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Since some people find it flttlng to use this paper to voice
their personal opinions under the guise of community concerns, I guess
it is time for me to voice mine,

I found last week'!s Seminarian to be a veritable scrapbook of :
soap-box sermons on various'causesy beginning with our weekly pearls of
wisdom from Gail Tiskotson., I am glao she hag a wonderful time on her
excursion into the mountains with Dan Berrigan., I hope she has a
wonderful time lying around the Pentagon also. However, in the illus-
tration she gave about this demonstration representing life surrounding
death, I personally wonder which represents which, Who is it who has
really sold out to culture? Gail may find out that the majority of the
American people have a different perspective than she. :

I found Barry Lacefs articles very informative. I never knew
there was such a thing as a Y'gay Christian', I must be using the wrong
Bible. The one I read very plainly condemns homosexuality. I am
curious about his use of the term “bigotii,. According to Webster's
dictionatry a 'bigot' is "one intolerantly devoted to his won church,
party or opinion.' If that is the case, then judging by Lace's arbicle:
the term fits him too., Personally I resent the term iigay Christian',
These words mix about as well as o0il and water,

I am oqually informed each week about racism and sexism, thanks to
Beth Nordbeck and friends. This week she told me it is all right to be
angry. I am glad to hear that because I am angry. To me, the racism-
sexism group is another evidence of the destructive forces at work in
the church today. It seems they have & desire to destroy the trad-
itions which have gbhr@ched the church of Jesus Christ for 2,000 years
by suddenly saying that these traditions are not good enough any more,
I wonder if this group rcalizes how many people are offended by the
concent of "mother-godt and the forced use of inclusive language in
woeship and liturgy. Do they really expect to add as many people to
the Christian community as they are chasing out? Deth talks about
taking action against ‘iovpressorsi, laybe it is time someone started
taking action against the kind df oppression that groups like this
one are creating.

I see a lot of time and energy going into these causes I have
named, Personally I am very tired of hearing about them, It is a
shame we do not hear as much talk about the. redemptive power of Jesus
Christ as we do about these things.

I do not often write anything fot this paper and I am determined
not to let myself turn it into a weekly battlegrouncd. My purpose in
writing this is not to attack anyone personally, but to express ny
opinions about their opinions, If anyone would like to sweck to me
personally about these things they may feel free to do so,

lichael Vieiser



AN OPEN APOLOGY

I owe an apology for what I did Fri-

day, I did not realize that it was goling

to hurt people' feelings as much as it did, a service, I go to worship,

Believe me when I say that it was done in
innocense, I chose the hymns for chapel
because of the overall message of the
service, The second criteria for the

choice of hymns was that they are famliliar
to the people as well as being a beautiful

musical arrangement, (This is important
to me with my music btackground,) I
really did not pay any attention to the
fact that the first hymn was "Rise Up
0 Men of God,"™ Believe me, it was not
intentionally used to onpress anyone,

But thls now gives me an opportunity
to voice my ppinion, I have heard from
poeole that God as Father is opressive,
I have heard "Him" changed in songs and
scrinture, I have even heard that
people have walked out of chapel when-
ever the sexlist language is used in a
service, I must say that I have only
heard of this, I have not experienced
it first hand because I do not attend
chapel on a regular basis this year,

I have chosen to be otherwlse
occuplied at the time of chapel because
it Jjust has not been a meaningful ex-
perience for me, I am one of the stub-
born traditionalists that identify
God as Father (not as a male, but as a
protecting Father that has tenderness
and compassion,) I therefore feel
oppressed to hear the battle that is
going on with the chapel being the main
point of confrontation, I am left cold
to hear the worship leader explaining
that in the hymn or Statement of Faith
or any other element of the service
Creator or Farent or any other anonrm
for God will be substituted for "Him"
"He" or any other sex indicating ter-
minology, BEven the services that have
been changed to the inclusive language
do not have meaning for me, But, not
tc worry, I won't walk out if I attend
a chapel servlice where there 1is the in-
clusive language or the type of instruc-
tion mentioned above given for the ser-
vice,

Mo, I won't walk out because it

2.

would be my choice to attend the ser-
vice that day., When I choose to attend
I do nct
go to pick out the number of times the
leader uses a sex indicating term, If
that is their choice, so be it, I will
abide by that, I would only hope that
others would offer this same kindness
to me when I lead a service,

I will continué to praise God as
Father, in or out of the chapel setting,

In His Name,
Lou Ann Barnst
B 3 a a ki aaia e p X ARk e e xS

Racism/Sexism - Group

Reactions to the readings as well
as personal experiences shared by group
members were the basls for our discus-
sion,

Although the ideadf human libera-
tion was discussed as the ultimate goal
for us all the group emphasized that
the various forms of oppression need to
be addressed and responded to separately.
By explaining away oppression with the
argument that we all experience oppres-
sion is only to cause frustration and
anger, This is indeed the realization
that we are all in someway oppressed,
However, at the same time, we need to
recognize that the extent of the oppres-
sion and the history/ioots of it make
these issues very separate and unique,
It was felt that dialogue, the strug-’
gling together and the willingness to
hear each other's pain is the most sig-
nificant thing we can offer one another,

