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the following day, July 4th, 1 attended a cele­
bration in the s ate capitol, where there was a 
large and respectable assembly, and a very ap­
propriate address was delivered by Rev’d Mr. 
Cleaveland, pastor of the Presbyterian church,. 
The cause of religion is not neglected here. 
The Presbyterians are building a very large 
house this summer for public worship. The 
Methodists, Baptists and other denominations 
are building large houses. The Episcopalians 
are enlarging their house by one half. The 
Catholics have a Cathedral here ; it is a large 
but very indifferent house. The German Cath­
olics have purchased, if I mistake not. the old 
Presbyterian house, and are fitting it up for 
their use. They consist pf about one hundred 
and fifty families. The .German Protestants 
consist of about 60 families. J am inclined to 
think they will put up a house this summer.— 
Our dear people of this place are supplied by 
one preacher also, whom 1 verily believe to be 
a lover of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Rev. Mr. 
Smith. This Brother resides at Ann Harbour, 
lie was educated at Basel in Switzerland, un­
der the care of the Missionary Society of that 
place. We spent the Sunday very agreeably 
together in a communion season. I think he 
is the only German Protestant minister in all 
this Teiritory. After preaching 1 intended 
visiting Governor Porter who was sick at the 
time ; but when we ca.me from the church we 
heard the news of his death. On the following 
morning, the 7th, J left this place, in the steam­
boat General Brady, for Perrysburg, Wood 
co. Ohio. In our course we touched at Mon­
roe, Vistula. Port Lawrence and Maumee, and 
arrived at Perrysburg on the morning of the 
8th. This place bids fair to become one of the 
most flourishing in all this country. 1 preach­
ed here in the evening, in the English language, 
to an attentive audience. At Port Lawrence, 
9 miles east from here, are 30 families of Ger­
mans ; three miles north from here, on Swan 
creek, and 12 miles west, on Beavercreek, 
are fine large settlements of German protest­
ants. mostly Americans. They are anxious to 
be supplied. On the. next morning, the 9ih, 
I left this in the stage for Lower Sandusky. It 
rained nearly all day. A large portion of the 
polulatibn of this county is German and entire­
ly destitute of a German ministry. I came in 
too late for preaching this evening. On account 
of the rain the country roads were almost im­
passable. I therefore set out on Thursday the 
10th for Tiffin in a common two horse wagon— 
a pretty rough fide it was, though in company 
with a religious brother, I enjoyed myself very 
well. On the evening of this day 1 arrived at
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from my friends and family., I left home on 
Monday the 23d day of June in the stage, and 
arrived on the night of the 26th inst. at Pitts­
burg, where 1 continued over Sunday and as­
sisted brother Kemmerer in the administration 
of the Lord’s supper to a large number of com­
municants. On Monday the 29th I left Pitts­
burg on board a steamboat, and arrived at 
Wellsville, Columbiana co. Ohio, about the mid­
dle of the afternoon ; preached there that even­
ing to a crowded audience in the English lan­
guage. We had an interesting time there. I 
left that place on the following morning, in the 
stage, through New Lisbon and Ravenna, for 
Cleaveland, where. 1 arrived on Wednesday 
the 2d of July in the afternoon about 4 o’clock.’ 
In this beautiful and very flourishing place I 
found about one hundred and forty or fifty Ger­
mans. They are just beginning tusettle there. 
'They are principally Europeans. 1 preached 
(hat evening to about one hundred ol them in 
the Seaman’s Chapel. They are an intelligent 
set of young men, and are desirous of having 
a pastor. 1 think they would treat a man ol 
God with kindness. After preaching, about 1 
o’clock in the night, I went on board the steam­
boat Henry Clay for Detroit. In the morning 
we touched at Huron a flourishing little village, 
and in (he afternoon, passing up Detroit river, 
we touched at Fort Malden, on the Canada 
side. Here I saw (to me an interesting sight) 
hundreds of Indians, male and female, old and 
young. The shore was strung with tents. I 
was told they come there annually on the 4th 
July to receive presents from the King of Eng­
land. We passed up the river; the current 
was strong; it is one ol the finest streams I 
ever saw. At 3 o’clock we came in sight of 
the city of Detroit ; and a delightful sight it 
was. Think for a moment to be placed on a 
large sheet of water, in breadth about two miles, 
the banks on either side covered with trees of 
astonishing height ; all a waste wilderness, just 
as nature’s God had formed it; the sun declin­
ing in the west; its rays brightly falling upon 
the water and reflected from the trees, and 
gilding the Heavens; in the north suddenly a 
City in the midst of woods breaks upon out- 
sight ; her silvered steeples and painted masts 
appear as if all on fire. One of the crew ex­
claimed, there is the city Detroit ! The mu­
sicians were called up: they played upon their 
instruments; the sweet sound moved on the 
waters and reverberated from the woods on ei­
ther shore most delightfully. At last we arriv­
ed, on the evening of the Sd of July, and were 
kindly received. Detroit is a fine looking city, 
and a place ol considerable business too. On

Missionary Tour in the West by Rev’d 
H. Kroh.
Lebanon^ Sept. 27, 1834.

To the Editor of the Messenger.
The charge in which I am placed is a 

very large and important one, and 1 find a great 
deal more of work here than I am able to do, 
as it ought to be done; yet. when I look around 
and take a view of our destitude places in the 
church at large, I feel as though it were my 
duty, and the duty of every minister in our 
church to do something for the waste places in 
Zion, in one way or the other of the many ways 
of doing it. — Last spring, being in a delicate 
state of health, and believing that a journey 
might be conducive to my health, as well as 
the means of effecting some good, J concluded 
to make a tour to the north and west. The 
board of missions of our church were apprized 
of my intentions, & passed a resolution request­
ing jne to visit certain places in Ohio.* I was 
much pleased with the resolution. It would 
have answered as a letter of introduction any­
where if I had needed it. In addition to this 
the consistory of my congregation at Lebanon 
t|rew up an instrument of writing commend­
ing me to the kind reception of our destitute 
brethren at the north and west, and a number 
of our liberal friends contributed upwards of 
forty dollars, unasked for, as if the good spir­
it of God had given it into their hearts to do so. 
for the purpose of defraying my expenses on 
the way. I felt much encouraged in the thought 
that my dear people are waking up to the inte­
rests of the church abroad. Having taken leave

f' Mansfield in Richland county*
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the house of my brother, whom I had not seen 
.for eight years. 1 was glad to see him and fa­
mily well. On the morning of the 11th 1 vis­
ited brother Sanders, at Tiflin. This young 
brother has a fine field ; he is doing well. He 
insisted on my staying two weeks, so that I 
might be present at the laying of the corner stone 
of a new church, which they areabout erecting 
in this very ftouiishing town, and I promised to 
return again by that time. My brother having 
furnished me with a horse, I left Tiflin in the 
afternoon of the 11th and arrived at McCutch- 
insville in the evening, and preached there on 
Saturday morning. On the 12th J left this 
place and went to Upper Sandusky, where I 
visited the Missionary Station. It is an inter­
esting place and J think much good is done 
here. In the evening I arrived at Marion, Ma­
rion county, and preached on the following 
morning, Sunday the 13th inst. in the Presby 
terian church, for the pastor of the congrega 
iion. The kind brother’s name I do not re­
collect. In this county are quite a number of 
members of the German Reformed church.— 
There is a Lutheran brother, Mr. Wile?, who 
preaches here occasionally and has made an 
effort to form union churches, but has been 
answered by some of our people that as long 
as the ministering brethren of the two denomi­
nations cannot hit upon a union among them­
selves, it cannot be expected of the people. In 
the afternoon I travelled on to Delaware, Del­
aware county, with a view of preaching there 
that evening, but arrived too late. 1 met a 
few old acquaintances here, amongst others a 
Mr. Sharpe, formerly of Frederick city, Md.. 
now editor of the Ohio State Gazette. 1 at­
tended a prayer-meeting here in the Presbyte­
rian church, and thus spent the evening a- 
greeably. On the following morning, Monday 
21st, I left Delaware and arrived in the eve­
ning of the same day at Columbus, and shortly 
after my arrival here called on some of my ac­
quaintances u ho were formerly members of 
my church at Lebanon. One of the young 
brethren accompanied me on a visit to the 
Lutheran Seminary of that place. We had 
Sent out an appointment for preaching on the 
evening. 1 enquired whether there were any 
members of the German Reformed church 
there, and was informed there were a few who 
once belonged to the Reformed church, but 
that their church was a union church and these 
had joined it. I preached that evening to a 
small but very attentive audience: it was just 
in harvest time and people were engaged.— 
The subject of my discourse was, uCome, for 
all things are ready.” J’spoke of the gospel 
feast to which all sinners are called, inquired 
what things the Lord had provided, to which 
sinners were so affectionately invited, shewed 
that it was what sinners most needed, viz:— 
Righteousness,Peace, Joy in the Holy Ghost, 
Freedom from the dominion of sin and the de­
vil,and the inheritance of eternal life ; and in 
the second place, I endeavoured to point out 
how we can partake of these good things ;— 
namely through repentance towards God and 
faith in (he Lord Jesus Christ. Here was a 
somewhat narrow place, through which some 
of my hearers I suppose could not follow me.

