth of t he c hurch . The 

' ; 
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f o l l ow i ng is a l is t of these men and the work 

for wh ic h they a r e best r e membe r ed : 

J e s s e Matz was a f ar mer . He was also very inter ­

e s ted i n commun i ty affairs . He wa s on e of the 

b u i l ders a nd founde r s of Immanuel Church . He 

a ls o he ld t ownship offices for a numbe r of years . 

On e of h i s sons, Frankl i n P . Matz , became one of 

the l ead i ng mathematicians of the country • 

Abr aham Matz was a f armer . He too wa s ver y i nte r ­

ested in commun it y af fairs and a f ounder of 

Immanue l Church . 

Be nnevi l le M. Ga u l was another bu i l de r and f ounde r 

o f Immanue l Chur ch . He t oo was a farmer and a 

me mbe r of the Cumru Band for many year s . 

Ha rr i s on Al thouse was another builder and f ounder 

of the Immanue l Church . 

James G. Lash pur chased the Sa muel Shill i ng home 

and carr i ed on the butche ring business for many 

year s . A street in t he borough is named for h im. 

Jacob Potteiger , one of the largest drovers and 

cattle dea l e rs in Be r ks County , carried on his 

business in this town for thirty year s . 
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Conrad Y. Beid l er , a farmer , who at one time 

owned t he High fa r m and was a par t owner of the 

Three - Mile House p r ope r ty , was the fathe r of Mr s . 

Wm . Hi gh . He waS a l so very active in civic affairs . 

Wi lli am Shultz had a wheelwright shop on what is 

now Ph ilade l ph i a Avenue . 

Wi l son Swe it ze r, one of t h e propr i etors of t h e 

Thr ee - Mil e House , was conne c ted with the iron ore 

business . He was l ater e l ected prison inspector 

f or the count y . 

Willi am P . Hi gh live d on the All endale far m and 

was at that time one of t he best known men in 

town , for he ser ved for many years a s sc hoo l 

dir ector . 

Owen P. Deeds was a very well known veterinar y 

surgeon and dentist. He was also a horse trainer 

and act i v e i n the horse business . 

Samuel Sh i ll i ng , the founder of t he town, wa s still 

li v i ng at this t i me and served for many years as 

tax collector . 

Ephri am Sh i l ling was a well known wheelwri gh t and 

li ved on the farm adjoining t he c ount y f arm . 
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Honard M. Shilling was a school teac h er , florist , 

a member of t he Cumru Band J a Span i sh ¥}a r v e te r an 

and active in lodge and church work . It is said 

that he r e ceived more Sunday School attendance 

badg es than any other p e rson in t he town and 

vicinity . 

Frederick E. Shill i ng was an iron wo r ker , first 

president of the Ke y stone Fire Company , pr es i dent 

of the borough c ounc il , and for years a teacher 

of the Bibl e Clas s in I mmanu e l Sunday Schoo l . 

Ge orge w. Shill ing was an iron wor ke r . 

Willi am Albri ght was e l ected She ri ff of ge r k s 

County whi le residing in Sh illington . 

Mo ses Bic ke l wa s e mployed at t h e Coun t y Home as 

car penter a nd b lacksm it h f or t h irty year s and 

was prominent in commun ity affairs. 

Wi l liam Spires was at that time a reti r ed boatman . 

James Tr out was for fift y ye ars active in t he 

stone quarry busine ss . 

Rev . Henry V. Mohn was a retired un ited Brethern 

minister and a Civil War veteran . His fa.mily have 

been f aithful members o f Immanuel Church . His 

daughter I Mi ss Rhoda Mohn , was the superintendent 
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of the Primary Department for many years. 

Adam Rollman , who was the first burgess when the 

c ommunity was organi zed as a borough , was active 

in the butcher busine ss for about fort y years . 

He was a l so postmaster f or a number of year s . 

John G. Body , deputy steward of t he County Home , 

carpente r , supervisor of Cumru Townsh ip for many 

years, was active as postmas t e r, a membe r of the 

town council and was ver y acti ve i n church wor k . 

Charles S . Hill, Civil 1l'Jar veteran and s alesman , 

was superintendent of Imma nuel Sunday s c hool f or 

many years. 

Vl illiam Fic t hQrn >va s a hatte r and one of the early 

members of the Cumru Band . 

Mary Deeds I l ater t he wife of Adam Rol l man , wa s 

postmistress from the time of the establ i shment 

of the borough until 1892 , a pe r iod of eight 

years . 

Howard L. Hartman was a ci gar manufac t ur e r . His 

busine ss vias located on Philade l phia Avenue J where 

he e mploye d about a dozen hands . He was burgess 

and active in communit y affairs . He was wide l y 
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known as a band l eader . He was very active in 

Immanuel Sunday School work . 

Benneville H. Hemm i g was a famous band l eader, 

hav i ng l ed t h e Cumr u Band at the age of sixteen . 

Later he l ed t he Hemmi g ' s Cor net Band , which is 

now t he Winona Band. He was t he first organ ist 

at Immanuel Church, Sh illing ton, and served in 

t he same capacity at y ocum ' s Church i n Gr i l l . 

Gott l eib Gouse, butcher and ga rde ner at t he County 

Home , was t he fir st barber located here . 

Christian Kol l er , James Fry and Hiram Kegerise 

were among t he earliest employ ees at the Hende l 

Hat Factory . 

Samuel Bitting , a supervisor of Cumru Townsh ip , 

was f or thirty years bar - tender at the Three Mile 

House . 

Charl es Boss ler J c onstable of Cumru Township J was 

a supervisor of the township , and l ate r a constable 

of the Borough . 

Henry S . Gring was a farme r, l ater connected with 

the lumber business , and stil l l ater t he Reading 

Eagle . 

Al bert Tobias was t h e first su pe rintendent of the 
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Hendel Hat factory . 

John Gr ing was an i mplement dealer and we 11 

dr iller . 

William V. Mohn was a hatter, a cigar maker , 

janitor of the schools, superintendent of the 

infant department of Immanuel Re for med Sunday 

Schoo l, a l so the Church ' s sexton for many years 

and was one of the best baritone p l ayers in t he 

county . 

Frank P. Mohn was a hatter and blacksm ith . 

Wi lliam A. Miller was a cigar maker, butcher, 

storekeeper , member of the Wi nona Band for 

twenty years and its l eader for twenty y ears and 

served faithfully as superintendent of Immanuel 1s 

Sunday Schoo l for thirty - three years . He is t he 

oldest living member of the church at this writing . 

Jacob H. Matz Vias for forty ye ars a butcher and 

for many years a laborer . 

Will i am Marks was a laborer and an iron- worker . 

Jacob Hoffert was a laborer and a florist ' s 

helper . 

Luke M. Deeds was a driver of race horses and 
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staged many chariot races in t he borou gh . He 

was l ater a florist. 

Davi d C . Bohn Vias B. laborer. f a r me r and l a ter t he 

bank watchman . 

Willi am H. Bohn wa s an ice dea l er, a butcher , a 

stor e keeper and a restaurant owner. 

John M. Wertz was a blacksmith and a mach ine 

worke r . 

Ri chard G. Body was a farmer and a me mber of the 

Cumru Band . 

John F r omm was a c ob b l e r and a member of t h e 

building committee of I mma nue l Chu r ch . 

Wil liam Kr i ng was a far mer and a l umbe r de ale r. 

Amos Kurtz was a farmer and a yoeman. 

Joseph Huyett was a mille r and a membe r of the 

build ing committee of Im manu e l Chur c h . 

Cyrus H. He mmig was a c igar sa l e sman and a member 

of t h e Cumru Band . 

Dan iel Miller was a f ar me r and l ater a ci gar 

manuf ac t urer . 

Danie l Es he l man was a f armer and y oeman . He was 

also a membe r of t he fir st commi ttee to pur c hase 

land f or the I mmanuel Church for t h e Luthe ran s . 
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James Barton was an iron worke r . 

I rv i n Bi t ting was a butcher , a ci gar make r and a 

councilman for years . 

Augustus G. Body was one of the organizers of the 

Cumru Band and later elected Jus tice of the 

Peace of the borough . 

Edward Fritz was a carpent e r and contractor for 

many years . 

Wi l l iam Wagner was a pa intin g c ont r actor . 

George Matz was a carpenter and very active i n 

Immanuel . Church . 

Dr . Leonard G. Ha in was the first doctor to l ocate 

in the borough in 1893 . 

Al thoug h these me n and wom en now "rest 

f r om t he ir labors lI , t he work wh ich t h e y did , 

whether great or small J shal l n ever be f or g otten 

and t heir "wor ks do follow them" . 
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CHAPTER F OUR 

THE PASTORATE OF RE VEREND .I I LL I M. 
J . KERSHNER 

The years be t ween the resiBnat ion or 

withdrawal of Re v. M. L . fritch and the beginn i ng 

pastor ate of Rev. Wi lliam J . Ke rshner ar e years 

t hat are covered wit h t he haze of l ost minutes , 

inaccur a te dating and failure to rec ord the 

important event s of that pe r iod . Hence we can 

only surmise much o f t he f ollowing material . 

From an ent r y in the treasurer ' s book , 

dated Ma rch 14 , 1886 , we fi nd that the sum of 

thirty do llars was paid to a Rev . H. Mish l e r. We 

may deduce from this tha t Rev . Mr . ~ ishler had 

preached there for at l eas t a year J V'lh ic h co u ld 

mean from 1884 to 1885 . Th is deduc ti on was 

made from the fact t hat $30 . was t he ave r age 

yearly salary f or preaching at that time . 

The church records report no more than 

th i s fragmentary inf or mation concer~ing Rev . H. 

,H shler) but we learn from t he f.Jinutes of Leban on 

Cl ass i s that he served vari ous pastorates at 
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Ham il ton , Pa . , Pi ne Grove , Pa ., and later at 

Fri tz t own , Pa . I t may well have bee n during his 

pastorate at Fritztown that he supplie d I mmanuel 

Church , wh i ch is only a fe w miles away . ",Ie can 

on l y guess . 

While the congregation at Sh i lling ton was 

s t rugg ling under t he we i ghty burden of mortg a ges 

and supp l y preache r s , there were oth er happening s 

with i n the county that would later have a d irect 

bearing on Immanuel Church . 

On June 11 , 18 83, Rev. William F . P . Davis 

passed away . Rev . Mr . Davi s , bef ore his death , 

was pastor of Hain ' s Church , Wernersville , Yocum ' s 

Chur ch , Gr ill, and St . John ' s Church , S ink ing 

Spring . His death left t hese c hurc hes without a 

pastor. 

On August 6 , 1883 , Lebanon Gl a ssis ad vised 

the congregation of Kissinger ' s Church , S ink ing 

Spring , to detach itself fro m t he S ink i ng Spring 

Charg e and join wit h t he ne w Re f ormed interests, 

about to be org ani z ed on North Ni n t h St re e t I 

Reading . Th e "interes ts" they had in mi nd we re, 
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in all probabil i ty , the new congregation of ~t . 

Stephan ' s Church , Reading . 

It was also at t h is time that the Cl a ss is 

advised the yocum ' s congregation to detach itself 

from the S i nk i ng Spring Charge and join with t he 

forces of St . John ' s Church , Reading , wit h a view 

to mak i ng that chur ch self - supporting . 

The f i na l order , i ssued at that time by the 

Cl ass i s , was an order t hat Ha inls congregation 

and St . John ' s congregat ion should constitute the 

Sinki ng Spring Charge . 

What happened in the next fe w years to 

Kissing er ' s Church and the ~ocum ls Church will 

ever rema i n a matter for speculation, but on r.~ay 

30 , 1885 , the Lebanon Classis instructed a com­

mittee to install the Rev . William J . Kers b~ er as 

pastor of the S inking Spring Charge , wh i ch was, at 

that time , on l y Ha in l s and s t. John ' S Churches . 

At the same meeting of Cl ass is t he congrega­

tions of Sh i l lington and Ki ssinger ' s were advised 

to join togeth er and select a young man for thei r 

pastor . This never happened . 

----" 

! ' 
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By this time the peop l e in Sh illington had 

heard of this new pastor coming so close to the ir 

church and t h erefore prevailed upon h im to se rve 

them. In all probability th i s was in the winte r 

of 1884 and 1885 . 

In t he meantime Lebanon Cl ass is was still 

pushing the p roject of j Oining ·Ki ssinger ' s Church 

and Immanue l Church with other congr egat. ions as 

self - supporting charges. Against this idea both 

Kissinger 's and Immanue l' s congregations re be lled, 

and appealed to the Classis to cease snch action . 

Thus it wa s on May 29 , 1885 , that Classis r e sol ved 

itself into a Comm i ttee of t he ~ho l e to take i nto 

consideration the state of thing s in the yocum 

Char ge , as it wa s then called. This charge con-

sisted of yocum ' s , Immanue l and Kissinger ' s. 

Aft e r a lengthy d i scussion the Committee of the 

Who l e "rose and left the subject in t he hands of 

the Comm i ttee on Reconstruction" , where it d i ed a 

natural death and was never discussed as planned. 

On June 1, 1885 , t he Committee on Recon­

struction of Lebanon C l ~5Sis did r e solve t he 
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followi n g : "That in view of t he fact that Rev . 

William J . Ke rshne r has already a l arge charg e 

with abundance of mate rial , and in view of the 

fact that he cannot possibly su pp l y the t h r ee 

neighboring congregat ions of y ocum ' s , Kissing er ' s 

and Sh illington , the Cl ass i s i s c onstra i n ing to 

wi thhold its consent fr om t he contemp l a ted a r ­

r ange ment between Rev . W. J . Ke rs hne r and ~ocum 'S 

Charge , and Broth er Ke rshner s hall d isc ontin ue 

his l abors in t hose c ongregations wit hout d elay . 11 

Following this resolution t here i s no f urth er 

notice to Re v . Mr . Ke r shner and no fur the r remark s 

by t h e Commjttee on Re cons t r ucti on . Thus we may 

assume t hat Re v. Mr . Ke rshne r c ontinued h i s l abors 

witn Yocum ' s Church and 'f/ it h t h e Sh illington 

Church and d i d no t "cease!' as h e was i nstructed 

to do. 

It is f ortunate for t he Immanue l c ongr ega ­

tion t hat h e did n ot obey t he r ec ommendation of 

Cl assis at t hat time , but s ought to l abor whe re he 

felt God had called h im . There f ol l owed fro m t h is 

ventur e a l ong and frui t ful pastorate among t he 

peop l e a t I mmanuel Church . 
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At the beg i nn i ng of Re v . Mr . Ke rshne r ' s 

past or ate t he churc h consisted of on l y one r o om 

wi t h t he mo s t rustic equi pmen t, t he c ongregat i on 

was n ot or gan i zed and t he re wa s a heavy i ndeb t e d­

n e ss h a ng i n g over i t s h ead . It is qu it e a pparent 

from t he t r easurer ' s record s t hat Re v . Mr . 

Ke rshne r ' s abi li t y as an adm i n i strat or and or ­

gani ze r was outstanding . Wi t h in a pe r i od of 

se ve ral years afte r h e be g a n h i s pa s t or ate a l l 

t he p r e v ious debts i n c urred ha d bee n pa i d i n fu ll 

and t he church me mb er s h i p had g r own by leap s and 

b ound s . 

Al ong with the g r ow t h of t he c hur c h , t he 

Su nday School wa s a l so deve l op ing int o one of 

t he fi n e st r u r a l Sunda y s c hools in t he county . 1"e 

hav e s een t h~ important part that t he Un ion Sunday 

Sc hoo l p l aye d i n s hap i ng the de stiny of the churc h 

fr om i ts f ounding . I t mu s t a l so be sa i d that 

man y o f t he s und a y Sc hoo l l eader s later be oame t he 

lI p ill a r s " o f the church . Mu c h of the ne eded equip ­

ment f or t he c hurch waS purchased by the s unday 

Sc hoo l . I t i s r eported i n the ear ly mi nutes t hat 
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t he Sunday Schoo l fu rn i shed t he firs t c a r peting 

in t he church a n d the first hymn books . 

Al thou gh t he r ecords o f t he Sunday Sc ho ol 

were v e r y accu r ately k e p t a nd st i l l r e ma i n in a 

re adable cond i tion , i t i s i mp os sibl e t o rec ord a t 

th i s time a ll the i n t e r est i n g h i s t or ical fac t s . 

The earlie st re c ords st ill i n exi s tence ar e 

recorded in a mi nu t e b ook wi th the foll ow i ng t i tl e : 

"The Pro perty 
of 

The Gold e n Rule Un ion 
Sunday Sch oo l o f the I mmanue l 

Chur ch of Sh illing t on 
Be r ks County 

Book 
No . 2 

Pe nna Ma rc h 5th 1887 
In t he year of our 

Lord Je sus Ghri s t A. D. !! 

Hi ram e'm Eic ke l 

se cr etar y 

Th e orde r o f s e rv i c e and minutes we r e 

rec orde d a s f o llows : 

I' Shl 11ington Mi nutes of t he 
Feb 27 , 8 7 Sunday schoo l of 

Go l den Rule Union 
t he Immanue l 

church 

Ou r scho o l was opened s ing ing on pa ges 80x51x44 
Out of t he b ook o f Ga t es of Praise . The 
Apostles Cre ed was Repeated by the s choo l Read ­
i ng l ess on Matt 20 chapter 1 x 37 : 
Off ic ers pr esent 4 Teachers 6 Vl~ltor s not any . 
Gr il s 16 Boy s 12 Total 34 c ol e c tlon 20 cen t s 
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weather - stormy - t he school was c l osed by 
r ep ea t lng the Lord ' s Prayer and s ing i ng on 
Pa g es 46 x 56 x 63 Gate s of Pr a i se . Sunday 
Sch oo l ne xt Sunday i n the afte r noon at one 
o ' c lock P. M., bef ore Church , Chur ch at two 
o ' c lo ck . 

