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'I‘HE HEIDELBER(}H CATECHINM.

M. 3. ZUINGLE’s RELATION TO LUTHER.

It has been‘a question considerably disputed
in former times, not- without much prejudice
“and considerable acrimony of temper, whether
Luther or Zuingle should be “considered to
have. led - the way, properly speaking, in the

great work of the Reformatior. The Helve-
ti¢ Churches have maintained that Zuingle’s
name - is entitled to be mentioned first, in the
history of this ever memorable period, on the
ground that his eyes had been opened sooner
than those of the Saxon monk, and- his testi-
mony uttered against the errors.of Rome be-
fore anything was heard on the subjeét from
Wittemberg.  Jealous for tbe'honor of their
master, thn followers of Luther on the other
hand have been an\ious, too ofien, to throw
his rival entirely into the shade ; by making
Saxony the centre from which the gospel first
sounded forth over all Europe, whilst the re-
formation in Switzerland has been treated as
at the best a very subordinate interest, in the
caseof which besides, the main impulse must
be considered as flowing also fiem Luther, by

| to dn open rupture with Rome.

whose example Zuingle found - himself roused
-|and” emboldened to.move in the same direc-
tion. - “It .must be acknowledged,” says
Mosheim, ¢ that this eminent man had perceiv-
ed some rays of the trith, before Luther came
.He was how-
 ever afterwards still farther animated by the
example, and instructed by the writings, of the
Saxon reformer; and thus his zeal for the
good cause acquired new. strength and vigour.”
So carefully is’ the admission of ZumOIe s
seniority as a reformer qualified, even by “this
candid and generally impartial writer.

In truth however tke question is of small
account ; since’it proceeds on a fundamental-
ly erroneous view of the Relormation itself.
Great social revolutions are never effected by
{single individuals, standmg on the shore of
life’s deep_stream, and parting its waters, like
Moses at the Red ‘Sed. They are not created
by the men who seem to guide their course ;

‘'but rather theése men are called into existence,

and thrust forward to the front of affairs, b by
the inward life and power of the rewolutlons
themselves. In the vast flow of the world’s
 history, the particular is always comprehended
and carried forward ‘in the movement of the
general ; and whatever power individual minds
may appear to have at times, in directing and
modifying this movement, it is a power “after
all which grounds itselfultimately in the spir-
it of the general itself, and is limited and con-
ditioned by it - at every point, as the sphere
within which necessarily all its activities must

|play. All progress must carry forward the
"I whole, and is the result of endless action and

reaction among the parts. Robespierre, Dan-
ton, Mirabeau and Marat, did hot create the
French Revolution, but were so many fright-
ful births thrust forth from its own “omb to
serve the demands of the time. YVas}unaton
and the Congress of ’76, were in no proper
sense the artificers of our American Indepen-
denice ; it was the spirit of the country and of
the age rather, that individualised itself 1n their
persons, and compelled them to stand out to
the eye of the world, as 1its representatives and
organs, So in the case of the great religious
Revolution of the sixteenth Century, we speak
improperly, when we denominateeither Luther
or Zuingle its author ; as though it had been
planned in the depthsof a single human mind,

or might be supposed to have sprung at once
from any agency, under God, higher than it-
self. * Luther and Zuingle were “alike the
creatures of its power. In the deep bosom of

| life, its forces had been working long before

these men appeared, like the energies of a
volcano gathering themselves for a stire explo-
sion. Wittemberg and Zurich were but the
single points; where the pent up power first
found vent, and flowing towards heaven gave
the world- w1de signal of the universal commo-
tion which was to follow. * But it was neither
Wittemberg nor Zurich, which created the
energies of the volcano itself. These must
have found- their way soon_ to the surface;

‘whether those points had yielded to their pres-

sure or not.

We may allow then that Luther, historical-:
ly considered, forms a more important link
than Zuingle, in the complicated chain-work
of the Reformatlon. We may allow, that as

‘an”’organ he embodied more fully than the

other, the idea which it was the effort of the
age to dctualize, in this great revolution.” The
living spirit of the Reformation-individualised
itself’ in his person, under its most vital and’
characferistic form. But we are by no means
authorised, to refer it as a whole to his authori-
ty and example. On the contrary we must
allow- that mighty forces wrought for the pro-
duction of this “revolution, which stood in no
connection whatever with his person, And
in particular we must admit, that a part from
all that might be considered as preparatory
only to the great éxplosion, -in the different
countries. of burope, the Reformation . in
Switzerland was in its origin. independent of
the Reformation in Saxony, and in a certain
sense anticipated it in point of time.

Nothing can be clearer. than the fact, that,
Zuingle was brought sooner than Luther. to

.| perceive the rotteness of popery as a system,

and to feel the necessity of a reformation, that
should shake it to its very centre. It is com-
mon indeed to date the commencement of his
career as a Reformer in the year 1519, when
he took charge of the Cathedral church at
Zurich, more than a year after the attack up-
on Indulgcnr‘es by Lutlier, But we have al-
ready seen, that for years before this Zumﬂle
had been boldly examining the errors of the
age, with the torch of God’s word high lifted
in his hand; and that as early as 1516 at
least, when’ he wasfirst brought into direct
contact with the . grosser abominations of
popery at Einsiedlen, his testimony was utter-
ed against them clear and loud, when as yet

| all was comparatively still and quiet at Wittem-

berg. Nor did this zeal satisfy itself, with
narrow aims and partial views. The idea of
a general Reformation fixed itself early in his
thoughts and desires ; and the consciousness
of bemcr himself called of God to labor for
this ob_]ect wrought as it would seem strongly
and_steadily in his soul. His preaching at
Einsiedlen was for the strangers that came
there, as much as for the fixed portion of his
charge; and these were expected to bear the
truth, as a precious seed, into other lands.
His wrll!nrrness to go to Zurich turned mainly
on the (,onsxderauon, that he might be felt
as a reformer, throughout.whole Sw1tzerland
When he was inquired of, says Myconius,
whether he would consent to settle there, in
case he should be called, he replied, ¢ Yes;
since, if the grace of Chust were once pubhsh-
ed ‘and embraced in so prominent a place,
Switzerland could hardly fail to be wrought
upon by the example, so as to be restored to
her right mind.”

That such a man should have been encour-
aged and animated by the example of Luther,
and assisted also in some measure by his
wrrtmgs, after he became known as a reform-
er, it is easy fo imagine. But surely he was
never set in motion by any such foreign/
agency. He had committed himself f‘ully to
the work of reformation, before he could have
felt the weight of Luther’s name. ~ Afterwards
too he could. nét be said to have thrown him-
self at all into the wake of this great man, in
carrying -forward the cause in which they|
were both embarked against the Man of Sjn.
For a time at least, Zumcr e saw farther, and
acted with fuller consciousness and insight,
in.the revolution which was taking place, than
did Luther.” Instead of fo[lowmg, Zurich went
before Wittemberg. Indeed Lutner was one
of the last men, to act with p'an or foresight
in such a case. © The Reformation with hlm,
was anything but a matter of calculation and
systematic arrangement. ~ Tn the simplicity of
his heart, he involved himself in a quarrel
with Rome, wnhrmf .dreaming of the conse-
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unconscious organ of a spirit, the depth of
which he had himself no power to. fathom.—
And herein precisely lay his highest qualifica-
tion for the work to which he was called.

With- more insight into his own position, there
would have been less authority in his person
and less power in his life. From the begin-
mng, Zuingle understood more fully the mean-
ing of the work in which he was ennaged.

This may have been owing ‘tq the fact, that
the ground of his spiritual activity was not of
the deepest kind. But be that as it inay, the
result was calculation and method, and busi-
ness-like action from the first ; whlch caused
the Reformation in Switzorland to appear all
along a'separate and independent work, far
more than .the consequence in any sense of
the changes which were taking place in .the
North.

According to Myconius, Zuingle ref'ramed
from reading Luther’s writings h]mselt ina
great measure, after the name ‘of this veformer
began to be sounded abroad ; though he re-
commended -them earnestly:to others. His
object in this, we are told, was that the people
might see how one and the the samc spirit,
derived from the Bible, uttered itself i in Luther
and himself.  When it was known that no
concert existed between them, and that neither
borrowed from the other, the agreement of
their doctrines would have the more weight, it
was hoped, in procuring for them attention
and respect. A curious idea certainly ; but
characteristic enough, at the same time, of
Zuingle’s way of thinking. :

In Switzerland, as well as throughout Eu-
rope generally, powerful influences were at
work, at this time, in favor of a religious rev-
olutlon. As has been_ said’ already, Zuingle,
no less than Luther, was the creature of that
very order of things, which in the end he
seemed himself in some measure to create,
and over whose movements he was called so
signally to preside.

Romanism seemed indeed- externally to be
more compact and firm, asa system, at the be-
ginning of the sixteenth ‘century, than it had
been for a long time before. But this was on-
ly a false- appearance.  Alréady the ni
which it embodied, had exhausted the fresh-
ness and vigor of its own life, and was coming
to be 1ap1dlv for the hearts of men a ner veless,
dying interest. So it is always, with systems
of error.

their own votaries. So it was with paganism
in the Roman empire, at the commencement
ofthe Christian era. The life which it had in
the beginning was all gone, and only the most
heartless and unsatis{ying skeleton remained
for the worshipper, in the room of its former
freshness. Popery had come to stand in much
the same position; at the end of the 15th cen-
tury. The system, internally considered had
run its course ; the different stages of . its liv-
ing development had been passed through ; and
it was becoming fast for the human spirit a
dry and spmtless interest. 'The charm which
it once had for the imagination, and the pow-
er which it once asserted over the heart, were
passing away. With the pregress ofacre, the
developiment of the inward being of the system
became continually more full and striking,
under all imaginable forms of wickedness and
folly ; and these, being exhibited with little or
no disguise, stood forth in the full nakedness
of their deformity to general observation. The
authority of the Church had suffered immense-
ly in men’s minds, by the long divisions which
had rent its bosom, and the critical questions
which had been moved and agitated with re-
gard to the authority of popes and councils.
The i ignorance and scandalous character of
the pnesthood generally’; the shameless im-
pudence of the monks, especially of the Men-
dicant Orders; the open prostitution of all
that was sacred and holy to the basest and vi-
lest purposes ; the gross absurdities and con-
tradictions which it was attempted to palm up-
on the credulity of the simple; the violence
that was offered to all religious feelings, as
well as to all common sense, in the instruc-
tions which were given on the subject of re-
ligion ; all contributed to impair confidence in
the reigning system, and to create a general

'dlssatlsfactlon with the existing state ofthm'rs,

if not an absolute demand f'or its reformation.
Indeed the feeling had become very general
that the Church needed a reform, both in its

all the efforts which had been made to secure
this in a regular way, though to a superficial
observer it might have presented the promise
of quietness and peace, only . caused the ele-
ments of discontent to go down deeper into the
body ecclesiastical, with the certmnty of an
explosion in time to come.

In the mean time; while all was thus wax-
ing “old and ready to perish’ in the bosom of
the. Church itself, the world was springing
forward in every other sphere of life, with the
buoyant consciousness of youth, towards a
higher developement of its whole nature than
it had ever yet attained. Knowledge was re-
viving. The literature of the old world was
kindling enthusiasm in many hearts. The
press had begun to send up its light, rising
like a pillar towards heaven, to be seen and
felt -by all lands. Commerce was extending
the vision, as well as refining the manners, of’
cities and nations. Thearts were waking in-
to new life, and working with plastic power on
men’s spirits.  Political relations were under-
going in every direction a mighty revolution,
the tendency of which was always more and
more to stimulate thought, and diffuse correct
sentiments -with regard to human rights and
the dignity of human nature in general. In
such circumstances, how could Rome expect
to stand always, as she stood when LEO X.
assumed the pontificate ? .

Specially ominous for the authority of the
Church, was the downfall of the Scholastic
Theolog y, within whose thorny precincts, the
worst forms of error had been accustomed, for
) lono' a time, to set at defiance all the as-
sauits “of reason.. With the resurrection of
thought which now began to take place, this
ancient Babel soon grew to ‘be ridiculous in
the estimation of the wise. Distinguished men
were led, in different parts ot Europe to de-
clare themselves independent of its authority ;
and thus at various points the science of the-
ology in particular began to assume a more
free and manly form; while at the same time
the scriptures, which had fallen previously- into
universal neglect, were againrestored to credit,
and made the ground work of religious knowl.
cdge. Switzerland was favored, in the early
part of the 16th century, with the presence of
several such clear minded men, who were rais-
ed up as lights to shine in a dark place, and
contributed in their several places to prepare
the way for the Reformation. Above all oth-
er places however, was Bf\wﬂ distinguished in

e N 1 Havopo was more
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They wear theimselves out in the
rend, and lose the power to satis(v the faith of

root and in its branches; and the failure of |

time.- Here. was perhaps the most active press
of the times, under the direction of the Amer-
bachs and afterwards of Froben ; industrious-
ly and * systematically, with " true martyr zecal
and -masterly learning combined, pouring
floods of light, in all directions, on the sur-
rounding darkness. Reuchlin and FWessel
had both been here towards the close of the |
fifteenth century, and laid the foundation for
those liberal views which afterwards prevail-
ed; and now 1mmedlately before the Refor-
mation Wittenbaeh, and Capito, and Pellican, !
and Glarean, men that stood all of them on
the heights of the age to which they belonged,
were known as teachers in the same place.——
Finally the celebrated Erasmus, who.speaks
in the highest terms of the literary circle |,
which was brought together in Basel, settled
there himself, in the same year that Zuingle
was- called to Zurich. Though’ unwrllmg in
the end to identify himself with the Reforma-
tion as such, being destitue of deep earnestness
as well as of the moral courage which such a
cause demanded, few men contributed more
effectually to shake the credit of the establish-
ed religion, and.thus to. help - forward the tide | ;
of thought, as it rolled onward with ever deep-
ening force towards this result. By the monks
he was hated Tull as mueh “as Luther him-
selfl

: .J. Wo N
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PSALM 5.

. What Davxd thought -of Prayer.
. Analysis.

Vs. 1. Dedication and Title.
¢« 3-2. David’s Prayer.
¢ 4. His pious resolve to observe regular
- Morning devotion.
« 5.7, The grounds of the duty of Prayer
and stated devotion ; the sin—hating holi-
. ness of God.
¢ 8. Repeated resolve to worshrp God.
¢ 9--10. Prayer for circumspection in his
walk before his enemies.
« 1. Prayer for their destruction.
¢ 12--13. Prayer for the prosperity of the
righteous.
- Version.

1. To the chief player on wind - instru-

ments, a Psalm of David.

« 2. Listen to my words, O Jehovah, con-
sider my meditation.

¢ 3. Attend to the voice of my cry, my
King and my God; for unto thee will I
prav. -

“ 4. O Jehovah ; in the morning shalt thou
hear my voice, in the morning will I dis-
pose (myself) before thee and will wait.

¢ 5. For thou art not a God that delightest
in wickedness; neither shall evil dwell
with thee.

¢ 6. Thewicked shall not stand before thine
eyes ; thou hatest all workers of iniqutty.

¢« 7. Thou shalt destroy those who speak
lies : Jehovah will abhor the man of blood
and treachery. .

¢ 8. But I will come into thy housc in the
plenitude of thy compassion; and in thy
fear will worship toward thy holy temple.

¢ 9. Lead me, Jehovah, in thy rlvhteous-

_ness on account of them that watch me-;

make thy way plain before me.

¢ 10. For there is no -integrity in their
mouth ; their inward part is wickedness
itself’; their throat is an open sepulchre ;
they flatter with their tongue.

¢« 11. Treat them as gurlty, O God ; let
them fall by their own counsels; cast
them out for the multitude of their trans-
gressions, for they have rebelled against
thee.

“ 12. But let all such as put their trust in
thee rejoice ; let them even shout for joy,
because thou dost protect them ; let them
also that love thy name be _]oyf'ul in thee.

¢« 13. For thou, Jehovah wilt bless the
just; with favor wilt thou surround him
as with a shield.

Crttwal Remarks, dc.

1. «“Wind instruments” from Chalal, to
perforate. So.some Jews render it ; oth-
ers consider the term  expressive of the
particular Tune to which the Psalin was
to be played.

« 4. «Dispose or order mysel"” gnadach
ordinavit “ will wait” or “observe” gna-
pha, speculavit, observavit.

« 9, «“Watch me” shur, cantare, contem-
platus est.

« 10. “No integrity” cum, aptavi, confir-
mavi ,“wickedness itself” havvoth, Plural
wickednesses.

¢« 11: “Treatthem as guilty” ashach, reus
fuit aut peractus est. ’

¢ 12. “Protect him” vethasech gnalemo.

C.P. W.

Chambersburg, Nov. 26th, 1840.

Vs. 1

For the Weekly Messenger.
The Presentation.

Nearly four’ hundred years had elapsed,
since Malachi had "foretold, that the Lord
should ¢suddenly come to lus temple,’” and
while many were ready to exclaim, “where is
the sign of his coming ; for since the fathers
fell asleep all ihifigs remain as they were,”
there remained a remant, who, with believing
hearts, waited for the ‘Salvation of Israel.’

There dwelt in Jerusalem, at this period
an aged saint; his silvered locks and totter-
ing trame, plainly.told the hour of his depar-
ture, to be near st hand. He was one-.of the
small number in Jerusalem,- who looked for
the speedy redemption of Israel, not an earth-
iy monarch, but a Savior that should save the
people from their sins. And although past
the age assigned to man, he still waited for
the Messiah ; for it had been revealed to him
by that God in whom he trusted, “that he
should not taste death until he had seen face
to face Him whom he had-1 received by
faith,’” namely—the Salvation'vf Israel.

A vast multitude crowed the temple—there
is the Pharisee making long prayers to be
seen of men.
there, holding forth the traditions of their
fathers—there stand the priests in their sacer-
dotal robes receiving the oblations of the mul-
titude. The rich and noble present their obla-
tions with all the pride and pomp of a heart
destitute of that faith, which urges the poor
and devout to offer their sacrifices with the
prayer that they may be accepted for the Hope
of Israel’s sake. Suddenlv the hum of many
voices is stilled, the multitude give way, one
approaches whom all reverence. Tt is good
old Simeon. Long has it been since that
venerable form has been seen- in the “temple.
His extreme old aze has rendered him unable
i scourse, w8 he used to do in days
that ave past.  Gthers occupy the place

once held ; and scme wr o now shu'i first in’

,Jehovah had made known His name, and dis-

‘| parentage, the prince that shall rule 1srael 2

‘| Some think there’s no baptism pleasing to.God,

The scnbe Jnd lawyer are &ut only bedewed them with the tears -as she stood.

the discussions, carried on in the temp‘l'e_,‘"ohc'e
sat at his feet and silently listened to tne words
of wisdom that flowed from ~his lips. . But]
that voice on which all ears- hung, had not
been heard many days. Long has it been
since Simeon was seen_in the place, where

played 1lis wonderous power. Bat now
again he'stands amid the nobles of the land.
What has brought this aged saint, as it were
from the verge of the § grave ? ? It would seem
as though his last remaining strength had zil
been gdthere(l to make one more eftort to gain
the temple, to gaze onee more on this latter
house where God has promised His glory
shall shine forth greater than in the former—
once agam to treml its sacred courts, before he
shall go hence and be no more. - He moves
forward with a slow and solemn tread. . Now
pausing, and bearing on his” staff, he casts a
fond and lingering look around ; and as many
well known countenances beaming with love
and admiration, meet his gaze, tears of heart-
felt gratitude spring to_his eyes, which he ever
and anon glances over the vast multitude as if
in search of some ob;eet Presemly, his coun-
tenance is lighted wp with joy. His feeble
frame seems reanimated “with the vigour of
youth. His staff unheedéd falls, -as he has-
tens forward. ‘I'he multitude gaze with awe
and wonder at this sudden and unexpected
emotion. Nothing is seen to ageount for this
transition. ‘True, “there approach twe- hum-
ble individuals bringing their first-born to pre-
sent him to the Lord ; but this " #s an every
day circumstance ; besules, the sacrifice they
bring, proclaims their extremeé poverty. But
see ! Simeon meets them—take$ the babe in
his arms—opens his lips to speak. An almost
breathless silence reigns throufrhou the place,
that not a word may be Tost that i is uttered by
this aged father in Israel. But soon i$ séen
the look of scorn and ¢ anger mingled with pity.
Surely it is whispered, the aged Simeon is be-
reft of reason! For hear! he declares this
babe to be the Hope of Israel. The light that
shall lighten, not the Jews-alone, but the Gen-
tilesalso. Ah! how darkly frown the priests-
and nobles! What: this babe of obscure

The King that shall overcome the Caesars?
urely Simeon dreams! Buthe hecds not|
their indignant marmurs, He sees before him
*“God manifest in the ﬂesh,” and filled with
the rapturous delight in beholding Him of |-
whom “Moses and the Prophets” - did write,
in an extacy of joy, exclaims ; “Lord now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for
mine eyes have seen they Salvation.” Thus,
having proclaimed the glory of his people, he
turns to the parents of the babe, and blessing
them, told the mother of that hour when sor-
rows like a sword, should pierce through her
soul ; but at the same time, comforteu ‘her
with the assurance, that thus it must be to ac-
complish the redemption of mankind. At this
moment, an aged prophettess who never left |,
the temple. entering gave testimony, that there
was the Messiah that was to come, ‘‘and
spoke of Him to all who looked for redemp-
tion in Israel.” ‘ IRENE. .

