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A LETTER TO.THE SEHINARY COHHUNITY 

I write this le17_ter to. you, my fellow. seminarians, with the expressed purpose 
_of determining your feelings regarding t,he motion that was put before the sec on 
January 5~ 1977. · _ 

Basically, the force ,of that motion is' this: to disband the SCC and place its 
I • 

jurisdiction and its funds into the hands of COUP (Committee on r1asters Program). 
This was:proposed in order that overlap'plng functions betueen S<;:C and COHP_be 

' eliminated. Doing this I feel would allow LTS to be more efficient in meeting the 
needs of its constituency as well as being more responsive to those needs that .are 
raised not only by students but faculty and staff as well. 

According to the preamble of the present SCC Constitution, it is the task of 
the sec to represent ';the members of the seminary community." and seek to - 11deepen . 

. and enrich the lives of th~ entire seminary community in social, mental, and ' 
spfritual growth. 11 Notice that nowhere is there mentioned that the SCC represents 
the students: instead, the Seminary Community.Council·is a representative and 
legislative body of the entire "seminary community.a 

- Now, as I see it, this is a very lofty c'oncern that raembers of the SCC heed 
need to place in a high priority, but one tJhich I feel does·not carry much weight 
since the emergence of Cff.1P. For if a student or faculty qr staff person has a 
new idea that they wish to voice or a concern which needs'to be expressed, they 
do not come before the SCC ti~t rather to COHP or the Continuing Educational or 
Doctoral Committees depending upon the ~rea of concern ... Hhy is the s.c.c~ 
bypassed and C0MP utilized more when needs and new ideas are to be expressed? 
For tuo very good reasons~ _ 

1.) To save. time and energy. This seminary has what I personally feel to be , 
a fine philosophy tm,rard seminary education~ , We are prese-qtly upgrading our 
a1cademic level, making courses more stimulating and challenging. Alsoj this 
seminary encourages if not requires its students to get out of the classroom and 

***not really! (continued, next page.) 
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into the real world. This translates into time and energy on the students 
going before 
_The structure 
to Educat:fpnal 

part. Time' and enei;-gy the student can ill afford to waste by 
an organization which may duplicate the functions of another. 
of SCC and COHP is duplicated since both have representatives 
Affairs, Spiritual Life, Campus Life, and Recreational Life. 

2.) The student (or faculty or staff person) who has an idea or concern 
that needs to be expressed regarding the Master's Program (the Program a ma­
jority of us are in) will go to that organization which is felt to l:.ave some 
semblance of power. That wbuld be COHP and for the· simple reason COMP has fa­
culty, staff, and student representation. All sec can d~ is refer ideas ,to 
COHP and/or other bodies of the Seminary for implementation. However to save 
time and energy I feel that most of us would go to that organization which has 
the broadest base of jurisdiction in ~rl1ich to implement our ideas and concerns. 
Thus if approval can be granted from this body why waste the time and energy to 

' \ 
c9me before the sec. . 

I , i 
Th~refore my·propo~al, would be 'thi~~ disband the SCC and do the following; 
~.) Instead of electing ,offi~ers and representatives-at--large during the 

spring and class officers in the fall, elect students to fill the positions of 
the four COPP committees which encompass the entire on-going life of this small 
campus. 

2.) Use the regularly schedueled time for sec meeting for.a monthly mee­
•ting of COMP thereby eliminating scheduelirig hassles. 

3.) Continue to structure COl!P- as it exists with seminarian and faculty/ 
staff participation( This would give the body some teeth with its broad repre­
sentation and if it needs=to be done give CONP the legislative function that 
would be needed to implement and carry out proposals. Also, as a fringe bene­
fit because of this broader representation from all aspects of the seminary 
community, proposals would lie clearer, better thought out, and perhaps more ima­
ginative. 

Now I realize that there are many questions and issues that need to be 
raised and I hope will be raised concerning'this issue. Voicing them now 
rests squarely on all of your shoulders. If you have anything that you feel 
needs to be said concerning this please come to the next SCC meeting of Wed., 
Feb. 9. at 3d5. Th~nk you. 

' / 

Thom Hebster 

**********~*********"'********* . . A
., 

He repeat, 

sec MEETING 

Hed •• Feb. 9 (the VP's 
birthday) 

Student Lounge, 
basement of Richard's. 
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ATTENTIOH ALL SEI-1INA1'1.W~rn j/@ 0 
GUYS AND G,\LS'.' • · /Co"\ @ 

'-SY 
I 

Get your pool cues pritled for atten-
tion~ I 

A pool tourn'ament will commence 
next week in the basement of Richard's 

/ ' 

Hall. Ye's, an 8-Ball Competition -
Individual or Team - depending on how 

1 many enter.. This will be double eli­
!)lination and run for a period- of 8 
.weeks. I 

Please leave your name and phone 
r number in my mail box or drop off at 

P.m. - 10 l Richard's by ~.fonday, Feb. -,:th.~ 
if you are interested. 

