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The Mercersburg Society hn bun formed 10 upt.old lhe concept of the 
Church ilS the Bodr of Christ, Evangel ical, Reformed. Cathotic. Apos tolic, 
orgJmc. devetopmentJJ and conne<l ionill. II affirms the c<: umeniCilI 
Creeds as witnuses to ils b llh and Ihe Eucharis l as [he IrlUrgica l aCl 
from " 'hlch all other acts of worsh ip and se rvice emanalc . 

T~ Soclelr pursuu contemporary rheology In the Church and the wortd 
wlI~ln I~ eontut of Mercersburg Theotogy. In effK ll ng ilS purpose Ihe 
~Iet y pro" ldes opportllniliu for fellowship Jnd sludy for persons 
IntereSled in Mercersburg Theology sponsors an a nnual convoca tion 
engilgU tn the publicalion of all icies • a nd books stimulates resea re h ind 
~rrtspondenee lImong. schotars on topics or theOlOgy, tilUrgr. the 

<raments and «umemsm. 

ihhe
f lI~~~ M~ry;ertb~rg R.,,/ . ... Is designed to pllblish !he proceedings of 

the a' at ~o.nvO(ation liS wclt as o!her il rucles on subjeCts pert inent to 
,nlS an tnrerf~ t s of the Socicly, 

From the Editor 

Our Presiden t. Dr. Nonmll1 K:lIlsficid. acted as host for th is ~car's (June. 
200·1) convocation at Nell SALlIS\\;C!; Theological Seminar.. Nell 
Bnms\\ iek. Nell J crsc~·. on the campus of Rutgers Un;1 Crslt~ The st:l[cd 
topic lIas "1l1C Practice of the Mystical Prcscncc. MOl in£ Bc~ond the 
Concept .. 

Allhough. as the lit Ie suggests. the emphasis \\as on Ihe pmetlcal 
applications of eucharistic thcol og~. S\lll we cnjo~ cd both an academiC. 
SOCiological prcscnt:uion. as \Iell as a 1110rc pastorn! one Dr Anne l11icl 
Thayer prOI ldcd a t hco n.:ticall~ neh slud ~. comparing Call 111 and Nc\ III 
according (0 the mooe l of s~ mOOI and 1>O\\(;r in SOC l ct~ as pro])()scd by 
Dr Christopher EI\\ood . Fo r Ollr practical grist. Dr Timothy J . t-. luldcr. 
look us fro m "the table to the sid.:"alk ." 

To full y appreciate Or, Tlm.;r" s p:lper. shc hdpfllll~ rc:lIized it 
Ilecessar~' to fall1ll iarl7.(.: li S "ith Ihc thesis o f EhloOO. Ilhich simply 
sl:ll~d . :trgues for the relalcdness of Ihe le mporal sign :lnd transccndenl 
obj.:ct. Ihe Icmpol'al inSlnuncnl and di vine pOII Cr. and Ihe hol~ 

COl11 mUn ill' and social lransformation . Haling gil.:n liS a \\orking 
ulld.:rst:mull1g o f El lloOO. 'nlalcr broughl us to her thesis Ihal Ihe 
e011I1';Cliol1 belll ecl1 eucharistic elc111enls and Christ. produces Ihe 1)OIIe r 
to shal)C C01ll 1111tni11 for social lral1sfonnal ion 

Shc conl llltlcd by prolldll1g Ihe rclCl anl historical fl11dillgs of EI \\ood 
from the limc o f the Rcfonmll1on. so that \\e could grasp b~ \\a~ of Ihe 
II SC o f s\l1lhols. Ihc enonnous change the Refonllation and II llhll1 II. 
Cah il1is;n. brought to soc l e l~ She thcn tUllled to hcr 0\\ 11. onginal 
scholarslllJl. c0I11Jl.1rmg Call111 and NC\ III on the question o f the 
SI'nlhohc 1)OII er orlhe Eucharist. shOlllng ho\\ NClin songhlto correct 
h'is ' rnclllOnahst' cOlllcmpornn es' 01i,·r-raliol1aliz.1tion of Eucharist. 
II hercbl thc Slll1hol lost Its efficac\ for changc. Slllce the s~111hol 's 
po\\ er ;, as dm;mlshed as the wmpo;al sign tJol.:came dClach,,-d from Ihe 
transcel1dent obJecl 

[roniealll , 111 !lnlSSla. \\hen the mediating theology so lIlf1uelll ial 10 
r-,'Iereersburg li as prominell t. Ihe I' rOI.;st':l11l church had alread~ 
e.\pen ellce a UI11011 (ISI7). Thc organic relatedness for "hieh Nel ill and 
SehafT longed. lias. to some e.\lelll. socially rn:mifcst in Iha t 11l0vem.:nt 



:lIId ccrt:lInll contnbulcd to the cuchanstic theologies emerging at the 
same lunc -aud c\cnlUall~ Impacting Rauch. Schaff and NCl ill . In 
contrast. the Mercersburg theology. Ilhieh shared so much \\ lIh the 
Conllnent. II:IS neler as popular in America . So. Tha~cr ' Slhcsi s defi es 
testing 111 applrcatlon of l\ k rccrsburg II iIIll n its A Illcncan context. 

In contrast. Rcfonnatioll Proh:S!::m!S readily applied the ne\\ (cnlllnology 
of Cail Ill. and so c)':pcricnccd the \I':l~ ' nellly conceived s\'mbols 
changed European politics . Likc\, isc. slich \I[)S Ihe C:lSt in I'nlssia at the 
lillIe of the union and right on through the time Sclmff left GCn11:lJl, to 
come \0 America. COlllcrscly. the slrong detachment of ICllll>Qral sign 
and the trnll sccndcnl object pn.;fcrrcd b~ the memorialist positio n 111 IllOs t 
of Protestant Amenca. conllnucd to ho ld Sllay m spi te of i\krccrsburg' s 
cri tique Perhaps the closest IKlPular 1\10lCll1 Cl1 t Ilhich resisted the 
rallon:lhsm so objected to b~ Mercersburg Ilouid be the transcendentalist 
1Il0lcmelit StilI. m most II:lys. thcse tllO Ilere Ilorids ap:ln. ccn ainh III 

their tlllderstandlllg of the 11;'1\ the I ranseendent eXits In S:lC red spacc 'aud 
lime 

One thing tS cenain. Nevin lIas ad:lI11ant in his opposi tion to Jacksonian 
dcntocrac~ . A fascinating study might compliment the Ilork of Ehlood 
all~ TIta~er b~' stttd)ing Ihe 1.lay that the symbols in the r-.k rcersbtlrg 
thcolog~. th ro tt gh their COhCStlCl1ess 10 the transccndent o bject. mighl 
hale. had Mercersburg Ix:CII rull~ cmbr.'lCl-d b~ AmCrlca. rclcrsed thc 
r.:lInpant :lltd unhe:lhhy plur.'llislIl NCl in cI:umed Jad:soman democrac\" 
spallncd • 

Or Muldcr lias gil ell the task to consider some of thepractieal results of 
Table (ellollslttp. by asking about the SOCia l :lIlPl ieations of Eucharist 
propcrl~ celebrated For example. hO\1 mis ht the SCrl lee at Ihe Table 
mal e us of scrliee 10 the \\orld" And IIho should be lIelcOllled al the 
Tahle" 

d
Cenainl) . thc. issue ofinclusil·ity was central 10 Mu ldcr's IXI,'r and hc 

r:III S a dee l d~dl\" d' ff" - , _ . . ," , , 
C I 

. I ,-,fent IIlt<:rprdatlon from I)aul s Ilnming in I 
orull lIans I I than Illalll M Id d 

III Pnt,I·, d .' " -u er ocs not see causc to fencc the Tablc 
a 1110111110n but rather Ilod f CI . ' :I Ilammg to sec to the needs of the 

) 0 lnSI From thai ' 'I<' rs'"' ' ' l id . and all I d .. ~ ... ~clI\'e. ,,' \I er opens the rable to :lnl 
II 10 nee the 101' :llld n fGod . 

dCllIlIlglh,lt . 'I " nu ureo MuldereannOiconceileof 
. pnee ess treasure to all~bod~ IIho 1I':lI1ts u. 

or course. :I faJ( retort lIli"ht '" queslIOn IIhere to make the casc for 
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Frollllhc Edi lor 

diSCipline (and man~ at thc COl1location did rcslKlnd so) Mulder 1I0uid 
:lrglle thm dl sei~1in e (~r at l e35~ the lIithdrallal of thc clements) h:15 no 
placc 111 ElIcimn st. l,hlCh 11lstoneall~ 1135 Ilhere disclpllllc lias (and st ili 
is in SOIllC qunrters) oftcn cxcrcised 

When i\'Iuider likens Ihe ";;l lt:!r call" of say a r':l i" :llisl church se rl lec. 10 
th.: Anglican in, itation. '~Jl1':S': are Ihe gi ft s of God for the people of God 
T:lkc them :!nd remcmber Ih:ll Cllrist died for 1"011 and fced on him in 
)'O llf he:li1s b~' f:lith II ith Ih:lnksgil'ing." we "gel 10 the heart of his 
clmllenge . He asks. is there :I ditrcn.:nce III these :lppeal s" After all. each 
is an in vi t:ltion to receivc ChriSI , Shouldn't wc nlsh to thc sidcwal ks and 
inli te :111 to the King's banquet".' Wouldn't it be a shame for an~ hllng~ 
soul to miss the Kmg's gellcrous feast" 

i\'luldcr makes a strong case for T:lble inclusiveness lIith thcse ca,eats 
and others lik.: them . But at the s.1111e time. aecountablll\~ IS completely 
absent hac . Someone In ightllOlil t. IIl th the Nell T.:stalllellllllet:lllhor III 
mind. to the one II ho :lrri\ed at the lIedding feast lIithout :I proper 
g:lmlent (i\-buhcII 22' 11) and ask. "Arc there insl:lnces IIlwrc sOllie 
bt.:hal'ior dishonors the host')" . 

Cle:lrly at the k\cl of euchari stic e.\p<: ricncc IIhich concerns Mulder. i,e .. 
the non-cognitil 'c lel'e l or thc intuiti , 'e lele!. he seems right on ta rgel , 
What happens nt Euchm'ist IS IIlflll itcl~ more th:ln alll' hunmn conecption 
of it And St.1r1 ins the spi rilu all~ hung~ dishonors the Gospel 
encompassed by Hol~ COllllllllnion i\ loreol'er. as he is clear to lKli lll out. 
\IC pricsts arc not the host Let the host decide IIho IS lIelcOllle 
Furthe rmore, \\I thoul d\\cllmg long on this. i\lulder IS deserled 111 his 
indignation o f a long his to~ of Table he:ll y-handedness b~ Ihe elerg~ . 

I-Iollel·er. on the cognilll c le\cl. IIhich Muldc r lIl:lkes a good casc for 
bt.:ing oI'Cr-cmphasized in our tradition bll t ce l1:1inly has its pl:lce. there is 
a great deal ditrcrellt in tln;se imitations Nor should lie OI.;rlook the 
fact thai meaning emerges lIithoUI Il ords. Imag~s and urges are created 
from symbolic action. II hich can on ly be desc ribed as cogni tions: 
abstraCI theology, nol Ideas, yes! To describe thc nOIl-Ierbal aspcel of 
Eucharist as non -cognilll·e. onl~ clouds Ihe issuc. Sure the Ilon·\"erbal is 
less of a cogni tl\c c>;erl:ISC, bul nddled lIith s~ lll bolism , II conle~s 
meaning. and c,en a silla ll child forms Ihoughts and impressions m the 
act of eating :lIld drinkmg Christ 111atllould be Ih.: casc elen If the clil id 
n.:\"er thought or s.1id it lias eatmg and drink ing Chnst AI the paml 

) 



"her\: both the unsaid and the said meet purpose COIII'ergcs with feelings. 

So hlle the calls to Holy Communion ju'>:t.1poscd b) 1\·luldcr. one from 
" .. fN Ius Anglican tradillon and Ihe other ~rom the lradll~ou 0 ,ell Measures 

fCIII,lhsm. arc. mdL'1.-d. both an 11I1 11:llIon [0 rcCClle Clms!. there IS a 
difference And [he difference IS at the core of the Me rcersburg thecla!;) . 

For example. I COli be unconSCIOUS of m~' abuse of woman. acting in 
public like the ro lll:Ullic protector., obi i v i ousl~' pract Ic ing the, II ors! kind 
Ofp:llriarchali sl11 I can celebrate l:uch,lrlSl \\ llh my COllltllIUl!l)', and yet 
unashamedll 3Jld II ithout :\\\arcllCSS embrace a Iheola,!; \' of apanhcid 
Cogmli,'c d;ssonancc is esscntial III both these c~scs.if inj ustice is to be 
opposed And \\hi l.:: II ilia\' be that the place ofdl sclphnc IS nOI the Table, 
on Ihe OIher hand. gil en lhe core concem of justice in the Gospel. it Illa} 
be thanhe Table IS the onll l1le:miugful place for discipline. It TCmains 10 

be seell "hen: dlsciphne in Ihe church should be required (as opposed 10 

sl1npl~ apl)I;akd for) 

Dr Kansfldd's sennon and Dr. 1\luldcr" s paper fll hand in glole. Our 
Presldel1l's text sets the scelle: a dinner part) at the hOllie of Simon the 
Pharisec. "lwre Table fclloll shi p is at qucstion in the vi,.:" Simon holds 
of Jesus. Of coursc. Sil11on's issue is IIhethcr Jesus is a prophet Funny. 
though. that's nOI Jesus' issue at all! H,.:'s clcarl \" morc concemd about 
SI111011 . S opil1iol1 of the broken-hearted, pen ito;:n\ II oman "ho pours her 
heart out to Jesus and by virtue of that ullspoken aCI of penitence and 
100e. l"Jises the question ofS imon's opi nion ofhi msclf. When Kallsfleld 
putS 111 Jesus' 11I111d the qUCSt lons "hether Simon kllmls ho" deel)l~ he is 
fOrgl\CIl and hOIl deeply he is 101cd. lie find ourselves COIII I)CIl..:d b) 

Kans ficld's hOllulctic and f\'lulder's appeal' leI the Table feed God's 
hUllg!) people! 

The RC\crcnd Martha Kriebel assured us that e\crybo<h \\ a5 thinking 
together about the topIC of eucharistiC pmetlcc Her'scm;on touched on 
the other s.I)I;akers· I SSU~ S of the ol)Cnness of the Table. and spccific:li!) 
of Mulder s advocacy of the vinue of a non-I'crbal e:o.: pcricncc in T:lb1c 
rello\\ slnp. As if prcl'iOlLSI\" choreogr:lphed. 1-,'luldd s t hell1es of 11 un UTe 
and sllcnce at Table \\ erc appl icd as Kal1sflc ld touched on eh rist . s desire 
to s~are 101 e and healing. and as Knebe l spokc 1l1m illgl\" about the 
hcalll1£ ]lOll cr of sllcncc. . 

Finall~. Dr Gabnel Fackre shared with us a reI lell or the nell book bl a 
SOCICt~ mcmber and frcquent speaker al our convocations. Dr Alan S~lI . 

FrOll1lhe Edi tor 

From the sound of this reviel\, it's rc all ~ a must hale! The breadth of 
scholarship appc3rs amazing, as i=ackrc testlfics. I am lIltngued b\ ::lI1d 
\\i ll be anxious to read ofScll"s (1lilh Fackre concurring) behef th~t Ihe 
r-.kreersburg fou nders might havc becrcd-up their doctrinc of the 
alOne11lCnl. I cxpect th3t is because any jundicallv Sh led theor\ of thc 
atonemcnt Ilouid hal'c clashed lIith tl-krccrsburg\ tileo!) of ~eal. felt 
organic unity behl een Christ and believCf. as thc means to all the 
benefits of the illcamaliol1 . Judgmcllt (110 pun il11cnded) shou ld be 
resCTI·ed. hOll"cl'er. as Fackrc docs 1I0l go into detail 0 11 this scorc This, 
hOllc\"c r. is onl)' another :unong many reasons to encoumge the 
thcologically mindcd to dig deCI) and 1"0I"Jcioll sl ~ i 1110 Sc II" s l1 e\1 book. 

ThO! ,\'O!\I" .I/ercasbllrg R",·/t",· No. 35 
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EUCHARIST, POWER AND COMMUNITY: A VIEW 
FROM CALVIN AND NEVIN 

Anne T. Thayer 

Whal role docs the Euchanst Illa~ in [he fomml;ol1 o f comlllunit ies. both 
ecclesiastical OOlll lllUnlllCS and polluca] communities') TIlls is an 
cnonnous question. and olle on \\hich I fr.::cI~ admit that I do not halc a 
God"s c~·c \ lell And ~ct It has come [0 m~ attcnllon in r":cCnI momhs. as 
I hale been readmg. lIorsl1lpill,l;. Icaching Christ laJl doctrine. and 
lisicil ing to the neIl S, In the face of lIar ;)nd dISSCIlSio ll . lI e find 
ourschcs adung for deq) and public cornll1\lIlity . We long for Ih.:: seilS<: 
that lI'e arc hllllg a common life that leads to o ur fulfillment. I\t:Ul\' 
Chrisnans ( cspcclall~ those in the I\krccrsburg ir:ldllion) suspect that th~ 
Euchansl has an 1Illl>ortani role to pla~' in bringing slic h COl11I11lIlli[\' 
abou t. But at the same lillle, l11an~ ' ChriSlians di sag n.;c ;"bo ul II hal I h~1 
comnUUlIl) should look like and hOIl Ihe Euchorisl should bc approochcd, 

Early Ihi s spnng, II C Icamcd Ihol some Roman Catholic bishops did nol 
bellelc thJI John Kcrry should be given the EuchariSI because of his 
support for :lbortion rights. More recently. Ihe bishop of Color;"do 
Springs SJ ld that Roman Catholics IIho 10tC for pol il ici;"ns IIho (ovor 
abortion rlghls senou·11 ,. ~p d· . , . , 
• , • • • ~ . ~v ,ar ~ lC IIClr so vallon. lllOsc Ilho kcep an 
cagle e~" on ~hglous orgarul.11101\S responded bl sal ing tl1'll if these 
bishops In to mnucn,· 'h .. ' 
, . e e oUlcome of elccllollS then the church I11JI 
ose ITS ta~..:~cmp', " . 

d 
l' S mus . cre IIC sec Euch:nisllc portic lp..1lion belllg 

use 10 lonn a pMlcular t f .. 
d

' YPC 0 eommUI1l!\ 1\llh r::muficationc (or Ihc 
II I cr SOCICI\ . ~ 

Wllhin our churches Ih E , . . 
_ .. , . e IIC lJnSt IS often called Ihc "S,1cr:Ullcnl of 

UllJlI, I ~1 IIC ~nOIl Ihol I ' " . 
, .. ,,' . l1Stonca ~ II has been I'Cf\ dllisilc A 

reOIi,,,1 IICII dCl clopmclII I ' 
tedJI fo' 11 • .. .. IS I lC enlhllSIaSIll found in mall\ places 

. r IC Open loblc \I hcr ' all f C· ' 
sonletimcs "'0'" r " , ~' slnl>eS a hnsllon bchClers. and 

.... 0 Otlcr TCII"lo " "Christ' s I"b', ,. , '" ns as IIC . :m.; c"hortcd to COlne 10 
" , 115 asserted Ihal II ' " b . 10lc and 10icTal T" liS III mid a community of rcspccl. 

ICC liS IS Ihe case d' ~ , . . 
manl Amen" " c,,' " o.;Spll<.: 1I'lIlg In ;" cultu re IIhere 

. miles O"cn do', d . II Sll 011 11 10 dll lllcr logcthcr. EI'I.:n so. 
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shared lllcals continue 10 SCf\'C as s~ mbols of cotllmunil\ _l Docs thc 
Eucharist rca lly hal'c thc public s~ tllbo1ic force toda~ 10 e;e;llc gcnullle 
conlillunily'! 