RELIGIOUS SELECTIONS.

The Mode of Baptism.
" A Porn,

By Rev. Jotham Sewall.

ApverTisEMENT.—The author of this little
poem (now reprinted .from the third edition,)
is a venerable minister of this State, still liv-
ing, at about the age of eighty-five years. He

ed by a New-Englaud common school. But
the habits of the pqstor and the emergencies

mental efforts, so that he has béen not only
greatly beloved for his pious zeal, but also re-
spected for his sound and judicious views.—

The pretensions ofthe folTowmghnes are small

Weslyan Journal

. The Mode of Bnptism.

Without being plunged into the deep rolling flood ;

So Peter once thought, when mistaking, he said, (1)

Not my fect only, Lord, but my hands and my head.

But Jesus said, “Peter, I do what is fit,

If thy feet are but washed thou art clean ewry whit.”

From this and from otker transactions we scar,

That washing but part is baptising the man,

When John came baptising in Jordon’s bold fleod, [©))

And Enon, or elsewhere, where much water stood,

How the rite was performed it %as never once said,

Whether he dipped into water, or sprinkled the head,

The Eunuch with Philip stepped into the stream, 3)

And there he baptized him, but kow is not seen.

He might plunge him in, if the stream was so deep,

Or pour on the water that rill'd o’cr the steep.:

The three thousand converts receiving the word, (4)

Went out to no water to close with their Lord,

So Lydia and hers, and the Jailor, by nrght

And Saul, who had fasted three days without sight,

Cornelius, and others, where Peter was sent, (5)

To tell what the gospel in purity meant;

They heard the word spoken, and in the same place,

As it seems, they were sealed with the cov’nant of'
grace.

The word does not show us the watery tomb

Though wany to preach it so boldly presume.

With water to wash is the samewith baptize,

As Paul in the Hebrews quite strongly implics.

The divers baptisms, if well understood,

Mean washings, or cleanings of different mode,

“But how can we wash without dipping ?” onc cries,

“To sprinkle with water is but to rantize.”

But how was it M'uy washed Jesus’ feet, (7) )

When weeping she came as he sat down to meat ?

She did not immerse them nor pour on a flood.

And-how were the pots and the tables made clean ?
® " )

By sprinkling, or dipping, or water poured in?

And where were the men and the. women immersed,
(93 .

When Christ in Samaria was preached at the first ?

Of ponds or of streams there, the Bible don’t tell, (10)

But only intorms us of Jacob’s deep well.

Baptism, performed by the Spirit of God,

Was done by outpouring, as seen by the. werd.

“In the last days, saith God, I my spirit will pour
(11)

x‘?t

On my servants and band raids, and muoltiivaes
moe” )

| When 'the £TaVE, -

[ Arisi o to save.

i

The Spirit descended like rushing of winds, {12)

Both pouring and dipping the word does upprm:e

The Spirit too owns all who practise in love,-

In any such mode ag¢ in Ncnpture they find,

Their conscience: is amswércd and’ peacé ﬁ‘lls the .

To cﬁnng‘e many hearts und to bapl;ze his frlcnds
The forecited prophecy thcn cnme to pass, (13)
‘As Peter derlares in his pungent address. |

But how ’tias accompl;shed is worth our concch’x

If'thcreby the mode of baplhm we, learn
Th’ Apostles wore bnptrzed with fire as it came; (14)4
And on their heiffs rested like fbngaos of bnghi

flame.

The Spirit Divine, on cach subject was shed,

As Joel before, and as Peter then said, .

Christ tor; of this scason his folfowers apprised, .

He said, “John his hearet’s with watcr baptized,

But you some days hencé a baptism' shall s}mre,g.
With thé Ghost that is Holy, and gifts that are fare
When he was exalted to glory and p power, ’

He sprinkled the. nations with his blessed, shower (15‘f‘
As ofice by the prophet fsalah was forctold N
Ezekiel saw (likely) this time too of old. 19y’ . .
Thus pouring the Spirit, and sitting of tonguee, L
And shedding out gifts, or thus.spr mklmg the throngs;
Are baptism called, in the world thus it stands,
And who dare be wiser than God and his frlends 7
“But this is baptizing by figure,” some cry,

But where does the essence ofbaptlsm lie 7.

If in dipping ¢lone as many pretend, »

Then how can @ffusion in figure extend (17)

"Fo shadow forth dipping in any one sense ? .

It fits not it likeness, in déed, or pretence; (] 8)
But grant me that waslzmg the rite does comprxse,
And signifies cleansing, as truth testifies, (!9)
Then pouring or sprmklmg, will ﬁtly apply
'f‘n_ﬁgure baptism, we plamlj descry, (20) P
Being buried with Christ in baptlsm, Paul, szuth (QK)'
We are planted in likeness of'Jesus s death.

But surely he died on the cross w}nle elect

When wrath was poured on him from all the elect.”

If proof here appears by way of'ulfusxon

For clzppmg, the same too appears for affusion,” .
If we dig up Baptzzo, bolh seed, sprout, and pippiny
There’s nought found decisive i in favour of dipping..

. For Nebuchadnezzar when he was once crazed (22)
By heaven drove out with the cattle he grazed

His body was ofien buptizedt with the dew ¢

‘But héw this meant dipping,’ the Gréek does’ noii

show !

gBut granting somé thousands oT years bef'ore Chrlst,
The word nothing else but i 1mmer=10n expressed H

Yet if Fesus, and those whom his Spmt mforms, (23)‘/
Say it signifies sheddingy shall we mortal worms
Arraign them before the trrbuna} ofletters .

As rebels bound fast i in ordmmafxc'll felters I

Rathes trémbling retract such a danng attempt,

All Infinite’ Wisdom ffom censurefexempt !’

The Greék, and the Latin, and Hebrew old lext;"

By Pilate-o’cr Christ's dyiag head were nﬂixedfl

We ought to be cdréful we don’t do the samc,

And set up our Iearmng till Jesus be slain. .
When these things are plead for, till saints are feh

" jected,

Then Christ dgdink groans in his memfrers aﬂ’ixcted
Enlarge not his wods, lest he should reprove, (24)
Or blot out thy Hamé from the record above. (15?)
To shadow thé working of'grace that's within, (96)
By washmg, remitting,; and cleansing from sin, (26)
Is that which baptisn¥ #ir tfuth has in view, (28)

The same thing if is fo the Gentile and Jew.

““mind, (29y Ve

Then let not God’s chilldren fall out by the way, (36) .
Lest they by contending,

from truth rum astray, (31) °
But all, as dear ‘children,’ kccp close to the Lm'd [£23]

Receiving cach other with hearty aceord, (‘32)

1 John xiii. 9. 10. . 2 John i 23,

3 Acts viii. 28.

4 Acts ii. 41; xvi. 15, 33‘, ix. 18,
5 Acts x. 47, u8.

6 Heb. x. 22,|x 9. 10. 13,19,

was for many years a mechanic,Fand his edu- | * Ranrizoy To sprinkle.

cation, previous to his entering the ministry, | 7 Luke vii. 38. . r8‘ Mark xii’ 4.

was not above the ordinar advanta es afford- |9 Acts viik. 12, 0 John iv. 6, 11
y 8 1¥ Joel ii. 98, 29. 12 Acts ii: 2,

13 Aets ii. 16, 17

15 Isa. lii. 13,15, l(‘ Ezek. xxxvi. 24, 25,

of missionary life, in both of which Fe spent | 16 Acts xxii. 16, 18. Heb. x. 22.
many years, gave a character of vigor 10 his |19 Eph.v. 26, 20 Tit. iii. 5.
21 Rom. vi. 5. 22 Dan.iv. 38.

T WEr with the dew of‘hcuven In «he Greek i! isa

word from Bapto.

t See the Septuagint or Greek translation of tha O!d:

it is true, in respect to poetic merit ; but it is | Testament. - ,
believed that however humble, thev indicate |23 Acts 1. 55 ii. 33, ‘94 Prov. xxx. 6.
a sufficient reply to the arou ts w 25 Rev. xxii. 18,19.. 26 Mark . 4.
the advocatespgf ba llsmgll[)nen - “.h e 21 Acts ii. 38 38 Luke iil. 3,
p Y tmmersion at-| g9 1 pey, jii. 21. 30 Gen. xlv. 24,
tempt to sustain their views 31 1 Cor. iii. 4. 32 Eph. v.1,2.

33 Rom. xv. 7.

. The Love of Gode’

History tells us,that Alwustus having twice
witnessed the ingratitude of one of his subjects
softened him -when a eaptive rebel, and chan-
ged him into a friend by a third time bestow-
ing peculiar favors on- him. 'Thus the empe- -
ror’s treacherous f:iend was seon won to hiin;
but man is not so soon won to God. The

Father has manfested forbearance; has utter-
ed in his word entreaties and invitations; has.
borne with provocations, .ingratitude, and in-
sult; and yet is forgiving.  'To complese all,
he gave his best beloved, the ¢ brightness. of
hisglory, and the express image ofhis person.””
He sent his Son; and thus, as it were by one
gift exhausted the treasures of infinite. benev-.
olence : .for furthur in displaying love how
could even God advance! -'Fhe strange . and
matchless love thus manifested, he manifes-
ted also in the design he contemplated. He' -
wave his only-begotien Son, that whosoever
beheveth in him should not perish but have
eternal life. " He would have manifested hn's
love, if had consigned a world of rebels, to.
non-existence; if when indignation and wrath .
had been merited, he had permuted the sinner
to forget his guilt, and its punishment in ever-
lasting nothingness, and rendered death, what
-infidels would like'it to be, an eternal sleep.
But such was the Father’s love, he. would,
through the death of his Beloved, give life.
And not alife like Adam’s, lengthened to al+
most ten centuries, or ten thous'md times as
“| long, but eternal life ; and delighiing in the
happiness of pardoned rebels that become pat-
takers of his salvation, he calls them- to ~his
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, and will bless
them with eternal freedom from sorrows and
from sins. O wonderful love of God! and
| wonderfal wickedness of infatuated man, that

- [ slights and disregards such p'ment and‘nnbeudv

ed -love !

]Wassilon.—Lmi'is XTIV said one day to
Massilon, sfter hearing him preach at Versa-
illes : «Father, I have heard many gréat or-
ators in this chapel ; I have beenhighly pleas-
ed with them ; bnt for you, when ever I hear
you, I go away displeased with myself; for I
see more of my own character.”  This has
heen ennsidered nve of the finest encothivms
ever bestowed upon a preacher,

Wealth is 2 cofnnon gr[t of God’s hand ;-
but.wisdom 1o Improve it is o special grace
from his heart,

1



“IMietorical Sketch of the Origlin, &cv of the | 1IUS 48 forsaken orphans ‘to compassionate | tions 10 Holland had been lost and they “saw | ders of his broken law be hushed—and the | ;4014001 congregation should assume for Persons ‘who act. thus dishonestly, though it
* Gere Refe Church in this Countrys them. As it regards myself, 1 have again | not that their wanis could be supplied from | mouth of the yawning pit be closed. Butad-}. if’ : N f the work . and fost may be in some instances through sheer neg- .
”m . annointed. a . ! and again had oewlar demonstration, that God | any other quarter, it was resolved unanimous- | mit a personal union, then all these difficul- itself its own portion of the work, and manilest | }i,6nce, deserve to be exposed, so that others .
I'he Commitee appointed. at the special | #7¢ US 0 ¢ ¥ ¥ rq du ! ! A . - geal” and spirit i formina it | Sonces 4! P i
eeting of Ziox’s CLassis t» draw up and in his all-superintending providence, brought | 1y, that Mr. Schlater should visit Holland | ties vanish. Then we understand the scrip- | @ proper.-zeal an SI’”.lt in performing 1t. may be prevented from being imposed upon in
vause 10 be published in our Religious periodi- | M€ with my Instructions 10 this and that place, | and in person, present the condition of the | tures when they say that, < God purchased | Every distinctive body in the Church, how-}., & .. o er.  Our present course is
cals, for the benefit of its men?hers; a short | 8t precisely the right time.” ) German Ref(;r;},e}l Churches in this country the church with his own blood” (Acts. 20, 28;) | ever small 1t may be, should have its specific ainful fo.us. but it is the only remedy we ‘

" statem e as ey be within theip | - 1t Was not long before Mr. S. found him- |and implore their assistance. Complying | and that «the Lord of glory was crucified” . . P s y remedy i
atement of such facts as muy be within their > - . ! 1 Cor. 2. 8.5 By this tnio. L share-in the great enterprize. Thus should |} = o o :
ach, relative 10 the first establishivent, pro- self admonished that what he had accompiish- | with the request of Synod, Mr. Schlatter em- | (1 Cor. 2, .) By this union the distance be- - | ave left. ?

reach, relative 1o the Hrst establishitent, PIO™ o440 the way of visiting congregations and | barked, and anived in Holland in April 1751. | tween God and our guilt was anihilated. The the work be generul, as it respects the field of : L
gress, present condition, and prospects of the ~ ay siing greg | varked, : A AprE et : The new Cabinet. - <
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German Reformed ‘Chureh in this couutry,
beg leave respectfully to Jorward the follow-

P K
mg -

tablishment, or early history, the committee !
~are indebted partly to the document drawn up |
by the Committee of Synod, of which the
Rev. Dr. Hendel was the Chairman, and ap-
pended to the printed Minutes of 1817, and
partly to a series of articles on this subject]
written by the Editor of the “Evangelische |
Zeituirg,” and published in Vol. 1.. of that
Magazine (18313) both of which sketches
' Journal of the Rev. Mr:

‘are based upon the
Schlatter.] - '
,There existed

-~ number of German Reformed Congregations |
" in Pennsylvaria more or’ less organized, as
“early as the year 17265 as in that year the
Rev. Mr. \Weis, a German Reformed Minis-
ter from this part of N. America, in company
with an Elder of one of his congregations,
~visited Holland, and other parts of Europe,
- and received from the benevolent there a not
inconsiderable amount of money in aid of the
- feeble German Churches,with whose sad and
deplorable condition they had thus become

acquainted.-

In the year 1746, the benevolent Synods of
Holland, who for years had sympathized with
our destitution—a proof of which was given
not only in the con:ributions alluded to above,
but also ‘more recently in forwarding to Phila-
delphia, for the use of their Reformed -breth:
ren in Pennsylvania, something like 130 Ger-
man Bibles—appointed on-a mission to this
new field the Rev. Michael Schlatter of “St.
Gall, Switzerland—a man remarkably fitted
for so important an undertaking. His Ins/ruc-
tions were: to “visit the scattered German
Reformed Churches in America, to acquaint
himself fuliy with their condition, and to ef-
fect, where this had not yet been done, their
regelar organization by the installing of Elders
Farther "he was to ascertain
from each congregation what sum they would
be able and willing to make up for the sup-
port of a regular minister, should one be sent
to them. “These several objects having been
attained and a faithfal Report rendered the
Synods from which he held "his commission,
he was to be at liberty to accept a eall and

and Deacons.

gettle down as a regular pastor.

On the first of August in the above year
this devoted servant of God set his feet on
Ile landed at Boston ; whence
. 'he proceeded by way of New York to Phila-

delphia where he arrived on the sixth of Sep-
tember, and met with a most cordial reception
from the Elders of the congregation in that
city, then supplied once’'a month by the Rev.
J. B. Boehm, whose place of  residence was
"This aged minister,

M. Schlatter visited the following day, and

found in him a devoted servant of Jesus Christ,

who after he had read with joy his Instrue-
_ tions, offcred him at once his most cordial co-
Besides Mr. Boehin there were
three other regular German Reformed minis-
ters in the country, viz :- Mr. Dorstius, Mr.
All these had their
fields of labor in Pennsylvania.—Mr. Dorstius
being stationed in Bucks county, Mr. Rieger
in the neighborhood of Lancaster, and-Mr.

‘Awerican soil.

17 miles from the city.

operation,

Rieger and Mr. Weis.

Weis in the region of Old Goshenhopen.

On the 12th of October a ministerial meet-
ing was held in the city of Philadelphia, at
which all the above-named were present, with
the exception of Mr. Dorstius, who excused
his absence by afriendly letter. Of the doings
of this first cotivention of German Reformed
ministers in this country, nothing farther is
known, than that the benevolent action of the
Synod’s of Holland was properly appreciated
and it unanimously agreed to receive and fol-

low their Instructions. River they found a German Reformed con- R RN .. . e . ; . ) ) o (it ,

A bl . . | yt Hioh Mr S S hed  and ty that.an animal is an individual ; and at the | hand, of la?)or.mg comparatively little, and | .o ¢ the precise birth-day of the Saviour of Poetf,y. Christianity and Poetry. ¢The

greeably to these Instructions and with a ,'gregaulon, 0 }w rich l(‘] 4 preflm : H | same time that a man is both a person and an yet accomplishing much. These different re- kind 7 all thel . Grave.” London Quarterly.

view to the objects therein specified, Mr. | from thence they proceedec 42 miles farther, | jndividual. So likewise we are wont to con- : .| mansind, we may . all, nevertheless, umte our Art.=<Christianity and Art. London
) to -New Qermantown, where he likewise sults depend altogether upon the manner in y

Schlatter as early as possible, set about visit-
And dur-
ing the remaining mouths of the year, the fol-
lowing in Pennsylvania, east of the Susque-
hanna, were visited, and after cach had pledg-
ed itsclf to make up annually a certain speci-
fied sum toward the.support of a regular min-
ister, were, by uniting those most conliguous
to each other, formed into pastoral charges,
viz:—Philadelphia and Germantown—Tolpe-
hockenand adjoining congregation—.Lancaster
—Providence—Old Goshenhopen and Great
Swamp—Indian Creek, Whitpen and Ship-

ing the already existing Churches.

=) Ty . . . - i
{For the facts which relate to her first es- |

‘already, it wounld seem,aj

the liearts of so many pious and excellent men
in the Netherlands, 10 feel on theirfbehalf and

| . . €
! destitute regrons, was indeed litle, compared

'

| with what remained still to be done 5 for let-

§

| ties, had traveiled, though it was in the nud-
dle of the win-er, from two to three handred
miles) arrived almost daily, prayiug for spir-
itual help. . As soon, therefore, as the weath-
erbegun 1o moderate, tours to other neighbor-
hoods were undertaken, and during thie spring
| and summer of 1747 were added as regularly
constituted, to the congregations already visi-
ted, the following :—Maunnocacy and Cone-
wago—York—Maiden creek, Cocalico and
W hite-Oakland—Saucona, Delaware Torks,
> and - Springfield ‘and  Lebigh—-Heidelberg,
i Egypt and Jordan—Magunschy, Allemangel
and Smalizgass.

It may be interesting to some, to state here,
that during his visit to the two firstnamed chur-
ches, Mr. 8. after preaching, administered the
ordinance of Baptism to 51 children—26 in
Mannocacy and 25 in Conewago ;—the cere-
mony, in the latter place, being performed un-
der the open Canopy, because there was no

who were anxious to witness the administra-
tion of this solemn ordinance.

plied since 1745 by the Rev. Jucob Lishy but
was at the same time, owing to some difficul-
Jties, without regular preaching 3 though some
time after, Mr. Lishy again took charge ofit,
as a regular German Reformed minister.

On the 9th of September 1747 a convention
was held in Philadelphia, to which besides
the ministers, had been invited also the Elders
of the different German Reformied Churches.
T'his meetings which may be looked upon as
the first regularly constitated Synod, was com-
posed of 31 members. Tt was opened with a
Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Rieger from Ps. 133.
Of thefproceedings of this Synod, which were
transmitted to “Holland, nothing is known,
save that a c(')rinni\leq was appnin!ed, com-
‘posed of Rev. Messrs. Schlatter and Rieger,
1o enquire into and settle if possible the diffi-
culty existing in the congregation at York,to
which duty they attended, and the following
spring succeeded in happily adjusting the mat-
ter. It may perhaps not be amiss, while
touching on this subject to state, that the dif-
ficulty alluded to, was between the congrega-

of their own creed.

tism performed for three years.

minister,

the congregation in Frederick, Md. ‘Thence
he proceeded, in company with an elder, to ‘
Virginia; crossing over the Biue Ridge, on

and around which the Indian then still pursu-
ed his chase, and the dreary and wild appear-
ance of which regions generally, may be in-
ferred from their having met on their journey
large bodies of deer, as well as numerous
flocks of wild turkies. On the Shenandoah

preached to a body of Reformed members..
On his return, Mr. Schlatter administered
the Lord’s supper in the congregation at
Frederick, Md.; and we may be excused for
introducing here his.own account of the in-
terest and feeling exhibited on that occasion,
as from it may be seen how little the founders
and -early members of our Reformed Zion in
this country, could be charged with a cold,
stiff formality, and at the same time, that, deep
as was the devotional feeling which oft perva-
ded the assemblies, their meetings were yet

[ ters and deputies frum congregations and des-
titute neighborhoods (several of which depu- |

house in the neighborhood of sufficient dimen-
sious to contain the large concourse of people

‘T'he congregation at. York had been sup-

tion and their minister—he being thought to {
incline toward the views of another denomi-
nation.—A - circumstance showing us how
strongly our ancesters is this country, were Ot o )
attacl?ezi, to the standards of their own z)hurch iever : and He is likewise declared man by his
—that what they desired was not merely to,
be supplied, but to be supplied with ministers

During the fall of 1747, were visited also, !
a number of congregations in New Jersey,
where, according to their letter, the Lord’s
supper had not been’ administered, nor a bap-
4 . During this i
visit, the congregations at Rockaway and Fox- 1
hill were formed into a pastoral charge; though,
as in most other cases, still left without a )

In the spring of 1748, Mr. Schlatter direc- |
1s 1 ¢ 1 inl | . . . . .

