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mrrBACK 

Since some people find it fitting to use this paper to voice 
their personal opinions under the guise of community concerns, I guess 
it is time for me to voice mine. 

I found last \1eek 1 s Seminarian to be a veritable scrapbook of 
soap-box sermons on various11 causes~ beginning vii th our \.1eekly pearls of 
wisdom from Gail 11i$13otson. I am glad .she has a wonderful time on her 
excursion into the mountains nith Dan Berrigan. I hope she has a 
wonderful time lying around the Pentagon also. Horrever, in the illus­
tration she gave about this demonstration representing life surrounding 
death, I personally v:ronder which represents v1hich. rlho is it who has 
really sold out to culture? Gail :may find out that the majority of the 
American people have a different perspective than she. 

I found Barry Lace's articles very informative. I never knew 
there was such a thing as a· 11 gay Christia.1111 • I must be using the wrong 
Bible. The one I read very plainly condemns homosexuality. I am 
curious about his use of the term ;1bigoV 1 •. According to Webster's 
dictionary a tibigot11 is 11 one intolerantly devoted to his won church, 
party or opinion. ii If that is the case, then judging by Lace's ar:bicler: 
the term fits him too. Personally I resent the term ;•gay Christian11 • 

These \fords mix about as nell as oil and water. 
I am equally informed each week about racism and sexism, thanks to 

Beth Nordbeck and friends. 'rhis ueek she told me it is all right to be 
angry. I am glad to hear that because I am angry. To me, the racism­
sexism Group is another evidence of the destructive forces at work in 
the church today. It seems they have r;, desire to destroy the trad­
itions nhich ha.ve :Iebrmched the church of Jesus Christ for 2.000 years 
by suddenly saying that these traditions are not t;ood enough any more. 
I \70nder if this group realizes hov1 many people are offended by the 
concept of 11mother-god1

j and the forced use of inclusive language in 
rmrship and liturgy. Do they really e:xr_.?cct to ac~d as many people to 
the Christian community as they are chasing out? :Jeth talks about 
taking action against 1ioppressorsn. Haybe it is time someone started 
taking action against the kind dif opi)ression that groups like this 
one are creating. 

I see a lot of time and energy going into these causes I have 
named. Personally I am very tired of hearing about them. It is a 
shame we do not hear as much talk about the.redemptive power of Jesus 
Christ as ue do about these things. 

I do not often write anything fo:b this paper and I am determined 
not to let myself turn it into a neekly battleground. Ny l)Urpose in 
writing this is not to attack anyone personally, but to ex}_)ress my 
opinions about the:i::r opinions. If anyone noulci like to speak to me 
personally about these things they may feel free to do so. 

hicllael Heiser 



2. 

AN OPEF APOLOGY 

I owe an apolo~y for what I did Fri- would be my choice to attend the ser­
day. I did not realize that it was goinp: vice that day. When I choose to attend 
to hurt people' feelinp:s as much as it did. a service, I go to worship. I do not 
Believe me when I say that it was done in go to pick out the number of times the 
innocense. I chose the hymns for chapel leader uses a sex indicating term. If 
because of the overall message of the that is their choice, so be it. I will 
service. The second criteria for the abide by that. I would only hope that 
choice of hymns was that they are familiar others would offer this same kindness 
to the people as well as being a beautiful to me when I lead a service. 
musical arrangement. (This is important 
to me with my music l::a.ckground.) I 
really did not -pay any attention to the 
fact that the first hymn was "Rise Up 
0 Men of God." Believe me, it was not 
intentionally used to oppress anyone. 

But this now p:ives me an opportunity 
to voice my 9pinion. I have heard from 
noeole that God as Father is opressive. 
I have heard "Him" changed in songs and 
scrinture. I have even heard that 
people have walked out of chapel when­
ever the sexist language is used in a 
service. I must say that I have only 
heard of this. I have not experienced 
it first hand because I do not attend 
chapel on a re~lar l::a.sis this year. 

