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The Gala Post-Thanksgiving Edition of the Seminarian wos the most 
exci ti:ihg to do.to. I loved the lJOe:bry, especialfY15i-.SConnectod Phone 
by Debbie Derby, and I found the two letters moving. Although I did. 
not c:lvwys agree with the \7ri ters' vie'livpoints, I could emp::ithizs with 
th0ir pain. 

Inclusive language is an issue thc..t just will not go o.way. If we, o.s 
ministers, continue to use sexist lc:ll1guage, ue offend those who are 
sensitive to it ruid drive them out of our churches. On the other hond, 
if vrn force inclusive 12nguoge Cl.ovrn ( ond out of) the throats of our 
congregations, we turn off those who are inspired by tro.ditions, es­
peci::.tlly trndi tionol laneuo.ge. Vlh2t sholl we do? Take a vote? I am 
not convinced thnt the vrill of the mnjority is nlvroys the will of God. 
Certainly a pnrt of ministry is sensitivity to lblbhers' needs. We 
simply cannot decide that those wfu±h whom we do not agree do not motter 

In like manner, we are confronted with the problem of Gay Christians. 
The Christian church hes traditionally (but not n1rmys) conder;mecl homo-
sexe .. ali ty as sinful. Are we to ignore this? The interpreto.tion of · 
scri:1ture as condemning homosexuc:ili ty is o.lso very popul.s.r, but there 
aro other interpretations. Dut above o.nd beyond our 0 1J11 persono.l 
opinions about nhe.:bher or not it is a sin to be gay, is the problem of 
what to do rrihh the gay people in our churches. It is a sure bet that 
every sinel~ person here who i:Jill pastor a congregation uill l12ve @;2..ys 
in htat congregation. Depending on your denominational dogma, tlrn ,size 
of your congregation, the location of your church, or any nuHber of 
other factors, the lJercentago of rsay people in your church might rongo 
anyuhere from 2~~ to 25,~ (and in extreme cases like ray church, 9 5~.;;). 
How vrill you minister to these people? :Most, i:B not all, of them never 
chose to be gay, they just discovered it one day. A good m~ny of them 
spent months or years agonizing over their sexuality and fervently 
praying for @od to change it. Vary many still ac;onize and prny for Goe'. 
to chDnt;e theL'.1. lion nill wo as ministers respond to that pain? ~Jill 
ne ju.st dump another load of guilt on them anc~ tell them that if they 
hE'..d onoue;h fni th, God would have C~J.anged them·? ,Some ninisters clo just 
that. 

neither 11eclical science, psychologicc:l science, nor theologicc..l 
science h&ve come up rJith array to r,,1alrn a gay person straight. i"c:iith 
healers clan t t do it, wi tell doctors can't do it, inc1eoc1, nobody but God 
c:Jn change a person's sexual orient::ition. And o.pparently Goel. doesn 1 t 
'\"Jant to, because there is yet to be a recorded, documented successful 
case. Follow up studies of all those rrho clo.im 11 conversion;; invoriably 
shor! that be fore too lone; thoy are once again thinging, feeling, and 
acting homosexually ( G:i~cept for those uho commit suicide first). As 
ministers ne c,re irresponsible if we overlook theSE; focts. 

- (Continued 011 poge 2) 
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1ro 11.1n::i: :cDirron 
~· --Tcon1: from Page 1) 

If uo continue to condemn 110110-
seJruality, the best gospBl hope we 
cnn offer to gay peoi)le is, Vi\foll, 
no one has mcnaged it yet, but I'm 
su:eo if you pray hard enough, Cod 
will chonge your sexuc..l orientation~ 
I personc.lly believe the gospel 
should offer more hope than that. 

It is true that rre-cannot uilly­
nilly go tossing out traditions. 
~Cradi tions serve us v!ell in the 
reolization of our fcl th. It is 
rrhen they sto11 serving us .s.nd we 
ste.rt serving them that they need 
to be reexamined. ,Such reex:irnin ... 
ation is terribly painful becc::.use 
it threatens aur very identity. 
nut for that reason e:s:pocially, it 
is absolutely necesso.ry. 

.Arthur c. Hunyan, II 

rr IS A 1'1Nl1JL11 D.f._..clli.Q.kC)~ 

During the chapel service on Pri­
day, ttovember 14th, I became stirred 
up anc~ angered_ uhen e. prayer uas 
offered up from one of the wor­
shipers in uhich the rrord ;i sexist;i 
uas used. The entire point of the 
well-planned service uas then lost 
for me \}i th this prayer. L;y first 
reaction Fc..s, uhy? Since I lu::.d not 
noticecl the sexist L::.nguage in tho 
hymn llis_e __ u-o O Men o::L_Q..od, I could 
not fathom the need for this re­
minder. I 1:onderec1, too, hou mo..ny 
other people uero disturbed as uell. 