“’F’ his course 1nto .M_ar)ilanq and V'rg“‘,la’ | therefore, that this doctrine is mysterious

\\vhence pressing solicitations bad been receiv- ;

ed for some time. The first German Reform-

ed congregation not previously visited, was |

t sending up the Macedonian cry, ¢Come over

and help us "’ As many of the communica-

(TO .BE CONTINULD.)
York, Pa., Dec. 14, 1840. "

<

i For the Weekly Messenger. '
| A brief view of the union of the two natures
. in Christ. ‘

When men are thrown upon beds of “lan-’
ouishing and pain” they usually manitest much
solicitude about their iuture recovery.  Their
manner of dict, the properties of the prescrib-
ed medicine, and above all the character of
the physician must be known. So the child-
ren ol men, who have all kinds of spiritual
maladies raging within them which must
terminate not 1n temporal but in eternal death
if not speedily removed, should be careful to
examine the ground on which to place _their
hopes of immortality.  Christ is the only
physician who-can cure us of our spiritual
discases, and restorc us to the enjoyment of
God’s favour : and here the question arises :
why is he the only oisie to be found in- the
whole universe who can accomplish this great
work—the only one whe can save the human
family? We answer bceause he is God, and
yet “is touched with the feeling of our infirmi-
ties”—because he is God, and yel is personally
united with humanity. L

We shall mention but three reasons why the
doctrine of a personal union between the Son
of God and humanity may be relied on—

I. The sacred seriptures teach that the saAME
rERsCN performed both divine and human acts
in his own namc. The Saviour ate,. drank,
and slept ; yet the same person miraculously
multiptied the loaves of bread and turned wat-
er into wine. He was in every respect justas
we are, sin excepted ; yet He restored sight to
the blind—hearing to the deaf—motion to the
palzicd—and even life to thedead. He spoke’
with human lips; yet his words were sayings
of underived wisdom. He saw with human
eyes; yet Hesaw with the broad eye of omnis-
cience. He had arms of flesh ; yet there was
the arm of omnipotence. He had power ¢ to
lay down his own life,” and power “to take
it up again.” He had a human face: but
from that countenance beamted forth the mild
rays of the Deity’s love. Inthe epistle of Paul
to the Hebrews (1.8, 9) “Itis said to the
Son, thy throne, O God; is for ever and ever ;
a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of
the kingdom.  Thou hast loved righteousness
and hated iniquity : therefore God, even thy
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad-
ness ahove thy fellows.” This scripture is
{just in point. Here the son is detlared God:
!for the throne of God alone can endure for

i

anointing : for God can have no fellows. It
{is the same person the same ¢ He” of whom
| both divinity and humanity are predicated.

II. This doctrine does not contradict reason.
i It is certainly not unreasonable that the scrip-
| tures shall demand of us the exercise of faith:
i for it is by this grace alone that the righteous-
i ness of Christ is imputed unto us; but if there
{1 were no mysterious doctrine in which to be-
i lieve, what need then would there be of faith?
i Those truths which are evident to the senses
ineed not the exercise of this grace. Thére is
t no faith necessary. for me to believe that I am
now seated at the side of a table. The fact,

{ furnishes no argument of its unreasonableness.
| We often make for ourselves difficulties where
there are none, by confusing certain terms. In
common language we are in the habit of using
the terms - ¢ Person” and ¢ Individual”  as
synonymous. The expression: ¢ This per-
son did so” and ¢ this individual did so” con-
vey the same ideas. This is not so in science.
Here the difference between these termns is as
great as that between “men” and ¢ animal,”
for all will readily agree that no animal is a

| person ; while it may be said with all proprie-

sider the terms ¢ person” and ¢ nature” as
concrete. With such a view, however, it
must be a decided contradiction to say that
there are three persons in the Godhead or that
there are two persons in Christ. In Theology,
according to our view, the ¢ Person’ means
nothing more than .the centre of self-con-
sciousness, the “I” which may make itself
the object of its own reflections. It is of
course connected with nature; but is never-
theless to be distinguished from it as the direc-
ting cen're of the whole being. If, for exam-
ple, we look upon a man while asleep, we see

ings of a creature. But how then could the
storms of Jehovah’s wrath be staid—the thun-

heavens and the earth meet: through Christ
we now hold communion with the Deity.—
This is our true dignity. Just as iron is re-
fined by fire (which elements remain distinct
as to their nature when the one pervades the
other) so the dignity of human nature is en-
nobled by its personal union with the divine.
And just as the atmosphere is illumined by the

light of the sun pervading it, so human nature

is now elevated to the region of divine light.

K.
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To Correspondents.

We are compelled to lay over several com-
munications, which we had marked for inser-
tion in our paper of this weeck. They shall
appear shortly. o

While on this subject, we will take the oc-
casion to express our acknowledgements to
our new correspondents, who have favored us
with many valuable communications. We
are pleased to find, that many of those who
have abilitics for usefulness in this way, are
disposed to employ them. ~We hope many
others will do the same.. Why should the
“Weekly Messenger” not have four or five
columns of original communications every
week throughout the whole year? And how
much interest would it not add to its colums !

The Centenary Hymne

This hymn, which was published in last
‘week’s paper, by Mrs. Peirson, (well known
to our readers as “Lydia Jane,”) is generally
well received.—Our correspondent «J. W.N.”
passes an encomium upon it, which we think,
it justly deserves—and an acknowledgement
from him would not be given on  very. slight
grounds.

The Education Scheme==$5 plane

Our idea has all along been, that the $5.
plan to the Education cause for five years to
come, should be considered in the light of a
Centenary gift, now that the first payment
just beeomes due with the beginning of the
Centenary year. Itis so understood generally
—and hence we hope, that there will be no
more halting on the subject.  ¢J. W. N.” has
a fcw remarks on this point, to which we
direct the reader, only adding, that with him,
we sincerely desire to sce the scheme comple-
ted forthwith. Fifteen or twenty youthful (or
other) subscribers more, and it is done. Shall
it not be completed by January, 18417 Who
says— Yes ?

The second No. of “Schlatter’s Journal,”
by our correspondent “N. R.” came too late
to be inserted in the present gumber.

The Centenary effort should be Generale

The success of efforts for the accomplish-
ment of any particular object, -is determined,
in a great measurc, by the manner in which
they are put forth. From the want of atten-
tion to this important fact, many a good cause
is madeto suffer prodigiously, notwithstand-
ing many and powerful efforts in its behalf are
continually made by its friends. There is
such a thing as laboring hard and yet accom-
plishing but litle ; and also, on the other

which the labor is applied- The same amount
of eflort can be made to effect much or little,
according to the advantage or disadvantage to
which it has been employed. Skill then and
effort, properly combined, are essential to suc-
cess in every enterprize, and whenever these
are unitedly employed in a good cause, they
cannot fail, under the blessing of God, of pro-
ducing the most glorious results.

The above remarks have suggested them-

and distinctive part as such. The same course
should be pursued by every charge; yea every

operation. But it ought not to stop here.—
Every class of persons ought to be engaged
in jt. No minister should fail to perform his
part. Every member of our church-councils
should be ¢ up and doing.” Every member
of the Church, and every {riend of the cause,
should participate In the labor.  The high and
the low, the rich and the poor, should all lend
their assistance. None whatsoever should be
passed by.

This is the kind of effort, which we should
like to see put forth, in prosecuting the enter-
prize before us. It has every thing to recom-
med it to special attention. Were it to be
adopted and prosecuted with vigouf,.under the
smiles of a kind Providence, our enterprize

‘cannot -fail. It must be crowned with the

most abundant success. “

We are aware that some particular fields
possess in themselves a greater amount of im-
portance than others ; but none are without
some value and influence ; and even that of
the smallest account is of too much conse-
quence to be lost. And besides, minor and
less important portions of the Church should
be permitted to share in the blessed influences,
which the particular operations connected with
this great enterprize are calculated to exert,
as well as those of a larger size and - greater
account. It is desirable, al_so, to secure as
many donations of a large amount as possible,
and it is to be hoped that many such will be
received. But at the samé time, we should
not fail to gather up the ‘“mites.” These, in
the end, when collected and combined, may
and often do constitute a greater amount,
than what is obtained in larger sums. To
accomplish the great object in view, so far as
the endowment of our institutions is con-
cerned, every thing that can be - obtained will
be needed. : o

The Methodists realized vast sums of money
for different benevolent purposes {rom their
Centenary effort, more in proportion to their
strength and ability, than we have marked out
for ourselves. Whilst they obtained many’
large subscriptions, the greater pertion of the
amount raised, was made up by small contri-
butions. The effort which they put forth, was
of that general character, which we are recom-
mending, and is ch:.racteristic of them in all
The true secret of their
success 1s given in that pithy and apposite re-
mark of one of their own number, * allat it,
and alicays at it.” This same truth is cor-
roborated by the experience of all benevolent
institutions. A very small portion of the vast
amount that is annually received by the most
prominent Missionary associations, Education
societies, &c., is obtained in large donations.
The greater amount is made up of contribu-
tions small in themselves.

their operations.

Yet in the azgre-
gate, they constitute very considerable sums.
In like manner, we may expect, in case the
‘same course of procedure is adopted, to rea-
lize as great an amount from donations small
in themselves, as from those of a larger order.

Advent of Chﬁs(.
I a few days Christmas will be ushered in,
an.d' the Christian world reminded of the birth
of Christ, the “Son of the highest.” Uncertain

hearts in joyful commemoration of the glorious
event on that day, which, by "common con-
sent, has been fixed upon by the Church for
generations past, as the Duy-star on this our
dark and sin-ladened world.

It is the birth-day of the Christian’s kope.==
When all within him is dark and drear—
when sin and Satan assault—when the world
frowns upon him, he looks to Bethlehem’s

plains, and listens to the joyful proclamation |

of the angels : “Behold, I bring you good tid-

£3

and of obtaining from them our just dues.—

The New York Com. Advertiser asserts

Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky. It isalso asser-
ted, that Mr. Ewing will be appointed Post-
master General, altho’ doubts are entertained

of his acceptance.

«Historical Sketch of the Ger. Reformed
Church, &c.” This sketch will be read with.

second page.

¢ Brownlee’s Letters on Baptism.”

We have frequ\émly‘ been requested by cor-
respondents in different sections of the State,
to publish these Essays in pamphlet form, if
permission to do so could be obtained from

lately expressed their willingness, to defray
the expenses of a limited edition themselves ;
and as the consent of Dr. Brownlee has now
been obtained, we are willing to publish an

the Essays are not yet complete (the Defence
of Infant Baptism not having yet been deliver-
ed) we are not prepared to say with any de-
gree of precision, what the size or the cost of

will not exceed from 25 to 374 cents a copy.
Persons wishing any number of copies, will
do well to let us know soon, as we do not in-
tend to strike off a much larger edition than
may be wanted at once. Persons at a dis-
tance, enclosing a round sum, shall receive’
the full amount in books, besides a discount te
those who order by the dozen or hundred.
From the oft-repeated er;quiry for the nums
bers of the « Weekly Messenger” containing
these Essays; as well as from direct commen-

littte work will take exceedingly well. The fact
that it says much with few words—and that it
‘contains the substance of all that can, perhapé,
be said on the subject, will necessarily render
it acceptable to hundreds, who would not
think of reading a large Octavo Volume.

¢éThe Christian World.?

The December number of this periodical
has been lying on our table for several weeks

upon us, it was left unnoticed.
ven now say, that we have perused the various
articles. which it contains—but this we can
'say’, that it is filled with a pleasing variety,
and that it lacks nothing in appearanceé from
the two former numbers. o

The following is the teble of contents in the
present number :— k

BIBLE CHRISTIANITY.
Farther Excerpts from Chillingworth.
De Moribus. By Rev. Agustus Webster.

CONNEXIONS OF CHRISTIANITY.

| Education.—The Foundations of Society,
by Rev. Agustus Webster..
~ Government.—-Democracy and religion,
Blackwood’s Magazine.
Literature.—Democracy and Poetry, Black~
wood’s Magazine. .
a Christianity and Fiction.

Quart,erly. . .
Philosophy.~—Christianity  and 'Pantheism,
==Carlisle. London Quarterly.

MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT.

N. C. Brooks, Esq. Life of Milne, by Robert.
Philip. The Listener, by Caroline Fry.—
Sermons, by Rev. H. Blunt. Voice of the
Jews.~=Anon. Y
The Absent Mother, by Mrs. E. H. Evans.
Miseéries of War, from American Quarterly
Register. :

upon authentic information, that the office of
Secretary of State has been tendered to Dan- -
iel Webster, and that of Attorney General, to

interest by all our ministers and people. See .

the Rev. - Author.—Several gentlemen have -

Edition in the course of a month or two. As -

the work will be—but presume, that the latter -

dations by others, we have no doubt, that this °

past; but amid the mass of duties which crowd -
We cannot e--

Literary Notices.—Literary Amaranth, by -

B FRUTNE

- -press their great joy in secing at one time
three ministers among them, something they
had never in their lives before seen ; and

P , ing.??
young & old were affected even to weeping,
—0r the following, written after his return to
Philadelphia and having reference to all the

“congregations and neighborhoods thus far visi-

}

.. species of error.

pack. not the less free from disorder and noise :a=— | nature active in all her functions. The blood selves to us, whilst reﬂectmg{ upon the proba- ings of great joy, which shall be to all people” ifoz‘ial.—Re;')!y to the “Emancipator.” i
As showing the feeling and interest exhibi-|  On the 15th (May,) says Mr. Sehlatter, I} circulates, the lungs breathe, and the tind ble success of the Centenary enterprize upon D't is th “S, L e «C Religious Intelligence.—Monthly Record of i
ted on those occasions, take the following re-| preached at Fredericktown, and stood in the | dreams ; but the «I,” the directing centre of | which the German Reformed Church has re- —1 lj € ; “f’“{'" , even HRIST THE | g]] Churches.
specting ‘Tolpehocken.—+¢This congregation, | new unfinished church, behind a table on|all these activities is wanting. This man centfy embarked. We entertain no fears as Lorp”—the Christian’s Lord and Redeemer, -
numbering over 100 members, had never yet, | which were arranged the sealing ordinanees of | while asleep may be said to be without Per-| "o, oo 10 Lo 40w rehend that whose birth occasioned. these welcome notes, . A Query. ]
on account of the grest want of laborers, en- | Baptism and the Lord’s supper. As I was |sonality. This centre, this ¢1,” of which we s 0 weapp ehen ha sung by heavenly meésengers on earth. And “JHessrs. Editors :—In the Messenger of -
joyed the services of a stationed minister; but | collecting my mind for the introductory Pray- | speak, connects the body and soul and directs powerful and vigorous effort will be wanting shall Christians not rejoice “in hope of the | October 21, one of your correspondents makes
“had 1o be satisfied hitherto, with being visited | er and saw the tears rolling over the cheeks |all their energies through consciousness : and | on the part of the friends of the Church. The I £ God” now . led and pe OF T8 1 ise of the term “quackery ;” the meaning of ‘
twice a year by the aged Mr. Boehm, who | of the anxious [heilsbegierigen] congregation, | this union of personal consciousness cannot | most favorable anticipations in this respect are grory f" '0d,” now revealed an .E’Y them be- which-has puzzled several of your subscribers - .
10 do s0, had to ride each time a distance of | my heart was singularly possessed and en- | be destroyed either by its own elements; or confidently indulged. At the same time how- lieved? : : 1

80 miles."

On the ccecasion of Mr. Schlatter’s
visit, it so happened, that besides the minis-
ter just named, Mr. Weis also was present.

kindled with love, so that 1 fell on my knees,
as did also the whole congregation, and was

enabled with much power and love and earns

by the reception of new ones. Just asitis
imposible to conceive of a circle without a
centre, so we can have no idea of conscious-

ever, we are fully aware that in order to rea-
lize ali that is expected and desired, it is

It also reveals the Love of God to sinners
in its brightest developments, and here that

alittte. Will the writer of the communica-
tion in which that term is employed be so good:
as to add a word of explanation? I fear that

Mr. Schlatter preached to a crowded house ; | est supplicatiofi to commit to the Great God | ness without personality. For this reason we | necessary not only that much effort be put development f)elgan., Here it hr‘st sh.one O™ | come have construed it in a way not intended, %
and after the services and business transactions | the house and congregation, and to implore | find that the union of personal conscio@isness | forth, but also thatthat effort be properly direc- ea.rth. Here its dawn commenced, which ter- erhans. by the writer.” F 4
were concluded, wrote, it is said, the  follow- | upen them his blessing. Afier the sermon, I | remains, no matter how great the changes | ;.4 [f there is any thing that will occasion a minated on the Cross. - Here the “Star of perhaps, by i : N H
ing in his Journal :—"I"he congregation listen- administered the Lord’s supper to 97 commu- | which must be undergone. When we com- disappointment of our expectations. it must Bethlehem” arose—-—that star,  which still Unkindnesse 3

: 1w . i v and ehil-- in hi i 2 ; 1S . : S . > . : N
ed to the preaching of the word with great at- | nicants, baptized a number of adailts and ¢hil--| pare a man in his old age with what ke was ppp P ? guides to eternal rest. If a traveller, in‘a dark-night, were to knock N

" tention and seriousness, and one could read in

ted ; : ‘

+[n closing my travels in this first year, 1
must say, that in the different places in which
1 have been, I met with many sincere and tru-
ly godly people, and have been deeply affect-
ed in listening 1o their lamentations over the
sad state of their brethren, and the unoffend-
ing children, in that the former were without
all ecclesiastieal oversight and nourishment
for their souls, while the latter, on account of

“the great want of fuithful teachers and pas-
tors, were left ta go on for vears without in-
struciion in the leading principles of religion,
and thus liable to fall into the hands of dan-

. gerous sccts, and to be drawn away by every

At the same time, have |
every where observed the highest regard for
the impressive and consoling Instructions of

the Synods of Holland. - Scarcely in any
p)ace: did { read them without seeing tears
trickle down some checks and hearing expres-
sions of gratitude to God for having disposed

rived, viz: Messrs. Bartholomeus, Hoch-
reutner and Leydich. Mr. B. recetved a call
to Tolpehocken ; Mr. H. to I.ancaster § and
Mr. L. to Providence and Falconer Swamp.
On the 29th of September, 1748 another meet-
ing of Synod was held in Philadelphia, at

At this meeting all the above named calls were
confirmed. Mr Hochreutner, howevernever
reached his field of labor, a sad occurrence,
viz : the acciden:al discharge of a gun, which
out of precantion he was about to nnload, de-
priving him sudderly of life, while he was. on
the point of leaving to preach his Introductory
Sermon, -his horse being already before the
door. ) :

In the year 1749 the aged Mr. Boehm was

this year another minister arrived from Eu-

Zurich, Switzerland. The Synod met in
Philadelphia on the 20th of October 2nd was
composed of 5 ministers and 16 elders.

On the 13th of December, a special meet-
ing of Synod was held to take into considera-
tion the state of the Church and to adopt mea-
sures to supply, if possible, the vacant con-
gregations, who from every quarter were

dren, married 3 couple, and installed new El:

three Reformed ministers from Holland ar-

which were present 6 ministers and 12 Elders. |

calléd from his labors by death. Tnthe fall of

rope, Rev. J. C. Steiner, of the Canton of

in infancy we find no similarity; yet he is the

term under consideration, it certainly cannot
be unreasonable 1o suppose ,that the Divine
Personality could adopt (or rather receive in-
to itself) human nature. The humanity of
our Saviour however is not without personali-
ty, but the personality of the man is that of
Christ. ; '

III. Were tfisunion not personal, then the
difficultics in the way of the sinner’s salvation
would not be “removed. Were the union of
Deity with humanity like that of two liquids,
which flowing into each other formy a third
W hose propesties differ entirely from the sor-
mer two, no reconeiliation between God "and
man could be effected: The being thus formed
- would neither be God nor man: his nature
would be heterogeneous to both. = Such a be-
ing to say the lcast must be a creature; and

ject to the laws of Godj; and consequently
cannot become our righteousness, much less a
sacrifice for our sins: He could not intercede
for us in heaven, nor could we approach him
« boldly” in prayer. Were the union between
the man Jesus and the eternal Son of God
merely moral: such as subsisted between God.
and Moses, for example, no reconciliation
could still be effected. 'The value of atone-
y ment would thus still depend upon the suffer-

no creature is at his own disposal, butis sub- [

originate from a deficiency with respect to the

ing to promote the specific object in view; and
lest there should be any deficiency in the re-
spect adverted to, we feel ourselves called
upon to hold up the_subject, in every such
light, as will be likely to exert some influence
towards preventing this result. =

The particular point to which we wish the
above reflections to be applied, and which we
desire to present a little more specifically, is
the necessity of making the effort in behalf of
the Centenary enterprize as general as possi-
ble. 'The aceeptation in which we employ the
term general, comprehends in it much. We
will endeavor to explain what we mean. The
idea which we wish to convey is, that the
efforts in behalf of the Centenary enterprize
should not be confined to any particular por-
tion or even portions of the Church; or to

"any particular class of individuals. It should

extend throughout every portion of the Church
and to every class of persons, and should be
a specific object at which we aim to bring
about this mode of operation.