This. of course. is nOI a nell quest ion Historian thot I am. lodo~ I lIalll 
10 bring into our contcnlpor:u-y convcrsation underslalld ings gaincd from 
John Cahin and si ,'>tcen l h -ccnlU~ Francc. ond 10hn Wlll i:lIl1SOn Nelin 
and n i nctcenth-ccnIUl~ Ameri(a, Ooth thc si"1eelllh ond mllCl\.'cnlh 
ccntll rics \lere cnthusiastic aboul indilldual alld social s,1nCll fiC;ll ion 
lndc(d lie might cvcn C,,>lcnd Ihal daull to oll r Olin eClllu~, noting the 
cfforts c'>l>ended for po li lical correctncss and social Imnsfot111alion, Wor 
is found in all three cOll lc,'>ts- thc Frcnch Wars of Religion. lho.; US (il il 
War and the currenl "War against Terror" Thc Eudlarisl 11;"5 ccnt rallo 
thc public thcologc:l1 discourse oflhc sixtecnth ;"ud mneteenlh (;Cnturics, 
it renKlins to be seen II hClhcr it \I ill be so for our 0\\ n ecntul"\ _ 

I Ilill fi rst lum to Ihe queslion o( Eucharist and COllllllllllih in the 
sixtecnlh ccntury, follolling the c);(;CI\cul ;"nall'sis prolidcd b~' 

Christopher Elll OO<I in hi s IW\) stud~, 'Ih(' /I"d .. /lrn/a'u : '/11(' ('a/l'lI1i,\'/ 

})0£'II'1I1(' (~( II/(, }:1I('/10I'lSI (md .\1'mholl:aIIOil , ~( l'OI!'rr 111 .\';.1'1<'1'11111· 
('I'll /lilY / ';-CrllC<' , FocuSlIlg on Ihc r~lalionship bet\lecn sign and signified 
in Eucharistic teaching. Ehl OO<l eomp;"res hOIl C:ltholics ;"ud French 
PrOlestants difTerc ull ~' configured Ihe n:l:ltionship bclllccn div inc ;"nd 
to.;mpoml pO\lcr in 113yS thai shapcd 3nd nl!'lured the social fabric of 
France Then I Ili ll turn to NClin and his classic IIOrk, r ltr lIIysl/m/ 
I'r" Jt'I1( '('. : \li th :In e~e tOll ard si nll l:l r issucs In a conle'>t of rel igious 
1)lumllsm. hOIl could the (hurch be Ihe motil c force of hislo~" NCI in 
bchclcd Ihatlhc kc~ la~ in thc objcctile prcsencc of Chris(s lifc in the 
EuehanSI And final l~. I hope II e can di SCUSS togelher Ihe conlcmpora r:­
s~ mbol,e force of thc EucharISt :lnd our Oll'n m:cd for eOll1m\lIl1t ~ , This 
pal>er ,s built around an inSight from Ehl(xxI. nan1cl~ th:ll l' Ilh ll1 thc 

I In tins ]);IJX:r, I ;11 11 follo\llIIg ChnSlopher Elllood's dcJ1uiuon of s~ mOOls ;IS 

eOI ~ c''' ~ln~ cmbcdtkd dc\ ices t t~lt org;,nilc JX:recplioll, racihl<lte 
eOllCq)\I ~lh /;ltion, com c~ lLIe;ming <l nd 1'<lluc, elicit hllm;,11 rcsPOIlSCS, cre;ltc 
social 1I0rlds, <lnd regulatc 1;01111111111.:,1 li re ChriSlopher Elllood. 111t, 11<,,1, ' 
IJrol."" 71w t '(111'1111" I) o,:trllll' "r lilt, hwllartsl (1",1 SI 'mb,,/':(llJ<m ol"u"'a III 
,~m,,(,ItIII.{ "'IUllrI ' / ''''''ln' \ Nell Yo"," Q,ford U ni \'crsil~ Press, I ')'J'J), P 7 
. John W , Nc\ in. 11,., 1/1" 'Il:all'ro<'lIn' (lml ()llIa II,.II",,!.!," "" IIII' /';ldlllrl.\'I, 

Bard TholllJlson and GCQrgc 1-1 . Bricker, cds. (Philadclphia : United Chnrch 
Press. 1')(,6) 
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Refonned tradi tion. lhn:c things Ilork toge ther- Ihe relationship bellI ce ll 
Icmporn l sign and transcendent signified. the. parallel relationship 
bell\cen temporal IIl stnlll1cnlS of poller and the d. I'lIlc po\\ c r III \\hich 
Ihc~ arc grounded. and the Idea! of~. hol ~ coml11ull i l~ tI~ at inc0"?O~alcs a 
mandJlc fo r SOCial tr:l.Ilsfonn:ltlon. rhus my o\'c rarchlllg thesIs IS that 
the real conneCtion 3Sscrtcd bell\cell the clements of the Eucharist and 
the presence of (hllst b~ both Cal \'1lI and NCI 111 is understood 10 COll\ c~ 
Ihe polleT \0 fornl the f3Uh cOl11mLln it~ :and shape the II idcr socicly. 

[n SI\ !<,:cnlh-ccntur. Fr~lIlcc there "CTC [\10 competmg I\orld \ iews 
• 

incorpomling claims about Ihe Euchan SI. 1)O\ler and community_ The 
Rom:lIl Catholic Ile\\ had dc\\:loJ>l:d during the later i\'liddlc Agcs and 
lIQuid comc to be rc~ntrcnchcd in thc sixtccnth ccnlur. . TI1C Euchan st 
II :IS :11 thc ccnlcr of thc srillbol srstcm Ihal focused thc social and 

• • 
political order. As El\lood says. ·'the Euchari st lIas the ccntral s~ l11 ool 

dcfinlllg poller in Ihc latc mcdlcl al and carly modem periods'· It lI as 
the ··precminent locus of dl l inc I)()\\er I I ithin thc Chris tian· s world of 
cX]l~ne nce"·· When thc priesl said the \l ords of consecration. it was 
affirmed that Chrislixcalllc ph~ sica ll ) presenl in thc clcments of brcad 
and II inc. rcpb.ci n£ thci r csscnti :ll ··brcadncss·· and .. " i ncne ss.·· 111 is II':lS 
a Inimcic tklt ensured the pl"I:scnce of God ill the lI orid . and brought 
spiritual and ph)·slc:l1 hcalth to those "ho reg:lrded il "ilh honor and 
occasiol1:1l1 y receil"ed il. ·IlIC Euch:l risl " as understood :IS the prineiplc 
vehiclc for CI"I::li ing unity in thc church. for bll i Id i ng the bod)· of Ch rist. 

'1l1C Eucharist lIas also understood to be the foundation of sccul:lf 
socicl). bUI lt in COJ1 tillult ), II nh thc heal en II COll1mllnil I . As Ch rist was 
thc head .of the church as Ius bod), ::lI1d thc v~rioll s pans ~fthc bod)· IIcre 
coopemll l"cJ) ordcred. so social hannon) lIas groundcd in dil lIle power 
present III IhlS \\ orld I I:l Eucharist and king. Powcr ilsc I f II as understood 
10 be ulluary- dl l IIlC and sccular pollcr \\ere sunpll dlffcrenl aspecls of 
Ihe S.l111C Ihing. From 1111 CSlllure conlrol"crsl of the ·1111> CCnlllr. fOfll :l rd. 
roy:1I part ls:J IlS s:J\\ thc anOll1tlllg of a king as making hml h·kc Chris\. 
able 10 C\C«:lse po\\'· , I,·", b h d· . ~, ... I g ) gracc t e Igmt\" of thc dll Ille natllre. 
ThcI claJlncd that thc nl ' of · . . .. ' ~ anolllt ing \lorked t'X 01}frI: (lIN'raltJ. m:lkmg 
dl l inC pClIIcr to d\\clllll SOlllcthlllg ordmal"\· that ap' .... arcd unchan"cd to 
the scnscs • r- :> 

J EI\\ ood. p. t (,(, 

' Et\\OOd. p. ~ 

, 
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hI thc laler r-,'llddle Agcs. processiol1S for Ihc fcasl of ('orl'lI.' Om.'·/! 
deliberalely blended rc li gi ~lIs and , royal sym~lism . affinn i n~ a 
cllcharislically grounded SOCial order. TIIOSC most 1Il1Jl'On:ll1t In soclcty 
narched closest to the hosl that \I as carried beneath thc roY:ll lh'lIr d(' fl.,. 
~anopy . Whilc not all mcmbers of a givcn ~omnll.ln i IY lIalkcd in .Ihe 
proccssion, thcre is no CI idcnce .that people rejcct.cd lIS SOCial S) 11100115111. 
The fcsth al slrengthcned Ihc Idcal of Ihe SOCial body hannolllousl ~ 
honoring Christ's body prescnt among IhclII in I ~C host. As Ehlood 
c\plains. ··for Illost communities. tI~c model of SOCial \lholencss. ordcr. 
and concord dawcd from thc m)·511C:l1 body th:ll has Chmt as liS hcad 
sen'cd as an cmincntl) profi tablc means of consti t111ing Ihc commulllt ~ 

and cstablishing the common good :-<i 

11111S the \la\·s of talkmg about Ihc Euch:lriSI and the \\ ;))"s of talking 
about tcmporal ]lOwcr \lcre intcrtll ined and grounded in popular 
Eucharistic prnctices.1 Furthellliore. Frcnch kings portra~ed thcmsellcs 
as enthusiastic SUPI)()rtcrs of the Eucharislic cult . B) .thc c11d ~f. thc 
Middl e Ages. thc Eucharist had 11101·cd from a ]Jarocill:lI and slImlnal 
s\"111 bolto one full of public :lnd pol it ie;11 mcani ng. It rcprescnled poII~r. 
o·rder and sacredncss prccise ly because Ihc bod\" and blood of Cimst 
wcrc undcrstood to be illlmancntly presenl inthc conseCT:ltcd clcmcnts. 

This established model lI"as vigorously challengcd by Cal ~ in :lI1d ot.hcr 
Frcnch refolllicrs. ·111<:lr I'cmacular \\filings crcated a p ~lbli c thc~ logl ca l 
discOUTSC that very qlllekl) camc to centcr 011 the Euchansl. espeCia lly on 
Christ" s modc of presence "ilhin il As thc) ch:lllcngcd thc 1I11111a11c11t 
prcsencc brought aoout by IrnnsubSI:lnt iation as so much . Idolatl"), 
(\\orslupplIlg a ··god of l~l~e· "). they also challcngc~ the EuchanSllc g~~e 
holding logcther thc e\lstmg SOCial order. In Ihls po~eln1Cal conk t. 
sc\'cral kc\ Refonllcd Ihcmcs emergcd quitc earl ~. scmng thc. Icnn~ of 
Refonnect "tcachmg on PO"Cr. presence and comll1uni~ fonllal1oll . FI.rsl. 
Chnst·s bodl IS 111 heal'cn : II IS not 10 be sought in earthl) Ih11lgs .It IS a 

. . 1 ' c~ d God·spo\\erlsfrec rcal human bod\". Ihus loc:lled In one p acc . . ,...con . . 
. . d "_. 1 'cd bl' Ihc \\ords of :l pncst or aud unconstrnl1lC : It C:l1l1)()1 "" 11I:11111lu a . 

• Eillocd. p. 20 
6 EI\\ood. p 21 , 

Elwood. p 23 , 
EI \\"ood. p . ~ 3 
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C:lI)(urcd III .l hos\.q Tr:lIIsccnd~l1.t majesty was seen . as th~ essence of 
dilil1lt\", I" Eafl~ RcfonllCd \\ntmgs stressed the dlstmctlon bchlccn 
visible' and imlslblc. canhl) and hC:l\'cn l~'. material and spiri tual, the 
sign and the signi fied Thc~ urged readers not to gct Sh iCk on II hat one 
perccnts \llth the senses (the clements), but to focus on the spiritual 
rcali!1 IIlstcad 11 11115 lias \C~ much at odds \Iith Ihe dominal1l 
Iionchic\\ III \Ihich the dlllllC lias immanent \\l lhin the temporal. Even 
though the Rcfonncrs urged obedience to temporal au thorities. their 
tcachlllgs cont:lIncd great potcntmJ for social dlsnLption . 

Cahill \\;lS the dominant theological vOice for Fn.:nch ProtcSt.:lnt ism. As 
he aniclIlatcd hLs I le\\S 111 French and in Latin. other :also picked them up 
and populanzcd them In 154 L he publish<.-d In Fn.:nch his first treat ise 
del'otedJustto the Euchansi. entitled Short nWlli.rl.' I)//Ihl.' HoZ,· SIIPIX" 
of /!Ilf I .ol"d ."',/r.r Omsi. He also dlseusscd in the topic in his 11I.,·/11I1I/:.r. 
GCII/-'I'(ln ('m,'dllrlll. and ,","m /If fcd,'sI(ISI/('(1/ I'm)"a., 011(1 Songs, 
Cah in· s approach to the Supper focuscs on the n.:iationshi]) be\llcen the 
communion elelnenls on earth and Christ" s bod~ and blood in hcavcn . He 
lIants to persuade IllS alldi ~nce thaI then.: is a ·lnlc·· but nOI ·· Ioeal"· 
prescnce of Christ in the sacmlllent , He docs this via a theory of 
saemmcnta] signs I: 

Follolling Ih~ lead of Augustll1c, Cahill distinguishes be\ll cen the sign 
(.1'1/:/111111 ) in a 5.1Cmlllent ,1Ild the tlung or mailer (r.,s) of the 5.1er:1IIlCnt n 

In his Short '1'1"('(111,\"(', Call in distinguishes bc\lleen the outward visible 
sign and Ihe ilnisiblc mailer. real II)· or tnlth of the sacrament , He sal's. 

ITlh.: natu re of the s,1crament requires thaI Ihc material bread 
remain as la l I isible Sigll of lhe txxIy For illS a general mle for 
alJ saemnlel1ts Ihat the Signs \\ llIch we sec bear some II l.: eness 10 
the spiri tual th ings the) figure . As then in Baptism lie l"lle 
assur.lIlce of the intemal Ilaslllng of our souls Ilhen the \\aler. 
IlhlCh cJe:U1SCS our bodil) fi lth. IS giren us for attestation: so in 
Ihe Supper [here must be rna[ena] bn.:ad to testifl to liS that Ihe 
bod) of Christ IS OUf food . For O1hemise \I hat ·meaning could 

9 Eh'ood. P ~(, 
,,, E · I\,ood. P ~ 7 
II Elwood. p . .uJ , . 
- Eh,ood, p. 57 
"E 1\\000. p, (,2 
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the re be in \lhilcness fi guring Ihis for us" We sce clearl) . then. 
hOIl Ihc Ilhole represenlation \lhich the Lord Ilished 10 gilc III 
condescension 10 our in lirmit \" is lost unless Ihe bread tnl1l 

. 1~ . . 
remams . 

Fu rthcr_ in the Im·fllIIl(' .• ' (perilaps. 1541) Callin .:IIeTS, 

When lI"e den~ Ihat the bread \\ hich is eatcn in the Supper IS Ihc 
bodl o f Christ lie do not b) an) means secl.: [ 0 dnlllnish the 
con;munlcation o f the bOlh Ilhich is o lTered to the f;:u thful there. 
But lie onl \" IIlsh [0 [each that it is nt,'CCSSlfl 10 di stinguish Ihe 
Ihing repre~ented from ils SIgn 1< . 

C:l1I 1ll bclie'·cs that 100 nlan) Euch:ln st lC pmcticcs of hiS d:l~ nwrg~ the 
spiritual :lnd Ihe malerial rathcr th:lJl mal.:ing the approprime distinction 
between them , ,1lUS Ihe) do not prol)Crl) understand the c ffic:1c~ of the 
$:lemment or understand hOIl Ihe po"er al \lOr!.: throngh il consl1luleS 
communltl , \6 1110se 11110 te:'leh lr.lnsubst:1n tiation den) Christ"s tnre 
htun:mitl ·b, clan11lng ,h:'ll his body can be nlan~ pl:1ceS :1t OIlCC. the)' 
furthe r ·den·, ' IllS dilil1itl' by ·'abasling\ him under thc comlj)lible 
clements or" Ihe 1I'0rld."'I1·C"ll'in· s g0:11 ill his [cach i ng II:1S to e l i mi nate 
Ihc claim of:1 loea\ presence. but maint:r.in the claim of:1n effrcaciolls 
sacramcnt. ·'ge nllil1c1~· mal.:ing possiblc the COlllmunion . ",i th Christ's 
bod\' :1nd b lood ."'I~ According to Calvin. if transubst:r.nllal!on lI'ere to 
t:1l.:; place. therc lIould no lo nger be a SaCr:lJl1ent as the sign IS gone. 

replaced b) a bodil~ prescnce , 

Because he cl1:1lknged a I.:ey point of established theolog~ in reje<:[mg 
Ihe corpo re:ll presence of Christ in Ihe Supper. Calvin spenl :1 great deal 
of lime and encrg~ rcfutnlg the charge that . the Elle~1:1n st IS no~ 
e fficac iOlls III his leachlllg All of Ills Il flll ngs clanll II1:1t Ih~_substance 0 

Christ"s bod. IS conlc,ed 10 communicants. Ag:llllst ZlIlIIgh. Cahill 
:ngut.-d Ihal j'alticlp.1tio·n III [he s,1Cr.llllent lias Illore than a badge of 

I' John C:l1I ill )01111111,' ( '(lh'lIIl ()II<'nI St'/I'C/(l. cd PClcr Bnnh, Wilhclm Niese1. 
al1ll Dor.1 Schellner.:; I'ols (/l.ll1l11c; h. (1)26·1%2 ). 1:52tlf _ quolcd HI Ehlood. P 
64. 
" "" ,,'" (1:;-1 [I cd JaC(IIICS P~lImcr. Johll C:III ill./usllw/",,, II<' "n'I~II'" C rrt".' Will, . . 

~ I"o[s . (P'l ri S. I ')(. I), ~ : IX. quolcd ill Eh'ood_ p. 62 
'. Ehlood. p. ()~ 
' " Cahin, 0p,erl/ -"dec/(!. I 52 If.. !]uolcd in Elli ood. p_ (i~ 
I ~ Elwood, P (i~ 
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f:lI ll1 .'· Hi: :lIl;UCS thaI the bn.:ad ,':lJ1~ \\inc arc not nakcg,or .empty signs. 
but rcalll do COUl l11lUlicalC Clms! s body and blood. - 1 he C !:I/('I'Q11 

('al!'chl~-;II s:J~ s Chnst "makes us J>:1r1akcrs of his own substance so as to 
unite us in on~ life \\ ilh himsclf. ··-I His lilu rgy cncour.lgcs congrcgants 
not (0 "doubt that by lIus satrnJllcnl Jcsll~ ,g i\'cs liS his body and his blOOd 
so thaI IIC l1la~ lile in 11I1ll and he in tls."--

Such cJ:lI1ns put pressure on his inSistence that sign and maUer in the 
sacraments be distlllglllshcd. As Ehlood says. 

For \\ hilc rcprcscnt:uiol1 :l1 language is a lIseful tool fo r OPPOsing 
Ihe notion Ihal the clements thclll s..:: lrcs become the rcal ll\' o r the 
s;lcralllcnl. \\hell it comes to expressing the :lctuaJ ma;lIIcr in 
\\ iueh Ihal n:::lht~· is pn:SCIll II is somc\\h;1I defi cient. What the 
reader sccms to hal e to understand in intc rpreting Calvin is. then. 
that as .signs the sacramelllS arc Sill g('II('rIS. Saer:nncnI <l1 signs 
:lI\: unlike ;l!1y other killd of sign Ili th Il hich II C al\: fa mi liar 
because IIle) do not s llnpl~ bnng illlo one 's consciousness thc 
thing signified. they In some Ilay cOlll n1tlllicate the tn!lh or 
substance of llic thing !J 

111is Il itt p rO\~ to Ix: a pOlil t \Ihe re Nel' in lIilt try to streng then Ca ll 'in , 

Elen if the signs do not hale ptmer lt11nlanell t in them. the Eucharist is 
stil l a po\\'e;~ul transaction. Christ is made present by the pOll c r of the 
HoJ~ Spltlt TIlt elenlelllS arc Ihe instruments uscd bl thc J)O\\cr of God 
J,01O ll1g 1I11ngs together Ihat ;u:c spat iaJJ)' scparated . n:U11ell lx:l le l'e rs on' 
e:mh and ChnSI 111 heal en -' EI ood I ' . J II -' f C IV C ali llS that th is teaching is a 
101 ma,,, 0 all 111I5t doctrinc, He limes. 

Call in ill \'okes lIlstnlln ' , ,. . . . " en a II) as a Il a\' of dlstlllgtllslil ns 
sacr:ullClllal S' ''llS frOI" ,',' ..' f , '" e comnlunlcatll'C 1)OII el' thaI IHoceeds 
,'mOIl I and IS the c~c l u s i \'c prerogalil'e of God. Thc signs are 
c IcaCIOUS not because of ... . h 

" El\lood. p, 67 
~. Ehlood, p. (,{i 
:, Ernood. p 67 

.. n 111 crell t capaCIlI but in Ihe sense 
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that th~y arc inSll'Un,len,ts God has chosen 10 attest to the genuine 
opc r:lt lon of the SPirit S pOllcr to lI ni te belicl'c rs \\i!h !he bod, 
of Christ In keeping lI i!h tradi tional conccpllons of the 
saCrrlment. then. ehe notion of dlvinc po\\er remains a promincnt 
fcatu re. IIhilc el'ery hint oft hc physical sign being iUlbllcd \lith 
po\\ er is remOl cd, With such a dynamic nnderstandmg of the 
relationship of signs to the ir efficac\'. Cail'in ill tended to 
maintain the notion o r lhe Supper as an cffi cacious slInbol in 
IIhich thc bod~' or Christ is Inliy alTered to the failhful. II hi le 
safeguarding the idea of thc Spiri t"s transcendcn! I)()\\cr as the 
c m eienl C('lUSC of th I S COI11 r11u n i cat ion .:~ 

Along lI ith this insistence on di\ine ael ili l~ comcs a stress on the faith 
of the recipient as the I'ehicle fo r the recepllOn of the g race ('II'ailable in 
the sacrament EhHXKi fi nds Ihal in IHitlllgS fo r a I)()pular readershil), the 
SI I\:SS on reception by fai th had the eITect to ··to denect a[!cntlon alla~ 
from the liturgical sacramental ac t and to\\ard the bclielcr's cognilil e 
and arreel;l c statc ... ~J GlI ill<l lllne Fard. fo r instam;e. \\ n h:s that the real 
miracle of the Eucharist is not a chang~ in I\S clements. but the changc 
that God accomplishes in the li\es o r Chns\lans :' Ind;;.'Cd. "subjecti lcl~ 
expericllced transformat ions , prol ided the lIarralll for the obJectil e 
cfli cac) of the sacr:unclll .. :9 Despitc claims to the contra ry. th is tended 
to dimin ish the undcrs tanding of the Euchanst as a poll crfll l and 
obJecl i \'e means of del i \ cring grace. 