people. Monday morning. the 28th, I left this 
place for 1’iifiu again, where I arrived in the 
evening. Tuesday was spent in visiting some 
of my old friends and acquaintances from Fred­
erick county, Md. On Wednesday morning 
30th we laid the corner-stone of a German 
Reformed church. Brother Sanders preached 
a very appropriate discourse in the English lan­
guage; the Rov’d brother Stanch and I follow­
ed with a few words in the German. In tiic 
afternoon I preached in the German, and in the 
evening in the English language. This was 
truly an interesting day tons all. May the Lord 
idd his blessing. O;i Sunday August 3, we 
preached together at McCntchinsville; brother 
Sanders in the English and I in the German; at 
4 o’clock, I preached in my brother’s ham ; on 
the morning of the 26th. &. I leftTiffin for Mans­
field Richland co. on the afternoon of the 29th, 
arrived at Mr. Bucher’s near Truxville, and was 
accompanied by him to Mansfield that evening, 
We visited the Rov’d Mr. Hoffman who was 
very ill at the lime. Mr. Bucher and others 
made arrangements for preaching on Sunday 
and I started on the morning of the 30th fur 
Mount Vernon, and preached there in the E- 
piscopal church, on the evening of the same 
day, in the English language. There are a- 
bout three or four German f unifies in this town 
—but I was told there are fine settlements in 
the country. On the following day, the 3 1st, I 
returned to Bellville, preached in the evening in 
the German language to an attentive people.— 
On Friday, the 1st, I returned to Mansfield, 
preached in the evening in the English language 
and on the following morning I stiid with the 
aged brother Hoffman until he expired, which 
was about 10 o’clock. “ Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord. Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours and their works 
do follow them.” That afternoon I preached 
about 5 miles from town at Mr Sider’s, and on 
the following morning, Sunday, the 3d, in the 
new church at Truxville, in German, and at 2 
(‘’clock attended brother Hoffman’s funeral. Il 
was a solemn occasion. Mrs. Hoffman had 
been buried on the previous Sunday. 1 preach­
ed in German to a large assembly, and in the 
evening in the English language. It was to me 
a busy day, to some a day of sorrowing, but 1 
hope to all a blessed day. This dear people 
should be attended to. The Lutheran brethren 
have supplied their people in all this country, but 
ours are entirely destitute and arc very desirous 
to be supplied. On Monday, the 4th I started 
for Wooster; preached there in the evening to 
a large assembly in English. On the morning 
of the 5th my horse being foundered, I stayed 
till (he following morning and spent the day in 
public ministrations to the people who were 
willing to attend. The word had a powerful 
effect here: may it have a lasting one, is my 
prayer.

On the 6th I travelled on to Sugar Creek 
township, Wayne county, preached on Friday 
afternoon at Sugar Creek meeting house, and in 
the evening at brother Reinoel's, each time in 
German. Here 1 was altogether amongst my 
old acquaintances. Brother William Hiester, 
formerly a member of my church at Lebanon^ 
followed with an exhortation and prayer. We

At least next morning f was told one of them 
said some very harsh things about me and mj 
preaching. Through the course of this day. 
22d, I paid several visits in the country, and 
made some important discoveries relative to 
the state of our church both in the city and 
county. I met with an old Reformed, who 
declared that there were at least one-hundred 
and fifty members there of our church, and 
they had formed no union with our Lutheran 
brethren, any more than that they were friend­
ly disposed towards them; but as soon as 
practicable would call a minister of their own 
church. 1 proceeded again in the evening to 
a small audience, and after sermon, told the 
people (as I generally did wherever I preached, 
in as much as new countries are imposed upon 
by wicked men who come to them in sheeps 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolvesj 
that 1 was a travelling preacher and a member 
of the Synod of the German Reformed church ; 
that the brethren in the east were much con­
cerned for their destitute brethren in the west, 
and would make arrangements as soon as possi­
ble to supply them ; I exhorted them to contin­
ue steadfast in that which they had learned in 
their youth, and if they were inclined to make 
any change, they should begin more strictly to 
practice that which they orofessed to believe, 
and that our Theological Seminary at York, Pa. 
was in a flourishing condition and would soon 
send men forth, who would break the bread of 
life to them. Addresses of this kind always re­
vived their courage. Yea the mere sight of a 
minister of their church was gratifying to them. 
On the morning of the 23d I called on a number 
of families of our church and discovered that 
there is a fine prospect of forming a church 
there.

?\boiit noon I left Columbus,that very flourish­
ing city, for Delaware again, but arriveduo late 
for preaching. On the morning of the 24th 1 
left this place for Bucyrus, Crawford county.— 
After 1 had mounted my horse, 1 rude up to Mr. 
Sharp’s office, and had a little conversation with 
my old friend. Among other things he observ­
ed (hat he was much gratified to see that the 
ministers of the German Reformed church were 
mindful of their scattered people in that region 
of country, that since I had not time to stop and 
preach to them it would be well to give a little 
notice in his paper of my travelling through there; 
this would encourage the people patiently 
to wait until we could supply them. I told 
him he should; then left the whole matter to 
him and passed on. On the afternoon of 
that day 1 arrived at Mr. Jacob Moyer’s, an 
aged member of the Reformed church, six 
miles east of Marion. He received me very 
kindly,and next morning, the 25th inst. I preach­
ed at his house to quite a room full of German 
brethren. It was a happy season for that peo­
ple. In the evening 1 arrived at Bucyrus. On 
Saturday the 25th we made arrangements for 
the following day. Sunday, the 27th. I preach­
ed in the morning 5 miles east of the town, and 
the Lord was truly there; in the afternoon in 
town, in the German language, and in the eve­
ning in English, and here too did the Lord 
manifest his presence. The citizens of this 

’• place and neighborhood are a remarkably kind
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Wo request the attention of our readers, to the fol­
lowing instructions of the American Board of Foreign 
Missions, given to one of their missionaries previous 

to his departure from the United States; both for the 
valuable notices it contains of Persia, and other ori-' 
ental countries, and as a specimen of the labours and 
dangers to which the Christian missionary is subjec­
ted amongst the half civilized nations of the Heath 
en world. The length of the article obliges us to de­
cide it into two parts, the latter of which will be 
given in our next number. (Edit, of the Mess.)

Mission to Persia.
The Prudential Committee of the American 

Board of Commissionariesfor Foreign Mis- 
sionSy to the Rev. James Lyman Merrick, 
appointed a Missionary to the Mohamme­
dans of Persia.

|Read in the Chapel of Amherst College, Sabbath 
evening, August 10, 1834 ]

Dear Brother,—The Mohammedan of 
Western Asia with too much reason despises 
the Christian religion ; for, in every form in 
which it has been presented to his notice, until 
within a few years past, it has been as a system 
of idolatrous worship. It must be present! d to 
him in a diflerent foim—divested of supersti­
tious and profane rites, and of all that paralizes 
the conscience and heart. For this purpose, wc 
must persevere in our missions to the degener­
ate oriental churches, and extend those mis­
sions more and more; and wc most publish 
the “truth, as it is in Jesus,” directly to the 
Mohammedans themselves. Why should we 
pass by the many millions who arc deceived by 
the False Prophet? Come they not within our 
commission ? Are we not commanded to pro­
claim to them the Gospel ? Yes, verily ; and 
we will ho longer pass them by; we will en­
deavour to make known to them die “good tid­
ings of great joy,” which were designed for 
all people.