I have chosen to be otherwise 
occupied at the time of chapel because 
it just has not been a meaninp.f'ul ex­
perience for me. I am one of the stub­
born traditionalists that identify 
God as Father (not as a male, but as a 
protecting Father that has tenderness 
and com-passion.) I therefore feel 
oppressed to hear the l::a.ttle that is 
ttoing on with the chapel beinp: the main 
point of confrontation. I am left cold 
to hear the worship leader explaining 
that in the hymn or Statement of Faith 
or any other element of the service 
Creator or Parent or any other anonrm 
for God will be substituted for "Him" 
"He" or any other sex indicating ter­
minolopry. Even the services that have 
been changed to the inclusive language 
do not have meaning for me. But, not 
t< worry, I won't walk out if I attend 
a chapel service where there is the in­
clusive language or the type of instruc­
tion mentioned above given for the ser­
vice. 

No, I won't walk out because it 

I will continue to praise God as 
Father, in or out of the chapel setting. 

In His Name, 
Lou Ann F.arnst 

Racism/Sexism - Group 

Reactions to the readings as well 
as personal experiences shared by group 
members were the l::a.sis for our discus­
sion. 

Although the ~ea,6f human libera­
tion was discussed as the ultimate goal 
for us all the group emphasized that 
the various forms of oppression need to 
be addressed and responded to separately. 
By explaining away oppression with the 
argument that we all experience oppres­
sion is only to cause frustration and 
anger. This is indeed the realization 
that we are all in someway oppressed. 
However, at the same time, we need to 
recognize that the extent of the oppres­
sion and the history/roots of it make 
these issues very serara.te and unique. 
It was felt that dialogue, the strug-· 
gling together and the willingness to 
hear each other's pain is the most sig­
nificant thing we can offer one another. 

The racism/sexism group meets 
weekly for discussion on Wednesday eve. 
at 7.r30 p.m. and Friday at·1113e a.m; 
w room L 216. All are welcome as 
schedule permits. Part four of the u.c.c. 
Racism/Sexism packet (on reserve in the 
library) will be the springboard for 
discussion this week. 

Elaine Yencer, scube 
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:orsCO:NHECTJ~D PllCIJ~~ 

I aluays thought everyone hN~ a 
i 1hot line" to God. 

·1.Jell, something 1 s '.Jrong with 
my connection. 

:every time I uant to call God 
I can dial only one number, 
And then I he:ar the recorc1ing: 
11~ie are unable to complete 

your call. 11 

Normally I uould call the operator, 
And ask her rrhat the problem is. 
Did GocJ move? 
Did God get an unlistec.l number? 
Did Goc.1 forget to pay the bill? 
But chances are 
That all the ansrrers are no. 
The operator noulcl say, nr1m sorry, 
Dut the problem is in your 

end of the line. 11 

Change the questions 
I asked about God 1 s line, 

And ask them of mine. 
The answers: 
Yes--I moved. 
Yes--I got an unlisted number. 
Yes--somewhere along the line 
I forgot to pay my bill. 
Yes--my phone has been 

di.sconnectecl. 
Debbie :;)erby 

AS __ :(_\! A':L1CII 

As I sit by the rrinclm1, 
I vatth the children play. 
,Sledding, building snoumen, 
I uoulc1 be there if I hoc~ my say. 
nut I aLJ. sick and must stay in, 
I cannot have snou in uhich to -µla 

play in. -
Du t I 2111 still happy, 

l!;pvn_rr ..filiP rrr::c f-1.l.{'f,S: 
~A-= r ·:.1·"-u·1;i1·'r·1\•:··1:r1<rr·!, 

.·_-±__'.~~~~=--=-=. 

On 'J:1hursC'.C\y :iiecembor 11, during 
the chopcl hour, the L. '11 

• .s. Arts 
~~nscmble uill present/lead o..n 
origi.i:al program/uorship service 
entitled i;Pers:~)ecti ves of Advent: 
Hope, Life, and 'J:1hrcat". All 
are invi tecl to attencl this tir.1e 
of norshi:~ and intrDSI)Gction. 

I~on Parks 

fl_._,s .J.L,.. 

The December A:3\'/ meeting i::ill take 
place on Tuesc'.ay, !Jee ember 9th at 
7:oo p.m. in the Dricker Room. 
All intere.stec1 persons are uelcomE: 
to attenc'.. -

~{osemary Baumgardner 

J.::DITOTIIA~ 

I feel that a feu uords of ex­
plan2tion e.re in order clue to the 
lateness of tbis edition of the 
C' • .. 1..:>em1n8.r1an. 

'i1110 i)ast tuo ueeks have been an 
humbling experience for me. I 
cl_iscoverell that there ai~e not 
enough l10urs in B ueek to cover 
the schedule that I set for my 
self at the onset of this semes­
ter. I have been failing in all 
aspects of responsibility this 
fall, and I sincerely a::_)Olo5ize 
for my ego, I re2lly thousht I 
coultl pull it off. 