Every Classis should perform a prominent

Rejoice, then, Christian, on this blest—this

thee more like angels—Ilike the glorified spir-
1ts—more like Gop HIMSELF. .

. fnformntion wantede

Lewis Hottel recenily of Cedar Creek,
Frederick county, Va., the P. Master informs
us, has removed to the West. As he owes $5
for the Messenger, we will be glad, if some
friend of the Establishment, will inform us of
his residence. ‘ '

Levi Riman, Joseph Dotson, and Ephraim
Rinker, formerly of Mt. Jackson, Shenandoah
county, Va., have also, the P. Master inform-
ed us some time ago, removed. We wrote
immediately solicitinginformation with regard
to their present residence, but have thus far
ascertained nothing. , The first owes us $6,
the second $5, and the third 81. e shall
be glad to hear from them. j !

We so frequently receive information from
Post Masters of the removal of subscribers,
who owe us- from 4 to 10 or 12 dollars, that
we feel ourselves obliged to resort to the pre-

sent method of ascertaining their residence
b

at the door, who would refuse him admittance ¥

—comes to offer him the heir-ship of an incor--
ruptible inheritance—comes to grant him ever--
lasting life. ~ L
" Sinners, turn, why will you die?
God your maker asks you why.

. From the Christian Mirror.
The land of the Reformerse

- The regions where Zuinglius and Calvim
prayed and [abored, seem to be overrun by a
very dry and lifeless religion The sovereigm
council of the Canton of Vauad have abolished
the ancient and pious confession of the Swiss
churches, and promulgated a law which, i
fact, suppresses every church of the establish- .
ment, and considers the ministers and pastors:
in no other light than as civil officers, chafgcd
by law to teach and preach the doctrines which:
the law prescribes. Even the temples of
God arc desccrated. For the very building

“ where the Conference of the Reformation was
: held, the descendants of the Reformers of the

16th century yielded themselves to the most
licentious mockery and profanation. These
and other facts arc stated in a letter received
by Mr. Kirk from Dr. Malan of Geneva, who
solicits the aid of American Christians in that
country, to save from “quenching the spark

| which is left.
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- their very countenance the burning desire al-| ders and Deacons.  All which exercises were | same person now that he was then. 8o too |latter particular. The Church is more than o . e Yet the Savior comes to the sinner’s heart.. ‘\II‘
ter edification and a better ecclesiastical ar- | performed amid great silence, deep reverence after his tenement of clay has crumbled to the equal to the task which she has marked out auspicious day. Angels bid thee rejoice. Re- and knocks until his head is wet with dew; » -
rangement, as well as the ardent hope of being | and with mueh stirring up of heart and mind | dust and his spirit returned to God who gave for herself, and it can be expected with certain- Joice, however, “in the Lord”—not in and | ;,q his locks with the drops of the night, but
ere long supplied with a regular pastor. The | to general edification, : ) it, the union of his pers?l}al consciousness is tv. that her friends will bo active in endeavor with the “world.” Let it be the hallowed, | the door is barred against him! And yet this. '
good people knew not how sufficiently to ex- During the summer and fall of this year | still presented. -- By 1aking this view of the |{ ¥ ¥ clevated dnd pure joy; such, as - will make | heavenly visiter comes with the richest of gifts: g}
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For the Weekly Messenger.

Messrs. Editors : : s
o Much is said now-a-days,
in our paper on the subject of the proposed
Centenary. Well, if you have no objections,
I will say a little something too. ~With regard
to raising funds for the permanent endowment
of our Institutions, much- has been well and
ably written. ~On that subject therefore [ shall
not dwell. o
We are told in our Circular, that one object
in holding said celebration is, *“That the
Church mayv thus be made better  acquainted
with itself.” Very well. Pope says, “Know
thou thyself,” and the wisdom of the remark
has fully entered into the experience of every
_rightly cultivated mind. - Let us, then, asa
Church, know ourselves. But how can we,
“except some man teach us?” Would it not
be well therefore, for' some one qualified for
.the undertaking, (and doubtless we have many
such) to furnish us with a_succinet history of
~our Church from its earli% existence as a
scparate organization, down to the present
time. Nay, from the ever memorable era in
which-the first blow was struck for the defence
of that truth we yet preach, by the immortal,

" the . Apostolic Reformer of Switzerland,”

who fought doubly armed—armed with the
“sword of the spirit,” and a sword of .steel,
and fell doubly covered—covered with his
own blood and covered with glory. Such a
history would perhaps, be of service even to
Ministers, and if accompanied with some re-
marks by way of comment, might afford much
valuable matter for the pulpit. o

Subjects and texts might also be pointed

out, the discussion of which would ténd great-
ly to enhance the- interest of our Centenary

sermons.
Reasons might also be urged why the mem-
- bers of the Church should contribute, and con-

_tribute cheerfully, to the aid of those Institu-

tions, which are thus, as it were, cast forth to
sink or swim upon her liberality.  1have thus

~ endeavored briefly to point out what I humbly

conceive 1o be the best mode of furthering the
great enterprise in which every member ofthe
Church is, and of right ought to be fairly en-
listed. Each should feel that his houor or
- disgrace, il not guilt, is associated with its
completion or failure.  And if. the above re-
marks meet with approbation, the hope is fond-
ly cherished, that whatever is done may be
"done speedily.  Subjects suggested to the mind
ought to be given early, so as to afford time
for mature reflection. o
- Suffer me to remark in conclusion, that I
have often thought a little history of the Holy-
days, through the medium of the Messenger,
might be acceptable to many of your readers.
The reasons why they are observed as festi-
vals, the object at which we should aim in their
observance ; suitable texts, &c., &c. Let it
be borne in mind, that in order successfully

. to.push forward any enterprise, or rightly to

observe any Institution, correct information is
indespensibly requisite. ~Give us light, there-

* fore, and if the cause be good, and our hearts

right with God, we shall soon arrive at a tem-
perature sufficiently warm, to command all
our energies, and enable us to “quit ourselves
like men.” ' D. C.
Lexington, Dec. 4th, 1840. _
REMARKES ON THE ABOVE.— We are pleased
to see the spirit of inquiry, which the above
communication manifests. It shows, that the
Centenary spirit has alrcady reached North
Carolina, and we preshme will soon blaze and
burn all around, especially after our brethren
there shall “arrive at a temperature sufficient-
ly warm.” The physical temperature around
s, just now, (Saturday -morning, 6 o’clock,)
is quite “sufficiently” cold—the thermometer
And if the keen,
biting North-Eastern blast should have reached
the far South erc this reaches them, we hope
our friends there will have received some of
the “light and heat” which we and our cor-
respondents have, for the last few weeks, been
_trying to send out. One of our correspon-
dents has been giving - subjects to a minister,
and the next will perhaps, be texts, from which
to preach on the Centenary effort. In regard
to the History of the Church—that, too, has
been taken hold of in some of the late numbers
ot our paper; something is added in this week’s
paper, and more may be expected.
" In reference to the Holi-days, we have not
now time to say much.

being nearly down to zero.

Our correspondent,
we presume, is aware, that the Ref. Church

does not, like some other Churches, consider

the observance of any religious Festival—be
it Christmas, Easter, or any one elsc—as of

Divine obligation. But being, by common

" consent, set apart as Holi-days, the majority

of her ministers, if not all; endeavor to improve
thesc seasons to religious purposes. This we
think is perfectly right.  'Why may. we not
collect together, for instance, on Christmas-
day, and improve the. glorious remembrance
of a Savior’s birth 7 - Why not give an oppor-
tunity to the thousands in our towns and cities
and neighborhoods, to spend at least part of
a day in the Sanctuary of God, when mary
of them at” least, would otherwise spend the
whole day in idleness and perhaps folly and

sin?  Very frequently, too, such days are

chosen to hold missionary and other "benevo-
lent abniversaries in the cangregation.  Those
ministers who wish to improve such festivals
in a religious way among their people, cannot
be at a loss what texts to choose, because any
text having reference to the advent of the Sa-
vior will furnish matter suitable to the occa-
sion—the proclamation of his birth by the
Angels—the prophecy of Isaiah (chapt. 9 : 6,
et seq.) and innumerable passages, afford an
abundance of it. 'This festival being just now
at hand, we have alluded to 1t, rather than to
any other.
dents will hereafter take up this subject—or in
default thereof, we will. In regard to the
Centenary, we suppose our correspondent will
also, in due time, receive all the information
he desires. :

We hope some of our correspon-

[Editors.

For the Weekly Messenger.
Messrs. Editors : .
; ' I am much pleased with
the idea, that the Church is provided, in good
time, with a suitable Hymn for the use of the
Centenary. I had feared, that the wish ex-
pressed in relation to this point, would either
not be answered at all, or answered in a way
which might not satisfy the demands of good
taste. = Mrs. Peirson, it seems to me, has con-
ferred a great favor on the Church at large,
by meeting so happily as she has done the
requisitions of the case. She has given us a
good hymn, of proper length, touching the

" proper points, breathing the right spirit for

such an occasion, without affectation or eflort,

and worthy in all respects of being sung in
the most cultivated as well as in the plainest
of our congregations: I trust its power will
be felt by thousands of hearts, kindling within
them a generous enthusiasm for the German’
pame, and stirring them up to a large and lib-
eral zeal in favor of the interests with which
it is at this time especially connected. "If we
can get other hymns as good, it will be all ve-
ry well. A dozen of them would do us no
harm. S
Why is it, that the $5. plan, in favor of
beneficiary educasion, moves so heavily? In
the midst of the large ideas and calculations
which are now entertained in every direction,
it seems almost reproachful to have that defec-
tive list of pledges staring one in the face eve-
ry week. It is so small a matter, that a sin-
gle week might seem to be enongh for carry-
ing it through. I imagine, that many persons
must have become a little close for the present,
under tne idea of husbanding all their strength
for a grand effort on the Centenary. They
will do nothing just now, because they wish to
do something shortly that shall tell towards
the $100,000, whichis to be secured next
year. But'it should be remembered, that the
subscriptions in this “Plan’to raise 500 a year
for five years,” all belong to the Centenary
effort, and must be counted in with its results
as a matter of course. Every subscriber

&isentitled to credit sofar in the report of what
shall be done in the congregation, to which he
or she may belong. If the individual should
do still more at the Centenary wmeeting, it
must be added to this pledge, so that credit
shall be had for the whole.

Now, under this view, it might be hoped
that the $5. plan under consideration, would
be sufficiently provided for, if it were left only
to our children, to see it through. It should
be counted the privilege and right of the
youngest no less than of older persons, to
give, during the Centenary ; &there are hun-
dreds of them, who would be delighted to take
shares in this juwenile concern, if they only
had the opportunity.

By the way ; are_ not all subscriptions and
pledges heretofore given towards berevolent
interests, but not yet due, to be counted in our
Centenary contributions? Some churches,
during the past year, have subscribed hand-
somely towards the College or Seminary.—
They are ready now no doubt, to "do a great
deal” more. But I take it for granted, that
what they already stand pledged for, will go
along with what they shall do additional, in
the general report-of their actions It is only
in this way, that a fair representation can be
had of the actual liberality of differcnt scc-
tions of the Church.

J. W. N,

- For the Weekly Messenger.
‘What is the Centenary?

«Father, what is the Centenary ?”’ asked
Mary Traxler, as she sat by the table, looking
up from "the newspaper she was reading by
candle light.

«Centenary ! why what -paper have you
come across, Mary?” inquired her father,
who sat warming his fingers by the stoye,
having just come in from disposing of his
horses for the night, as he had been absent
with them ‘the whole day at the mill.

«Tt is called the Weekly Messenger,” she
said, *and I think it must have been dropped
by Squire Schlosser, forI found it on the
floor immediately after he had called with us
a few minutes, on his way home from town §
and I have been reading it ever since. but it is
mostly all about the Centenary, and T cannot
make out . what that means. 1 never heard
the name before. Father, what is the Cen-
tenary 7 T
«Mary,” cried her father a little sternly, I
fear you are growing too fond of polities.. Tt
may do well enough in young men, but for
Jadies to be taken up with such matters is all
wrong. You had better go out and help your
mother to twist the dough-nuts.”

The fact is, Mr. Traxler hardly knew the
meaning of the word Centenary himself, and
his sternness towards his daughter was assu-
med rather to hide his own ignorance than
from any displeasure towards herself. As
soon, therefore, as she had gone to asssist her
mother in the kitchen, he took up the paper
and pored over it the whole evening, but
with all his reading, he was unable to make
out the meaning of the word.” He discovered,
however, thatin mentioning politics he had
missed the mark, inasmuch as the Centenary
seemed not to_be a political, but a religions
celebration.  Still he could not, for his life;
make out its time, place, nor occasion.

Mr. Traxler was a farmer of considerable
substance, and well acquainted with matters
and things in general. Indeed he was often
consulted by some of his neighbors on law
questions; and it was generaily supposed
that, in the course of vears, he would run as
a candidate for the I.egislature. Even at
home, his wife and daughter had a high opin-
jon.of his acquirements ;- and, therefore, it

" would never have done for him to have confes-

sed before them his ignorance of the word Cen-
tenary. I mightremark, by the way, that his
name should properly be written and pro-
nounced Dreghsler, but it had suffered some-
thing in its letters, in being accommodated to
the English. Certainly wrongfully, for pro-
per names are not to be altered or translated ;
& German appellations especially loose much
of their import and become light by being an-
glicised. 'Thus Zimmerman strikes the ear
of taste more pleasant than Carpenfer ; and,
in the present case, Drechsler than Trazxler ;
which lastis, however, better than if it were
wholly metamorphosed into’ Zurner-.

The next morving, after breakfast, Mr.
Traxler took occasion to walk over to Squire

"Schlosser’s for the ostensible purpose of re-

turning the - newspaper and borrowing some
bags, but, in reality to learn the meaning of
the word. He cared not, however, to seem
curious on the subjec, or even tolet his neigh-
bor know his wish, but after having convers-
ed on various topics, 4s if the thought had
just struck him, he remarked :

«By the way, Squire, how do you feel dis

posed towards the Centenary 2” :

«The Centenary !"* teplied the Squire,”
«I feel disposed to fall into the measure hear=
tily. Itisan event we should all take occa-
sion to celebrate, as we_shall never have an-
other opportunity. I feel extremely happy,
Mr. Traxler, in being thus allowed to rise up
with a whole denomination of Christians, who
though scattered through this and other States,
have resolved iwith one voice, to express their
gratitude to God for their prosperity. 1 re-
joice that 1 have lived to see the day; and I
think we should all engage, heart and hand,
in the jubilee.”

«f think so too, Sqnuire,” responded Mr.
"I'raxler, *Ithink the Church should have
her rejoicingsas well as political parties theirs.
We should certainly have processions through
the day and illnminations at night. 1 feel
myself disposed to burn a tar batrel of two on
the occasion. But where is this coivention
to be held 1

«Convention and tar barrels!” cried the

Squire, “why, neighbor, you have certainly |

pledges, under this form, $25 to the Centenary, |

mistaken the matter. You seem 1o benot
aware of the real nature of the jubilee.”” -
«To confess the truth,” he replied, «I am
some « hat ignorant of its nature.  The fact is
my time unoccupied by the farm, has been so
wholly taken up with attending conventions,
raising liberty poles, and hearing the speech-
es, that, with me, Church matters have been
out of the question. We live in a republican
government, you know, Squire, and every
good citizen should read the papers and at-
tend to politics, for the good of his country.
But now, the struggle being over, 1 confess 1
feel my time hang a. little heavy on my hands,
and having more imporiant mauers to-attend
10, 1 feel inclined 1o Lear something about the
Centenary.” :
«More important matters [ cried the Squire,
¢-and do you really set polities before religion!
If you wish for party excitement, Mr. Traxler,
I fear the Centenary will hardly satisfy you.
Its influence is of a holier and happier sort.—
Political conventions may return, like Olym-
piads, cvery fourth year, andin individual
States we may now expect them cvery vear,
but the Centenary comes only after a hundred
vears. The year 1841 has been set apart as
the grand festival of the German Relormed
Church on the completion of her first century
in the United States. What occasion can be
more important! But tofitourselves for entering
on it properly, we should cultivate a devotion-
al spirit, and call to mind the many blessings
which, in times past, have becn showered on
us and our fathers. To qualify ourselves for
this too we should be made acquainted with
the present state and history of the Church.—
We should, therefore, attend all the meetings,
as many discourses will be delivered on the
subject, and subscribe for the Messenger or
Zeitschrift, as these will give us weekly, infor-
mation on her past history and present pro-
ceedings.  To show his sincerity too, every
member is about to bring forward his thank
offering on the ozcasion. In illuminations aad

parades, much money is often expended for

present gratification, without lasting benefit ;
but these contributions are to be devoted to the
raising of a College edifice, and the endow-
ment of our Theolozical Seminary at Mercers-
burg. The Egypuans raised pyramids for
posterity to look ar, but with no further advan-
tage ; but these Institutions are designed to
educate our sons and pour abroad over the
land a pious and educated ministry.  Learn-
ing of itsell is beneficial to a country, but
when joined with religion, it forms the very
life of our social system. But farther, Mr.
Traxler, by giving, we benefit ourselves as
well as others. Favors are not only the con-
sequence of our good feeling, but the cause of
better ones towards those on whom we have

! bestowed them. To be sure, we cannot confer

favors on our Maker, as all we have is his,
but when he permits us while making presents
1o others, to act in accordance with his
wishes, it fills our hearts not only with be-
nevolence towards them, but with love for
him. It breaks up the sordid selfishness of
our natures, and suffers our sympathies to go
abroad and our piety to reach upward. It
stirs up our philanthropy, and we are not a-
shamed any more to look a benevolent manin
the face. Why, Mr. Traxler, since I have
thought of giving for this object I feel a richer
man, by a great deal, than I even thought my-
self before. I would not now exchange the
satisfaction I enjoy, in being about to do my
duty and thus secure the approval of my con-
science, for twice the amount of my contribu-
tion. It strikes me, Mr. Traxler, that in gen-
crations yet to come, our children, reaping the
advantages of our celebration will look back
with reverefice ofi those who were actively en-
gaged in it, and they will consider it the high-
est honor to be able to trace their ancestry to
any whose hame may be written in the Big
Book of dur Centenary.” o

.« fall in with your sentinients, Squirc, ex-
actly,” responded Mr, Traxler, “and I think
we should all give someting handsome on the
occasion. I make no doubt it would make us
all feel happier. 1 would not hesitate to give
even ten or twenty dollars myself.”

«Ten or twenty dollars!” cried the Squire,
«] believe we are each of us worth about
twelve thousand dollars a piece, and consider-
ing the greatnes of the object, the cause of
gratitude I have for past blessings, and the ea-
sy terms of payment, I could not satis(y my
conscience with giving less than five hundred
dollars.” ) .

«Itis a high sum, Squire, but you shall

. President and Vice President,and thé number of votes

is estimated, at the present time, at 3000, and 600 per- |
sons of the same sect are said to be now on their way
from England.—Buffalo Commercial. :

e

Prevention of Steam Packet Collisions.—The Trin-
ity House Corporation has deemed it right to frame
and promulgate the following rules, ** which, on com.
munication with the Lords Commissioners of the Ad-
wirality, the elder brethren find have been adopted in
respect of Steam vessels in her Majesty’s service.

Rule first—* When steam vessels on different cour-
ses must unavoidably or necessarily cross so near that
by continuing their respective courses, there would be
a risk of coming in collision, each vessel shall put
her helm to port, so as always to pass on the larboard
side of each other.”’ :

Rule second—* A steam vessel passing another in ;
a narrow channel, must always leave the vessel she is
passing on the lurboard band.”?  This measure ought
to have been promulgated long ago ¢ but it is an old
saying and a true one, “better late than never,” and it
is to be hoped that the masters of steam vessels will
speedily make themsclves thoroughly acquainted with
ihe regulations issued by the Trinity House Corpora-
tion. Had such regulations been in existence previ-
ous to the collision of the Phenix and Britannia steam
packets,that serious and unfortunate catastrophe would
have been averted. . :

Election of President and Vice President.—To ma-
ny of cur readers the manner ofel -cting President and
Vice President, may be new. As this election is
so0n to take place, we deseribe the method us provid-
ed by the Constitation of the United States.