H. Wm Bi cke l - sec . 
We departed i n peace and har mony . 1I 

Th i s i s an examp l e of the we ll kept re cor d s 

of t he Sunday Sc hoo l . The recor d s beg i n , howe ve r I 

wi th the book marked IINo . 211. It would be ve r y 

i nt erest i ng to be ab l e to read the book marked 

II No . 1 11, but that has been lost . 

I t is evident from the rec ords t hat the 

or der of servic e f or t he Sunday School was fairly 

r out i ne . Every wee¥- there wou ld be the same 

s erv i ce re c orded . There were also special services 

and teache r - of ficers meetings , he l d for the pur -

pos e of plann i ng sessions and entertainment af -

f a irs . The Sunday Schoo l held many affairs for 

the commun i ty in these ear l y day s , such as p icnics 

on the Fourth of Ju l y , Christmas Eve entertain-

ments and New Year ' s Eve celebrations . In f act 

Immanuel Church may well have been the only source 

f or good enter tainment in the town at that time . 

l:~any of these entertainments were he ld in the 
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!'Three - Mile House Park", very near to the present 

site of the Lutheran Church . 

The r ecords are very accurate for all the 

Sunday School activities through the years , tel l -

ing the attendance and names of each member , the 

weather and the lessons for the day . 

Superintendent s of t he Sunday School during 

the pastor ate of Rev . Mr . Ke r sh..'1er were : Frederick 

R. Bechtel , Frank Stoudt , Charles S . Hil l, H. R. 

Carl, Willi am A. ~iller, ~ ilton Artz and Charles 

J . Hemm i g . 

Among the many gif ts presented to the Church 

by the Sunday School was the bel l nOw hanging in 

the towe r . The follo wing is the inscription on 

that bell : 

"Th i s was pre sented by the union Sunday 
School to Immanuel Church of 
Shi llington ) Fa . Aug . I , 1889 ." 

I.!c Shane Bell Foundry 
Ba l timore , Ed . 1889 . 

The bel l was probably installed on the roof 

of the ma in building , for at that time the r e was 

no tower in which it could hang . nhen t he tower 

was erected the bell was then rem ov ed to its 
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p r esen t l oc a ti on whe r e it is still call i ng 

worsh i pe r s t o Church School and 'Y orship . 

Fr om th i s i nsc r iption on the bell and 

s e vera l records wh i c h refer to t he Sund ey School 

a s a "Un10n" Sunday Schoo l, we may assume t hat 

t he Luthe r an s we r e sti ll attend i ng . It was prob­

ab ly a "Un i on" Schoo l unti l about 1890 , when the 

Luthe r ans d ropped away . tak i ng a few of the 

Ref o rmed pe op l e with them t o make pre parations f or 

t he ir own church bu ilding at the turn of the 

c ent u r y . Th i s is ver i fie d by those pe rson s st il l 

li v i ng today who r ecall t hese events as they we r e 

told them . 

Unt 11 the year 1894 I Rev . Iil r . Ke rshner I s 

s ala r y was ,~ 40 . 00 p er year . I n August of 1894 the 

Cons i story began the use of t he Trpfarr er ' s Ge ld 'l 

or II Preac he r' s Pay !! for meeting the pa stor's 

sa l a r y , It i s interesting to note t hat as a re -

su lt of t h i s new s ystem the money t ha t was r ece i ved 

to pay t he minist e r was always double t he amount 

that he actuallY received , e . g . , if t he "Pfarr er rs 

Ge l d H col l ection waS $9 9 . 00 , the pastor would 



67 . 

r ece i ve a yearly salary of only ,:'50 . 00 . This 

system continued to be i n effect until 1915 , at 

wh i ch t i me the npfar rer ' s Geld ll amounted to 

11358 • 8 3 , wher eas the actual paid salar y was only 

$150 . 00 pe r year. No doubt the consistory fe l t 

i t was t oo much to pay the ministe r the fu l l amount 

r e a li zed by th i s col l ection , despite the fact 

tha t it was the amoun t the congregation felt he 

deser ved . The new term for such collections was 

"church dues" , wh i ch wou l d take in a IImu l titude l1 

of expenses and at the same time hide the amount 

that was to be paid for the minister. 

Another interesting note i n t he treasurer ' s 

r ecords i s the payment of $4.00 to the Sexton , 

Geor g e Matz , for the lfrlng ing of the bell!1 for one 

year. 

Until the end of t h e nineteenth ce n tury t he 

inte r ior of the church was furnished with onl~' t he 

bar e necessities . There we r e benches for pews , a 

I' pot belly'! stove , coa l oil l amp s . The walls were 

r ough , and t he other fixtures we re rustic and crude . 

In 1898 , the church people saW the ir need for an 
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edifice that would be mOre conducive t o worship . 

The interior of the bui l d ing was t he refore re ­

modeled and the walls fr e scoed. The cost of t his 

operation was $650 . 00 . 

There is no recor d concerning the type of 

organ that had been i n use i n the churc h since i ts 

founding . This will have to re ma in among the dark 

pages of h istory. How ever, it was felt for some 

time tha t the or gan that was be ing used was too 

poo r to mee t the need s and wants of t he congre ga -

tion . So a mee,ting o f t he members of t he church 

Vias called· by Rev . Mr. Ke r shner afte r t he worsh i p 

service on Sunday even ing , Janua ry 17 , 1892 . 

At that me eting Eennev i l l e H. Hemm i g , 

organist, was nominated for pr e sident and e l ected 

by acclamation . The pr esident calle d the meet ing 

t o order and c al l ed upon the membe r s to ascerta i n 

t he sentiment relative to the purc has i ng of a new 

or gan. The mee ting waS adjourned to meet on 

Janua r y 25 , 1892 , at seven o l clock P . rJ. The 

f o ll owing is an account o f that meet ing : 

"Immanue l Church , Shillington , January 
25 , 1892 , ' 

Th e meeting was opened with slng lng and pr ayer . 



69 . 

Mr . B. H. Hemm i g , Dr e s , i n t he c ha ir , by t he 
p resIdent ' s Instruction it pr oceeded t o 
organ i za tion . 
On moti on I.,r. W. P . Hi gh was n omi nated f or 
V. Pr esident , elec t ed by accl amation . 
On mot i on Rev . W. J . Kershne r was nom i nat ed 
f or Sec r etar y , e l ected by acclamation . 
On moti on Mr. J . G. Body was nom i nated fo r 
Tr easur er, elected by acclamation . 
On moti on i t was agre ed t ha t t h i s soc ie t y 
should be known by t he nam e of : "The Chu r ch 
Ai d Soc i e t y . " 
On moti on t he mi n i mum fee was ag r eed upon t o 
be 5 cents , pe r mem ber . 
On motion i t was deci ded to hol d a !1Fast ­
Nacht Sociabl e on Tue s ., even i ng Ma rch 1, 
18 92 at 7 P . M. admis s i on t o b~ ten cen t s . " 

Thus t he wo r k of t he soc iety be gan . The 

societ y he l d many "So ci ab l es " and fest i val s . The ir 

biggest affa i r wa s a "T own Fair l
' , which was to be 

he l d on Ma y 28 , 1892 , and r un unt il June 11 , 1892 . 

on the schoo l g r ound s . 

The r emaind e r o f t he Soci ety ' s wor k and 

meet i ng s c on s i s te d o f p l ann i ng for th i s b i g e ven t , 

t he I'Town Fa ir ". The Winona Band was hi r ed at 

the c os t of ~ 10 . 00 pe r even ing , or $100 . 00 pe r 

season . ht of th l' S "Fa i rl l was to be The h i gh l i g 

d " C 1 Rope " . Ti ckets f or a "Ra zz el Daz ze l" an a ap e 

adm i s sion Vle re sold , poster s made , s t ands bu ilt 

and all othe r i ncident a l mat te r s were taken care 
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of by the Society . 

The "Fair ll was held and a large profi t was 

realized . At the fir st mee ti ng following the 

"Fair" the Society held a d i s cu ssi on on the 

difference between a "cabinet'! and a "pl·pe" org an . 

They voted to buy t h e "pipe " organ at a cost of 

$300 . 00 . 

On June 3 , 18 93 , t he organ was prope r l y 

dedicated a t se rvices he ld in t he church . The 

following is an account of that service : 

"June 3 , 1893 . The mus ic wa s furnis hed by 
Pr of . O. H. Unger and choir ; a numbe r of 
anthems we r e sung and several Violin and 
Violin S e l 0 (\1 10 11nce1 10 ) 50108S were r ende re d 
by O. H. Unger and So l omon unger . Rev . . J . V. 
Ge or ge delivere d a n address on h:us ic . c.:ol l ec ­
tion $6 . 15 . 

June 4, 1893 . The ded icati on Sermon wa s 
preached by the pastor , Rev . Ke rs chne r. The 
mus i c was rendered by the Sunday 2cho ol . Co l ­
lection $3 . 57. 

Sunday aft e r noon , Pr of . Thos. H. K rick de ­
live r ed an add r ess on Mu sic . The cholr fur ­
n i shed the music . Col l ection ~ 11 . 54 . 

Satur dav Even i ng . Ijus ic by the Immanue l 
Ref . Chr . Cho ir. The dedication by the pastor , 
assiste d by Thomas H. Krick . The organ was 
dedicated in the name of the soc I ety and the 
Sunday Sc hool . Co llection , 5 . 21. H. L. Fr Itch 
or gan i st . B . H. Hemm i g l eade r. T~e d~coratlons 
were fin e do i ng credit to the ladles . 
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Following these dedication services t he 

society de cided to change the purpose of their 

meet ing to that of a more l iterary character , 

so as to make the meetings more interesting . 

Th is waS done and within a few months the Society 

was d iscont inued for lack of participating members . 

The organist for the church f r om its be -

g i nn i ng unti l the tu r n of the century was Benne-

ville Hemmig , f ather of Charles J . Hemmig , retired 

Supervising Principa l of Sh illington Schoo ls . Hr . 

He mm i g also served yocum's Church, Grill , as 

organist from January , 1875, and continued in this 

capac ity until December 1902 . Mr. Remm i g wa s one 

of the outstanding musicians of t he county i n his 

day . He was cornet soloi s t for the Ringgold Band 

of Read ing , le ad er of the Winona Band , leader of 

his own Cornet Band and his own orchestra . 

It i s interesting to note that Mr . Hemmig , 

Willi am Miller , Howa r d Hartman and William tlohn 

. d t tt tn' at was we 11 known for compr lse a quar e e 

singing at funerals. 

One of Mr. Hemm i g ' s students of the organ , 

, 

~ 
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Mr . M. L . Fritch , son of the first pastor of 

Immanuel Church , became hIs succes sor at t he 

keyboard around 1898 and served in this capacity 

until 1934 . 

In 1903 there was a need for a new Sexton 

at Im manuel Church. The churc h was quite fortunate 

to secure W. V. Mohn for t hat position as he liv ed 

next door to the church. Mr. F.:ohn served in t h is 

capacit y f or many years doing many tasks be y ond 

those required of him . 

In 1907 the fir st missionary c ol l ection wa s 

taken. It is evident that t h e church people are 

nOlil beg inn i ng t o l ook beyond t h e mselves t o recog­

ni ze t he n eed s of t he wo rld . 

Worshipping by coal - oil or kerosene lamps 

until April of 1907, the people saw t h e need f or 

electric lights t o be installed. One morn i ng 

after the worship service in ths.t same month there 

was a s pecial collection taken for t hese new 

fi xtures . Tha t collection amounte d to .:;99 . 4 2 . 

The li ghts we r e t hen installed at a cost of 

$ 119. 48 . 
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The yea r 1908 Vias a big ye ar o f g r owth for 

I mmanue l Church . By th i s time the Su n da.y Sc h o ol 

had g r own too l a r ge f o r the pre sen t bui l d ing. 

The inf ant s had no c l ass r oom and t h e a dults 

we re b ei ng t a ught wit h t heir c h ild ren . 

Ev i d e nt l y t he c hurc h c ould ac commod a te 

its worsh i p e r s I but t hey too fe l t t he ne ed f or 

an e n lar ged ed i fice and a mor e worshipfu l 

sanctuar y . Thus it wa s at t h is time , 1908 , t hat 

t he churc h received a new fr on t in order t o 

ac c ommodate t he i nfant s choo l and t he Bib le 

Cl ass . At t hat s ame ti me a towe r was e r ecte d 

at a total cost of , 3 , 475 . 00 . 

The build i ng comm it t ee fo r this project 

con si s ted o f t h e f ol l owing men : John. y. Matz J 

Howard Rut h and Enos B . Messn e r . 

The fol l ow i ng i s an a ccount o f t he dedi c a ­

tion of t ha t new addi t ion and t he lay i n g of t he 

corne r s t one f r om t he Se pt e mber 12 , 1908 i ssue of 

t he tl Re ading We e kl y Eag l e " : 

" n .'l:ANUEL REF ORMED CHURCH . SHILLIl "GTON . 

LAYS CORNERSTONE OF E!,lLARGED Sf) IF IC~ 
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Rev . W. J . ]{ershner , Pastor, Assisted by 
Rev . A. V. Casselman , of Read i ng - In ­
teresting Exerci ses in Connection with 
the Event - Handso me House of Worship . 

In t he pre s ence of a large audience the 
cornerstone of Immanue l Reformed Church , 
Shill i n g ton, w as l aid Sunday after noon . 

The congregation is not e r ecting a new 
ed ifice, but ren o",rat ing and extending the 
o l d . While t he impr ove ments are go ing on 
services are he l d in the c hurch . 

Pri or to the corne rst one l aying services 
we re conducted in t he c hur ch by Re v . W. J . 
Ke rs~~er and Rev . A . V. Casselman , pastor 
of Ca lva r y Re for med Church , Reading . 

The serv ices were opened wi t h an anthem by 
the choir, l ed by VI. A . lvi iller , wh ile Prof. 
M. L . Fritch presided a t t he organ . 

Re v . Kershne r, the pastor of the congrega ­
tion , conducted t he opening service . The 
congregation sang "Ro c k of Ages " . Rev . 
Kershne r read t he 122d Ps alm and Rev . Cassel ­
man offere d prayer) afte r wh i ch al l joined in 
the hymn t1 I Love To Tell The Storyll . 

Re v . Casselman ' s Sermon 
The sermon was delivered by Rev . Casse lman , 

who chose f o r h i s text Joshua 4 : 6 : " ~ha t mean 
ye by these stones?ll . 

The s peake r exp l ained t he connec tion in 
wh i c h t hese wo r ds we re used when the children 
of Israe l, a f ter passing over the Jordan into 
p romi sed land , erected a monument as a memorial 
of God ' s goodness . It was then said that their 
chi l dren wou l d ask : II What mean ye by these 
stones? lI . 

The speaker continued : Suppose , when this 
se r v i ce i s ove r, your chi l dren should ask : 1I ~·;h at 

do you lay this corne rstone for?lI . "!hat would 
be your answe r ? Why do we lay corner stones? 
I n connection wit h the laying of the stone we 
ho l d a little service , but is t lat all i t means? 

If the corne r of the bu ilding g ives way it 
is bad for t he building . The masonr y of the 
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corne r of the building i s hard to put to ­
ge ther and keep together. If the foundati on 
of a building is poor t he who l e bu ild ing is 
poor . Consequently ever since men pu t up 
buildings the y t a lked about t he importance 
of t he cornerstone and were ve r y careful 
about it . In Egypt you will find building s 
t hat have stood for 7000 or 8000 years t ha t 
have corne rstones as large as t h i s church and 
seven feet square . 

Eve r ything done in t he c hurch is symb olic 
of somet h ing far be tter. The bread and t he 
wine in communi on and t he water in bap t ism 
are symbols of somet!l ing f ar better. 

The cornerstone is a symbol of Jesus 
Christ-- 1I 0 t her foundations can no man l ay 
than that wh ich is l a idll . Jesus Christ is 
t he chief corne rs tone o f His c hurch . He is 
not t he only stone in the corner , but He is 
t he chief one . 

The cornerstone b inds the building together. 
What bind s us toge t he r as Chr istians ? We ar e 
bound togethe r by our mutual love in Christ . 

Article s De posit ed in the Stone 
Now we put s ome t h ing int o the s t one . First , 

we put a Bible into it . This b oo k tells us 
ab out Jesus Christ . As t he bu ild i ng is h eld 
toge t her at the corne r ~y a st one , so t he f i rst 
t hing in the c hurch i s the Bible . yoU can 
have a church without pews and without an 
or g an. In fact I you can g et along without 
everyth i ng e lse excepting t he Bi b le . The 
stone, t herefore I symbolizes t he b i nd ing 
force of the Bib le . 

Bread and lN ine a re p lace d in t o the s ton e . 
A church without a co mmunion is a poor c hurc h . 
II I am the Br e ad of Lif e . He t hat e at et h of 
t his Br ead and drinke th o f t h i ~ cup hat h ever ­
lasting life . 11 Wha t is t he c hur c h for exce pt 
to pr epare its me mbe rs for eterna l life ? 

We put int o t he st one a book c onta i n i ng 
t he forms of wor s h ip. For ms of s om e k ind a re 
necessar y . As long as we are i n the bod i e s 
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we must have some kind of forms . If t he 
stone represents Christ our wo r ship of Him 
must have some form . 

Then we place a hymnbook into the stone . 
When we r each heaven we a r e going to sing . 
John J in his r evelation , saw every tribe 
and nation and they we re singing . 

The constitution and .the c harter of the 
church a~e placed int o t he stone . As the 
stone ho l ds toget her the cor ne r so this 
constitution and charter ho l d t he congrega ­
tion together . 

Copies of the . c hu rch pa pers a re deposited 
and Why? Because we want to symb olize t he 
fact t ha t the congregation is not so selfish 
that it thinks it is t ne only congregation 
i n the Re formed Church or i n the world . l".' e 

want to know what Reformed people a re doing 
elsewhere . 

The Reading pape rs , too , a r e depos it ed 
in the stone. What do these have to do wit h 
the church? They are not r e ligious papers. 
Well, any church that does not expect to 
have a de finite i nfluence on the communi t y 
had better tear down i t s building . We want 
to know what happens , what peopl e a r e think­
ing about . The papers symbo lize the fact 
that the church aim s to i n fl uence everyone 
who comes in contac t with it , the same as 
t he secular papers i n flu.ence people and mal<e 
us known to each othe r . 