The leading object of your mission during 
the first four or five years, wil] be to collect in­
formation concerning the character and condi­
tion ojlhl Mohammedans of Persia and Cen-

II. Kroh.

SELECTED,

track of education in this country. You must 
become intimately conversant with Mohamme­
danism; not only as it is taught in the Koran, 
but us it now exists in the distinctive features of 
the two great sects of Sonnies and Sheahs ; and 
also with the modes of defending the latter, 
which lire chiefly relied upon by the Persian 
moolahs. Yon will farther require a knowledge 
of the essential modifications, which the Sheah 
faith is receiving in consequence of the preva­
lence of Soofeism in Persia.—This will impose 
upon you the necessity of study ing the popular 
literature of that nation, and especially its wild, 
and mystic poetry ; for the Scriptures of the 
Soofecs ate said not to be so much the Koran, 
as the moral lessons of Sadi, and the lyric odes 
of Hafiz.

But after all, your grand dependence must be 
upon “the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.” To the Holy Scriptures, in 
their original languages, should be your chief 
appeal; and with them there is, if possible, 
even more need of your being familiarly conver­
sant among the Persians, than amongtheTurks: 
because the Persian regards them with more 
respect than the Turk.and listens to them with 
greater deference. Read thorn daily, and be­
come intimately conversant with them, that yon 
may be “a workman that needeth not to be a- 
shained, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
Nor can you have perused the memoir of Hen­
ry Martyn, or Prof. Lee’s Controversial Tracts 
on Christianity and Mohammedanism, without 
feeling the necessity of all that intellectual and 
moral culture, which may be derived from a 
thorough classical and theological education in 
the colleges and seminaries of our country. In­
deed, in no part of the world will a Christian 
missionary find it so necessary to be armed at 
all points for the conflict, as in Persia,—where? 
it is said, two-ihirdst f the males can read, where 
discussion is the delight of the intelligent, and 
where imagination leads oft’the intellect into 
the wild fields of speculation, and can be con­
trolled only by the ascendant power of clear? 
vigorous, substantial thought.

The Committee advise you, therefore, to 
spend whatever time may be necessary in stud- 
iesthat arestritly preparatory, before giving your­
self much publicity as a Christian missionary, 
For these studies you are at liberty to procure 
all the necessary helps. -And may your attain­
ments be sanctified by the spirit of truth, and 
redound to the glory of God in the countries 
whither you go.

Your route to Persia will be by way ofTre- 
bizond, a chief port of commerce on the south 
eastern shore of the Black Sea, to which vou 
will go from Constantinople by water. A mis­
sionary station will probably have been formed 
there by Mr- Johnston, before your arrival, which 
will serve to connect the missions of the Board 
in Persia with that in the Turkish metropolis. 
With Mr. Johnston you will concert measures 
for securing a regular and safe transmission of 
your letters between Trebiz and Constantino­
ple. From Trebizond to Trebiz. through Erze- 
room, in Armenia, the estimated distance is 500 
miles.- Through Tiflis, in Georgia, the distance 
is greater. The researches of Messrs. Smith and 
Dwight in Georgia, have rendered farther iib

spent a happy evening. Saturday, the 9th, I 
preached near Lockpoit in the Presbyterian 
church, in English, and in the evening at Mr. 
Fuhrman’s near Massilon, and on the Sabbath 
morning. 10th, nt 9 o’-c'oik, in Massilon, in the 
Sd story of a warehouse, to an attentive peo­
ple. May the Lord often remind them of that 
solemn day. ?rl- ssilon is a fine business place. In 
the afternoon and ( veiling 1 preached in Canton. 
Starke county, in German; and on Monday, the 
11th, 1 left Canton for home.

On my way stopped at Bedford on Sunday the 
occupied the pulpit of brother 

on Thursday evening, the 21st. 
arrived st home, where 1 found my family in 
good health, having been absent 8 weeks ano 
3 days, travelled 1500 miles, preached 35 times 
and wherever 1 j reaclu d found acquaintances 
more or less. My health was improved: the 
Lord be thanked for it.

Ira! Jlsia. This you will do by traveling as 
extensively as may be, and mingling freely with 
the people as a Christian missionary, with the 
use, as far as possible, of their vernacular 
tongues. This is not, however, the ultimate 
object of your mission ; the question whether 
we shall commence a series of operations for 
the spiritual illumination of Mohammedans, if 
Providence permit, being already decided in 
the affirmative. Your mission is designed to 
be such a commencement; nor shall the series 
end, we humbly trust, till homage is rendered 
to Jesus Christ, as Lord of all, by the numerous ' 
sects of Islam over all the regions of Western 
and Central Asia. The enterprise, indeed, is 
of the most appalling magnitude, even in con­
templation ; and can never be accomplished, 
except in the exercise oft he most vigorous faith 
in God. But it can be, it will be accomplished, 
if once the light of the “glorious gospel” can 
only be made to shine over those benighted 
ngions So glaring an imposture as that of 
Mohammed, cannot long endure such a light 
The delusion would never have been able to 
spread itself ns it has done, if smoke from the 
bottomless pit had not previously obscuted the 
Sun of Righteousness. Can that light be dif­
fused by the churches of .America—where can 
it be diffused to the best advantage—and by 
what means:—in the countries between the 
Tigris and the Indus, and especially in Persia? 
—are inquiries, to which you will be expected 
to give earnest and prayerful attention, nil you 
arcrable to make a distinct and satisfactory re­
port to the churches which send you forth.

Embarking in company with your missionary 
brethren, Adger, Houston and Pease, and their 
wives, destined to missions within and around 
Asia Minor, you will proceed to Smyrna, and 
from thence, with as little delay as possible, to 
Constantinople. There you will do well to rc- . 
main till spring, in the study of the Arabic 
and Turkish languages. Mr. Schauffler has 
prepared himself to lecture on the grammatical 
stt ucture of those languages, and both he and 
Mr. Goodi 11 will be able to render you much 
assistance in acquiring the latter. The impor­
tance of the Turkish language to the full suc­
cess of your enterprise is apparent from the fact, 
that it is the native language of perhaps a third 
part of the Inhabitants of Persia. Over the pop­
ulous province of Adcrbaijan, which is the fir.-t 
you will enter, Persian is only the language of 
trade and of the government. The same is 
true Mazanderan and of a considerable part of 
the large provinces of Irak and Khorasnm ; and 
probaly along the caravan route from the pres­
ent capital of Persia to Bokara, if not to Cabul.

And her.e the Committee would earnestly en­
join upon you the duty of making yourself 
grammatically and familiarly acquainted with 
the two principal languages of the country you 
are sent to explore. Without these, you can­
not adequately perforin the duties assigned you. 
You arc to determine, by actual experiments, 
what access can be had by the Gospel to the 
Mohammedan mind in Persia. Your first duty 
of course will be, to qualify yourself to make 
these experiments. Besides these languages, 
you will need a large amount of well digested 
knowledge, such as lies wide from the common



108 MESSENGER OF THE G. REFORMED CHURCH.

T IIOLUCK.

sue, should always he chosen with a careful 
reference to circnnst mces. When impatient 
of delays, or tern.Red to hasten onward without 
proper precautions, think of II nry Martyn, dy­
ing prematurely at Tokat, and of Brown, the 
celebrated English traveller, murdered by Per­
sian robbers; and let these admonish you to 
unceasing moderation and caution.

(To be continued.)

quiries in that country unnecessary at present.
While at Constantinople, you will doubtless 

be able to obtain letters of commendation to the 
English embassy at Trebiz. These will bring 
you at once into friendly relations to high-min­
ded men, well acquainted with Persia, who will 
be disposed to render you all proper assis­
tance.

We know not bow long you will find it 
expedient to remain at Trebiz. Mr. Perkins 
is now on his way from Constantinople to th it 
city. Should he have commenced his residence 
among the Nestorians of Ooimiah before your 
arrival, you will visit him before leaving Ader- 
baijan, and perhaps may pass around the lake, 
on your return, to Mazigha, six hundred years 
ago the residence of him, who overthrew the 
empire of the caliohs of B igdad. The distance 
from Trebiz to Oormiah is 120 miles.

While in the northern provinces of Persia, 
you will ascertain how extensively the Turkish 
language is spoken and read by the people, an I 
whether the books prepared fur the Turks of 
Constantinople, would be well understood in 
the neighborhood of the C tspian.