Each State, chooses; in such manner as the Legis.
lature may direct, a number of zlectors, equal- to the
whole numberof senators and representatives to which
the State is entitled in Congress.  Two of these clee.
tors in each State, are chosen by the people at” large,
to conform to the election of senators who-are chosen’
by the Legislature of each state. : .

New York is entitled to the largest nuraber of elec.
tors—which is forty-two. Next comes Pennsylvauia,
which has thirty, then Virginia, twenty-three, Ohio,
twenty-one, Kentucky, Tenuessee, and orthCarolina
fifteen each, Massachusctts, fowricen, Georgia .and
South Carolina, eleven each, Maiue,and Muaryland, ten
each, Indiwana, nine, Connecticut, and New Jerscy,
eight each, New Hampshire, Vermont ard Alabama,
seven each, Illinois and Louisiana, five each, Rhode
Island, Mississippi and Misouri, four each; and Dela-
ware, Michigan and "Arkansas, three each making
in the whole, 234; necessary for a choice, 148.

The electors meet intheir respective States(the Con-
stitution daes not specify the time) and vote for Presi-
dent and Vice President, and one of whom is not to be
an inhabitant of the same State with themnselves.
their duty to make out lists of the persons voted for as

for each, which list they are to sign and certify, und |
transmit scaled to the President of the Senate at Wash. |
ington, who opens and counts in the presence of the |
Senate and House, all’the certificates. To be elccted, |
the candidate must have a majority of all the votes,
cast; and i no one has such a majority, the House is |
imnediately to choose a President from the three can-
didates having the highest number of votes.—Zion's
Herald.

The Horrors of War.—A Paris correspondent of the |

New York Commercial, adverting to the progress of | -

events in Algiers, furnishes this frightful picture :—
‘A strong column of 5000 men marched tore-vitnal
the garrison of Miliana, and when they arrived they
found that out of 1250 men who had been left there in
June, 800 were dead, about 400 were sick and 57 on.
ly were capable of supporting the fatigaes of the march
back to Algiers. Of the 400 sick, the half were too ill
to be removed, and the others were conveyed to the
hospital, of Bouffarick. This destructive work was ef.
fected within four months. - They were cven in want
of every necessary. The flour was spoiled and full of
worms. They had neither wine, brandy nor salt. The
water of the wells had been rendered putrid by the bo-
dies ofthe Jews whom the Arabs had thrown intothem
for that purpose on evacuating the city. There re-
mained buteleven oxen, andthe men had been on quar-
“ter rations for a’month ‘past. They would in fact ine-
vitably have been starved if their nnmbers had not
been thinned by numerous deaths. They had employ-
cd the first month in making fortifications, but a ra-
ging hot wind arose and carried offgreat numbers. The
stock of febrifuge medicines, which had been laid in
upon a calculation for one hundred patients, was en-
tirely exbausted. Thetown had been constantly block-
aded by the Arabsuntil thearrival of the troops. The
latter were harrassed on their march by continual “at-
tacks, but they always.repulsed the enemy, and finally
reached their destination with a luss of only 300 killed
and wounded, while that of the Arabs was presumed
to amount to 1200.”

) Affairs of the East.

The recent news from Syria, or some of is not a little
puzzling to persons not well acquainted with that coun-
try. If it be true that the Emir Bechir has abandoncd
thelcanse of Mehemit Ali & retired to England, to take
no more part in ‘the contest of the East,we may be sure
that the dominion of Egypt in upper Syria is at an end.
His people the Maronites, number 5004000 ; the Dru-
ses, who _were in a measure under his control, arc es-
timated at 70,000 ; the Ansarics, more nemerous than
the Druses, will go-the same way ; and so will cther
large bodies of mountaincers, all warlike and all fan-
atical. Ifthey join the allies and the Emir flies to
save his life, Ibrahim can have no hope of snbduing
them. But the Emir is a subtle and craft old politi-
cian, famous for movements which no one couid un-
derstand till some time aftetwards. He has long been
closely connected with Mehemet Ali, and more than
once has heen indcbted to him for bis offiice, if not his
life, Heisa reputed decendant of * I'he Prophet,”
but becamme a Maronite  Roman Cathelic) for political
reasons. Early in the vear 1823, he was an exile in E.
gypt, whither he had fled froin the wrath of the Sul-
tan; bat in July he wag again in his palace on Mt

never outstrip me in benevolence. Whether
in politics or religion, you shall always find

Solomon Traxler doing his duty.” '
That night, at home, Mr. Traxler spoke so
feelingly on the subject of the Centenary, and
so highly of the Weekly Messenger, which, he
said his-{family should not be without for an-
other week, that his wife and daughter thought
they had never heard him express himself to
better advantage ; and Mary Traxler fancied
it must have been owing to the aching of his
fingers, on the evening before, that he had
blamed her, while reading the Messenger, with
being too fond of politics. .
. ’ ~W. M."N.

DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE.

Distressing Accident—On Monday week, Mr. John
H. Hickok, of Harrisburg (and late of this place) was
in the act of stepping in the Rail Road car on the Har-
risbrg bridge, whilst the train was in motion, when
he slipped, fell under the car, and had both his legs
crushed!” We understand, that amputation has been
performed, and hopes of his recovery are cntertainea.

There have becn forty Quem"ns of England, from the
Conquest to Victoria ; thirty-five being Qucens con-
sort, and five Queens regent.

Seven of the required ten thousand dollars have been
raised for the restoring of Brock’s monument, which
was villainously thrown down not long since.

Twenty thousand dollars have been Iatcly‘;:;is-
ed for the aid of the Oglethorpe University of
Gas . -

It is thought that the Statc Lunatic Asylum at U-
tica, is the largest of the kind in the world. The buil-
dings form a hollow square, each 500 fi. long by 100
broad and are cstimated to cost $1,500,000. .

The number of new buildings erected in Philadel-
phia, during the current year, for which permits were
granted, is 379 : besides which it is believed fifty have
been erected without permits. ‘

"Phe Governot of N. C.recommends the establish-
ment of an asylum for lunatics, of which there are ac-
cording to returns, 249 in the state.

By the munificence of Peter C. Brooks, Esq. of Bos-
ton; an editiort of Picrce’s Geometry has been prinied
fot the blind. ’

A monument is about to be erccted to the memory
of Copernicus; the great astronomer, in his™ native
place, in Thorn, Germany,

Tur Monyons.—This singular sect are determined
not to be driven from the face of the earth. The re:
cent terrible persecutions they have suffered at the law-
Jess hands of the people of Missouri, séems o have
stimulated theit exertions—Thsy have recently pur-
hsed the steantboat Des Moines, formerly owned by
the United States, ahd have put it in complete "order,
changing the namie to that of their new city—Nauvoo.
The boat will run from St. Louis to Naunvoo, Galena
and Dubuque. The Mormon population of Nauv oo

Lcbanon. Al the first conquest of Syria, by the E-
£yp'ian armies, he was once more in danger, and was
saved only by the success of Ihrahim. At every sub.
sequent insurrection, he was moved unintelligibly till
the decisive moment, and then declared himself for the
Egyptians. Ifhe has now gone on an embassy to the
Roman ('atholic powers of lurope, cheating the Eng-
lish out of the price of his passage by a pre-
tended surrender, it wonld be exzctly in keeping with
his' whole past history. Butinstead of going on an em-
bassy to those powers he may be exccuting a secret a-
greement with them. There is reason to suspect that
he was meditating - an abandonment of Mchemet “Ali,
even before the attack on Beyrout.  Very possibly, he
mnay have gone to negociate for his own restoration to
power under a new order of things. - On every sup-
position, this Emir proves that in his judgment, and
no man living better understands that country, the fu-
ture destiny of Syria will be determined by tie Chris-
powers of Enrope. It will belong to Tarkey, or B.
2ypt, or neither, jost as they shall deeide; for the Mus-
sulman powers have no ability to resist their good plea-
sure.

This ascendency of Christian powers ovea Turkish
counscls may be of usc to a very interesting people, in
a very important caisis of thir affairs. We refer to the
indepenpent Nusrany, as they call themzelves, or Nes-
torians, as they are usnally callted by athers, in the
Koordi-h mountains, around the head -waters of the
of the Tigris. Of their once splendid empire, which
extended even to the borders of China, this fragment
of about 100,000 souls, retains its independence. De-
fended by their almost inaccessibl mountains, and by
their own valor, they have hitherto withstood all at-
tempts to subdue them; and indaed we believe both
Turks and persions have long since given up the hove
of conquering them, abstain from attempting it. They
surroanped by the Koords, who are “free-booters by
profession, but who are afraid of them. Most of the
Koords pay tribute, either to Tuarks or Persians; bat
some of them enjoy an unqualificd independence, like
Nestoriins. It was a favorite project of the late Sul.
tan, to reduce the whaole population of the Koordish
mountains to obedience. Some months since, the
chief of the Hakkaree Koords, visited Erzeroum; ac-
knowledged his allegiauce to the Porte, and offefed to
secure the allegiance of all the other inhabitanis of
those mountains; and the Turkish Pasha pledged
himself to furnish troops, if necassary, to zccomplish
this object, as soon as they could be recalled from oth-
er service. We do not know whelher the Nestorions
were expressly mentioned in this agreement, but there
can be no doubt that it was iatended to include theimn
and it is so uhdersteod in that part of the world. .~

Now, as the Turkish empire is probably about to
be governed on better principles than formerly, it
may be well for this little handful of Christians to be-
come a part of it, in a svitable manuver and on reason
able termis; or it may be better for them to continué
as they are. But certainly, it is not desirable that
they should be given up to the ferocity of the Koords,
who have long feared and hated them, backed by the
power of Turkey, and that power sustained by the |
leading cabinets of Christian Europe. Their case is
in every moral point of view, at least as well worthy
of atiention as was that of Greece.

If this Christiah Stste in the heart of Asia has hith-
efto attracted bat little attention, it is because liltle
has been known ofit. Some years since; a German
traveller attempted to visit them, bnt was murdrred
by the Koords before he entered their coutetry. With-
in two, years, our countrynien, Dr. Grant, has visited
them fwice § and a Mr. Ainsworth; an Englishman,
has since followed his track among their mountains.
Those we believé, are the only men of Earopean des-

Ttis |
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cent, who bhave ever been there.—Journal of Com-
merce. ‘ .

CONGRESSIONAL NEWS,

T'wenty=sixth Congress.
MR WasHingTon, Dec. 14th.

Mr. WRIGHT of N.Y. presented a memorial from
New York in favor of a uniform law of Bankruptey, ’
Referred to the Comnittee on the Judiciary.j "
Mr. Wright also presented a memorial from the wis
dow of Dr. Perine, massacred in Floridas praying a
grant of land, relief, &e. o
Mr. WHITE of Ind. presented a memorial in favor :
of the New Albany and Mount €armel Rail road, ~1ay- !
ing a grant of land, &ec. .
REPEAL OF THE SUBTREASURY. ;
Mr. CLAY, of Ky. presented a resolution déclaring *
that the bill entitled an Act for the collection, safe- !
keeping and disbursement of the publie money, ought !
to be repealed.  Mr. Clay, after submitting bis reso- {
lution, said.he should not call for the consideration of |
the resolutlon at the present time. It would be called
up to-morraw and take precedence of other business,
cxcépt resolutionsof a similar character.

.~PUBLIC LLANDS..

Mr. Clay ulso offered an important resolution in re:
ference to the Public Lands, calling for infornzatioh
as ta the amannt sold for the fast twelve years.. The
resolution was Jaid on fhe table and ordered to be-print-
ted. Mr. Cluy accompanied the resolation with some
remarks on the importancé of the subject. .

Mr. MERRICK, of Md: brought furward his jeint |
resolution an the subject of the transfer of the Gov:
ernment Stack in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to
the State of Marvlind. It vas read three times, or-
dered ta be printed, and referred {o the Committee on
Roads and Canals, N :

HOUSE OF REPRFESENTATIVES!
STANDING COMMITTEES.

‘The &tznding Committees were announced to the
Hause as soor as the Journal wasread. They arcfor
the most part as they were at the list session of Con-
gress, The following are the Chairmen:

On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
On
Oh
On
On
On
On
On
On

|
|
1

Slections—3r. Rives of Va, ‘
Commerce—Mr. Cortis of N. Y. -

Post Offices—Mr. McKay of N. C. | L,
the Distriet of Columbia—DMr. Johnson of Md.
the Judiciary—Mr. Scrgent of Pa. ’
Maruo‘ctures—Mr. Ad.ms of Mass.
Agrienlture—Mr, Dennis of Md.

Indian Affnrs—Mr. Bell of Tenn, .
Military Affair<—Mr. Thompson of & C.
Militia—)Mr., Keim of Pa. -

Naval A irs—Mr. Thomas ¢f Md.
Féreion Aff:ire—\r. Pickens of 8. C:
Territories—Mr. Pope of Kv: T
Mileage—Mr. Williams of Conn.

Ways and Means—Mr., Jones of Va/ ’ :
Roads and Canals—DMr. Ogle of Pa.
Tnvalid Pensioners—Mr, Williams of Ky.
Public Lands—2Jr. Morrow of Ohio.

) CHAPLAINS. - .

The Rev. G. €. Cookman was re.clected Chaplain |
to the Senate and the Rev. W, Braxton, of Virginia
to the House ot Representatives: The former 1s of
the Methodist, and the latter of the B‘\pti‘st pcrs\{axsion.

Dec. 15.
. SUB.-TREASURY BILL. g

Mr. CLAY’S resolution proposing a repeal of the
Sub.-Treasury Bill, caine up as the special busines of
the day.* A debate full of interest followed, which was
participated in by Messrs. CLAY of Ky. WKIGHT
of N. Y. CALHOUN of 8. C. ANDERSON of Tenn.
JHUBBARD of N. H. ind ALLEN ot Ohio. .

Dec. 16

The Vice President, R. M. Johnson, appeared and
took his seut. - .

ONE PRESIDENTIAL TERM. )

Mr. TALLMADGE, of N. Y. proposed an amend-
nent to the Constitution, fising the time of Presiden-
tial service to one term. The Rescolution received its
first and second reading, and Was—no one opposing—
ordered ta be printed. ' ) :

Mr. Webster spoke for onc hour on the subject of
the President’s Message. He objected chiefly to the
two points, rclating to a National Bunk and a National
Delt. .
AMERICA AND CHINA.

Mr. ADAMS introduced the following resolution.
The house adjourned before it was considered.
Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States
be requested tocanse tobe communicated to this House,
<o far as may bhe compatible with the public interest, !
copies of all decuments in -the Department of State
showing the erigin of any political relations between
the United States and the Empire of China ; the first
appointment of a consul to reside at or near Canton ;
whether such consul, or any other subsequently ap-
pointed, has gver been received or recognized in that
capacity ; and the present relations between the Gov-
ernment of the United Stutes and that of the Calestial |
Empire. - ' |
SUB-TREASURY BILL. |
Mr. TILLINGHAST again presented the resolu-
tion offcred by him on Thursday last, calling for
information in relation to the operation of the Sub-
Treasury Bill since it became a law. . )
Mr. VANDERPOEIL, of N, Y. opposcd the resolu-
tion—said that it wonld consume a great deal of time
and do no sort of good. The member from Rhode 1s-
land would vote indcpendently of the information ifhe
had it. : )
, Mr, TILLINGHAST rejoined, and the merits of
the Sl)b-Treasl\r} bill were brought into~the discus-
sion. :
Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio, had something tosay” in
reference to the bill, and declared that it was not the

- NOTICRS,

e

- -TPime of Meeting Changed. .

The Sufquebanna Classis will meet in Lewisburg,
Union co., Pa., on Jatfuary 5, 1841, at 6.0’clock, and
not.on the 2d inst., as was announ¢ed heretofore.

The membery are earnestly requested to attend.

: R. DUENGER, Secreta;.

" Special Meeting. :
A meeting of this Classis’ will be held ou the 25th
of December, 1840; st ten o’clock, 'A. M. at White-
marsh, Montgomery Co., Pa., for the purpose of a-
dopting measures in view of the approaching Centen- -
ary, and transacting such other business as may. come

before it. , ) ‘
SAMUEL HELFFENSTEIN, Sefi.;
' ~Prestdent, p.'t."_

.

. _ Bible Dish’lbuiiofxc e

A meeting of a number of frieuds of thé Bible ¢ause,
was held.in the court house in ChamBersburg on Mon-
day the 30th ult—Rev. David Denny Wwag called to
the chair, and John Sinith appointed Secretary.’ Adx <
ter a free interchange of sentiment was had as to the

“propriety of forming a new society, or resuscitating the

¢ Franklin Bible Society,” the meeling adopted the .
following resolutions : C :
Resolved, That a Committec be appointed to address N
a note or.Circular to the friendsof the Bible cause, in -
Franklin county, and particularly to the members of
the «Franklin Bible Society,”” reqiesting thejr aftend-
ance at a Couvention or Coutty meeting, to'ke held
in Chambersburg, on Tuesday everiing, the 29fh, ifist,;
for the purpose of uniting, in the’ best means to pro-
mote the interests of the cause—and especially to
carry into effect. the benevolent design of supplying -
every destitute individual in the €cuity, with'a’Sopy
of the Sacred Scriptures. - - ' o
 Resolved, That the Editors of papers in Franklin™
coufity. be respectfully requesfed to publish the ad-
dress of the officers; and Managers of the Pennsylva- -
nia Bible Society, in their respectiye Journals. .
Rev. Messrs. T. Adam, and “B. 8. Schneck, .and. .=
George * Chambers Esg., compose the - committee
authorized by the above resolution. .

DAVID DENNY, President.

Secretary. . -

JOHN SMITH,

(Total afid enfire abstinence from the use of
all intoxicating drinls.?

The stated meeting of the ¢ Franklin Beneéfcial Socie%y" fot
the present month, ifl be hold in the Hall on Monday even:
ing next. (28th inst.) at 6 o'clock. Applications for member .
ship will bereceived. Members are fineable if not present at
roll call. . - 5. ‘ s
— WILSON REiLLY, Secrotaryes

. 3 'Y U
HOLIDAY PRESENTS.,

{)OO PICTORIAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THB BIBLE,

&~ AND VIEWS IN THE HOLY LAND.—NEW,

CHEAP, AND VALUABLE PUBLICATION.— Fouvr Huxp-

DRED PAGxS, Svo. Fine Paper, Handsomely Bowrd, PRiCE ONLY

TWO DOLLARS.—The subscriber rospetfilly invites the .

attention of Clerzymen, Teachars of Sabbath Schools, Heads |

of Pamilies and Bocksellers, throughout the Unitad States,
to the above New Cheap, and Splendilly IHustrated Work

Published and for sale, at-No. 122 Nassa't Straet, New’ York

City: Its features are better defined by the title:— - -

TWO HUNDRED PICTORIAL ILLUSTRAKIONS
- <OF THE SCEiPTURES
c. - CONSIST ®G OF R .
VIEWS IN THE HOLY LAND.

POGETIER W FH MaNY OF THE MOST REMARKABLE ORJECTS
MENTIORED IN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS, REPRESEN-
TING $\CRED HISTORICAL LVENTS, COPIED FR CELEER sTED
PICTCURES, PRINCIPALLY BY 'THE OLD MASTERS; THE LAND-
SCAPE SCENES, TAKEN FROM ORIGINAL SKETCIZES MADE OR
THE SPOT, WITH FULL AND INTERESTING LETTER :ﬁk _8
SCRIPTIONS, DEVOTED TO AN EXPLANATION OF THE
.MEN'I‘KONED 1IN THE SACRED TEXT. .
On examination this will be found a very pleasant and

profitable book especially for the perusal of Youye PEOPLE,

abrunding in the most valuably information, collected with
great care, from the bost and ‘latest sources. Il may, very
properly, be designated a_common place book of every thing

valuable, relating to ORIENTAL MaNNERs, Cusrtonms, &c¢., &c.

and comprises within itself @ complete library of religious

and uscful knowledge. A volume like the present, is far supe-
rior to the common Annuals—IT WILL NEVER BE OUT OF DATR.

3 It is.beantifully printed in ffew long primer type—haad-

somely bound in muslin, gilt, and lettered; and is, decidedly,

lThe best and cheapest publicatiou, (for the price,) ever issued

from the American Press. . . y
% A liberal discount made to_wholesale purchasers.

7 Persons in the country, wishing to act as agents may
obtain all the necessary information, by addressing their let-
ters to the subscriber, No. 122 Nassau street, New York city. -

ROBERT SEARS PuBLISHER. B

*,* Clergymen, Superintendents and Teachers of Sabbath
Schools, ILF AGENTS OF RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS, AND PER1ODI-
caLS,.£T Postmasters. and Bookszllers, throughout the coun-

try, are respectfilly requested to act as our Agents. 5 No
letter will be taken from the office unless post paid.
BALTIMORE MARKETS,
- FLOUR, © Wheat, por barrel, $4 02
Rye, 0. 275
CORN MEAL, do. 300
GRAIN, Wheat, ‘per bushel, ~ - 95
Rye, do. 50
Corn, do. 47
‘ Qats, do. 33
BACON, per cwt. g€a 12 60
PLASTER, per ton, 4 37
FLAXSEED, - per bushel, 110
CLOVER SLED, do.