So \I hat docs this have to do II I\h the formation of communities'! B~ 
assert ing Ihal the Euchari stic elemcnts arc simply IIIstruments II ilhollt 
subsistent l irluc. Call in reconfi gures the lI'a) d ll inc po" eT lIorks III the 
\\o rld lI ith impl ications for th inking abolilthe rdationship bet \\ een the 
dil inc and SOCial orders," Whcn po"cr IS seen in the tCIll I)()ra l \\o rld. it 
is being exe rCised I ia instruments. ·llle king is not sacred , lllc social 
ordcr IS not sacred Persons. th ings and IIlslitut ions do not cmbod~ sacred 

b , ·· O-" d ·" 1)OlI er. ut mere ~. e"erc!se It as vu or allls. 
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I10th Catholics and Rcfomlcd S:1II the Eucharist as an csscllIlal bond of 
unitl . prol Idi 11£ n,)concil i:uiotl 1><:1\\ ce ll people. Out. as E I wood c)';plai liS, 

French protcstallts could not conceile of the social hod~ prosllCring 
\,hClllh, sacrament \13S tllmed into an UlSlrumCnI of Idolalr:- Cathohcs 
could not cJ\lisagc the SUf\ 1\ a! of soc ict~ i f Christ lIas not 
ackno\dcdgcd to be immanent in the ElIch:ui stic cleme nts. and the\' 
regarded Protestant charges of idolatry as 110 morc than all aUcmp\ t~ 
dcstrO\ the sacrament. c>;pel from the realm all media o f dil;llc grace 
:md pOlle t and olcrtum the social order In comm UllIt lCS II hose members 
could not subscribe to ::l COUlmon understanding of the Euchan sl. thell. 
the s:lcrcd center lost its il1tcgmlilc and unifving capacity and 110 1011ger 
could resist the eentnfug31 forces th rca tenll1g to issue in social chaos.1' 

Thus there comes to be no middle ground. no politically tenable room for 
compromise 111e Fl\:neh Wars of Religion arise as these modcs of 
undersl:1nding the Eucharistic symbol :1nd the action of pOll er ill society 
coll ide. Catholic polcmical literatllrc c"ploils '11le Troubles." ' as wel l a"s 
conflict III Gcnnall~. to shall th:11 tampering \Iith the doctrine of thc 
Euchanst produccd discord. dissenSion and I iotcnce . When riots and 
milital") cngagements began. a Catholic. Gcnli:1l1 Hern:t. look ,11111 at 
Protestant Eucharist ic doctrine. 

The 31m of the PrOtestants. l-!e rlet claimed. \las to brlllg an end to the 
C;ltholic re ligion. -10 dlllc the king from his kingdom :lIId to kill allthc 
pr~ests " TIte panicular Stf3t cg~' the~' employed lIas to dest rOI " this flOn 
f31 th th~1 the precious bod~ ~nd blood of Jesus Christ Ilhieh i's offered to 
God b~ the dl~rch for the sins of the Iii ing and the dC:ld. the priest being 
the IIlI.nlstcr. IS really :lnd in fact Ihe Euchanst."" Ha\ll1g "pcrsuaded 
~;3Jl~ 111 IhlS klllgdom"' tll:ll Christ is not rcalll in the sacra l11ent. thn 

1:1\'e c::lUscd them to t:tke lip :tnllS agalilst thei r pri nce and against th~ 
\\hote churdt."'); 

Such \\ r.llers IIcn[ on to nsc the image of the bo(h of Christ to call for the 
amput;]lIon of dlscascd members.]..I , 

III COI1[rast. Refomlcd trac ts did not SI}Cci fl thc conl1.:ctiol1 betwecn 

.. 
• EI\\ood. P f f 2. Ci[il, "-'" H 
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" . H Elwood. p, 14() 
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Eucharist and political eommitmcncs- chis \\ould on l~ h:tl'e made them 
marc I'ulnei.lble to charges of sedition. " But tile dots lI ere there 10 be 
connected. As Ehlood putS it. "Something b.1S1c to Refomled teachll1g_ 
[he iconoclastiC impulse e"prcsscd in sirictures on Idol::lI~ 3Jld gllcn 115 

most potent symbolism in the denial of Chns(s bodi l ~ preSCnee III the 
Eucharist- produced an obstacle to their rcndering homagc to am 
tcmp0i.ll sol'ercign."· 1<> Cah in himself lIas !X> l iti calJ~ conserl'ati\'~ . 
urgi ng obediencc to thc authorit ies in pbec_ But. allcr his death. 
Refornled thcologians lIorked out a [heoIO£~ of resistance 10 !l'ranl1l 
b.1scd on the idca Ihat only God deserves absolute obedienee_ 11le rools 
of such teach i ng call be fOllnd ill Call m . s saeramelllal el::1i m5. accord ing 
to Elwood . 

The Call'inist doctnne of s.1cramenlal sigluficalion II lth l IS 

critic ism of the 1I0lion ch::1t 1>OIIer might inhere III temporal lOCI 
m:1\' be scen as::1 Jl::1f::ldigm U!X>11 Il hieh critiCisms of political 
::1l1thority might be based . 

In addilion. bcC::1I1SC of their lIide dlsscmlnation in Icmacular print. 
Refomlcd Eucharistic ideas Iler.: 

::1elllall ~ in a posi tion to innucnce direc[ly public discourse ::1lld 
popul::1r undcrstandings of the S::1ercd. soc ic t ~. aud Ihe n:ttuTC of 
tellll>orall)Qller_J1 

The Refonncd social ideal lias Ihe cOlllmunion of saints. '1110se \\ho 
participate in the Lord' s Suppcr. the sh:lrillg ofChnst"s bodl and blood. 
arc joined together into the 111~'sti e::1 1 bod~ of Chris t. '~ While th is 
rllndalilen taJl~ sh::1p':s [he church _ its effects should c,tend bc~'ond the 
ch urch 10 ~icld social integration and ordcr in SOClct~ A s Eillood 
e.~]l l ams. 

Socictl . ::1S thc Reformed e~p<.:ricnccd it. was 1I0t in any scnse 
s.1cr.:d·. in fact. as ::1 reflection of the f::1l lell hUlilan beings IIho 
constituted the secular cOllllllunill. it lias beliel'cd to be 
naturalh chaotic and resistant to [he kind of ordcrlllg Ihe Spl nt 
i m posc('1 0 11 I hc ch II reh t hrollgh thc sacramcnt of Ch rist" S SUP1}Cr. 
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NCI'crthclcss. profane socic,~ might be remade to renee! the 
dillllC redemption of IIfc _and so pro\ldc a s~litablc contcxt for 
(he COllHn\lnit~ of the r:lIt~f\11 alld a place In \Ihich all til es 
might sene [0 glonf~ God. 

Such a ch;lIlgc could be \\rought naturall y b) Ihe cUillulnt; vc c fTcct of 
changed tiles. but Call11~i SI S al~ urged cxpli.cil eITons 011 the pan of 
mdil Iduals and COllll1llllll llCS to bnng about SOCial S.11lCIi ficatioll:IO) 

The Ilri ma!) 1001 for crcal iug the communion o f saints \\as the liturgl. 
mcludlllg the fcnclIlg of the table. 11 II as understood to be "essent;al io 
the nght ordering of 1I0rsiliP :llld the life of the cOllllllunity" to c."elude 
th~ l11:lI1ifcstly 1I11\\ onh} , Eillood again. 

nis deril ed frOI11 the judgment of Calvin and his colleagues in 
mLllist~ that Ihe liturgical act of COlll munion a[ Christ's table 
mUSI serle as a faithful and genuine reflect ion of [he mlsllcal 
bod~ [hal II as actuall~ constitutcd through Ihe instrumenl 'of Ihe 
sacramcnt. 'n lC symbol ic efficac~ of thiS mc;[ I of coml11OI1 U1110n 
ill Christ. [hal i ~, [he c.1pacilY of thc SUllper 10 lruly represcnt the 
Ulllt\' ~f Chns[ s bod~, \\'ould be compromised if Ihe IgnOraJlt , 
[he, falth!fss. and , 1Il1rcp~ntant sinners shnred Ihe menl Ili lh 
bellevcrs '" TIlls Ilouid profnne Ihe saeraillent and dishonor 
God It Ilo~ld , also sea.nd:1lizc the fallh ful 1'1011 could the 
S:1eram~nl bnngmg ;[bonl Ihe union of slims Ililh Christ fal l 10 

dlserilmnalC bctllccn saints :1nd s ll1ncrs')~ : 

TIlus the Euehanst \\'as understood to definc the boundanes of hoh 
COmmUl1ll l' It scfl'd ao 11,'0 ' bol ' ' : ' , " • ".~ m IC center of the Refomled l,ro;"1 of 
ceclCSlaS\1cal d r 'n ' ' 

, ' . . ISC IP lIle lose \\'ho needed rcbllke should accel)! II and 
rc orm thei r hl'cs subsc I I" . " I ' . quem \' wlIlg 111 hanllony ;[s one bod\' Those 
II 10 r~Slsled repentanec lI~rc ex""I I' d f,o I I' , .,..~ ~ III e lUre I . 

11lus the ecclesial colll l1l unih marked itself off from the bro;[der 
SOCICI\ thaI IIlclnded bolh h' " , , ' . I e alth ul and Ihe unrc"ener;IIC bl 
atl"mpllng \l1[hul ccrt . I' ' . ::> • 

I 
" alll u1IIls. to mallltain ilsd f as ;[ sociell' of 

lie salOtS and It em,l 'd I ' ' , o~e t Ie social sYmbol oflhe Eucharist as 

;;-;" E:-:-:-:----1\\000. p UH 
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the table of Christ and persuasIve and eacrelle techlllqtlcs 
ccntcrcd about [Ius s~mbol to adllcle thaI end ·1 

TIlc power to discipline did nol cxtend beyond the church, so "here 
French Protcstan,ls li vcd undcr Catholic nilers. thc~' eOllid not influCIlCc 
social sancti ty di rectly. But IIherc l)rOlestants IIcrc in cilic leadership 
they (;QuId do Illore . As Ehload cxplains, . 

Since the ~c~onllcd belicled il to be thc dUI~ or magistr.l!es to 
support religion and promotc the cil il rightcousness condUCl vc 
to its \lcl fare. sceular fil le rs IICTe called upon to cmplol thelf 
pallcrs of coercion ill attempting 10 create :l socml bodl that 
might aspire to correspond to thc ordcr of peac~ and 
righteousness that prcvailcd in Christ' s spirilu:l1 kingdom .... 

Thus Etlch:lTlSlic tC:lching sh:lpcS Rcfonncd Idcas about thc na[u fC of 
church and socict~ nlC SUPl'Cr becomes a Sl mbol of social holincss 
coolrasling II ilh representalions of socict\ dcfi'k-d bl the Idolatfl of the 
mass. Whcreas it had unified and lllteg~ted \lidcr' $OC1c\1 In the latcr 
/-o'liddlc Ages. it becamc a badgc of re ligious groul) idcnti'fic:llion 'nlis 
llccc~saril~ weakcncd thc ol'c rarchlllg lies of Frellch socictl .J ' Frcnch 
Calvi nists C:lmc 10 scc thelllseh'cs as alicns in Ihc land : Catholic efforts 
at c"tirpation confmncd Ihis SC IlSC 

TIlliS II hilc Call in c"hortcd obedicnce to nlleTs, his rc\\orklllg of 
S:1cramental undefSt:1ndings of the relationship bc\llcen Ihc Sign and the 
signified. Ius assert ion of the tr.lIIsccndence of dil lI1e poll cr. and IllS :lim 
to foml :l hol ~ bod~ of Christ in the church. IIhcn tllmed loosc in [hc 
public discourse of si"teenlh-ccnllll') France. fl.lplured thc \I ider 
comll1\1l1it~' inlO compding groups cach el;liming Eucharis\lc \ln i t ~ . 

Tuming nOI\ from sixtccnlh-cenlun ' Fr:lnce to ni netcenth-ccnlUrv 
Amenca, from Cahin and hi s Catholic opponents to Nelill and his 
"Puritan" anlagonists, \I c ag.un fin d the Eucharist at lhe tentcr of debates. 
It is gcncmlly acknolllcdgcd that Ncdn II":lS :l falth rul readcr and 
presenter or Call In: 1 \\ ;11 not tl')' to makc that ;[ rgumenl here Whal 1 
\lill seck to do IS to poi nt Oul Ihat differenceS in conle"t mean that 
similar asscrtions nO\1 hal c differ..:nt resonances and implications. As Ihc 
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Catholics lIen: to Cah in. so N CI'jn \\'35 to man~' of hi s American 
con t~ lllporan cs Some or lhe dC\ clopmcnts that Call in encouraged in the 
Si\lccnth CC111Uf'\ 11 0\\ S<.:c rn to NCI in [0 need to he reined 111 . Bo th Calvin 
3I1d NClin tallgln a polcnt but non-locali zed rcl ':lI ionship bclllcCIl tl\c 
bread:md \I me and the bod~ and blood of Ch ris!. \V11 ilc Call'ill had lri ~-d 
10 keep the 1\\ 0 scJXlratc in the face of the Rom:ln Catholic insistence on 
a corporal presence in !lIe clements. Nevin trics to assert a rca! 
relationship 1x1\Ict:n them in the face of Puri lan IllcrnoriaJislll . Cah ill 
\\'lS accllsed ofbc ing rationalistic and dcstroying true comillunity: Nevin 
accuscd his opponents of rauonal ism and bei ng COll lem \I jth a 
mcchanjcall ~ or c"tcnlall~. miller than organically (intcmalh). created 
COllllllllllity . I10lh discuss thc Euctw.rist in tcnllS of hO\I GO(r s pOwer is 
pro.:SCIlC and operatil;: III the \\orld. Ilith Cahin stressing dil'inc 
trallscClldcnce ~lId NCI IIl highlighting the inC:lm:lti0l1:11 life of Christ. 
Thlls thc connection assc rted betwccn Chris t and thc e lemcnts of thc 
Eucharist is again ke~ to understaJ1ding the fomla1l011 of cOllllllunity 

,\ s In sl"teelllh-centu '")' France. theology in ninetee nth-Ce ntury America 
\\.as a matk r of public debate . Nevin sought to respond ' to public 
clreumStanCl'$ and elcms .... As Richard Wcntz h:ls said :lbout Nel'in's 
tli coIO£) . .-J; I ~ IIl cam;'ltlonal thought. thcrefore public t heo log~ ' . pu blic 
diSCOUrse. \\ CIHZ also polntcd OU I. that Nel'in lIas doing theology in 
the comp;ul} of strangers. as thcn: Ilcre so man\ rel igIOUS options in 
Amenea."

1 
Willie .Ncl in lIas convi nced th:ltlhc ch;l reh II:lS thc engine of 

hISlO,")'. carrYll1g II fomard to the esehaton and ils 011'11 fu lfi ll ment he 
saIl lit~1c in IllS contempora '") setting th:lt obI iOllsly confimled ~his 
COllllChon. Rmhcr than a common bodl·. the ch ur~h seemed to be 
sp li ntered into scl f-sclcctcd groups that I;ad li tt le senS( of the Il hole. 
stresSing pnl;'l\c ,,,dglll'ni ' I dO ' . . . . . ~ illS ca . n a na tlon:l! polJ tlcal lel'e1. mtemal 
knSIOlls Il crc nsmg tOll ard war. 

16 [n NCIIII 'S 1I~lugUr.I[ ~dd ' 
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In thiS ,contc'l: t N~' in l\I'i tes I)nssionn tcl~ on [he Euehorisl. sceing it as 
[he Ichld e b~ IlhlCh the nell ercntlon begun 111 the Incal11ntiol1 COIIIIll\lCS 

to come inlO hislory, Could IlllS provide the "s\,lllbo lic rcal il\''' thai n 
public fai th needed to transccnd. in Well tz's' Ilords. "the' rational 
judgmcnts ond demands of liS I :mcgolcd eonst i t uenc~ "'/"" Such a 
symbolic re:l lity wou ld need to be prese nted in "lyrical " !nnguage. able to 
ilIOle people. to call them beyond themseh es. to prol ide hope. more 
than olTe ri ng argu mentat ion or infomlnt ion. Welliz II rites. 

TIle l ~ rical speech. nccording to John Nel·in. is thc Inngungc of 
the 11l~ stical presence. of m~ shcal ullion. it is hope brought to 
fl ublic expression by Ihe life of thc chu rch ill its li tu rg~ and its 
5.1CrnmeIllS. It is language about 'n COlenOIH bcllleen a pefSOual 
God and a conlrl1\1n i l~ . thai IS greater th:ln thc 511111 of its p~UK of 
a reality tlwt is morc than I>r;vatc IIldivldunls separnt cl~' or 
collectively considered ~1 

Nevin introduces 711c A~\'s/l('(lf "reSt'lIe., b~' asserlmg Ihe cen trali t ~ of his 
SII bJcct to the greal qllest ions of eOll tem porar'\' Ii f c 

As th..: Euchnrist fo rms Ihe le-: hcan of the II hole Chrisliall 
I\·orship. so it is clear Ihat the ent in: question of the church. 
\\hich a ll a rc compelled to ncknoillcdge- the grenl life IJrobkm 
of the age- centers ultimateh in the 5.1cralliell t:l1 question as Its 
il1most he:l rt al1d core <I . 

As lIe sec the Euchnnst. al e rs NCiin. so lIe 1IIII tlilderstand our age. 
Nelinlhcn proceeds to :lrglle thal lll :ln~ Amencan Christians hale fa llen 
al\a~ frOlll n faithfu l undcrstandi ng of the 5.1Crnmellt as c~ pounded b~ 
Cahill in the sixteenth ccntllfl . odumbrnted bl the e:l rll church Fmhers. 
and IIh ill1 :1I c1~' caught ill SerilJlllre His gn:at 'hope is tilat bl' I n~ illg Ollt 
sound leaching. IX'ople II ill underst;Uld h011 God Ilorks 111 the Ilo rid and 
II i 11 lo~ asidc [hc crippl i I1g pri I at Ism. u[ I I itariamsm. nnd sllbj(,ct i I I Sill of 
f\l11 c ric~n religion Thus the Iln~ n 1:l~ be opcned for Ihe Iwblie grollih of 
Ihe kingdom of God ': Because el'ef\thi ng tru!l spiri tual Ili ll seck :lll 
c"tcillal form. according to NCI in. a ~Ol11l11ll11it~ ·of fai th III ing in Christ 
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\\ill trnnsfonlllhc political community in \\hich it is embedded.}) 

As lIe 10m \0 NCIlil's \\riung III 'OIL' !d),slIcall'rt',\"Cllcc. we do Ilell to 
note that [hccoll1mllnil~ NCI!n has in mind is lhal of the church cathol ic. 
He is 110 1 so Illuch mlerestcd in the community life of part icular 
congregations (though as 311 educator of pastors. that \I as no doubt never 
f:aT from his mind). or of the Gcmlan Rcfonncd Church (though he 
\alued ils pa rtlcubnl~). or of the broad..:r Rcfonncd fami ly of churches 
(though he thought onhodo,,~ III Ihis part of the world depended 
slgnifican!l ~ on thC IT hcallh). but 10 the chureh-the church as a di"mc 
(reallon \\ithm hl5(01) stretching from the AIKlSilcs to the cschatoll . the 
church thaI "II\ C5 in Ihe world:lS 3 mystical presence that illumin:ucs Ihe 
public dimensions of c,\ lslenec:'''' In th is. NC\in is likc his sixteemh­
century forebears. looking;u thc large picture of h011 socie(~ should be 
fonn~d, He is hopeful that the Unlled Stales Ili ll be the theate r in I,hich 
a ne" unfolding of the di,ine in history \\i ll take place ," 11lus he is 
al\\"a~'s commst IIIg his I Ision of the ehll rch to the pselldo-commun i tics of 
the sects he sees around him , 

Let us begin Ilith symbolic signification. As ElI,ood claim..:d for the 
si.'\ tecllth centui').the "problem common to all Refonned articu lations of 
EuchariSlic doct ri Ile lis 110 demonSI rate how God ' s grace can be e ITecti I'e 
through Signs Ihatllc\"e r become one \\ith the signi fi ed realil," '" Nevin 
lakes up th is theme llith gre:l t I'igor. but he docs so. not ngninsl a 
Cathohc assertion of localuility between sign and signi fied. but against 
\,hal he secs as the dominant American denial of anI" conneclion 
bcllIL"C1l Christ and the elemcnts. NCI'in :lsserts Iha\ in Ihe E;,charislthen.: 

is:I fl.'al presencc. III opposi tion to the notion that Ch rist's flesh 
and blood:lre not made present to the communicant in all\" "al ; 
a "/1Ir;llItil rcall)rcsencc. in opposi tion to Ihe idea Ih:ll Christ's 
bod~ IS III Ihe cicmellls in a local or corpor.lImanncr. <) 

NCI in relurns to C:lI, In ' fA '" . , . s use 0 ugustllle III dlscussmg ho\\ Sign :U1d 
slwuficd :Ire re l:ued ~ffi · bo I . . , . . .. Imllllg t 1 their dlstllletlOn and their 
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cOIiJunction 1·1e II rites. 

ICall'inl docs. to be sure. say of the signs thai Ihe~ hal'e no 
li rtue or force 11\ themsehes:ls such. Augustine S.1~S the same 
thing. But both Cahm and Augustine hold the lransaetion 10 be 
more than \\hat fall s upon the senses. In this liell. it is held to be 
lrul' and Jlrope rl ~ Ihe foml under IIhieh and b~ IIhich- through 

• • • the Spmt- Chnst IS madc present. 

Nelin lIIsists Ihal distmgulshing belllccn sign and signi ficd properl~ 
prescnes the renl connection \I.ilh CI.uist. I.n the second ])..1rt of. IllS 
[re:lUSC. NC' II\ eonl rastS the Punlan IIC\\ "Ith Ihc Rcfonnatlon I lell. 
IIlsistmg 0 11 the objccu l"e clmfacter ortlle saer.lIl1ent. 