On leaving the region where the Turkish 
language prevails, your first object will be to 
find the most eligible place for acquiring the 
Persian. Until you learn enough of that lan­
guage to dispense with interpreters in your 
common intercourse with the people, or al least 
can make your interpreters feel that any great un­
faithfulness on their part would be detected, the 
committee doubt the expediency of your mak­
ing the acquaintance, to any considerable extern, 
of the learned and noble in the royal cities of 
Teheran, Isfahan, and Shiraz, A Persian, till 
his heart is powerfully affected by the gospel, 
must be a very unsafe interpreter. It has been 
ascertained that, some years since, one even 
ventured to deceive, at the same time, both a 
Christian missionary and the heir apparent to 
the Persian throne, in a matter involving very 
serious consequences.

Among the cities of Persia, the three just 
named will claim your principal attention, and 
of these the committee are disposed to give 
the preference, on the whole, to Isfahan. It is 
the ancient capital of the kingdom, the most 
populous, an.d most central—nearly midway be 
tween Teheran and Shiraz—possessing a more 
salubrious climate than the former, and probably 
a greater amount of intelligence and learning 
than either. But, for the 40 years past, Tehe­
ran has been the capital of Persia. Lying im­
mediately under the lofty range of mountains, 
which divides the provinces of Irak and Mazan- 
deran, the vicissitudes of its climate are great 
and pernicious to health ; in summer the heat 
is go unsupportable, that it is then abandoned 
by two thirds of its inhabitants. Its population 
amounts to about 100,000. Shiraz has been 
called the Athens of Persia; and the residence 
and labors of Henry Martyn within its wallsand 
in the gardens which adorn its suburbs, will 
ever render it an interesting spot to the Chris­
tian missionary. But its population has de­
clined; most of its learned men have disappear­
ed; its gardens arc fading away; and its envi­
rons are covered with ruins and wretchedness; 
And what is it to you, that Sadi and Hafiz were

born there, and tint there are their tombs ?
Koom, one of the sacred cities of Persia, SO 

miles from Teheran, on the ro id to Isfahan will 
also claim your attention. It is venerated by 
the Sheahs as the burial place of F itima the 
Immaculate; and in point of sanctity, ranks 
next to the sepulchre of Aly, in the pashalic of 
B igdad. and that of the eiglh linaum, in the 
province of Khorasan. It is rem irkable for its 
numerous priests, the gilded cupola of its man 
solemn, its beautiful college creeled by the 
present sovereign, and its many ruins, the to­
kens of former magnificence and present de­
cline. In such a place,you, as a Christian mis­
sionary, can expect only an inhospitable re­
ception, and you will need much wisdom from 
above; but there you m ty ascertain the strength 
of prejudice and intoler mce in the. high places 
of Persian Moh im:n :d inism Tuerc, too. you 
may probably see, notwithstanding the blasted 
theism of the M >slems, that, like the degenerate 
Christian of the east and of the Latin church, 
they rn iy be justly charged with an idolatrous 
veneration fur d -parted men. In fact, the She­
ahs have canonized an immense number: in 
almost every Persian village you may find the 
shrine of so ne local saint, accounted sacred by 
the few who are acquainted with his name.

Going from this idle and fanacticd, this igno­
rant bigoted city, a ride of 50 miles along the 
borders of the great salt desert Khorasan, to­
wards Isfahan will bring you to a neat, popu­
lous and industrious town, called C ishan. The 
great salt desert is a link in tint remirkabie 
chain of arid and sandy plateaus, which extend 
from the north of China across the whole of 
Asia, with little interruption, t-> the ‘*o man of 

I sand” in Arabia. Tiirec tenths of Persia is 
desert; and all its elevated table-lands, even 
where not a barren waste, are destitute of trees, 
and impregnated with saline qualities. The 
districts bordering on these deserts are 
scorched in summer with intense heat, ami in 
some places life is endangered by pestilential 
windsand cloudsofsand. No doubt, in choos­
ing this field for your mission, you have taken 
■ nto view the formidable obstacles which will 
every where oppose your progress;—such as 
fiery or piercing climates; snowy summits and 
burning plains; frightful passes infested with 
banditti ; deserts of fearful extent, devoid of 
the means of supporting life; scarcity of water, 
and the difficulties of procuring provisions; the 
inhospitable character of the people, growing 
out of their notions of ceremonial purity, or 
their predatory habits; and with very rare ex­
ceptions, the utter falseness of the whole people. 
Nowell ma ieroads,no carnages, no navigableriv- 
ers, no furnished hotels, will relieve the fatigue 
of travelling* Like the Apostle Paul, yon will 
be Hn journeying often; in perils of robbers, 
in perils in the city, and perils in the wilderness, 
in perils among false brethren ; in weariness 
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and in thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness/’ In some of the routes yet to be 
pointed out, the hazard of life may he too great 
to be incurred, and they are mentioned rather 
for the sake of calling your attention to them, 
than enjoining them upon you as a duty* The 
times of your journeys, and the routes you pur-

FROM OUR CORRESPOXDENCE IN GERMANY.

Leipsic, Jlpril 1334.
Tholuck, (now thirty-five years old,) is a na­

tive of Breslau, in Silesia, and in bis boyhood 
learned the goldsmith’s trade. lie commenced 
his literary cireer in his native city, first in the 
Gymnasium, and then in the University. A 
fondness for Oriental languages was very early, 
m inifested; and as hew is wholly destitute of 
the meins of support, he resolved to present, 
hi nselfas an object of charity to Von Dietz, of* 
Berlin who had been minister to Const intinople, ( 
and was well versed in Orient d literature." 
This distinguished patron of learning was bo 
■noved at the indigent circumstances and liter­
ary ambition of the young applicant, that he 
received him and even adopted him as his own. 
son, and promised to support him, after he 
should have completed his course at the Uni­
versity, as a traveller in the east. Tholuck, in 
order to prepare, himself for his contemplated 
journey., devoted himself wholly to the study 
of the Arabic. But in less than six months his 
patron died, and he was left again to himself 
and his poverty. His merit had, however, by 
this time become known,and gained him friends, 
so that Von Altenstein, minister of state, furn-) 
ished him the means of pursuing and finishing) 
his Oriental studies. During this period, by) 
his excessive and unremitted study he destroy­
ed his constitution, and has ever.since been an 
invalid. While a student at Berlin he became 
acquainted with Neander, a circumstance which 
was ordered to change his whole character and\ 
destination. By means of this new acquaintance' 
he was converted from his former belief, not! 
only to the principles of Christianity, but, by! 
a Divine power. to_..,a_ life of deep and settled' 
piety. Prof. Olsbausen was at the same time 
student at Berlin, and w is the intimate friend of 
Tholuck, but was so displeased with his religi­
ons' sentiments, that ho remonstrated with him 
severely. He said to him that his talents might 
command one of the best situations in Ger­
many, wore it not that his,..fanatjcism spoiled 
him ; that with such views and feelings he 
never could rise in the world, because the pub­
lic would always distrust him, and therefore 
begged him earnestly “to lay aside his Moravi­
an nonsense.” “ If you will but read the 
books of-these Moravians,” said Tholuck, “you" 
will there find that all your learned theology jgl 
worth nothing; that it will never carry you to I 
heaven.” They parted with wounded feelings 1 
and did not see each other again for a week,’ 
At this time Tholuck visited him, found, him 
in tears, and his table covered with Moravian 
books. “I have found,” said he, “by readmgl 
these, that 1 am no Christian.” They now
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MSSEWER.
York, October 1.5, 1834.

Wc have great pleasure, in laying before our rea­
ders, the following very gratifying communication, 
from our Rev. brother the pastor of the Reformed 
congregation in Philadelphia. The example is wor­
thy of thankful acknowledgement.

Philadelphia Oct. 7th. 1834.

i/oioig brother in the minis­
it, Va. Sept. 9. 1834.

Convention or oun CnoncH.
The Circular of a committee of Synod, inserted on 

our last page, is copied from the Pittsburg Christian 
Herald of Sept. 27. Though designod to appear in 
the Messenger of the first instant, it was not receiv 
ed until that number was nearly through the press. 
Tho Corresponding Secretary states: ‘‘Synod re- . 
quire that you publish it in the Messenger and for­
ward a copy to every minister belonging to the Gel­
man Reformed Church.” We would cheerfully com­
ply with this requisition of Synod, but wc have not 
the means of ascertaining the residence and post-of­
fice address of every minister belonging to the Ref. 
church ; the names of the clergymen, of the congre­
gations to which they minister, and of the counties' 
and states in which these are situated, are usually 
given in the statistics appended to the Synodical min­
utes; but tho post-office address is very seldom indi­
cated, and, in suph eases, the directed to tbo.