;' 

Thanlac, 
Rich Lu.-., 
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PLAIN T.1\LK 
C o I e? tQY 

God... f-? M>f'dSfrj? 
I . , 

Why is it so often that people who know 
the way.that the words go together 
should say what they mean in a way that's not so, 
such that nobody ever knows whether 
they .mean what tl~ey say or they say what they mean 
(or even perhaps they say neither), 

ll''- ve.· you. ho'.~ 
O_ \• Sfr ('1 -tu.rd 

and that really their meaning is somewhere between, 
but they somehow can't manage that either? 

ex per I ei1ce '' 
Wh. ick )oe s:11 'f­
·~\ c fJ c K ,, tAJ 1+ h. ,So they say what they' mean in a way that is missed 

by a hearer.with sensibleness, 
and the hei:\.rer gets lost, cause he can't get the1gist, 
and the whole conversation's a mess. 

\\ eo (JI/+ h eof?) ·,· ~:; 
y,_1u... •::t,sc (1 be +0? 

Moral: 
Be careful in your conversations, my dear, 

.. that the meaning you say will have been 
1what you say that you mean for the hearer to hear, 
but have not said what you really mean. 

T'fll{< ~T 
TT !.!' (llo1..-1 ore. 

fl.-:.:i-1-· o rs•:e .a+- LTS) 

Armen Dichter 

*~************************ 

VIOLENCE 

******************* 

DOONE TO SPEAK 

·. Thomas H. Boone, the Executive 
Director of LAO~, Inc. , uill speak in 

1 Chapel on.Wed., Feb. 9th, at 9;30 am. 
During the study of 20th. cen­

tury Theology, several students 
voiced an interest in' a study of 
leaders who, through their writinss 
and/or their style of confronting 
,institutions, promulgated the non­
violent revolution movement. 

Those students and others in­
terested in writing a proposal for a 
course which investisates their me­
tho? s and p}:iilosophies will meet in 
the CPD Lounge, Feb. 9, at 3:30. 

Since this course will be de~ 
' signed to answer questions we have 

about the use of non-violence, 
please b~ing names of persons and of 
books you would like to stu~y, plus 
ideas for course goals. ~-Je shall 
try to discern from our discussion 
whom the major_ity would like to 
learn more about. 

Tabitha 

Boone was born'in Trississippi, grew.up 
in Memphis Tennessee, recieved a BA from 
i1illsaps College, and :a I1RE from Per­
kins School of Theology in Dallas, 
Texas. Before becoming director of LAOS 
Boone taught school and coached in 
Gulfport, l~ississippi. '.For several 
years he served as director of youth 
work at Galloway Hemorial United 
Methodist Church in Jackson, Hiss., and 
later held 'the same position at Lovers' 
Lane Uriited l'!ethodist Church in .Dallas. 

I 

LAOS, Inc. is a non-profit, ecu-
menical agency which matches con­
cerned persons and' other private pro­
jects which are working to improve 
the quality of life fore persons in 
this country. and abroad l . LAOS ·was 
founded in ]962, and h~G since enabled 
nearly 1200 persons to gain an aware­
ness of the kinds. of forces which keep 
persons from realizing their human 

----· ---·~·------
··--·--·-- potential, an appreciation for the 

values and customs of other cultures~ 
and a new perspective of their' own 
lives in relation to conditions that 
need changing in their home conununi;_ ~uuw~9aJ~r 

: ' '0 

i 
I 

I 
l 
J 

-------------·~----···--------- - ·-------------··-··--· ;----·--· 

ties. 1 

He welcome Hr. Boone. to Ol,lr 
campus. 
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ECO·· i.ltJTLS 

::.e;·w·· i•., er to sa.vc your recyclable paper an<~ ;;ut it on t:"e t.'ll. lr.:: in tLe 
trash area. It Hill ~e taLen to L.E.A.l". r.'2c-;clint; center t:.~ first an<l tLir<l 
Caturdays of cac~~ !·~ont:1. "le still r~ee:~. volunteers. 

, Consioerin[' t:·,e reoponsil1 ility of Cltristia-.:1s to ·;_.e ;:ooc: ste~m·rdo ~f all 
thinr·;n, rJoney, ti11e talents, anc t:,e re<Jourc~s of tl·c eartll over F~:id. ·.T~ave 

· doninion; 1 this coludn uill contain soi 1c. su,~ 1-;estions cac!0• \:e.:-~:: for ra, uore eco·· 
loeically sound 1:1.fe··style. 7'1e :'.:ollo-:.!int_: ar·:! a f•:!U ouc'.1 ti-;'s: 

1. t.voL1 ·:1uyin'> aerosc;l cans. '.,'hey e;~~it ..:.anr:;crouc flou!:'ocar'_.onG nnJ are 
difficult to <lisr>ose of. Over !S~~ of the cost in for t: .. e can. ~)1itc'i1 to 
sticL or roll·-·on deoderanto .· etc. 