What Coins S i gn if y 
Coins of this year are p l aced int o the 

stone . Do you t h ink a churc h can be run 
wi thou.t money? ~.~ oney i s sa i d to be the 
root of al l evil , but it can a l so be the 
root of a l l types of good . l~ha t is money? 
If I,'tle ha ve ~arned it I it is so much of Our ­
selves . If I earn a days w~ges , it repre ­
sents so much of my life . It is a day of 
myse lf . If I l ay that upon t hp eo.ltar , I 
have given God a part of myself . The aim 
of t he c hurc h is to lead men to g i ve them ­
se 1 ve 5 t a God . 
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The cornerstone, therefore , symbo li zes 
Je su s Chri s t - His wo r k in the world , His 
powe r , Hi s influence , His kingdom . 

Rev . J(e r shne r of fered prayer after which 
he announc ed that an opportun i ty would be 
g iven for everyone to pass by the corner­
stone and depos it an offering . Each pe r s on 
depositing 50 cents or more had t h e pri v ilege 
of having his na~e placed up on a pa per which 
wi ll be deposited in the stone . 

The services in the churc h were conclud ed 
by sing i ng " 0 Lord of Hosts!! . 

Rev . Ke rshner Lays Stone 
The congregation then pa ss ed t o t he out ­

side , where Revs . Kershne r and Cas s elman 
conducted t he serv ice pre s cribed b y t he 
Reformed ritual for such occasion s . Th e 
a ct of laying the st.one wa s performed by Rev. 
Ke rshner . 

Immanu e l Churc h was erected i n 1874 . The 
same s tone wh i c h occup ie d t he corne r of t he 
old ~difice was us ed in t he n e w. S ix fe e t 
wi ll be added to t he front of t he chu rc h and 
when all alterations ha ve been c omp l e t ed t he 
bui l ding will be one of the neat es t coun t r y 
churches in t he c ounty . 

In addition to the article s n a med by Rev . 
Casselma n , a Ref ormed Churc h a l manac and some 
old COins , taken from the cor ne r s t one when 
it was opened , were de posit ed . II 

Wit h the comp l etion of t he newl y r enova t ed 

church t here came a ne\", spi ri t i nt o t hf:" life and 

membe r sh ip of I m!!l anu e l Churc h . The bui l d i ng was 

nO"iI one of t he fines t in the county and t he 

peop l e wer e quite proud of it . 

The fir s t c l a s s f or c onfir mati on , f oll ow i ng 
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the renovation of the church ) were t he foll ow ing : 

I,Jary I~labe 1 Ar tz 
Sallie Mabel Behler 
Katie Alice Gaul 
Mil l ie Mine rva Ke ff er 
Laura r.~ inerva r:~atz 
Edna Florence Moyer 
Bessie Lav ina Thomas 
Bertha Florence Wentzel 
Stella Irene Wentzel 

Mamie Wieder 
Jerem iah A. Bossler 
Charles Hen r y Gau l 
.Jame 5 Gr ing 
Charles Joseph He mm i g 
Raymond L. ]Cric k 
Henry T . Matz 
Charles Calvin Shel l 
Adam l"I i 11 i am Staud t 

This class was confirmed by Re v . Mr . Ke rshner on 

Saturday evening. April 3 . 1909 • 

• In 1910 a build i ng fund wa s begun . Als o 

in this yea r a ne w !l Ai d S ocietyl1 wa s b~gQn and 

t he proceed s from t heir work we r e turned over to 

t he church . Th is amounted to severe.l hund r ed 

dollars . 

At a spec ial service h eld i n I mmanue l 

Church t he memb ers honored Re v. I~; r. Ke rshne r 

upon the Thi rtieth Ann iversary of h i s ordjnat ion . 

This ce lebration took p lace in October I 1910 . 

For many y e a rs the present organ had 

served the congregation fait hf u lly , but with tile · 

newly renova ted church , t he g rowing congr esation , 

the large r church a t tendance and t he dilapidated , 
o r gan , the congregation saw the need for a new 
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organ rather than repair the old one. 

In 1914 the congregation purchased an 

Austin organ . Due to the size of the electric 

blowers needed to furnish this org an with air , 

an extension was built on to the church of 

several feet . This new addition was built in 

the rear of the church and beneath t h e level of 

the church . At the time when this neVi addition 

was joined to the building t he re was no basement 

to the church, but it was so construc t ed t hat if 

a basement were bui l t in the futur e t h is new addi ­

tion would be part of that ba se ment . The cost of 

this addition was .'~; 2 J 800 . 00 . 

At the same t i me the new addition was built 

to house the mechan ism for operating the or g an it 

was decided to purchase a steam he ating unit f or 

the church S.t a cost of $600 . 00 . This unit wa s 

also housed in the new addition . 

Dur ing t he next fe n years t her e was a steady 

g r owth in membership at Immanuel Church . It was 

during these years t ha t a "Ladies ~e w ing Circle " , 

a 1tLadies Bible Cl ass ll and a l1 T.~en l s Pible Cl ass " 

were begun . 
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During the years of '."I orld '"!ar I there were 

many men leaving fr om I mmanue l Church to fight 

for their c ountry . Several of t he members of the 

church , as well as Re v . ~l r. Kershne r, gave lln~e lf­

ishly of their time to patriotic services within 

t he community. At the end of t he war , Im manuel 

Churc h gave generously to the 'Na r Re li e f Fund and 

late r to t he Japanese War Re li e f Fund. 

I t i s intere s ting to note at this pOint 

that, according to t he Treasurer ' s records , 8. 

large pe rcentage of the church I S fi nances v/e re 

ga ined fr om the proceeds of the c emetery . It wa s 

during these years that more land was purchased on 

New Holland Avenue for use by the church as a 

ce me tery . I n al l probabi li ty t h e church recognized 

the cemetery as not only a b~au tiful and peaceful 

spot for t hose who had been laid to rest , but as 

a bountiful source of inc ome also . 

It was a ls o about this time t ha t the s exton , 

';1. v. l.~ ohn , resigned after many years of f aithful 

se rvice to the church . Mar ti n Stoudt was e l ected 

to fill the va cancy and did so f o r many years. 
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By 1923 t he Sunday School and the Churc h 

a t tendance had gr own beyond t he bounds of t he 

wal l s ; something had to be done . The consistory, 

after a leng thy debate , voted to have a basement 

excavated beneath the church . This was done to 

make additiona l r oom f or the Sunday school . Late r 

that year i t was decided to remod e l the main 

aud i tori um at the same time that the basement vIas 

be ing e xea va ted . 

According to the earl i est minutes , still 

intact , the basement was completed by November 

of 1924 . On November 18 , 1924 , a special meet i ng 

of the consistor y was he ld to make arrangements for 

the dedicatory services f or the new basement . It 

was decided to have t he dedication services on t he 

2nd , 4t h and 7th of De cem be r , 1924. Rev . E . B. 

hle ssner was s elected to be t he speake r fo r Sunday 

ni ght . 

Wh en the basement wa s fini shed it was 

furni shed wi th cl ass d ivid e rs, chairs, t ab l es , 

f ixtures and necessary equ ipment for the k itc hen , 

and all othe r furnishings needed to make t h i s r oom 
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complete . The total expense for this basement 

was 1 11 , 456 . 09 . The following is an itemized 

list of the receipts : 

Bortgage on church 
Building Fund from S . S . 
Church Treasury 
Subscriptions 
Ladies Aid Soci ety 
Cemetery Fund 
Infant School 
Live Wire Cl ass 
Count On Me Cl ass 
Lumbe r and Material Sold 

_1, 2 , 567 . 92 
1 , 677 . 95 
1,588 . 78 
1 , 213 . 50 
1 , 000 . 00 

300 . 00 
134 . 81 
100 . 00 
100 . 00 

1700 . 00 
11 , 4 56 .09 

It is worth wh ile t o n ote at this pO i nt 

t hat the loan previou.sly mentione d was ju s t one 

of the many such loans g iven by Jor.Jl y . !.:at z . 

Throughout the pages of this history there is 

recorded many occasions when the church needed 

money for a special cause and received it from 

Mr . Ma tz . However , Mr . Matz always c harged 610 

int e rest on ever y loan , whic h see med to some 

people to be a too h i gh ra t e of interest to 

c harg e one ' s own church . Those wh o compl a ined 

about this rate of i nte re st ne ver kn ew that 1,~r. 

Mat z un se lfi sh l y returne d t h i s interest and more 

to the work of the church . 
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By the end o f the year 192 5 t he r emode ling 

of the chur ch was comp l eted a nd p l ans were made 

for the ded i cation of t he rem ode led auditorium 

and the basement under one title - t he Ded ication 

o f Immanuel Re f ormed Church . This dedication 

took place on January 3 r d , 5th , 6th , 7th a nd 9th, 

1926 . 

The program was to be t he la s t dedi cati on 

service attended by Re v . Mr . Ke rshne r and serves 

as a fitting tribute to the fine work he d id 

while pastor of Immanuel Church . 

The consistory at t h is time was as follows : 

Elders - Wellington Kric k , Harris on Foreman , 

William Fichthoro , Oscar White ; Deae.ons - \7a l ter 

Wentzel , Frank Reigel J Earl Ruth , Cl a r ence 

Wentze l; Trustees - J . Y. Matz , Howard Ruth and 

George Ma tz . 

The cho i r at th i s time was as follows : 

Sopranos - Al verda Ruth , Elsie Haio , Kathryn 

Bartho l d , Florence Hartz , Edna Ro l and , Laura 

Roland , Emma Rittenhouse , Ruth Ganster , Margaret 

Kegeri se , Ruth Weaver, Marguerite Frankhouser , 
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Esther Kolb ; Altos - Thelma Arn o l d , Mrs . Bar y 

Ho llenbach, Mrs . Thelma Kachel , Ma ry Dunke lberge r ; 

Tenors - Lewis Willi s , Wi lliam Bitt i ng J Luther 

WeiSS , Norman Heister, Walter Straus e , Calvin 

Hemmi g ; Basses - Herman Mill er , Prof . Char l es 

Hemmig , Daniel F itterling , Robert Hummel , Ar thur 

Neatock , William Rees and Edw i n Becke r . 

The officers of t he Sunday Sc hoo l for t h is 

year were as follows: PreSid ent , Dan iel F itter ­

ling ; Vice Pr eSident , Floyd Mosser ; Adv is ory 

Supe r intendent , Charles J . He mmig ; Assoc i ate 

Superintendents, W. E. Parson , Robert Fister ; 

Treasurer, J . Y. Matz j Secretary , Anna ~.l atz ; 

Ass istant Secretary , Kenne th Eberly ; Pian ist , 

Pri scil l a Ruth ; Assistant Pianist , Florence Hartz ; 

Librarian, Cl arence Wentzel, Assistant Librarians , 

Mar garet Kegerise , Doro thy Arno l d ; Deacons , Fern 

Von Neida , Carri e f,1 ohn ; Ass i stant Deacons , Mae 

St e r ne r and Dorothy Weinhold . 

The teachers and l eaders of the Sunday 

Schoo l we r e as follows : Adult Bible Cl a ss , ~aul 

B. Horn i ng ; Live Wire Cl ass , Charles J . Uemmi g ; 
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young Ladies Bi ble Class , Henry B. Ma tz; young 

Peoples Department, Superintendent , Fann ie poll ; 

Ass istant Superintendent, Daniel Fitterling ; 

Teachers , Stella Wentzel , ~.~ rs~ C. J . t:emmig , Ali ce 

Lor ah, Martha Artz , Susan Art'z , Fannie Hol l , 

Bertha Dunke l berger , ~.cary Dunke lberg er I J . y . 

Mat z, Howard Sh i l l ing , Fred Gehr e.t , Earl Ruth . 

Edward Dunkelberger, Frank Re i ge l; Tempe rance , 

Mrs . Howa rd Shilling j Mi s sionary, Paul B. Horning ; 

Jun i or Department , Superintendent , Ur s. Cl a rence 

Wentzel ; Teachers , Gr ace Boone , Ur s . H. Sh illing , 

Elsi e Hain , fi.i rs. Irvi n Bitl er, Gertrude Dunke l ­

be r ge r , Kathryn Long , Ca t her i ne Zieg ler , Thelma 

Ar nold i Pri ma r y Department, Super intendent , Olive 

Burkhart ; Teache r s, Kathryn Bar thold , Al verda 

Ruth , Ruth Weaver, Ma r guerite Frankhouser, F l orence 

Hartz , Anna Sm ith ; Crad l e Ro ll , Vathryn Parthol d ; 

Home Department , ~rs. Charles ~osser ; Orc hest ra 

and Song Leader , Hm"la rd L. Ha.rtman . 

The ded ication servic e , held at 10 :00 A . ~ . I 

Sunday , Janua r y 3 , \'las featured by the following 

soloists ; A. S . Neatock , ~ iss Emma Rittenhouse , 
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Miss Esthe r Kolb and f.Hss "dna Ro l and . Re v . II . 

Y. Stone r delivered t he sermon . 

The se r vice at 2 :00 P. ~'~ 'l the same day , 

included a re w selection s by a quartette - Ral ph 

Hemmig , Herman Mill er, Samu el Neatock and Lewis 

Miller , a 8010 by Herman Miller and a viol i n so l o 

by Leroy Conrad . The add r ess was g iven by Re v . 

Thomas W. Dic kert , D.D . J of Re ading , and re mar ks 

we r e g i ven by the f ormer Sunday Schoo l Super i n­

tendent s. Mi lton Art z . Wi 11 iam Mi 11er and Jacob 

Hemmig . 

The ser v i ce t ha t same evening consisted of 

music furni shed by t he comb i ned cho i rs of Ha i n ' s 

Church and I mmanuel Church , s olo s by Mis s Vened i 

He inbac h , due t by ','{a lte r St rause and Arthur 

Neatock , and t he sermon by Rev . I . ~ . BeavBr of 

Read ing . 

On Tuesday evening , Rev . Elmer Cob l ent z , 

of Second Church , Reading , was the speaker , and 

on Wednesday evening the Re v . John F . Moyer gave 

t he sermon . on Thur sday even i ng the pastors of 

the other churches in Sh illing ton , Re v . Victor 

Kroninger and Rev . I . E . Johnson , brought t he ir 

'" 
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g r eetings . 

On Saturday even ing Pr eparatory and Confir -

mation Services were held and t h is wa s followed 

by the Ho l y Communion Se rvice on Sunday . The 

following a re t he names of t he members of that 

confirmat i on class that had the d i stincti on of 

be ing t he fir st clas s to b e c onf irmed in t h e n ew ly 

remode l ed church , and , reg r etfully , t he last class 

to be c onfir med by the Re v . Mr. Ke r shne r. 

Dorothy Mae Arnold 
He.len 'Jargueri te Co l dren 
Mary Cather i ne Dunkelberge r 
j~j arguer i te Frankhouse r 
Elsie Elizab et h Ha i n 
Margerite Sarah Lutz 
He len M. Snyd er 
Sadie Eve l yn Stitzer 
Ann ie ~.1 ae Sweitzer 
Ka thryn N. White 
Ray Bart ho l d 
John Conrad 
Kenneth ~dw i n Eberly 
Carl B . Eshe lman 

Lu ke W. Fi sher 
Clinto n F . Flickinge r 
Geor ge R . Hain 
Arthur Kef fer 
Charle s Ke f fe r 
J ohn Keff e r 
Harold C. l!ark s 
Berton lee Shonour 
Parold C. St effey 
<-Tames "' e jss 
John S . ' ~: eiss 

Th e foll ow ing also attende d the class 

Earl Sw eitzer 
Herman Lutz 
Le roy Von Neida 

~.r argarite Ke ge rise 
Lami e Eixler 
~.i i r i am Br ight 

When t he church was remodeled at th i s time 

many changes were made to t he main auditorium . The 

parti tion around the room unde r the balc ony wa s 
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r emoved , so as to per mi t mor e seating room for the 

church , the c hoir pews were arranged to f a ce e a ch 

other on either side of the chance l , rather than 

behind the pulp it facing the congregation , a 

chance l r a ili ng was installed , and all new furn i -

ture f or the sanctuary and the nave was install ed . 

Many of the old pews were sold at t h is time , but 

a few of t hes e still remain and may be f ound on the 

church ba l cony . The cos t of t h i s furn i ture amounted 

to $4 ,10 0 . 0 0 • 

The tota l cost of the r emodel i ng of t he 

main auditorium was $ 7 , 88 5 . 00 . The tota l co s t of 

the ba se ment wa s ; 11 , 4 5 6 . 00 . After pay i ng a s many 

b ills as it cou l d , the churc h bor r owed t he remai nde r 

f r om t he Sh illingto n Bank. The total i ndebtedness 

of the c hurch thus amounted to '~' 6 , 503 . 00 at t he 

c lo s e of Re v . I~~ r . Ke rshne r ' s pastorate . 

on Jun e 27 , 1926 , at a spec ial service f or 

the Knights of Malta i n Immanuel Church , the Rev . 

Mr. Ke rshne r descended from that pulpit for the 

la st time . The next day , a ft er a funeral, he re -

turned home exhausted and retired to bed . It was 
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at th i s time that t he Sunday Sch oo l of Immanuel 

Church celebrated its Fifti eth Anniversary , and 

the last formal ac tion t a ken by the consistory 

while Re v . Mr . Kershne r was pa s t or was a note of 

congratulations t a the Sund ay School on its 

ann i versary . 

Dur i ng t he illness of Rev . ]clr . Kershne r 

the cons i stor y voted to call Mr . Van De v ere to 

supply and preach until furt he r arrangements c ou l d 

be made . 

Rev . ,Jr . Kershner d i ed September 20 , 1926 . 