Extract of a letter from a 
try dated Ac to .Murka

Dear Sir,
“I have long wished to communicate to you some­

thing uf the sitna’ion of our Reformed Zion in the 
great valley of Virginia and the adjoining districts. 
The Reformed church in this section of country has 
long been neglected by the friends of the Redeemer 
How they will reconcile with their sense of duty its 
present situation compared with what, by a proper 
attention, it might have been made, I cannot for my 
part sec at present Rev. Mr Brown wa< the only Ref 
minister in the valley for thirty-six years. He is a 
man of untiring activity and has performed the part 
of an apostle towaid the churches in this section 
The few who are here look up to him as their spirit­
ual father. But with all his care and activity and 
unwearied labours, he has not been able to effect 
more than to keep in existence the congregations 
which he found when he carnc here. In conversation 
with him on the subject he stated that, during the 
time I have mentioned, he preached to upwards of 20 
congregations, until brothers Ditiimbacher, Gates and 
others came out; and he might have raised perhaps as 
many more, if he could have attended to them. Such 
has been, and is yet in some measure, the state of 
things here; but, according to an old addage, it is 
never too late to do good. The church here, it is 
true, is but in her infancy, but she occupies advanta­
geous ground, and it depends upon her ministers 
whether she is yet to rise from the dust and prosper, 
or to sink and expire. The few who are here cannot 
occupy advantageously the ground of which we are 
already in possession much less that which remains 
to be taken up. Our congregations arc chiefly in the 
country. The towns have been relinquished and are 
now in the possession of sistcr denominations. There 
is notwithstanding room to build up fine con­
gregations, I may say in almost every one of them, 
had vze a sufficient number of ministers of the right 
stamp, men who are able and willing to bear the bur­
den and the heat of tho day—who arc willing to sub­
ject themselves to many inconveniences and priva­
tions for a few years ; at all events for a year or 
two. The churches under my pastoral care lie in 
three counties, viz. Rockingham, Shenandoah and

Rcd and Dear Sir,
At a meeting of the Home Mission- 

sionary Society, attached to the German Reformed 
church. Phil, an extract from your editorial remarks 
in the last number of the Messenger, relating to the 
pecuniary embarrasment* of the beneficiaries connec­
ted with the Theological department in York, was read 
when, on motion, it was resolved to appropriate, 
one Hundred Dollars to their use As the coricspond- 
ing Sec. of that Society, I have been authorized to 
inform you, that this amount has been deposited in 
the hands of the Treasurer is subject to your draft. 
An article in the bye-laws of our society renders it 
necessary that all drafts before honoured, must he en. 
Horsed by the President, and Corresponding Secreta­
ry.—Will you have (he goodness therefor.-1 > forward 
the same either to George Troutman Esq. or myself. 
The society wish you to make such an application of 
it as may best answer the end for which it is design­
ed. Yours uiost respectfully.

W. T. Sprole Cor. Sec.

Page, A place in Hardy county not yet organized' 
a- a church is attended to alternately by brother D_
and inysvlf. The others are, just what you might ex- 
P’ ct, in a miserable situation, and want more labor 
than we can bestow upon them, as we are already so 
much occupied. Now, Sir, unless the young men in 
he seminary will turn their attention this way and 

come to us in the spirit of apostles, willing ‘‘to spend 
and to be spent” in this cause, we must give up the 
contest and submit to the enemy; which, however, 1 
■Io not feel willing as yet to do. This region can be 
made a most important section of our church. It is 
truly a hmd of promise, and all it wants is labourers 
to cultivate it.

I have at (his time the labour of two men upon my 
hands ;yes, abundance for two. As it is 1 can preach 
only once in four weeks at each place, ami very often 
not even th.it; which, in this country, is almost a? 
good as nothing. I must be continually riding from 
one place to another to preach, and have no time for 
*>raycr meetings, lectures, or any th.ng. If I get two 
•lays in a week for study, I have done well. It is 
with me, Run and read, or not al all.”

-X » = «■ 2 O

had frequent interviews, and Olshausen became 
a new rnan. He is now the most popular com­
mentator of die New Testament in Germany. 
J'rom the time of Tholnck’s connection with 
Neandcr, and his consequent change of views 
sn regard to religion, he felt an ardent desire 
io devote his life to theological studies and la­
bours. A missionary zeal has been his predom­
inant characteristic ever since. To bring his I 
fellow men from darkness to light, and to intro­
duce a purer element in German theology, has 
been his constant aim. While these feelings 
were developing themselves, and while he was 
acquiring great reputation for talent and schol­
arship, De. Wette w.gs removed from Berlin, and 
Tholuck, at the age of twenty, was requested 
io lecture on .the .Old Testament instead of that 
great man. After thus lecturing six years at 
Berlin, he was sent by the government to Hol­
land and England on a literary tour. The first 
made him known to the English public. His ac­
quaintance with English literature is very ex­
tensive and accurate, and his hospitality both to 
Englishmen and to Americans who visit Ger­
many is well known. At the death of Dr. 
Knapp, of Halle, 18-26 he was appointed his ' 
successor at the age of twenty-seven. The 
Prussian government had viewed with concern 
the bold and impious Rationalism of this an­
cient seat of learning, and thought no one bet­
ter fitted to check its progress, and lift th" stan­
dard of reform, than Tholuck. Nor was it mis­
taken. With the whole tide of the university 
against him, he has worked his way through, 
and now draws around him more students than 
any other theological professor on the ground. 
In rehearsing to me some of the events of his 
life in Halle, he said, “I was sent’here by the 
king expressly as a missionary.” And well has 
he sustained the character. At the end of two 
years the state of his health made it necessary 
to seek some relief from his labours, and he 
went as a chaplain to the ambassador at Rome 
By a year’s residence here, he perfected hisl 
knowledge of the Italian language, so that he' 
speaks it with fluency and accuracy. He has/ 
an amazing memory, which knows not how to 
forget, and acquires the knowledge of a lan­
guage with great facility. In addition to the 
English and Italian, he also speaks the French, 
Spanish, Danish, and Dutch. He keeps his 
journal in Arabic; and in Syriac,Chaidaic, Rab­
binic, and Persian literature, he is familiar, if 
not ~crrtical. He speaks the Latin with great 
easirpbut it is easy to perceive rhat his Latin 
is notCiceronean. Indeed, he is notan admi­
rer of this language ; the Greek is more to his 
taste. A young professornpritsclie, in Ros- 
toc, provoked by some criticism of Tho- 
Juck’s, attempted, in a malignant attack upon 
him. to show that he understands neither Latin, 
Greek, nor Hebrew. That he cannot Be a pro­
found scholar in so many languages, lies in the 
Mature of things; and that Fritsche has hunted 
•utmany inaccuracies can not be denied. But 
the public voice even of Rationalists has deci­
ded that this bitter assailant has by no means 
made good Ims assertions. One of the most 
disagreeable, though in the end beneficial 
events of Tholnck’s life, is what is called tho 
♦‘Jklle disturbance,” la 1830 an article ap-

. peared in Hengstenberg’s paper, exposing to the 
government the impious manner in which Ges[ 
S'-nius and Wegscheider amused the students', 
with the Bible. Tholuck was wrongfully sup 
posed to be the author and whether so or not, 
was hited as the leader of the Pietistic school 
Upon this a volcano broke out; more than a 
hundred appeared in the dispute; Neander re 
nounced his connection with Heng-tenberg’- 
paper, as being too violent. Tholnck’s life was 
in da-ger from mobs of students; Gesenim- 
and W gscheider were upon the point of being 
dismissed by the government, when the revolu­
tion in Paris suddenly broke out, ami, fas th 
Rationalists are most of them Liberal*,) terrified 
the king, so that ho preoeeded no further. 
Soon this heavy sea agitated all Germany, and 
broke the wave of lesser party strife, and when 
it subsided, Tholnck’s case was viewed in a 
truer light, and raised him higher than he. ever 
stood before. He is now preparing a new edi- 
'tion of his commentary on the Romans; which 
/will be quite another book. It is to cont tin a 
critical account of St. Paul’s life and charac­
ter, as a key to the interpretation of many diffi­
cult passages in his epistles. He intends also 
to publish a work on Christian ethics, a com- 
m»mtary on the Psalms, and a manual of syste­
matic theology.—Baptist Begitder.