11lc grace of the s.1crament comes from God: but it cOllles as 
such under the sacrament as its tllle and prop<.:r form: nOI 
inhermg in the clemcnts indeed. olltllardly consid<.:red: bll t still 
UI\"sterioush lodged. h' Ihe po"er of the Holy Spiri t. in Ihe 

. • • 'Q 

S.3cr.:lln..:nta I transaction :IS a II hole , 

This s~mc comparatile section gil'es insight not just into Nevin's 01\11 

understanding. but also into the mid·nineteenth-century public life of the 
Eucharistic s,'mbol, It releals thc II a,' the Lord's SUPJXr]lI:l~cd in public 
theological d·,seourse. Ihe resonal.lce~ it had fo r many , For iuSlance. il is 
I'lelled as "full of inl..:n'::5t. signi ficance. and po\\er." but IS not a 
"nll'ster.·" or a ··miraele.""" It Instructs as a simililude or picturc.

bl 
It 

excites ;noral eooperalion \llth Ch rist. but docs nOI cOl1\'e~ the subSI:lnce 
of Christ' s life to the bcl le\Cr ~ It focuses on the dil i nit~ of Christ and 
hiS spiritu.11 prese nce. bul tends to underplay his hllmanit~ ,~l I II general. 
it promotes pious thoughl alld feeling.'" 

1'\01\ did such s\lbj ecti \ll ~ ari se. if C~hin had I:lught OIhel"\lisc'! 
According to Nel in. 1I1111e Rome suessed Ihe autho ri[~ of the gencral 
ol er the indllidual.lhc objcetllc Olcr subj('etll c. Protestants mOH:d ill 
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the oppoSllC di n:C[lon In stressing the need for f;'ith to make the 
obJectllc in the saCr.lrllCIlI bccol1l~ personally c~cc'i \'c. Ihe rcfonncrs 
sought to be mon: f3ilhful to sCTlptuml 1'I,:\'.,:I3110n But this Icd to a 
dedi IIi ng confidence ill the rehabi IiI )' of the objecti vc di vi IlC presence in 
Ihe sacrament and b~ the cighl Ct:nlh CCIl Ill r). man~ rational Protestants 
h:ad 110 c\pcctalion of supcmalurnl paTl iClpalion And so NCI'in cbims. 

RallOlllhsl1l IS 100 sptr/flllIf to make much :Jccount of Outward 
fonns and ser.·iccs in an~' sort of religion All m llst be resol ved 
in10 Ihe C\Crcls.;:S of the worshiper's 0\111 mind. '. TIle 
S.1.cr.:uncrus. of coul'Se. become signs :md signs 01/(1'. Any p(mer 
thc~ llIa~ h:lIc is not (0 be found in 111('111, but altogether in suth 
usc ll1.::rcl ~ :IS a plOIiS soll l 11l:l~ be :'Ible to make of thcm. as 
("'C(I,'Wn.~ for q lIICI.:.;:11 i IIg its OIl n devout tho ughts :'Ind feel i ngs.M 

I nt~nns of [lie analysis Ehl(xxi has prol ided.thi s means that bclllecll 
[he si"tcenth and the nineteenth centuries. the connectioll that Calvin 
sought to anlcui:lte bctllccn the sign 3nd the signified in the Eucharist 
did 1101 hold. TIle objeetllc II:'IS losl as the su bJeclivc appropriation 
focused 011 thc signs 1135 elevated Th is l>crceiled I\ eakncss is confinncd 
b) NCI'ln 's al1clnpl 10 improve on (:'Ilvin in Ihe section emitled "All 
AUcllIpt t,o .Place,the Doctrine in Its Proper Scientifi c FOOlI , " NCI in says 
that Cahm s IlIslstcnee Ihm Chnst"s bod~ is located 111 heal en \\hi le m 
the s:lI~e , lUn c m:lll1taining [hal it is thc source of th..: nell life cOIII'e\'ed 
to (hnstlans. calls for a "Iiolent and a\\ kward" necd to gC[ spatia llv 
s~paratcd ent lllcs together. "No wonder:' NCI in sal'S, "lh:1t l11en of less 
dialectIC subtlet) than the great theOlogian himseir \\ere at a loss to 
makc anI thin, out of 5 I -, ' , , ' 
, ' ' , IIC I a SCernrng contradictIOn In ICfms'- Calvin 
r~hcd 011 the miraculous " f ' " cnng~ 0 tie 1'1011 SPIn [ to ensure a re 31 
panlclpallon III Omsi b, .''''~ . , , 

bl
' eOllncetmg ..,dlel crs II lth e lmst s nesh 

cna IIlg thell1 to partici,"" b . f , - , ,, - ' - ., , . " 
k ~ ali I III Its 1IIIel irtue Nel ill thinks II 

rna cs more sense to lalk inst'ad bo f h · . Ch . " _ ~ a ut :111 IIlSCrt lllg one Into Ihe h fe of 
rlSl an tillS rCeCII'II1, "th' " . '. c organiC all' of Ch rist' s hUlllan life," all 

org:UII Zlng pnnel llie sha )' , I . 
Ilro\lmit , ~, ,~ , " I llig gro\\tl , \\llIch doesn'l require sp.ltial 

~ , .~ IS tr.lIlg to C~,)n::ss ,I, ' , 
Si'''lIfl'' . ' , I ~ eonllce\lon Ix:tllecll sIgn and 

<>" ~ III a Ilal [hal \ll ll ~o . h-' « ' 

6< NCI ill PI' 113-1 
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A III1C T TI~lyer 

mon:: s.111sf:Jctoril~ , 

In part thn::c o f '/11(' A'~I 'sll('{/1 Prcsence, II hcn Nc\in most 
stralgh t for\l'ardl~ states his understanding o f the s.lcr:unent, he IllSISIS 
that grace is objecti,'cly l)resent and re turns to thc language of signs. 

The sign :'Ind the thing signified arc. by Christ's insti tll tlon, lll~ste ri o ll s l ~ 
bound together. so as to foml in the sacramental transaction one and the 
s.1me presence, Not as though the last II cre in ::lIly \\a~ mcluded in thc 
first. as its local or ma tc ri:JI reeep t:Jc le , "111c conj unct ion is in no sense 
such as to change at all the nature of Ihe scnSlble sign. in itself 
considcred, or to bring il into any physH.:al II1110n IIlth the gf:Jec il 
represents Bllt still the 1110 fo rnl one presence, Along lIi th thc out\\ ard 
sign, is exhibitcd ahlays al Ihc saille tillle the represented grace. TIle 
Uilion of the one II Ith the other is mystical. and pccul i:Jr altogether to thc 
nature of :J sacrament. but it IS nOt for this reason /('\,\'rc:J1. but onl~ a 
great dealll/o/,(' real than it could Ix: possi bly under :'Illy n::ltural and local 
foml '" 

Like Call ill before him , Nel in wants the conneClion \\ ith Christ 10 be ::IS 
real as poSSible, grounded in the lIa~ dll in..:: 1)O\\er operates in the \\orld 
The rcaJlt~ of thi s link is Ilh..::rc the 1)oI,crof[he Euch:Jris t lies, providing 
Ihe gluc b~ Ilhich the fonnallOll of communities ma~ take place. Nevin 
asserts, 

61 NClill P 177, He coll ti nlles in his IlC\I poill!. --TllC I isib le and IllC illl isible 
:lIe diITcrell1. :J lld ., e1. III lhis case, the~ n~I,1 1I0t be disjollled , The,l nOli IOb'Clher 
III Ihe COllSlillilioll or olle :lIld the S; 1Il1C S:!C I;UIIClll. Ncuher or lhe 11\0 is the 
sacrmnClll. :Ibstmelcd from IIIC Ol her, TIIC ord il~IIICC hotds 111 IIIC $;lel:mlCHt:11 
Ir.msaclion. "hiel! iZlCllides Ihe presc nce of belll lllC 011C n ~lIcna ll~, fo r tllC 
senses. Ihe OI lier Spi rih~lIh, ror f:li lll Christ 's bodl is 1I0t ill or IIlldcl' the bre:ld. 
Iocall~ considered, Slil i. II~ poller of his life in lhis fOflll is ,lCh~lIl~ e\hibitcd at 
lhe same lillie ill Ihe 1111 SIC,,' of Ihe S:lcr. lI11cn l. The onc is :IS In"l :l1Id It:llh 

prtsclll in IIIC iliSl il n liol~ ,IS lilC olher. TllC elenlCllIS are 1101 si mp" sigZl ific:1II1 of 
1 1~11 \lhich l llC~ represcZlI. :1$ scr.i1lg 10 bril1g II 10 nund b.1 IIIC 1~ l p or pre, ioliS 
kllClIIlcdgc, The~ ,II'C lhe pledge or ils :lcw;11 prescl1ce :IIKI powcr, The.I' are 
bolilid 10 II ill llll she~1. $;lC l:lIl1Clllat UIlIO ll more illl il1~11Ch. lie n~11 $;1\', 11~111 I ' , " 
11\:,1 1I0uid bc if thel IIcre Imde to il1cllldc II ill Ihe "al of ;!C II ~l t local 
COluprellCliSlon, There is fn r IllO fC, 1lICII, t t~1 1I It lC mere eO IlII1 IC I1IOr.ltion of 
Chnsfs dealh, Wonh~ recclI'ers p;In:lkc also or his bod~ :lI1d blood. II ilh ali lhis 
~ IIcfll S: lh rough II IC IJO\\ cr of Il lC Bol) Spiri!. to IllCi r spiriw:1I IlO llrislimc 111 .1l1d 
groll th In t;r.ICC ," (p I7li) 
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Am thi.'01'\ of the Eucharist \Iil l be found 10 accord closely II Ilh 
the'llcII that is taken. at the same time. of the nature of the union 
ge llemlh bcllleen Christ and hiS pcople. WhateH:r the life of the 
behel cr'may be asa II hole III this relat ion. it must determine the 
fonn of thiS eomiliun ion \1 ith the 5:1\ ior in the sacrament of the 
supper. as [he cell tral rcpresentation of its significance :lIId 

po"er <>II 

To IllS contempor:.ries. Nel'in sounds ve,)' Catholic here . In the sixteenth 
ceulluy. Call'ill had sought to teach a real spiri tual presence over again st 
Roman Catholic corporal presence. IIhich seemed to them much morc 
""rea!. "" Hcrc Ncvin is tl)ing to maulla in Cahin's middle ground. but the 
leI) assenlon of a ""real"" presence is morc than manl' o f his felloll 
Protestants lIould gra.nt. While Cah lll's teaching seemed to his 
cOlltempornries to dimill ish the expectation of the Eucharist as a 
po\\crfnl and obJectl1 e means of delll"enng grnee. Nel in" s [caching scelll 
10 e"pand th is c"pcctal ion While Call III lias parllcularh kcen to aloid 
idolat!) and the limi[a[ion of God. Nevin is more eonccmed to avoid the 
full reruOlal of divine action from the SaCl':nllenl. In both cases. those 
assenlng IIha[ they sail' as a "more real"" presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. believed !hm [he "objccti"i! \' of thc div ine prescllec in the 
sacramcl11 II as ... thc I'cry essence of the t:1ith . " ~ ' 

In addition to soLindilig Roman Catholic by mSlsting on the objective 
presence of Christ' s body and blood i II the 5.1cr.1II1ellt. Nel in al SO sounds 
Roman Catholic III st ressing the llilponance of thc teaching tradition of 
the church. Al though he confesses thaI scnptu re is the true test of 
doctrine. and del'otcs Ihe final segmenl of the /l./pllml PreSt'IIe..' to 
"~Iblical Arglllnen.t." Ilk! IIhole tellor o f [he lIork. is onc o f respect for 
hlstol) and Chnsllan tradi tion As ROIll:lIl Calholic polemicists in the 
sl),;tcenth cell llll) argucd :lgainst Calvin [hal corrcct biblical 
IIlh,:.rprel:ll~On ",as al':l lIable only lIithi li thc church. so Nevill argues 
agalilst pnvate Judgmclll III fm'or of thc long·standing ··fecling·· of the 
chll~ch about .thc real presence of Christ in Ihe Eucharist. From Ihe 
earl,lest ccntufles .orthe church. Nevin says. "the sac rament lias felt ... 
to mlohe nOI SlllIpJy a mcmorial of Christ"s sacrifice. btl! the \'er ... 
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power o f the sacrifice itscl[ as made present in his glorlficd Me ""II 

In ad,dit i.on .to comlllitm~nt to e)';cgcticaJ and [caching tradition, respect 
for 1I1slllut1OIIai authonl~ had also charactc ri ~cd si"tecllth-centul'\ 
Catholics. As Ehlood has sholl II. thc~ fearfull~ anticipated that ;f 
'"5.1crnmental efficac~ docs not proceed from the clelllell ts that :Ire the 
sole possession of the church but is instead bolllld up II ith fallh. a 
possession of the individual:· then the need ror the inslihltion of the 
church or. for Ih::1t 1II::1l1cr, an~ hicrarchical instilution lIould be gre:lth· 
dimini shed, Indi viduals lIould lIield 1>OIIcr in the [cllll>orai spherc alld 
the integri' ... of the comlllul1it~ lIou ld be up for grabs.1: 

By the tilile I\e get to the nmeteenth ccntll l). these fcars 110 longer seelll 
so frighte ning. Instead the~ secm to maJl~ Amcricans to be the nOllllai. 
and indeed. good lIal 10 o rganize socie t~. Democratization is a \lnlle. 
not a threat. 

1·10\\ thcn docs COIllIllUlllt~ fonn ]l rope rl ~· I ia the Eucharist" Not. 
according to Nel in. on Ihe baSIS of subjective appropri:l[ion or the 
IIICSs.1ge of the brcad ami II inc. '111is 1I1USt happt.:n In the realm of 
spiri tua l rC:lli ty. Nelin's favori tc met:lphors for [he church. the 
cOlllnlllnit \' nourished on Ihe Euch:l n s\. Slress the sh:lring Or:l slIlglc lire 
through all its parts- the I Inc and the branches. Ihc body. Nel in 
ackno lllcdgcs Ihat "t\ COlli ilion political corpor.1l ion ma~ indeed be 
rcprcsented b\' the same c0I11I)"1rison. so far as the idc:l of lIIutual 
subscl'\ lency ~n the p.1n o f its mcmbers IS concemed · .11 But. like 
Cah 111 and in distinction from thc SI"teel11h (and ninCl~'e l11h)-centUI) 

Catholic ideal. a polillcal conl mlllllt~ can nCler be as deepl~ unified as 
thc bodl of Christ Nel in $..11 S. . . 

1111c l lllO c:lses :lre of a \\holl~ differenl ch::1r.1c[er: since the 
ground of ullil~ in thc church IS ahla~·s represen[cd b~ Paul 10.be 
of:l fa r decper 1I;lIu re th:ln is [0 be foulld :l1l~ ·lIherc clse. 1I0thlllg 
Icss. in f;lct. Ih;1Il the life or ChriSI himself. 1Il~·stic:l lI~ nOllillg 

. . . . /. 
through Its elll irc COllstlllilion 

Fo r NCI in. only thc ri ghl understalld II1g of the S::1C r.1ll1cnt C:lII aCColilit for 

" Nel III p. IllS 
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• 'II ' • ,~h "J[ is no I11c::chanical COllj UIiClion that makes them tile UllI t~ 0 )" elLl ,,. . 

one:' he II ntcs. 

The cas~ c"eludes the supposition of c\ cry thing like a magical or 
Ill~rch oull,ald tr:msfcr of hfe from Chri st to his people. such as 
is 11111;liOO 111 the dogma of tr:lI1slIbslant i:llion . [luI nei ther IS the 
COlljullction silllpl ~ spiri tual ist ic: for this \\o.uld be to resolve all 
at last into 3. mcrch moml character. In dlst iliction from both 
these cOllccptions. \~C sa~ of it that it is organic. in the fu llest 
sense of th istcnn TIle nel' human life in Chlls! reaches mer. as 
a central uncompounded force. by Ih(' .'if"m. into the persons of 
Chn st 's people. and there reveals itself. lIith constan tl ~' 
rcproducti"c CI1l::rg~. under the same fa lin , tnlc ah\'a~'s to its O\ln 
nature. unt ll:u length the II hole man- spirit. soul. and body- is 
tr.lllsfonned fulh ill to its linage." 

As 111Ih Call in. the hturg~ IS a I ital 1IIcans of EuchanstiC comnlunal 
forn1:l1l0n Sl'Cking 10 alOid a clai m thai the sacrament works {'X opal' 

oper(lw. Nel in is ::ulamantthm on l~ those actilcl~ cxercising their fa uh 
reeell'e Ihe sacramellt. 1110SC Ilho are not in a spintual state to diseem 
Ihe bod~ receile onl~' bare signs and these 10 their judgll1e l1l 7~ 'nl is 
eonllctlon Ilill elller Ihe Gennan Refonncd liturgy via the service of 
preparatloll The pastor is to address the connllunican(S. 

" 

" 

We hal'c to do here. not Il ith outw:ml signs onl~. but Ililh the 
hC:llcnl~ reahtles themscll es Ilhich these signs represenl ... 
Belllg of such high and all ful character. it is plain that the Lord's 
SlIppl:r can be right ly and safely approachl:d onl~ b~' those II ho 
are of a Inlll del out and religious mind .. If alll" of vou \Iho 
arc hue present. then. knOll" yourselves to be the II Illing" servantS 
of si n. being l\itholU repentance alld faith ... lIe solcmnl \" II ani 
and admOllish you. that ye presume not. so long as th is is your 
char.lcter. to come to Ihe table of the Lord . On the other hand. 
lIe cord iall~ IIlIite to th iS table all Ilho arc t ru l~ gneled and 
pcllltent for Ihelr sinS. II ho look to the Lord Jesus Chnst fo r 
nghteousncss and salla1l011. IIho abide in the fellowship of 111 5 
church. and IIho eamestly desire 10 l)Ossess IllS Spirit and 10 
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\\alk in IllS steps ... 11 

111e comlllUllion scrvice Itself cnds lIi,h ,h:mksglling that through the 
spiritual food rceeiled. lIe <Ire assured "th<lt lIe arc leTl mcmbers 
incorporate in the m ys,i cal body of I ell ristl :.7K 

Although not explici t in 1711' My.,·f/cal /'/"I'.It'IIn-. Nel· in an'lcip,:"ltcd that 
the growth of the m~ stical bod~ of Christ 1I0uid sIO\I I ~. orsanical1 ~ 
brlllg lIider eultufC under ItS guidance. shaping It un til Chnst lias <Ill and 
in all . L1,cr. after <I period of theologlC<ll "dlzzlness:' Neli ll confillned 
his pl<lce in thc Gem1an Rcfonned church. re l ~ IIlg on the dll i nc l~ gUIded 
processes of histoneal delc!opment to bring the chu rch to fullness and 
societ l' to the kingdom of God . 

In brief conclusion. lIe hale secn a Catholic and tllO IcrsiOIlS of the 
Refonncd ulldcrst<lnding of the presence of Christ In the sacrament of the 
Eucharist . III each case. the assert ions made conceming the conneCllon 
hctlleen the Euchanstic Signs .:md the Chrtst SIgnified lIere undl:rSlood to 
prOI ide the grounding unill for the cOlllmullities thm pa~tlClpate in Ihe 
snCr:l lllent . 1·1011 powe r Ilorks in Ihe Supper IS clnuned '0 hall: 
ramifications for hOIl 1)OIIer is concei vcd in brondcr socie t ~ and hOIl the 
church Itsclf ma~ gradually tmnsfonn IXllitical life ·i1lt1s. 110' 

sllrp ri sil1gl ~. in our 01111 tllent~- fi rst -cen'u ...... SC<lrch for COl1ll1lunll~. III: 

are directed bl thcse Ilrcdecessors in the faith '0 attend to and 10 
c3rcfllll~ anicu'late hOIl it is thaI Christ hlillscif is eonlllllllllc:Jted III the 
Eucharist. 

In <lddition. the <luthors to IIhom lie hare beCII listcnmg Sil'c us lIisc 
counsel for approncil i ns I hese m<ltters in OIl r Olin dal . EI ~I ood . s <l1l.<ll ~'SIS 
of the Impact of Euch<l nstic underst<lndi ngs 0 1~ .1 he fonna~ Ion of SOCICI~ ~ s 
groundcd in an almlysis of the "pllbh~ career of the~ Ideas I-Ie lIorks 
Imrd to dctemlille not just IIhal C<llIm and other li nters said. bnt :Jlso 
II hat ordina ...... peopll: made of them Wllilc he docs I~ol lllake a~~ cI,lI l1ls 
about his 0\\ n II ork of Ilisioric<ll thcolog~ for the dOl.ng of cOl1ten~!)or:l~ 
thcoloSI. he docs caU interpreters to pa~' attention 10 the public 

-, •. A 11 E>"allb..: lic;ll Cal hohe Ulurg~ : Prep;mltion ror lhe: Il ot~ COl1l1ll1l ll iO,I1"~ ~ 
I d '1'1 II " ',,, ... Theolo,' ,Eugene. OR. ,\ Ip JalllesHaSlingsNicho s.c .. It'. ('1"("' .' .' . : J(,7.1(>8 
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11lC3rl1ngs and popular modes of t~ought 3Ild practice"' that shape the hfe 
of s~ II1bols and fOIlTl their 111I:olog1c31 b.1ckdrop. As he says. 