Flov/ers were sent t o t he f une r a l and a note of 

sympathy wa s sent to t he bere a'Ted famil y by the 

conSi story . Thus we come to the end of a long 

and fruitful pastorate of a man who was loved 

and honored by his c ong r ega t ions and a host of 

friends . Through Rev . Mr. Kershne r ' s e ff orts 

Immanue l Church had grown spiritual l y , phy sica lly , 

financial l y and in i ncr eased membe r ship . I t may 

tru l y be said , "Well done good and fait hful 

servan t". 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

BIOGRAPH I CAL SKETCH OF REVEREND 
WILLIAM J . KERSHNER 

William J . Ke r s hne r was b orn F ebrua r y 3 , 

18 52 , at t he Ke r shne r h ome stead in Perr y Townsh i p , 

n ear Hambu r g , Pennsy l\Tan i a . He wa s a son o f Jac ob 

and Ma r y (nee Lavenbe r g ) Ke r shn e r . He attend ed 

t h e pub li c school s o f Perr y To wnsh i p a nd Le espor t . 

At the age of f ou r t e en he wa s c onfi rmed a t Zi on'S 

Re f ormed Chu r ch , Wind sor Ca s t l e , Pe nnsy l van i a , by 

Rev . Sas saman He r man . Hi s f athe r mov ed to Tusca -

r ora , Schuy l k il l County , but Wil liam r ema i ned 

with h is g r andfat he r on t he o ld home s t ead , he l p i ng 

on t h e f ar m. He attend ed t he Ke ys t one St a te 

No rma l Schoo l at Kutztown , t augh t t h r ee sc hoo l 

t e r ms , i nc l ud i ng one ter m at Bl andon . He attended 

Ursinu s Co ll e ge f or tw o year s , then ent e r ed 

Franklin and Marshall col l ege , gr aduati ng i n 18 77 . 

He t hen e nte r e d the Theologica l Sem i na r y at 

Lancaste r, g r a duating i n 1880 , wi t h t he deg r ee of 

A . M. confer red on h i m. In June , 1880 , he wa s 

li cens ed t o preach by Leh i gh Cl ass i s and ordained 

- " 
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pastor of Christ Church , Allentown , to succeed 

Rev . J . Fit z inge r . He served Christ Church 

unti l 1883 , when the S inking Spr ing charge cal l ed 

h i m to fill the v acanc y created by the death of 

Rev . Vim. F . P . Davis . 

On Ma rch 27 , 1883 , he marr ie d Emma Gordon 

Weiser, daughte r of Ferdinand and Fredericka (nee 

Schimpf) Weis er, of All entown . Rev . Dr . Samuel 

J . Wagner offici a ted a t the ceremony . This union 

was bIas sed wi th two children , H. Haro ld and 

Fl orence E . J mar ried to John W. Forry J a Read i ng 

l awyer. Mrs . Ke r shner died July 25 , 1919. Rev . 

Mr . Ke r shner married a se c ond ti me Ma ry G. Ha in , 

a daughte r of Pe ter Laucks and Sue (nee Over ho l tzer) 

Hain , on June 25 , 1921. Rev. Dr. C. E . Creitz 

offici ated at t he ceremony . 

Accepting t he call of the S i nk ing Spring 

charge in 1883 , Re v . Mr. Ke rshner moved to Read i ng . 

Acco rd i ng to the minute s of the lebanon Glas s is 

he was instructed t o find a suitab l e dwe ll ing in 

t he S i nk i ng Spring area , but he c hose to live 

Reading . It Vias wi t h g reat joy that Re v . ~J r . 
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Kershner entered upon his new labors , for he was 

a native of t h is area and knew t hese people and 

their problems we ll . The c ha r ge , one of the la r ge st 

in the denomination, was r educed in 1885 f r om 

four congregations , wh i ch Rev. Mr . Davis had, to 

two congr egati ons. In 188 7 t wo congrega tions , 

Immanuel , Sh il l i ngton, and Christ, Gr il l, were 

added fr om the Allegheny charg e . Thi s char ge wa s 

greatly r ed uced in membe r ship from his forme r 

charg e and had two str uggling con.gregations as 

well. Undaunted by these c hange s and cond itions, 

Rev . Mr. Ke r shner set about hi s new wo r k with the 

Christian sp irit that ma r ke d all h i s work . 

Rev . Mr. Kershner lived as he p r eached . 

This resulted i n increased attendanc e at all h i s 

churche s. peop l e followed him f r om one church to 

another . He often r emar ked that he wou l d have 

liked t o pre ach t he same s ermon at two different 

c hur ches , but see i ng in the pr esent audience 

peop l e from a pre"vious audience he could not I with 

justi ce to them or satisfaction to himself, deliver 

the same sermon . Pla in, unas8uming , punctua l in 

all appo intm ent s, he never but once in over 45 

~" ' 
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years missed a church service , and that through 

an unavoidable accident. He labored untiringly 

for all and no ca ll, whe t he r day or night , ms 

unanswered. He firmly bel i eved t he Sabbath should 

be without ga infu l employment and i n f ulfillment 

of t h is he neve r had c ate c hetica l lectures on 

Sunday or stud ied h i s sermons on t h i s day . It 

wa s this intense sincerity that rewarded Re v . Ur. 

Ke rshne r' s eff ort s and made t he S i nk i ng Spring 

charg e one of the most outstanding in the Reformed 

Church ; and , numerically and in its s p i rit , the 

g reatest r ural c ha r ge in the denomination . 

Re v. Mr . Ke rshner Vias chaplain of the Berks 

County Almshouse and the Be rks County Prison for 

a numbe r o f years . He waS a direct or of the 

Wernersvill e National Bank from the time it wa s 

or gan i zed , and a charte r membe r of the Isaac 

Hi e ster Lodge HO . 660 , Free and Accepted F!iasons . 

Rev . Kershner , in his long career , baptized 

4 , 732 people , confirmed 3 , 901, conducted 2,983 

fun erals , adm inistered the communion to 131 , 791 , 

p r eached 6 , 680 se r mons, had 2 , 8 70 catechetica1 
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lectures, raised $61, 456 . for benevolences , 

,237, 2 50 . f or congregat iona l purposes , and 

' 17,410 . 52 for the Forward Movement , a total of 

.p 16 , 116 . 52 . 

The last services Re v. Mr . Kershner held in 

h i s r espe ctive churches we re special services 

fitl y concluding a lifelong devoted serv i ce to 

h i s peop l e. The y we re the Chautauqua Service in 

the We rnersville Auditor ium, June 20 , 1926 , at 

10 : 00 A. M" t he special service at Pain's Churc h 

for the Odd Fellows at 2 :00 P . r ., J une 20 , 1926 , 

the special service at Sinking Spring on J une 27 , 

at 10 :0 0 A . !.~ . , when notes representing .: 10 , 000 . 

indebtedness were burned , and at 7 :30 p . M. on 

that same day a special servi ce f?r the ~ni ghts of 

Malta at Immanuel Church , Sh illing ton . Hi s last 

publ ic appearance Vias on Jun e 28 , 1926 I at the 

funeral of Catherin e Spatz . He returned home 

exhausted , went to bed and after an illne ss of 

three months d i ed September 20 , 1 926 . The f uneral 

was he l d at Hain l s Church on Saturday , Septe mber 

26 I from the C. Norman Lamm funer al parlor. l~u s i c 
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a t t he f u n e r al was f u rni shed by the combined 

choir s of h i s four c hurches . Re v . Dr . J . V. 

George , Rev . M. L . He r bein and Re v. Edw i n S . 

Le inbach we r e the officiat i ng clergymen . Rev . 

Mr . Le i nbach delivered the funeral sermon based 

on II Corin t h i ans 2 : 14 , Moffatt ' s translation . 

Rev . Mr . Ke r shner was buried on a lot 

g i ven by Ha i n ' s Chu rch , .the church wh i ch he 

s e r ved so f aithfu lly f or f orty- three years , and 

which was closely connected with his family from 

i ts earli es t records . The o l d Conrad Kershner 

hom e n ear by i s sti l l standing ~~d was one of the 

p l a ces whe r e church meetings were held two cen­

turi es ago . The funera l of Rev . Mr . Kershner was 

sa i d to have been t he l argest ever held at Hain ' s 

Church. It was attended by forty ministers and 

sever a l hund r ed peop l e . He will a l ways be re ­

membered for his loyal unse lfish service t o his 

Chur ch and f or the g r eat wo rk he did to estab lish 

God ' s Ki ngdom he r e on earth . 
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CHAPT ER S I X 

T HE PASTORATE OF REVEREND 
T HO,,",\S VI . RHOADS AT Il.\'~Al''UEL 

REF ORMED CHURCH 
(1 92 7 - 1 934) 

The dea t h o f t he be l ov e d Rev . Iqr . Kershne r 

l e ft a vacan cy i n both t he hearts o f t he c onsr e -

g ations and i n t h e pU l p it s of these f our 

churches : Hain ' s , We r ner s vi l l e ; yo c um' s , Gr i l l ; 

s t . John ' s , S i nk i ng Spring ; and Immanue l , 

Shilling ton . By thi s t i me the c ha r ge had be c ome 

so l a r g e t h a t it was de cided , by Leba.non Classis , 

"t o divide it i nto s mal l e r uni t s tha t wou l d be 

ab l e to s u pp ort a pastor . The following i s the 

n oti c e o f t h i s a cti on t aken from the Lebanon 

Cl as s is Minu t es o f De c ember 30 , 1926 : 

"2 . un de r it em 2 t he comm i ttee presented 
t he fol low i ng report , wh i ch was adopted J 

and its p r ov i sion s li kewise we r e d irec t ed 
to go i n t o e f f e c t on Januar y I , 1927 . 

Br e t he rn : 
On Thursday evening , Dec . 2 , i n the 

S i nk i ng spri n g Ban k bui l d ing , your com ­
mi ttee on Re c onstruction met \\'ith the 
r epr esent at i ve s of St . John ' S , Hains ; st . 
. John ' s , S i nk i ng s pr i ng j and Immanuel ) 
Sh i llington , Re f or med Churches. NO repre ­
sentati ve was present from Christ , yocum ' s . 
The r e or e s ent ative s o f St . John ' S , Ra i n ' S, 
i nf orm ~d the c omm i ttee t hat their congre -
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gat ion had voted unanimously to unite 
with Christ , Yocum ' s . This meant a new 
line - up . Aft e r t he committee had gone 
into carefu l consideration of t he whole 
question it conc lude d to r ecommended to 
Cl ass is the following : 

1. That S t . John ' s , Hain ' s and Christ , 
yocum ' s be formed int o a new charge to be 
knoVin as Ha in ' 5 charge . 

2 . That St . John ' s , Sinking Spring , and 
Immanuel , Sh ill i ngton , be f or med i nto a 
charge to be known as the S ink i ng Spring 
charge . II 

There follows this item no written record 

concerning the actual dec i sion of t he Classis . 

Howe ver } we may assume t hat the recommendations 

were adopted . This meant that St . John 'S, 

Hain ' s; and Christ, ~ocum ' s , were combined into 

one charge and t hat St . John ' s , S inki ng Spr ing , 

and Immanuel , Sh illington , we r e combined into 

t he othe r charge . Geogr aphically t his meant 

that the pastor of Ha i n ' s Church wou ld have to 

cross the parish boundaries of S ink ing Spring and 

Shill i ngton t o reach his other church at Yo cum' s 

in Gri l l . The main reason for d ividing the 

charge as they did at this time was that Hain ' s , 

a large and financially sound church , was 

coupled wit h yocum ' s , a smaller and struggling 
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c hurch , whil e St. John ' s , S i nking Spring , was 

l arger and s tronge r than Immanuel , Sh illington . 

During the closing weeks of 1926 and the 

open i ng we eks of 1927 , St . John ' s and Immanuel 

received app r ox i mate l y forty names of ministers 

who we r e app l ican t s for the charge . None of 

these men we r e se l ec t ed . 

On Feb r uar y 20 , 1 927 , t he Re v . Thomas w. 
Rhoads , then Pastor of the Ea st ?et .e rsburg- Eden 

Charge , Lancaster County , preached h is trial 

ser mon at S ink i ng Spr ing in the morn i ng and at 

Sh illing t on i n t he evening . The members of t he 

var ious supp l y c ommittees decided not to ho ld an 

election after these services as was t he ir custom, 

due to the i nc lement weather , and t he typho id 

feve r quarant i ne, wh i ch limited t he number of 

worshipers that day . Instead , they i nvited Rev . 

Mr . Rhoads to return on Mar ch 13 , 192 7 . This ~e 

did and short l y thereafter was reco mmended by 

the Pu lpi t Supply Comm itte e to the Consistory. 

On March 20 , 1 92 7 , t he e l ec tion was held and 

Rev . Thomas W. Rhoads was elected to be t he new 
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pas tor at St . John ' s and Immanue l Churche s . 

The Pul p it Supply Comm itt ee was then dis ­

charged with a vote of t hanks for a difficul t 

task we ll done . The member s of t hat comm ittee 

were as follows : From St. John 's : David Sha r man , 

Sr ., Charles V. R. Evans , Char les W. Krick , 

Willi am Ec kenroad and George Reber . From 

Immanuel Church t he re is no r ecord of an actual 

comm itte e but t he members of t he consistory at 

that time we re: Wi lliam Fichthorn , Harrison 

Foreman , Os car Whit e , We llington Kri ck, El de rs; 

George Matz , Howard Ruth , J . y . Matz , Trustees ; 

Edward Dunkelberge r, Ha rvey Hol l , Deacons ; 

Walter V'ientze l, Frank Re i ge l J Assistant Deac ons . 

The Commit tee f or Re v . Mr . Rhoads' Installa -

tion was then apPo i nted by the Lebanon Classi s . 

The foll ow i ng i s that Comm it t ee ' s report : 

"Dear Bret hren , 

You r committee appOinted to install 
the Re v . Thomas W. Rhoads as t he pastor 
of Sink i ng Spring c harge , beg s to report 
t hat its ver y p l easant and solemn duty 
was attended to on the evening of the 
twent y - first of April , j.n Immanuel 
Re f ormed Church , Shillington , Da . Mem­
bers and friends from Sinking Spring 
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and other places fill ed the c hurch to its 
u t most capacity . 

Dr . W. F . More of Bethany or phan ' s 
Home and Dr. J . Lewis Fluck of ~!yerstown 
had char ge of the i nstallation . The sermon 
was preached by Rev . Edwin S . Leinbach , of 
Robesonia , Pa . , on liThe Qualitie s of a True 
Mi n i ste r of the Gospel!' . 

The Re v . Thomas W. Rhoads began to serve 

th i s c harge on the firs t of May , 1927 J and ha s 

ser ve d f aithf u lly and diligent l y ever since . 

At the fi r st meeting of the consistory 

wh i ch Re v. Mr . Rhoads attended i t was dec ide d 

to elect nevI officers for t he re ma i nder of that 

year . The following we r e e l ected : President , 

Rev . Hr . Rhoad s ; Vice - President , Frank Reigel ; 

Secretar y , Howard Ruth ; Financial Secretar y , 

Harrison Foreman ; Treasurer , John Y. Matz . 

The new pastor , with an unerring instinct , 

took up t he r eigns of his new charge . The first 

action taken by the consistory and its new pastor 

was t he pur chase of the Mohn pr operty wh ich had 

stood for so many year s adjacent to t he church 

at t he c orner of New Holland Avenue and Washington 

st re e ts . The cos t o f this propert y was ~ 2 , 050 . , 

and settlement was to be made by Ju l y 20 . The 
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house was later torn down and the land graded . 

This wise move e r eat l y beautified the church 

p rop erty . 

The summer months passed rapid ly with Rev . 

Mr . Rhoads granted two weeks f or his vacation . 

The f all program began with vigor . The Sunday 

Schoo l class taught by Mr . H. B. Matz pr esented 

the church with an outdoor bu lle tin board , the 

Ladies Aid Society held a banquet for the mem ­

bers . of the c hoir in appreciation of t heir 

faithful service in t he past , and gas was in ­

stalled in the kitchen to ease the work of the 

ladies when they served their meals . 

The consistory accepted the pastor ' s sug­

gestion at th i s time to begin the publishing of 

a parish news - l etter . This pape r was to be 

published bi - monthly in the interest of the 

S i nking Spring - Shillington Charge , and was 

named tiThe Pa stor ' s Assistant ll
• This paper has 

been published ever Since , bearing the news of 

the church , number of baptisms , wedding s , 

funeral ~ , pastoral calls and special services . 
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By t h e e nd of Re v . Mr. Rhoads ' first y ear 

a t I mmanue l Chu r ch , t he chu r c h was in a fine 

sp iritual c ond i t i on and gr owi ng ste ad ily , refle ct ­

ing t he un t iring ambit i ous ef forts of t he n e w 

pas t or, i n r ecogn i t i on of wh i ch t he Con si s tor y , 

on unan i mous v ot e , i nc r e a sed h is s a l a r y fro m 

~~ l , OOO . to $ 1 , 200 . pe r year , t o be g i n ·Tu ne 1 , 

1928 . Th is was joyous l y a nd g r a c i ou s l y r e c eived 

by Re v . Mr . Rhoads at h is firs t c onc r egati ona l 

meet i ng h e l d i n I mmanuel Chur ch '!.ar ch 22 . 

During these f i rst years of hi s past or a te , 

Re v . Mr . Rh oads a nd h i s f am il y l i v ed i n a ren t e d 

home i n Sinking Sp ri n g . To seve r a l int e r es ted 

membe r s of I mmanue l Chu.rc h th i s s eemed t o be a n 

unsat i s f actory cond iti on fo r wh i ch they sough t a 

remedy. At the Dec e mbe r consistory mee ting i n 

1 928 , the bu ild ing of a parson a g e wa s b r i e f l y 

discussed . The trustee s we r e t hpn i n structed 

to look for a l ot or house su i tab l e f or a par son­

age . Me a nwhile t he congre eat i on a t st . John ' s 

wa s bu sy lo ok i n g f o r a hous e suitable f o r a par son­

a ge with t he hope of keep i ng tpp.ir pastor i n 

t heir torm . 
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The trustees then began to make a diligent 

search f or suitable l ots and h ouses. Reach i ng 

t heir de ci sion ' they called a congregational meet ­

ing for Januar y 21 , 1929 . At this meeting the 

trustees reported a lot a t Chestnut and Broa d 

Stre e ts i n what was then cal l ed Shil lington 

He i ghts . A mo tion was made by Mr . Pau l Ho rn i ng , 

and seconded by Hr. Howard Sh illing , that the 

church bu ild a pars onage . Th e re su lt s of t hat 

vot i ng were 38 "yes n and 3 Hno ll f or a parsonage . 