(E or re apo licence.

myself.

design-
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Synod's Meeting.
We arc still without definite information re­

specting the proceedings of Synod. As we an­
ticipated, the meeting was small, only eleven 
clerical members being present. The next 
annual meeting is appointed at Chambersburg, 
on the last Sunday in September 1835.

The Church Harmony,
Containing a selection of approved Psalm and Hymn 
Tunes, icit/i additions and improvements, adapted to the 
divine worship of the various religious denominations, 
and a concise introduction to Music, including also 
a second part or supplement, containing a variety of 
tunes suitable for singing-schools and private socio- 

I tics. By Henry Smith. Third edition, improved and 
enlarged. Chambersburg, Pa.
prietor, by Henry Ruby, 183-1-

This is a neatly printed book of a convenient port­
able size and form, containing two hundred and fifty- 
four tunes, adapted both to English and German 
hymns. The rapid sale of the two former editions 
of this work is a sufficient indication of the favoura­
ble judgement which the lovers of sacred music ha*e 
formed of it; and the additions and improvements 
that have been made in the present edition, will 
doubtless raise it still higher in their estimation.— 
Good vocal music is an important aid to devotion 
in the worship of God, as well as a source of much 
innocent enjoyment in the family circle ; and whoe­
ver contributes a portion to its improvement and more- 
general use deserves the patronage of a virtuous 
community.

r ■ w—aa—■e—

doing much good, and most cordially wish him and his ( 
people much of the presence and the blessing of God. 
If sufficient funds were provided for the support of 
beneficiaries, many others might be prepared at the 
Seminary to occupy other situations where they might 
be as useful to destitute brethren and render as im­
portant service to the Reformed church. Mr. R—is 
a pupil of the seminary and a beneficiary. Whatever 
good he may with God’s blessing etl'cct must be re­
garded as a fruit of those institutions toward which 
many of our church members, and nut a few of out- 
clerical brethren, have shewn so much coldness.

fifr. Patterson again.
Our brother of the Philadelphian says, in his paper 

of the 9lh. “The Rev. James Patterson’s laie letter 
on the condition of the German churches in our coun­
try has stirred up the spirits of not a few persons, 
whose communications appear in the Lutheran Ob­
server, and the Messenger of the German Reformed 
church ; and given life to those puplications.”

The Messenger, kind brother of Philadelphia, bore 
but an humble part in this notable stir. It put forth 
but a solitary editorial of moderate length, and was 
not enlivened with any communication whatever on 
this subject. The honour of multitude therefore be­
longs not to ns.

Mr. Patterson’s letter has “given life to those pub­
lications.” We would ask our brother for his defi­
nition of life, if we were not afraid that he might 

s us a little too deep into his philosophy; and

Singular Depravity and Folly.
From the Albany Evening Journal.

‘Mathias the Prophet.1
This notorious individual whose proper name 

is Robert Mathies, was arrested in this city or 
Monday afternoon upon the authority of an ad­
vertisement issued by Mr. Benjamin H. Fol- 
ger of the city of New-York. The charge a- 
gainst him was, that he had left New-York hay­
ing in his possession a large amount of Mr, Fol- 
ger’s property; but he has been guilty, it is as­
serted, of many other mal-practices, some of 
the blackest character, and worthy of the most 
severe punishment.

Mathies commenced his career of fanaticism 
some two or three years since, in this city 
when he proclaimed himself ‘‘The Prophet of 
the God of the Jews,” and asserted divine do^s

clergyman may never reach him. There would be no 
difficulty, neither would there have been occasion for 
this injunction of Synod, if every minister of our 
church were, as he ought to be, a subscriber to the 
paper. Those brethren who receive the Messenger 
are requested to communicate the object of the circu­
lar as early as practicable, to others residing in their 
region of country, whom the paper may not reach.

The calling of a contention for the purpose of de­
termining a question of ^o much interest as the per­
manent location of our institutions is doubtless a ju­
dicious measure. It is important that the meeting 
should ba as full as possible and the sense of the 
whole body connected with our Synod ascertained. 
On the subject which will come before the convention 
all the information that is attainable should be sought, 
and the decision to which that body may come should 
bo the result of much cautious and calm delibeialion, 
inasmuch as it must be a final one, and a false step, in 
this case, could not afterwards be retracted.

The mission in Cincinnati.
By a letter received from Rev. F. M. Rashig, dated 

Sept. 25, we learn that his success in the mission to 
which he is appointed has exceeded our highest an­
ticipations. At the date of his letter he expected 
soon to organize a Reformed congregation with very 
favorable prospects. His reception in Cincinnati 
was very cordial, and a lively interest in behalfofthe 
Reformed church was soon manifested. Members cf 
the Presbyterian denomination exercised a very ! charge both to the pastor and the congregation

• . ------- - . .------ j ui_ r..k-.,. I delivered by Rev. H. L. Rice.
Rev. H. L. Rice was installed, in the Reformed 

chut ch in Chambersburg, on Saturday, October 4th. 
The installation sermon was preached by Rev. B- S. 
Schneck and the charge to the pastor and the people 
delivered by Profess Mayer. The whole set vice was 
performed in the English language. A discourse in 
German was preached in the afternoon, by Rev. Dr. 
Rauch, preparatory to the communion of the Lord’s 
supper, which r. as solemnized on the succeeding 
day.

On the Lord’s day the communion service in the 
morning was in the German language, when Dr, 
Rauch preached the sermon, and in the afternoon in 
English, the sermon being preached by Prof. Mayer. 
An unusual number of communicants appeared and 
engaged in the solemn exercise, and much serious and 
devout attention seemed to prevail.

we shall then fore just leave it, as it is, in its popular 
usage In common parlance we mean that a thing 
which is not alive is d<ad, and a giving of life is a 
reviving of the dead. The publications of the Ger­
man churches therefore were in the state of death 
until Mr. Patterson’s letter revived them; and that 
good brother, besides the honour of being a very zea­
lous preacher, is to be numbered with the more illus­
trious family of modern workers of miracles, ami, 
if he were a catholic, might be among the hopeful 
candidates for a place in the calender.

Installations.
The Synod at its late meeting in Pittsburg, resol­

ved that the rite of installation, which is customary 
in the church in Germany, be henceforth practiced in 
our church, and in pursuance of this resolve appoint­
ed committees to install the Rev B. S. Schneck at 
Gettysburg and Rev. H. L. Rice in the church at 
Chambersburg. The committe appointed for the for­
mer were Professors L. Mayer and F. A. Rauch and 
Rev. H. L. Rice; and for the latter, the same profes­
sors and Rev. B. S. Schneck.

The installation of Rev. B. S. Schneck took place 
in the German church in Gettysburg on Sunday, Sep­
tember 28th. A sermon, in the German language, ap­
propriate to theoccasion, was preachedin the morning 
by Rev. Dr. Rauch, and another, in the English lan­
guage, in the afternoon by Profess. Mayer. The 

I charge both to the pastor and the cons:ree"jtion was
praiseworthy liberality toward him in furthering his 
enterprise- He makes mention particularly of 
Doctor Wilson, pastor of the first Presbyterian church 
in that city, and cf Mr. Henry B. Funk, an elder in 
‘be same church, and formerly a member of the Re­
formed congregation of Race street in Philadelphia. 
The latter had long cherished a desire of having a 
missionary of our church to labour among the Ger­
mans and to organize a Reformed congregation in 
Cincinnati, and had corresponded with several indi­
viduals on the subject; but the want both of funds 
?,ad of suitable missionaries had rendered his benevo­
lent exertions ineffectual, It is owing chiefly to his 
prompt and generous activity that Mr Rashig was 
enabled, as soon as he arrived, to commence his la­
bours with most encouraging prospects of success, 
and that the obstacles to the forming of a large and 
Nourishing congregation of the Reformed persuasion 
have been much diminished. We take pleasure in 
.recording the fact that the Session of lhe first Presby­
terian church adopted a resolution granting the use of 
their church for German worship on eveiy third 
Sunday-afternoon, and for that purpose agreeing to 
omit their own. We presume it was expected that 
other churches in the place would follow the example. 
At present, however, the worship is performed in a 
M-bool-house, which Ijas been rented for the purpose. 
The design is entertained to erect a church, but in 
the mean time, to avoid creating debts before the ex­
tent of their means is ascertained, it is intended to 
yent a church or schoolhouse for the first year. Mr 
R-Ar,hig preaches every Sunday, afternoon and evening, 
mid on every Wednesday-evening. He speaks with 
.much pleasure, and with thankfulness to Gud, of the 
serious and devout attention of his audience, and says 
that the Lord’s day is his day of gladness. (Freuden- *•

We. have no. doubt that he wiJJbe instrumental in ] P^nge
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er. lie short!ji afterwards went to New Yoik. 
where ho continued Io proclaim his doctrines, 

’biit with little success at first.—He soon, how­
ever secured the favor, among a fow others of 
less consequence, of three of the most wealthy 
and respected merchants of Pearl st.—Messrs. 
Pierson, Mills, and Folger. These gentlemen 
received his doctrines in the fidlot confidence, 
and believed him to be all he declared himself. 
Their treasures were thrown open to theimpos- 
ter, and he lavished them upon himself most 
profusely. He purchased the most costly ward­
robe. His robes of office were richly tiimmed 
with gold and silver. He wore a sword of the 
finest workmanship, and his gold watch and es­
tablishment equalled the lustre of the most cost- 
iy,

The bondage of these gentlemen was com­
plete; and the fact that throe intelligent citi­
zens of New Yoik were thus deluded, will 
form one of the darkest pages in the whole 
chapter of modern fanaticism ; but the chain 
with which they were bound is broken.