Cnncalh rctlunkmg and restallng the contcmpora~ meanill!;: of 
f;lIth \\111 n:quirc attendmg carefully 10 the 1''''5('111 public life of 
theologICal ideas and rchgious s~ mbo:ls. the public discourses to 
\lhlCh Ihel give risco and the j).111Icular social and political 
conlC\lS in' II h ieh Ihc~' h:\I c the; r life. roJ 

Thus if the Eucharist is 10 be pertinent in OUf public cultivations of 
corn llHllllt ~. in addition 10 aniclllming sign and signified. \I"; must ask 
questions outside lhe th..:ological bo ... . What kind of public discussion is 
the Euchanst genef3ting") What 3n: the I:dues it cOl1\cys? What 
responses docs II elieif! HOII docs 1\ COllnect II ilh :Indlor challcng..: h011 
poller IS undeTSlood in our sociel~ '! HOII arc agcnc~ and instrum..:nlalitl 
eoncCl\oo'] HOll do eatll1g and commUlllt~ corrdatc'! Wher.: arc ttH: 
POIl1IS of COn1act that can cngagc the Eucharist in Ihe ke~' qucstions 
sUlTOundlllg Ihc fomlation and transfortllati on of church, SOCletl" and 
"".0 . 
We saIl Nelin au~nding 10 the contellllJ'Oral) undcrst:lI1dillgs thm the 
s~ lll bol orlhe Eucharist had in his dny as preparation for presell1ing his 
OIl n Icachlng, He lI"as aucnti I C to pres..:nt i ng his convictions in II aI's 1 hat 
Ilould make scnsc to his readers. When NeVin uscd contemPorary 
IIndcTSland.mgs of personality to improl"e upon C<lil'in. he sail this as a 
n.'al SCientifiC upgradc. "pl<lcing II under a fonn lI ilh IIhich elen thc 
~~~r:lCt understanding ilself call h:l\ e no good righl to find fau ll:''''' 

tough tlus sowlds IC~ dated to ollr cars, lIe do wetl to allend to the 
I\lsdom of NCIII1's claim 10 seck contempor.:u, fun ctlon<ll equl\ alents of 
older t h~'Ologlcal insights. As Nel'm clai med . 

We ho ld fast to the subs\aJlce, \lIllie, for the ve rv s<lke of doms 
SO' .".C ~l1de~\'or to place it in a better fonn ... i.Ve cl mg to the 
',Id. n,', lIS life. ho\\ cl'er. rather Ihan bl' slavish ndhesion 10 its 
cller . 

Thus. if tile church IS to 
pan of 01. d ' ~ present a spllllual real presence as a fundam ental 

Ir OCtnn~ and life together. il needs to do this in a Ila~ Ihat 
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makcs contempor.l!) scI~se. Clen Il hite ackllOlIlcdglllg nn IfTcduelble 
lelel of ~.I~ ste!)·. Wc do~~} CI:J>Cct to C:lSt tillS "seienl1ficall):' bill can \Ie 
cast II . post.modeml~ In Ihe last scveral decades. philosophers. 
theo.l ogla~s and pundI ts hn\'c had a fasei n<ltion lIuh language. "ith 
SIgnlfieatlon .. " IIh the 1I0rids that \lords create. This is a natural point of 
connection II Ilh thosc shaping public discourse. and one that conlwcts as 
lie hal'e seen. lIith the hcan of the maUer. . 

For Ca lvi n and for Nevin, the Eucharist was an organizing principle for 
li fe. When Nevi n talked about the life of Chri st beillg gil'Cll in Euehansl. 
he envisioned it as the spirit\lnl genetic lemplate that ellnbles the faithful 
10 groll into Christ. For Call in. the Eucharist created the 11I\'stlcal bod\' 
of Christ and org<lnt led It lIi th ligor In our postmodcn~ era. broad 
"organizing prinCiples" arc suspecl But. I'm inclined to find hope III the 
public valuing and longlllg for community . NCI in rq>Catedly spoke about 
the "power of <l coml11on lifc: ' meaning the life of Christ grolli ng to 
fmi lion in Christians. I suspect that '·C011lmon life"' has much of thc 
symbolic force that cOlllemporal)' public theology needs, And. ifCah-in 
and Nevin were righl in their understandi ng. this II ill tum directh to the 
rclalio l1ship between sign and sign ifi ed. to the mystical presence of 
Christ 
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THE EUCHARISTIC UFE: FROM THE TABLE TO THE 

SIDEWALK 

TIMOTHY J. MULDER 

I am so glad to be \l llh ~ou fo r th iS conference When D.r. K.ansfi.cld 
lmilcd 1110,: [0 re flect on ho\\ the Eucharist moves frolll liS liturgical 
cclcbmlion lLllQ our dail) liles. I deCided \0 calt our time together. "1l1c 
Eucharisllc Life- from the Table \0 the Side"alk." 

1I.h prej udice IS \hal lIe do not al\\ :lYs think our way to nel\ behavior. so 
1l\~l c h as lIe often behalc Ollr wa~' il1\o ne\\ understandings and 
apprec iat ions NO\l hcrc IS II1Is more Ime [lmn :lS it pertains to \\orship. 
HOII lI e \I OrSll1p call and 1 belie\\:: docs. shape ho\\ lIe live. 

O, er the InS! rOTh 1(:lTS there h;wc been significant shi fts in both the 
llnd~rsi andlllg :lI\d ilr.lC! ' CC of the Euch:lrI sl. especially in American 
Protestantism And ahhough then.: is no doubt Ih:11 since Vatican II. the re 
has beenlilurgical COlllwgcncc th:u is nOI Ilhal I am talking about herc. 
This is not aooul the (]mreh Il orshipping in more si milar Ilays. but 
mlhcr il\ a changmg s<:ns<: of the sacramcnts and Il h~' and h011 IIC 
celebrat..:: Ihem I\ ' I ~ obscrl'ation is that II IS that el'olutlon of h011 and 
II hy IIC celebrat..:: thc 5.1Cramcnts thm is Icad ing us innCII lIays from the 
Tabi..:: 10 thc sidcllalk. Il hleh is to sa~· thal h011 \\C worship is changing 
h011 lIe hl'e clcn da~ 

TIlcsc renecliolls come out of thc SOil of thc parish and Ihe III'CS of ils 
peoplc. 1 comc at lhls from thc IlCrsllCcti\"c of a pastor Il ho has SCrlcd 
parishcs III t\\O dcnOlll lllatlons and hope that somc of our experienccs 
\I ill help ~ 0 11 to consldcr the life of thc sacramcnts III lour communltlcs 
of failh. and ho\\ Ilhal lIe do on Sunda~ makes possiblc h011 IIC live on 
i\ londa~ . 

I. nECOl\lING NORi\I AL AND NORI\IATI VE 

When I " as a ciuld. the eelcbration ofthc Lonfs Suprli.:r was a rare thing. 
It took place fou r timcs cach ~..::ar . Wc Ilere told "Catholics" did it CICr.· 
Sunda~: bUI h011 could anyth ing donc thai o fien be importan!"! For u~ 
thc Lord 's Supper lI as like the f:lIll1 l ~ ' ehilla thm could be Il ash..::d. dricd 

.lll TinlOt lll" J. Muldcr 

and pul :l\lay by thc adults afier Thanksgil'ing dinner. btlt onl~ Illth 
Incredible care fo r fear of drO PI)1I1g. and ec rt :l in \~ lI ould nevcr be used at 
thc breakfast tablc. It II as too prcclous for that 

Onc of thc fi rst things a I ISl ting Protestant noticcs the second tllne shc or 
hc Ilorships in :I sacral11c l1lall ~ ccntcred church . is thai thc~ 'rc hal ing 
Communion :lg:llll Clcn though t hc~ Just did th iS 1:151 Ilcck A fCII 
monthS into it. onc \londers \\h~'/ Wh~ :I II the fuss"! Doesn't this get 
berms if ~ ou celcbmtc CI c~ \lcck: docsn· t it becomc I11c:ln ll1glcss rotc" 
This is a t~pical rcaCl10n amollg thosc ·ll ho mol'c from infrequcnt to 
frequent cc Icbrn\1011 of thc Eucharist . But if one stic~s II ith il. son.lclhmg 
Il:lpPClls. The nte IS not rolc. but becomcs Il hm IS re:ll. and 11\ fact. 

cssenti:ll. 

Infrequent COlll l11111110 11 seems a bit like cc1cbr:tling Chnstl1l3S or 
blrthd:l\'s :ls:I child Thcre is :lnticipalioll and It is speci:l\. But Il hat is 
special' is t\\o-fo.ld first. It !s so mre 1I.I:lt it IS noticcd .as SpcCl:l1. and 
sccond. it is thc tlll1C of big g ift s Ilmt don t come :lt othcr tnllCS 

The problcm is Ihal I\h:ll IS speci:ll is lI ~ t thc thing itself. bul rmhcr ils 
ill ffCqUCIIC~ . 11 is 1101 Chnstlllas as Ihe birth of jesus. or:l blrthd:lY party 
focusing 011 thc lifc of a child . It is th:!t ,Ius cclebratlon oil ly ha.PIx:ns 
once:l Icar. so Il c'd bcttc r no! miss it Alld thc faci that lIe glw gifts. If 
II C :lTc' hOllcs\. is Ilhl ("h ristn\:lS a lld b i rthda~ s h:tl c become morc 
popul:lr in OU1" eultun;' th:tu East.cf or I'cnh:cost .~\flcr all. Eas t:f alld 
Pcntccost :lrc thcologicalh morc IIllporl:Int than ChnSlln;IS. :lnd thc~ . 100. 

on l~ lwppcn once:l ~car.· bul short of somc chocobtc or acolorcd cgg: 
our soc i c t ~ I\:ISIl ', Ilr:lPlx:d clthcr of thcse holy d:lYs Il lth thc salllC 

ribbon or h ~ IX: . 
. , ' d' occasions" Of eoursc not. Is Ihcre :llIl\ lung IlfOllg I\lt t slx:cla :Ill F.lre • .. 

but thc El;charist is not thc ccnlcr of Ihe life of faith bcC:luS<: ~f . l tS 
I I , r r II beea IS' il is the sustall1lllg 

I1lfrcqllcnc~ It IS celltml 10 t IC hC 0 :tl I . \ " 

tilih brcad 
. . d Ik , k < pl:tcc ill Ihc shift of those 

Thc mOlcmcnt from r :lblc to 51 CII:l a c~ • , 
C_ , d"d fr 'qllcntl l to bc lllg SO 

things th:lt :lrc SO prcelous as not to....:: lall " .. 
, ,.. clcn d:ll R.l thcr thall 

nonn:llilc thai Ihc~ becomc lOll IIC I~" . . . . CI",<'" ,he ,.. ons reCCII IIIg ~ 
rcccl\ lI1g Christ onh on "SpeCI:l QCcaSl '. . rd all th:tt 
outset of c:lch nCII ;\cck sets the tonc for our at\l1udc tOil a ' 

COIllCS our I\:I~ in thc ncxt SCICli da~s . 

)' 



nlC JOY of frequcnt EuchanSI IS thai there are endless \\ a)"s to e.xpenencc 
the saer.:unenl. Today, m~ nced IS forglvcness: next Sunday It Illay be 
r~surrect ion or hop!: Each IICc\.. thc Euehanstic pF.lycr offers something 
thaI Jumps 10 life on thaI particular day, 111e cmplw,si s can change with 
each ehangeng ceicbr.lIion 

If some of our ancestors III the faith 1I0rried IIKlt frequent Communion 
Ilouid ma~e it less il1lportoJlI consider Ihe opposite peril. namcJ~ Ihol 
mfrcqucnt Communion could Illoke il 100 imponont , Remember those 
IUllCS In \"our life II hen the big occasion did nol go os expected, wallled, 
ploHlled or needed Remember the annivcrsary di nner Ihal was f\lined b~' 
a cook at thc rcSlaurant \Iho bumed clefything that night, or IIhen \"ou r . . 
1,0renlS galc you Ihc rcd bike II hcn your heart was s.:t On bi IIC, Whcn 
onc's Ili1lI ted spl ri lual eggs arc III an mfrequent basket, breaking an egg 
can be cat:lslrophic, But IIhcn COlllnlllnion is cclcbratcd CI'cry week, 
th is IICek becomes Illore likc the cycle of nature, Toda~ it's F.lining, but 
II 1I 0u'l nlin cverything, aftcr all,lhis iSll' tlhe ol1lyday li e can go to Ihc 
ooJigall1e, We call go ne"l Sunda~ , 

Frequent COllllllullion occomes a Hotura! part of life, not unl ike waking 
up or going to sleep II becomes a part of self'definition: 10111 a person 
IIho reccivcs Chrisl all the time, And that is preci sel\" how Jesus 
1II0uguF.lled 1I 11\ lhal Up~r Roolll-as a perfC(."tly ord ina~' ond regular 
OC ClIrrcnce, along II Ilh eahng and washing Onc' s feet, 

The pnma~ purpose or lhe 1979 re\ iSlon of the Hook vr( 'oil/moil i'ra)"I.'r 
lias 10 rctllnl the Church to that \\hich diffcr~ntiates Jclli sh liturgy from 
ChrlSllan l llllrs~, and Ihal IS the celebration on the Lord 's Da\" or Ihe 
rcsurrcctlo~l III Ihe EuchariSI Therc was a lime I couldn ' t 'imagine 
\\O~hlp, \\"nholl l a sc nl1~n NOli I cal1 't imaginc a Sunday (or am' olher 
da~ , ) IIl tholll COJ1UlllIIIIOn It IS nOI only natllral. butnormalive, . 

Worship concems Itself IIlth the detoils of creation, lIith th:!1 IIhich IS 
both nalural and J1onn:!li l'c in ollr dai ly liI 'ing 

II, i\lOVING FROM TIl E Hf.:AI> TO THE WIiOLE I}ERSON 

~or those o~ 115 \lho grell up in Ihc Rcfonned TF.ldi llOn the Lord's 
upper r.:mamed mon' Co:,;"i/n'l' ,hall {lily /hili}: dSt" , We didn'l \\~1I1110 

adm~t lie thought of Ihis aC11\ it~ as bemg I\1creh sl'mbolic but words 
and Ideas II cre Ollr pnm;}1"\ currencl' .,' 

, .. ' 

'nlc scnllon lias the 1110St Il11portanl pan of :my sen icc and . . 
liS prrmary 

11 

........ -----~. 
Tilllolh~ J, Mutder 

purpose \las l~lstf\lctlO,n , , It lias t ~le te:!ch1llg and inlerprct3l10n or 
scriplllTC and Its applicallOIi to dall~ life, TIllS had 31 kast tll O 
drallbacks n lC fi rst 1\ as ,that \\orship lias 1I0t pnmanl~ about \\h 31 the 
pcopic \\ olild offcr G,od III TCsponse 10 God's goodness, but "hat the 
people 1I0uld reccllc 111 order to be aSSlsK"<I m lil'ing The second added 
to Ihe hUlllan-focu sed dimension of lI orslllp, lIamell that II lth Ihe 
SCmlOJl as the pinnacle of 1I0rshil), Ihe preacher and his· or her abilih III 

Ihe pulpi t \las of pa"'lIIounl inl portancc People lI ould choosc :l cht;rch 
or comc 10 church to "hear a good senllon " Elen chu rch architcctu re 
reflected this didacdc dOll1l!lancc ofpurpo sc for 1I 0rship as the churches 
oflhe Refomlation began 10 take the shape of leclure halls focused On a 
speaker's podium F.lther Ih:1I1 the cOlll lllunity gathered around the fOllt or 
lable , 1I II'0s a cercbral experiencc 

Looking hack to my ma l e from the Reformed to the Anglican tF.ldlt ion, 1 
to lkcd about joining Word and SacF.lment as being Ihc \\a~ Call in 
;lllIays s.1id he lIanted it, As he said, "the right adminislenng of the 
Sacramen[ cannot stand apan frOI11 Ihe Word,"1 He nevcr could con I incc 
any single church 10 celeb"'te elc~' Sunday, so he did the mOl ing, gomg 
to a differenl church CI 'C~' Sunda~ in ordu 10 have II ce kl ~ Communion 
So as I 1ll0I"Cd tOllard the Episcopal Church, I knell Ihe fn:quency lIas 
gOlllg to incrcasc, and looked fOTll ard to [hal. alihough a part of my 
upbringing sti ll asked, ""Wh:ll If it becomes a dull routine, an ell1pt~ 

ritual'/" ' 

Admitledl~ , there arc times r j ust go through the motions, I don ' t ahl a~s 
Ihmk about \\hal \lC are doing or II hal is belllg SOlid, I dou't take Ihc 
timc or energ\" 10 prep:!re as r could, But somclhing has Imppcued, 
Worship has nlOled bel·olld the head, 

Worship toda~, in all its Chrislmll bmnches is a man: scnstml affair, 
Sigh!. touch, tastc, listening and elen in somc places smelling are ;III 
increasi ng ill Protestanl churches, III a liard, lie long 10 C"llCnence God 
Goo's IOIC, God's fo rgll encss, God's strcnglh, all that God is and docs, 
And as IIC do so, 1I 0rsh lj) is bei ng freed to go beyond lIords and 
Instruction 

Therc are so manl' \lords 111 ollr culture loda~ . Words can edlf~, but 

I Cnl\"in, JOIUl 111,'1111111'," "f Ihl' ('fm"101I U~'ltg!OlI, PIIlIn!lc tplll.1: 
Wcslllli IlSlcr Press, t ')(io, Book I V, Ch:lp!cr t 7, secl ion )'J, 1);lgc I ~ I 6. 
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\lords C:tll also m3nipub tc. and as 51. james knell, elen do harm So 
words Jrc :l mi ~cd bless ing. We cannol. nor would we \ l a l1l to. worship 
God \\i llioul lhcm. but it IS good to go beyond them as \Ic ll. 

As lcrcm~ Ta~ lor. the 17'h ccnl\l~ dn inc. s.'lid. 

Dangerous It \\c r~ fo r the fee ble mind o f humankind to \\;tndcr 
faf iu!o the doing of lhe Almighty. Our safesl eloquence 
conccmmg Hun IS our si lence . lllcrcforc our IIOrdS should be 
f.:aT and fc\\ . 

111C myslc!') . "h ich is bc~ol1d \I ords. beyond kno\\ ll1g. is r..:cognizing 
and c'l:pcnCllcUlg lhe prcSC IlCC of Chris t in lhe cOlllmunity g:l lhcrcd for 
holl cclcbmlloll and IransfOl1nation. 

J h':lIe learned this mOSt from w:JIchm£ lin Ie children \\addling fom ard 
10 Commlltllon. What a blessing it is to h;l\'c them theI'C. lllCIT Icry 
presence makes us a more honest comill imi ty. Th o;; eyes of the members 
of lhe choir, through Il hieh the child passo;;s to go;; t to the commun ion ra il. 
mist up and elen the tough al iOS smile 111e parent or adult friend helps 
the linle child kneel and Illace one hand on top of another and reach OUI 
10 receil-':. Once I missed a child. I\ho quick I\" shouted. ··He\,. I lI"al1 l 
jesusI" The \Ihole crolld of stiff Anglicans o\'~ rheard and shou!Cd out. 
:'A~len! " What a moment. You can 't leach this III class. 11 gets shared 
111 hfe. It IS IIlcredlbJc hall quickly children come to laIC Communion. I 
shouldn . t be surprised. 10 such as thesc belong the k i ngdol11 of hc,wcn . 

The Encharis tlS the drama of the Gospel acted out . It is less about words 
or instntctioll and more about II hat IIC do in response to Goers actions 
for the Ilorld 111C Eucharist. by ItS leI} drama calls for the Ilhole 
person. heart, nllnd. bod~ and strenglh, 10 mo\'e from the Table to the 
s.ldcwalk. In .I~o rsh i l~ there is a time for e\'crything: a tunc 10 listen and a 
Il1lle.lo act. Ihe aCl lon oflhe II hole people of God teaches us that [her~ 
are \lIlles be ll1g a Christlallmeans actlllg 111 thc Ilorid as \\el i. acting for 
the Il llrt ~nng of colnmuni\les, for the reconciliation of [he estranged. fo r 
the heal 111" of the nat" fi .. h . '" Ions, or gil IIlg ope to Ihose II ithout hope. TIllS 
drama 111 \\or5hl p calls us to lake up our ]J:l rt I lll h ~ Ilorid. 

I I I. BECOMING CO;\ It\'10N 

I:ilcllaml 11m beC01I1(' "f /I b . . ' 11/1(111- lit III a Ilollderful Ila\ that docs not 
dlln llli sh the 111)'sle" 01 b , . . - Ie II . [IS natural and nonnntil'e "nd \\e hare 
alrcadl Sil ld hOI\ the 'le[lon " f" E , . 

, v Ie lIC lanSl mOl'es us beyond \\ords. 

TIIIl(ll h~ J, t-,'!ulder 

l3 ul the Euehari,sl has also been rce l aim~d as eoml11on III [he sense of 
coml11on worshi p: the assembled gatheTi ng lakes us beyond oll rse ll es 
~nd puts the best p"rt of us III communlt~ I am not IIhole lIithou[ bein' 
a part of this Ood~. this communil~ . Thc Eucharist understood as th~ 
feast of the communi ty requires part icip"uoll in a democratic 11"1. not a 
spectalor of \I hm others "re doing. nor el'en simply a reeipielll "nl is is 
nol "Jesus and me." but mther. "God and us" In common Ilorship God 
Illcets us al the table. fonl. book (lI1d in the IX!oll le_ 

In the Eucharist Ihe common is made hol~. and Ihe holl is COl11 l11 on. 
Jestls look ordi n:ll} bread "nd II inc ;)\ [he dinner table ~nd said. in effect. 
in Ihis ord inal}' sluff you \\ill sec rne. remember me. aud lakitlg Ihis in to 
lourself. vall lIi ll be onc \\l lh me . You,ordma" folk \1111 be madehoh 
And in tI~e same \\a~ Ih"l God takes human fo~m to lhe among us. tl;e 
hal l' becomes common . Is not Ihen the go~l of fait h [hal God \loll ld so 