~. lise a l:mch 'Lox inste:.ad of 
paper ~Ja.:;r., renenber that all :_-Jap~r 
papers. 

..,ane·~ ~ . ..,'."" for lune·-.,.,.~ ~1"'~ '~ne:il·in'7 of r' - ~ ,_c.1,v , ... -.:..>• •-~"\. ~! <·'--•-c..· 

:..a;,3 ar~ r2cycla-:..1c alonr: ~ 'i.t'i your nern:;-· 

3.. Conserve -;;ater Ly takin..:; brief s~:owers (J·:.S '1~n. )
1 

inst(~a.J of• ion:,:: 
ones or fillin:::: the tut. You.can save as':.:mc":! as 1'' '.":-'lllons of ~rater. 

' 1.0,JS -·;.eir_~er 

***********~**~***~~~*~*~~~*****~***** 

-~'r::_-r.:;·J · A:r::-i :··():JJ.t'..':;:· 

1:re srieak of fr2e<..;0~·1 in ;·.1any different ~-ays today t:.:rou;~! crier, of r•oliti·.:: 
l 1 ~ f ' ~ f . , .. ' 1· ' ., ' ca systeru::, re axation o cultural ; ,oreti, am~ crie:J or. 1n,-_..1v1'.tUa :u::•·1•• '?. ao,~ 

that our (:overr1nent loosen its -grip on our livc'.3. •7c <!eteot i·2r:~:!.n'.'r ticl-.ets ~ 
taxation .. and Llue laus. · 1e asL our sociolo~ical structur~s to re:-:ovc th~-, ., 

chains of outPa.r<l appearancec, i.,~.: coat an<~ tie vcrsu:.:; ·L lue jean:::; fuzzy 
faces verou3 ~lair? ones, and ster<:?ot71•in'.; of perso1:.alities" l;z. cry out for 
free<lo1n. in our inneraost, i.e. r~li;_::ious,' e.:-.r.~sc;ion, uen ·10rality, anr]. in<li· 
vi<lualistic personality. ·re aos~nH~ roles of ambassador::; for free,'..01·1. 

7::eolo_::ically, I find nonaense. Sociolo~ically, I fine! nor:scnse. T'oli ... 
tically, ,I find nonsense. '.L1·:ere is no freed01.1. To t.c free~ I ,_·,~uP.t denjr 

other vs· free~OT'.1. If I •·is:1 to s;10p on Sunday, I deny t·~or.e tr~ <O Fish 'not to. If 
I lcear tennis s:-::oes in the pul;iit, I infrin~e on so:»1eone 1 s attitu<lc3 of uor·­
s~1ip. 'i'he u:1ole ;-1ission of' tl1e ,':'.~<urcl..,, is placed in dilc~·ina. · '.vanr;elisn carries 
uit:.1 it t".·;e denial of :'111 oti1er systen3 of belief. 7o r'reaci~ free:ion in 
c:iristianity,. I m·.ict sit in jm.~~enent. :~ut co not ju:l~Y'!, :'o pr,.;ac'« freedor.1 
is to preaci1 1ondar;e, bon'1a[;e to an et!:iical an<l p l:iloson}tic,?.l ays te!1. If you 
TJreacl1 freedo::i. and deny !;on<lage, you c1 e:iy t!·ie r·os;>el. 

\:Len rml:ine any request, ue expresG freerton and l.or.rln·:;c. ! ':':'.ey 11.re not 
opposites but co:npliuents. :-~elationships require t.onda!je to t'ie others' •,isheG. 
~.elationsl~ips require freedom to i«e honest. 

T\:!.a article is not ·.'.\eant to be ~efinitive, Lut rat:1er instructive td de·­
nials of inc!ividualistic, political, a:i.d sociolo~ical differ·ence:J. 7.::is ar~icle 
nea:ns to say there arc tvo siJes to every s;tory. ~:~l:.is article ::eans to1 de·· 

1 

nounce judgement. And t' ·~sides, the paper ·~as' in a ninc:.1 f0r a quid~ non· 
Gensical article, TJrit·2 anc '!:".and) in, ';O 1:.:tVC il :n>.per is tO Jnve reporterG, 

/-1 • :a.nn 

*********************~**~ 

1:Jatc1
.1 for next isoue; '.J:;.y are "Nn so nuch har:far to cone uy these (:lay::;? 

lfP..at 1 o goin;~ on ~·!it:1 our :;,radinz s7sterc~? Is LTS a ''i:.:rind"' or a 1;::;ut"??? 
Ancl \1l1ere Joes the faculty stanu on all t.1.iiG? __ 

Comments? Give to ::Iner or Lulu by '.::'ues. , l'eL 15th~ 5; nn pu~ 