Mr. Howard Sh illing t hen made a mot i on t hat t he 

trust ee s purcha se t he prope r t y at Chestnut and 

Broad Streets . This moti on wa s seconded and 

unanimously favored . 

He re we must pause to g ive credi t whe re 

ered it had long been due . It was unknown to many 

peopl e for many years who t he generous be ne ­

factor was who graciously d onated t he pr operty 

for t he parsonage . This remained a se cret in 

respect to the wishe s to Hr . John y . Matz , the 

benefactor , who so g r eat l y loved h i s church and 

r espected his new pastor t hat he desired to g ive 

so gene rous a gi ft to t he work of the kingdom . 
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NOW having received t h e land , t he c on sis­

tory contracted Mr . Alvin r.uyett . a membe r of 

the church and a builder, to do the work on the 

!lday work plan tl • 

The members of the church bui l d ing committee 

we re Walter Wentzel. Pau l Leid and Clint 

Flic k i nge r , Sr., George Matz, Willi am Rut h , 

Clarence 1,'Ventze l and John Y . Matz. Mr . Matz was 

elected chai r man of the committee . 

The next few months saw the work of the 

par sonage p ro gressing rapid l y . During this time 

t h e members of t h e congregation we re so l icited 

f or contributions to defr ay t h e cost of the 

parsonage . With t he spi rit of achievement pre ­

vailing throughout the work of this great venture, 

a l arge percent age of t he t ota l cost of the 

parsonage was raise d by the end o f Ju l y when t h e 

parsonage was completed . The total cost was 

about $13 . 500 •• and much of the building mate rial 

was donated by l ocal businesses . 

The parsonage , one of t h e mos t beautiful and 

s pac ious of its k i nd in this a r ea , received its 
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first tenants on August 1 , 1 929 . The following 

week the consistory met for its monthly meeting 

for the first time in the parsonage . The build ­

ing committee was also present at this meet i ng 

and was discharged with a vote of thanks for its 

untiring efforts . 

This most eventful year was brought to a 

fitting climax by the beginning of the Christmas 

Dawn services in c har g e of the Men ' s League , the 

purchase of altar cove rs and t he p re sentat i on of 

these to the church by the Junio r Christian 

Endeavor Society , and the large fi nancia l con ­

tribution by the Ladies Aid Society. 

The new year began with the congr egat i onal 

meeting we ll attended . It seemed a g r eat new 

spir i t to go for ward had spread through the con ­

gregation. The pastor then gave h is report fo r 

the year . He reported the parish was in vigorous 

hea l th and asked for the congregation's continued 

he l p and enthusiasm . He a ls o reported having 

made 1,024 calls to membe rs , 50 baptisms , 20 

weddings , 29 fu ne r als , 147 sermons preac hed and 
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55 new members r ece ived . 

The following y ear s were l ean years for 

Immanu el Church. The c hurch , as well as its 

members , felt the p inch ing claws of t he monster 

depression tighten about t hem . In spHe of t he 

unemployme nt and low economic conditions , 

Immanuel Church held its own , even surging 

ahead a t t i mes , a s v~a s the case when t he first 

II Every Member Canvass lI wa s begun in 1931 . 

During 1930 the Men ' s League of the church 

took it upon themselves to sponsor a Boy Scout . 

Troop . The consistory also o·pened t he church 

doors to t he Camp Fire Girls for a place of 

meeting . 

Trying to s hed a ray of ligh t i n a dar kened 

world , the consistory de cided to have t he wa lls 

of the church painted , the floors sanded and 

varnished and a few othe r mino r improvements 

made to the church du ring t hes e years . The 

cemeter y a l so receive d a face lifting at t h is 

time. New shrubber y was p l anted , retainer wa lls 

and an entrance arc h we r e built , and a driveway 
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through the cemetery was laid . 

Realizing the inadequacy of t he present 

s y stem of r e ceiv i nB t he church ' s finance s, the 

c ons i story discussed the use of church enve lopes . 

It was then decid ed to purc hase t he "dup lex" 

envelopes . This syste m has been in effec t ever 

since . 

The ye ar 193 1 was brought to a close on 

December 31 at wh i ch t ime the congregati on he l d 

its annua l meeting . At this meeting the report 

of t he Sunday Schoo l was g iven by tHss Anna Matz , 

the report of the Ladies Aid Society was g iven 

by Miss Ma r y Huyett . Mi ss Rhoda !.lohn eave the 

report of t he Jun ior Christ i an Ende av or Society . 

Mr . Robe rt Ennis gave t he re port of the Boy s cout 

Tr oop and Mis s Bertha Wentzel ga.ve he r re p ort on 

t he new l y organ ize d Women ' s Mi ssionary eaoiety. 

The membe rs of t h is society were interested in 

the pursuits of mi ssionar y education in the 

Refor med Church . The soci e t y studied t he church's 

mission work among the Wi nnebago Ind i ans of 

Wi sconsin and mi ssionary work i n Ch ina. 
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Mrs . Clarence Wentzel , Superintendent of 

the Junior Jepa rtment of t he Sunday School, gave 

her report on the work done by t he juniors in 

their new Sunday School build ing . Th i s neVi bu ild ­

ing was a portable bu ilding acquired from the 

Sh illing ton School s for the purpose of meet ing 

the overcrowded conditions in t he ma i n Sunday 

Schoo l bui l ding . The Menls League excavated t he 

cellar which housed t he heat i ng system and was 

used 'as their meeting ro om . Th i s bu ild i ng proved 

to be a g reat h elp in allev i at ing t he c r owded 

Sun day School conditi on . The Sunday 'O chool paid 

most of the expen ses of this projec t ; how e ver , 

in 1933 , the Sund a y Schoo l found it d ifficult t o 

me et t he payments on their note and asked the 

Church to he l p. This was done and the build ing 

was debt f ree . 

The year 1932 was another trying year for 

Immanue l Church , but with determination the 

Church held to its course , mak i ng a few improve­

ments to the pa r sonage , gain i ng a few members , 

paying a ll b ills and i nstal ling a blower system 

in the church . 
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The death of Mr . William Fichthorn began 

the year 1933 on a somber note . Mr . Fichthorn 

was a confirmed membe r o f Immanuel Church and 

served as elder of the church for many years , 

giv ing faithfully of his time and strength as 

best he knew how . 

The main orde r of business for the year 

was t he removal of the dead trees in front of 

the church and t he subsequent planting of new 

ones . The total cost of this project IVas e 33 . 

During t he closing months of this year 

there had been many complaints against the 

organist , Mr. Mar tin Fr itch . Whether these 

comp l aints were well grounded or not is not a 

matt e r f or discussion in this paper . Hearing 

these complaints and realizing the unhappy 

situation that had developed , Mr . Fr itch pre ­

sented his reSignation at the beginning of the 

next year . 

At the next meet ing two names were presented , 

Mr . Evans and .r . Unger being t he two chosen . 

After the vote was taken, Mr. Ray C. Evans was 



110 . 

dec l a r ed elected as the new organ i st . He was 

officially hired on May 2 , 1934 , and served 

in this capaci t y for many years until he 

r es i gn e d due to i l l ness . 

Regar dless of t he f a ct that Mr . Fr itch 

r es i gned , f ee ling very much hu rt ab out the 

comp l aints made a ga i nst h im , he continue d t o 

g i ve instructions a t t h e piano and on the string 

inst r uments for many years . It wou l d be we ll 

if we would mention a brief sket c h of his life 

at t h is pO int . 

Mr . Fritch was born on Novembe r 10 , 1876 . 

He i s the son of t he fir s t pastor of Immanue l 

Church , Re v . Mart i n Luth er Fri tch and Am and a 

(nee He lman ) Fr i t ch . He was born and r aised i n 

Shill i ngt on , where he attended t he publ i c schools 

for two years. He l ate r entered Stewart Academy 

at Read ing and was g r aduated in 1892 . He then 

entered Ursinus College . Here some of his class ­

mates we re Re v , I Calv i n F i sher , D.D. , Rev . Frank 

Fisher , D.D. and Rev . Wallace Wotring , D.D. 

J,qr . Fr itch mar r i ed T-Je len B. Kr i ck . He 



111. 

later took teaching courses at Comb ' s Conserva­

tory of Mu si c in Philadelphia . whe re he studied 

und e r such g r ea t men as Hugh A. Cl ark and r, lichael 

Keger i se . 

At the beg inn ing of his music career he 

studied pipe organ unde r Prof. Carl A. rl onne ­

be r ger , organist at St. John ' s Lutheran Church , 

Reading . and Frof. E . A . Be r g . or ganist of 

Trin i ty Lutheran Chu rc h . Reading . 

At Ursinus College he stud i ed under Danie l 

Woods , organist at the Ar ch Street Pr esbyterian 

Church . Ph ilade l phia . 

Mr . Fr i toh was in charg e of mus 10 in the 

Shillington Schoo l s for six years . He wa s 

or ganist at Immanuel Church for forty - tw o years 

a nd a l so at Ha i n ' s Church , We rner:=ville , for 

many years . 

Mr . Fritch taugh t t h e followi ng people at 

the pipe organ: Hr . Pau l Este rly I who be c a me 

t he organist at the Ch icago Congre gationa l Church 

and assistant teacher of pipe or gEtn at t h e 

Chicago Colleg e of Music ; Hr . Nor man He is t e r , wh o 
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who became organi s t at t he Al sace Ref ormed 

Chu r ch ; lh ss Gr ace Ro l and . or gan i st at the 

Pa r k Evange l i cal Chur ch . Read i ng ; Miss Bl anc h 

He mmi g
J 

or gani s t o f Gr ac e Luthe ran Church , 

Shill i ng ton ; Mr . Ernes t Ar t z , organ i st at the 

Church of the Go od She phe rd . Read i ng ; ~~r . 

Leon Moye r , or gan i st at Sha l ter ' s Church ; and 

Mr . Charl e s Schmehl . organist at Bern Chur c h . 

Read i n g . 

He i s s t ill living and ve r y ac t ive a t t h i s 

wr it ing . 

On June 26 , 1934 , i n Cl eve l and , Oh i o , t he 

Re fo rmed Chu rch i n the u nited St a te s and t he 

Evangeli cal Synod of North Ameri ca were un i t ed 

t o f orm our present Ev ange l ical and Re fOl~ m ed 

Church . 

Al thou gh t h i s mer ge r had n o present effect 

upon Immanuel Chur ch , i t was r e ga rd ed by the 

ma jori ty of i ts members a s a f or ward s t ep to 

wh ich they c ould l ook wi t h pr i de . The ref ore , 

we sha ll conclude t h i s c hapt e r at t h i s pO i nt 

and beg i n the n ext one with the new c hurc h title , 
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even though Immanuel Church has never changed 

its ori g inal name . 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE PAST ORATE OF THE R EVEREND THOMAS 
W. RHOADS AT l MTh, ANU EL EVANGEL leAL AND 

REFORMED CHURCH 
( 1934 - 1955) 

Th e r e mainder of the year 1934 was occup i ed 

with g r eat antici pati on a s t he cong regati on l ooked 

f or ward t o the cel ebr ati on of t he s i x t i eth ann i -

versary of t he f ound i ng of Immanue l Chur ch . 

Pl an s were d i scussed and a prog raM was agr e ed 

upon . Th i s ann i versa r y prog r am was t o be held 

the entire we ek of Oct ober 21 - 28 . The f ol l ow ing 

i s the li s t o f eve nt s on t hat pr og r am : 

Oct ober 21 - Vi s i t i ng minister . 
Oct ober 22 - Rev . Mr . De llec ker and Cho ir fr om 

the Evangelic a l Churc h of Sh ill ­
i ngt on . 

October 23 - Rev . Mr . Kr oninse r and Choir fr om 
t he Lu the r an Chu r c h of Sh i l l ingt on . 

October 24 - Prog r am in charge of t he Immanuel 
Sunday School. 

October 25 - Pr og r Cl.n1 i n char ge of t he '.rar i ou s 
organi zations of the chur ch . 

October 26 A n i ght of musi c. 
Octobe r 27 Pre para t ory Serv i c e . 
Octo ber 28 - Fa l l Communion . 

Accordinc to the con s i st ori a l r e c ords t h is 

pr ogr am 'was vlell at tend e d and was e. huge su cce s s . 

The y ear wa s c l osed wit h a mu s i cal pr oer am by 
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the choir on Chri stmas Eve . This p r ogram was the 

first of its kind at Imm~nuel Chur ch , featuring 

the choir and accompaniment by a string ensemble . 

Mr. Evans , organist , ins tituted this practi ce for 

t he Chr istmas Eve service and continued the same 

through the years . 

With the improved economic conditions that 

accompanied the dawn of 1935 , Immanue l Church 

achieved a more optimistiC outlook . A new heat ­

ing system was then installed in the J unior Depart ­

ment building at the cost of ; 118 . 

The practice of serving Communion at t h e 

altar had been continued for sixty years , but , 

recently , with the large r attendance , it was felt 

that a more efficient system should be used . With 

a g rea t dea l of pat i ence the consistor y began to ~ 

educate the peop l e toward pew co mmunion . Hearing 

ma ny and varied op i nions , the consistory decided 

to ho l d both an a l tar and a pew communion until 

all would agree upon the more eff i cient system of 

pew communion. ThUS , at the spring comm~nion 

that year , both pew and altar communion were 
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served . 

Serving t he co mmunion in the pew meant a 

g re at deal of wor k t o place communion racks in 

t he pews . This wor k vias done by Mr . Wa lter 

Wentze l, a car pente r and consistoryman. Pew 

commun i on a l so necessitated communion cups and 

s e rving p l ate s. These were purchased during the 

c our~e of the years . 

The remainder of the year 1935 was filled 

with eager p l ans for this new me thod of communion . 

Dur ing the course of making these new plans, t he 

cons i stor y "d iscussed t he type of worship t hat 

they had. It was decided to keep the low 

li tur gica l form to which they were accustomed . 

The year 1935 brought many improve ments to 

I mmanuel Chur ch . A guard rai l was installed 

around the balcony , pavement VIas laid along t he 

Washington Street side of the chu rch property 

and paid for by the Ladies Aid Society , and a 

new sys t em of wiring was installed on the c hu rch 

l awn for use during festivals. 

Also during the yea r additional communion 
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trays were furnished by t he confirmation class , 

a box was placed in the vestibule for the de -

positing of church envelopes and new c ab i nets 

we re made for the kitchen . 

During t he fall of th i s year t he consistory 

decided to use t he weekly duplex envelopes and 

sent a let'te r with each box of enve lope s explain-

ing t he ne e d s of the church . Enclosed with thi s 

l etter was a co py of the new budget and a s t ate -

ment as t o the ave rage amount sugges ted f or each 

membe r to g ive to the wor k of the church . 

Th i s progr am , designed to i ncrease the fund s 

received for the church , pr oved to be benefic ial . 

However, t he consistory f e l t that the church was 

pay i ng it s indebted ness too slow l y . Hence a new 

method to r aise additional funds was discussed . 

Th is new method was ca lled the "penny - a - meal l1 

c ampai gn and was begun at t he beginn ing of the 

new y ear . 

By the end of the year 1936 the church i n ­

debtedness of $ 6 , 000 . had been re duced to $4 , 500 . 

At the congregati ona l meeting he l d on the 



ll 8 . 

l ast Sunday of Dece mbe r the pastor exp lained the 

meaning of t he merge r to the p eop l e , showing t hem 

what a g r eat step the churc h has t a ken . He also 

exp l a i ned t he need for t he c hurc h ' s name to be 

changed as well as t he c hanges necess a r y i n t he 

var i ous or ganizations of the churc h . 

F o l low i n g the pastor 1 s re por t of the state 

of the church , he emphasized t he need f or coope r a ­

t i on on the par t of ea ch member t o w ar k wi th 

gr eater vi gor a nd a re newe d sp irit t owar d t he 

li qu i dation of the c hurc h deb t a nd t o support 

wi th equal v i gor t he to t a l pr ogr am of I mmanue l 

Chu r ch . 

Si nce only a f ew membe r s de sired a l tar com­

mu n ion , the consi s tory decided i n 1937 t o ho l d 

pe w commun i on only. Th is sugge st ion me t on l y the 

sli gh te s t opposition and s oon the pe w communi on 

had a firm ho l d on the members . 

The Jun i or Chr i stian Endeavor Society 

presented t he chur ch wi th pa l ms f or the commun i on 

service -- a pra ctice t hey cont i nued for many 

years . 



119. 

The Adult Bible Class presented the church 

with two candelabra and the Confirmation Cl a ss 

o f that year presented the c hu rch wit h an en­

g r aved offering plate. 

On May 2 , 1937. special services we r e he l d 

to commemorate the tenth ann iversary of the 

pastorate of Rev . Mr . Rhoads at I mmanue l Chu rch . 

S i nce the death of j.~ r . Martin Stoudt , who 

had served the c hurch so fait hfully a s sexton , h i s 

wife had carried on his duties . The c onsistor y , 

f eeling t hat it was no job for a woman, in spite 

of t he fact that Mrs. s toudt was do i ng an 

exceptional job , decided to look for a male ap­

p licant to fill the p os iti on . 

At a special consistory meeting , called a fter 

the worsh ip senriee on May 30 , Mr. 1.lJ a l te r Linder ­

man was hir'e d as sexton at the salar y o f ';200 . 

per year . 