consecmte el'ery ordin"I}' Ihing in life so thai it Ilouid be ho l~. and Ihal 
\Ie I\ould see the hoi\' in el'Cl}' ordinal}' thing" Ho\\ can lhls be') Hall 
can this h"PIX!Il '! TIlal. too. is \\h~ I\ e ca' llhi s a mystel} 1·1011 call God 
be revcaled throughout crcallon? 1-10\\ can God help llS recognize the 
hol~ III [he resl of life? I tlllnl; Jesus' special gift or bread :lnd \line 
a\lnkens our senscs and our spirit to [his mys[e" 111is 111~·sl e r;. of bread 
and \\inc and experiencing Christ in it. 1)1IIS us 011 the alert for Chnsl 
throughout our liles "nd God 's transfonlling presence and po"er III all 
things. 

Eucharist reeoglll zcs the real presence of God in ele r~' sustaining and 
nourishing aCl il l l~ of life El el}' \\eel;da~ meal s h"r~d in faith bcrom~s 
eucharistic. gillng [11<1nl;s for God -s 1II IlIg presence and 1)OIIer And In 
bel\\ccn [hose mcals our olher actilltics become touched by Ihe hol~ : 
junior's baseb:lll g:l llle or piano lesson. or the mee[ing al the office .or 
chores "round the house Li fe ilself is consecrated. Conli llOll life 
becomes a I eluele and cdebr:uion of gmce offered and receil·ed. 

There \\as a time I\ hen lhe celcbralion of the Euchansl lias such an 
exal ted re ligious ac li l it) thai I[ was done on bch"lf oftl~e people. alit of 
their sigh t. "i [h \\ords they could not llllde rSI311d aud aclll'lly \11111 \llncl: 
lhel were not illl Ited 10 ]>:lrticipaw_ 'n IC\, \lere separated ph ~'s,call~ b~ 
sc~cns and the bncks of l;nesls \\ho \\01'lld no[ elen facc Ihem All of 
tlus w"s to communicate ho\\ hol~' and distanllhis \\as. :llId ma scnscto 
hide them froml he hoh' llllSle"·. Bul II hat it re:lll~ COlll!1lllllle:llCd " "s 
, , . . ,. . k f'" ,op' , Todal 's mOIClllcnt 11:lt lOl\" thlllgS nre 11 01 l ie wor ' 0 H,: p" <; . '. 



, ard 1113kirli' the Eucharist C0 ll11110n means that it is the work of all, 
0\\ 0 . 8 d d W' and that H IS ah\::J~s onr work "n lC mystery m . rca an Inc IS the 

same n1 \SM "\ at \Iork in the priesthood of all bchclcrs: "you an.: a royal 

pn~sth~ .", in ortb Ih;!.! you may prociaull Ih~ mi.¥,hty acls o f him 
IIho called ~(] U out ofdarknc ss in to his mar'vdous light .• 

Bul ho\\ docs the Eucharist proclaim the Gospel iran arc not illl iled and 
Included" 

IV. BECOM ING INCLUSIVE 

EI'Cr1 Sund:l\ at 51. Luke's there is a point in the service \Ihere lIe all 
sal, :'Wc Ilho :m: man) arc one body. because lIe all share One Bread. 
Ol;e Cup « What docs it mean 10 live out Jesus' pm)'cr in the Gospel 
accordlllg to John til;)! lIe miglu all be one'! 

I remember a church I used to .:l1tcnd largely because of its incl'I!d iblc 
music program. Bll! one day r overheard the priest say, "ll lCI'C \Iill 
nel'cr be a 1I0man behind the mil in this church : ' HOll r.::ecntly mal1~' of 
our chlm:hcs had 10 suugglc II ith sc,'wal gcnder and ordl n:lt ion , Most of 
us hal'c acc,::pl.::d [hat in Christ there is nellher male nor f.::rnale. and [he 
life of our communities has been cnriched by fe nmle as lIell as male 
cl~rgy, We diSCOI.:: red It is not biology. btl( baptism that calls liS 10 
111II1ISIl'\ 

Baplism makcs liS one in ChriSI 111at unit\' is .::chocd in evel'\' 
cckbratioll of the Eucharis[: "b) him. wilh him alld ill him. III the unil; 
ofthc Hoi) Spin,I." The :rable. is that place and Ilay of being b~' \Ihicil 
God calls humanll) to be 11\1 itmg and inclusive, "that allm:1I be one" 

We knOll 11131 [he carl~ church di vided its 1I0rship betw,::c lI th.:: sel'l' ic.:: of 
[hc Word and the scn icc of thc Table, and that those nell to th.:: fa ilh 
lillO, had not yet beCIl baptia-d lIould be reqUired 10 leave folloll illg Ihe 
scmce of th.:: Wo-' II', ", •• k h · . . '" . ">v nOlI I .11 II rcmalllS the ilractlcc 111 malll' 
c hll~hes loda) [0 , inl'ile only Ihose \1 110 arc either baptized or t h~ 
bap[lz.::d 1IIIhill Ihelr olIn communiOll , It was often caJl .::d Ihe Illeal of 
Ihe fanuJ\ of God But ~~ d" ,. . , - ' ... an au\. rea IZC that somc of nl\' carlles! 
mcmoncs of bemg , P'- , r 'h h h . . , "c c lire IIcre of belllg c'(cluded, As a 
child I lias belllg starved atlhc f:1I1II 1I' table . . 

It lias ahla)s a long sen icc, 11laJ's I\hal I remember aboul those days 

• 
- I PCICr2 :'J 

Tlll lOth,l J, fI.'luldcr .-

II'e hnd th.:: Lord 's Supper in Soulh Holland, Ill inois, Starched \\hlle 
cloths cOI<crcd Ihe lable hiding somcth ing l'IC~ cnille ofT to re\cnl 
tOIlCrs of sillcr t ra ~s. Slacked hke spacc ships. cnch holdlllg concentric 
rings of Welch"s, II \Ias ahlays a moment of nnticlpalion \\ hen Ihel 
lI'ere liftcd ofT, ns Ihough somelhi ng mighl JUIllP OU\' But firSI camc Ih~ 
bread: perfcctly cuI in S(I\I:lrcs, IIhite :lnd Ilithout enlst The ciders 
IXlSSl--cI them the 1I:1~ ushers usu:l l l~ took lip the colleClloll I remcmber 
lIatching grolln ups t:lk ing a slIlgle piece and then squeezing il bet\\cen 
Ihumb and forcflllger. until cI<cryone h:ld becn serl'ed :Inc! the minister 
said something and the~ all put it in theIr moulhs at Ih.:: e,\:lCI s.1mc 
momcll t We sal and sn\. bored , but realizing this lias Illlportant and 
knollillg this IInporlaut thing did not include us, "Whcn lou"re older, 
dear. When YOll underSland II hat IIc ·re doing." And so \Ie lI<likd, 
Ilait~-cI unt il summer Ch ristiml camp led us to "'gile our Illes to Jesus" 
and then IIC could have eOlllmUrIIon, or. \I hen lIe mOl cd 10 the East 
Coast il II<lS si mpler because II came al the end of confimwlion class III 

Ihe x th grade and lI e all did it together 

But \\h~ was Ihere sl1ch a fear Ihal ifpeoplc didn' l knOll Il ha[ Ihe~ lIere 
dOlllg" ifthe~ didn-I underst:lud :Iud cou ldn't :lrlleulale [IllS IIhlch IIC call 
:I myster~ . thaI il 1I 01lid be less inste;ld of more benefiCial 10 bolh the 
indil idu:lls ,lI1d Ihe en(lrc Bo(h '".1 

Far be it from me 10 lIanl to get In to an :lrgunK'nl IIl1h John Call in. but 
111 his consideration of I Corinthians I I, hi s conclusion tltnl dlseeming 
thc l3od~ h:ld lodo with understanding \1 hal the Sac.rament \Ins all <lOOUI 
seems both righl and II rong The Sacram.::nt IS about the Bod~" but 
Ihroughoul Ihe IIflIII1gS of St Paul. Ihe 1J0d~ of Chnst me:lI1s thc 
conll11unity ofrallh, illS 1101 abollt bread nlld Iline of the Sacr;lIllelll 

For nle Ihe beau l~ :lIId the cautIOn of IIwl chapl~'r in Connlhians is that 
lIe c:ln in no lI:ly be iml t:l ting Chnst Ifll C Ignore iX'lerl~ or nced amol~g 
the melubcrs of Ihe ElQ(h' Rather th:lll being aboll l cognilion. I)mll s 
intel1lio l1 lIas inclusion -ill':: Christi;ll1 coml\\\lnll~ II ;lS 10 be Ihe Bod~' of 
Chnst in aud fO f the Ilorid. No lIonder lIe call it myS(leal. Jt is 1I0[ 
aboul going to:l class. p.1ssing all c'(aminatloll, belllg approH:d. Rather. 
11 is about bcmg \\'eleom~d and included in JeSlls" !l:lIllC. belllg nurtu red 
and elllllO\lcrcd for a life of recollcilblion, 101'e and sen ICC 

In Ihe mid-J970's I lIorkcd :II W:lnllck Conference Cenlcr lIi th 
mentall~' re tarded t ~enagers IIho 1I0uid n":ler h;ll'e Jl:lssed OUf chureh"s 
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1 r,-.r a slato.:mcnl of belief. Were they to be c."eluded frorn 
r"'<I"If'CmCIl S " . d I 
the Table'/ Or lIQuid the Church rccogruzc an we come them as 

children of God"! 
In the 19HO's lIe began the \\ork of \\clcolll ing all the b~plizcd at the 
Table. The gool lIas Ihal (13ptism lIQuid be the onl~ rcqulrcmCIl1 to be 
fcd on the food offaith 

When our son. Tom. was bom lIe fed him from momell t of his birth. It 
\\ould h:IIC Ix,,\,:n dcadl~ to \\311 until he could appreciate our 10l"e or 
<iniculltc 3\ am Iclcl 311 understandmg of \,hal \Ias happening to him 
biolOSic311~ "hen he look food 11110 his bod~ . We fed him bcC~II SC he 
needed food to lile. We fcd hml because he was P:Jrt of our f:l.llll ly and 

lIe 10lc lum 

In Communion Ime IS shared A child watches his or her pnrcnls or 
Olh.::r adults cclcbroling the l onfs Supper and sees that th is mailers, A 
child fcel s mciuSlon as a far more p(l\\erful and Ilondcrful e:-.:pcrience 
than exclusion. Walt inS until lIe understand and can handle the 
responslbillt~ of things llIa~' bo.: fine for se)\ or dri ving a car. but to be 
offered 101'e before unders taJldllig is the I'ery essence of God's activity 
to\\ard hllillau it)· Life. br~:lIh. eOll1l11ul1ion, 

II IllS the 19l!2 stud) b) the World Counci l of Churches entit led. 
&1'11.1'111. J:'IIc/wri,l/lIIl1l /I·hm.I"Ir)' that first sparkcd the inseparable union 
betllcell these three. Eucharist needs to [K. the nourishmelll of the 
baptiz.:d III order for them to ellgage in ministr\' in the Ilorid . 

Which raises a problem for me. I am a pries!. I celebrate the Sacrament 
and offer the clements to God 's people as the VCI,\, g race of God . And 
yet. lie, the Church. continue to 3et 3S though these arc our sacraments 
and thai lIe hal e some right to det..:nnine Ilho mal' or mal not reccil'e. 
"These arc the glfls of God for the people of God"'] proclal;11 eler. week. 
and )et I am troubled b~ Ihc sceond half of that proclamatIOn. . 

: scc 1Il~ priesthood. as that of a butler or a waller. a server at the banquet. 
sllllpl) c'"tend a Sifl on behalf of m) master. Who am I or II ho arc lIe 

as Ihe Chlll'{:~. to preSUllle Ihat the person I\ho comes to the tabJ.:: might 
not bc s.:n.ed' Who:un ll ""N"' . . o sa) 0 to anyone I Onc might sal. Ilell. 
nOICICflOlleco I d " . . Illes 0 mncr: 0111) thosc II ho accept ksus as their Lord 
and arc b:J.phzcd should be ' d \" I " se n. e ye I. the 1)01111 of one of 1111 f;lI'onte 
parables tr-.lanhell 22 and L k ") I " u e IS II len the master IlIstructs the 

Timothl J. Mulder 

,I' 1
0 "0 out and illlite eler-one in. no one IIho comes is to be scn.':lI ~ . 

denied 
o ' of m\ f:lIori le expericnces IIhen I had the pleasure of Icaelling 
\\~~IIIP ai Nell Bnll1sll lck Scmina ry came frOI11 the denominational 
dll'crsit) of the sl\ldent bod) here . Pcntecostal s usc,d to look IIlth 
suspicion on nil collar. 11IC ralC Roman Catholic. Anglican or Luthcran 
in our midst lIere lIsuall) 011 the dcfensile 11lel1 lIould come the time 
IIhen I lIould address the class and innocen t l~ sa) . "But lIe all ha\c an 
altar call clef) Sunda~ .. 11le Bapllsts knell thc) did. but the Anglicans 
looked at me lIith e~es that 5.1Id. "1 don't knOll IIh:lt )ou'rc talklllg 
aboul " 11lCn I lIould ask. "What IS the difference betll een 5.1) ing. 'The 
doors of the church arc DpCn An)one IIho lIishcs to tum ~our life Oler 
to Jesus and be sal'cd. come ;lIld fCccil e hlln COllle and pr.l) II ith one 
of the deacons hefC :It the fronl oflh e church:ls lie sing. ' Jusl as I ani ... 
Whal is the dlffeTCnce bemecn Ih:\1 and So1)ing. "11le bread Ilhich IIC 
break IS the Communion of the Bod~ of Christ. Come. for:l ll thmgs arc 
nOli readl'. "' Or. '111Csc arc the gi ft s of God for the people of God T:lke 
thelll :1I1d' remembe r thaI Christ dlcd for you and feed 011 him in your 
hcans bl f:lith lIith th:lnksgll'i ng" Both arc :In illlit:ltion to receil'e 
Christ 

Which leads to the problem, Bapti sm is required to bc a pm1 of the 
people of God ' the gi ft s of God for the people of God. remember',1 And 
IIC h:lI'e aillals IIIsistcd Ihat the sacramems need to be receilcd in faith 
to hal'e illtegrit). bUI should not the gr.lce of God alll:l\ s be illl itatlon:ll 
on our liar!"' Is It not 01lT task to go out and bring ;lII~onc and elcryone 
to the banquet and S.:l). '~rherc' s going to be a feast tonight and you don't 
lI:Ult to miSS II You nCler lI.:Inl to miss this master's b..1nqllets·· And 
elell for thaI lost tounst IIho stumbles III and for IIhateler reason 
decides 10 put out her hands or hean O f curious spirit. I\h) lIould \lC not 
say. ·· I-le re. here is the feast that giles meaning and purpoS<.: and jo~ to 
life Take and e:lt amI let hnn h, e 111 )011 and through )ou ." 

Unt il the Church offers the Euchanst to an~olle. for :lJ'~ reason. I think 
lie are lell ing dOli n Ihe parable of the banquet and the One II hose pari) 
Ihis hfe reall) is Grace OICrf1 011 ing and uncontainable. and slight I) 
mess) as it spi lls 1I0t onll on the table cloth. but 011 the IIhole I\orld. 
That' s moving the Eucharist from the Table to the sidellalk. 

We have a Ila~ s to go in Ihis a rea of inclusion. To Ilh:lt docs 
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fmthfulness call us rcgnrding thc di ffel\:nt rel igions of the world '! And 
110\\ so mall~' of our churchcs al\: Ill\:stl ing Il ith matters not of sexual 

gender. bil l oricntation 

TIlis IS cspcci:;lI l) I\:lel ant II hen branches of the Church usc the 
EuehanSI as a means of disclpl i ne, II ithholding the clements in judgmcnt 
of onc's beliefs 3l1d especially toda~ , political positions, Given the 
opportulli t~ to Cfr on Ihc side of grace or Judgment. I would p~fer grace 
Illthoul ceasilig. llle Church is the scn ant in the Ilorid. inli lmg on the 
host"s behalf. 

llic Euchansl as a Tablc of inciusloll of all p!.'Oplc scems to me to be 
Ilhal Ihc rn illlstn· of Jesus 1135 nltmmtclv about . In Chrisl Ihere is no 
diffcrenliaholl ofpo;!opic All are lo\ed b; God All arc God·s chi ldren. 
Chrlsl died for all. Christ eXlends the illl'i t:;l\Ion of abundant and elemal 
lif~ 10 all The 11\1 itation cannot be lunited. And as an ani tude tollard 
li ling tiM!. \\C !cam 10 be more ;nchISII·c and less regulat~d in our 
dealings \\I\h one another, ··1 m3~ nOI underSI3nd you . Our \\'a~'s Illay 
be differ.:111 Our b.:hefs may be dlfferclIl , YeL come: let us sit at the 
he3\ en I) banq lIel table \\ hcre \ hcre is rOOIll for a iL'· 

V, MOVING BEYONI> WORRY ING ABOUT WIIAT HAPPENS 
TO TilE BR EAD 

Which brings liS to that age old debalc ol'e r j usl IIhat it is \\e arc offcring 
at th is banquet Is it mere symbol. or physic.l l Oesh and blood·" Docs 
Christ come dOli 11 uuo brcad and \\ille·! I likc Cal l'in ·s c:"prcssion th:lt 
in Communion Chris t r:;uscs us up to be \\lth hUll. That is Richard 
Hooker·s belicf as IIdl. In 1115 \\ork. Or Iho: l .lrI!".I· of Ecc:kl'IQsllmf 
1'0111/ . .:lJld I alii paraph r.lSmg hUll . hc S:lI:S Ihat he IS 1I0t so eoncented 
II llh \lh:1I actuall~ happells 10 the bread ·and Il lnc as he is lI"i th II hat 
happens to liS as a result. Becausc ~ou celebrate the Eucharist. \\hal 
hap~lls to ~ou·) Becausc ~Outakc Chnst illlo~ our life. Il hat happells to 
~ou ! Becausc tile Church lIorslups God through the j oyous and frequent 
shanng of thc Body and Blood of Christ in faith and in 01,.:1:Iiencc 10 our 
Lord·s command. hOIl IS the lIorld brought morc under the rcign of God'! 

J Hoo~c r. R it l~lrd Geor."", 0 ', '_ ,_, II" I I _ c. . ..... cu ...- It ~". :J II(' ,m .... 'if /:cc/t!.'HI.,l/cn/ 1'0/1/1_. 
,In-ondgc. M~~S:lehll5CIlS TIle Belknap Press or Hall ard. Unil"ersill PreSs. 

I H7. C I~IJllers ,5.(,7 Sec ·11''' · S k S I _" -I I ' . '. ' "" ) es. lep ICII ,!Iou Booll. John. lilt! SIIIl'" of 
. "I! IC(lm'lII. ~llIlIlCaJlohs FO r1rcss Press. I'.iKK. page 1r.7 . . 

'" Tililothy), "·llIlder 

Although SOIllC people lIIay still be l'eT) coucemed-\\ith II hat happcns to 
bread and lIine. it secms that IllOSt Christians in Ihe pews these daIS hal c 
li tt le in terest in fi ght ing lIilh each other Olcr that question and a~e more 
concerned \\ ilh \I hat halll>cns Dccausc of thai bread and II inc. 

[s il IXlsslble Ihatthl11gs thm hale mattered leT) IlIIlcli in the past. and 
beell divisile in the l"lSt. can Dc pl1t aside in fal·or of Ilorking for peace 
or undcrstandmg or even coopcr.'IIIon in the future? Could this be within 
falll ilies . .:lJllOl1g nations. elen rehgions·! i\'light asking ourselles \\ hat 
real1~ mailers in the Eucltarist for us toda~ become a model for asking 
\\hat reall ~ m:;lI lers ill other :lreas of our IiI ing"! 

VI. n ilS MYST ERY G .. :TS I>IRT UNDER YOUR 
H NGERNA ILS--IIOLY WORK 

II ·s eas~ for guestS:lt :lp:l l1 y to be oblivious 10 the preparation and cle.:lJl 
up. but \\i thout Ihem. there would be no part~· . llie disciples had 10 
prepare a rool11. the) had to go filld a colt: they had to work a lillie. 
COl11lllunion docsn·t j ust foil from the ski· like manna from heaven. Thc 
di shes don' t get Ilashcd aud put a\la~ b~ augels. All this spi ri tll.al rilual 
and ri tc docsn· t magieall ~ just h:lppen. n1l 's t~ riously. but not n13gleall~ . 

Work is il1l'ohcd. and disei plin~ and planning. and it isn-t al\\ays hall 
,"ou·d like to spend ~'ollrtim e. and sometillles the Rector dri l'C~ ~OU nUls 
because she \\ants things done a different \\al . And IOU don 1 get paid 
nearl~ enough to \\ash thosc dall1l~' IIhile cloths with allthc lil)stiek So 
IOU just halc 10 do 1\ out of the goodness of you r hear1- 0Ier and Oler 
~ga i n, Gonc is the glamour. h~re is the plain lIork that necd.s to g~ t dOl1e 
This Ilork . hOlleler. is 5.1nellfled. not onl ~ b~ what IS beI ng dOlle. b~lt 
II hl God blesscs the lIork offered in laIC for the \\orld as Ilell as one s 

part icular parish 

Ho\\ different IS that from so much of II hat we do·' Some .oflls ma~ do 
it in offices. others III e\:;lssTOOlIIs or 011 ball ficl ds or \lorkmg on a ro..ld 
crell Ilut the Eucharist sanctifies Ollr dall~ \\ork as lIell 

At our parish. lie hale a Wednesda~ 1II0ming Eucharist fol.lolled b~ .:1 

Bible studl L3st \\cck I told the group that I \\~U l d be I\lth you Ihls 