Unfortunatlbly, I have not been 
able to attend chapel this semeater 
but I have heard that people have 
been leovine the service in protest 
oicr the use o :f non-inclusi vo 10..11-
~age. 1l1~1at llas botherec'. 1110. I 
can understand o. littla u.bout the 
need to protest sexist lon~uc::c;e .::me: 
I admire tho determination of thoce 
uho are atteopting to change trad­
ition uhen they feel so strongly. 
:dut, neither the lJUlpi t no.f the 
rrorslubp service shoulc: be used as o.. 
battlegrouncl. There are nays in 
Y1hich the YJould-be protesters can 
be ho;unc1 short of ruining the spirit 

(Cont. next column) 

C~IOIC~ cont. 

of a service and drawing attention 
auay froE1 God. Why is tt 
necessary to D..dmonish the uorship 
leader? \!hat h.s.s ht,ppened to 
freedom of choice? Irmr con ony 
of us tell the rest of us hon to 
express our relationship uith Cod? 

~Che use of inclusive language, 
i~ ~y opin~on, is_n matter ~f 
cnoice, anQ to baager people 
t:1rough pv..nyer e..nd i:.ralk-ou ts 
crentes more anger 2nd less will­
ingness to support the CD.Use. 
Goo cl judgment in at tc11~yts to per­
sue.de is uisc~om. 

l:enrietta f\.nclreus 

l?:SPOflT OlT rrE:c A:_TEUAL L~I.:~CilJG 02 
~---~~t1Ir1fCTI'mr- · 

]J':row. HoveL1ber 9th to 12th I 
att4nde(l the United Church Board 
for World liissions annual meetini:; 
as the student representative frow 
L'N.J. Eleven other stuclents rrerc 
there from tho other UCC affiliate 
seminaries throughout the country. 
We presently comprise the 'Council 
of Theological ,r)tuclonts 1 , uhose 
responsibility is to aid the 
Doc.rd in coril.Llunicating its uork to 
semino.ry students and to suggest 
i~eas vhich may aid in Dromoting 
the inportc:tnce of the thurch's 
foreign mission to s0rainary stuclon · 

'l111rougll the of forts of tl-:o senio. 
raenbers of the C'.CD, uo persentecl 
o.. proposo.l to tho ::Joo.rd :for its 
consideration. ':Chis propos2l 
attemDts to achieve better comm­
unication beti.reon the UCD\71~ ru1d 
the seE1inc,ries, in order to 
facilitoto ap)Garances of people 
rrorki110 in the mis.sions field at 
tl1e various sei:iino..ries rrhen their 
travels c~uring tl10ir furloughs 
statGsido take them into proximity 
of one of the schools. JIJ.ong uith 
G other concerns ~ the students, 
this j_)roposoJ. \7ci.s 2.Cloptoc~. .Anyone 
interested in o.. furtl10r ex)l2natio: 
of the proposal, :Jleaso see me. I 
hope to conductl o.. community hour 
011 the UC::J,-J1i this SJ_)l"ing. 

~Jruce :;i;. Dalious 
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DJI;J\J( EDITOI~ 
I uri te this inres])Onse to 

Hichael \Jeiser 1 s letter, 1Teeclback'.; 
rJ~he ,i:;er.1inarian, I realize, is 
being use~ as a battlefield, but 
ev~ryone should have the right to 
Rpec.1';: up. Weiser touches on three 
issues, but I touch on just one. 

Heiser says tlw.t non-sexist lang­
uage is aGeinst a 2,000 year old 
tradition. ~ell, there is a fact 
uhich shocks ne nhen I realize it, 
that the Dible is 11ritten by me.n, 
so it, lime man, is not perfect. 
(If you re.:ilizecl that I said 1imon 
wrote the :Sible;• it is because, as 
Mar as I knon, men did urite it, 
not uomen) So that tradition, 
Fhich is mostly based on the Dible, 
is not necessarily correct. 