The highlight of church improvement during 

the year was the conver s i on of t he settee , used 

in the chancel for so many years , i nto two 

chancel chairs , to be p l aced on eithe r side of 
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the altar . Mr. Homer Levan was the instigator 

of this project, hence he waS asked to contact 

the DeLong Furniture Company to make the necessary 

changes at a cost not to exceed $70 . This was 

done and the fol l owing organizations purchased 

the chairs : the young Ladies Bible Cl ass , taught 

by Mr . Francis Mi lls , and the Bee Square Class , 

taught by Mr . Claude ','a lt er . 

The year 1937 was the most remarkable yea r 

for the raiSing of finances, reflecting much 

credit on the generosity of the members and the 

administrative abilities of the minister . Through 

the "penny - a - mea l ll campaign ~ 1,672 . 49 had been 

received , to be used toward the liquidat~on of 

the church indebtedness. Donations by the various 

organizations and church offerings brought the 

amount paid to this fund to $3 , 000 . for the year . 

This reduced the church debt to $ 1,500. 

Because of the new arrangements made by the 

placing of the two chancel chairs on either side 

of the a lt ar , it was agreed by the consistor y to 

rai se the altar and to beautify it as best t hey 
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cou l d . Rev . Mr . Rhoads then appointed Mr . 

Al v i n Huyett , Mr . Homer Levan and Mr . ''Val ter 

Wentze l to make the necessary changes . By February 

the changes had been made and the results were 

a beaut i f u l altar , with magn ifi cently hand -

carved words II Ho l y , Ho ly, Holyll adorning the 

g r adine . 

Wi t h t he i ncrease both in the cost of living 

and in the fin ancia l contri butions to the work 

of the c hurch, the consistory voted to i ncrease 

t he pastor's salar y fro m ';:; 1200 to $1380 . per year . 

During the year Rev . Mr. Rhoads VIas greatly 

honored by be i ng chosen a delegate from Reading 

Synod to the General Synod and to a conference 

at Harri sbu r g. 

For many years the Men I s League of the church 

had sponsor ed the Boy Scout Troop , affiliated 

with the church . Having found that the League 

could no longer continue their s pon sorsh ip , the 

consistory decided to take it upon t hemselves to 

do so . This was done and a Troop Committee was 

organized to supervise the organization and to 

grant them the necessary help when needed . 
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Rev . Mr . Rhoads Vias also granted permission 

by the consistory to act as chairman of the 

Mi ssionar y Con f e r ence to be held at Ursinus college 

during the SU!11me r. 

The ba l anc e of the year 1938 was filled with 

g r eat ant i c i pation for the members of Immanuel 

Chur ch . I t was the general feeling among the 

peopl e that the church indebtedness which had been 

hanging ove r their heads for so long might be 

paid in fu ll by the end of t he year . The evidence 

of this feeling was noted in the Spring Communion 

attendance , for 507 members communed at this time , 

making t h is t he largest communion ever adm i n istered 

at Immanuel Chu r ch or by Rev . Mr. Rhoads to this 

date . 

The summer months passed rapidly with the 

instituting of ear l y morning worsh ip services , 

the raising of the cross upon the altar , and the 

supply pr eaching of Rev . William Snyde r) moving 

the church ever closer to t he full payment of 

their indebtedness . 

It was agreed hy the conSistory to hold the 
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Fall Commun i on on Sund a y , Oct obe r 9 , a t 10 :1 5 

A. M., and at 7 :1 5 P . M. It was a I M stated that 

eve r y ef f ort should be put f orth to pay t h e chu r ch 

indebtedness by t h is tim e . 

Wit h the fee l i ng of wor k ing t oward a dead ­

l ine and a g oa l , t he membe r s i ncrease d the ir g i v i ng 

and by t he t i me t he f a ll c ommu ni on ser v ice wa s at 

hand t he c hurc h deb t had been pa i d i n f u l l . Re v. 

Mr . Rhoad s wa s t hen a s ked t o secure a s peake r 

f or the Note Burn i ng Se r v i ce to be he l d on Sunday , 

Oct obe r 23 , a t 10 : 15 A . M. Re v . C. E . Creitz , D. D., 

of Easton, wa s t he speaker at t h i s v ery i mpres sive 

ce rem ony . The choir s rende r ed sp eci a l numbers 

and t he c hu r ch Vias be auti f ully d e corated with 

flower s .. 

At t he end o f t h i s busy and pro s perous year , 

wi th t he c hurch debt pa i d i n f u ll , as well a s 

current salar i e s and b i lls , and with t he apporti on­

ment fu l l y me t , t he balance i n t he t r easury wa s 

exact l y $ 115 . 51 . All th i s t hrows a g r eat de a l of 

c red i t u pon t he peopl e of Immanue l Chu rch and 

their shephe rd , both work i ng togethe r wit h a fi ne 
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spir i t , under the guidance of the Almi ghty, to ­

ward the day when God ' s Kingdom will come on 

earth . 

The new year of 1939 was greeted with a c on­

tinued enthusiastic spirit and not with t he re ­

laxed feelings , often expected to follo w such a 

busy and eventful year . Immediately the con ­

sistory set about various improve ments t o the 

church, the Junior Department building and the 

parsonage . The Ladies Bible Class a nd t h e Bee 

Square Class had raised en ough money t o purcha se 

two pews to be placed in the choir loft. Th e 

Confirmation Class of that y ear pur chased a ne w 

ve s tment for the pastor. 

By May of this year this sp irit was beg i nn i ng 

to wane slightly. Thus t he motion to beg i n a 

new Church Building Pro gram wa s me t with mixed 

emotions , some feeling t he ti me was ri pe and 

ot hers not willing t o t a ck l e suc h a l a r ge pr o­

ject so so on ·after paying t he long linge ring 

church debt . How ever , t he majority of t he con­

sistory agr e e d with the pastor and a new church 
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bu ilding committee was organized . The members 

of this committee were as follows : Me s srs . Homer 

Levan , Alv in Huyett , Frank Boye r , Walter wentzel, 

John Doutrich , Charles Good , Paul Leid , C. S . 

Flickinger , Stanley Raudenbush , Russell Ernes , 

Dawson Muth , Adam O. HUntzi nger , Dr . L . R. 

Rothermel, Mi s s Emma Mohn and Miss Bertha ~en t z el. 

This committee then received various c hurch 

plans and after studying them gave t he ir r eport 

to the consistory . They were then as k ed t o 

study the var ious meth ods of raising money f or 

this program . The best method presente d was to 

place small wooden churches to be used a s ban k s 

in every member 's home . This p lan was ca rrie d 

through f or several years and proved t o be a s low, 

but very helpful , means of raising funds . 

contemporary with . these ne w church bu ild i ng 

plans , improvements were continually be i ng made 

to the church . It was duri ng t h is yea r 1 939 , 

that the interior of t he c hur ch wa s compl ete l y 

pa i nted . The con tra ct f or t h i s j ob went t o H. R . 

Monyer at his low bid of $280 . The i nteri or of the 
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Junior Department Building was a l so p a inted at 

this time . It is int e r esting to note that many 

persons felt there should be some arti stic pa int ­

ing s p l a ced on the wal l s betwe en the a rche s i n t he 

front of t he church , but after the committee con ­

tacted Mr . Goho , an a rt ist , they de cided against 

this move . 

During t he year 1940 the Adu lt Bible Class 

of the Sunday School purchased chimes to be p l aced 

in the or gan . These chimes were dedicated at 

t he Sunday se r vice, September 22 , at 10 : 15 A. fl . 

For the first six years after the merge r of 

1 934 , Immanuel Church was re f e rr ed to as Immanuel 

Re f or med Church . Hence the consistory thought it 

about t ime they change the name to its proper 

title , tha t of Immanuel Evange lical and Reformed 

Church . A comm ittee was appointed to see about 

the necessar y c hanges to the charter . For some 

unknown reason the charter was never c hanged , 

although from that t i me forward the c hurch used 

its new name • . 

At the close of t he year t he re was a balance 
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in the Building Fund of ,:1 , 893 . 19 , showing that 

great strides were taken during the year toward 

this project . 

The end of the year 1941 found the country 

invo l ved i n a Wo r ld War , the effects of which were 

f e l t by all at I mmanuel Church . In spite of the 

many young members of the church leaving for 

service wi th the armed forces , ' the re was an in­

creased enrollment of new members in the churc h . 

Also during t he year Re v . l\~r . Rhoads confirmed 51 , 

his largest class to date . 

During the years of trials and tribulations 

brought on by t h e war, Immanuel Chur ch pitched in 

to do its patriotic share by send i ng Ne w Testaments 

to all the boys in t he service and by contributing 

generously to the WB.r Bond d ri ve s. 

Rev . Mr . Rhoads was se lected t o be chairman 

of the Civil i an Defense program of the Borough of 

Shillington during these years ) a task wh i ch he 

graciously accepted as h i s small part in bring i ng 

a lasting peace to t he wor l d. He a l so found ti me 

to write cheering notes t o a ll the s e r vicemen and 

bring comfort to the many who we r e buffeted by 
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by the storm of war at home . 

To add t o the sadness already in the world , 

the Church received the news t hat one of its mos t 

loyal and f aithful members , a great leader with a 

generous heart , Mr. John Y. Matz , had passed away 

on July 6th . on July 7th . a spec ial meet ina of 

the consis tory wa s held and t he following resolu -

tions we re adopted: 

We, the cons i story of Immanuel Evangelica l 
and Refor med Church , realize that , in the t r ans ­
lation of JOPJJ Y. Matz from the Church l;lil itant 
to the Church Triumphant , we have l os t a f aith ­
ful membe r , and the community a most use f ul 
citizen . We , the consistory , shall ever r eve re 
h i s memor y , for h i s consecrated life and his 
ar dent de votion to his church wh ich he served 
so f ai t hfu lly for more t han fift y years , hav i ng 
se rved as treasurer of the chu rch for a period 
of f orty one years . 

we admi re h i s l oya l ty to the Church School 
which he se rved as Em officer and teacher f or 
many year s and later as a member of the Adult 
Bible Class . 

His pe rseverance , klndness and consecra­
tion have been indelibly impressed on the 
memori es and hearts of t he members of the con­
gregation who deeply mourn their l oss and 
sympathize with the fami l y in their bereavement . 

There f ore with Chri stian fortitude we look 
to God , eve r remembering that without the will 
of our Heavenly Father , not a ha ir can fall from 
our head I and we know that all things work to­
gether for good to them that l ove the Lord. 

So in humbl e subm i ssion we bow our head s 
and say with t he Master , IIThy wil l be done . 1I 

Resolved I That the Consistory visit Kindt 
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Memorial Home in a body on the even ing 
prior to the funeral and procure a su it ­
able toke n in recognition of his faithful 
service to the church . 

RESOLVED , That a copy of the proceeding 
be transmitted to his family and the same 
be spread on t he minutes of t he Church . 

Respectfully submitted . 
Consistory . 

Following thi s mee ting , Mr. Adam Huntzinge r , 

who was then se r ving as sec r etary to the Consis -

tory , ~esigned h is position to become the new 

church treasurer. 1I5r . Guy Bierman was elected to 

succeed him . 

During the Fall of that year Rev . tlr. Rhoads 

was g iven pe r mission to join with the other two 

ministers in the town , Re v. Mr. Kr on i nger and Rev . 

Mr . Wa sser, for the purpose of tak ing a religious 

survey of the borough. Fifty members from I mmanue l 

Church were selected to serve as canvassers . The 

survey proved to be an arduous task I but 'Iu i te 

worth the effort . 

The church year was closed with t he report 

of the pastor as follows : 32 baptisms , 31 weddings , 

51 funerals, 78 new members , 1310 pastoral calls 

and a religious survey taken . Rev . ~r . Rhoads 
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thanked all the members of the church for their 

hearty cooperation in his work and the work of 

the church . 

The highlight of the building program of the 

church during these war years was the construction 

of a study for the pasto r on t he third fl oo r of the 

parsonage . This room, wh ich was previously an 

attic ) was divided into two storage closets and a 

large room for the study proper . When finished 

it provided adequate space for all the pastor 's 

books, cabinets , desks and wo r kine tables . 

Dur ine this year , 1942 , the pastor's salary 

was increased to $ 1500 per year , new cabine ts were 

purchased for the choir gowns J Chr istmas gi fts were 

sent to the servicemen, and a cabine t was installed 

for the communion trays . 

By the close of the year it Vias reported that 

the balance in t he Building Fund amounted to 

$10 ,025 . Rev. l!r . Rhoads a lso re ported having 

received 102 new members and t hat at the present 

there we re sixty men and women in the service from 

Immanuel Church . 
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At the close of the year I.~r . Harold F . 

Linderman , who had served the church so faith ­

fully for many years as sexton , resi gned and !.:r . 

William A . Miller , one of t h e c hurc h 's oldest 

members and a leader in the c hurc h s c hool for 

many years I became the new church sexton . 

By 1943 there were eigh ty- t hree men and women 

i n the Armed Forces from Immanuel Church and al l 

were receiving their special g ifts and a Ne w Testa­

ment along with the church news fro m time to ti me , 

via the Irpastor's Assis tan t" . 

In the course of t he y e a r a special banquet 

was held in honor of t h e me mbers of t h e cho ir for 

their faithful service in t h e past . Appr oximately 

f orty - six persons attended . 

At the cong r egational me eting held on t he 

lOth of January , 1944 , Rev . Mr . Rh oa ds mad e the 

following report for t h e previou s year : 57 ba ptis ms , 

27 wedding s , 50 funerals , 1064 pas t or al c a lls , 

104 new members. He a ls o re port ed t ha t t here were 

129 men i n t he service at p re s en t. By th is t i me t h e 

Church Building Fund am ounted to $ 1 5 , 000 , most of 
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which had been turned into Defense Bonds . 

The new 'year was begun on a very 5 ad note . 

It was re ported t hat out of the 135 men and women 

in the Armed Forces who were members of the church 

t here had been no go l d stars placed on t he service 

fla g , but at t he first consistory meet ing in 

Ma rch it was announced that , due to the death of 

Mr . Wil li am Se ltz er, a membe r of the church , the 

first go l d star wou l d be p laced on the flag . 

Serv i ces f or Mr . Seltzer were held in Immanue l 

Church. 

Dur ing the year Mr . Bl a i ne Fister , a membe r 

of the chu r ch , and now a student for the ministry 

at Lancast e r Sem inary , assisted the pastor at the 

Ho ly Commun i on se rv ices . 

The year ended with t he pastor announcing that 

a t ota l of 151 new members were added to the church 

roll s dur ing the year , 589 members communed at the 

last Commun ion , 162 men and women we re in the 

Ar med Forces , and t hat a Christmas greet i ng with 

names and addresses of the service personne l had 

been sent to the men and women in the Service 0 
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The following is a copy of t he greeting sent to 

them by the pastor : 

"Deai Friends in Mi litar y Se rvice : 

Some good old fas h ioned cu stoms 
GO out of style, no doubt ; 
But sending Christma s greeting s 
We couldn ' t do wit hout . 
And so the custom 11ngers ,­
Let us hope it always will -
For the same old f ashioned friend sh in 
Prompts t he same old gr eetings st ill: 

The g lory of Christmas lies in the fact 
that our thoughts turn away fr om ourselves , and 
cluster about our frie nds , our f aith and our 
Heavenly Father. We, pastor and member s of t he 
churches of Shilling ton - S ink i ng Spring Charge , 
t herefore, join wit h that hos t of friends Vlho 
are sending greeting s to you . We wish f or 
you a Christmastide of joy , peace and victory , 
made g lad by t h e gifts of l ov e and fri endsh i p . 
and deepened by the sweet memory of God ' s 
g reat Gi ft to us. !.~ay the Chr ist of Bethl ehem 
be you constant c ompanion , the source of you r 
i nsp iration , and t he strength and song of your 
hope . Vie wish for you a re al Bethlehem e x ­
perience: t hat t he love of Chri s t may be in your 
heart and surround you. We hope t ha t the day 
will soon come when the song of t he heaven l y 
host shall become a reality , "Glory to God i n 
the h i ghest , and on earth peace , good will 
toward men." 

The old year i s dying , The New Yea r dawn s. 
We want you to dream of g re at th ing s f or your ­
self) for your chu rch and for t he wor l d . A 
vear seems a long time as VJ e l ook forward . The 
future very uncertain . But today , at least , is 
ours. Eac h day 's wo rk , f a ithful l y done , mean s 
someth ing accomplished at the end of t he year 
that is wort hwhile . Do your wor k today and 
le ave tomor r ow in t he hand s of God . 
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' For yesterday i s but a Dream , 
And Tomorr ow is only a vision ; 
But Today Vlell - lived makes 
Every yesterday a Dream of Happiness , 
And everv Tomorrow a Vision of Hope , 
Look well , therefore , to this Day 1' 

And so , dur i ng this Christmastide and coming 
New year may God bless us everyone . " 

Such lette r s , filled wit h hope and encour age -

ment , were sent to many of t he serv ic e men and 

women dur i ng t he duration of the war , endearing 

the church and its pastor to each one t s heart . 

The Church Bui l d ing Fund had be en growing 

steadily for the past six ye ars and it had occurred 

to the members that it wou l d be wise to select a 

suitable p lot of g r ound on wh ich to bU ild , far in 

advance of t h e actual dat e of building . However , 

it was not until t h e April 9th meeting of consi s tory 

in the year 1945 , tha t t he re wa s any consistorial 

discussion on this subject . At t hat time , the 

following wa s recorde d : 

tl A discussion wa s held on secu ring a site 
for the new church . Mr . Flickinger suggested 
the possibility of securing a pl ot from the 
County on the southeast corner of Lancaster 
Avenue and Waverly Streets . No a ction was 
taken . II 

At a later meet i ng that year another d iscussion was 
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he l d on t h i s subj e ct an d t he motion was made to 

a ppo i n t t h e tru s t e e s and Mr . L. Fisher as a com­

mittee t o inv e s ti gat e the i ssue of secur i ng that 

p l ot of g r ound . Th i s c ommittee reported that 

su mmer t ha t th ey ha d contac ted the County Com­

mi ss i one r s ab ou t the pur chase of this pl ot and were 

inf or med tha t t he c hurch wou l d get first bid on the 

l and provid i ng the Go ve rnment did not purchase 

the same f or the purposes of a military hospital . 