lIeck and ;Ihat OUT topic was. I asked thcllI \\h:lt dlfferencc Ih~l r hal lll~ 
been a I,art of thi s mid-llcek Eucharist. some ofthelll .for as long as tlnl1. 
I"cars. h:ld made ill their dai ' ~ lil lllg, One I>coon repllcd. 
. " . ' f I I 'ansing of 1111 soul. and it just When I I\:cell"c. !t IS:I puTlI~ a SOli. a ce . 
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1 -'., ,.'" , ... ·o,lle bencf after I leave here I mean. hOI\ n3tural \ 111",,1,:5 mc ... ...~ fl '. 
d

· bl L .• cruel or inCOIlSldcr.IIC to someone a cr you I 'e JUSt coul vou pass. ~ "" 
tlkcn Christ Into you'! 

Another person said. ·, It "s about the abilll~ ',0 recognize Goo.- I r~·o~ sc.c 
God 111 church. lOll \\orl: at seems God outSide as IlelL 11h,; Euc,hanst IS 
, • ,', ,,' ""'ci ll" God C\c("\'\\hcrc." And 51111 another said. "My 
L~~ pr:tc ICC, ... ",' .. 

pra~cr lif, all IICc\., IS mon: c"lcnsl\": and melllsi le because the 
Ellch:lnsllaJ..cs 111e beyond Ill) 01111 conccl11s 

VII. A COMMUNITY OF PR.-\. YER 

nl~ phone mllg in ollr home latc las! Hight ~c persoll' s car h~d broken 
dO\\ I1 : could I fdl in and celebrate the Euchanst the ne,' mornmg at the 
COlli en! in Mendham'l Going to that commlln i t ~ \\here pr.l~·cr and \\ork 
occol11e so l11!cr1\\ incd, helped l11e apprecia!": ho\\ much Of lhc Eucharist 
is about pmya 

It IS Ihis shared pm~er Ili lh ChriS! at Ihc centcr Ihat mOlcs us beyond 
oursch cs and shapes us as a communilY fo r the Ilorid . All of pmyc r gcts 
put in Ihc COll IC .... 1 or Go,i"s 100e ,1I1d life for thc \Iorld. of grace olTered 
and forgilcness gmnted and most of. hopc transccnding time and olher 
linll\S 

Thc rcgulant~ of common Eucharistic pmying also slmpcs personal 
praycr during the II Cek This model of limnksgil'illg. memory. the 
communion of saints. of pctilion and consccration. of sharing and hope. 
these regular clcments shape thoughl and action of du ldrcn and adults 
alike. Praycr IS both the gift and Ihe fru il orthe Eucharist 

VIII. FO RGIVENESS TO ETilles 

l11erc has bc.:n a shift III our prayers atlhe Eucharist. It lIas nol so long 
~go thaI thc "Prayer of Hum ble Access" begged God's merc~ becausc. 
lIe arc not Ilo"hy so much as 10 gather up the cnunbs frolll under TIll' 

t bl,··4·r . . 
a coda). IIC still acknoldcdgc OUf sinful nature ':lIId nccd for 

forgll·eness. but thc celebration of thc Euchanst is the feast of the 
resurrection It celebratcs that those Ilho share in 1\ arc al rc:ldy (orgilcll. 
And thc~' arc forgiven for a purposc: 10 reconcile the I\orld to God and 10 
onc :1I10lhcr 

'IJot'" O/CVI",II<", i'ra.It'r. p;Jgc 337. 

Tilnothl J. 1\·lutdcr 

In tlmt scnse Ihc requircment of goi ng to confession before rcce1\ mg. or 
readUig thc E."hortation to Sclf-c"amination on the Sunda~ prior to the 
Sunda~' of the Lorcl"s Supper had things in righl ordcr. It lIas. "Go first 
and be rcconciled and then comc.·· TIllS is a fC:lst of thc fOrgl1 en TIl lS 
is thc fe asl of thosc II ho live in thc rcalil\' of thc resurrcclion and the 
powcr of Pcntccost 

Thc proper prefacc anchors us 111 a speCIfic timc and placc It reminds us 
that we arc in Easter nOI\ . or Pentccost nOli". or Adl'clll. or IIhatner. 
And because lIe :I re anchored LI1 tillS specific timc IIC arc also in a 
speCific place. Toda~ \\C arc In Nell O"IIISI1 Ick . Our location and thc 
hour of day may be SCt in the scope of ctcm it~. bill this is matcrialism in 
thc most ho l ~ of senses It is tillS leTl maner. Ilhich IIC take inlO 
ourselves and become ollrschcs. Ilh,ch IIC hme the neTIc to S.l~ 1\ ill be 
forevCf raiscd Ilith Chrisl and Ili ll asccnd Ilith him for ncr. and be 
glon ficd for Cler. It IS Chri sl for the Ilorid lIe sing. the Ilorid to Christ 
lIe bring. 

This is not simply a fcast for eating and el1Jo~ ing in the 1110me~lI. bUI 
because of the encrg~ II Ili ll gilC us to propel us into thc fCst ofllfc. for 
the sake ofthc salvation of all creation 

Euchanst is not an end in ilself Euchanst SC Tl CS thc purposc OfllOrslllp 
and scn ICC . It IS not smlpl~ . '11lc Mass IS .:nded. Go in peacc" But. 
"Almightv ;md cI'cr li ving God. II C thank )'011 for fc~dlng us IllIh the 
spiri tu:ll food of thc most pr':Clous Bod~ and ElIood of your Son our 
Salior Jcsus Christ: and for assuring us in thesc hol~ m~ sten~s that II C 
arc lll'ing mcmbers of thc Bod~ of ~Ol1r Son. and hei rs of your eternal 
kingdom And nO\I. Father send us out to do the IIO~ ~ou hal c gl \~~! us 
to do. to 10\ c and senc you as faithftd II Itncsscs of Chnst ollr Lord. It 
is not simpl~ being fcd to go in l)Cace. but to go in peace to do th':.llork 
of IlltneSscs Eud41f1St beCOlllCS life It is the seTHce of God III thc 

II orld. 

TIle mOlcment of cmphasis In the celebration of the Eucharist ~rol11 
forgil"eness to cthics mOles the d~nalmc from imlard 10 O~lt\\?rd. Ilus 

. b r ,', I,o,>c 1>o;"11111111g 111 the is not an ;ICt of personal pIety. lit 0 cosn I . ~ 

nClghborhood IIhcre IIC share the Bread and Cup 

< /lQuk "i ( '!lI/IliUm /'raH'r. page .166. 
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IX. GUILT TO UOPE 

1'1011 C31l IIC h:1 1 thc stories of our anceslOrs in the faith. and hall can we 
call upon the Holy Spirit to make these gifts of our l:lbors into holy food 
311d to 1ll3ke liS into hol~' gifts for the \\orld \\ithout accepting that th is 
meal makes us I'I:sponsiblc for the lIorld'! If \\e arc joined lI ith Ihe 
COllllllunion of saints in these holy meals. then ours is the shared Ilork of 
ministl"). aud if empoll ercd by the Hol~' Spirit. it is not for th:l t moment 
alone. but for Cl"el") momcnt elcT\·lIhere. Clcn and especially for the 
future 

It is thiS eschatological hope IIC proclaim in this meal and around this 
table that giles hope to our days. that \\ hat lIe do \\ith our IIl"es mailers. 

Perhaps the most challcnging aspect of tillS sacrament. especlall ~' for 
weslemers. is to accept thaI on l ~ 111 being broken \\ ith the world can IIC 

eler be made IIhole. Sohdari l~ lIuh the I\orld 3nd especially lIith the 
least pO\lcrfullll~ans that \\e. too ':In: broken. not just the bread: lie. too 
are poured out. not just Ihe \\ ine: lie. \00. are offered. for thc hope ofl he 
Ilorid 

I am cspcc iall~ gF.l tcful and mOI'cd \\hcn el'cl")' Sunda~' a 13y pCTSOn 
eOIllCS to Ihe altar just beforc the closing praycr. reccil'cs a small 
commUlllon kll and \\C sa~. ··So-and-so. on behalf of Ihls pansh fami ll" 
take tlus Bread and WlllC 10 so-and-so. so that shc might share lIith liS i;l 
the Communion of Christ ," In thiS \\"a~' our sick and shut-ins share in 
COlllmullloll. Alld 11I0re often than not. the Communion that is shared in 
those I Isi lS is e.\ pandcd 10 t;llk about Ihe local tax- referendum. the nell 
neIghbors d0111l the street and all the ordinal")' concerns of life, Last 
month our church lias filled for the memorial servicc for;l 1I0man Ilho 
came to liS o.n l ~ tllO years earlier. Sad l~ . she contracted cancer ;lnd 
bcc;lme leI'".' ill Illth il after only aoout ;l year Scores of our mcmbers 
brollg!lI her CommlluioJl and food and cOlllcrsalion. As Ihe Bnan 
Wren s hl mll smgs "As Chrisl break, b"',d , d b'd I I • . ' .,.. II I S us s lan.:: . cac 1 

proud dll IS10n ~nds. the lo\'e Ihat m:tde us. makes us one. and strangers 
nOI\ arc fn cnds ... 

Saintlreanell.s i.s credited Ilith haling said. "Sce IIho 1'011 arc. " Be II hal 
)011 sec This IS Ihe Dod\ of Ch ' , b'" :. . . Hod f C . . ns . ro 'ell rOr vou In receiving !Ill:: 

~ 0 hTi sl. lI e become the Bod~ of Christ. 'In sharing the Body III 

6 Wn:n. S narl '" ( ''''11« " IIlr .J"y 10 .1/,<,'1 ,I /t. /.ol''' ·, 1'1111i. 

TilllOlhl J fI.'hllder 

the liturgy. IIC share it lI ith Ihe world 

But is t.hat ,rea ll~auy . dl!ferent fr?1ll Dr. Chris McConnaehie doing 
surgery In hl.S .hosplla~ 111 SOllth AfrICa or .his \\ife. Jen. \lho has sel up 
her AI DS cl illiC therc' Or IIhat about BIll Harns as he senes on our 
borough counci l. or Janc Martin as she teaches chemist" . or Brandon 
Clark directing marketing for a Nell Jerse~' bas~d pharmaceutical') The 
Body of Christ spreads out during the IIcck S.:e IIho ~Oll are in these 
clcments of bread and lIine. Be IIhal you sec as ~Otl go to Ilork on 
Monda~ morn ing. You arc the Dod~ of Christ for Ihe \\orld 

This is rigorous stuff. In Eucharist ic Pra~er C of thc I/ook 0(C01ll1l1011 

PI'ay('I'. lIe pra~ Ihal lie lIould come III faith to Communion . "nOI for 
solace onll. but fo r strength. nOI for forgi\Cness on l ~. but for rcnc\\al" / 
In this harsh 1I 0rld. li e all need Ihe cOlll fort ofOod and alilhe solace \\ e 
can get from lIorshlp. but Commllllion strengthens liS to lile 
energctically. 

There 1\ as a time IIhcn people might ask II h) \\e Christ ians \\ ould call 
IIhal IIC do a "celebraTI on" of the Eucharist. and thc) \\cre nght to ask. 
Whcn the primal")' emphasis II as on guilt and forgll eness. no \\onder the 
mood lias one of somber cont ri tion Dut as thc emphasis has shi lled to 
elhics and hope. as CI idcnced b) the shift of the famillar fract ion anthem. 
"lamb of God IIho takes alla~ the sms Or the lIorld: ' being nOli offered 
as. " I-I :1PPI' ;m, those IIho arc callcd to the SUPI}l.: r ofthc lamb." This is 
not a mo~'c tOllard '"hal)p~ /clappy" \\OrshlP Rathcr thiS is because of 
the emphasis Shllllllg to cthles and hope Ihat ]x'Oplc find III th.e 
celebratioll of the Eueh:1f1st a rene\\ed purpose and meanlllg m their 
dail l" lil es. As ml c1dcrl~ parishioner $."lid. "1-10\\ call I rece iIC Chrisl 
and'not go Olltto ~harc his 10l'c'/"' Or as Don l'OSle1l1:1 II TOte in his tx,x>k 
.\ix,c,' ,i,r (;od.8 there is a spi ral of gratilude In response to grace IhmJII S! 
keeps mOli ng life fOT\lard in ajo~ ful lIay 

CONCLUSIO N 

I have great hope for thc Chureh and for tlus creation In ollr hf~lime \\c 
have received the grcal gifts of the S."lCf3I11 ClltS. and 1hrough the IIOrk of 

- fill' 1)01'10 o[I'd,m"o" I'm.wf. Nell Yor\; : T he Church H.111In:l1 CO ['1'01';I IIOII. 

]')7'1. I"Il;c 372. . d . 
~ PoSICII(I , Doll .",}tIC" ft'" ( ;,,.1, Gr;llld Rapids: CRC Pubhcnllons, l ud t IhOl1. 
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Or \\11\ :I fi sh needs a bicycle'! But for Jesus. the question works! 

S . he Ph:anscc. gelS into Ihe situat ion enough to be able to ~~IS\\C r: 
.. :I~~n·~sc th..: Olle for II hom he had cancelled the grca~cr debt. . And 

f 
PI, II crack in his OLi n self-nghteousness. SI1110n bcglllS to 

I"Om I al sm3 fi G I"t I , 
d t:llld the n.::almcaning of th is strange man rom a I cc II 1~ 11l C 

~:d CI~' itcd to dinllcr. Indeed. the q llcs~ ion that. Jesus asks begms to 

k , 

" 

.~ ... r~ r ~ll of the questions circ ling around \h:1\ table. ma 'c c ..:ar Ie ;1I1 ~\\ ... ' ~ ll.o , ... 

Simon's unspoken qucstiollll':Is: "Canlhis tC:lchcr really be a prophc!')" 

Simon s;:m JeSLI S' l ccc pt:ll1 CC of the I,wish aUc l1[ ~o n frOlll a \\"on.l:t1\ 
II hoS\! rcpul:ll 10n \\ 3S. shall lie sa~. Ifdl km~\t'n 111 tha t COlllmunl ty . 
From [hal ':)c((planee. Sunon drc \\ the concluSIon Ihal thiS Jesus could 
11 01 be a pToph':l beeallsc Jesus did nol eorn:el l~ fI'ad Ihe eharaeler of her 
eharaeler If Jesus lIen: a prophet. he su rcl~ Ilouid hal'e scnscd the 
Iloman 1135 impnre, pushed Ihe woman a11 3~ , and thereby prescrl ed Ihe 
sanehl~ of thc L"Iblc at IIh.eh the~ dilled_ 

[II responsc 10 SUllon's ullI oieed question. "Can this lIIan really be a 
prOI)hcl'l" Jesus olTered his link riddle. The riddle m.1kes dear Ihal 
k Slis is (u[1I .1l1.1re of the questioll 011 SIIll0 ll 'S milld And 1eslls' [iu [e 
riddle make's it c1c.1r el'ell to Simon thaI the rea[ ql!eSlion Ihat needs 
asking in SlillOII'S life is nol aboul Ihe \loman '111C real qucstion is: 
"Docs SlillOIi understand that he. Simon, is forglvcn'!" Docs Simon fu l[y 
understand Ihat Jcsus 101'C5 him: 101 cs hlill so I c~' much that. e\ en 
though Jesus can knOll elcn thought in Simon's mind. Jesus IS sti ll ful[y 
1\l lhng 10 be :11 table \I ith Simon'! So fo r SUllon, Ihe Icaming from this 
illlerehangc IS Ihat. because Jesus [oles him. he need not fear Ihe 
IIltllnac~ of Jesus' [ol'e. or of an~ olle elsc' s lo\'e. And in that 101c. Simon 
Ilel.'ds 110 longer 10 fear belllg changed- hal'ing Ins p • .:rCe]llions of others 
a1t.:red. hal lllg IllS Ihoologica[ l ision cn[arged in the recogn ition Ihat 
SimOII. also, IS OIiC II hose sins arc forgi"en. 

I h:lIe 10 confess Ih:t1lhe \\,oman 's question is not flill y prese ll l in the 
\C'\1. l3ulI Ilill bet t[IIS qucstion lIas bouncing nrOllild in her hend as she 
Il ashcd and anoinled Jesus' fcet: "Am I so tru[y forgil·.:n that [ can be. 
thercforc. tml ~ IIc!OOIllC_ if not .11 tlus lab[e, at Jesus' tablc'!" The facl 
th:1I she 10lcd much. made il clear 10 Jesus thaI she alrend\ kncII herse[f 
to have been forgllcn Shc \135 respondlllg to God's grac'e in Jesus. not 
scekmg to l'urch.lSC it. Jesus' litt[e ndd[e \lou[d olhemise not work:11 
all ,\I an~ persons. IIhose greal sins hale been forgilen. fi nd that the 

Norn~n1 Knlls fidd 

church- all thosc professionn[] ~ re ligiOUS people represented bl Sun on. 
Ihe Pharisee- is eonstantl~ questioning thc fu ll effecti\ eness of that 
forgi veness As .1 resu[t. thosc \lho arc forgil'ell don' , full" trust 
forgiH:ncss themse[I'es. JCSIIS' ansller to the unspoken qnestlon' of Ihc 
1I0l11an \las spoken in such n \\n~ Ihm she heard. wi th the re ligious 
Icadership as \l itnesses. "You Of(' forgilen!" She lI as pllb li cl ~ reassured 
that ,I'he I\ as loved b~ JeStlS, Shc therefore lleed nevcr fear again Ix: ing 
Impp.:d or cmbarrassed by her pas t. o r rejecled b~ nl1~ OIl ~ for Ilha! h.1d 
becn And for Simon. th.: Ie:!ming \\a.s Ih is: thm. in God's forgil'ellcss, 
this \\ om:!n had sudd~Il[~ cOllie 10 Ix: his sistcr, 

Filla [] ~. \Ie cOllie to the on l ~ qllestioll Ilhieh really \\as asked a.loud. 
"Who is this Ilho el'en forgil'~s sins"" II IS God. of course. Ilho (orgiles 
sins But it is III Jesus Ih:. t the offer of forgiveness of :I ll our sins and ollr 
sinning COmes to tiS As the One Who Forgllcs S1IIS is reall ~ present 
lI ilh us. Ihe tables of ollr ordina~ [li es arc lransfonued 1IIto his I:lble. 
And to his lable Jesus nla~ lnll te IlhOllielcr he desires. When \le:lre at 
table lIilh the One Who Forgilcs SillS. \Ie knO\l- We are forgilell! We 
are invited! We arc [Ol'edl We be[ongl We arc e1l [isled 10 inl ite olheT'S1 
We do nO! h.1l'c to bcjea[ous ofan~ oth.:rs \lho may cOl11e to Jesus for 
forgiveness . 

hI Ihe first hl'll111a[ of Ihe Re fonned Church in AmeTica. pub lished ill 
Nell York il; [7X9 (\I hen thc denominalion lI as sli[[ k1l 0\11l :.s the 
Refonned DulCh Chureh in North America) there \las .1 h ~ mn tha.t I :un 
sure the group nround S11n0I1 '5 table \lou[d hnl'e sung h:.d 11 been 
:11 ai[able to them Its author IS unkno\\ n to 111e. but in :lI1SIICr to Jesus' 
question she or he \I role : 

Yell re tched. hungT). starl'lI1g poor. 
behold a ro~ a l feasll 
\I he re lI1ere~ sprcnds her boUllt.:OUS Slore 
fo r eler~ humble guest , 

S..:.:. Jeslls st;1l1ds " ilh 0]>':11 :lllns: 
He cnlls. he bids ~Oll come : 
gUi lt holds you b.."Ick_ and fc a.r alanllS. 
but see! Ihere leI is r001l1 . 
o come, and \I ilh IllS children taste 
the blessings of his 101e. 
IIhi lc hope auends the s\\\,:et repast 



of nobler JO~ s 3bol e. 
Then:: . wilh united heart and I·Olec. 
before the Clem31 th ronc, 
ten thousand thousand souls rejolcc 
III ccst3.'lies unknoll n. 
And ~ el tcn thousand thousand mon:: 
3rc IIc!eollic sull to come 
Yc longmg souls. the grace :adore: 
Appro3ch.there ~ct is room 

'0 

'------- Nonu"n K,lIIsfic1d 

HEALING SILENCE: A Sermon 

Martha Kriebel 

Te~ts: I Kings 19: 12 : Galatia ns J : 28-29 : Lllkt" 8: 39 

When Dr. K:lIlsficid :lnd I beg3n to pl:1Jl thc scnllons, lIe decided to usc 
the lec l iona~ for the upeoming Sunda~s . His s(;nllon Ilouid folloll the 
readings for June 13, I11 l1le for lulle 2Ulh

. Aner reading Ihe Old Test:llllenl 
lesson IlI lh its description of noise. follollcd bl the "sound of sheer 
silencc." I lho ughl of my husb:lnd's qUOlc, "As n~lu rc :lbhors a I:lCUUIll. 
M:lnha abhors a silence." And hcre I aill. pr('(lchll1g 011 " I leafi ng 
Silence'" 

Selcr:ll frie nds reporled their e)(perience :II :I loc:l I res t3Ur:lnt Close b~. 
:II the nex t I:lble S:l t 1110 :ldlilts :Iud file d ll ldrCl1. :I II of preschool :lgc 
The c hildren Ilerc the sound e ffects alld 3ctions of thc Old Tes tament 
SCC II C 011 MI. Horcb! T he place set!ings soon looked likc thel had been 
caught up in :l strong Il ind and seauered :lc ross Ihe t:lblelop. ' 11e ch:l irs 
rocked :lnd the childrcn thumpcd frOIll seal to SC:lI cremi ns tremors of .1 

mild c:1I1hquakc . ,,\nd Ihc Ooor looked li kc thc rubble artcf :l fi rci 

WhCll t hc~ left. Il luch. fOl1 ulI:ltell-. 113.'l as ou r fri e llds Ilere being served. 
clc ~olle se:lled III the din lllg room. :lnd the I\a ilress. re frained from 
t:'l king 10 take II llhe Il onderful cal m of silliness. 

[n Ihe Hebrell o rthe Old Teslamcnt SIO~. iI's "a sound of fi ne si[encc" 
IlhlCh K:I~ n Keo'If.:I rabbi :lnd counselor and speaker al Chnstian and 
l clli sh rel re:lts. calls "God Whispers" Those mOlllc nts III our life Ilhcn 
God nHn islCrs to us in Ihe healing ealm of silence Ililh the Scnptu re 
II c j ust recei I cd bei ng three sample surpri scs. 