I 2.lso think that 11 Deth lT01~dbeck 
and friencl.s•; 2.ne not tryinr; to 
create a "mother-god", but a God 
that is neither he nor she. God 
is a 2erb, not a noun. God is not 
a human or a thin~, but the spirit 
of love one~ joy. \'Fhen ue norship 
God, \7e Forship the happiness anc! 
joy of li vine and rejoicing. 
There is suffering, but we must 
rejoice in it, too. For th_ hope 
and s1)iri t tlwt is there ui th us 
and rejoicing and appiness uhen it 
is over. 

David Tillotson. 

lT O_l?'i1 I :; _ _:'.;?P JJJ ,?_ 

Okay, sto1J the clock. I mean it. 
\/l1ichever one of !?"OU out there uho 
hD.s been speeding th2 c~arn thing 
up, cut it outi You've alreac.y 

1 
' ],, • ' ~1 ' tl maae ~11ls semes~er r y pas~, 1e 

leo.st you can do is slm; the pace 
some so tahat I may try to climb 
abouard. ~::,u t no • On and on time 
rushes crm1cling every minute into 
a second o.nd making each hour 2. 

blur. A frenzy. Christmas is 
coming the goose is getting fDt, 
but hoi.1 does he or she hovo tlrn -lf<t­
time to eat? 0here does it all go? 
The time. I know that someday I'll 
have more than I can handle, so 
how about it. 1-Iou ecbout a small 
loan'? On the other hanc:, forget 
it. I con' t affordl 1J,:, interest. 

D. l-J.ason 

I cringe c..t the thought 
0 -"' t' J_ bl 1 bl 1~ 1 

i na~ ac~, ac~ aay 
\!hen there rs not care for the }_)orm 

.L'iu t only •:rlrnt I say 
tho.t E1y uords are mo1~c im1Jorto.nt 

then my intent 
1.L1hat my struggle is not felt 

but left ••• unbent 
un sl12re c: 

all elone. 
;::,:;c:;cAu ,s_;~ 
I §SU;~;:; or ':ci-rn)JI'I1I OlTD 
are more iE1port2n t 

1:Chw! the )er son in our i-;iidst. 

I cry insic~e 
At the pain I bring 

to another \!hose iJ2in I see 
At the struggle th~t .911 jJOrr.son,s 
feel 
as they sea.rch out 

their oun hLlLW.ni ty. 

I uonder if I'm not fading avay 
Lost in tbe nw.nses with nothing to 
se..y 
1l1lie mockery Of '-!Orcls, 
Is it all ue've got 

'I1o express that deepest 
innerraost thought? 

\Jorc~,s become ccllous .:mcl thoughtlei: 
and cruel 

When spevrncl fo.:btl1 as if urchins 
gobbling up their gruel. 

:l:iu t \.':,; are the peo:ple u:10 1_·ralk 
in darlmess 

\:Tho h."..ve seen 2. grest light. 
0 Gotl - please guide us 

And set us 2right 

Overcome our shadEus, 
our clGrkness, 
our ni sll t • 

~osurrect aut bein~s, 
ot~r struggles, 
our plight. 

Hora 3mi tl1 



pac;e L:-

JjT r_r~~,'3l~~JrLs:c .~L1CJ l~~~~~filJ~UPJ.Cih 

I om genuinely a11are, Hike, tJ.10.t 
your letter comes out of your BTin 
sense of oppression. Being in p2in 
indeecl, mec:-ns there is room cfIDr 
healing grouth, rec~emption and 
liberation. I celebrate your 
spoaldng out, for rrhen you 2nd I 
are in touch uith our pain, ue con 
experience the depths of God, an( 
the Holy Spirit moves in our lives. 
You are inportant, your ministry 
is importcmt. 1rherG rrill be El2.ny 
in your church somec12y arrare of 
thG nuclear threat, oppression 
because of illifferences, and opp­
ressed because they are bl2ccks, 
Yromen, Chicanos, gays, or stro.ight 
1rhite me.l!:crn. \!hate:.ver makes a per­
son c~i fferent and st on di on the 
outside and not be included is 
o:Jpre ssi vo. \'Jill your church 
s~~port the oppressioh or uorlr to 
bring the Kingdom of God i.::rhere all 
are one in Christ Jesus, Hhere all 
are one in love? 