S i nce no f u r the r action cou l d be taken at that 

t i me , t he i ssue was dropped and t he committee was 

discharged wi th a vote of thanks. 

A h i ghlight of the year 1 945 was t h e graduation 

of Mr . Bl a i ne F i s t er , a son of the congregation ) 

fr om Lancaste r Sem i nar y , Lancaster , Pa . On July 

9 , 1945 , a t t he r egu l ar cong re gat ional mee ting the 

pastor announced t hat Mr . Blaine F i ster had secured 

a pos i tion as assistant Pastor i n Sa lem Church i n 

Rochester , New York , and that he would like to be 

ordained in Immanuel Church . Cn the third Sunday 

in October Mr . Fister was ordained as t he first 

son of the churc h to become a minister of the 
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Gospel ; Rev. Mr . Rhoads was the presid i ng minister 

and the Re v . Dr . Lawrence Ba ir preached the sermon . 

The church was beaut ifully decorated and many 

church members and f ri ends of Mr . F i ster were in 

attendance . 

By the end of the year 1945 the church was 

found to be in the best state of affairs since its 

found ing ; t here had been a great increase in t he 

membership and i n contr i butions . All of this 

pOinted to the outstand i ng wo r k done by the pastor. 

In recogn ition of h is work the following was spread 

on the mi nutes of the congregational meeting he l d 

on J anua r y 13 , 1946 : 

"Mr . Daws on Muth off ere d a reso luti on and 
it wa s seconde d by r.1r . Johe , as follows : Be 
it r eso l ved that t he congregation as a whole 
express i t s gratitude and a ppreciation for the 
outstanding and untiring work of our pastor 
in both t he churc h and the community . 1! 

During the year 1946 the church made various 

i mprovement s to t he church parsonage , the conf ir -

mation c lass donated a commun ion b r ead tray to the 

church , and the l i ghting system within the church 

was improved . 

In the fall of the year the consistory again 
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debated the issue of securing an appropriate 

site for the new church building. S ince word was 

received to the effect that the Government no 

longer had intentions of building a military 

hospi talon the c ounty- owned land J it was dec i ded 

that the consistor y would meet at t h e site for 

pu r poses of stak ing off the necessary land they 

desired . Hence on Tuesday , Sept embe r 17th , at 

6:30 o ' clock i n t he evening , they met a t t he 

corne r of Waverly and Lancaster Avenu es f or this 

purpose . FolloVi ing this meeting the consistory 

sent a letter to the County Commissioners request ­

ing an appraisal of this land . 

On Tuesday , October 22nd , the trustees met 

wit h the County Commissioners i n refer ence to t h e 

securing of this proposed site . The Commissioners 

reported they we r e having the land appraised . The 

consistory then appOinted L'l r . C . Flickinger , J,;]r. 

'oU illiam O. r.~atz and t he pastor t o mee t with Mr . 

S . B. Klopp, a local rea l tor , for t he pur pose s 

of mak ing t he ir ovm appr aisal of the land . This 

was done by the close of t he year . 
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The year 1947 saw the return of many of the 

men and women in the Armed Forces and a new spirit 

seemed to p r evail within the church . The highlight 

o f the year was the celebration of Rev . Mr . 

Rhoads ' twentiet h ann i versary as pastor of Immanuel 

Chu rch . 

The celebration of this anniversary took p l ace 

on Sunday , May 4 , at 7 : 15 P . M. The Rev. Dr . 

Charles E . Schae ffer was the guest speaker . The 

following was taken from the revie:w of Rev . ~~r 4 

Rhoads ' pastorate : 

"Whe n Rev . Rhoads assumed the pastorate , 
Immanuel Church had a membership of 300 . The 
present membership is 900 . He has received 640 
by confirmation and 370 by transfer and re ­
profession of faith . He has officiated at 864 
baptisms , 525 weddings , 701 funerals and ha s 
made 16 ,850 pastoral calls . He has preached 
2 , 247 sermons and delivered 320 addresses be ­
fore civic , fraternal and relig ious groups •••• • 
These are some of the visible accomplishments 
of his pastorate , but of far greater importance 
are the invisible accompl i shments as spiritual 
leader of this congre gat ion • 

•••• His spiritual advice and comfort have 
touched the hearts of each one of us at some 
time or oth er . His k indliness and gene ro sity 
are ref l ected and shared by all who cross his 
path • 

•••• On this twentieth anniversary of ou r 
pastor , we all join with the ~aste r in saying , 
!l Well Done , Good and Faithful Se rvant.1I 
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The membe r s of this anniver sar y c ommittee Vler e 

Mr . Home r Levan , Mr. Claud e Wa lter , Mr . Ad am 

HUntzinger and Y. i s s Emma Mohn . 

By the c l ose of the ye a r it wa s r eport ed t ha t 

the balance in t he Church Build ing Fund was more 

than $3 5 , 000 . 

Afte r a great deal of di scuss i on concern i ng t he 

various proposed si t es f or t he n ew c hur ch , t he 

consi s tor y decided t o of f er t he County Comm issi on-

e rs the su m o f $15 , 000 f or a p l ot of g r ound , c on -

sisting of t hree acres wi th a f our hundr ed f oo t 

f r ontage a t t he c orner of Spruce St reet and Lan-

c as t e r Ave nue . Th is action was taken at the 

Novembe r me eting of c on s i stor y i n 1948 . 

At the cong regational me e ting , he l d on January 

9 , 1949 , the Women ' s Gu ild re por ted ha v ing g iven 

$ 1l00 to the Chur ch Bu ild i ng Fund during t he past 

y e ar and t he Men ' s Le ague r epor'ted that they pur ­

chased a bronze pl a que to be p l aced in the church 

ve s tibul e in hon or of the four men who gave their 

l i ves duri ng World War II . 

This congre gat i ona l mee ting proved to be a very 
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important meeting . It was during this meeting that 

the congregation vot ed on the proposed land pur ­

chase for the new chur ch building . This vote 

also meant that the congregation would ha'Te to 

decide whether or not they wanted to build a new 

church or make additions to the present building . 

The outcome of the election was 156 votes to build 

a new c hurch and offer the County Commissioners 

$1 5 , 000 for the p l ot of ground in question , and 38 

against such action . The County Commissioners were 

then notified of the proposed bid . 

As a consequence of the action take n by the 

consistor y and the congregation , several members 

of the church VJould not accept the action and 

t he r efore felt they should transfer their member ­

ship elsewhere . The actual loss in memb e rsh ip 

suffered by the church was only on e family . Re ­

g retting the small dissension that occurred , but 

with increased vigor , the church moved rapidly 

into the new year with their hopes of a new and 

more adequate edifice soon to become a reality. 

Much of the earl y part of the year 1949 en-
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tailed d i scussion pe r tai n i ng to t he churc h site , 

wh i ch by th i s time h ad been anne x ed t o t he Borou gh 

o f Shill i ngt on . The Comm i s sione r s had r epor t e d 

that they fe l t t h a t they wou l d be unable t o se ll 

the land at th i s time . 

Noted events du r ing t he year were t he el ec tion 

o f Mr . Ra l ph Frymoyer to t h e office i n cha r se of 

a l l matters c once rning t he ce metery and t he r esigna­

tion of Mr . Will i am A. Mill er as chu r ch sexton . 

It may a l so be note d tha t it was du r ing this y e ar 

t hat t he c hurch k it chen rec e ived a much ne eded 

painting and many r epa irs to accommodate the needs 

of t hos e or gani z at i ons us i ng i t . 

By the end of the year the r e was a tota l of 

$54 ,050 . in t he Chur ch Bu ild i ng Fund . Th i s amount 

had been received ove r the past decade. 

The year and dec ade closed with the chur ch 

well with in i ts budget . The church was enEaged 

in an act ive progr am to bu i ld a new edifice , al l 

or gan iza t i on s were f unc tioning smooth l y , and the 

pa s t or t o o f ound a g r eat new spiri t prevailing ; a 

s p ir i t t hat spur r ed both congr egation and pastor 
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to march on t riumphant l y into the future with 

the f e rvent praye r that the God who directed them 

i n the past would be ever present to direct them 

i n the future . 

It is necessary that the detailed account of 

this s tud y end with t he close of this decade . For 

detai l s of t he years following the turn of the half 

century mark , consult the well prepared minutes of 

the consistory . For purposes of further study we 

shall continue with the illum ination of only the 

most important h i ghl i ghts , remembering that all 

work towar d the building of God ' s Kingd om on Earth 

is precious and of the utmost value . 

Dur i ng t he year 1950 there was much discussion 

of the purchas ing of a suitable site for t he new 

church ; committees were appo i nted to study the 

various procedur es connected with bui l ding, and the 

following voting was conducted a t a special congre ­

gational meeting held after the regular church 

service on september 24th : 

IIShall t he Church Council make the foll ow ing 
offer to the County Commissioners for the pur ­
chase of a site for t he future erection of a 
new church building -
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a) A tract of land on Lancaster ~venue , 
Shill i ngton , in the vicinity of "'heat ­
l and Avenu e , app roximately 200 feet in 
front and 300 re e t deep at t 75 . 00 pe r 
front foot . 

b) A trac t of l and at Lancaster Avenu e and 
Spruce s t reets , of a simi l ar size , at 
;1>60 . 00 per front f oot? " 

Th e resu l ts of this balloting we re 143 in 

favor of this motion and 24 against the same . Thu s 

t he above motion was passed and the same would be 

offered to the County Commissioners . However , 

this pr oposa l and others offered to the Commis -

sianers during the year were al l turned down , 

pend ing furt her study and consideration . 

An amount of $ 11 , 000 Vias added to the build i ng 

fund du ri ng t he year , brineing the balance i n this 

fund to $65 , 000 . 

A total of 74 new member s we re added to the 

church rolls during the year , bring i ng t he total 

membership of the church to 1100 . 

On t wo occas i ons during 1951 offers were mad e 

to the County Commissioners for the purchase of 

t he much debated church site along Lancaster 

Avenue and both offers were r eje cted . Wi th the 

possible purchase of the previously proposed site 
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and· the i ncreased t r affic on Lancaster Av enue J 

the comm i ttee had tentatively made a survey of a 

building site on Spruce Street s approximately 800 

feet south 'of Lancaster Avenue . A portion of l and , 

surveyed by If.r . Willi am Swartz as 4 . 86 acres , 

valued at $ 5 , 000 , was t hen sought for purchase by 

t he cons i stor y . The County Commi ss ione rs autho ­

rized the i r sol i c i tor to present a petition f or 

the approval of t he sale and a hearing dat e had 

been set, but a new· board of County Commiss ioners 

took of fi ce and requested the Court f or a contin­

uance to g ive them an opportunity t o study the 

matter t o see whethe r they would approve t he sale. 

The Court so ordered and the i ssue wa s again de ­

layed until the next y e ar . 

Ever since 1934 Mr . Ray C. Evans had served 

fait hfully and unselfish ly as organist and choir 

dir ector , but , due to h j 5 r ecent illness , he 

found it necessar y t o submit his resignation . This 

was sad ly accepted by the cons i st ory wh o , in turn , 

honored h im wi t h a special gi ft for his many years 

of service. f.ir . Carl Se ltzer , then organist at 
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St . John ' s Church , Sinking Spr1nc , Vias elected 

to succ eed him . With this position came the 

responsibility of directine both a senior and a 

junior choir J a task which I.!r . Seltzer eraciously 

accepted . 

The c l ose of the year saVi the balance in 

t he Church Build i ng Fund grown to ~: 73 , 050 . 

The year 1952 was the most eventful year for 

Immanuel Church since its f ounding . The h i ghlight 

of the year was t he twenty - fifth anniversary 

celebration of Rev . l'.'Jr . Rhoad s ' pastorate at 

Immanuel Church , held in J!.ay. Details of this 

affair wi ll be d iscu ssed in the chapter dealing 

with h i s life . 

Follov/ i ng a considerable amount of negotiations 

by the s it e comm ittee with the County Commissioners , 

the comm i ttee vIas informed that the land wh ich the 

church des ired would be put up f or public allction 

and be sold to the h i ghest bidder . Undaunted by 

this action , the consistory appointed ~.l r. P.rthur 

Heatock , a local r ea l tor and a member of the 

church , to act on behalf of the church at this 
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auction . A b i d of $9 , 000 was placed by !.~ r. 

Neatock at this auction , but Was not accepted , 

due to the fact that the entire tract of land 

under ques tion was purchased by a local bv ilder 

and rea l tor, Mr . Barshall Hughe s . 

Following the sale of the land to llr. HUghes , 

the committee negot iated an option for the same 

d e sired t r ac t of land. On December 17 , 1952 , t h e 

des ired and much debated plot of ground wa s pur ­

chased f r om Kr . HUghes . This plot of land con­

sisted of five acr es on the site at which Spruce 

Street and Vlave rl y Street meet. At last the ground 

had been bought ; it then remained for the con­

gregation to g ive the necessary spiritual and 

f inancial backing needed to build t he new church . 

This year seemed to be a most successful year 

for the church in the matte r of t he purchasing of 

land . A section of between five and six acres was 

purchased by the church for t he pu r pose of addi -

t lonal cemetery space . It ma,Y also be noted J in 

connection with the cemetery , t hat since its 

establishment seventy - five years ago, t here have 
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been more than 800 burials within its walls . 

By the end of the year there had been cir ­

culating a great deal of sentiment concerning the 

possible division of the S inking Spring -

Shillington Charge into separate self - supporting 

parishes . There was no immediate action taken 

concerning this d i vision . Howeve r , with such 

an action pending and with increased work resting 

upon his shoulders J Mr. Carl se lt ze r, the 

organist at both churches , resigned to become the 

organist at St . John ' S alone . The consistory 

accepted his resi gnation with r egret and pr oceeded 

to seek possible applicants for the position . 

Mrs . Mi ldred Gabriel Moyer was elected. 

The purchase of the church site for $9 , 000 

and of the cemete r y si t e for ~~3 , 800 reduced the 

Building Fund to $68 , 550 as of the close of the 

year. 
For. several years the congre gation of Immanuel 

Chur ch had desired to end the existing charge 

r elationship with S ink i ng Spring Church . They felt 

t hat they we re financially able to support a full 
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time pastor who wou l d in turn be a ble to g ive 

more of his time to their work. During the month 

of February, 1953, the con sis t ory petiti oned the 

Reading Synod to take t h e necessary action to so 

divide the Charge . 

Contemporary with t he plan s of the Shillington 

Church, the S i nk ing Sprin g Church li ke wise took 

action in order to secure t he s ervice s of t hei r 

pastor, Rev . Mr . Rhoads . After muc h delibe r ate 

and difficult con s iderati on , Re v . Mr . Rhoads adv i s e d 

the consistory of S t . John ' s Chu rc h t hat h e wou l d 

accept t he o ffer made hi m by Immanue l Church , 

Shillington . The div isi on of the Char ge t o ok 

effect on the first of Ju l y t ha t year . 

Having finally secured t he des ire d c hurch 

site and a pastor who would n ow be ab l e to devot e 

all of his time to Immanue l Church , the c on s is t or y 

set about making great s trides towa rd t he ne w 

church . However , such p l ans we r e soon spo i led by 

the announcement that t h e Governo r Mi ff lin School 

District desired t o u s e t he l and on wh ich the 

church s ite wa s loc ated f or t he e r ecti on of a new 

, " ' ...... ·'rf:.)'X 
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school building . This meant , of course J that 

the church wou l d have to start from the beginning 

in search of anothe r suitable plot . 

At the present writing , I mmanue l Church is 

once more i nvo l ved in a st r uggle to acqu ire suit ­

able land , hav i ng sold t hei r plot t o the Gove r nor 

Mifflin School Di strict for $16 , 000 . This writer 

feels certain that within a fe w mont h s a l ocat i on , 

agreeable to al l, wi l l be pu r chased and the l ong 

awai te d d ream of a new and adequate edif ice will 

become a re a lity for the peopl e of Immanue l 

Evangelical and Re f ormed Church , Shil lington , 

Pennsylvania . 

All Immanu el Church goes f or ward wit h the 

ferve nt prayer that t he God who pro spe r ed its 

past will pi l ot it triumphantly into a great 

f uture. Tha t He will do si is a certainty; for 

leaders , members and pas tor a r e l oyally un i ted in 

one Great Cau se. 

11 With God as our strength , there can be no 

end but victory , triumph l l1 
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CHAPTER E IGHT 

A SHORT B I OGRAPHY OF 
T HE RE V. T HOMAS WI LLIAM RHOADS 

Thomas Wil l i a m Rhoads wa s b or n Ma y 2 9 , 18 99 , 

at Reamstown , Lancas t er County , Pennsylvania . He 

is the s on of Mr. and Mrs . Cloyd Rh oad s , who 

still r es i de in t he old home s tead at Ream st own . 

At t h e time of h is birth h is f a t he r was a ct ively 

engaged in t he bake r y bus i ness ; a bus i ness t hat 

suppl i e d a l a r ge part of that te r r i tor y wi t h bake d 

goods for many years . He was bapt i zed by Rev . 

Ja iru s A . Wickert and c onf irmed by Rev . rl . D. 

Mar bu r ger . He a t tended Reamstown pub lic schoo ls , 

where his t eacher was Mr. Eme r son Johe ) who is 

now a member of hi s parish . Leav i ng the Reamstown 

schools aft er hi s s ophomor e year in h i gh schoo l , 

he en t e r e d t he Ephr a ta Hi gh Schoo l and was graduated 

i n 1916 . During t h i s t i me he had been superjnten-

dent of the Sa l em Re f ormed Church s unday Schoo l . 

He then entered Fr ankl i n and Uarshall College in 

the Fall of 1916. Dur i ng his college days he was 

a membe r of t he Phi Vappa Tau national social 



151. 

fr ate r n i ty a nd a membe r of t he Student Army 

Tr a i n ing Co r ps t hen aff il i ated wit h t he c o lleg e . 