Death liberated Mr. Pierson. He died in 
Westchester county at his country seat, near 
Sing Sing, and the event is closed in mystery. 
A short lime previous to his death, and while in 
health, as we understand, Mathies prevailed 
upon Mr. P. to assign him his whole estate. 
He was shortly after taken sick, and although 
his friends who were with him insisted upon 
calling medical aid, they were deterred by Ma­
thies, who told them that “die had power of life 
and death, and Mr. Pierson would not die I” 
But he did die; and a subsequent examination 
of his body by throe able physicians, resulted in 
the convic tion that he. had been poisoned, and 
certificates to this effect were drawn up and 
signed by these phycicians and are now in New 
York. IV/to poisoned Mr Pierson is to be de­
termined by the proper tribunal.

Mr. Mills, under the strange delusion, became 
a lunatic. His friends removed him to the 
country, and from the society of Mathies, and 
his reason-.soon returned. He is now convin­
ced of his error, and has abandoned the delu­
sion.

The mysterious death of Mr. Pierson, and 
the accompanying circumstances, shook the 
cofidenee of Mr. Folger and his family, and they 
resolved to abandon Mathies and his principles. 
After his return to New York, they announced 
their determination to the ‘Prophet’ who then 
declared to them that if they did ‘sickness arid 
perhaps death, would follow !” This threat was 
not sufficient to overthrow their resolution, and 
a day was fixed upon when Mathies should 
leave the house. Upon the morning of that 
dny, Mathies partook of but very little breakfast. 
Mr. Folger, his wife and children were taken 
violently sick. Mr. Folger did not suspect the 
cause of the sickness till after the villian had 
left the city, when upon examination, he learn­
ed that the black woman who did the cooking for 
khe family, had also abstained from the use of 
any coffee upon that morning, and from other 
circumstances, he became confirmed that the 
woman was bribed by Mathies to poison the 
family- From some cause, the effort was not I 
Huccessful, To none of the family did it prove 
fatal, although all of thorn have not yet recover-]

ed from its effects. This transaction induced 
Mr. Folger to procure his arrest, for which 
purpose he despatched the notice btfore men­
tioned.

Mathies did not expect thus suddenly to be 
stopped m hismad career, and expressed a good 
deal of surprise when arrested. He had in his 
possession two large trunks, which he acknov 1- 
edged contained articles that did belong to Mr. 
Folger, but which, he said Mr. Folger gave to 
him when he left New York. Among the ar­
ticles were sundry rich dresses, about §500 in 
geld, a gold watch worth about § 150, a sword 
of great value, and a rod with which he was go­
ing to measure the bounds of his pardise. ‘-the 
gates thereof and the walls thereof.” He was 
taken to New York this morning.

Mistrial will unfold strange deeds of crime 
and fanaticism.

Commissioners for Foreign Missions ai 
Siam. At Singapore aie two presses, a 
stereotype foimdery, and founts of type 
in Malay, Arabic, Javanese, Siamese and 
Burgis. It is visited by witer-craft and 
junks from almost all parts of South East­
ern Asia, Java, Sumatra,Celebes, Borneo, 
the Moluccas, Sulu and other islands of 
the Indian Archipelago, estimated, to 
contain from 30 to 50 millions, j,000 

Syria and Persia.—A bran h of the
Mission press is removed from Malta to 
Beyrout and Tracts in Arabic, Greek, 
and Turkish, are greatly needed. For 
1 10.000,000 of Mohammedans very lii- 
t’e has yet been done. A new mission 
is about to be, established in Persia, 3,000

Smyrna, (to which the remaining branch of 
the press late at Malta is removed,) for 
use of Mission of American Board of

; Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in 
th; t vicinity and in Greece, and of Rev. 
Mr. Brewer; for Tracts in modern 
Greek, Italian, Anneno-Turkish and oth­
er languages, IjtftfO

Greece, for Mission of Domestic and 
Foreign Mission Society of Protestant 
Episcopal Church ; press locate d at’Syra, 
with facilities of communication in all 
directions. A number ofScripture narra­
tives issued, J,000

Constatinopi.e and Asia Minor, especi­
ally for the Armenians, including the re­
cent mission station at Broos.i, and Tre- 
bis on the Black sea; 30 Lancasterian 
schools in operation with 2,000 pupils, 1,000 

Russia.—The Tract friendsat St. Peters­
burg say, uWc labour for 60,000,000 
and more.” A depository is opened at 
Moscow-. The eagerness with which 
tracts are purchased and received, not 
only in these cities hut in distant parts of 
the empire, affords abundant encourage­
ment, and the call lor pecuniary aid is 
very urgent, 1^00

Germany, especially the Lower Saxony 
Tract Society at Hamburg, which has 
more than 80 publications in common 
with this Society; very extensive open­
ings for usefulness in Germany, Switzer­
land, Lithuania and Poland; and much 
opposition from Neology, 1,050

France.—The Paris Religious Tract Soci­
ety has nearly 40 publications in com­
mon with the American; it labours for 
3-2.000,000: the press is unrestrained; 
and the col portage system of circulation 
very useful, 1,000

Moravian Brethren.—Tracts and books 
are needed at numerous mission 
stations, and several are just issued dr in 
progress for West Indies and Canada, 700 

North American Indians, for missions 
of the American Board of Commission­
ers for Foreign Missions, 300

do. do. American Baptist Board) 900
Unappropriated, for new openings, 700

Appropriations for Tracts in Foreign Lands. 

The Executive Committee of the American 
Tract Society have publif-bt d a Circular from 
which we make the following extract.

Resolved, That the following appropriations 
be made vs early as sufficient contributions be 
received, and opportunities be afforded for trans- 
mitiing them. viz.
To China, for the use of the American 

Mission, in connexion with Rev Mr. 
Gutzlaff, Leang Afa, and others; all reli­
gions being here mainly diffused through 
the press, and the Chinese written lan­
guage being intelligible, not only in Chi­
na, but in Corea, Japan, Loochoo, and 
Co* hin-Chinn. embracing in the opinion 
of Dr. Morrison. 11 more than one third 
of the popul tion of the globe,” vast 
multitudes of the Chinese havingshown 
the utmost eagerness for books, §5,000

Burmaii and Siam, for the use of the A- 
merican Batist Mission; having in opera­
tion among eighteen millions of Bur­
mans, a type and stereotype foundry, 4 
master printers, organized bands of dis­
tributors pervading the rivers, towns, and 
villages; great eagerness among the peo­
ple to read, and many conversions by 
means of tracts, 5,000

Ceylon and the adjacent Continent 
—for ten millions speaking the Tamul. 
In Ceylon are seven mission stations ; 
two presses; 4.000 scholars; 30 native 
converts might be immediately employed 
as distributors. Another station soon to 
be commenced at Madras, 3,500

The Mahrattas—about twelve millions; 
three missionaries devoted to Bible and 
Tract distribution, which, with religious 
conversation and schoolsare here among 
the most promising means, 3,000

Sandwich Islands—three mission pres­
ses; 16 to 18 native printers; 50,000 
scholars. Only 1620 pages yet printed 
in Hiiawaian- Every new tract findsa- 
bout 20.000 renders. Nowhere, proba­
bly, is every page issued so likely to be 

..____________ ...... appreciated and read, 3,000
To none of the family did it prove Singapore and Indian Archipelago, in­

cluding -Mission oflhe American Board of
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Cholera.— The Mayor of Quebec recently 
stated at a public meeting, that the Cholera had 
carried off from fourtet n to fifteen hundred resi­
dents of that city, during the present year.