Tuo ueeks ac;o I c1ecic~ecl to give 
Uj) my )2rt timo job, c;mc'l r:e lw.ve 
becm scrarabling since to fill in 
the g8-:c)S this Hill ])reseiYC for 
cur financial picture. '.L

1ho lla:i_)lJY for them, 
tbis is the love that abides in 

David ~Cillotson 
~iir,1. ,Semi:·iarian has-- fallen to the rray­

siC:~e c~uring this time, and it 
truly grieves me • 

FOE ,Sfl.LB 

Fifty pieces Pf al tzcraft uare. 
Four pieces missing. Dark brown/ 
tan. Jest offer. 
nealistic 5-band receiver with 
speaker. Garrard turntable. 
Scott receiver. Dest offer. 
39.3-1586 or campus mail 

Haydn LcLean 

I nmst a::.Jolor;ize to ~I2.11l: Andrei.;c 
for losing her article in tho masE 
of c~isorganization 1::hich I call a11 

apartment, nhile tllnnkin0 her pro­
fusely for her assistance in 
prepo.ring this rreek 1 s ec1i tion for 
-.)ublication. 
-- I i::ill have more tiro1e noi:J, and 
I ho;Je I i:1ill not ho.ve tib urite 
this- E'.[jain. 

Don Le.son 
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TE4_T KETD C.:._~-:_jJI GlTJ.1 

It uas a sincere night; 
the kinc.1 \rhose darkness 

ElDlrns you think of ':rhet' s 
of lonely feelings; 
o :f er.1p t y SJ? a.c e ; 

insicle. 

for the clouds had covered 
and the moon; but a fogey 

l)Dtcl1 o:f Ildc;ht -

the sters, 

like a hidden haart. 

'l1he kind of night; 
for soul searching "Ir m. sorry;; rs 

anc.1 yearning yarrns oi 
"I need you;;' s 

Addressecl_ to 
tl1e f 2lling star -

a~ it dipped o~er the horizon, 
C-~one. 

~L1he l:ind of nicht 
that haunts a person 

Do face in the mirvor 
nor on the pillou 
next to yours. 

And the only voice -
Dog2rt 1 s lazy nasal c1-r2Fl 

from a late rnbght movie -
on the only channel left. 

Thet kine.: of night -
so uverul1elning that you forget -
tha.t there is such a thing as dawn, 

coming soon; 
for some~1oi.; -

it just oeem tiJo fc:::.r tn::ray. 

l:Li..chnel Vaughen 

1p_,si_r nop::::: 

The first snou has come, and 
Ice is everyuhere. 

nut a tree outsi(e the ~indov, 
still is a firey red, 

for it stil 1 has leaves. 
')}hose leaves remind me of something. 
Tho hope that is alu2ys there, 
-even ii1 deepest c~espair. 

:uavic1 ~Cillotson 

D:LT'J.1 I'J_1L ii.:i). 

Ilook to the cross of Christ 
.ru1c"l I .see 

the cru,sses of lrn:rnani ty 
linocl u:) 
roi.:1 efter ro1J 

And I smell 
the stench of buri1ing bodies 
the fish of the refugees 
the alcolliol of the aliBnatod 
the blood of the martyrs 

And I he2.r 
the screams of the persecuted 
the cries of the children 
the gay, tearful laugl1ter 

in a straight norlcl 
t:rn silence of the' captives 

Jmcl I touch 
the boney flesh of the hm1gTy 
the wounds of the soldier 
the button this side 

of the mushroom cloul1 
the scattered pieaes 

of a broken people 
!md I taste - ·· 

vomit 
l'.st ti Carc:'.ue 

.nJl~:_c ~Q.9J~}W)TIQE 

To move from the breast 
to the table 

To rea~h beyon( milk 
to solid fooc~ 

C:'.TO\iing, stri vine::; 
crauling, stoncling 

'.l:o put one' s mou tl1 
the nourishment 

frorn Goe..~ 
To put to one's heart 

the :lJ8C1CC 

Of Goel 
'l1l1e sucl:ling beciJo 

of innocent liquid~ 
siJrouts 

to the tahlo 
of bi tters,.n::;et G•)lids. 

:?attt1t Carquc 