51

T ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

.. LETTERS RECEIVED. -
Rev. C. P. Wack (4 subs.) Rev.Jacob Sechler;
George H. Martin; Rev. J. Cares; Samuel Ziegler
(8 subs.) B. Jamison; David Jenkin Rev. E. Heiner
(1 sub.) Wattson Carr; George Weber ;. Rev. John
Cares; Rev. 8. Gutelius; P. Fice; A. Redsecker—
Mr.-S. R. is correct, he owed a balance before of 50cts
—which leaves only 30°cts. in his favor. Rev.Dr..
Nevin; Rev. Isaac Gerhart; Prof. W. M. Nevin ; P.
A. Clark ; A. S. Creal; Rev.E. Kietfer—amounts to )
%4. Charles Hillegas—pays to' Vol. 7 No. 26, David
Schall—pays up to No. 313. Rev. B. C. Wolil—next
week—nothing in the box. H. L. McGaw—too late

question at issuc it the late election before the peo- | for this week ; T. P. Boggs; Rev. J. Heller—soon

ole. .
: Mr. MORGAN of N. Y. raised an issuc with the
member from Obio. and declared that it was theissne,
and:the cffect had been scen in Hamilton county, Olio,
in the defeat of the member himselfl . .
Mr. DUNCAN replied and in no very gond temper;
when to cheek any further fecling an adjournnient
was ordered for the day. i
. i Dec 17.
U.R.SENATE. '
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGF.

Mr. WRIGHT rose, after the eapiration of the
morning business, in de'ence of the President’s Mes-
sage, and in reply to Mr. Webster. Mr. Wright said
that he should endeavor to reply to the Senator in the
same spirit of courtesey which that Scoator had uscd:

In the lower House, Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, asked
Jeave {o bring in a biil intended to abolish the office of
Chaplain to Congress—rcjected 140 to 21 A resolu-
tion referring to the same subject was offered and re-
jected with a feeling as strong*in opposition.

Various other reselntions were oftered, but none
adopted of a contested tharacter: [
. Dec. 18.

No bu-iness of importance was transacted to-day. |

The splendid new Chandelier in the Hall of the
House fell down this morning, Lefore the ses<ion com-
menced—which was very fortunate for the li‘e and
Jimbs of some who would doubtless have suffered by
the falling of 7.500 Ibs. of brass, 15 fuet high.

HYMENIAL., |

Married, On Thursday last, by the Rev. B. 8. Schaeck,
Mr. Adam Essig, to Miss Mary McCleary, both of Qainty
township, Franklin county, Pa. .

In Baltimore. on the 11th inst. by the Rev. E. Heiner.
Mr. Andrew Wigart, to Miss Mary Ritlmond. !

——On We Inesday evening last, by the Revs Mr. Glessner,
Mr. Henry Grall, to Miss Rebecsa Ann Thornton, of Chester
county. )

: On Thurstay last by the sawe, Mr.-FHenry Steaffer, of
Mountjoy. to Miss Nancy Meyers. of Donegal |

—— Same day by th? same,”
Susan AMet:ly, of Strasharg. L .

Same cay, By th» samé, Mr. George Hess, of Xast Done: |

gal township, to Miss Barbara IToffer, of Pauphin-couity. ¢
]

- |

DEATHS:

== 5

Dicdg In Strasharg, on the 25th ult., Mrs. Margaret Boggs,
wife of §r. Waou Boggs, in the g4th year of her ags. :
—— In the vicinity of Shippensburg, on the 30tk alt., Mr.
Conrad Plasterer, in the t7th vear of his age. | .

—= At Lockport N.Y. on the 2:th uit. Rev. Adam M.
fiechner, in the 33th yeer of hisage. He was born in Upper
Milford, Lehigh co. Pa.  Iie was liceusud to preach the gospel
in thiz Germian Reformed chureli, aud soon after invited to
take charge of a congregation in Hetkimer, wére he continu-
ed to lahor about a year and 2 half with consiierable success.
From Herkimer he was invited to Men.don, Montigomery co.
whiere h6 continudd one year. iz next was located for near-
Iy a year in Ephratali. Soon after thishe wasor dimed asad
evangelist by the Central A3sociation of N. Y. and was em-
ployed in Jeff:rson, co. anloth-r places ia that region. Ilis
tabors in this charavter were signally bless:d to the salvation
of many squls. But owing to excessive labors, and freqnent
exposures, kis health becaine impaired, and st ring from an

1 Isaac Koons (Elizab.) 2; Adam Wise, Jr.

M¥. Henry Spielman, to Misy |-

| (2 subs.) M. Rounsaville ($5.)

MONIES RECEIVED.
Weekly Messengere | .

C. Hillegas 2; John Schall - (P. Clinton) 55 W.
Hubley (Shipp.) 3; R. Drewitt (Newv.) 2.50,—
(p- ¢ 3. 624.)—Wise, Leiter and Leppo (Ohiohti.

t.
Crawford, Va.) 2. By Rev.J. Carcs fromn Jacob ((}otta
walt (York) 2; By Samuel Ziegler from John W.
Small (York,) 2; Samuel Dick 2; A. Koontz (N.
C.) 2 , '

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
Received of E. McGarvey (Bellfonte; Centre co.,)

on subseription, per Rev. J. Mayer, $10 00
. Johxn mmith, Treasurer.

‘('«
“’w'

BENENICIARY EDUCATION
Received from the Female Education Society of .
the German Reformed Church of Chamberburg per

Mrs. 8. Denig, &25 00
From Mis. R. R. Schneck 5 00
Irom Miss Mary E. Heister, Lebanon, -5 60
Mrs, Kieder Miffiinburg;, : 500 .

Je Helffensteing Treasurer.

A plan for securing to the Parent Board of
Educationy a regular income of at least
$300 per ennum £or five yoarss

«We promise to pay to the Treasurer of the Parent
" Board of Kducation of the German Reformed Church,
for the use of its beneficiaries, the sum of $5 annually
for~ five years, provided 10.shall assume a sini-
lar obligation: the first payment to be mads as soon a3
the scheme shall be filled, and the rest at regular an-
nual intervals.”

i Mrs. 8. Gerhart, &5 00
Rev. Isaac Gerhart, . .5 00
Mrs. R. R. Sclineck; (paid:) 500 .

« B, Wolir, . 5 60-
«  C. A. Keefer; Alexandria, Hunt. co. 5 00

¢ GO
00
00
20
00
00
00
op
o
08

8. Y. Wolit, Martinsburg, Redf. co (paid)5
t Dewalt I'ouse, Woodceaci’{, Hunt. co.
« K. Leinbach, :
Rev. Wi Hendel D. D:
Miss Mary Willow;
Mr. Fred Fouse, Hunt. eo;

¢« Adam Fouse, ¢« &
Win. Feuse,
v Henry Ledy, Fairfield A
¢ . Jucob Weldy;

113 I ‘e

damns co. -
€t

I

Messrs. R. & D. - Waynesboro’. o6
Mr. - G. Pedrsdn “ e« 00
Mros. R K Shippensturg 00

Miss Sarah Hoyer, Harrisburg. (paid) 06

< Plisa Hoyer, « (paid). co
w Annette Goldman, « (paid) 00
Mrs. K.; Mifflingharg. (paid} 00

Martha J. Nevin, Mercersburg, (paid) 00

Migs Aliee Nevin, - (paid) 00
Master Wilberforce Nevin, 4 (paid) | 00
« RobertJ. Nevin, « (paid) 0o s

@ Charles G. Fisher, Chambersb. (paid) 15y}

ion of the throat, he was ohliged to relinguish the daties
of iz prefassion. In May last he temoved from Cayuga ¢o.
to this place, designing hereto dwell and elucate his chubitren.
Mr. Lechuer was truly a man of God. a worthy and valua-
ble citiz.n, and a kind hushand and father. Antalthongh
the writer's acquaiatance with him has been short, he hasens
tertained a high tegard for him a8 a man and a Christisn.—
His descent to the grave was sudden, and awing to the pecu-
liar nature of his disease, was ufiable to converss but httle;
what he ¢i1 say was highly saiigfactory, and iruly eonsolinz
to s friends. He manifested to tlie last” &n unshaken conft
dence i1 Christ, as the rock ni his salvation. When asked, !
are vou willing to die if it is God’s will to take you hence? |
He fepiied in his characteristie firmness, ‘ God knows that T |
am willing.® On inguiring 'if the doctrines of the gospel
which he had preached to others were now a snpport and con
solation to him; he replied in the afirmative; and sa far as
the state of his mind could be ascertained, his faith fuiled not,
but continned unshaken ani firm to the end. * Precicus in
the sight of the Lord is the dentliof his saints."— N\ T. Evan.

: Rev. John Cares,
i Miss Mary E. Heister, Lebanon,

G
00
09 -

¥rs: Elizabeth Rebaugh, Greencastle,
a 8. PR Wormelsdorf.( paid)
A Hanover, - '

A
5.

Rev. W. E. Cornwell, DPhiladelphia, (paid} 08
EV.G......, Mercersburg, . 0g

Mis. William Heysar.
«  Ann Cares, York,

<

00
o
06
13

L'1W{ZUCH&I!QQU:?JIC\(.HLWQ'Q\':}?D‘Q\Q&?JV:RU@lﬂﬁ@\iﬂ&')‘b’\c\m

¢ paid)

Another Seheme, similr to the above by
‘the payment of $10 anmually. .
Mrs. A. .« .- - - .

) 10,00
Mrs. B. . - - - - 10,00
My, C. Wayneshore’

10,00

(Nl
e
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~ THE WEEKLY MESSENGER OF THE

"PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

MESSAGE .. *

: 6ﬁ‘ THE PRESIBENT OF THE UNITED ST'TES TO THE TWO
Housks 0F CONGRESS. AT HE (0OMMEM( EMLNT OF THE .
Seconp BessioN oF 1 TWEN1Y--INTH CONGRESS,

Fellow citizens of the Senate,

and House of Representatives: - -
Our devout gratitude is due to the Supreme  Being
or having graciously continued to our beloved coun-
try, through the vicissities of another y ear, the inval-
nable blessings of health, plenty, and peate: - Seldom
has this favored land been so t
the ravages of disease, or the [abor of the husbandman
" more amply rewarded; aud never before have our re-
Tations with other couutries been plated on a more fa-

vorable basis than that which they s6 happily occup
- at this critical conjuncture in the affairs of t e world.
A rigid and persevering abstisience from. all interfe-

rence wijh the domestic #hd political relations of oth- |

~ er States, alike due to the genius and distinctive char-
acter of our Government and to the principles by which
it is directed.—a faithful observance, in the manage-
~ment of our foreign relations, of the practice of speak-
- ing plainly, dealing .justly, and requiring truth and
Justite in return, as the best conservatives of the peace
of nations—a strict impartiality in.ocr mani‘estations
of friendship,in the commercial privileges we concede,
and tl bse we require {from olhcrs.—lh.ese,. accompan-
_-ied by a digpssition as prompt to ‘maintain, in_every
-emergencty, otir own rights, as we’are from principle
averse to the invasion of those.of others, have given
to our country and Governmentastanding in the great
family of nitions, of which we have just cause to be
" proud,.and the advantages of which are experienced.
y our citizens throughout every portion of the earth
to which their enterprising and‘adventurous srmt imay
¢tarry them: Few, if any, remain insensible

which it can alone be preserved..” .

A series of -questions of long standing; - difficult .in"|

- {heir atljustment, and important in their consequences
in whith the rights of our citizens ard the honor of
bur éviintry were deeply involved, have, in the course
of d few years, (the most of them during the success-

. ful administratration of my immediate - predecessor,)-

had been brought to a ‘satisfactory conclusion ; and"

- the most important of those remaining are, I am hap-
y to believe, in a fair way of being speedily and sat-
isfactorily adjusted. PR S
With all the powers of. the world our relations are
- those of  honorable peace. Since your adjournment,
nothing seriois has occurred to interrupt or threaten
- this desirable” harmony. 1If clouds have lowered a-
bove other hemispheres, they have not cast their por-
tentous shadows upon our happy shores. Bound by:
ho entangling alliances, yet linked by a common na-
ture and interest with the other nations of .mankm,_d,
‘our aspirations ate for the preservation of peace, in
whose solid and civilizing triumphs all may participate
with a generous emulation.~ Yet it behoves us to be
prepared for any event, and to be always ready to
maintain those just and enlightened principles of na-
tional intercourse, for which this Government has ev-
er contended. In.the shock of contending empires,
it is'only by assuming a -resolute bearing, and cloth-
ing themselves with defensive armor, that neutral na-
tions can maintain their independent rights. : . -
The exciternent which grew out of the territorial
controversy between -the United States and Great
Britain, having, in a great measure, subsided, it is

hoped that a favorable period is approaching for its |

final settlement. Both Governments must now be
convinced of the dangers with which the question is
fraught ; and it must be their désire, as it is their- in-
- terest, that this perpetual cause of irritation should be
femoved as speedily as practicable. Inmy last annu-
. al message you -were informed. that. the proposition
Jor a commission of exploration and survey promised
by Great Britain had been received, and that a coun-
ter project, including also™ a provision for the certain
and final adjustment of the limits in dispute, was
hen befére the British Government for its adjudica-
tion. e .
The answer of that Government, accompanied by
additional propositions of ist own, was received thro’
its minister here, since your separation. These were

promptly considered—such as wer¢ deemed correct -

1n principle, and ‘consistent with a due regaid to the
Just rights of the United States and.of the State of
Maine, conc¢urred-in—and the reasons for dissenting
from the residue, with additional suggestion on our
art, communicated by the Secretary of State to Mr.
ox. That minister, not feeling himself sufficiently
dtistructed apon some of thepoints raised in the dis-
cussion, felt it to be his duty to refer the matter to.
his own Government for its further decision. Having
now been for some time under advisement, a speedy
answer may be confidently expected. . From the
‘character of the points still in difierence, and the tn-
floubted disposition-of -both parties to bring the mat-
ter td ah early conclusion, I look with entire confi-
* dence to a prompt and satisfactory termination of the
negotiation. Three comihissioners were appointed
shortly after the atlj6tirnment of Congress, under the
act of the last session, providing for the exploration
and survey of the line which separates the States of
Maine and New Hampshire from the British Provin-
ces; they have been-actively -employed until their
progress was 1interruptcd by the inclemency of the
- season, and will resume their labors as soon as prac-
ticable in‘ the ensuing . year.. It is understood that
their respective examinations will throw new light
upon the subject in controversy, and serve to remove
any erroneous impressions which may have been
made elsewhere predjudicial to the rights of the Uni-
ted States. 18, Wi
6f preventing the embarrassments which, in our pe-
culiur system of govetiiment, ifnpede and complicate
negotiations involving the territorial rights of a State,
that I thought 1t my duty..a$ you have beeq informed
6n a previous occasion, to propose to the British Gov-
ernment, through its minister at ,W-ashmgtogu that
early steps should be taken to adjiist the points of
difference on the line of- boundary frém the entrance
of Lake Superior to ‘the most northwestern point of
the Lake of the Woods, by the arbitration 6f a friend-
ly Power, in conformity with the ‘seventh aftitle of
the treaty of Ghent. No answer has yet beett retiirn-
ed t6 this proposition by the British Goverriteiit:

With Austria, France, Prussia, Russia, and the re-
maining Powers of Europe, I am happy to inférm
you our relations continue to be of the most friendly
character. With Belgium, a treaty of commerce and
navigation, based upon liberal principles of recipro-
city and equality, and concluded in .March last, and
having been ratified by the Belgian Government will
be duly laid before the Senate. It isa subject of
‘congratulation that it provides for the satisfactory.ad-
Jjustment of a long standing question of controversy ;
thus removing thie only obsfacle which couldobstruct
the friendly and mutually advantageous intercourse
betwen the two nations. - .

A messenger has been dispatched with the. Hano-
verian treaty to Berlin, where, according to stipula-
tion, the ratifications are to be exchanged.”. I am hap-

to- announce to. you that, after many delays and
difficulties, a'treaty of commerce and navigation be-
tween the United States and Portugal, was concluded
and signed at Lisbon, on the 26th of August last, by
the plenipotentiaries of the two Governments. Ifs
stipuxl’ations are founded upon those principles of mu-
tual liberality. and advantage which the United States
have alway’s sought to make the basis of their inter-
.course with foreign Powers, and it is hoped they will
tend to foster and strengthen the commercial inter-
tourse of the two countries. i
" Under the appropriation of the last session of Con-
gress, an agent has been sent. to Germany, for the
‘{surpose of promoting the inferests of our tobaceo

rade. : - .

The commissioners appointed under the conven-
tion for the adjustment of claims of citizens of the
United States upon Mexico having met and organized
at Washington, in"August last, the papers in the pos-

‘session of the Government, relating to those claims,

were communicated to the board.” The claims not
embraced by that -convention are now the subject of
Hegotialion ~ between the two Governments, through

" the ifiedium of ouf minister at Mexico.
Nothing has occurred to disturb the harmony of our
telations with the different Governments of South A-

merica. I regret; however, to be obliged to inform -

you that the-claims of our citizens upon the late Re-

public of Colombia have not yet been satisfied by the.

separate Governments into which it has been re-
solved. o :

The charge d’afiairs of Brazil having expressed the’
intention of his Government not to prolong the treaty.

-of 1828, it will cease to be obligatory- upon either
party on the 12th day of December, 1841, when the

“extensive commercial intercoure between the United
States and that vast empire will no longer be regula-
ted by express stipulations. . .

It affords me pleasure to communicate to_you that
the Government of Chili has entered into an agree-
ment to indemnify the claimants in the case of the
Macedonian, for American property siezed in 1819

and to add, that information has also been received
‘which justifies the hope of-an early adjustment of the
remaining claims upon that Government.

The commissioners appointed in pursuance of the

" gonvention between the United States and Texas, for
-anarking the boundary between them: have, accord-
‘ing to the last report received from our commission-

ers, surveyed and establishished the whole extent of

- the boundary north along the western bank of the

Sabine river, from its entrance into the Gulf of Mcx-
ico to the thirty-second degree of north latitude. The
commissinh adjourned on the 16th of Juue last, to re-
assemble on the 3st of November, for the purpose of
establishing accurately the intersection of the thirty-

- second degree of longitude with the western bank of
the Sabine; and the meridian line thence to Red river.

1t is presumed that the work will be concluded in the
present season.

. Thé present sound condition of their finances, and
the success with'which embarvassinents in regard to
them, at times apparently unsurmountable, have been

?reneral]y eXempted from- |

. from the

I - to the |
- Value of our friendship, or ignorant of the terms on .

It was, among other reasons, with a view |

.accommodation of the public,

overcome, are matters tpon which - the people and’

Government of the United States may well congratu-
late tLewselves. An- overtiowing treasury, however

it may be regarded as an evidence of public prosperi-.

1y, is seldom conducive to the permaenent wellare of
any people; and experience has demonstrated its in-
compatibility ‘with ine salutary action of political in-
stitutions like these of the United States. Gursatestie-
lianee foi financ.al effic.ency & independence hason the
eontrary, been “iound 1o consist 1n amp.e resources
unencumbered with.debt; and, in this respect the
Federal Governwent occuples a singularly fortunate
and truly enviable positiou. e
When [ entered upon the discharge of my official
duties in March, 1857, the act for the distribqtion ot
the surplus reveniie was m a course of rapid execu-
tion, “INearly twenty-eight millions of doliars of the
public moneys were, 1n pursuance of provisions, de-
posited with the States in the wonths ot January, A-
pril, and July, ot that year. In May there occurred
a general suspension ot specie payments by the banks,
including, with very tew excepuons, those in which
the pubiic moneys were-deposited, and upon-whose

“fidelity the Government had unfortunately wade itselt

dependent for the revenues which had been collected
people, and were indispensable to the pub-

lic service. .~ . o - L o

- T'he suspension, and the excesses in banking and

commeice out of which it arose,-and which were

greatly "aggravated by its occurrence, made, toa

great_extenl, unavailuble the principal part o1 the

-public money then on hand ; suspenaed the collection

of many 1himons accruing on werchant’s bonds ; and
greatly reduccd the reveriue ansing from custoi.s and
the public lands.. These euects have continued o
operate, in_various degrees, to the present period;
and, in addition - to the decrease in the revenue thus
produced, two and a half millions of duties have been

‘relinquished by tw o biennial reductions under the act

of 1832, and probably as much wmore upon the impor-
tation ot iron for rauroads, by special legislation.
Whilst such has been our condition for the last four
years in relation to .revenue, we- have, during the.
same period, been subjected to an unavoidable con-
tinuance of large extraordinary expenses necessarily
growing out ot past transactions, and which could not
be immediately arrested withoulgreat prejudice to
the public interest. * Uf .these, the charge -upon the
Treasury, in. consequence of the Cherokee treaty a-

-lone, -without adverung to others arising out of Indian

treaties, has already exceeded five millions of dollars;
that for the prosecution of measures for the removal
of the Sewinole Indians, which were found in pro-
gress, has'been nearly fourteen millions ; and the.pub-
Lic buildings have required the unusual suin of nearly
three millions. ~ : ’ .