Gail 1.logel rc'illotson 

'i.1Q.)'lIJ:i; lillJ'l10}{: 

I rrould like to respond to a 
portion of the arsicle entitled 
Feedba~k in the latest issue of the 
Seminarian. That 2rticle implieci 
that one cannot be a Christi2n o..nd 
be e.. homosexual. I must beg to 
c1i ff er. I am a Christian ancl my 
Christianity is based on c::. ~Jersonal 
relll.±iionship to Jesus Christ. As 
a Christic:Ln I attempt to live my 
life in accordance with Christ's 
precepts to the best of :my a.bili ty 
and ln10,-1led(Se. I 2m also a homo­
sexuel. I do not find the trro to 
be incompatible. The focus of my 
life is Jesus Chrir,:;t and I feel 
that no one has the right t~ call 
into question that relationship 
because of my sexua1 pre ferenc-8. 
As for my lifestyle, I find it 
sinful only insofar as it alienates 
me from God, self and/ or nej_gh:Sor. 
Far from being alienating, my 
se~awli ty currently is one of the 
mejor emponering forces in my life. 
Therefor I celebrate being a gay 
Chri stie..n. Kit ,Sabas 

A GAY cnrn,srJ-:'IAlT I§ JOURNEY IYi 
. . ADVEHT -~ 

Yes, Santa Clause there is a 
Virginia, and yes, memeers of the 
church there are Christians who 
are gay. 

This time of the season for 
those in touch with the traditionr 
of the church's liturgical year 
knov that Advent is a preparation, 
a time of self examination. A 
pre1Jara.tion fDt the corning of 
Christ. 

For myself, as a ehristian who 
is gay, this preparation is 
fililied i;ri th anticipation. I ex­
perience Advent as a time to re­
member the historical coming of 
Jesus Che Christ and how that 
event speaks to ine as a total, 
rrhole human being, including my 
sexuality. I sense the present 
coming of Christ in my daily life 
as I strug~le to discover my ex­
istence within this Christ.- to 
love those who persecute me and 
to reach those rrho are afraid of 
the person I am. I also look 
to1Jard the future coming of Chris-t 
vith expectation. Uere is my 
hope. I knoH, presently, uithin 
our sin that the struggle remains 
within my identity as a Gay Chris~ 
tian within the church. 

.Above all I experience a strong 
caJil to the Christian community 
during this Advent season. I 
speak fDr all caring, believeing 
c,ay brothers and sisters when I 
ask, 01 Are you the Christ, or must 
I look to another?;• 

Barry Lace 

ED~J;_CJ1IilL 

I am very pleased vii th the cal­
iber of articles vhich I have 
been receiveing for publication. 
I would like to, houever, en­
courage you the members of the 
community to beGin to submit 
articles on more than just the 
two topics centered on in this 
rreek' s issue. Dec:dline for all 
articles is l~onday afternoon. I 
applaud everyone's efforts at 
venting their feelings here. 

"("\- .. ,... 1\.~ ..... _,...., .. ,.. 



j_)2~G 5 

Pl~;~ c11~1A'r r.~)i, 

I have seen the l1esurrocted 
Christ. 

And She is rac~iant and glouin3. 
She ualks among us everywhere. 

tlhe can be found living among the 
poor; i:rith people of color, uitll 
gays anc: lesbians, uith 1.romon, with 
t~e h2ndic2~ped; in prisons, in 
hospitals, on p2rk benches, in pub­
lic restrooms. She is one vith all 
uho kn~J Christ Jesus--young 2nc'c 
ol~, her brothers anJ her sisters. 

She visits the homes of capital­
ists Dnc~ communitts. ,She's been 
at parties i:Ti th mcnbers of the 
status auo 2nd vith revolutionarieo. 
She dfrii-1ks i:rith people of all 
religions and no religion. And 
vhon she sits dovn to eat, she does 
not 'Jorry about the reputation of 
those she's ec;,tine; with; and some-
:101r she el uay:s has sonwthin0 to say. 

She moves uith the con"fidonce of 

Pl~C~J_,Al if/El Oil cont c 

o::.J~Jrossion, brolrnnness ans S8j,J-ci.r­
ation, ~ill come forth. And eQch 
:1orticle of tlrnt c1.srkness will 
teko its rightful :i)lcice in the 
orc~er of creotion--2s r:. b2l~L'f.m, 

-1 ' 0 
, l n L. pm:er _ess, C'.lSj)OS2.0-G m2.ss 0 l WDS"t,C 

--the nfterbirth. 
Liston to the ~ul:so of time. 

