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The Gala Post~Thanksgiving #dition of the Seminarian was the most
exciting to date. I loved the poetry, especially Disconnected Fhone
by Debbie Derby, and I found the two letters moving. Although I did’
not always agree with the writers! viewpoints, I could empathizs with
their pain.

Inclusive language is an issue that just will not go away. If we, as
ministers, continuec to usc sexist language, we offend those who are
sensitive to it and drive them out of our churches. On the other hand,
if we force inclusive language dovn (and out of) the throats of our
congregations, we turn off those who are inspired by traditions, es-
pecially traditional language. What shall we do? Take a vote? I am
not convinced that the will of the majority is always the will of God,
Certainly a part of ministry is sensitivity to bbhers! needs. Ve
simply cannot decide that those whih whom we do not agree do not matter

In like manner, we are confronted with the problem of Gay Christians.,
The Christian church has traditionally (but not always) condemned homo-
sextiality as sinful, Are we to ignore this? The interpretation of '
scrinture as condemning homosexuality is also very popular, but there
are other interpretations, But above and beyond our ovm personal
opinions about wvhether or not is is a sin to be gay, is the problem of
what to do wibh the gay people in our churches, It is a sure bet that
every singly person here who will nastor a congregation will have gays
in htat congregation. Depending on your denominational cdogma, the silze
of your congregation, the location of your church, or any number of
other factors, the percentage of gay people in your church might range
anyvhere from 25 to 25,5 (and in extreme cases like my church, 95%).

How will you minister to these people? DMost, id not all, of them never
chose to be gay, they just discovered it one day. A good meny of them
spent months or years agonizing over thelr sexuality and fervently
praying for god to change it, Very many still agonize and pray for God
t0o change them, Ilow will wo as ministers respond to that pain? Will
ve Just dumn another load of guilt on them and tell them that if they
hed cnough faith, God would have cianged them? Some ministers <o Jjust
that Py

Neither medical science, psychological science, nor theologica
science have come up with a way to make a gay person streight. Faith
healers con't do it, witch doctors can't do it, indecd, nobody but God
can change a person's sexual orientation. And opparently God doesn't
want to, because there is yet to be a recorded, docunmented successful
case, Follow up studkes of all those who claim Yconversion’ inveriably
show that before too long they are once again thinking, feeling, and
acting homosexually (except for those who commit suicide first), As
ministers we are irresponsible if we overlook these facts,.

(Continued on page 2)
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If we continue to condemn homo-
sexuality, the best gospel hope we
can offer to gay people is, "lell,
no one has monagec it yet, but I'm
supc 1T you pray hard enough, CGod
will change your sexual oricntation¥
I personally believe the gospel
should offer more hope than that,

It is true that wve connot vwilly-
nilly go tossing out traditions,.
Traditions serve us well in the
realization of our faith. It is
when they ston serving us and we
start serving them that they need
to be reexamined, Such reexamine
ation is terribly painful because
it threatens our very identity.
But for that reason empecially, it
is absolutely necessary.

Arthur C, Runyan, II

IT IS A MATTLR OF CHOECH

buring the chapel service on Iri-
day, Hovember 14th,
up and angered vhen a prayer va
offered up from one of the wor-
shivers in which the wvord Vsexist?
wvas usec, The entire point of the
yvell-nlanncd service vias then lost
for me with this prayer. Ly first
reaction ves, why? Since I had not
noticed the sexdist language in the
hymn itise Up O Men of God, I could
not fathom the need for this re-
minder, I vondered, too, how many

other peopnle were disturbed as well,

Unfortunately, I have not been
able to attend chapel this semester
but I have hecard that people have
been leaving the service in nrotest
ofer the use of non-inclusgive lan-~
guage, ‘That lhas bothered me., I
can understand a little about the
need to protest sexist language and
I admire the determination of those
vho are attenpting to change trad-
ition vhen they feel so strongly.
sut, neither the pulpit no¥f the
vorshhp service should be used as a
battlegrounc. There are wvays in
which the would-be protesters can

be heepnd short of ruining the spirit

(Cont. next column)

I became stirred

CIOICE cont,

of o service and drawing attention
avay from CGod, VWhy is It
necessary to acdmonish the worship
leader? What has happened to
freedom of choice? Iow can any
of us tell the rest of us how to
xpress our relationship with CGod?
The use of inclusive language,
in my opinion, is a matter &7
choice, and to badger people
through preyer and valk-outs
creates nore anger and less will-
ingness to support the cause.
Good judgment in attemnts to per-
suade is wisdcom,

llenricstta Andrewvs

REPORT Oif W10 ATITUAL, 12557166 OF

THe UCSHI

T'rom Hovember 9th to 12th I
attgnded the United Church DBoard
for World lissions annual meeting
as the student representative from
LS. Ileven other students vere
there from the other UCC affiliate
seninaries throughout the country.
We nresently comprise the !'Council
of Theological Students!, whose
responsibility is to aid the
Board in communicating its work to
seminary students and to suggest
icdeas which may aid in wromoting
the importance of the thurch's
foreign mission to seminary studen’