It atlords me, however, great pleasure to be able to
say, that, from the commencement of this period to
the present day, every demand upon the Government,
at home or-abroatt; has been promptly met. This has
been done, not onty without creating a permanent
debt, or aresort to additional taxation in any form,

-but in the midst of a steadily progressive reduction ot

existing burdens upon the people, leaving still a con-

-siderabie ballance ot available funds wuich will re-

main in.the Treasury at the end-of the year. The
small amount of Treasury notes, not exceeding four
and a half millions of doilars, still outstanding, and
less by twenty thiee 1illions than the United dtates
have in deposite with the States, is composed of such
only as are not yet due, or have not been presented
for payment. "'l hey may-be redeemed out of the ac-
crung revenue, if the expenditures do not exceed the

amount within which' they may, it is thought, be”

kept without prejudice-to the public interest, end the
revenue shall prove to be as large as may juitly be

 anticipated.

- Among the reflections arising fiom the contemplation
of these circyumstances, one, not the least gratifying,
is the-conciousness that the Government had tue res-
olution and the ability to adhere, in every emergency,
to the sacred obligations of Jaw ; to execute all its
contracts according to the requirements of the consti-
tution ; and thus to present. when icost needed, a
rallying-point by which the business of the whole
country might be brought back to a safe and nnvary-
ing standard—a result vitally important as well to tne
interests as {o'the morals of the people.

There can surely now be no ditferenc of opinion in
regard te theincalculable evils that would have arisen
if the Government, at that critical moment,"had suf-
fered itself to be "deterred from -upholding the only
true standard of’ value, either by the pressure of ad-

‘verse circumstances. or the viclence of unmerited de-

nunciation. - The manner in which the people sus-
tained the performance of this duty was highly hon-
orable to their fortitude and patriotism. It cannot
fail to stimulafe their agents to adhere, under ail eir-
cumstances, to he line of duty: and to satisfy them
of the safety with which a_ course really right, and
demarided by a financial crisis, may, in a community
like ours; be pursued, however apparently severe ifs
immediate operation. - - . . : o
The policy of the Federal Governmest, -in extin-
guishing as rapidly as possible the nationaldebt, and
subsequently, in resisting every temptation to create
a new one, deserves to be regarded in the same favor-.
able light. - Among the. many objections to a nation-
al debt, the certain tendency of public securities to
concentrate ultimately in the cofters of foreign stock-
holders, is one which is every day gathering strength.
Already have the resources.of many of the States,
and the future industrf\lr of their citizens, been indefi-
nitely mortgaged to- the subjects of European Gov-
ernments, to the amount of twelve millions annually,
to pay the constantly accruing interest on borrowed
money-a sum exceeding half the ordinary revenues of
the whole United States. The pretext which this re-
lation affords to foreigners to scrutinize the manage-
ment of our' domestic affairs, if not actually to inter-

- meddle with them, presents a subject of earnest atten-

tion, not to say of serious alarm. -

Fortunately, the Federal Government,, with the
exception of an obligation entered into in behalf of
the District of Columbia, which must soon be dis-
charged, is wholly exempt from any such embarrass-
ment. It is also, as is believed, the only Government
which, having fully and faithfully paid all its creditors,
has also relieved itself entirely from debt. To main-
tain a distinction so desirable, and so honorable to
our national character, should be an object of earnest
bolicitude. Never shoulda free people, if it be pos-
sible to avoid it, expose themselves to ‘the necessity
of %having to treat of the peace, the honor, or the
safety of the Republic, with the Governments of for-
eign creditors, who, however well disposed they may
be to cultivate with us in general friendly relations,
dte nevertheless by the. law of their own condition,
made hostile to the success or permanency, of politi-
cal Institutions like ours.  Most htimiliating may be
the embarrassments consequent upon such a condi-
tion. ~ Another objection, scarcely less formidable, to
the commencement of a new debt, i3 its inevitable
tendency to increase in maﬁnitude, and to foster na-
tional extravagance. He has been-an unprofitable
observer of events, who needs at this day to be ad-
monished of the difficulties which a Government,
habitually dependent 6n loatis to sustain its ordinary
expenditures, hd§ to encounter in resisting the influ-
ences constantly eXerted in favor of additional loans ;
by capitalists, who enrich themselves by Government
securities for amounts much exceeding the money
they actually advance—a prolific source &f individual

aggrandizement in all b(“)rrowing countries ; by stock-

holders, who seek their gains in the rise and fall of
public stocks ; and by the selfish importunities of ap-
plicants for appropriations for workg avowedly for the
but the real objects of
which are, too frequently, the advancement of private
interests.

The known necessity which so many of the States

. will be under to impose taxes for the payment of the

interest on their debts, furnishes an additional and ve-
ry cogent reason why the Federal Government
shouldrefrain from creating a national debt, by whith
the people would be exposed to double taxation- for a
similar object.” We possess within ourselves ample
resources for every emergency ; and we may be quite
sure that our citizens, in no future exigency, will be
unwilling ' to supply the Government with all the
means asked for the defence of the coun In time
of peace there can, at all events, be no Justification
for the creation of a permanent debt by the Federal
Government. Its limited range of constitutional du-
ties may certainly under such circumstances, be per-
forméd without such aresort. It has, it is seen, been
avoided during four years of greater fiscal difficulties
than have existed in a similar period since the adop-
tion of the constitution, and one also remarkable for
theé occurrence of extraordinary causes of expendi-
tures, . - ’ .

But, to accomplish so desirable an object, two
things are indespensable : first, that the action of the
Federal- Government be kept within the boundaries
prescribed by its founders ; and, secondly, that all ap-
propriations admitted to be constitutional, and the
expenditure of them also, be subjected to a standard
of rigid biit well considered and practical economy.
‘The fitst. depends thiefly on the people themselves,
the opinions they form of the true construction, of the
constitution, and the confidence they repose in the
political sentimenty of those they select as their rep-
resentatives in the Federal Legislature ; the zecond
rests upon the fidelity with which their more imme-
diate representatives and other public iunctionaries,
discharge the trust, committed to them.

The duty of economising the expenses of the pub-
lic service'is admitted on all hands; yet there are
tews subjects upon which there exists a wider differ-
ence of opinion than is constantly manifested in re-
gard to the fidelity with which that duty is discharg-
ed. Neither diversity of sentiment, nor even mutual
recriminations, upon a point in respect to which the
public mind is so justly sensitive, can well be entirely
avoided; and least so at periods of great political ex-
citement. An intelligent people, however, seldom
fail to arrive, iy the end, at correct conclusions in sueh
a matter. Practical economy in the management of’
public affairs can -have no adverse influence to con-
tend with more powerful than a large surplus reve-
nue ; and the unusually large appropriations for 1837

-that the necessity

may, without. douﬂt, independently of _ttie ;ei(tkraordi-.

nary requisitions ior the public service growing out
of he state of our Indian relations, be, in no inconsid-
erable- degree, traced to this source. The sudden
and rapid distribution of the large surplus then in the
‘I'reasury and the equally sudden and unprecedented-
ly severe revulsion in the commerce and business of

.the country, pointing with unerring “certainty to a
great- and protracted ' reduction of

the revenue,
strengthened the propriety of the earliestfpracticable
reduction of the public expenditures. - -

But, to change a system operating upon so large a

.surlace, and applicable to such numerous and diversi-

fied interests and objects, was more than the work of
aday. The attention of every department of the Goy-

- ernment was immediately, and in good faith, directed
to that end ; and has been so continued to the present -

moment. Che estimates and appropriations for the
year 1838 (the first over which I had any control)
were somewhat diminishéd.

.The expenditures of 1889 were reduced six millions
of dollars, *Those of 1840, exclusive of disbursements
for dublic debt and frust claims, will probably not ex-
ceed twenty-two and a half millions, being betwéen
two and three millions less than those of the preceed-
ing year, and hine or ten millions less than than those
ot 1837. Nor has it been foind necessary, in order
to produce this result, to resort to the power confer-
red by Congress, of postponing certain classes of the
public works, except by deferring expenditures for a
short period upon’ a limited portion of them 5 and
which postponewent terminated some time since, at
the moment the Treasury Deportment by further re-
ceipt from the indebted banks, became fully assured
of 1ts ability to meet them without predjudices to the
public service in other respects. - Causes are in oper-
ation which will, it is believed, justify a still further
reduction, withput injury to any important -national
interest. The expenses of sustaining_the troops em-
ployed in Florida have been gradually and greatly re-
duced, through the derserving‘eﬂbrts of .the War De-
partment, and a reasonable hope may be entertained
for military operafions in'that quar-
ter will soon cease. The removal of the Indians from
within our settled borders is nearly completed. The
pension list one of the heaviest charges upon the Trea-
sury, is rapidly diminishing by death. The most costly
of our-public_buildings are
s0, and we may, I think,  safely promise ourselves a
continued éxemption from border difficulties. .

The available balance in_the Treasury on the 1st
of January next is estimated at one million and a half
of doflars.” This sum, with the expected "receipts
from all sources during the next ‘year, will, it is be-
lieved, be sufficient to enable the Government to meet
every engagement, and leave a suitable balance in the
Treasury at the end of the year, if the remedial mea-
sures connected with the castoms and the public lands,
heretofore Tecommended, shall be adopted, and. the
new appropriations by Congress shall not carry the
expenditures beyond the official estimates.

“The new system "established by Congress for the
safekeeping’ of the public money, prescribing the
kind of currency to be received for the public reve-
nue, and providing additional guards and securities
against losses, has now been several months in‘opera-
tion.” Although it might be premature, upon an ex-
perience of such limifed duration, to form a definite
opinion in regard tothe extent of its influences in
correcting many evils which the Federal Government
-and the country, have hitherto suffered—especially
those that have grown out of banking éxpansions, a
depreciated currency, and official defalcations ; yet it

‘Is but right to say that nothing has occurred in the

practical operation of the system to weaken in the
siightest degree, but much fo strengthen, the confi-
dent anticipations of its friends. - The grounds of
these have been heretofore so fuily explained _as t-
require no recapitulation.” In respect to the facility
and convenience it affords in conducting the public
service, and the ability of the Government to dis-
charge " through its agency every duty -attendant on
the collection; transfer, and disbursement of the pub-
woney with promptitude and success, I can say, with
confidence, that the apprehensions of. those who felt
it to be their duty to oppose its adoption have proved
to be unfounded. Or the contrary, this branch of the
fiscal afiairs of the Government “has been, and it is
believed may always be, thus carried on with every
desirable facility and security. A few changes and
improvements in the details of the system, “without
affecting any principles involved in it, will be submit-
ted to you by the Secretary of the Treasury, and will,
I am sure, receive at your hands that attention to
\\‘l’]li((:ih they may, on examination, be found to be en-
titled. - :

I have deemed this brief summary of our fiscal
atfairs necessary to the due performance of a duty
specially enjoined upon me by the constitution. It
will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the principles
by which I have been guided in reference to two con-
tested points in our public policy, which were earliest
in their development, and have been more important
in their consequences, than any that have arisen un-
der our complicated and difficult, yet admirable, sys-
tem of government: I allude to a national debt, and
a national bank. It wasin these that the -political
contests by which the country has been agitated ever
since the adoption of the constitution, in a great mea-
sure, originated ; and there is too much reason to ap-
prehend that the conflicting interests and opposing
principles thus marshalled, will continue as hereto-
fore, to produce similar, if not aggravated conse-
quiences. o

Coming into office the declared enemy of both, I
have early endeavored to prevent a resort to either.

The consideration that a large public debt affords
an apology, and produces, in some degree, a necessity
also, for resorting to a system and extent of taxation
which is not only oppressive throughout, but likewise
so apt to lead, in the end, to the commission of that
most odious of all offences, against the principles of
republican government—the prostitution of political
power, conferred for the general benefit, to the aggran-
dizement of particular classes, and the -gratification
of individual cupidity—is alone sufficient, indepen-
dently of the weighty objections which have already
been urged, to render its creation and existence the
sources of bitter and unappeasable discord.

If we add to this, ‘its inevitable tendency to pro-
duce and foster extravagant expenditures of the pub-
lic money, by which a necessity is created for new
loans and new burdens on the people ; and, finally, if
we refer to the examples of every Government wKich
has existed, for proofll)low seldom it is that the system;
when once adopted and implanted in the policy of a
country, has failed to expand itself, until public eredit
was exhausted, and the people were no longer able to
endure its increasing weight, it seems impossible. to
resist the conclusion, that no benefits resulting from
its career, no extent of conquest, no accession of
wealth to particular classes, nor any, nor all its com-
bined advantages, can counterbalance its ultimate but
certain results—a splendid Government, and an im-
poverished people. ’

If"a national bank was, asis undeniable, repudiated
by the framers of the constitution as incompatible
with the rights of the States and the liberties of the
geo le; if, from the beginning, it has been regarded

y large portions of our citizens as coming in direct
collision with that great and vital amendment of the
constitution, which declares that all powers not coa-
ferred by that instrument on the General Government
are'reserved to the States and to the people ; 1f it has
been viewed by them as the first great step in the
march of latitudinous. construction, which, uncheck-
ed, would render that sacred instrument. of as little
value as an’unwritten constitution, dependent, as it
would alone be, for its meaning, on the interested in-
terpretration of a dominant party, and affording no
security to the tights of the minority ;—if such is
undeniably the case, what rational grounds could have
been conceived foi anticipating aught but defermined
opposition to such an institution at the present day?

Could a different result have been expected, when
the consequences which have flowed from its creation,
and particularly from its struggles to perpetuate its
existence, had confirmed, in so striking a manner, the
apprehensions of its earliest opponents ; when it had
been so cleirly demonstrated that a concentrated
money-power, wielding so vast a capital, and combin-
ing such incalculable means of influence, may, in
those peculiar conjunctures to which this government
is unavoidably exposed, prove an overmatch for the
polical power of the people themselves. when the
true character of its capacity to regulate, according
to its will and its interests, and the interests of its
favorities, the value and production of the labor and

roperty of every man in this extended country, had

een so fully and fearfully developed; when it was"

notorious that all classes of this great community had,
by means of the power and influence it thus possesses,
been infected to madness with a spirit of heedless
speculation; when it had been seen that, secure in
the support of the combination of influences by which
it was surrounded, it could violate its charter, and
set the laws at defiance with impunity ; and when,
too, it had become most apparent that to belicve that
such an accumulation of powers can ever be granted
without the certainty of being abused, was to indulge
in a fatal delusion ?

To avoid the necessity of a permanent debt, and
its inevitable consequences, I have advocated, and
endeavored to’carry into effect, the policy of confin-'
ing the appropriations for the public service to such
objects only as are clearly within ‘the constitutional
authority of the General Government ;- of excluding
from its expenses those improvident and unauthoriz-
ed grants of public money for works of internal im-
provement, which were so wisely arrested by the con-
stitutional interposition of my predecéssor, and which,
if they had not been so checked, would long before
this time have involved the finances of the General
Government in embarrassments far greater than those
which are now experienced by any of the States:; of
limiting all our expenditures fo that simple, unosten-
tatious, and economical administration of -public
aflairs, which is alone consistent with the character
of our institutions; of collecting annually from ihe
customs, and the sales of public lands, a revenue fully
adequate to defray all the expenses thus incurred, but,
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under no pretence whatsoever, to impose taxes upon
the” people to a greater amount than was actually
necessary to the public service,~ conducted upon the
principles I have stated. - . - -
In heuof anational bank, or a dependence on banks
of any description, for the management of our fiscal
affairs, I.recommended the adoption of the -system
which is now in successful operation. That system

- affords . every requisite facility for the transaction of

the pecuniary concerns of the Government, and will,
it is confidently-anticipated, produce in other respects
many of the benefits which “have been from time to
time expected from the creation of a national banke
but which have never been realized ; avoid the mani-
fold evils inseparable from such an institution ; dimin-
ish, to a greater extent than could be accomphished
by any other measure of reform, the patronage of the
Federal Government—a wise policy in all Govern-
-ments, but more especially soin one like ours, which
.works well only in proportion as itis made to rely for
its support upon the unbiassed and unadulterated opin-
lons of its constituents ; do away forever, all depen-
dence ‘upon corporate bodies, either in the raisihg,

| collécting, safekeeping, or disbursing the public reve-

nues ; and place the Government equally above the

“temptation of fostering a dangerous and “unconstitu-

tional institution at home, or the necessity of adapting
its policy to the views and interests of a still more'
‘formidable money power abroad. . :

It is by adopting and carrying out these principles,
under circumstances the most arduous and discourag-
ing, that the attempt has been made, thus far suc
cessfully, to demonstrate to the people of the United

- States that a national bank at all times, and a national

debt, except it be incurred at a period when the honor
and safety of the nation démand the temporary sacri-
fice of a policy, which- should only be abandoned in
such exigencies,

are not merely unnecessary, but in

- direct and deadly hostility to the principles of their

Goverument, and to their own permanent welfare.
‘The progress.made in "the developement of these
« in the preceding sketch of the past
history and present state of the financial concerns of
the Federal Government. The facts there stated
fully authorize the assertion, that all the purposes for
which this Government was instituted have been ac-
complished during four years of greater pecuniary em-
barrassment- than were ever before experienced in

time of peace, and in the face of oposition as formida-

-ble as any that was- ever before arrayed against the

policy of an administration ; that this has been done
when the ordinary revenues of the Government were
generally decreasing, as well from the operation of
the laws, as the condition of the country ; without
the creation of a permanernt public debt, or ineurring
any liability, other than such as'the ordinary resour-
ces of Government will speedily discharge, and with-
out the aid of a'national bank.”. = . ° . |

If this view of the proceedings of the Government
for the period it embraces, be warranted by the facts
as they now exist—if the army and navy have been
sustained to tke full extent authorized by. law, and
which Congress deemed sufficient for the " defence of
the country. and the protection of its rights and its
honor—if its civil and diplomatic service has- been
equally sustained—if ample provision has been made
for the administration of justice and the execution of
the laws—if the claims upon-public gratitude in be-
halfof the soldiers of the Revolution have been prompt-
ly met and faithfully discharged—if there have been
no-failures in defraying the very large expenditures
growing out of that long continued and salutary poli-
¢y of peacefully removing the Indiansto regions of
comparative safety and prosperity ; if the public faith
has at all times, and every where, been most serupu-
lovzly maintained by a prompt discharge of the nume-
rous, extended, and diversified claims on the Trea-
mury ;—if all these great and permanent objects, with
many others that might be stated, have for a series of
years, marked by peculiar obstables and difficulties,
been successfully accomplished without a resort to a
permanent debt, or the aid of a national bank; have
we not a right to expect that a policy, the object of
‘which has been to sustain the public service indepen-
dently of either of these fruitful sources of discord,
will receive the final sanction of a people whose un-
biassed and fairly elicited jugment upon public atfairs
is never ultimately wrong? :

‘That embarrassments in the pecuniary concerns of
individuals, of unexampled extent and duration, have
recently existed in this asin other commercial nations
is undoubtedly true. Tosuppose it necessary now to
trace these reverses to their sources, would “be a re-
flection on the intelligence of my fellow-citizens.—
Whatever may have been'the obscurity in which this
subject was involved during the earlier stages of the
revulsion, there cannot now be many by whom the
whole question is not fully understéod:

Not deeming it within the eonstitutional powers of
the General Government to repaif private losses sus-
tained by reverses in business having no connexion
with the public service, either by direct appropria-
‘tions from the Treasury, or by special legislation de-
signed to secure exclusive privileges and immunities
to individuals or classes in preference to, and at the
expense of, the great majority necessarily debarred
from any participation in them, no-attempt to do so
has been either made, recommeride » Or encouraged,
by the present Executive. o

It is believed, however, that the great purposes for
the attainment of which the Federal Government was
instituted have not been lost sight of.—Intrusted only
with certain limited powers, cautiously enumerated,

| distinetly specified, and defined with a precision and

-clearness which would seem to defy miseonstruction,
it has been my constant aim to confine myself within
the limits so clearly -marked out, and so carefully
guarded. .

Having always been of opinion that the best pre-
servation of the union of the States 13 to be found in
atotal abstinence from the exercise of all doubtful
powers on the part of the Federal Government, rath-
er than in attempts to assume them by a loose con-
struction of the constitution, or an ingenious perver-
sion of its words, I have endeavored to avoid recom-
mending any measure which I had reason to appre-
hend would in the opinion of a considerable minority
of my fellow citizens, be regarded as trenching on the
rights of the States, or the provisions of the hallowed
instrument of our Union.  Viewing the aggregate
powers of the Federal Governmentas a vo§untary
concession of the States, it seemed to me that such
only should be exercised as were at the time intend-
ed to be given.

I have been strengthened, too, in the propriety of
this course, by the conviction that all efforts to 20 be-
yond this, tend only to produce dissatisfaction and
distrust, to excite jealousis, to provoke 1esistance.
Instead of adding strength to the Federal Govern.
ment, even when successfull, they must ever prove a,
source of incurable weakness, by alienating a portion
of those whose adhesion is indispensable to that aggre-
gate of united strength, and whose voluntary attach-
ment is, in my estimation, far more essential to the
efficiency of a government strong in the best of all
possible strength—the confidence and attachment of
all those who make up its constituent elements.