I:"'J(I" :,. "'lIrprl.~{'! Wilh Ius energ~ spent and hiS fait h in God shattcred. 
hc e""pectcd to be refrcshed ph~ slcall~' :tnd rcnellcd sp irilu:llI ~ ~I the 
S.11llC p[:lCC and in the S:lllle II:I~ God h:ld callcd :lnd comnusSloncd 
Moses- on " ,It [·loreb. Ihal mOllnl:l ilitop chapel "here ]I.·loses II ilncsscd 
a Ilorship dram:l that \1:lS:l di s pl:1~ of God's crcatilc ]JOller sl:tged in 
Iliud, c:lrthqu:lke. and fire 

But. fo r Elij ah /"(' LottI Ir(1.~ 110/111 /"" l1'illd, 110/111 Ihe ('(lrlhqIlOk(': 

" 



I " - '1" Lo", ",S ill 1I .wlIl1d of .I'heer .vi/elln'. Here the 
Jl(1I III II<' ,.n'. 1 ._ 
English of the Nell ReI iscd S'and:mi VCrs '? 11 of the. B.ble that keeps us 
close \0 the Ucbn:\\ of tile Ie'" and Ihe surpn sc of ElIjah 

2. He'd nClcrc licountcn:d God through stillness_ 

It 113S hiS ml roduCllon to Ihe he:tli ng 1)(Iller of silcncc-~\h ich th~ Nell 
Engl;uld poel. John Grccnlc.;a fWhllllc r. ~\ould c3r~' OH!r "~IO IllS Imes of 
rC:l.CIlOIl to the dAlg-inducted mcant:lllons of Hmdu pncsls. and Ihe 
frenzlcd ChnSli::\I1 1'\:1 I \";lls. gJ\ Illg ChrIStian congrcgal ions a pra~ cr. 110\\ 
sct [0 a h~ Illil lunc that has us smglll!f 

8,.('(1111., Ihrough 11K' 11('(111' of (lur (A'sm: 
11,.1' cooll1(,.'" (IIu/HI)' holm. 
I.t'l sl'm'e hi' d/lmh . h'l.flt'.I'1I ,,'/Ire: 
.'ix.'a/.: IhroliKh Ih(' ('orlllql/ok" , I1'lI1d ollll/ire. 
() .I/ill _,m(ll/ I'flice I~rcallll I 

The sound of sheer si lence. He:l ling Si fen ce ' 

II is then Ihat Ehp.h·s I\ea~ bod~ . bmiscd emotions. and lattered sou l 
" ere he:ded h lias thenlhat Elij:lh was able to hear Il h;)t God had 10 say 
to him. God gell ing his all ~nlion Ihrough Ihe healing sound ofsilcnce! 

In his book. Wm:</lI{J ill III .. SlInlh' (~f"Saipllm'. Dr. F_ Russcll Mitman. 
remi nds congregations that a r~ tcmpted 10 stage Il orship as clectronicall~' 

induced hype and entertaining emOlional highs. that "people are vcr,' 
hung~ for an e~pe rl encc of the splendor of God that" s I 'e~ different 
from e!ltcrtallUIlC11l .. 

People arc h llng~ for EIIJah's surpnse To hear thc "God Whisper" 
be~ond an~ humanl~ staged h~pc or hIgh of Ilorslu p: An Elljah. like 
moment of shcer silence Healmg Sifcllce! 

A .~lIrprN' .Ii.r Iii" ,'ar~\' CJm~I/Om' ! As thel II itncssed the '\1 ind"" that 
lias 51leeplng. the ""carthqu:U.c·· that li as shaking. the "fire" that was 
ragmg in their congrcgallons. like a storm. splltllng and breaking them 
apart. t hc~ e"l:pencnced a hope-filled and healing silence . A "God 
Wh.lsper .... earned III the Ilatcroftheir BaplislIlthm brought them back to 
theIr calhllg to be God's nell creatIon" here: 

17't'rI' iI' 110 /ongu .k .... fJr Grn·k. 
1111''''-' 1.1' !!f1/" lIgU .\'/(1\'1' or (n'('. 

Ihal: I," 110 irmgl'f mnh' (I//(.i {i.·mah' , 

I'\'tanha Kriebel 

-

(or nil O(YOII (/1"(' (1//1' II! ('III'IS! .1('.(/1." 

Alld il)"(11/ bdollK /0 Omsi. 
tlll'lI YOII Ol't' Abrallam '," ofl,ipring 
heir.l· l/('('ol'dlllg If! 111(' promise. 

3, 

At li mes lhat ma~ scem to be an impossible hope for the church. as 
congregations spltt OIer r:lcism and gender and thc lIars I'aged OI er 
I\orship. I'!oll can Ihen: be al1~ hope for all to be one 111 (hnst' 

TImt"s Ilhat Ted Palmer. a CanadIan officer in the Salvalion Anm 
thought- until he pla~ ed a game II here barefooted people llllc up behil;d 
a sheet so onl~' their toes are \ is iblc Then el'eryone clse has to t~ 10 put 
a name to a toe, Ted Palmer So1id It can became embarrassing II hen elen 
married couples fail to recognize thci r partner's toe! To "hich I can 
attest! 

[n ou r fi rSI parish the Lad ies' Aid Societl"s annual dil1 l1e r ended \\i th the 
same game . To Illy Clllb:nrassm.;nt the toc I picked as m~ husband 's 
belonged to a Ill:ln fifty ~'cars hi s scnior! We didn't pb.1 Ih:ll game after 
thai night! 

The g:lme look a diffen:nt turn for Ted P:llmcr. As he tried to pul a name 
10 a toe. he thought h011 IIC tcnd to idcnti0 Christians from bi ts of 
ident ifiable el idence I-Ie confessed, 

II h:lflp·eus Ilh.;n I see a Chris tian charismatic big toc 
and identi f\ him or her as an emotional" inlO:o\ lcatcd air·head 
Or I spot a·socl al·ac tion orientcd digit a;ld concludc this 
mllst belong 10 a h~ peractlvc act i\e adult \I ho can't si t 
stili long enough to p r:l~ , 

I I ie\\ a II turgical I~ -orienled Chnstian as a spiritual pickle. 
embalmed m the lifdcss brine ofl radition. 
Or I 1\ nte off an evangelical as one of those ··bom agall1 nuls.'· 

But lhen he realized that each toe is attached 10 a body- baptized 
into lhe fai th and family of Jesus Christ! 

All toes hdoll)!. /0 ("Im."I ' The ""God Whisper" carried in Ihe seal of 
B:lI)\islII . Thai ca r l ~ church·llle mOlllenl of sheer silence Healing 
Silence! 

A SIII])I"I'<I' /iIr 1.1·)!,io/1 .. . The ··God Whisper"' of 1esus' nllnist~ he:lled 

" 



" 

rlhe Illcnl:allltncss that had isolated him in 3 ccmctc~·-in st itut i on. 
111110 , d .'" h . r and brought 311 r..-.;ric c::ahn (0 the tombs that had cc lOC WI I C nOise 0 
Ius outbursts In that shcer si lence legIOn heard the clear call 10 follo\1 

Jesus. but \13.5 told. , 
"Hew,'/! 10 lVlJlI' hOIll(' and d('dar.,' how milch III(' I.ord has dOllt' for 
rOIl . .. ,)(1 hI: "\\.,</11 ml'm', "roc/mming IJmmg/wlII 1/1(' (" lly hOIl" 1I/1/{;11 .1e.\'II.\' . . 
Iwd (/fIIl.- Ii". him. 

Fred Craddock. a prcachc(s prc:lchcr. tells about a lillie gi rl \\ hos.; 
p:lrcn\s dropped ha oIT for Church School. but ncrcr came to c1~urch 
Th9 \Ient home to rest up from thCI T famou s Salu rda~ m~hl parties to 
"hlCh Ihe\ 111\ ilcd all the people \\ ho I,Quld gilt them sOCial status and 

help them 11101 C up the soclalladdcr. 

BUI one SUlld,1\ mortling. the pastor looked across the congregation :Uld 
SJII the lIuk gIrl Ilith her parents 1100 Fred Craddock called Mr. and 
i\-\rs. 1\·lom and Dad. It was a sen icc that endcd \Ilth the imitation to 
dcdicat~ one' s hr~ to Christ. and Mr. and 1\·lrs Mom and Dad did ' 

Th~ pastor couldn ·' help but ;;ISk. ··What proll1pt~d th is·!"· 111ey said. 
··Well. do you knOll obout our p;;l rt ics·"· '-k said. ··Yeah. rl'~ heard ;;Iboul 
your p;;Irties ,. ·Wcll . II": had one bst night. It gol noisy 111Cre lIas 100 
much drinking We Iloke our daug.hl<:r. She came dO\ln stairs. saIl lIe 
Ilere eal ing and SJid. ·Oh. can I sa~ the blessing·" God is greaL God is 
good. let us thank hll11 for our food . Goodlllghi. cvct:bod~ I'· 

Then she Ilcm back to bed . ··With that our guests began to say. 'Wc've 
got to be gomg Wc've stmed too long." And in minutcs our house lIas 
empl ~ 1" 

As the~ pickcd up crumpkd napkins. sp1llcd peanuts. half 5.111dll lches. 
and earn..:d trays of Cll1pt~· glosses back to Ihc kitche n. Ihc\" looked :"11 
coch OthC.f and 1<.k Dad e)(prcssed II hal Mrs. Mom li as Ihinki·ng. ··Where 
do II ~ Ihmk 11~·n.: going"!"" 111ell. Ihe heoling silencc. carried through a 
ch1ld Ilho took hef failh homc 10 her famil~! Th..: ··God Whisper!"· 

A personal confession. folloll s theIrs. nOI beeause of a late Saturda\ 
nighl part~, but olubilce celebratIon at our local Romon C:tthohc churcil 
At Ihat scfl iee I turned m~ LeglOn,like rage i1l\\:trd as I lias isolated 
from Ihe congregation processing 101l :trd the :thar to n::ceive the Bodl of 
ChnS!. and I lias not lIeleome! . 

M:mha Kriebel 

A fCII months later I lias back for the I\ lass of ChristIan Burial for the 
parish's ret ired priest. This time I lias seized lIith :t e01l11cting Ihought . 
'. I\ I:trtha, ~ou are the one Ilho lsdescerating Ihe Bod~ of Chnst IIl lh ~our 

angerl"' 

5. 
As Christ called the cl' il spiri ts out of Legion. that thought brought me to 
my knees in medi tation of the Christ I lias reecivi n~ in that silence. Thc 
··God Whisper' ·' Heal ing Silence! 

Did IIC hear it last night in and through thc bre:td :tnd cup? Did lie hear it 
nOli·! 1110SC moments \\hen God ministers in the h..:aling caflll of 
silcnce . II ilh today's Scripl ure being three S,l J11ple surpnses The 
··God Whisper·' of I--Iealin~ Silence . AM EN! 

• 
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THE 'CORE' OF FAITH 

Gabriel Farkrt 

. / (' IK'lllfmg 111(' F(llIh . Ihl"/(mc(li Wi lllen (/lid 
((lIIfi,.'"II1g (11K /1/1/1 . f 1 P 

. '/ / Ib Alan I' F SelL Cardiff: Um\'ers ll~ 0 Wa cs ress, Ap(Jf(>g('/lc ,. ('/ 11.)( ~ • 

'IJO' - -
AI::III Sell h::lS Ilntten a boo\.. that should be in the hands of all the r~ad~rs 

f I ·· 1 I" 1ll11)Ortanee for us has 10 do nOl onl\" II"lth lIs o tllsJouma ' I' ' h ' 
illuUlmalmg refe rences to the Mercersburg t hcolog~: ~u t a so lil t ns 

. , of 'he uuclJcctual hisloI""I' of Chnstlan Ihoughl as II Sll ceplng aceolln ' ; .. f. 
pertains to the IIOrk 'S 1110 qlles~ ions . Ilhatls the core .0f,Chnstlan .. alth 
and h011 can lI e best commend litO doubters both outsld", and Insld", [he 

church" 

The anthor modcsll~ identifies this filial I'olum(: in a t ri 'og~' as a 
"'proJcgonwlloll to Christian al)Ologetics."" It is more thal1 Ihat bemg the 
equilalcllt of a scminnry SUfley cOurse 0 11 theology, past and present. 
complete lI ith thousands of endnotes and numerous qu.otallons (some 
homiletic:l1 trcasurcs) from the e:l rl~ Fathers and medlCl'al thl11kers­
JII5[iIL lrenaeus. T,,: rtulhan. Origen. Augustine. Anselm. Aquinas. 
Ockh~ll1-throligh Cahill . LUlher and the Reformers. to an arra~,' of 
Bri tish thcologlans- p.lSlors and teachers (too I il\ le kl1011 11 o r rccogl11zed 
in COI1\ ~ntlonal in tell ~ct llaJ histories) up through contel11poral)' fi gures 
from B~nh. Brunller, Oul1111::1nn . Til1ieh to the l)Ostliberals. the process 
Iheologl3l1 5. the "Refomloo eplstcmologlstS.·' and the l)Toponcnts of 
"radical OI1hodo-':1 .. (!'Illssing. odd" . from this enc\'clopcdic silfley IS 
AmcnC:l 'S 1110st lI;nucntlaJ apologIst. Relllhoid Nlcbl;hr). High profil e in 
tIns list IS P T Fors~th aecomp.111 led b~ rnan~ of hiS purple p.1tches, 
though. theologle~Il ~. Rlch::lrd Ba.-.:tcr fares a Illtle better for his 
·'rOUllded'" approach. renectlllg SeWs o\\n scl f-ldentlfied ··reasoned 
eclcctlcism " And at the cnd orda)" Cahin is there IIl1h a clinching 
argument 

The OOok IS dilldcd into 3 pans. the fi rsl dealing Ill th th..; qu..;stion ofa 
core Chnst lan faith. the second II ith a scntt iul of formidable. intellectual 
currents II ith IIhieh confessors of the core l1l~ st deal in comrnendiug the 

Gabriel Fackrc 

f<l ith ;lnd finall~ a section c""plo ring ch" intcr-rcbtions of r~ason and 
re\'elat ion :Iud the cOlllple'> inlcrpl<lY of faith. kno\\lcdgc and c>;pcricncc. 
foll owed b~ some overall conclusions 

It ·s In teresting to track the different \I ays the :Iuthor describes the "core"' 
in Par1 I and bc~ond. so clusilc in [ 1H.:o log~ anCient and curren t Sell 
lakes up Ihe creeds mit iall~. but rccoglll lCs their conlC\! II:th" and 
corrigibility. cler rn a quest for II hat is 1r.:mS-COIlIC'<lual :lI1 d" non­
negotiable 111e question IS' II hat in them. and in \\ idcr assumptions in 
the historic faith and practice o f the historic chuTch. CSI:lblishcs 
cOllfcsslOnal ldcl1 t il~ 1I1 con t inlu l~ . Hen.:: :Ire sollle descript ions 

G()(f s free. gracIous saling aCI in Chris("(9). "in Clms(s death 
and resurrection God hns done for us tlmt \\hich lIe could IlClcr 
do for oursehes, A broken rdntionship is restored, the penitent 
nre forgllen. and;1 nell qun l it~ of life is restored."" (3:' ): "'At the 
hem! of the Christian confeSSIOn is the announccment that in 
Christ. and sup rcmcl ~ in the cross-resurrection elent. God has 
neted once and for nil for the redemption of the Il orld .. (J ;O). 
"gathering in Ilorship of all th..:: ..::cclesi;tl commllilitl ;tnd the 
confession of Christ as Lord and $al'ior"' (20\.1) . lllese ;I re 
ehnmeteri7.ntions of the ··heart"" oflhe eonfession. But the heart is 
in a body of teaching too. II hat in a lal..::rscction Sdl speaks of as 
n "'Il orldliell" in dialog Ilith the Ku~ pcrians and others 11110 
employ th is tams The author has helpful recourse to others so 
staling It . ns In James Orr Ilho speaks of the Christi;tn as 
cOlllmilt..::d to a I ic\\ of God. a I ICII of maiL to a I iell of 
Redelll l)[ion. to a Ilell of the purpose of God III ere;ttlon and 
11ls[01) . to::l I iell of hum::lll dest i n~ (3;\)) 

Or. John 1\ lnrsh II ho speaking nOOnt the S::lme dr;tmn of God 's dealings 
\Ii th us brings in the role of the church. the \\olk of [he Spirit in 
person::ll (hnsti.:1.11 c>:pcnenee and the tnmtarian fmmel\olk. all also so 
imponant to Sell 

. that S101""1 comes to us as Illembcrs of lhe Bod~ of Clmst­
the Church ' Ilherem IIC not olll~ le:ml of God's OIe[ of 
redemption In the past but also lilc in continued c"pCTlcnee of 
His redecming OI lld sustaining grace b~ [he same Lord and 
through the samc SI)irit ( 30 .1 ) 

It sounds to th is reI iellCf that \\e h:1Ie here an oler-arching 1l00 rrOlt ll e 
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theolo~ Ilith the Person and Work of Cho st as the central chapter 

Amen! 

Whcn~ docs M.:rcersburg fit into thi s l'icI\ ofthc core and its Il orld l' icw'! 
Sell has presented a paper at the ~" e rccrs~urg Society and here ShOll s h.is 
knOll ledge and appreciat ion of that tradition- so much so that he cites In 
an endnote the bibliography of Henry Harb;lUgh of one of our I.llembers . 
Merle Fo,\: . (.\7~ ) in connection Ilith an appro\'mg quotation frotn 
Harbaugh of the "ChristolO£ical pnnciple" (309). His viells ~ re kindred, 
as Il eli. to the mOlement's stress on the chnrch. IlorslllP and the 
sacraments. t h ~ unportallee of the lncamation. the attention to classical 
Christian teadllng ind uding the crceds and appreciation for the 
Heidelberg Catechism. HOI\el'er. hiS olIn foc us on the Atoncmelll 
prompts him to raise (legili mate ) q llestions about II hether that t heme gets 
suffiCient atte lltion in the tln .. 'Ology of Mereersbu rg . s principal fi gil res. 

In Part II Sell ~'\:p l ores Issues of rchgiotls b nguage ;md the immanencc 
and transcendence of God. In \he laller case, he argues fo r the ncecssitl' 
of both, contra the reduCl iol1lsnls fo und in intra-Christian debate . In the 
fonner. apologetics as engagement II ith current plu losophy comes cente r 
stage. We ar~ taken on a fascinat ing joume~ through the e mergence of 
positil Ism. Ihc transi tioll from thc ea rl~' to the latcr Wittgcnstein, and on 
into the broad fiel d of postrnode m thought llie au thor makes a 
persuaSile casc for thc intemal cont radic tions 111 PQsi til ism (excmpting 
itsclffrom its oli n nomlS of Ic riflabi litl,), ShOllS the limitat ions III bot h 
ph3ses of Willgenstein's nun Illations on Ihclr OlI n grounds. and probes 
thc I uincrabilities of popular postmodemisms Whilc George Lindbeck's 
"postlt bcra lism" is caught in thc laller IICt. I don' t thlilk Sell has 
Lindbeck quitc right Il hcn he \londers abolll his commitment to 
proposit ional truth claims- a freq ucnt chargc bul Qne regula rl~ dcnicd 
by Lind beck. as in a rcce l11 e.'l:changc Ili th Avery Dulles in First '111ings. 
and as argued pe(stl asi\'e l ~ i II a defini l i I e cssa\' bl' Bruce 1\., arshall in 7111: 
]7UII/IW. J ul~ 1989, For all that. this IIh"o le' sect ion is a bri ll iant 
deployment of SeWs apologet ic apl)roach that makcs a modest case for 
considering ChriSllan faith by sho\\ing on their 01111 tenns. holl' 
alternatives prole incohcrent or scl f-defcat ing. A recurnng error of the 
r~s . of Chri stian faith is thei r restricted ViCII o f '·e.'l:pcnencc:' 
chmll1:l1lug (I {)rIOI'; 1I10ral . acs thet ic and rel igious rc;,lit lcs. and thus (111 a 
figure appcarlllg throughout) :lItempting tQ "plck up soup \Iith a fo rk." 

" 

~J!'s Ilarrant for engagmg III argumcnt \\l th alternatilc IIOrld\ICIIS IS 

Ius behcf 111 a defaccd bui llot dest rolcd 1IIIlIgo Dei lIith '" " . d 
l ~ I ' .. aen ant 

p ;I CC or gc nc r:t rel'e l;l tion. Chris tian cOlll' ictions tha t make possi ble ;I 
common ground fo r such debate Of course. arguments so mountcd arc 
not ·:eoppcr-bott~mcd.·· nor do Ihel' IIlducc t:l l1h. but do hm e thc 
fu nction. of deanng awal' barriers to the heari ng o f the Word. Wh ile 
Ba.n h 111Igh t argue that the Word II ill do this on its/his oll"n. dogm:ll ics 
~lIIg the, beSt apQlogclics. Sel l. for aU tus considcmble respect for Barth. 
Judges tlu s to be a gheltolZ.Jtion of the gOSI>cl. Ycs. at the end of the dal, 
It IS onl ~ ' the Ho ly Spiri t th rough the Word enfkshcd. IHi llen al;d 
preached Ilho clokes the "Yl'S" oftlte belielcr. In SeJ!'s form ulation. thc 
cQIlIICling and comincing Word as altested bl our "Christian 
e.'l: lx:riencc" IS its OlI n best Ilitness. thM ;llI est;l lt~n confirmed in the 
corpor:ttc life of the church. espceially its lIorship. Yet. the dialogue II ith 
cuhure in the hope of shOlling on its own grounds Its faults IS lIonh the 
effort. 

Tins book is so rich Il ith the detailed histor~ of apologetics. especial!l in 
Bri tish nooks and crannies too o ftcn olcrlooked. thm it dcscrl'es a 1~ldc 
rcadership be~ond Its Welsh publishing audience Pastors lIantlllg a 
rcfrcshe r course III Christian though t past and present Ili ll be cspccia ll ~ 
inSt nlcted and cdified He rc IS a reliclI th:tt "confcsscs" such :tnd 
"commcnds" Illth enthUSIasm thiS e.'l:erClse in nploring. and adlocat lllg 
for. the Chri sti<l ll fa ith . 
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