Uhrough the cfforts of the senio.
nembers of the CWS, we persented
o nroposal to the Soard for its
consideration, This proposel
attempts to achieve better cormu-
unication betireen the UCDWI: and
the seminaries, in order to
facilitate apnpearances of people
vorking in the missions field at

he various seminaries when their
travels during their furloughs
stateside take them into proximity
of one of the schools, Along with
6 other concerns o the students,
this proposal vas acdonted, Anyone
interested in a further exnlanatio:
of the proposal, nleasec see me, I
hope to conduct a community hour
on the UCHWI this shrring,

- i
wruce iu,

Dalious



DEAR EDITOR

I vwrite this in response to
Idchael Welser's letter, "“Feedbacky
The Seminariean, I rcalize, is
being used as a battlefield, but
everyone should have the right to
speak up, Weiser touches on three
issues, but I touch on Jjust onc.

Welser says that non-sexist lang-
unage is ageinst a 2,000 year old
tracdition, Vell, there is a fact
which shocks me vhen I realize it,

hat the Dible is written by man,
so it, like man, is not nerfect,
(If you realizec¢ that I said ‘men
wrote the 3ible’ it is because, as
dar as I know, men did write it,
not women) So that tradition,
which is mostly based on the 3ible,
is not necessarily correct.

I e2lso think that Y"Deth ilordbeck
and friends” ame not trying to
crecate a "mother-god, but a Cod
that is neither he nor she., God
is a merb, not a noun, CGod is not
a humea or a thing, but the spirit
of love and joy. V‘Yhen we viorship
Cod, we wvorship the happiness and
joy of living and rejoicing.

There is suffering, but we must
rejoice in it, too, Tor th. hope
end spirit thet is there with us
and rejoicing and appiness when it
is over,

Davdid Tillotson,

Ckay, stop the clock, I mean it.
Whichever one of wou out there who
has been speeding the darn thing
up, cut it out: You've already
macde this semester fly rast, the
least you can do is slow the pace
some so tahat I may try to climb
abouard, out no. On and on time
rushes crowding every minute into
a second and making each hour a
blur., A frenzy., Christmas is
coming the goose is getting fat,
but how does he or she have the &
time to eat? \here does it all go?
The time, I know that someday I'1l
have more than I can handle, 50

now about it. iHow about a small
loan? On the other hanc, forget
ite I can't afford 18 intercst.

De Hason

naoge
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I cringe at the thought
of that black, black day
WVihen theret's not care for the ners:
sut only what I say
that ny words are more important
than my intent
That my struggle is not felt
but left ... unbent
unshared
all alone,
DECAUSHE
I8S8ULS or TRADITIONS
arc more important
Then the person in our migdst,

I cry inside
At the pain I bring
to another whose pain I sece
At the struggle that 211 permsons
Teel
as they search out
their own humanity,

I wonder if I'm not fading awvay
Lost in the memses with nothing to
say
The mockery of viords,
Is it all ve've got
To express that deepest
innermost thought?

Words become callocus and
and cruel

When spewed forth as if urchins
zobbling up their gruel,

thoughtlec

sut Vi are the people vho walk

in darkness
Who have seen o great light,
U God ~ wlesn

please guide us
And set us 1
Overcome our shadavs,
our darkness,
our night,

ilesurrect oulb
our
ouxr

beings,
struggles,
plight,

Hora Smith
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I am genuinely avare, HMike, that
your letter comes out of your wwn
sense of oppression., Being in pein
indeed, means there is room dor
healing growth, redemption and
liheration., I celebrate your
speaking out, for when you and I
arc in touch with our pain, we can
expericnce the depths of God, and
the Holy Spirit moves in our lives,
You are important, your ministry
is dmportant. There will be umany
in your church someday avare of
the nuclear threat, oppression
because of #fiifferences, and 0pp-
ressed because they are blacks,
vomen, Chicanos, gays, or straight
vhnite makes, hatever makes a per-—
son c¢ifferent and stand on the
outside anc not be included is
oppressive, Will your church
support the oppressioh or wvork
bring the Kingdom of God where
are one in Christ Jesus, vwhere
are one in love?

Gail Mogel "illotson

00

SPITOL:

I vould 1like to respondé to a
portion of the article entitled
Teedback in the latest issue of the
Ceminarian, That article implied
that one cannot be a Christian and
be a homosexual, I must beg to
differ, I am a Christian and nmy
Charistianity is based on a nersonal
redktionship to Jesus Clhirist. As
a Christian I attempt to live my
life in accordance with Christ's
nrecents to the best of my ability
and knowledge, 1 am also a homo-
sexusl, I c¢o not find the two to
be incompatible, The focus of my
life is Jesus Christ and I feel
that no one has the right td call
into question that relationship
because of ny sexual preference.

Lis Tor my lifestyle, I find it
sinful only insofar as it alienates
me from God, self and/or ncighbor.
Far from being alienating, my
sexuality currently is one of the
major empowering forces in my life,
Therefor I celebrate being a gay
Christian,

it Sabas

A GAY CHRISTIAN'S JOURINEY IN
ADVIT

Yes, Santa Clause there is a
Virginia, and yes, members of the
church there are Christians who
are gay.