Thus believing, it'has been my purpose to szcure
to the whole people, and to every member of the con-
federacy, by general, salutary, and equal laws alone,
the benefit of those republican institutions which it
was the end and aim of the constitution to establish,
and the impartial influence of which is, in my Jjudg-
ment, indispensable to their preservation. I cannot
bring myself to believe that the lasting happiness of
the people, the prosperity of the States, or the per-
manency of their Union, can be maintained by giving
preference or priority to any class of citizens in the
distribution of benefits or privileges, or by the adop-
tion ot méasures, which enrich one portion of the
Union at the expense of another ; nor can I see in the
interference of the Federal Government with the local
legislation and reserved rights of the States a remedy
for present, or a security against future, dangers.

The first, and assuredly not the least, important
step towards relieving the country from the condition
into which it had been plunged by excesses in trade,
banking, and credits of all” kinds, was to place the
business transactions of the Government itself on a
solid basis; giving and receiving in all cases value
for value, and neither countenancing nor encourag-
ing-in’others that delusive system of “credits from
‘which it has been found so Jliﬂicult to escape, and
which has left nothing behind it but the wrecks that
mark its fatal career. . . .

That the financial affairs of the Government are
now, and have been during the whole period of these
widespreading difficulties, conducted with a strictand
invariable regard to this great fandamental principle,
and that by the assumption and maintenance of the
stand thus taken on the very threshold of the ap-
proaching crisis, more than by any other causes what-
ever, the community at large has been shielded from
the incalculable evils of a general and indefinite sus-
pension ofspecie payments, and a consequent annihi-

lation, for the whole period it might have lasted, of a
f'ust and invariable standard of valile; will, it is be-
ieved, at this period, scarcely be questioned.’

A steady adherence on the part of the Government,
to the policy which has produced such salutary re-
sults, aided by judi¢ious State legislation, and, “what
is not less important, by the industry, enterprise, per-
severance, and economy of the American people, can-
not fail to raise the whole country, at an early period,
to a state of solid and enduring prosperity, not sub-
Jectto be again overthrown by the suspension of
banks or the explosion of a bloafed credit system. It
is for the people, and their representatives, to decide
whether or not the permanent welfare of the country
(which all good citizens equally desire, however

“widely they may differ as to the means of its accom-
plishinent) shall be in this way secured ; or whether
the management of the pecuniary concerns of the Go-
vernment, and, by consequence, to a great extent,
those of individuals also, shall be carried back to a
condition of things which fostered those contractions
and expansions of the currency, and those reckless
abuses of credit, from the baleful effects of which the

- country has so deeply suffered—a return that can

promise, in the end, no better results than to- re-pro-

duce the embarrassments the Government has expe-

€

"ruthless banditti.

. citizens in the

rienced ; and to remové from the shoulders of the pre-
sent, to those of fresh victims, the bitter fruits of that
spirit of speculative enterprize.to which our country-

| men are so liable, and upon which the lessons of ex-

perience are so unavailing.” The choice is an impor-
tar'x(t1 one, and I sincerely” hope that it ‘may be wisely-
made. : .

. A report from the Secretary of War, - presenting a
detaileg view of the affairs of that department, accom-
panies this communication. . ) ’

The desultory duties connected with the removal
of the Indians, in which the army has been constant-
ly engaged on the northern and western frontiers, and
in Florida, have rendered it impracticable to carry
into full effect the plan recommended by the Secreta-
ry for improving 'its discipline. In every. instance
where the regiments have been concentrated, ‘they
have made great progress ; and the best results may
be anticipated from a’ continuance of this system.-
During the last season, a part of the troops have been
employed in removing Indians from the interior to the
territory assigned them in " the west—a duty which
they have performed-efficiently, and with praisewor-
thy humanity ; and that -portion of them which has
been stationed in Florida continued active opeyations

there throughout the heats of summer. . - B

The policy of the United States in regard to the
Indians, of which a succint accountis given in my
message of 1338, and of the wisdom andexpediency

of which I am fully satisfied, has been continued in |

active operation throughout the whole period of my
administration.  Since the spring of 1837, more. than
forty thousand Indians have been removed.- to- their
new homes west of the Mississippi ; and Iam happy
to add, that all accounts concur i representing the
result of this measure as eminently beneficial to that
people. . Lo

The enjigration of the Seminoles alone has been at-
tended with serious difficulty, and occasioned blood-
shed—hostilities having been commenced by the In-
dians in Florida, under the apprehension that they
would be compelled, by force, to comply with their
treaty stipulations. The execution of the treaty of
Payne’s landing, signed in 1832, but not ratified until_
1834, was postponed, at the solicitation of the Indians,
until 1836, when they again renewed the agreement,
to remove peaceably to their new homes in the west.

In the face of this solemn and renewed compact, |

they broke their faith, and comimenced hostilities by.
the massacre of Maj. Dade’s command, the murder of-
their agent, Genera] Thompson, and other acts of cruel

treachery. ‘When this alarming and unexpected in--

telligence reached the scat of Government, every ef-
fort appears to have been made to- reinforce General
Clinch, who commanded the troops then in Florida.
General Eustis was despatched with reinforcements
from Charleston ; troops were called out from Ala-
bama, Tennessee and Georgia;.and General Scott
was sent to take the command, with ample powers
and ample means. At the first alarm, Gen. Gaines
organized a force at New Orleans, and without wait-
ing for orders, landed in Florida, where he delivered
over the troops he had brought with him to General
Scott. . S .
_ Gov. Call was subsequently appointed to conduet
a summer campaign, and at the close of it,” was re-
placed by General Jesup. These events and changes
took place under the administration of my prede-
cessor. : :
Notwithstanding the exertions of the experienced offi-

cers who had the command there for eighteen months, |.

on entering upon the administration of the Govern-
ment I found the Territory of Florida a prey to Indian
atrocities. A strenuous effort was immediately made
to bring these hostilities to a close : and the army un-
der General Jessup was re-inforced until it amounted
to ten thousand men, and furnished with abuandant
supplies of every description. In this campaign a
great number of the enemy were captured and des-
troyed ; but the character of the contest only was
changed. The Indians, having beer defeated in every
engagement, dispersed in small bands throughout the
country, and became an enterprising, formidable, and
Gen. Taylor, who succeeded Gen.
Jessup, used his best exertions to subdue them, and
was seconded in his efforts by thie officers under’ his
command ; but he, too, failed to protect the Territory
from their depredations. By an act of signaland cruel
treachery, they broke the truce made with them b
Gen. Macomb, who was sent from Washington for
the purpose of carrying into effect the expressed
wishes of Congress, and have continited their devas-
tations ever since. Lo )

Genernl Armistead, who wasin Florida when (en.
Taylor left the army, by permission, assumed the
command, and, after active summer operations, was
met by propositions for peace ; and, from the fortunate
coincidence of the arrival in Florida, at the same. pe-
riod, of a delegation from the Seminoles who are hap-
pily settled west of the Mississippi, and are now anx-
lous to persuade their countrymen to join them there,
hopes were for some time entertained that the Indians
might be induced to leave the-Territory without fur-
ther difficulty. These hopes have proved fallacious,
and hostilities "have been renewed throughout the
whole of the Territory. That this contest has endur-
ed so long, is to be attributed to causes’ beyond the
control of the Government. Experienced generals
have had the command of the troops; officers and sol-
diers have alike distinguished themselves for their
activity, patience and enduring courage ; the arm
has been constantly furnished with supplies of every
description ; and we must look for the causes which
have so long procrastinated the issue of the contest,
in the vast extent of the theatre of hostilities, the al-
most insurmountable obstacles presented by the nature
of the country, the climate, and the wily character of
the savages. : .

The sites for marine hospitals on the rivers and lakes,
ihich I was authorized to select and cause to be pur-
chased, have all been designated ; but, the appropria-

tion not proving sufficient, conditional arrangements |

only have een made for their acquisition. It is for
Congress to decide whether those conditional pur-
chases shall be sanctioned, and the humane intentions
of the law éarried into full effect. o
The navy, as will appear from the accompanying
report of the Secretary, has been usefully and honora
bly employed in the protection of our commerce and

of Brazil, and in the Gulf of Mexico. A small squad-
ron, consisting of the frigate Constellation and the
sloop-of-war Boston, undgr' Commodore Kearney, is
ndw on its way {6 the ‘China and Indjan seas, for the
purpose of attending to our interests it that quarter;
and Commander Aulick, in the sloop-cf:war York

town, has been instructed to visit the - Sandwich and
Society Islands, the coasts of New Zealand and Japan,
together with other ports and islands frequente by

our whale-ships, for the purpose of giving them cotm: )

tenance and ‘protection, should they be reqiired:
Other smaller vessels have been, and still are, em-
ployed in prosecuting the surveys ot the coast of the
United States, directed by various acts of Congress ;
and those which have been completed will shortly be
laid before you. . :

The exploring expedition, at the -latest date, wag
preparing to leave the Bay of Islands, New Zeland,
1n further prosecution of objects whichhave, thus far;
been successfully accomplished. The discovery of a
new continent, which was first seen in latitude 66, 2,
south, longitude 154, 26, east, and afterwards in lati-
tude 66, 31, south, longitude 1563, 40, east by Lieuten-
ants Wilkes and Hudson, to an extent of eighteen

hundred miles, but on which they were prevented |

from landing by vast bodies of ice which -encompass-
ed it, is one of the honorable results of the enterprise.
Lieutenant Wilkes bears testimony to the zeal and

ood conduct of his officers and men; and it is but
Justice to that officer to state that he appears to have
performed the duties ass igned- him with an ardor,
ability, and perseverance, which give every assurance
of an honorable issue to the undertaking. ™ -
. The report of the Postmaster General, herewith
transmitted, will-exhibit the service of the department
the past year, and its‘present condition. . The -trans-
portation has been maintained during the year to the
full extent authorised by ‘the existing laws; some im-
provements have been effected, which the public in-
terest seemed urgently to demand, but not involving
any material additional expenditure, the contractors
have generally performed their engagements with
fidelity ; the postmasters, with feiw exceptions, have
rendered their accounts and paid their quarterly bal-
ances with promptitude ; and the whole service ofthe
deEartment has maintained the efficiency for which
it has for several years been distinguished.

The acts of Congress establishing new mail routes,
and requiring more expensive services on others, and
the increasing wants of the country, have, for three
years past, carried the -expenditures something be-
yond the accruing revenues: the excess having been
met, until thelpast year, by the surplus which had
previously accumulated. 'That surplus having been
exhausted, and the anticipated increase of the revenue
not having been realized, owing to the depression in
the commercial business of the country, the finances
ofthe department exhibita small deficiency at the
close of the last fiscal year. Its resources, however,
are ample ; and the reduced rates of compensation for
the transportation service, which may be expected on
the future lettings, from the general reduction of prices,
with the increase of revenue that may reasonably be
anticipated from the revival of commercial activity,
must soon place the finances of the department in'a
prosperous condition. - & ) .

Considering the unfavorable circumstances which
have existed during the past year, it is a gratifyin
result that the revenue has not declined, as compare
with the preceding year, but, on the contrary, exhibits
a small increase, the circumstances referred to having
had no other effect than to check the. expected. in-
come. . .

It will be seen that the Postmaster General suggesis
certain improvements in the establishment, designed
to reduce the weight of the mails, cheapen the trans-
portation, ensure greater regularity in the service,
and secure a considerable reduction in the rates of
letter-postage—an object highly desirable. The sub-
ject is one of general interest to the community, and
1s respectfully recommended to your consideration. -

e

" will very shortly be filled.

editerrantean, the Pacific, on the coast-

ceived the continued attention of the Government.
The brig Dolphin and schooner Grampus have been
employed dring the last season on the coast of Afri~
ea, for the purpose of preventing such portions of that
trade as was said to be prosecuted under the Ameri-
can flag: -+ After cruising off those parts of the - coast
most ‘usually resorted to by slavers, until the com-

mencement of the rainy season, these vessels refurn-.

ed to the United States for supplies, and have since
been depatched on a similar service.

" - From the reports of the commanding officers, it ap-- - .

pears that the trade is.now principally earried on un-’
der Portuguese eclors ; and they express the opinion
that the apprehension of their presence on the slave ~
coast has, in a degree, arrested the prostitution of the
American flag to this inhuman purpose. It is hoped
that, by continuing to maintain this force in that quar--

ter, and by the exertions of the officers in commard, - "

much will be done to put a stop to whatever portiors
of this traffic ‘may have been carried on underthe -
Anmerican flag, and to prevent its use in a trade which,
while it violates the law, is equally an outrage on the
rights and the feelings of humanity. :

"The efforts of the several Governments who are .

anxiously seeking to suppress this traffic must, how-
ever, be directed against the facilities afforded by
what @re now recognised as- legitimate commercial-

pursuits, before that 8bject can be fully accomplished. .
Supplies of provisions, water-casks, merchandise, and . .

articles connected with the prosecution of the sfave-
trade, are, it is understood, freely carried by vessels
of different nations to the slave factories ; and the ef-
fects of the factors are transported openly from one'

slave station to another, without interruption or pun-" - -
ishment by eithér of the nations to which they belong, .

éngaged in the commerce of thatregion. I submit tor

your judgments whether this Government, having. -

been the first to prohibit, by adequaté penalties, the
slave-trade—the first to declare it piracy—should not
be the first, also, to forbid to its citizens zlitrade witly
the slave factories on the coast ‘of Africa, giving an
example to all nations in this.respect, which, if fairly:
followed, cannot fail to produce the most effective
results in breaking up those dens of iniquity. :

) ~ . M. VAN BUREN. °

-Washington, December 5, 1840. . .

ADVTERTISEMENTS.

MARSHALL COLLEGE.

TYIE Summer Session of this Institution closes on Wedries
day30th of September, the day of annual commencement.
The Winter Session will commence November 11th, and con-
timue 22 weeks. Itis desirable that applicants for admission -
into College, should present themselves sometime during the
week before’ commencement day or at the beginning of the
Winter Session, the Professors being for the most part absent
in vacations. .

The Students of Marshéll College are carefully instructed . -

in all the branches of a liberal education, and frequent ppbli(:
examinatijons are held during the course to ascertain their ad-
vancement. -Candidates for the degree of- Bachelor of Arts
must go through the whole course of Studies ; but persons are
admitted into College as irregular Students who may attend
any recitations they are prepared for. The following are the .
Instructors in the several.departments:
. - Dr. Fo Ae Rauch- .
President, and Professor of. Intellectual and Moral Philosophy.
' and of the German Language. -
Homn: Judge Thompson
Prqf’es:sor of Law. .
Samuel We Buddy jrey Ae Moy
. Professor of Mathematics and Mechanical Philosopky.
. ‘William M. Nevin Ae M., :
- Professor of Ancient Languages and Belles Lettres. -
' : ———————————— o '
Professor of Natural Science.
Andrew Young A« B, .
. . Tutor in Languages.
It is expected that the Professorship of

The greatest care is taken to guard the morals of the Studenty
all of whom reside in the College Edifice, unless satisfactors,
reasons are rendered for the indulgence of bhoarding in town.
They are assembled for -prayer every morning and evening .
and are required to attend public worship in the Prayer Hall

on Sabbath, But these whose parents desiré it, may obtain.

permission to attend any of the other churches in town.

EXPENSES.,
SuMMER SESsION. WINTER SESSION
Tuition, $12 00 $18 00
Room rent, . 2 50 -3 50
Contingent Expenses, 1.50 . 1 50
Board at $1 75, 18 weeks, 31 50 22weeks 38 50 -
350 3 50

Washing, (done in_town)

. . 51 00 - 6500

Those who board in College eat in commons and the above -
is the steward’s charge. Some who board in town pay a little
less per week. The Students furnish the fuel and lights re
quired in their rooms. Those who furnish their own rooms.
pay twelve and a half cents per week less. . It is generally re-
commended to Students to farnish their own rooms. It pre-
vents disappointment in the quality’ of the furniture and
when a Student leaves College he can move his furniture ox
dispose of it to his successor at a trifling loss.

The College dues are in all cases to be paid in advance, or:,
within the first four weeks of the Session. - :

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT,

This departmeﬁp is chiefly designed to fit Students for Col'~-

lege, but young men who wish to pursue only English studies,
or a partial course, are not excluded from its advantages.

Thete are two vacations of four weeks, in April and October -

edcH year. The Winter Session commences on the 20th Oct..
and continues 24 weeks. The Summer Session consists of 200
weeks. : :
- The Insttuctors ate ' ..

Reve Williani £« Good A. M. RECTOR.

E. V. Gerhart A¢B. i
G. H. Martin As B, fASSISTANTS

_The Rector is a member of the College Faculty, who with
hllx]n ‘superimend the moral #nd infellectual progress of the:
scholars,* .

EXPENSES.
Winter Session.- Summer Session.
50 :

.

Tuition—full course,

13 $11 50
English Studies & mathematics, 11 00 - 900
English Studies only, 8 00 7 00

Contingent Expenses, 100 100
These bills should always be paid in advance or .within th
fitst four weeks of the Session. -
At present all the Students of this department board in
town, but the Trustees are now erecting a large and conve-
- nient building which will soon be completed'& then thé youn
gerStudents from a distance will all'be boarded with one of the
Teachers and his family in the edifice. The price of boarding
L in town vartes from $1 62} to $2 25 per week.
Sept. 30, 1840. - -

RAIG, BELLAS & Cos COMMISSON: AND .
FORWARDING MIIRCHANTS, N. W. COR-
NER OF CHERRY AND BROAD ST, BELOW RACE, -
PHILADELPHIA. Will receive and effect Sales of any Pro-
duce consigned to them. Liberal advances will be made
when required, on receipt of consignment. Al goods to he
forwarded by Rail Road or Canal, destined west, shall receive
prompt attention. HUGH CRAIG,
o THOMAS BELLAS,
. JAMES BELLAS.
i3 Produce left at the Warehouse of J. S.Grir - (late
Eyster Hutz & Co.) will be promtly forwarded. X
December 23, 1840:

RAUCH!S PSYCHOLOGY,
For sale @t LANCASTER, OHIO, by
. REV. H. WILLIARD.

PROTESTANT ALMANAC,
.For the Year-1341.
JUST teceived and for sale, wholesale and retailat the Book.

Store of .
Sept. 18th, 1840.—-2m.

OUR PUBLICATIONS,

May be had at'all times and in any quantity, at the Publi- -

cation Office, 98 Second Street, Chambersburg, Pa., where or-
ders will be thankfully received and promptly attended to.
I3 Always state kow and where to send.

For the convenience ofour churches and friends, the follow-

ing depositories have been established for the sale of our pub- -
lications, and where they may be always had at the standard®
prices. . ..
Philadelphia,—D. Weidner, 62 North'ith st.
Baltinmre,—lgublication Rooms, 7 3. Liberty Street.
Frederick,—Rev. D. Zacharias. ) . R
N. Carolina,—Rev. J. H. Crawford, Clapp’s, Guilford Co:
Pittsburg, Pa.—B. A: Fahnestock & Co., corner of Wood
- and Fourth Streets. .
Lancaster, Ohio,—Rev. Henry Williard.

STANDARD PRICES.

PSALMS ANDHYMNS.

Plain Binding, gretail per copy, 621) $6 00 per dozew:
© doe © doe Containing the Con-
stitution and Discipline, (retail 75¢ts.) 7 50 «

Pocket Book, 11 00 ¢

Calf Extra, Gilt Edge, 15 00 «

IF Orders from a distance, to meet with attention, must be
accompanied with the cash. or satisfactory references.

i3 To those who purchase to sell again, a deduction of five:
per cent on the above will be made—for cash.

iIF Those who wish to have the Catechism and Constitu
tion of the Church, bound up with the Hymn Book, will please*
specify it in their orders. .

¥ Any person remitting, free of postage, a five dollar note '

w“
.................... .

“

will receive-10 copies of the
note, as above, 20 copies.

GERMAN SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMN BOOKS. .
This interesting little work, of 230 duodecimo pages has |
left the press, and may be had in any quantity at the follaw-
ing places, viz: . . '

. Chambersburg,

At the Publication Office, in Second Street.
. Philadelphia, .

Of Mr. 8. Schurch, No. 88, North 3d Street; and of Mr. Samue¥
H. Bibighaus, No. 214, North Second Street. ' N

PRICES. -

100 Copies (plain binding) $15 00
50 do . do. e 8 50
12 do do. 225
Sinele copy - (do.) 25

Do. (Morocco) 374

SALMS & HYMN S==authorized by the Synod of the -

German Reformed Church, has left the press, and may.
be had, by the dozen or hundred, at the Publication Office,
Cham)bcr’sburg, and at the different Depositories. (See first -
page.

Hand—Bﬂls, Cards, Certificates, Labels, and
every description of JOB PRINTING, (in the Eyelish

and German langyages) neatly and expeditiously executed
at the Weekly Messenger Office, Second Street, Chambg.
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The suppression of the African slave trade has re- =

Natural Scienég -~

HENRY SMITH, Front Street. .

plain binding—or a ten dollar
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