Ue2r the breath of labor. Prel;>c:.re 
yourself. For her labor has been 
long; and the moment of delivery 
is o.t bane~ .• 

~c:.::: ·-·~ 

:C)atti Ce.rque 

r;:e r nr ~cu AL LI j}'; : G01-:1·il'I1'I1: ';~_:; 
~Jj{:1~;S~;_:~l·f'l1 ,3 Jj_ 

JOUlil•::jY 
(, ·,:-

_J .L' 

~:?~: :~I, IA:1 ·., ~1 : ~i-:r ~. -~; :3 ..') - l\.itl1 i1l _!_ .t~ ;·) ,S 
·.;T_c;.~ 

1:--i.,1 
;.J -- • J·c:~:·:l··:· (\~? r_c:~:::]·~ criC\<_:;,s 

A:.:il 

on~ '.~rho r:'~n1m2~ that, her hou:;: has J)A'.!_1 ;: 

~~me •. ,j11e ~ .... el~ t11: stron~ con:;-. , '_L1n.:i~: 
~.Lactions Or laoor ccS 2not11er Cl1llc~ ·,-.

1
-AC.?· 

dies of lrnnser; as another ~roman J __ , .J. 
l, ~c: ·, ;3:.c: 

;:;t1 • '11
: :!~JI. :0.i~ i..J:i! AVILA 

January 2L:. anc~ 20, 1981 
s: : 30 - j: ~·O 
~I2:f er Center 

f.rec 
is beaten e.nc~ rcpec1; as a.notller 
sol(ier )icks up another gun; as 
2nother youth picks up another 
needlo; ns persecution and alien­
ation, as pein anc1 suf fcring go on 
e.ncl on. 

,She is strong anr..; she is J;>as.sion­
ate in her labor. .f\,nc.l. those of us 
uho 2re called into tl1e ministry 
of rnic~i.rifery knm,· th2t it is time 
for us to be eJ.ert: foi~ :She llas 
O})Gned uide enough that rre c.?..n see 
tl1e head. .And it looks like free4 
dom. It looks like clic;ni ty. It 
looks like love ••• and ju,stice ••• 
and ~Je2.ce. .An% ue know that soon 
tho time nill e roady for her to 
use her :!or.rer and -oush. 

At thc.t push, ev"ery motion of 
our uorl( rrill stOI}; and all atten­
tion -,:ill be focused upon her. Jljhc~ 
211 r!ill know tlwt the is here. 
Anc1 the k:in.:;c1om, the life, uill b2 
fully born. 

Then every particle of tho veil 
of c'.c..rl;:ness r.'hich brought in sin, 
surrounding creation uith t film: of 
idolatry and injustice, lrntrecl anc~ 

(cont. next column) 

\, -~ . 
I • i~inc;les, Couples 

Con(ucted by: :::».:.:rry :J~2ce 
PL"'tti C2rc:ue 

:r:ec;istration: iTsme, o_c,_c~ross, 
tele;Jhone number to :jd1th 
r:orc1beck by Jan. 20, 1901 

·:~bil( cp.re provide,_~: Inc~L.,_j_ro Of 
T\ctl1 i.To:;:'c1.beck. 

d1- .. ~i ~}_f1_1~i J_Y __ J~~ ~-)~~~~~Jg~~~~~·~~ :~:?1~~-J~~~)~)_:_~ :}~:§~{?_. 

;e live in a tine n~ great 
quostionin~ of t~e )ast 2n~ its 
,-- - • l • • • 1 . . t' ' ·cr2ui ·ci ons. 11 e _l ve in .L1G ~~;re sen·c 
'.-~nc:. ~rnnc1.er '.ilwt pe '\!ill (iscover he 
here for the future. ~::; sll care 
about the church. L..c:.ny issues, 
.sm1e ni tJi drnnsion, are beine though 
~ 1-.0·11 ~- pv;)l o-~e--1 ~-1--, ~'l. 0 c·•1oe<r:-,-·, 1']e 
G ... U !_,._ V' -..~.L~..:; - J_ '-~ t_..l l,~ l:.. O L-.. OO'V '-'..· \:·. 

f_.:;::;e in tee c}1urcl1 i.ssues 1;hich l~ais· 
a lot of feelincs: nouen in t~o 
C 1·1·LlPC11 i 11"' l "LJ si V'"' l '''11l7 ll ~ ~::·e r:·ciy·c i 11 J, _ .•. ' - v- ~1 _ 1....; _(._,._ l.) '"L'O ' u'--·· 0 -
L1 i i .., I 1 • I 

~;.18 C.l1U1'C.l1, ~J01.!Gr anc~ ('.U°CHOI'l ~y' 

liberation thoolacy, chonging 
rc12i·riac;e or :ciartner roles. 

(cont. ~/2,.ge 6) 
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