This time of the season for
those in touch with the tradition:
of the church's liturgical year
know that advent is a preparation,
a time of self examination, A
preparation foy the coming of
Christ.

For myself, as a €hristian
is gay, this preparation is
filded with anticipation. I
nerience Advent as a time to
member the historical coming
Jesus €he Christ and how that
event spesks to me as a total,
whole human being, including ny
sexuality. I sense the present
coming of Christ in ny daily life
as I struggle to discover ny ex-
istence within this Christ.- to
love those who persecute me and
to reach those who are afreid of

he person I am. I also look
toward the future coming of Christ
with expectation., llere is my
hope, I know, presently, within
our sin that the struggle remains
within my identity as a CGay Chris-
tian within the church.

Above all I gxperience a strong
chhl to the Christian community
¢uring this Advent scason. I
speak for all caring, believeing
gay brothers and sisters when I
ask, ‘"Are you the Christ, or must
I look to another?’
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Barry Lace
EDITCRIAL

I am very pleased with the cal-
iber of articles wnich I have
been receiveing for publication.
I would like to, however, en-
courage you the members of the
community to begin to submit
articles on more than Jjust the
two topics centered on in this
veek!s issue. Deadline for all
articles is lionday afternoon, I
applaud everyone's efforts at
venting their feelings nere.

MNAann N amna



PROCLATATIOLN

I have seen the Resurrccted
Christ,

Ancd She is rediant and gloving.

She walks among us everywhere,
fhe can be found living among the
poor; with people of color, with
zays and lesbians, with women, with
the handiceapped; 1n prisons, in
hogpitals, on park benches, in pub-
lic restrooms She is one vith all
who know Christ Jesus--young and
old, her brothers and her sisters.

She vigits the homes of capital-
ists and communists. She'ls been
at parties with members of the
status quo and with revolutionaries,
She drinks with people of all
religions and no religion. Aad
when she sits down to eat, she coes
not worry about the reputation of

those she's eating with; and sone-
[&] b
how she alvays has something to say.

She moves vith the cond¥idence of
one who knovs that her hour has
come. ©She feels the strong con-
tractions of labor as another chilcd
dies of hunger; another woman
is beaten and reped; as another
solcier »icks up another gun; as
eanother youth picks up another
neecdle; an persecu51on and alien-
ation, as pain and suffcring go on
anc on,

She is strong ans she is passion-
ate in her labor. And those of us
wvho are called into the ministry
of miduifery know thet it is time
for us to be alert: for Bhe has
onened wvide enough that we can sece
tiie head, And it looks 1i freea
cdom., 1t looks like dignity. It
looks 1iku Tove... and justice...
and peace, % we know that soon
the time w111 recady for her to
use her nover and push,

AT thbt push, every motion of
our world vill stop; and all atten-
tion “111 be focused upon her, Ahd
21l will know that she is herc,

And the kingdom, the life, will be
fully borne

Then every particle of

o

as

ke

he vell

of cdarkness vhich brought in sin,
surrounding creation with 2 fild@ of
idolatry and injustice, hatred and

(cont, next column)

FROCLALATICI cont.

opnression, brokenness
ation, will come forth.
narticle of that carkness
take its rightful place in the
order of creation--as o bareen,
poverless, disposable mass of waste
-—the afterbirth,

Iisten to the »nHulse of time,
Hear the breath of labor. Prepare
Por her labor has been
and¢ the moment of de11VEry
at hand.

~

yourself,
long;
is

ratti Carque

T SPINITUAL LITS COMMITTNS
EISES A
JOULLAY

O

IEHAGEIGES - MALeriEss
T
Ll

,S'J]. JU (uF T.! i \J.LLO(:I(B
Aﬂﬁ

S0, WTERAGA OF AVILA

Janunry 2l anc 28, 1931

T'me,
ephone numoer
Cbock by Jan,

chilcd care

eth

Drovided:
ordbeck,

re of

fngui

A AT R TN R IR e Rt A ]
A JOULLTHY O A

e live in
questioning
traditions, Ve live in
~nd vonder et ve will

ere ror the future W
about the church, s1y
sone th @OHJlOﬂ, are beln
ebout, exnloresd cnd discussed,
soe in the church issues widch
lot OL Teelings: women in
Chur01 nclusive language,
the cnufch, nover and quthor
liveration thcolcesgy, changing
merriage or nartner roles,

(cont. e 0O)

tine ad
of the nast

¥

(.)

v

il

8}
o R

neg



U .g@cov
N TTes

B » |
DS YFUTO=)N0 o%mwsquw

sldniels)

THUTS J0o

:,aﬁj
Iarw Arv.‘ QL0U2

S.re 10. ¢ 2el]
I ym STU U

de
(en)

Ces

TOUORHIRASTY,T TRTTTTY ST oA

goﬂ>o~
QUi

gT
o=
2
5

O

Ms:h unGo

SuTiwods

[SRFacEes