Conversion to Protestantism.

The Cork Herald states that the Rev. Mr. 
Nolan, who took such a leading part in the 
public controversial discussions in Ireland, and 
uho was the intimate friend of Dr. Doyle, is 
reported to have resigned his parish in the dio 
cese of Leighlin, and conformed to the doc­
trines of the Established Church. Transub- 
stantiation is the groundwork of his objection 
to the tenets of the Church of Rome.

—^©s—
Maryland.—The population of Maryland in 

1830. was 447.040 souls, viz: 291,108 whites, 
52.938 free-colored, and 102.994 slaves. In 
1820, the population was 407.350. Whites, 
2b5 438----free-colored, 44,730—slaves, 101,-
998. Increase of population,. 39,690—of slaves 
896.

Board of Missions.
The following persons constitute the Board 

of Missions for the ensuing year.
Classis of East Pennsylvania, 

Rev. B. C. Wolff and Philip Meixsell, Esq.
Classis of Lebanon, 

Rev. D. Zacharias and John C. Bucher, Esq.
Classis of Zion, 

Rev. Samuel Gutelius and Rev. Henry Rice.
Classis of Maryland, 

Rev. E. Hiner and William Booth Esq.
Classis of N. Carolina, 

Rev. J. H. Crawford &Rev. Wm. C.Bennet.
Classis of Susquehanna, 

Rev. Justus Fries and Mr. Fred’k Mayer.
The members elected by Synod, 

Messrs. George King, Henry Wirt, Georg* 
Will, and D. Shriver.

B. C. Wolff, Corns. Sec. 
of Synod.

pic of all such places as may desire to have 
them established among them. Such proposals 
must, as a matter of course, guarantee in a for­
mal and legally binding manner, whatever of­
fers they may embrace.

The Committee are also authorized to invite,, 
and they do hereby invite the attendance of all 
ministers belonging to the church, and of alt 
elders who may be delegated by their respec­
tive congregations, to be present nt the said Ge­
neral Synod of the- German Reformed Church, 
at the time and place above specified.

B. C. WOLFF,
Wm. A. Good,
Robert Douglas,

Session of Synod, 
Pittsburgh Sept. 18th, 1834.

N. B.—Papers friendly to the cause of relig­
ion and literature in the states of Pennsylvania, 
and Maryland, will please to give the above a.Q 
insertion.

Decline of Romish Missions.—In 1791, the 
Romish church had from GO to 80 missionaries 
in China, India and other eastern countries— 
now there are scarcely thirty—and most of these 
are sinking under the weight of years and in­
firmities! So says a Romish priest ; see an ar­
ticle on this subject on the last page of this 
number. In Smith America, in France, Spain, 
Portugal and in the East popery is losing power, 
is sinking like one abandoned of God. Is 
this fact the argument which urges to desperate 
efforts to secure patronage and power in this 
country?—£ Rel. Telegraph.

Notice.
A special meeting of the Board of Visitors of 

the Theological Seminary of the Ger. Ref. 
Church will be held on Thursday evening the 
23d of this month in York, Pa.

D. Ziegler, Secretary.
October 9, 1834.

Moneys Received.
By Mr John Smith, Chambersburg, from Mr Ja­

cob Heck §1.50 ; Joseph Niealy §1.25; Nicholas Sni­
der §1.00; Messrs John Smith, Wm Heyser, B. Wolff, 

, Hemy Smith and Mru Mary Smith each 25 cts (bah
irdingly invite..proposals from the good peo- lances.) d -

Maryland Classis.

A special meeting of the Classis of Maryland 
will be held in the city of Frederick on the last 
T uesday in October. Punctual attendance is requcfct-

By order of the President.
Wm. A. Good; Sec.,

—-----------------:----- )•
The Treasurer of the Board of Missions ac­

knowledges having received from Rev. J. C. 
Bucher $ 7 00

Inquisition abolished in Spain.
The abolition of this horrid tribunal in Spain, is 

another evidence that while the at hcrents of popery 
are making efforts in this country, their cause is sink­
ing in Europe. This important event is announced 
in a laic London Patriot, in the follow ing decree, da­
ted the J 5th of July.

“Art. 1. The tribunal of the Inquision is definitely 
suppressed. “Art. 2 The properly, income and other 
goods belonging to this inquision arc to be applied to 
the payment of the public debt. “Art 3 The pro­
duce of the 101 canonships dependent upon the In 
quisition arc to be applied to the >ame purpose. “Art. 
4. The tmplcycrs attached (o this tribunal and its de­
pendencies, who possess ecclesiastical prebends or 
civil employments in remuneration, shall have no 
right to receive the emoluments from the funds of 
the said tribunal. “ Art. 5. All the other employers 
are to receive the amount of the salaries from the 
sinking fund, until they have been otherwise provid­
ed for.”

Wc earnestly hope that the honorable example thus 
set by Spain will seal the doom of this cruel slavish 
institution, which had its origin in that country. Pri- 
ciltian. a mild and eloquent man. was the fiisl victim 
of Religious Intolerance under this system. Torque- 
mado, the Inqilisitor-Gcneral, is said to have tried 
and tortured, in the course of fourteen years, eighty 
thousand persons, of which six thousand were exe­
cuted !

Happily for America she has no established Church; 
no Stale Religion, and is therefore in no danger of 
ever countenancing any thing like force in favour of 
any particular sect. Every man is here left Ireely to 
form and follow his own opinions on the subject of 
Religion, as well as on every other, and no one has 
a right to throw the least impediment in his way.

The above remarks are from the Nationlial Intel­
ligencer. We fully concur with the Editors in the 
sentiment expressed in relation to the doom of the 
inquisition ; and in the hope that America will never 
he blessed, or cursed, with an established church sup­
ported by the government; but we arc not persuaded 
that there is no danger that people will ever counte­
nance any thing like force in favour of a particular 
sect. If wc are well advised of facts, there is dan­
ger that we shall have many citizens who .will use 
force on this subject. There are husbands, and fa­
thers, who use authority in encroaching on the reli 
gious freedom of wives and children who have arriv­
ed at mature age. The rights of conscience are in­
vaded and all for a favorite sect, a sect not in high 
repute among those who are esteemed pious, evange­
lical Christians. Authority in such cases is force-, & 
if individuals have recourse to it, there is danger that 
the example may be contagious—that the majority 
in a community may follow it. Nothing but the more 
general diffusion of Christian knowledge and the in­
fluence of the Gospel, can effectually prevent the ex­
ercise of an irreligious despotism of this character.

(Southern licl. Tel.

From the Pittsburgh Christian Herald.

C I it c (J l A It.

Proposed location of the Theological Semina­
ry and Clasical School of the German Re­
formed Church.
The undersigned, a commilee appointed for 

the purpose, by the Synod of the German Re­
formed Church, now in session at Pittsburgh, 
represent,

That Synod has resolved to call a special 
General Synod, to meet at Harrishurgh, uu the 
first Monday in December next, for the purpose 
of determining upon the permanent location of 
their Theological Seminary and Classical School, 
and of transacting' such other business as may 
then and there come before them.

Both these institutions have for some years 
past, been located at York, in this state, and 
are in prosperous circumstances. They are un­
der the care of compe tent professorsand teach­
ers, and a considerable amount of funds has 
been contributed for their endowment.

The advantages of such institutions, both in 
a literary and moral point of view, to a com­
munity,are unquestionably great; and they ap­
pear to be appreciated. Proposals, inviting their 
removal from York, and presenting strong in­
ducements to Synod to doso, have already been 
made from the inhabitants of more than one re­
spectable town in this Commonwealth; but it 
has been thought best, before a selection is 
made, to give public notice of the determina­
tion of Synod, permanently to locate these val­
uable establishments, ih order that all who may 
desire to compete for them, may have an op-: 
portunity of presenting their claims.

The undersigned, therefore, give this public 
notice of the intended meeting of a General Sy­
nod of the German Reformed Church, at the 
time and place specified, for the express pur­
pose of permanently locating their 'rheological 
Seminary and Classical School: and they ac- 
cor................