I n the Fall of 1920 . Rlr . Rhoads e n r olled in 

the Theo l og ica l Se minary of the Ref or med Chu rch a t 

Lanca.ste r , Pennsy l van ia . He pursued h is s t Udie s 

t h e r e wi t h t he sa me indust r y and vi gor t hat wa s 

c h a r acterist ic of h i m during h is undergr aduate 

days at Franklin and ltarshal l . Havi ng be en a d a y 

s tudent a t Fr anklin and Ma r shal l f or a l ong dur a ­

tion a nd rea li z i ng t ha t he had been mi ss i ng much 

of the f e llowsh i p , h e ent er ed who l e - hearted l y i n to 

t h e li f e a bout t he· Semi nar y . I n re c ogn i tion of 

h i s ab i l ity t o wi n fri ends , h i s classmates elected 

h i m p r es i d e n t of t he s en i or class . His h i gh 

scho l a r sh i p i s att e sted by the fa c t tha t he wa s 

5e l e ct ed t o r ep r e sen t t he Department of :'Jew Te sta­

ment Scien c e a s a Commencement speaker . He VIas 

s r adua ted f r om the Sem i nar y in May , 1923 . 

During t~r. Rhoads ' ee mi nary days he became 

qu ite i n t e r e st ed i n t ennis - - a sport he learne d to 

p l ay we ll . He often r egrets that h e doe s not have 

more time f or th i s r ec r eat i on . Al so during h is 
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seminary days he did supply preaching at our 

Reformed Church in ~.~anchester I r,;aryland I which 

often necessitated travel ing b,Y "horse and buggy" 

and street car . 

The summe r after graduation from the Seminary , 

Mr . Rhoads became t he Assistant Pastor to Rev . Dr . 

Gustave A . Poe tter I pastor of st . Mark ' s Refor med 

Church , Reading ~ Pennsylvania , where he conducted 

the first Dai l y Vacation Bible School in the church ' s 

history . 

Desiring to work toward his Uaste r'S Degree , 

Mr . Rhoads entered Union Theological seminary 

and Columbia University , New York , in the summer 

of 1923 . However , having enrolled in the sc hools , 

he decided to take t hose courses that he felt 

would be most he l pful to him in the pas toral 

ministry. Having taken courses in speech and 

homiletics he ended his post - graduate course in 

the Spring of 1924 . 

On June I , 1924 , J.~r . Rhoads was ordained and 

installed in the East Pete rsburg Reformed Church , 

Lancaster County , Pennsylvania . The East Peters-
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burg- Eden Charge was Rev . Mr . Rhoads ' fir st parish . 

On June 12 , only eleven days after he was 

ordained, he married Ruth Anne Irwin, the daughter 

of Ra l ph Dudley and Nora Grace Irwin of Lancaster. 

Mr s . Rhoads was born ,Ju ly 15 , 1 904 , in Lancaster . 

a ttended the public schools there and was 

gr aduated in 1921 . She t hen entered Millersville 

State Normal Sc hoo l and taught eight grades in 

the one - room schoo l house in S ilve r Spr ing s , 

Lancaster County , unti l her marriage . On JU ly 

3 1, 1926 , the Rhoads ' home was ble ssed with a 

daughter , who was named Elizabeth Anne . She at ­

tended the Shill i ngton Schools and was graduated 

in 1944 , at wh ich time she entered west Cheste r 

State Teacher s Co ll ege, graduat i ng in 1947 . After 

teach i ng Elementary Schoo l for se veral years she 

married John R. Robert s , a graduate of ICing s Po i nt 

I.1e r chant Marine Academy and Drexe l Institute of 

Technology , and at present a chem ical eng ineer f or 

Quelcor Corporat i on , of Chester , Pennsyl,'ania. 

The Robe rts reside i n Ridley Par k , Pennsylvania, 

with their son , John H., who has just recently 
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celebrated his second birt hday. 

On Hay 1, 1927, Reverend ll.r . Rhoads a ccepted 

the Call to the Shillington- Sin k i ng Spring Charge. 

For the first two years of this pas t orate t he 

Rhoads family lived at 50 Wood r ow Avenue , S inking 

Spring . In 1929 , Immanuel Church , Sh illington , 

built a new $13 ,500 parsonage at 140 Che s t nu t 

s treet , Shillington, which was to become the new 

home of the Rhoads family . On June 7, 1930 , t he 

new parsonage was ble ssed with its first birth , 

when a son wa s born to the Rhoads fam ily , who was 

named Robe rt Irwin. He attended the Shil l i ngt on 

Schoo ls and was g raduated i n 1948 , at vlh ich t i me 

he entered Franklin and Marshall Col l ege J gr aduat ­

ing in 1952 . He then entered the Lancaster 

Sem inary and at t he present hopes to be gr adua ted 

on May 18 I ordained at Immanue l Church on June 5 J 

and to enter the United States Army Chapl ains 

Corp s on June 27, 1 955 . He was marr i ed on August 

28 , 1953 , to Lois Christine Gromis of Reading . She 

is a graduate of t he Reading Schoo l s and Kutz town 

S tate Teacher s College. At pr esent she is a sixt h 
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grade teach er in the Read ing school Sys tem . They 

reside in West Lawn , Pennsylvania . 

On March 13 , 1933 , the Rhoads family was 

blessed with a second daughter , who was named 

Barbara Ruth. She , too , entered the Sh i ll i ngton 

Schools, was g r aduated in 1951 , at wh ich time she 

enter ed We st Chester State Teacher s Col lege. She 

wi ll be g r aduated in May of thi s year and marr ied 

t o Mr . Lee Schaebler in June . r~r. Schaebler is at 

pr esent a sophomore at Jefferson r,Iedical School ~ 

Philadelphia. 

During Rell. Mr. Rhoads ' pastorate at St . 

John ' s Church , S inking Spring , the congregation 

paid in full debts amounting to $75 , 000 , and added 

four hund r ed members to it s r olls . In 1953 the 

Charge was divided and Rev . Mr . Rhoads resigned 

as mi nister to the S i nking spring congregation . 

In recognition of f aithfu l and dilig ent service to 

that parish for more than twenty- five years , the 

congregation held a fare well party at wh ich time 

Rev . and JArs. Rhoads were honored for t heir labors 

and devotion . 
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When Rev . A~r . Rhoads began his pastorate 

at Immanuel Church, Shillington , the membership 

was 300 . At present the membership is 1200 . 

During his pastorate at this churc h the congrega­

tion paid their churc h debt of t wo thousand 

dollars , which was due on t he mortgage , one of 

$7 , 000 incurred i n renovation of the church , 

anot he r of $13 , 500 for the parsonage , one of 

several thousand dollars for a new church schoo l 

building , and at present have a tota l of 

. 115 ,000 in their Building Fund . 

Besides being an excellent administrator , 

Rev . er. Rhoads ' ability as preache r and pastor 

have endeared him to the hearts of all those who 

come in contact with him . At several morn i ng 

worship services people have been turned away due 

to the l ack of space and Rev . Ur . Rhoads ' excellent 

ability as a preacher . As an orator , Rev. ~r. 

Rhoads is respected by the entire commun i ty of 

Shillington and neighboring towns. He speaks to 

civic, educational and professional groups , and 

everywhere is held in the highpst esteem. It is 
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impossib l e to enumerate the places at wh ich he 

has delivered sermons and speeches . 

Rev . Mr . Rhoad s i s vitally j n t erested in all 

co~munity affairs. He i s a membe r of the Lions 

International Cl ub of Shillington , a membe r of the 

Reading y . I'.L C • . il . • I past president of t he Reading 

Mi nister i al Associa t i on , a member of the Board of 

the Recreation Center of Shj llingt on , and past 

chairman of t he Civilian Defense Boa r d of 

Shillington. He a l so b r oadcasts fr equent l y over 

t h e l ocal rad io n etwor ks . 

Rev . ~!.r . Rh oad s has also se r ved h i s c hu rch­

at - large fait hful l y . He represented Lebanon 

Classis at the General Synods held in Cl eveland 

in 1934 , St . Louis i n 1936 and Columbu s in 1938 . 

He a l so se rve d as cha irman o f ~Hssionary Confer ­

ences a t Ursinus College in 1938 and 1939 . He 

has also s erved as pr es i dent of Lebanon Cl ass is 

and has been r oll cle rk of the Read i ng s ynod for 

t h e past ten years . At the present he is a membe r 

of the Board of Trust ees of the Phoebe qome for 

t he Aged at Allentown , Pennsylvan ia • 
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On Sunday , May 4 , 1952 , Rev . and Prs . 

Rhoads were honored by both of their churches at 

a twenty - fifth anniversary celebration of their 

pastorate at the Sin ki ng SprinG- Sh illington Char ge . 

Rev . Al l an S . Meek , D. D. , LL . D. , \'/as the gue st 

p r eache r . Both c hurche 5 shovvered the ir be l oved 

pastor and his wife with ric h gifts in apprecia ­

tion of thetr k i ndness and sympathies, for their 

joys and sorrows that they shared \v i t h them over 

the pas t years . The folloViing is a quotation 

from the anniversary program : 

URis spiritual advice and comfort have 
touched t he hearts of each one of us at some 
time or other . His k indline ss and generosity 
are reflected and shared by all who cross h is 
path . 

On this t wenty- fifth anniversary of our 
pastor, we all join with the Mas t e r in saying , 
' Well done , good and fait h ful servant '. " 

Rev . Mr . Rhoads reads extensively , having a 

library of several thousand books, mos t of wh ich 

are books of sermons . His c h ief athletic hobby 

is tenn i s , wh ich he thoroughly enjoys but finds 

little time to play . Hi s favorite sport is base ­

ball , which he no longer p lays but follo~s with a 

great enthusiasm . He has a g r eat appreciation for 
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His favorite form of relaxation is to wade up­

st r eam , r od and reel jn hand , to catch the "big 

ones " . 

Rev. Mr. Rhoads ' personality , reve a ling it ­

se lf in his utter sincerity , deep Christ i an 

humi lit y , unti ring industry and warm congeniality , 

endea r s h im to the hearts of all with whom he comes 

in contact . Du ri.ng his pastorate at the S inking 

Spring Charge he compiled t he following outstand­

i ng record: Bap t isms , 1410 ; Funerals , 990 ; \'Jedd i ngs , 

854 ; Confirmations, 1520 ; and made a pproximately 

28 , 400 pastora l calls . 

May God g r ant him continued strength , power 

and wisdom to carryon in t h e h igh calling of God 

to which he has responded with his whole heart 

and sou l and mind ; and may his life of service to 

God and man achieve its h i ghest r ewards l 



• 

APPEJDIX 

The f ol l ow i ng have se r ved Immanuel Reformed 

Church in the na med capacity . The dates of service 

f ol low each name . The wr iter wishes to state 

tha t the accu r a c y of this list is not above 

r epr oach . The wr i t er also wishes to t hank Mr . 

Wi ll iam O. Matz f or comp i l i ng much of this 

mate r ial. 

TRUSTEE S 

George Mat z 
John y . !.1atz 
William Ru th 
Alvin Huyet t 
Fr ank Boyer 
Dawson " uth 
Clint Flick inge r 
Ear l Guldin 
George Eckenroth 
D. Luther Hartz 

ELDERS 

Will i am Fichthorn 
Ha rr ison Foreman 
Ea r l Ruth 
Walter ~Yentzel 
Ha r vey Ho ll 
Charles El l ma ker 
John Dautrich 
Charles Good 
Robe r t Ennis 
Pau 1 Lied 
Adam Huntzinge r 
Lorenzo Fisher 

' 27 - ' 38 
' 27 - '41 
' 27 -' 34 
' 35 - ' 53 
' 39- '41 
' 42 - ' 53 
' 42 - ' 54 
' 53- ' 55 
' 53 - ' 55 
' 55 

' 27 - ' 37 · 
' 27 -' 35 
' 2 7 - ' 35 
' 27 - ' 40 , 
132 - 1 37 
' 32 - 1 37 
' 35 - 1 46 
' 38 - 1 45 
' 38 
' 39 - '43 
' 40-' 49 
' 4 1 - ' 50 

144 1 ' 45 



16 1. 

TRUSTEES (Con ' t . ) 

Dawson Muth 
Henr y Lorah 
!-lomer Le van 
Cl aude walter 
Char l es Stamm 
G. Daniel Ho f fman 
Wi lliam ~,':atz 
Frank Jeni<ins 
Wa rren Mil l e r 
Russel l Berger 

DEACONS 

Edward Dunkelberger 
Harvey Holl 
Geor ge Ra i n 
Charles Ellmaker 
Ar l an Mo sser 
Pau 1 Lied 
Charles Keffe r 
Lloyd Matz 
Cl i nt Fli c k i nge r . Jr . 
'John Dautrich 
Charles Good 
Robe r t Ennis 
Ad am Huntz ing er 
Cl aude ':/a lter 
Lorenzo Fisher 
Homer Levan 
Eugene Fasnacht 
Henry Lorah 
Guy Bi e rman 
Ha rold Ke i ser 
J . Blaine Fister 
Frank Jenkins 
Davi d Burkhart 
William I.1atz 
Charles Stamm 
G. Daniel Hoffman 
Ra l ph De ishe r 
David Peters 

' 41 
'46 , ' 4;7 
' 47 I ' 48 
' 48-' 53 
' 49 -' 55 
' 49 - ' 50 
151 -' 55 
' 51 -' 54 
' 54 -' 55 
' 55 

' 27 - ' 29 
' 27 -' 29 
' 2 7 - '2 9 
' 27 -' 29 , ' 31 
' 27 - ' 29 
' 27 -' 33 
' 31 -' 32 
' 31-' 32 
' 32-' 34 
' 32 - ' 34 
' 33-' 37 
' 33- '37 
134 -' 39 
' 34-' 45 
135 - '40 
' 35-' 46 
' 36 - ' 38 
136 - 1 38 
' 39 - ' 50 
' 39 - ' 4 1 
' 40 
' 41 - '50 
'4 1 - ' 45 
I 42 I ' 48- , 50 
142 -' 48 
' 46 - 1 48 
146 - ' 48 , 154-' 55 
' 47 - ' 53 



DEACONS (Con ' t . ) 

Russell Be r ge r 
Robert Moye r 
Warreo Miller 
Lee Se ibert 
Goodwill r.1acFadyen 
Leroy Conr ad 
J . Stanley Ruoff 
Donald We rner 
Leonard Shearer 
J . Woodrow Savage 
Jac k Gounde r 
Pau l Kalbach 
Ma rvin Conrad 
Lester Breininge r 

ORGANISTS 

Benneville He mmig 
Mar tin L. Fr i tch 
Ray C . Evan.s 
Carl Seltzer 
Mildred G. [oye r 

SEXTONS 

(not recor ded) 
Sarah Body 
Eva Body 
George tI~ atz 

\Vi lli am v. r.~ ohn 
Harri son Foreman 
Mart i n Stoudt 
Mrs . I.larti n s toudt 
wa lter Linde r man 
Wi lliam A. Ui l l e r 
Harvey Clouser 
Ernest Stefanucci 
John Zechman 

Charles Matz 
Ear l Gu l d i n 

' 48 - ' 54 
' 4 9 -' 51 
' 49 - ' 53 
' 49 -' 53 
'51-' 54 
' 51-' 54 
' 5 1-' 54 
' 52 - ' 53 
' 54-' 55 
' 54-' 55 
' 54-' 55 
' 55 
' 55 
' 55 

' 74 -' 97 
197 - ' 34 
' 34 - ' 51 
' 5 1 - ' 52 
' 52 -

' 74 - ' 91 
' 91 - ' 95 
' 95 - 1 97 
' 97 - '02 
' 02 -'1 9 
' 19- ' 2 1 
' 2 1 - ' 33) years are 
' 33 - ' 37) debatable 
137 - ' 42 
' 4 2 - ' 49 
149-' 50 
' 50 - ' 5 1 
' 51 (served severa l 

months) 
' 51-' 53 
' 53 -
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8 18L IOGRAPHY 

Dubbs : Why Am I Reformed? , Reformed Church 
Publication House , Ph iladelphia , 
Pennsylvania , 1889 . 

Body , Adam S ., Pro Bram and Hi story of the Twen­
tieth Anniversary of the Borough of 
Shillington , Shillington, Pennsyl v~~ia , 
1928 . 

Minutes of the Cl ass is of Lebanon of t he Reformed 
Church in the Unit ed State s , 1865 , et a l . 

Deed Book vol . 120 I Be r ks County Court Bouse , 
Reading , Pennsylvan i a. 

Constitution , Charter and rJ e mbersh ip Book of 
Immanue l Reformed Church 

Immanue l Reform ed Church Treasure r's Book , 
1874- 1 927 . 

Minutes of Immanuel Re f ormed Chur ch Consistory 
Meetings , 1927 - 1934 . 

Minutes of Immanue l Evange lica l and Refor med 
Church Consistory Ueetings , 1934- 1955 . 

St . John I s Evangel ical and Reformed Church I l50th 
Ann i versary Bullet i n ) Sinkine Sprine , 
Pennsylva~ia ) 1 944 . 

ShillinRton Directory ) Greater Shillington League , 
Sh illingt on , Pennsy l vania , 1 952 . 

Cyrus T. Fox , Read i ng and Berks County ) A Hi s t or y , 
Le wis Historica l Publ ishing Company , Inc . J 

New york 1 1925 . 

Bontgome r y , Ho rton L. 1 

Annals of Berks 
Histor y and Biogr aphica l 
Count I Pennsylvania , 

J . H. Beers an Company , Chicago , 9 . 
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All the recor ds of Im .anuel :vant;e1ica1 and 
Re f ormed ~hurch and Churc. cchool . 

The r. er rnA.n Re f or~ed Chur~j.., ~.e 5 ~enr,er 

Thp PaRtor ' s Assiptant , publis he b\' tl p 
cons1~tory , ed~ted' t he Astor. 
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