The racism/sexism group meets
weekly for discussion on Wednesday eve,
at 7:30 p,m, and Friday at 11:36 a,m,’

w room L 216, All are welcome as
schedule permits, Fart four of the U,C.C.
Racism/Sexism packet (on reserve in the
library) will be the springboard for
discussion this week,

Elaihe Yencer, scube



DI SCONNLCTE

PHONL

I always thought everyone haa a
iihot line® to God.
wWell, something's wrong with
my connection.
Lvery time I want to call God
I can dial only one number,
ind then I hear the recorcdcing:
itle are unable to complete
your call,’i
Normally I would call the operator
And ask her wvhat the problem is,
Did God move?
bid God get an unlisted number?
id God forget to pay the bill?
But chances are
That all the answers are no.
The operator would say, "I'm sorry
But the problem is in your
end of the line.?
Change the questions
I asked about God's line,
And ask them of mine,
The answers:
Yes~-~-1 moved,
Yes--1 got an unlisted number,
Yes--somewhere along the line
I forgot to pay my bill,
Yes~-iy phone has been
disconnected.
Debbie nerby
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As I sit by the window,
I watth the children play.
Slecding, building snoviien,
I wvould be there if I had my Bay.
But I am sick and must stay in,
I cannot have snow in which to pla
play in,
But I am still happy,
happy for them,

thig is the love that abides in idm,

David Tillotson
POR SALE

Fifty pieces Pfaltzcraft ware,
Four pieces missing. Dark brown/
tan. »Dest offer.
Nealistic 5-band receiver with
speaker, Garrard turntable,
Scott receiver. Bost offer,
303=1506 or campus mail

Haydn liclean
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On Thurscay December 11, during
e chapel hour, the L,T,S5. Arts

insemble will present/lead an
origiral prograwm/viorship service
entitled "Ferspectives of Advent:
Hope, Life, and Thrcati’, All
are invited to attend this time
of worshin and introspection,

Ron Parks

The December A3W meeting vwill take
place on Tuescday, December 9th at
7:00 p,m, in the Dricker Rcom.
All interested persons are welcome
to attend,

osemary BaumBardner

LDITORIAL

I feel that a few words of ex~
planetion are in orcer due to the
lateness of this edition of the
Seminarian,

The past tio veeks have been an
humbling experience for me., I
discovered that there are not
enough hours in a week to cover

he schecdule that I set for ny
self at the onsct of this scmes-
ter, I have been falling in all
aspects of responsibility this
fall, and I sincerely apologize
for my ego, I reclly thought I
could pull it off,

Two weeks ago I decided to give
up my Pert time job, and we have
been scrambling since to fill in

he gaps this vidll »nresent for
cur financial picture, Yhc
Semiuwarian has fallen to the vay-
sice curing this time, and it
truly grieves me ,

I must apologize to iank Andrevic
for losing her article in the mass
of disorganization which I call an
apartment, while thanking her pro-
fusely for her assistance in
preparing this week'!s edition for
»ublication,

I vill have more time now, and
I hope I will not have t write
this egeain,

Don lL.ason
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It was & sincere night;
the kind vhose darkness
makes you think of vwhatl's
of lonely feelings;
of ewnty space;
for the clouds had covered the

ingicde,
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and the moon; but a foggy
patcu of klgnt -

like a hidden heart.
The kind of nig nu,
for soul searching “I'm sorry''s
and yearning yavns of
T need Jou"s
Addressed to
the falling star -
ag 1t dipped ov¥er the horizon,
Gione,
ihe kind of night
that haunts a person
fflo face in the mirpor _
nor on the pillow
next to yours.

Ancd the only voice -

Bogert's lazy nasal dravwl
from a late nbght movie -

on the only channel leift,

That kincd of night -
so vvervhelming that you forget -
that there is such a thing as dawn,
coming soon;

for somenoly -
it just seem tno far uzwa

Iichael Vaughen
LAST HOP=
The first snowv has come, and
Ice is everyvhere,
But a tree outsice the window,
still is a firey red,

for it stil 1 has leaves,

Mmose leaves rewind me of something,
¢ hope that is always there

Lven 1n deepest degpair.

ITI'I

David Ml1lotson

Ilook to the cross of Christ
fina I gee
the crosses of humanity
linec up
row after rov
And I smell
the stench of burning bodies
the fish of the refugees
the alcohol of the a;lanatcd
he blood of the martyrs
And I hear
the screams of the persecuted
the cries of the children
the gay, teariful laughter

in a straight vorld
the silence of the captives
touch
the bhoney flesh of the hungry
wvounds of the soldier
button this side

the mushroom cloud
the scattered pleaes

0f a broken people

etti Carcue

ITRST CONgUIT IO

[RERAY
el Py .

from the breast

to the table

o reach beyonc
to solid food

Groving, striving
cravling, standing

7o put onels mouth
the nourishment

from God

o move

miilk

To put to one'!s heart
the neace
of God

The suckling babe
of innocent liquigdsg
sprouts
to the table
of bittersie



